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Dear Comrades, | s -2 -

It is clear that committed revolutionaries in the renks

Accoﬁpunying this bPicf note is a document entitled | | of the Africun lational Congress cen no longer &llow
"PRUBLEMS OI' SUCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN OUR MOVERLNT', which this state ol affairs to continue unchecked.
nag been issued by the Regional Political Committee of |
the African lNational Congress in Fact Africe. | The National Eaecutive Conmittee of our organisation

' ' ' ' | invites all units to discuss this document with o view
As we read through this dacument We shall certainly all e _ of finding an urgent solution. This has now beeame -n
agree thet the comrades in Bast Africa are not just urgent political problem.
summing up thelr c.periences in the region but the problems

-

referred to arffect the movement generally. They neced to e shall wwait your comments.

be tackled politically as suggested in the document.

‘€ must ugree fully with this viewe There is no nfug Amand lad fatlal.
to rencat what 13 said in the document. The | cgsage is

clear,

It is certainly tru€ to say that -the level of discipline 9 |
_ I

in the movement has been falling catastrophically in f i B b ; e
» Ej:'% 3 2 ! ' . 1. 1 \ ; R i —
A recent y:zars. Thelt and other abuse of the propperty of g ﬁlfred liza,
W | i o 1 Mg iy - - vecretary Genoral,
R “ne African National Congress has become widesnread: African N.i.tional Congress
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other mind-tefogging prectices such as dagga=-smoking has LUSAKA
become alarvingly comron; instances of actual physical
clashes emonyst comrodes huve become widespread; abuse

e _ , “ ,
0L women ccenrides has also become conmon practice. 5/2/1919

«nC would deny that this state of aiffairs is opening the
aoors of our revolutionary rovement wide to cnenmy

enctretion and. subversion? This means that the existence

.0f the sword and shield, -the¢ spear of our people, the

>4 alrican lational Congress is seriously threstened and its

degstruction will doom our pe¢ople to perpetual slavery.
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PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL BEHAVICUR IN OUR MOVEIENTe

The questions of drink, dagga-smoking and loose, 1rrespon=
sible sexusl hehaviour are raised from time to time as
problems in our movement. These questions are not moral

ones., We cannot just say: ‘It is bad to drink too muchl’

‘It is wrorg to sleep around!‘ These are political questions
and must be looked at politically, They arise out of specific
social conditions and have definite political implications,
both for the immediate phase of struggle and for the future
liberated South Africa that we are starting to create.

The question that we must ourselves is: “Are these behaviours

compatible with the immediate task of winning freedom for
our people?’

Drinking and dagga-smoking.

Comradcs who drink heavily or get stoned on dagga are not

in a position to carry out the missions thaf are assigned
them by the organisation. Alcchol and dagéfloosen the
tongue and blur the mind. This creates a potential throat
to the security of our comrades and the organisation.

Heavy drinking and public drunkeness amongst ANC cadres
drags the name of the African National Congress in the

mud. Arrest for the use and possession of marijuana does
the same. Drunkeness at ANC meetings disrupts and sabotages
the progress of our work,

Sexugl relationshipse

The question of sexual relationships within the movement 1is
more complex. In times of rapid social change, old values
find themselves out of alignmeat with contemporary conditions
and new forms of relationships emerge between men and women,
The definitions of the boundaries between individual and
collective responsibility shift with the growing tide of
revolution, While the new forms of relationship that fit

our changing situation may not be very clear, there are
nevertheless definite negative trends which are incompatible
with the developnent of our struggle.

Lenin rejected, in very strong terms, the idea that "satisfying
sexual desire and the craving for love is as simple and as
trivial as ‘drinking a glass of water Y Relations between

the sexes are not simply relations of physical wants. "To be
sure'! "Lenin said} thirst has to be quenched. But would a
normal person normally lie down in the gutter and drink from

2 puddle? Or even from a gless whose edge has been grecased

by many lips? "But the social aspect 1s more important than

anything else.
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The drinking of water 1€ merely an individual matter. But it
take two people to make love, and a third person, new life, is
likely to come into being.This deed has a gocial complexion and
constitutes a duty to the community, "

—y

L i - | i P sBR FRTT B RN

Sexual promiscuity and casualnese.

