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Dear Comrades,

,

Accompanying this bfiLf note is a document entitled

“PRLbLEms OF SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN 018 MOVERLNT‘, which

has been isqued by the Regional Pu itical Committee of

the African Nationul Congrens in East Africa.

As he ‘rud through this dncnment we bhdll cwrtainly all

agrce that tho comrades 1n buat hfIlCU arc nwt just

summing up their unperiences in th: rvgion b-t the problems

refe1rgd to affect thL movemcnt generally. They nced to

be tackled politi ally a‘ suggc”ted :n the document.

:L must ugrte fully with this view. Phcrc is no nvfig

to rev at what 13 said in the document. The 'ssah; is

clear.

It is certainly trud to mgy that the level of d1901nline

in thr movement has hrgn ihliing cathmtrophicaLly in

rccent ygarn. Theft and othtr abuse of the prgpurty of

'he African National Con rvsa th Lccome uldcsnreud;

anti sooial behavipur rowted in gflccr81ve drirwing and

wthcr mind-iefOéglhg prtuticcs mach an daggu—rmoking has

tuccna ulurxingly common: instaLccs of actual physical

(llfhéb Lm0;,nt comrLdgs have hxcome wiicspremd; abu°e

V? wcmen 2.x‘ydas has al:o b come COLmon praxtice.

Ch» mould dtny that thia'utlte 01 m;fdirs in opening the

flow": if aux rgvolutjonuyy ravngtnt flld' to .ncmy

~u tr t’in ind nuhvnraion? Thia fauna that the cxirteh.e

01 KHz ~ vri and shitld, tn; spear of our p(JylL, the

Airiu r wrtjvnul Uonj“="s iv “wric'rly thruLtened and its

diSFIuttiDh uiJl docx our nuopli to utrwztuai mlUVLry.
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It is clear *hat committed revolutiunuriLs in the ranks

of the “frichn National Congress cen no longer allow

this state or affairs to continue unchecked.

The National ExecutiVe Committee of Jur organisation
invites all units to discuss this ducumunt with a view

of finding an urgent solution. Thin has now became 1n

urgcnt political grub] m.

We shall gwait your comments.

Amandla! Matlall
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Alfred EZ‘U‘
Sccrfitary 35h rul,
African F tional Congr<ns,

LTSAKA

3/2/1979

 



 

PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL BEHAVILfR IN OUR MOVEiENTv

The questions of drink, dagga—smoking and loose, irrespon-

sible sexual behaviour are raised from time to time as

problems in our movement. These qUestions are not moral

ones. We cannot just say: ‘It is bad to drink too much!‘
‘It is Wrorg to sleep around!‘ These are political questions

and must be looked at politically. The arise out of specific

social conditions and have definite polltical implications,

both for the immediate phase of struggle and for the future

liberated South Africa that we are starting to create.

The question that we must ourselves is: ‘Are these behaviours

compatible with the immediate task of winning freedom for

our people?‘

Drinking and dagga—smoking.

Comrades who drink heavily or get stoned on dagga are not

in a position to carry out the missions th are assigned

them by the organisation. Alcohol and dag loosen the

tongue and blur the mind. This creates a potential threat

to the security of our comrades and the organisation.

Heavy drinking and public drunkeness amongst ANC cadres

drags the name of the African National Congress in the

mud. Arrest for the use and pqssession of marijuana does

the same. Drunkeness at ANC n‘etings disrupts and sabotages

the progress of our work.

Sexuel relationships.

The question of sexual relationships within the movement is

more complex. In times of rapid social change, old values

find themselves out of alignment with contemporary conditions

and new forms of relationships emerge between men and women,

The definitions Of the boundaries between individual and

collective responsibility shift with the growing tide of

revolution. While the new forms of relationship that fit

our changing situation may not be very clear, there are

nevertheless definite negative trends which are incompatible

with the development of our struggle.

