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ANC and PAC are worlds apart 

DIVISIO 

  

Africa’s twe 
nval gnenlla move- 
ments remain deeply 
divided but efforts to 
unite them will contin- 
ue, a South African 
mediator said this 
week. 

““I see no progress at 
all. The two sides seem as 
far apart as ever,”’ the 
Reverend Frank Chixane, 
general secretary of the 
SA Council of Churches, 
said after talks with offi- 
cials of the Pan Africanist 
Congress (PAC). 

Chikane arrived in 
Tanzania’s Dar es Salaam 
capital on Sunday to try 

to persuade the PAC and 
its rival, ANC, to unite in 
the fight for black maj- 

i rule in  white 

minority-led South Afri- 

ca. 

. The PAC broke away 
from the ANC in 1959 ac- 
cusing it of being too lib- 
eral by admitting whites 
into its ranks. 

The PAC opposes any 

peace talks with the SA 
Government  but  the 
ANC, the country’s main 
armed opposition, has 
said it will talk to Pretoria 

  

if the Government first | 

  

opponents. 
banned political parties 

and lifts the state of emer- 
gency. 

Chikane. who briefly 
met senior members of 

  

Zambia-based ANC 
and was due to hold fur- 

ther talks with them in 
Dar es Salaam this week, 

said: 
I am convinced that 

the differences are more 

  

  
man P 

churches and people of | 
South Africa are hoping 
that the differences would 
be superceded by the need 
for maximum unity in ac- 
tion." - Sapa-Reuter 
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way of 
memorandum to 
katha’s Dr O D. 
Dhlomo and Dr F T 

   

    

The ed docu- ment has come to 
m.rlignwm“ 

    

made a 
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   gorically that this 
document does not 
come from any 
structure of Cosatu 
or the UD in either 
Durb an or 

. We 

doimen, iy 

      

   

  

   

    may have written 
this. However, we 

out that 
none of our leader- 
ship had seen such a 

The sec- 
ond pas.ribxlny isa 
more Ilnlltt" one 

which is that 

our efforts. 

Tilia‘ ma;ning we 
were. ed by 
the W:gfi/( Mail and 
Dr Mji informed 
them of the position 
as we have set out 
above. 
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‘South Africa protests only 
WS 

‘pa‘*i'“%lgrE ef 
THE PRESENT mass protests in South 

Africa have been exclusive and there- 
fore partially effective, says the office 

of the Permanent Representative of In- 

katha in London. 
The history of the black struggle in 

th Africa taught that in such nation- 

al exclusive cal igns had little 

to show for the enormous effort put 

. into them. 
_“Inkatha takes the iI:lew tfih:tm the 

present mass protests in Sout ica, 

although highly symbolic of the black 
people’s resentment and growing impa- 

| tience of the abhorent system of apart- 
heid, have so far been exclusive and 
therefore partially effective,” said the 
office. 

It was imperative that all black po- 
litical organisations be consulted and 

their views and co-operation sought to 
produce maximum impact on the 
aJ system. 
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Daily News 
i Reporter 
“An ethical reason which should fur- 

ther motivate black leaders in South 
Africa to search for this unity of pur- 
pose, is simply this: that every black 
person in South Africa is in one way or 
the other a victim of apartheid.” 

The attack by the ANC's director of 
information and secretary for presiden- 

tial affairs, Mr Thabo Mbeki, on Dr 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi at a Press con- 
ference in Copenhagen cast doubts on 
whether some officials of the ANC 
were serious about rapprochement be- 
tween Inkatha and the ANC. 

Inkatha was apprehensive that in the 
middle of the peace endeavours, ele- 

ments in the UDF in Pietermaritzburg 
had produced and distributed a docu- 
ment derogatory of the organisation’s 
president, Dr Buthelezi. 

However, the UDF and Cosatu had 

ve 22 Inkath 
& 

  

already disassociated themselves 
from the document — Guidelines for 
Comrades — in a memorandum to the 
secretary general of Inkatha, Dr Oscar 
Dhlomo, and the KwaZulu Minister of 
Health, Dr Frank Mdlalose. 

