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     Dr Phgtudi's coffin is carried to its stlng place 
  
 



Mr Noko Ramodila.. . . tip 
Phatudi as Lebowa’s 

d to succeed Dr 
hief Minister 

YOUNG PLANNING 
MINISTER TIP 
AS LEBOWA No 1 

" By THOMAS LEKGOTHOANE 
WHILE a bitter struggle is hotting up for No 1 position in 
the Lebowa government, Mr Noko Ramodike, young, 
articulate Minister of Economics and Planning, is tipped 
to be the late Dr Cedric Phatudi’s successor as Chief 
Minister. o 

But there are other ible candidates. ] ; 
Kgoshi Mokgoma Mapseqs’;umula Matlala, former Chief Minister, and 

Kgoshi Lesiba Chris Mothiba, Mlmster of Einance, are also ,sgid to be in 
the running. : e’ s i : 

It is beliived Mr M J Duba, Minister of Law and Order, and Kgoshi 
Boleu Harry Rammupudu, Minister of Education, are not contesting the 
“hot seat”. 

‘», 
    

Kgoshi ‘Matlala was 
ousted by Dr-Phatudi in 
the 1973 elections, while 
Kgoshi Mothiba, a gra- 
duate from the Univers- 
ity of the North, has 
been in the cabinet for 
10 years — first as the 
Minister of Works. 

But because of Kgoshi 
Matlala’s intention to opt 
for independence, the 
battle will be contested be- 
tween Kgoshi Mothiba and 
Mr Ramodike. 

be contacted for comment 
because they were both in 
mourning for Dr Phatudi, it 
is believed Mr Ramodike 
stands the best chance. 

The new Chief Minister 
will be elected at the 
Lebowa Legislative Assem- 
bly on Wednesday. 

Buried 
® More than 20 000 lgoeo 

ple paid tribute to Dr Pha- 
tudi, who was buried at 
“Hero’s Acre” at Lebowak- 
gomo on Friday. They in- 
cluded Mr Chris Heunis, 
South African Minister of 
Constitutional Develop- 
ment and Planning and Dr 
Gerrit Viljoen, Minister of 
Education. 

Among others were the 
| leader of the Labour Party, 
' the Rev Allan Hendrikse, 
| the Chief Minister of Gaza- 
nkulu, Professor H E 

. Ntswanwisi. the Chief Min-. 
ister of Ka-Ngwane, Mr 
Enos Mabusa, the Chief 
Minister of QwaQwa, *Dr 
Kenneth Mopeli, Bishop 

 Barnabas Ramarumo Lek- 
anyane, leader of the Zion 
hristian Church, and sen- 

ior officials from Transkei, 
Ciskei, Venda and Bophu- 
thatswana. 

History' 
Mr Heunis said Dr Pha- 

tudi was a great leader and 
a politician, a man of hi 
ideals, as evidenced by the 
social, economic and politi- 

\al history of Lebowa. 
Mr Heunis said Dr Pha- 

tudi was against violence 
and terrorism, not only in 
Lebowa but in the whole of 

  

  South Africa. 

  
Although they could not 

  

He had alw: ys believed 
that South Africa was one 
country and that all its 
ple must share one desgfngz 
and he accepted a federal 
solution as a solution which 
could bring together again 
all those areas which had 
been severed politicall 
from each other throug 
apartheid. 

A tributé from the Chief 
Minister of Kwazulu, Dr 
Mangusotho Buthelezi, was 
read by the Kwazulu Minis- 

| 
i 

ter of Education and Cul- 
ture, Dr O Dhlomo. 

Concerned 

Dr Buthelezi said Dr 
Phatudi was a non-racist, a 
democrat and a pragmatist 
who was concerned to 
make government the gov- 
ernment of the ple. 