Lenin rejected, in very strong terms, the idea that "satisfying

sexual desire and the craving for love is as simple and as

trivial as ‘drinking a glass of water‘fl Relations between

the sexes are not simply relations of physical wants. "To be

sure?,"Lenin said: thirst has to be quenched. But would a

normal person normally lie down in the gutter and drink from

a puddle? Or even from a glass whose edge has been greased

by many 11 5? "But the social aspect ls more 1mportant than

anything 9 se.
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The drinking of water is merely an individual matter. But ittake two people to make love, and a third person, new life, islikely to come into being.This deed has a social complexion 81dconstitutes a duty to the community."

§%..P.1L.BLL§£Q91£X afllfié‘iufilflefifis.
To regard eex purely in terms of individual gratification isdangerous liberalism and can develop into unrestrained decadence.Sleeping around with numerous partmege, without commitment 01respect oetween the people involved, produces a callous andshallow attitude towards human relationships in general;Comrades who relentlessly pursue their own sexual pleasurecannot be relied uponto carry out their duties with the single—mindedneee and discipline that is necessary. There is also theimage of the orgahiention to consider . How does it appear toengmiee and friends alike are known for their sexual promiscui~ty

Earhlgitatix- .6.63<ual_.119..l.a.t.i.0.n.$11,110.54.
Comrades who use their position of power to manipulate othercomrades fox sexual ends are engaging in one of the very woretforms 01 exploitation and hypocrisy. Equally the use of threator force to achieve onee sexual desires must be ruthlessly becombatted in our movement. This kind of be haviour destroyscomradely respect and trust and undermines the organisation.

3325129951212 ,.§e3\'.,u.a. i».V-fé:e.l,:l.t.i.qr3..shi.p;~=i~.
The production of new human life always remains, to greater orlesser extent, a poeeiblc consequence of any sexual relation~ships. As things are presently organised within the movement, itthe female, and not the male parent, of the child that has toassume responsibility for that child. It is the woman comradewho is foced tomporhrily to leave her post in the army, or for—feit her opportuniy for further etudy.fhis inequality in thesharing of responsibility £01 children ie not the ideal situa-tion but alternative arrangements that would ensure thatmale comrades share in the task of Child—reuring , do not seempracticel or feasible at this Ltagc oi the etiuggle.To make iteasier i0: women COhIade: to continue their duties and studiesWhilu trine children, the ANC is pllnnihg to build a crecheand kindergatem.

 

but the point ie thiz: male comradec, aware that their training3: education is not going to be aifected by the birth of theirchildren, tend to have very irreaponsible attitudes towards
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sexual relationships and possible impregnation;They are thusobjectively exploiting the eitumtion at the expense of tLeirfemale comrades. On the other hand , some women comrades areirresponsible and negligent toward their children and threjeorpadise the physical and mental health of our future genera—tion of freedom fighters.

****§**H***********fi**

The next question heChQEt poee is What ere the social cogditionsthat give rise to these negative behaviours within our ranks?
Conditions gggggJyggg.

Apartheid is designed not only to exploit and oppree our peopleto the maximum, but also to undermine our etrenght and unity,One of the most effective tactics which the enemy uaee is thesowing of the seeds of social decay, thc rotting of the fou-ndations of our community and the epreading oi self—deetructivebehaviour.

The severe oppression and the difficulties we iace in fightingagainst it creates feelings of frustration and helplessnesswhich are'ao often drowned in drink or floated away in cloud ofdagga smoke. But the next morning apartheid is still there.Joining the liberction movement is clear recognition that free—dom will only be won throu el of the Jun and not throughthe bottom of be ‘ ‘6 e. he all know ow t1e oeer hall weredestroyed by the militant Soweto youth.

 

   

 

So many aspects of life at home under the apartheid regimeproauce the rootleseneee and conLtaht insecurity that m_dfifi itdifficult to form committeé and reeponeible love relationships.The way in which the atate shunts our people around to at re theycan , best be exploited; the kicking out 01 the tnwnshipé ofall those who are not directly producing wealth for the capita—lists; the imbalance of males and females in the cities 4nd inthe Bantuetane; the bitter loneliness and dceolction oi thceeabondoned in poverty stricken rural area: - all theae t ingEcreate the conditions in which carelese and exploitatiVU Enxuqlrelationships can thrive.