Mr Alec Erwin of Cosatu and Dr 
Diliza Mji of the UDF said: “We can 
state categorically that this document 
does not come from any structure of 
Cosatu or the UDF in either Durban or 
Pietermaritzburg. 

“We are very concerned about the ef- 
fect of such a document and we can 
draw only two conclusions — firstly, 
that an individual member of our or- 
ganisations may have written this. 
However, we should point out that none 
of our leadership had seen such a docu- 

ment. | 
“The second possibility is a more sin- 

ister one, which is that people are try- 

ing to sabotage our efforts.” 
  

  
 



| they are wrong,” says 

  

28 SN 
1 VI ANis in such a hurry 

14 to gain in the short 

term that he ruins his God- 

given heritage, the earth. Soon 

he will have nothing left. But 

he doesn’t care, because 

money talks, and it is hard to 

tell the money mongers that 
Robert 

Mazibuko. 
Eighty-six-year-old Mr Mazi- 

buko has spent most of his life 

showing people how to con- 

serve the soil, and grow trees 

and vegetables in a natural 

way. 
4] have vegetables and 

fruits from all over the world 

growing here,” he said, as he 

pointed to a lush green. oasis 

of vegetables and fruit trees, 

growing on his acre plot at the 

‘Africa Tree Centre at Dlamah- 

lahla, near Edendale. It is in 

vifvm gfintuasiotodiie, un}"!l 
of stheysugeen: 

o] P 

sidedd;flvgtbb‘!’l%sia 
- 

frey, which he will tell you 

cures. everything. from high 

blood pressure to broken 

bones, contrasts with red- 

stalked spinach favoured by 

the Red Indians, two of the 

more unusual vegetables. 

“The spinach has become 

very popular with the African 

people. It is a good source of 

iron,” he says. 

During some of the worst 

drought conditions his vege- 

tables, planted under the 

trench system, flourished, 

\éxfii‘}le gardens all around him 
ied. 

Robert  Mazibuko  was 

brought up in Ladysmith. His 

parents were illiterate, yet he 

went to school, studied to be a 

teacher and taught for three 

years. 
«Many of my students 

fainted at school through mal- 

nutrition. That made me 

think,” he said. Later Father 

Bernhard Huss of St Francis 

. College, Mariannhill, and a Dr 

Haslett of Mapumulo_intro- 

duced him to organic gar- 

dening, and he became known 

for his trench and terrace 

methods of growing vege- 

tables. 

In 1956 he was invited by Dr 

Halley Stott, of the Valley 

Trust at Botha's Hill, to show 

them how it was done. He 

stayed there 17 years, growing 

vegetables and working with 

scientists on feeding schemes. 

STORY_BY ANN STANILAND 

  

Agriculturists from all ove 

‘the world came to see his 

methods. This was to benefit 

him later, when interested 

people from overseas con- 

cerned about the environment 

provided funds for his enter- 

prises. 
“When 1 was a boy in Win- 

terton the grass was so high 

you couldn’t see the cows graz- 

ing. Now it is a dustbowl. 

Chemicals have .taken the 

place of natural fertilisers, 

the plants being fed at the ex- 

. pense of the soil, and where 

they have been used the 

ground is dying. Many friends 

of nature, the good insects, 

have been murdered in the 

process,” he said sadly. 

His main concern is to make 

his own people aware of | ese 

changes, and he has. had.to 

work through a web of suspi- 

cion and disbelief to convince 

them his methods of compost- 

ing and replenishing the soil, 

work. 
“1 don’t lecture people 

about eating vegetables, or 

teach them how to grow them. 

T cook them, then invite the 

people to eat with me. They 

then ask me how its done,” he 

says wisely. JSERE 

A widower, he now relies on 

his two sons, Aggrey, who 

a B.Sc. degree, and Africa, an 

agriculturist, to provide for 

him, so he can continue teach- 

* ing his gardening methods. He 

works closely with 4 

and when his students qualify. 
they are awarded a badge 

which shows people from the 

four race groups holding up a 

tree. This emphasises his 

deep wish that all races will 

live and work in harmony. 