“While South ca was 
moving again towards an- 
other explosion of escalat- 
ing violence, Dr Phatudi 
was a prime mover in an 
attempt in 1983 to bring 
Black leaders together in a 
federal structure, which he 
believed could later be ex- 
panded to include in 
a national solution to South 

. Africa’s problems,” said Dr 
Buthelezi. 

“We were true partners 
in the struggle for liber- 
ation and shared goals and 

' a c]:mmitmeut to those 
goals. ¢ : 

“This was demonstrated 
by the invitation which he 
extended to me to address 

the Lebowa Legislati 
sembly in 1984" 1o     

/ 
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HE looks just like an 

seams. 

  of pinball. 

~— 

y other township kid. At 
13, he is only a metre tall. He usually wears 
his only pair of shorts and a dirty shirt. 
‘His tackies are beginning to split at the 

He loves to watch football andrzto jive to Miriam 
Makeba songs played by the jukebox in the town- 
ship cafés. Some afternoons he plays a mean game 

But Stompo’s life is not all child’s play. He has 
become a legend in his home township of Tuma- 
hole in the Free State where he is known as the 
tough general of the little people’s army — the 
powerful group of young activists, the “Under 

tes. 

Fourteens” — who are the We of the vigilan- 

As leader of the Under Fourteens, Stompo has 
more than 1500 children under his command. Their 

mission: to protect the residents of Tumahole from 

  

    ut his hardline militancy has often put him in 
the firing line. He has lost count of the number of 
times he has been arrested and detained. His latest - 
(and longest) stint was 11 months. 

Stompo also appeared in court on charges of 
public violence, which were later withdrawn.. 

He earned the-pieknam & Stompo — which means 
the toughest part of a tree — for his fearlessness 
and commitment. 

The young boy said this week that he had no fear 
of dying. He is fearless. 

“Children are better than adults because they 
_are not afraid. Adults run away when the police 
come,” he said. 

He does not believe he 
will live long. Asked if he 
hoped one day to have a 
family, he said he did not 
think it would be possi- 
ble. “They can come and 
shoot me any time,” he 
said. 5 

With the fervour of a 
martyr, he said: “I do not 
mind dying for the strug- 
gle.” 

Stompo moves careful- 
ly in the township and is 
usually protected by at 
least four young body- 

_ guards. Everv ,¥§hf ha 
oungest 

Membership is open to 
anyone under 14. Their 

youngest recruit is eight. 

However, like millions 

of young boys the world - 

over, Stompo thinks girls 
are “sissies” and they 

aren’t invited to join “the 

struggle”. 
“You can’t trust ladies, 

they tell our secrets. 
Also, they are not strong 
enough to be with us.” 

Cohesiveness and unity 
are emphasised by the 
Fourteens who say that if 
one member is detained, 
every member must 
work for his release. 

The fact that young 

children can organise 

themselves effectively is 
something that has baf- 
fled the adults in the 
community. 

The chairman of the 
Tumahole Civic Associa- 
tion, Adam Mosepedi, 

said: “Even we don’t 
know how these children 

can be like this.” 
He said the parents 

sleeps in a different 
place. 

His mother supports 
him but he is suspicious 
of his stepfather whom 
he claims is an inform- 
er and regularly beats 
him with a stick. 

He has been an activ- 
ist since the age of 10 

The Under | 

      

   when he and his best 
friend Gilly formed the 
Under Fourteens at a 
time of heightened ten- 
sion in the township. 

The Soweto uprising of 
1976 and the increasing 
involvement of young 
children in political 
structures in the town- 
ship formed the backdrop 
to the formation of the 
group. 
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“We started the Four- 
teens at the time of un- 
rest. They (the vigilantes) 
were oppressing us. At 
school they would ask us 
for money for no good 
reason. People were 
being shot in the streets,” 
he said. * 

“Our families were not 
owning tb;ér own homes. 
It seemed ias if the Gov- 
ernment’ was not in- 

{ . 

