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King’s 
right- hand 
man Killed 
PHINDILE NGUBANE 
POLITICAL REPORTER 

ING Goodwill Zwelithini has }; 
been dealt another tragic 
blow with the death of his 
legal adviser, Mr Sidumo |J 

Mathe, in a car accident at the week- 
end. The wreckage was only discov- 
ered hours after the accident. MATHE 

+ Mr Mathe was last seen on Friday 
night, apparently on his way to Durban after 
visiting the king’s KwaDlamahlahla palaces in 

*“Nongoma. His body was discovered on Sat- 
- urday afternoon. 

*_ His death comes soon after the royal family 
buried two of its members ‘within weeks of 
each mher 

Zulu was attacked and killed 
ou'side Hils Lamontville home on November 2 
andetiIIoe Thokozani Zull:ls was stoned to 
death in Nongoma two weeks ago. 

Mr Mathe pldyed more than the role of a 
legal adviser to the king. He was described as a 
“right-hand man” and accompanied the 
‘monarch to social and other functions. 
While I;lflfial reaction to Mr Mathe' s]1 death 
m one suspicion, preliminary police re- 

have suggested that he died after appar- 
emly losing-control of his vehicle. 

KwaZulu-Natal violence monitor Mary 
Haas was as saying that Mr Mathe’s life 
‘was récently threatened. 

Police spokesman Vish Naidoo said Mr 
Mathe had left KwaDlamahlahla about 
10pm, but the car wreckage was only discov- 

  

ered about 1.30 pm on Saturday. 

skidded off the road and plunged over 
2 700m cliff. 

His body was thrown out of the 
vehicle before it hit the foot of the 
cliff. 

One of the policemen who arrived 
at the scene, Insp Sabelo Zwane, said 
the car had broken up. 

Bad weather conditions - thick 
and rain - and the sharp bends on the 
lgh( have cor}gidbutfid to *e accident, he 

A motorist ice to the 
Capt Naidoo said‘;gem was mmece at 

this stage to suggest foul play, but he said that 
police were investigating a case of ‘culpable 

homcig:led tha rmal He it this was nor Pprocedure 
when a person was killed in a vehicle accident. 
MrMathe’s body has been taken to a Durban 

‘mortuary for a postmortem today. 
Plexdn;et Lionel M(shalkl1 oxalmd }:fi- Mflnq;st 

yester ressing s| at Mr ‘Mathe 
death azdefile) extended condolences to Mr 
Mathe’s family on behalf of the provlndal gov- 

e estly advise all road ‘especially “I earnestly a ‘users, 
during the festive, often wet seasori, to exercise 
extreme caution on the roads imthesafetyof 
all travellers,” Mr Mtshali sald: - 

An official at the King’s office said they were 
waiting for a directive from the king ré 
officially commenting on Mr Mathe's death. 
Mr Mathe, who was from kfeinNongoma, 

had served King Zwelithini since 1994. 
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President 

accepts 
SABC list 
MERCURY CORRESPONDENT | 

JOHANNESBURG - President 
Mbeki had accepted the list of 12 
names for the new SABC board 
and might announce its chairman 
s0on, a senior government source 
told The Mercury dysterda 

The source said Mr Mbeki had 
requested the extension of time to 
investigate the credentials of at 
least anmedpemon but had also been 
infuriat the expectation of 
the parhamentaxy committee. 

It was that Mr Mbeki 
would take only one day to look at 
the list and decide who to appoint 
as chairman by the following day, 
which was. the deadline for the 
new board to take over. 

Although' the source would not 
name the person investigated, The 
Mercury can reveal it was Ms 
Melanie Chait, who is an ex- 
employee of the SABC in the poli- 
cy co-ordination division of the 
commissi department. 

This is the department that was 
recently investigated by auditors. 

‘The auditors found h:t leaét fcteu; 
senior managers to have flout 
the rules. 

Senior SABC staff members had 
concern soon after Ms 

Chait’s nomination, saying she 
'had been found guilty of abusing a| 
crei cad ing a0 to Landin 
in 1995. The invsfigaflon. howev- 
er, disproved this.   

- THE MERCURY 
‘ Monday, December 6, 1999 

DP orders i 1nqu1ry \ 
PHINDILE NGUBANE 
POLITICAL REPORTER 

THE Democratic Party has ordered 
an inquiry into what apfpeaxs to be 
deliberate falsification of the party’s 
membership by some of its 
Gauteng branch leaders, who may 
face expulsion from the party. 

The rigging of membership 
numbers - dead fi:ple have been 
included - has been blamed on 
power-hungry party leaders bent 
on using irregular tactics to make it 
as top office bearers. 

The scandal was said to have sur- 
faced after a membership audit was 
commissioned by Gauteng leader 
Peter Leon in preparauon for a 
November 

DP chief whip Douglas Gibson 
said yesterday that after the irregu- 
larities had been uncovered by the 

initial audit, he had ordered a more 
substantive second audit led by 
national assembly member Rudi 
Heine. 