  

He bought his acre plot in 

1980, with ‘money provided by 

interested people in Switzer- 

land. Now vegetables grown 

there benefit the needy. He re- 

cently distributed 40 000 fruit 

trees to destitute families, a 

gift from a German woman, Dr 

Maria Wernet, and keeps in 

touch with the recipients, to 

make sure the trees are being 

looked after. He _inspects 

plots, advising people how to 

make the best use of their 

ground and facilities for vege- 

table growing. 
Robert Mazibuko has trav- 

elled all over the world at the 

invitation of organisations 

   

schools, 

     

  

i concerned with organic meth- 

© ods. He has also travelled the 

length and breadth of South 

Africa teaching his gardening 

and tree-growing methods. 

Much of the expense is paid 

for by the German agricul- 

tural aid organisation, FEPA. 

Among papers he has pre- 

sented at conferences is one 

on “The Situation in the Third 

World” at an international 

soil conference in Germany, ¢ 

‘and he travels to that country 

again — as well as to Scandi- 

navia and Japan — at the end 

of this month to attend confer- 

ences, one of them on fast 
growing trees. 

%wu years ago a sum of 

9 000 was made available to 

im under the auspices of the 

‘Azalea Rotary Club, and 

through this he gave employ- 

ment to about 80 people for 15 

months. They planted 5000 

trees, banked rivers against 

soil erosion and set up basket 

weaving industries. 

Recently his van broke 

down, so he has no transport 

to get around. Another need is 

~for someone to do his book- 

* work, and he hopes his daugh- 

‘ter Azalea, who is at present 

“studying at Ngoye College in 

‘Zululand, will help. 
Future plans include the 

development of four acres of 

ground nearby as a nursery, 

With funds provided by his 

son, Aggrey. Holes have 

already been dug and trees 

will be planted at the onset of 

the spring rains. i 

A hostel, where 20 students 

can be accommodated at a 

time to study his methods, i 

v 

   also planned, and R20 000 has 

been donated by Japan 

towards its cost. ok 

  

“T have people coming 
see me from all over South 

‘Africa, and nowhere for them 

to stay,” he explains. 
His main interest, however, 

is in the people of Edendale, 
where he lives. iy 

“The quarrelling and vio- 

lence going on all around me 

breaks my heart. We must find 

a way for people to occupy 

their hands. They must work 

. onthe land. These days all the 

young people are going to the 

towns. What will happen to the 

{ia.ng when the old people 

17 
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     The Citizen PO Box 7712 
"Johannesburg 2000 

Lenient’ attitude 
    

to marches causes 
concern 1 COMPLIMENT  The 

Citizen on the stand vis-a- 
vis certain events which 
have taken place through- 
out the country over the 
past week or two, as ex- 
pressed in the editorial on 
Wednesday, ~September 
20, and I fully support, as 
I am sure do many thou- 
sands of South Africans. 
the - views  expressed 
therein. 

I have watched with 
deep distrust and appre- 
hension the lenient atti- 
tude of the government 
with regard to these so- 
called peaceful protests, 
which are no more about 
peace than they are about 

keeping fit! and, 
through The Citizen, 1 
would like to put the fol- 
lowing enquiries to our 
new State President and- 
the party which he leads: 
_Dear M De Klerk, 

  

Little did I think, when 1 
voted for your party on 
September 6, that nine 
days later the Communist 
flag would be paraded 
through the streets of Jo- 
hannesburg, and I have to 
say that this one aspect 
alone fills me with the 
deepest foreboding. 

With respect, Mr De 
Klerk, and with great 
concern as to the future of 
all South Africans, both 
Black and White, I would 
ask you to reassure this 
voter (and I am sure 
many others who helped 
to return the National 
Party to power) that: 

® You know that 
Communism is intrinsical- 
ly evil and that no one 
‘who believes in God ~ but by the diabolical error - 

- of relative truth, whi 

should render it any 
assistance whatsover? 