LIFE m thé iownsfiip# is ndtb all play for boys like GILLY, secpnd-iqa 

command of the Under Fourteens 

dren back at school and 
off the streets. 

The politically active 
children have found 
themselves barred from 
school. 

Stompo said that when 
he was released from de- 
tention he arrived at 
school and his headmis 
tress phoned the police 
who ordered him off the 
property. 

He left school last year 
when he was in standard 
two. A bright pupil, he 
said, his marks were 

usually in the top four of 
a class of 45. 

His ambition is to be 
a scientist and he bor- 
rows books from friends 

* wanted to see the chil- in a bid to keep up with 

his studies. He loves 

playing chess, a game he 
learnt while in detention. . . 

While his white coun- 
terparts may be discus- 
sing their Famous-Five 

adventure books, Stompo 
studies the Freedom 

Charter, which he knows 

by rote. 

Home is a forlorn two- 
roomed shack which he 
sometimes shares_with 
his parents and his youn- 
ger brother. 

His days have no par- 
_ticular routine and he 
wanders the streets talk- 
ing to the children. 

Stompo is a disarm- 

ingly warm and trusting 
person who regularly 
flashes an impish smile. 
Yet when he talks it is 

with the coldness of one 
who has no sympathy for 
the “enemies of the peo- 
ple”. 

Toughened by his 
apartheid upbringing and 
battered by his encoun- 
ters in jail, Stompo acts 
like one who has seen it 
alls. 

But political scientists 
. point out that it is well 
documented that children 
are better survivors than 
adults. 

Dr Tom Lodge of the 
Department of Political 
Studies at the Universi-. 
ty of the Witwatersrand 
said studies from the 
World War 2 holocaust . 
showed that children, 
proved to be the best sur- 
vivors. ? ; s 

brutalised 
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terested in us.” 
When recruiting new 

members, Stompo said he 
was careful to point out 
that his group were not. 
fighting whites. “We ex- 
plain to them the tactics 
of the Government and 
the laws that oppress us. 
We tell them it doesn’t 
mean that any white man 
is our enemy. : 

“We say we are fight- 
ing for equal rights and 
we want to be equal be- 
fore the law irrespective 
of colour, sex or reli- 
gion.” 

- Recruits were also told 
that the Fourteens were 
not “trying to show off”. 

Stompo said most peo- 
ple in the township re- 
spected them but there 
were those who said they 

.~ were doing what they 
were doing “because we 

| are only children”. 

‘ 
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POLITICAL scientist Tom Lodge 
calls them the lost generation. 

They are the legion of black children 
who have formed the front line in the 
township conflicts and who have be- 
come brutalised by the violent environ- 
ment. 

Unemployment, economic and social 
deprivation coupled with a Government 
clampdown on .black leadership struc- 
tures has produced an angry young 
black generation. 
According to Dr Lodge and Mark 

Swilling of the University of the Witwa- 
tersrand, it is possible that of the 879 
people killed in 1985, more than half 
were children. : 

_ Of the thousands detained under 
emergency regulations from July 1985 
to March 1986, 26 percent were younger 
than 18 and 61 percent were younger 
than 25. 

Dr Lodge and Mr Swilling, in an arti- 
cle in 4frica Report, argue that unem- 
ployment and a “cultural revolution, a 
metamorphis in values and conventions 
of the profoundest type” has shaped 
black South Africa over the past 10 
years. 

“Since the Soweto uprising, when a 
classroom rebellion broke the intimi- 
dated silence of the older generation, 
young people have experienced an un- 
precedented moral ascendancy within 
the black communities. 

“It is perhaps most evident in peo- 
ple’s behaviour at funer- 
als, for on these occa- 

emerged as a gro 
about but to be talked 

  

  

to 
FoUp ot to be talked 

Anger 

  

young to 
the fore 

  sions the customary def- 
erence of the young to 
the old has been over- 
turned. Time was when 
funerals commemorated 
the lives and achieve- 
ments of the departed 
with solemn and time- 
worn ritual. Now things 
are different. Funerals 

are a time for looking 
forward not back. 