1o regard sex purely in terms of individual gratification is
dangerous liberalicm =nd Ccah develop into uarestrained decadence,
Sleeping around with ALMErous parimers, without commitment ok
respect between the people involved, produces a Callous and
shallow attitude towards human relationships in generaly
Comrades who relentlescsly pursue their own gexual pleasure
cannot be relied uponto Carry out their duties with the cingle-
mindednese agnd discipline that ie leceesarys There ie aglso the
image of the organiecntion to consider . How doecs it appaar to
engmieﬁ and friends alike are known for their sexual promiscui-
iy

T e T

EZXploitative sexual relation chipe,

Comrades who use their position of power to manipulate other
comrades for sexual ends sre cngaging in one of the very woret
forme oi exploitation and hypocrisy. BEqually the uce of threat
0r Iforce to achieve once Sexual desires must be ruthlesely be
combatted in our movement, Thic k¥ind of be haviour destroye
comradely respect and trust and uncermines the organicsation,

Lrresponsible Sexua! Relationshipe.
The production of new humsn life alwaye remaine, to greater or
lesser extent, a poscible consequence of any sexual relation-
shipe. 4s things arc Precently organised within the movement, it
tue female, and not the male perent, of the child that has to
akEume responeibility for that child., It 1e the woman comrade
who is foced temporarily to leave her pPost in the army, or for-
feit her opportuniy for further gtudy.This inequality in the
naring of recponelbility for children is not the ideal situg=-
tion' but alternative arrfangencnte that would ensure that
male comrades share in the tagsk of child-rearing , do not seenm
pracvical or feasible a2t tAic ctage of the stiuggle.To make 1t
easier for women comrades to continue their dutied and studies
while rearing children s the ANC ig planning to build a creche
and kindergaten.,

But the point is thie: male comracecs, aviare that their training
°r education is not going to be alfected by the birth of their
chilildren, tend to have Very irrecponsible attitudee towards

e

exXual relationships and poseible impregration:They are thus
Objectively exploiting the csitudtion at the expence of their
female comrades. On the other hand , eome viomen comrsdes sIe
irresponeible and negligent toward their cnildren and thus
Jéorpadise the physical and mental health of our futuee genera-
tion of freedom fighters.,

*******H**************

The next question wé‘muét poéé ig what éfe vhe social conditions
that give rice to thece hegative behaviours within our ranks?

Conditions back home,

Apartheid is decigned not only to eXploit and oppres our people
to the maximum, but zlso to undermine our strenght and unity,
One of the most effective tactics which the enemy uses ie the
sowing of the seede of §ocial decay, the rotting of the fou-
ndatione of our Commwiity and the spreading of self-destructive
behaviour.,

The severe oppreegeion anad the difficulties we face in fighting
agalnet it creates feelinge of frustration and helpleechecs
vihich are ‘@o often drowned in drink or floated away 1n cloud of
dagga smoke. But the next morning apartheid is still there,
Joining the liber:otion Qnovement ie clear recognition that free-
dom will only be won throu = el of the gun and not through
the bottom of bEsT BoT €e W€ all know how the bheer hall vere
destroyed by the militant voweto youth,

S0 many aepects of life at home under the apartheid regime
proauce the rootleccnecse ang conctant insecurity thet makec it
difficult to form comnitted and responecible love relationehipe,
The way in which the 8tate shunts our people around to where they
can . best be exploited; the Kicking out of the townshipd of
all those who are not directly proaucing wealth for the capita-
lists; the imbalance of males and females in the Citieg and in
the Bantuetane; the bitter lonelinees and desolztion of thoce
abondoned in poverty esiricken rural arcae - all these things
create the conditions in which carcless' and exploitative eexuagl

Conditions in exile,

e i e = —

I'ne conditions of €Xlle can reinforce some of the negative socisl
trends from home. The tcheions and frustrations ol.-living aviay
from home are known 50 alisBt e, It d:5%n tiie eituation that
many seek comfort in drink or daggaedut such falge comiorts must
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not swerve us from ow taske. Wwe cannot go homc fighting if we have
to crawl out of the b re. w2 cannoct fight side by side with com=
rades 1f there is no eal regpect and trust between us,

1f we recognice that ctome 0f our socisl behaviour can be counter=
revolutionary, the next quecetion muct bes How do we cambat these
things?