® You know that' 
“people’s power” is cer- 
tainly not God’s plan for 
the orderly operation of 
the world? 

@ You know that these 
so-called “peace” mar- 
ches which have taken 
place over the past few 
days, are not about peace 
at all but about revol- 
ution? Desmond Tutu 
and Allen Boesak have 
spelt it out with their calls 
for “peoy power”. 

  

ple’s 
With all their rhetoric 
about “Standing for the 
Truth” they are deliber- 
ately misleading all South 
Africans, for their aim is 
not to govern this country 
according to God’s Truth, 

    denies the authority* of - 
‘God over all the -world- 
and makes man the sofe 
arbiter of right and- 
‘wrong, of how this coun- - 
try should be governed. 
People’s power? Govern- 
ment “for the people, by 
the people, of the 
people”? A familiar re- 
frain from certain people 
in this country. 

@ You know that deni-. 
grating the Police Force is 
classic Communist strate- 
gy, to render the forces of 
law and order, and inci- 
dentally the government, 
ineffective, so that when 
the violence escalates, as 
it assuredly will if the rad- 
icals so active at present 
have their way, the Police 
will be afraid to use the 
force necessary to stop 
the revolution? 
CONt¢ N SOUTH 
AFRICAN i e 
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By Sandra Lieberum 
IMPRISONMENT 
totalling 63 years was 
yesterday imposed by 
the Johannesburg Re- 
gional Court on six 
syndicate members 
convicted of operating 
a Mandrax factory on 
the Witwatersrand. 

The public owed the 
police “a vote of thanks™ 
for uncovering the sophis- 
ticated operation before it 
was centralised on a farm 
and went into all-out pro- 
duction, presiding magis- 
trate Mr L Vertue said 
yesterday. 

He recapped evidence 
which showed that the 
factory, involving a mo- 
bile laboratory, various 
premises, machinery 
equipment, tablet presses 
and chemicals, was the 
first to be found in South 
Africa and one of the 
largest methaqualone 
manufacturers so far un- 
covered in the world. 

He further noted evi- 
dence given yesterday 
morning by Dr S de Mi- 
randa, director and head 
of clinical services for 
Sanca, who said South 
Africa had become the 
biggest abuser “in the 
world” of Mandrax, with 

1082 344 units of Man- 
drax being confiscated 
during  1985/86  and 
14861 827  confiscated 
during the year in which 
the Mandrax factory was 
found (1987). 

In South Africa, Dr De 
Miranda said, it had been 
found that the smoking of 
crushed Mandrax mixed 
with dagga seemed to be 
related to changes found 
in the mucus membrane 
of the stomach wall and 
stomach  cancer. - South 
Africa, he said, was one 
of the few countries in 
which Mandrax  was 
crushed and smoked with 
dagga. 

Passing sentence yes- 
terday, Mr Vertue said it 
appeared that  Dieter 
Obermaier, also known 
as Johan Juhitzer (ar- 
rested overseas) had been 
the man “who planted the 
original  seed  which 
brought forth this   

Mandrax makers are 
jailed for total 

vof 63 years 
imonster”, but the in- 
volvement of Obermaier 
““did not detract from the 
leading role played by 
Thomas Havenga™ (37), 
of Tweedracht, Bronk- 
horstspruit, who ran the 
local  operation  while 
Obermaier was frequent- 
ly overseas. 
Havenga was sentenced 

to the maximum of 15 
years’ imprisonment for 
dealing in Methaqualone. 

Regarding the opera- 
tion uncovered by the 
police, the court heard 
from Dr De Miranda 
that, about three years 
ago, round about the time 
methaqualone was being 
manufactured on the Wit- 
watersrand by the syndi- 
cate, Methaqualone was 
prohibited in the last two 

  

remaining countries, Pa- 
kistan and India, and il- 
legal laboratories sprang 
up  across  Western 
Europe. 

Andries Lategan (45). 
of Nina Street, Meyers- 
park, Pretoria, was sen- 
tenced to 12 years' im- 
prisonment. 