 

   

Conditions in exile;

The conditions of exile Can reiniorce some of the ntgative Ltrends from home. The tcneions and frustratioha of living afrom home are known to all of us. It i: in this Eitugtich Lmany seek comfort in drink or dagga.3ut such false comfort: muet
   

 



 

4.

not swerve us from oh task. We cannot go homc fighting if we have
to crawl out of the b re. #3 cannot fight side by side with com-
rades if there is no eal reapect and trust between us.

If we recognise that Home 0: our social Dehaviour can be counter¢
revolutionary, the next question muLt be: How do we combat thuse
things?

(Dealing with epecific cases of disruptive and negative behaviour
is of course thL task 01 thc unit collectives. Here we attempt to
provide) a general guidelines for the resolutions of these pro-
bleme.

.Qgczb,qt_t.ing _ 95.53 t_ive social b.e.h,tv.v,i.0.u.r. in. Rug; rzoyymgpfil

  
   

 

Thh way ve combat fihese trnCanies is not throu;h moral condemna-
‘tion or hypocritical puritanism. We muat collectively devalop
a rtvglutionqry moreliLy which mean: ai all timzs being conscious
:nf oul responsibility to t a fuxtherancc oi the struggle , to
our movem;ht, to our comrs cs, th to thc opprebned maELes at
home; At all times KC must strive LO act in terms of that aware-
ness. What Lenin B‘id abou‘ the morality oi the proletariat in
its struggle againai all IkWflQfltE oi bourgeois society has signi—
ficance Ior us in our national liberation struggle which increasi-
ngly calls for the iullesi utilization of all felcee and energies.
Lenin said:

 

" Ehc revolutio: calla for concentration and rallying
of every ner' by the masses, and by the individual .
PIoriscuity iL hexuul matters is bourgeois. It is a
Sig; of dug ”ration. The proletariat i; a rising
clan“. It does no‘ need an inuoxicant of Lexual
laxity 01 01 alcohol. It should and will not forget
the uiltnvua, the 111th and barlfiric; of napitlliem.
it h rives it: utxongaat inspirstion to light from

; , 110m the comnuniat ideal. What it
nae: i: cl¢11_y , clgriuy and more clarity. There—

>\ f01a, I rcpuht. tbure ?HLt be no :eakning, no waste
ans :0 LiLLinFCiCH 01 uncrgg. Sclf—control and eelf-
dizuiplinc arc hQL cl vary; hot in matters of love
eitlar.”

  

 

    'ne must be Iizm gni uncomyro ‘ing in thc discipline we enforce
with respect to tl’ c cchllu L 'hOEc DLILDSEI indulgences joo—
p4 ' aha b;bot.)r 3hr ALlugble.ue have DLGH far too compla-
cent ubout ti: 19':l 01 drinking and the extent oi dagga—Emoking
in oul movcment. lho:c who smoke dcgga, anh thoae who drink

fhhile working, must be severely hl_ciplined.
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We must recc 153 that our personal lives have confiequegces for our

political livEZ—the two are inseparable f and that_w§ hgfe reapgnsi-

bilities that reach far beyond those 01 our own Lnaiv1zual ex1ste—

nee; Comrades must be answerable to each other ior themr behaviour

and discinlina must be collectively :ppliad.

We must work at developing the democrazic structure in ‘}ich those

issues can be Irieed in a comradely wag , without fear U personal

attack or Yictimisation. ibrough.critiaiem and :elf-crizcifim he

must work towards improving the etahhurds of discipline, 52r10ua~

neas and reeponsibility throughout the movement.

we should wherever poaaible, be suppoxt mg an& encouraging towards

comrades who are gtruggling with the weakness brough; aboht

by the conditions at home and in exile. it i: thxguhg the hullfilhg

of a strong community , a sense of mutual care anh Ieepon51bllty,

and through intense political involvemeni. that th: irusiratlone of

exile will be overcome and the iouhhtion: of our RCW :ocielty coxre

ctly laid.

Finally,we must strivc conatsntly 10 raise our level 0i poliyi-

cal understanding. In thin way we are all constantly reminaea of<

revOlutionary priorities and can clearly see how undisciplined and

irresponsible behaviour can distract dud divert uL from our histo-

ric task of liberating the oppressed people of south Africa.

Issued by : Regional Political Committgc
African National Congregg(bA3,
East Aixica.