“The young predomi- 
nate among the speech- 
makers ... and the coffin 
is no longer borne away 
in a creaking Cadillac 
but carried instead on the 
shoulders of young 
mourners wearing the 
    A A 

  

bright T-shirts of youth 
congresses, civic assoca- 
tions and the African Na- 
tional Congress.” 

After 1976 schools 
were rapidly politicised 
and during the 1980s in- 
creasingly well organ- 
ised 

It is against this back- 
ground that the youth re- 
volt emerged — ranging 
from highly politicised 
and articulate schoolchil- 
dren to “bands of feral 
children”. # 

The youth became an 
active force in township 
politics bringing an egali- 
tarian rather than hierar- 
chical social order to the 
townships. 

Said a community 
: leader, the Rev Molefe 

Tsele: “The youths are a 
joint and equal partner in 
all processes of commu- 
nity life. They emerged 
as a group not to be 
talked about, but to be 
talked to.” 

Dr Lodge and Mr 
Swilling say that unless 
the country’s agonising 
conflicts are to endure 
indefinitely, negotiation 
of one form or another 
must occur. 

‘But, they argue, “the 

more the revolutionaries 
have to depend on the 
reckless heroism of this 
lost generation of chil- 
dren, the less they will be 
able to offer their oppo- 
nents at the negotiating 
table”. 
Professor Fatima’ 

Meer of the University of 
Natal said the breakdown 
of inter-generational 
leadership and the vio- 
lent conditions in the 
townships have produced 
a generation of children 
who are forced to form 
their own normative 
structures. 

“The African town- 
ships are riddled with 
fear, there is a feeling 
that nobody is going to 
look after you and that 
everybody is against you. 

“The children have the 
feeling that there is no- 
body to turn to and it is 
against this background 
that they invent their 
Own norms. 

“They learn to survive 
on their own terms in a 
situation where they are 
dragged into total vio- 
lence. - 

“The only situation in 
which they are forced to 
survive is one of vio- 

lence. There is nothing in | 
their environment which | 
cultivates a respect for | 
authority — authority is 
associated with the sys- 
‘tem which oi’).pressgs?; 
them. # 

“One of the most dis- 
turbing aspects is that 
our youth has been de- 
prived of inter-genera- | 
tional leadership. oy 

“Each new generation | 
finds itself deprived of an 
accessible leadershipi; 
who would help them to | - 
develop an ideological 
framework. o : 

“A significant minority 
of the leadership has ei- 
ther left the country or 
been locked up.” ; 

Professor Meer said 
the question was whether 
these children would “re- | 
cover”, St 

“We haven’t got the an- 
swer. I hope somehow we | 
can draw the children 
away from that environ- 
ment and replace it with 
an environment they can | 
have confidence and faith 
in, 

“We need to get the 
youth to relate to the 
total South Africa and to 
the world outside and to 
take them away from the 
isolation of the town- 
ships. : : 

“Africans need to be li- 
berated from the disinte- 
gration and violence of 
the townships.” i 

According to Paul Zulu 
of the University of 
Natal, the young are a 
particularly idealistic 
segment of society, rela- 
tively unburdened with 
social responsibilities. 

In an article in Die 
Suid Afrikaan, he 
writes: “It is also true 
that their (the children’s) 
natural sense of adven- 
ture, their willingness to 
take risks also plays a 
role. : 

“The thrill factor be- 
comes crystallised and 
intensified when the ad- 
-venture is-in quest of:an; 
ideal.” 

However, he says, the 
adventurousness and ide- 
alism run parallel to and 
oppose something else: 
an existential despair, a 
total vacuuum. 