The court accepted that 
he had planned to resign 
from the operation before 
it was centralised on the 
farm; however, he had 
carried out an essential 
function and in a rela- 
tively short period had 
made a profit of - about 
R500 000. 

Both Booi Ranta (50). 
of Dobsonville Funeral 
Services, and Isaac Mot- 
sepe (46), of Zone 4 
GaRankuwa were sen- 

tenced to 10 years' im- 
prisonment. 

The court found that 
Ranta became involved 
when the Mandrax facto- 
1y was already in progress 
and his duties included 
both the manufacture and 
packaging of more than 
500 000 tablets and he 
made. a profit of about 
R110 000. 
The circumstances of 

Ben Klopper (27), of 
Boom Street, Pretoria, 
and Alfred Kekana (29), 
of Section 2 Shoshang- 
uwe, were such that both 
became involved in the 
operation in lesser capaci- 
ties — more in the nature 
of salaried employees. 

Klopper and Kekana 
were sentenced to eight 
years’ imprisonment 
each. 
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OLUTIONS! That's the new catchword in poli- 

tics as fresh initiatives cast tricameral elec- 

tions to the sidelines. 
Intensive discussions have begun in extra-par- 

liamentary circles about the basis for possible nego- 

tiations with the Government and the type of constitu- 

tion a democratic South Africa should have. 

The quest for constitutional solutions has been pushed 

into the forefront, despite the fact that most major extra- 

parliamentary groups are severely restricted. 

Behind-the-scenes moves abroad have been the catalyst 

for the new thrust, with the ANC asking the mass demo- 

cratic movement (MDM) to debate its constitutional 

guidelines. 
As a result of the fresh initiatives, says noted sociolo- 

gist Professor Fatima Meer, the September general elec- 

tions for the Houses of Representatives and Delegates 

have become even more irrelevant. 

And since the list of Lenasia candidates for the HoD 

elections was confirmed on Monday, this irrelevancy has 
become even more obvious. Candidates have changed 

parties to such an extent that by Sunday night, at least 

two candidates were not sure for which party they would 

stand! 
Every now and again, as my newspaper colleagues can 

testify, a system politician comes ‘with another to moan 

about another. And then before we can publish anything, 
they change sides. 

Those who have stood in past elections have failed to 

arouse any enthusiasm among voters. 

The Reverend Allan Hendrickse, leader of the Labour 

Party which had the majority in the HoR, agrees that in 

the light of prospective developments, there s no place in 

the future for the HoR and HoD. But, he adds, the LP will 

continue to participate “in preparation for what wil take 
place”. 

Although extra-parliamentary groups will continue to 

oppose the elections, they feel most of their energies 
should be devoted to proposing solutions. 

Cosatu has already called for discussion around the 

ANC’s guidelines. And the Transvaal Indian Congress has 

scheduled a “consultative conference” which will discuss 

the guidelines in Lenasia on Sunday. 

Among the speakers lined up are Mr Murphy Morobe 

and Mr Dullah Omar of the MDM, Idasa co-leader Dr 

Frederik van Zyl Slabbert, who resigned as PFP leader 

and MP, and TIC president Mr Cassim Saloojee.   

Py T L0 23-09- 89 

searc 

f new 

solutions 
MY VIEW y Ameen kKhalwaya 

prepares to take over as State President, the country has 

reached the crossroads — do we allow ourselves to con- 

tinue running headlong towards a Lebanon-type situation, 

or are we capable of finding the road to a just, truly 

democratic society? 
‘The Nats, obsessed with group proposals that would 

enable whites to maintain their political and economic 

‘dominance, have not only failed to provide solutions dur- 
ing their 41-year rule, but have also plunged this country 
into a deep crisis. 

‘The relative calm in the country should not lull anyone 
into complacency. The lid is still very much on the 
pressure-cooker. 

Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok and other Nats 

now admit failure of apartheid. But all they have to offer 
us is some vague talk about a new constitution, and in the 

meanwhile, we are asked to make do with the tricam 

Parliament. 