(Dealing with epecific caces of disruptive and negative behaviouxr
16 of course the task ol the wnit collectives., Here we atiempt to
provide) a general guidelinee for the reegolutions of theege pre-
blems.

Gombatting negative socdal behaviour in our movement,

ATHe way ve combat these tencdénciee is not through moral condemna-

Wwion or hypocritical puritanism. We must collectively develop

a revolutionary morality which meane at all times being conscious
ol .our reeponsibility to tiie furtherance of the struggle , to

our movement, to our comradeck, and to the opprescsed masces at
homes At all times we muet strive 1o act 1in terme of that awarse
necsces Vthat Lenin szld about tne morality of the proleteriat in
ite etruggle againet all remnants ol bourgeolie eocilety has signi-
ficance for us in our national liberation struggle which increasie-
ngly calls for the fullest utilication of all forcee and energiess
Lehin said:

" The revolutiorn calle for concentration and rallying
of every nerve by the massee, and by the individual
Promiecuity in sexual mattere is bourgeois. It is &
slgn of degeneration. The proletariat ic a rising
clacc, 1t does noiv need an inivoxicant of sexual
Laxity or oi alcoiols It should and will not forget
the vilenece, the filth a.d barbarity of capjitalism,
It derivee its etrongest inepiration to fight from
clze:s poeition' 4, from the communist ideal. VWwhat it
needs is clarizy , claritiy and more clarity. There-

23 fore, 1 repeat, there muct be no weakning, no waste
| ana no cicsipetion oi ecnergy. velf-control ana self=-

diecipline are not slaverys not in matters of love
eltheYy . o

Wwe nuet be firm and uncompromicing ih the diecipline we eniorce
with respect to thiose comradec whote pcrsonal indulgences jeo=-
pardice and ecbotage our :trugile.vWe have beecn far too compla~-
cent about the level of drinking and the extent ol dagga-emoking
in our movement. Thocse who emoke dagga, and those who drink
fhnile working, must be geverely disciplined.

De

Vie must recognise that our perconal lives havc COlLEeqUEICES for our

political lives-the two are lnceparable < and that we have responsi=-

bilities that reach far beyond those ol our own individual existee
nces Comrades muet be ansverable to c-ach_othen: for their behaviour
and disciplipe wmust be collectively cupplied.

iie must work at developing the democratic structure in ' 1ich thoee
isgues can be roiced in a comradely way , without fear o~ persoaal
attack or victimisation. Through cxiiiaism and celfecriicism Ve
muct work towarde improving the etanc rds of dis<ciplipc, SeXlOUb~
ness and recponsibility throughout the movement.

we should wherever poecible, ke supporiing and encouraging towards
camrades who are siruggling with ibe weaknecss brought about
by the conditions at home and in exile. 1t it throuhg the bullding
of a strong community , a seise of mutual care anc IEE?QﬂElb%lty,
and through intense political involvementi, that the frustratione of
exile will be overcome and the foucatione of our neéw eocleliy corre

Finally,ve muet etrive conetantly to raice olir lcvel ol pollti-
cal understanding. In thic way we are all coastanily reminded of
revolutionary priorities and can clcarly see how uncdisciplined and
irresponsible behaviour can distract and divert ve Irom our histo-
ric task of liberating the opprececeed people of South Africa.

Issued by : Regional Political Commitucc
African National Congre&ﬂ(bﬂi,
East Africa,