“It is an idealism 
which exists side by side 
with the youth’s know- 
ledge that, as long as the 
present system exists,. 
they have no future.” 
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|Neither Common 2 
nor Wealthy 
EVERY two years, an odd as- 

sortment of government 
leaders meet at some a ble 

t where the climate is toler- 
able, the hotels are luxurious and 
the caterintfi acceptable. Once as- 
sembled, they face a problem: 
what to talk about. 

For, after all, a group of highly 
paid politicians cannot spend a 
whole week dwelling on the only 
thing they really have in common, 
which is ‘the shared experience of 
once having had ties — some 
voluntary, some not; some of hap- 

mefn? , some not — vtvith Brit- 
ain’s faded imperial i ~ 

In Mr Pik Bothap:sfelicitous 
phrase, the Commonwealth is like 
an appendix; we know it is there, 
but we don’t know why. 

And so this year, as at so many 
Commonwealth meetings past, the 
delegates devoted virtually all 
their time to the one other issue 
that unites them, which is an ob- 
sessive concern with the affairs of 
an ex-member. ' 
. Of course South Africa is a huge- 
ly flawed, gravel& troubled place. 
And of course the international 
community is entitled to express 
its concern about it. It is also un- 
derstandable that other nations 
should wish to influence our af- 
fairs for the better. 

Alas, this is not what we had 
from Vancouver this week. 

As usual, there was a rattle of 
stones flung from glass houses. As 
Amnesty International points out, 
33 of the 49 members of the Com- 

monwealth are guilty of terrible 
- breaches of human rights. 

Most active in giving lectureson 

statesmanship were leaders from 
Africa, a continent in which 250 

leaders have been ousted in coups 
and thousands gj»eople have been 

jailed or executed since Ghana 
came the first among them to win 

independence 30 years ago. 

* As usual, Zambia’s “President 
for life”, Dr Kenneth Kaunda, 
wegt as he railed against the lack 
of democracy in South Africa and 
.pleaded for stricter sanctions — 
without dwelling too much on the 
fact that Lusaka’s shops are full of 
South African products. 

At the end, there was the usual 
statement calling for action, most 
of it designed more to gratify the 
egocentric needs of the drafters 
and to provide employment for 
their bureaucracies than actually 
to influence events in these parts. 

Only Mrs Thatcher — as if the 
forbearance she displayed to- 
wards her more hypocritical col- 
lealfua at past assemblies had fi- 
nally snapped — stood apart, 
especially on the question of sanc- 
tions, where she quite correctly 
argued that more prosperity, rath- 
er than less, was the best means of 
‘ending apartheid. 

Commonwealth? Its members 
have little in common except folly, 
and many of its members have 
little wealth, save that which the 

- gain from their links with Sou 
* Africa. i    



  

  
  'THE central figure in the 
Frontline States’ sanctions 
emt:l,veersy remains Robert i 

¥ Mug 
    

  

know him. 
* Austere, honest, ideologi- 
cal, a workaholic with pre- 
tensions to being an impor- 
tt::t actor on the world s e, 

  

bers of Mdsh:’ng l:!akblnet :lnd 
an expan ck middle- 
class, now enjoying the fruits 
of private enterprise (and pa- 
tronage), and determined not 
to surrender them. 4 
Questions about Zim- 

babwe’s “Leadership Code” 
— under which Cabinet Min- 
isters and politicians are ex- 

lmlt their business Esctedto 
terests — are met with in- . 

dulgent smiles and some- 
times, outright laughter. 

Politically, the Prime Min- 
ister is lmmBered by tribal 
constraints. Unlike Ndebele 
leader Joshua Nkomo, whose 
control as tribal leader is ab- 
solute, Mugabe is the com- 
promise choice of the six 
clans who vie for control of 
the Shona political machine, 

Shona politics, it was ex- 
plained, is never static. Being 
a Zanu politician is like 

o on a rolling log in 
wqu r:iatell;”' Because l: 
gabe rules by consensus, 
cannot easily make 

# policy changes or dismiss in- 
. competent or venal col- - 

RICHARD STEYN, Editor of 

  

   

  

the Natal Witness, 
reports on a recent fact-finding visit to Harare 

   
e 

  leagues for fear of upse 
onaex:r another of the clans. 