As they did on the eve of the first tricam elections in 

  
The new debate must be welcomed. As Mr FW de Klerk 

1984, they again make promi Septat o promises about reform after the b tions, without spelling them out or giving 

Is there an alternative? I beli ments in extra-parliamentary polit - ry politics m: start of an exciting era that could yet S licma et ceptable to the majority of our people. i pothe constitutional guidelines are a good starting point. Toitscredit, the ANC has decided not o impose I8 views 480 ask as many people s possible for their input : 1 Bcause it s restricted,ts decision to ask people inside {o determine their constitutional future is as democrati 
g:esx le under almost impossible circumstances. . 

e e make an npu. isation has made it clear the guidelnes can be amended or even rejected if the 
Over the past few weeks, the TIC held discussions with 

e the recent develop- 

w_2 range of community organisations. The talks will culmi- 
    S B g — o 

nate in the consultative conference. 
‘The TIC must be lauded for its decisi a ision to b 

onference by changing on of the topics s 
lian community in the process of ch 

and transition o The role of the o et 1y in the process of change and tramestion, 
The reality is that a large number of i 2 le livi 

;r?;;ung in the TIC’s area of operations l;::l:m cl;’;gi(fli:: 
ndian or coloured, but they are affected by the Nats' 

policies too — in many cases, even more than those who = authorised to live there. Our lives are intertwined. 
t's almost a cliche, but we stil j K  cliche, I need to remi PR e 34 1 
mmer out a solution peculiar to b'missgu‘::hnc‘:yf';lfig“ésCfln 
And it is equall; i o beab]eelqa my.'{etrne that the victims of aj 

that solution. 
the most significant contribution ;,: 

    
  

 



  

Biack miners def; 
tion made an inf 
the Springfieid Col 
accordlng to'the 
Mineworkers — liquor 
the white workers’ recreation 

The NUM makes the claim in a 
port released last week on its cam- 
paign agaiiist discrimination on the 
mines and in munn towns. An; 
which owns says it is 
policy to sell nor at different prices 
at different outlets. 

Dedicated to Mr Jeffrey Njuza — 
Rustenburg Refinery employee 
dead ny 2 white supervisor, 
afier using a “whites only” teacup — 
ihe baoklei lisis a range of acts of 
defiance by black miners in the two- 
moni-oid campaign. They include: 

@ The use of white worker chan, 
Tooms ai Anglo e 
Steyn and Vaal Reefs mines, 
Ergo plant. 

Angio says it does not 
lities by race, but a 
“wordwide practice 
on the grounds of 
@ White workers : 

bers 

vlei mine, blacl 
workers used the white cage and af 
Vaal Reefs South made 
underground queue. 
Mnagement says u.u at Gmuvl‘ 

greg: while 
o has accused NUM 

; violence and 
u supervisors’ au- 

mry workers using 
were allegedly as- 

security and white 
g pick-handles. 

isolated assault 
i.lrvutm igltedil It 
ing to open “his- 

ties. 
Colliery, manage- 
me ' l::lkletl and 

miners 
Anglo denies this. 

were taken 
using the white 

lhnd Mines’ RM3. 
rooms are di- 

anfl,mrwe,lndmtthe 
‘workers concerned were merely coun- 
‘selled. 

llhr of Mines’ mr 

ll is oppmd tom rei d racial 
on of any kind and has 

'rid of discriminatory   
ANC influence € exaggerat

e 
Shng. D SO \q u\ 

any time, co-operate 
e 

o Mv?'n'lsh:(a;sggge 
Bushy ad- Cm'n.'act.msl ANC meml 

et an\‘on says it will nn:lh :::c ::on: oas Mmr mwa‘lniucs‘ 

ration Wil % Demo 

Afifi‘;ncclmpemn
w most Party allde:eaf& o i 

b 
ow ANC S Siren ks involved black South “““:;‘:;nl'},.md no and strength. Blac 

membership & NC.  with ot even the A nd missions are ap- 

onel knskedows.m many students it churches al  importance given 

§ the numer- pall lled at a iy 

ouskl‘e.;:tc:: ‘so;“
cit‘:s at a black t:fi v:‘eNr?ee:y na%ei’;‘f

 :mh % 

univeristy an ac'.\delmc reylli’B | ity 
e 

i tes und the bed- the 1egmmaee governm
ent 

ol 
“We wn\l South Mnca 

burn down your h"mes s donl Lydenburg 
cault your families if Y"“/ 
afboues |- SDES HRAR 

