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Conr ade chair, Conrades, friends, |adies and gentle-

. nmen, the people of the Transkei, the people of South

Africa and the world are today wi tnessing here an

event which will go down in history as a turning

poi nt because it is the beginning of the road to a

re-united South Africa. This day is significant

because for the first time in the history of these

territories we have here representatives of an organi-

sation - the African National Congress (ANC) which has

for seventy-seven years been engaged in a struggle to
unite all the peoples of this country against forces

that have since the formation of the union of South

Africa sought to divide and keep us in small separate

entities which would be helpless to fight against

nati onal oppression and expl oitation

We wi sh to express our appreciation to the President

and the Mlitary Governnent of these territories for

allowing us to have the opportunity to address you today.
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After the end of the Wars of Di spossession towards

the end of the last century the Africans sought to

be involved as equals in the body - politic of this
country. They did so because they had cone to

accept the fact that both black and white had cone

to make South Africa their hone.’” But unfortunately

the whites in this country have persistently refused

to face up to that reality. Instead they have

continued to hold the view that they set aside

reserved areas |like they do for animals for the
occupation of the Africans. Over the years they have
given different nanmes for these areas. At one time

they called them Native Reserves; at another the Bantu
Areas; later the Bantustans; and today the Honel ands.
When the Nationalist Party cane into power in 1948 it
sought to carry out this policy to its |ogical conclusion
- to drive the Africans into the Native Reserves from where
| abour woul d be drawn to satisfy the needs of the whites
for African |abour. The tragedy of this situation was
that there were Africans who agreed to be used by the
Nati onal i st Party government as instruments to enforce the
Bantu Authorities Act.
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They accepted policies under this Act that divided
and set one African group agai nst another; that

set the brother against the brother

That tragedy was played out here in Novenber 1955
when the United Transkeian Territories Genera

Council (UTTGC) accepted the nyths that the honey-
birds of the Native Affairs Departnent - the secre-
tary of Native Affairs, the Chief Native Comm ssioner
and Native Commi ssioners unfol ded before them Yet

as one witer observed that in a Transkei which was
supposed to be free and i ndependent in accordance
with apartheid policy when the nmenbers of that parlia-
ment cane out to buy refreshnents at the nearest cafe
they had to drink themon the pavenent. Such is the
freedom of apartheid. Encouraged by their successes
ithey noved fromone reserve to another until they had
finally succeeded to build their Bantustan structures.
But in enbarking on these pernicious schemes the

Nati onal i st Party government had ignored a cruci al
factor - it ignored the people. It ignored the peasants
in the reserves and the workers in the urban areas.
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These are the nmajor factors which continuously were
and are still in the forefront of the struggle

agai nst racist apartheid. These are the forces that
have borne the brunt of the struggle agai nst raci sm
For three decades we experienced the bani shnent of

| eaders of this struggle into rempte and desol ate
areas. Anmpongst them SKEI GAENTSHE, MSUTHU, MOROA
MOSHE. GODFREY SKUKUNI . KHUMANI GANYI LE, JOYI and

many others. Here in the Transkei too, people have
been uprooted fromtheir hones and thrown into bani sh-
ment under regul ation #00 with which the Nationali st
Party government armed its puppets to force people to
accept the Bantu Authorities Act. W have w tnessed
the peasant struggles which resulted in the | oss of
hundred of lives in areas such as Pondol and. Skukuni | and,
the Western Transvaal, Peddi e and ot her areas.

a

We are happy that the MIlitary Council here has begun
to set in notion a process to restore to the people of
the Transkei their heritage. Here we see the begi nnings
of the formation of an arny that is prepared to defend
the cause of the peoole which is to establish a United
Non- Raci al Demopcracy in a South Africa "which bel ongs
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to all who live init"; a South Africa in which
"the people shall govern". That is your heritage
that is our heritageSX And we call upon you and
all the people of South Africa as well as all
those who administer apartheid in the Bantustans
and in Urban Local Councils to stand up agai nst
apartheid. Let us drown the voices that preach
raci sm and di vi si ons anongst the people of our
land with the harnoni ous song that tells us of
peace and a United Non-Racial Denocratic South
Africa.
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