Regionally, the¢Zimbab- 
wean leader is not popular., 
His Marxism makes Bo- 
tswana and Malawi wary of 
:nm. President Kaflmla In; a 

-standing preference for 
J‘:iu Nkomo, while Presi- 
dent Chissano’s pro-Western 
inclinations make him much 
less of a soulmate than Sa- 
mora Machel did. 
Mugabe’s relations with 

the United States and the So- 
viet Union are strained, for 
opposite reasons. And his ve- 
hement refusal to be seen 
dealing with-South Afri 
which sets him apart from 
his neighbours — gives Pre- 
toria an incentive to embar- 
rass him whenever it can. 

There are other bars to 
Mugabe’s cage: 

® The Church remains in- 
de:endent of government 
and is often critical, 

® The Shona tribal elders 

are conservative and resis- 
tant to e 

® The private sector and 
aarming community ;‘:; 
ercely opposed to cree 

encroachment by the State 
@ The rural peasants are demanding more land. 
Even Mugabe’s critics con- 

cede, however, that his Ppoli 
of reconciliation between 
black and white has been re- 

There must be few prece- dents in world of a successful revolutionary 
leader inviting his sworn en. 
le::iu to stay on as his guard- 

Themagrlng of the en- 
trenched white seats in Par- 
liamentrahedllardlyarlp- 
‘;;le in a white community 

keeping its 
poli- tics to the blacks. : 

Underlying Mugabe’s 

gi'oblem is the tllreatrflosed 
y South Africa. Pretoria has 

an almost infinite cnrdt;y 
for queering Zimbabwe's 

port Ilnh,_ byf'qomenting mdhor 
der in Matabel 
hi godfather to 

t is little wonder that Mu- 
gabe believes his socialist ex- 
periment has little chance of 
s as as Afri- 
kaner Na - 

A much-debated question 
in Harare, as it is in Johan- 

is whether Zim- 
babwe is on the road to be- 
coming a truly socialist 

ty or not. indlc. 
are many - 

tions that the kind of Marxist 
model he has in mind is a 
less-centralised econom s 
like Yugoslavia’s — one 
which some elements of pri- 
vatisation are in 

develop- order to stimulate 
ment. 

But an influential black fi- 

   

nancier was adamant that 
Mugabe would never succeed 
in rou%mrmm on Zim- 
babwe: “We are too plural, 
our economy is too mixed 
and we are too close to South 
Africa for that”. : 
Zimbabwean businessmen 

| are deeply concerned about 
the current state of their eco- 
nomy. Deprived of invest- 
ment capital by Mugabe’s re- 
fusal to provide foreign 
companies with satisfactory 

e and the effects of a 
serious t, the economy 
is serious, not dire, 
straits, 

h?n t:e downside, Zim- 
we is over-spending on 

education (for understand- 
able reasons) and in real 
terms is pa as much to 
keep Renamo away from the | 
Beira mdor as hu.; Smith 
was pa during his war. | 

On the plus side is the re- | 
markable performance of 
the agricultural sector whose 
output has increased by 20 
per cent per annum since the 
war ended. 

South Africa should ac- 
cept, as Pik Botha to 
have done, that Zimbabwe’s 
— and Zambia and Mozam- 
bique’s — bark about sanc- 
tions will always be worse 
than its bite. 

As the dominant power, 
South Africa has more to 
gain than anyone from the 
economic development of the 
sub-continent — which is why 

  

  General :lldM:emkn.: [ 
company ept ' 
firmly in check. 

\,



  

Hawke lashes 
Africa. 