en Baragwanath 

    Json Mandel \ Nel 

i I:r‘flntee“:a fe plme 
for exiled | \ 

Jeaders of the ANC to T ks 
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WE think it is very strange that some clerics 

and the Democratic Party are objecting to 

the display of the SA Communist Party and 

ANC flags in marches in which they took 

part. 
The presence of two Red flags at Durban’s 

“freedom march” last week has disturbed 

clergymen. Some have vowed not to be in- 

volved in demonstrations in future. if the 

hammer and sickle banner is flown. 

The flags, bearing the insignia of the SA Com- 

munist Party, brought Durban’s demonstrat- 

ing throng to a halt twice as march leaders, 

including Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley 

and Anglican Bishop Michael Nuttall, threat- 

ened to withdraw unless they were lowered. 

The banners were dropped briefly. Arch- 

bishop Hurley said if he had been aware the 

flags were to be displayed, “I would not have 

taken part. 

“] was there representing my religion, and the 

flag is totally against anything I stand for. 

Communism is completely incompatible with 

what the freedom movement is trying to 

achieve.” E 

. However, a spokesman for Archbishop Des- 

mond Tutu said he had no problem with the 

flag, because, in a free society, the Com- 

munist Party would have a right to demon- 

strate. S # 

But he could understand that in current cir- 

cumstances, the display of Red flags, particu- 

larly near the front of a march, could create 

unnecessary additional controversy for the 

church constituencies. 

Some members of the DP have also expressed 

dissatisfaction with the DP’s association with 

marches in which both the SACP and the 

ANC flags were prominently displayed. 

As a result, Dr Zach de Beer, on behalf of the 

party’s leadership, has issued a statement in 

which he said certain DP members, including 

the co-leaders, had taken part in marches 

“aiming at the achievement of freedom and 

the extension of civil rights.” 

" He added: “It has been a source of concern to 

us, as it has been to others who have support- 

ed the marches, that the flag of the SACP 

and those of other organisations with whom 

We are at variance have been raised during 

these processions. 

“We wish to make it clear we have partici- 

pated in these marches simply because they 

were organised for purposes which we sup- 

_port. 

    

“We distance ourselves entirely from the rais- 

ing of the SACP flag, and from whatever 

other gestures and demonstrations may have 

been made by people with whom we funda- 

mentally disagree, and who were, in our 

view, making use of the occasions for their 

own purposes.” 
Why this sudden concern over raising of the 

Communist flag when the SACP forms an 

alliance with, and dominates, the ANC, and 

the clergymen and Dr De Beer know this is 

s0? 
The SACP and ANC flags have been flown on 

numerous occasions, from the funerals of ac- 

tivists to the recent protest marches. 

If the DP wants to sup with the Devil, it must 

accept his symbols. 
It is no good saying afterwards that the DP (or 

the religious leaders) are upset. 

They shouldn’t have been taking part in the 

marches in the first place. 

Furthermore, the DP wants the SACP and 

ANC unbanned. If they were, both organisa- 

  
tions would fly their flags openly at all times. 

Having said that, we hasten to make it clear ! 

that we are totally against the flying of the - 

flags and the unbanning of the two organisa- 

tions. 
The point we make is that the DP and the 

church leaders knew full well who were or- 

ganising the marches. 

They cannot pretend to be surprised if the 

_ SACP and ANC flags are raised. 

This was inevitable. = 

The marches are going to exscalate dangerous- 

ly. The DP and the clergymen should stay - 

away from them. 

it may be the in-thing to take part in “peace- 

ful” protest, but there are more sinister aims. 

* in getting people marching under the SACP 

and ANC banners than the DP and the cler- 

ics realise. 

  
   


