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AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS

gf South-Afrlca

Afri kkaj ai nen kansal | i skgngr ese

Statenment on the attendance of the "Pretoria Youth Choir" at the XIX Wrld
Conference of the Internatmal Society for Misic Education, Helsinki 7-12th
August, 1990.

In response to inquiries about the ANC s position on the above visit we wish to
state:

1/. The international cultural baycott of Apartheid South Africa is still in place
and fully endorsed by the ANC and the broadl y-based Mass DenpCratic

Moverreht (MDM) in South Africa. The haycott has the active backing of the world-v
wi de Anti-Apartheid Mvenent, the UN and other international agencies. It is
strictly adhered to by the QAU, the Non-Aligned Movenent, indeed the

overwhel mng majority of the world s countries. The Nordic states, too, have been
forenost in applying it.

2/ . The boycott does not include denocratically-mnded an anti-racist South
African artists, cultural workers, sportspersons and academ cs who seek to perform
out side South Africa. These denocratic and anti-racist forces nust be encouraged
and strengthened at all levels to assist themin the struggl e agai nst Apartheid.
3/. The cultural organs of the MDM mandated by the collective liberation
alliance, .play a pivotal role in advising and giving assistance to the internationa
conmunity on matters related to cultural contact with South Africa. .

4/ . The Cultural Desk of the United Denocratic Front(UDF). after consultation

with the various cultural organs within the MDM has issued the follow ng
statenment regardi ng the above visit:

"The Cultural Desk wish to state it categorically clear that we have not been
consul ted, neither informed, about the invitation or perfornmance by the PTetoria
Youth Choir at the XIX Wrld Conference of the Intmimtianal Society for Misic
Educati on. After broad consultation with our cultural structlmon the ground it is
therefore clear that the Pretoria Youth Choir is not part of any of our progressive
cultural structures in the country." '’

5/. Cuided by the above, the ANC expresses its grave concern over this visit and
its inplications for the cultural boycott. International pressure has played a crucia
role in weakening the Apartheid Systemand forcing it to neet sone of the key
denmands of the oppressed najority. The cultural boycott is an inportant conponent
of this pressure and we call on all those connected with the 18MB conference to
observe it.

Mohamed Hussein

- ANC Representative

6t h August 1990.
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(Transl ation, original in Finnish)

FOREI GN M NI STRY

, Hel si nki 15.3.1990

Ellen U ho

| SME 1990

Si bel i us Acadeny

P O Box 86

00251 hel si nk

Ref: Participation of citizens of the Republic of Scuth Africa
in ISME's XIX Conference in Helsinki, 7-12.8.90.

The Foreign Mnistry refers to yQur letter of 11.1.90 in which
you enquire about the opinion of the Mnistry concerning possible
participation of citizens of the Republic of South Africa in the
above mentioned conference.

The Nordic Foreign Mnisters in Turku 6-7.3.90 approved revised
Nordi c visa regul ati ons concerning citizens of the Republic of
South Africa which nake it easier, fdr exanple, for South
Africans to obtain visas to cultural-events in the Nordic
countries. It is the opinion of the Foreign Mnistry that the
Worl d Conference of the International Society for Misic Education
(I SME) can be regarded as pronoting di al ogue and denocratisation
i nside South Africa. Thus the Foreign Mnistry believes that
granting of visas to the South African choir, ochestra, and
lecturers taking part in the conference can in principle be
favourably consi dered.

Jaakko Bl onmberg

Head of Political Dept.
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Lectures and lecturers at the 15m Conference 'h W JA
nucsday. 3.15w5. 16.
The attai nment 0! Bentley: "Measures of Miusical Abilities" by teachers-
I n-tral nl ng usi ng suggestopadtn as an instructional strategy
- Mervyn Garlick. South Africa "
3.15-6.15
AFRI CAN VI EW I N MJUSI C EDUCATI ON
Afrlcm Miusic: traditional song: and dances of the Taonga. ’'1.qu nd
Sot ho
Shaun J. Khosa. South Africa ,
Arrikuns folk music - an exanple or positive lyncretismbraving the
future
Erica Swart. south Africa
African nusic activities for chlldren
Caroline van N ckurk. South Africa
3.15-5.15
An experinental approach to rhythmin African. |Indian and Western
musi c
El i sabeth Garhle. South Africa
Thur sday
[1Tum | pm
Arole rm radio and win the musical devel opnent or the very young
Caroline van N ekerk. South Africa
[l am -1 pm
Towardu a theory for aecondary school musk: teachers
Chri stopher Dew. South Africa
Sat ur day
1lam 1pm
The Sout hern African nmusic educators aocleny and intercultural nusic
educat i on
unnbeth Cerhle. South Africa
Pretoria Youth Choir
we nos ay at 5- pm Napoo Cultural Centre
thursday at 7-9.30 Flnlnndiu Chanber Misic Hal
, - . m.
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Amyon
Thank your very much About your fax this norning.
The Cultural Desk wish to state it categorically chain that W have not bun
consulted neith-r informed :bout the invitation or performance by the Pretoria
Youth Choir It the XIX Wrld Conference or the International Society for Misic
Educati on.
After broad cqnsultation with our Cultural structures on the ground it is

mentors clear that the Pretoria Youth Choir 13 not part of any of our progressive

cultural structures in the country.
Yours in the struggle.
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