‘Minister Robert Mugabe, 
accused her of being a 
racist who believed op- 
ression was the lot of 
lack people. 
With Mrs Thatcher bluntly 

dissenting, the rest agreed in 
a statement to: 

@ Set up a committee of 

foreign ministers to monitor 
developments in South 
Africa. 

® Increase sanctions- 
monitoring measures. 

@ Initiate an expert study 
on the impact of financial 
sanctions on the South Afri- 
can economy. 

Guilty 
All countries agreed to 

stepped-up aid programmes 

to Mozambique and the 

Frontline states, with Britain 

and Canada pledging US$40- 

million to a project to reopen 

the Limpopo railway line. 

But the statement on South 

_Africa was overshadowed 

when Mr Hawke launched his 

attack on British officials. 

He said the attempts to 

embarrass Mr Mulroney, in- 

cluding the much-publicised   use of outdated trade statis- 

tics, defied imagination. 
  

 fusal to budge on sanctions, one of them, 

Brits ov 
St ~NOA ‘ |M,c".3 sy 

BvE s By MIKE ROBERTSON: Vancouver - J —r‘ S 

| THE simmering row bctween Britain and the rest of the 

Commonwealth erupted yesterday only hours after their 

leaders had decided not to impose new sanctions on South 

Four Commonwealth leaders headed by Australian Prime Min- 

ister Bob Hawke rounded on British officials for waging an 

“ahominable misinformation campaign” against the conference 

chairman, Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney. 

_ Frustrated by British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s re- 
imbabwean Prime BOB HAWKE 

And Mugabe calls 
Sun~it o . 

Thateher a racist 
Appearing at a Press con- 

ferengga with Mr Hawke, 

Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda, Indian Prime Minis- 

ter Rajiv Gandhi and Mr Mu- 

gabe joined in the attack. 

Dr Kaunda said the British 

were guilty of a deliberate 

campaign to insinuate ‘that 

Mr Mulroney had badly mis- 

handled the conference. 
Mr Mugabe said that, con- 

trary to what British officials 

were claiming, the confer- 

ence had gone well. It was 

Mrs Thatcher who was total- 

ly isolated. 

(e 2 

1 l‘{z:yTha{cfit?did not 

.;xond immediately to 

ugabe, but throughout the 

week she has infuriated 
Frontline leaders by ham- 

mering home their inability 

to impose sanctions and the 

parlous state of their econo- 

mies in comparison to South 

Africa’s each time they have 
attacked her. 

Using arguments ad- 

vanced originally by the 

South African business com- 

munity, Mrs Thatcher said 

that only economic expan- 
sion would be able to create a 

  

   

  

   
   

    
‘Zimat‘e in which South 
Africa would be forced to in- 
troduce more reforms. 

British officials said that 
no matter what was said 
about them they proposed to 
“get on with what we believe 
is the right route of carrying 
South Africa towards a non- 
racial democratic state on a 

aceful basis”. 
The committee of farei'gn 

ministers will be chaired by 
Canadian Foreign Minister 
Joe Clark. 

The committee’s first task, 
he said, would be to identify 
sanctions-busters as well to 

act on the report on financial 
tions. 

Proof 
Mr Hawke quoted SA 

Finance Minister Barend du 

Plessis as saying at the NP 

Congress in Durban that “the 

effect of sanctions should not 

be underestimated” as mf 

that sanctions were worki & 

Once the study on Sou 
Africa’s links with interna- 
tional finance houses was 
completed it would prepare 

the way for the introduction 

of financial sanctions, which 

might turn out to be even 

more effective than trade 
sanctions, he said. 

  

    

 



  

  

wWo years ago it 
] was still possible 

for a journalist 
based in Johannesburg 
to write a broadly co- 
herent article about the 
South African “reform 
process”. ! 