‘The audit found that “a number 
of members are referred to as being 
paid-up members when they are 
no longer active and in some in- 
stances where they have died”. 

Mr Gibson said the inquiry con- 
smed of three senior DP members. 

ex&ected to complete 
thm work by the end of]anuagy 

A DP member of the KwaZulu- 
Natal legislature and one of the 
commission’s members, Mr Wessel 
Nel, said a meeting would be held 
for discussions on the inquiry 
“within_the next three to four 

Mr G}bson said his party wou]d 
ensure that the guilty parties “are 
appropriately dealt with”. 
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PATRICK LEEMAN 

HE Dalai Lama said in 
Durban at the weekend 
that it was the prerogative 
of President Mbeki to 

meet whichever world leader he 
chose to. If Mr Mbeki found it 
““inconvenient” to meet him sepa- 
rately, he did not wish to create any 
embarrassment about the matter. 

Tibet's exiled spiritual leader was 
leplylng to a-question relating to 
the reported refusal of Mr Mbeki to 
meet the Dalai Lama because of 

“pressure” from the Peoples Rep- 
lic of China. 
He said he had consistently been 

portrayed by the Chinese authori- 
ties and the Chinese media as a 
“liar” and this might have petsuad- 
ed some political leaders not to 
meet him. 

‘The Dalai Lama said that China 
was in the process of economic 
transformation and he was con- 
vinced there would be political 
change as well. 

He was not seeking indepen- 
dence for Tibet but a certain am- 

DALA ‘I’AMA RESPONDS TO PRESIDENT’S REFUSAL OF PRIVATE TALKS | 

ount of self-rule within the borders 
of the people’s republic. 

Asked whether he agreed that 
Chinese attitudes towards him 
hardened every time the Western 
media conveyed him in a 3:)0(1 
light, the spiritual leader said 
]ouma.hs\s ‘were not so much pro- 
Tibet as “pro-justice”. 

“The media who support the Tib- 
etan issue usually support other iss- 
ues of justice as well as the 1egm— 

‘mate rights of the Chinese g:ople 
He drew a distinction 

the attitudes of the two most popu- 

lous otéjual.lm&s on earth 
and Ing 

In the former, efiy 
voice was suppréssed, hesaid;while 
in India there was democracy, the 

rule of law, and an independent 

judidiary. 
‘The Dalai Lama said he was look- 

ing forward to exploring how trans- 

formation in South Africa had 
worked out in practice since his last 

visit in 1996. 
Yesterday the spiritual leader of 

Tibet conduded a day’s spiritual 
teaching for 650 people and later 

Nelson 
:Desmond: 'l\uu, could h 
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CAPE TOWN - Mrs Winnie Madi- 
kizela-Mandela says that if the 
media has anything to do with it, 
hex contribution to the coum-:ys 
%lwul only be remembered 
for kidnapping and assault. 

Interviewed on the Newsmaker 
programme, Mrs Madikizela-Man- 
dela recalled how on a recent flight 

from Spain she opened a magazine 
trumpeting the achievements of 
women this century, but under her 
name saw only a negative report. 

On whether she believed the 
media had forgotten her personal 
contribution to the liberation strug- 

gle, she said: “Whether they've for- 
gotten or not, 1 don't care. I care 
about my &eople and their percep- 
tions and their o] inions. 

“The people have spoken two   Saturdays.ago. They awarded me a 
humanitarian award.” . 

Winnie lashes out at 
Describing herself as a “country 

girl from Pondoland”, she again 

said she owed no one an apology 
for her role in the liberation strug- 
gle. 

She had not applied for amnesty 
and she would never do so. 

Anti-apartheid activists had 

fought a just war and the findings 
of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission were moonsequenual 
She aga.‘ln the com- 

mission’s findings that she should 

be held accountable for the gross 

violations of human rights com- 

mitted her Mandela United 
Football Club. 

The commission found that the 
club had been involved in criminal 
activities, including killing, torture, 
assault and arson. 

Asked whether she was worried 
about being prosecuted, she said: “I 

media \\ 
wouldn't give a damn what the 
attorney-general does. I'm not 
bothered by what the TRC said, or 

how it came to its findings.” 
On claims by Mandela United's 

former coach, Jerry Richardson, 

“that he had kxlled teenage activist 

Stompie Seipei and others on her 
instructions, she said: “History 

will prove all that was said is 
false.” 

On -her -trial -for kidnapping 
and assaulting Stompie, Mrs 

Madikizela-Mandela said it suited 
the trial judge at the time to ignore 

evidence that Richardson was men- 
tally unstable. 

Mrs Ma;lfloz;l;u}‘:{angfela was 
eventually foun ity of assault- 

ing Seipei and was fined, after the 
appellate division ovmumed her 

earlier convictions for kidnapping 
and assault. - Sapa 

  

  
 