'hose were -indeed 
-himdy days, when editors 

: ‘Wegld ring excitedly from 
London to Ria:: on tips 
that Nelson dela was 
about to be released 
throu;h the gates of Cape 
Town’s Pollsmoor Prison; 
when civil servants would 
advise journalists, with a 
nod and a wink, to hold 
space on the front page 
for news of the repeal of 
the Group Areas Act or 
related apartheid legisla- 
‘tion. 

Eminent persons from 
the British Commonwealth 
could occasionally be seen 
wandering around the 
place. No one ever really 
thought they would achieve 
anything much, but it was 
nevertheless nice of them 
to take the trouble to come, 
and observers convinced 
themselves it must “signal” 
something or other. 

In South Africa there is a 
natural inclination to be op- 

_ timistic. Apartheid is such 
a peculiar political system 
that it requires constant 
psychological underpin- 
ning. White South Africans 
of all political persuasions 
need to feel good about 
themselves lest the future 
becomes too dreadful to 

| contemplate. 

o liberals cling to the 
hope that the Government 
is about to confound its 
foreign critics and break 
the political logjam, while 
patriotic businessmen put 
up vast sums of money to 
lure “rebel” sports teams to 
the Republic. Few people 
go to watch the games, but 
that is by the way. The im- 

rtant thing is that they 
ave come at all; “We are 

not alone.” 
Most white South Afri- 

cans are feeling very good 
about themselves at the 
moment, and certainly a 

| great deal better than they 
did two years ago. But their 
current cheerfulness is not 
related to the imminent 
prospect of radical political 
reform — quite the reverse, 
in fact. 

The point is that things 
have settled down again 
after three turbulent years. 
The ‘“enemies” overseas 
are now preoccupied with 
belligerent Arab states, and 

e o At o lasta r getting o; 
Pretolz)'lp;: back. 

The sense of panic has 
lifted. When President 
Botha stands up and tells 
the world: “I'll do it my 

STEPHEN ROBINSON of the Daily 
Telegraph, London, finds the mood 
among the white community has 
brightened almost to the point of 
optimism in his 18-month absence 
from the country 
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PANIC? 
way”, his followers now be- 
lieve him, and this time 
around they are deeply re- 
lieved. Cabinet Ministers 
look much happier, confi- 
dent that the lid has been 
ut back on the pot and that 
e much-vaunted “reform 

process” can be sustained 
at its histeric pace — which 
means no black neighbours 
for the foreseable future. 

One should be suspicious 
of anyone who claims to 
have discerned a shift in the 
“mood” of a country, but in 
the case of South Africa 
there is no doubt something 
has changed in the two 
years since the height of the 
township unrest. 

Two years ago social 
functions were dominated 
.bgotalk reflecting anxiety 
about the unrest and fears 
for the future. But many of 
the faint-hearted who took 
the “chicken run” and fled 
to Australia or Britain are 
back home already; others 
who were on the paint of 
fleeing have locked their 
Irish passports away in the 
second drawer down for 
“next time”. Emigration 
figures, which hit a peak 

during the unrest and 
threatened to drain South 
Africa of the best of its 
talent, have settled down. 

White South Africans’ re- 
sponse to months of sus- 
tained troubles in the town- 
ships, which sometimes 
spilled over into their own 
areas, fleetingly put the lie 
to the popular notion that 
they were unconcerned 
about their black compa- 
triots. That was the most 
heartening consequence of 
the violence. But now that 
sense of concern has all but 
vanished. 

Three factors have 
brought about the change in 
the mood of white South 
Africa. The first is the 
economy’s modest upswing; 
the second, the almost un- 
qualified success of the 
state of emergency in end- 
ing the township violence . 
and, most crucially, taking 
it off the world’s television 
screens. The third is the 
radical right’s advance in 
the May general election. 

There is nothing like a 
small reduction.in the infla- 

tion rate, a modest im- 
provement in the exchange 
value of the rand and an 
increase in house prices to 
distract businessmen and 
white liberals from the full 
horror of the long-term 
political outlook. . 

In terms of established 
Western economic funda- 
mentals, the South African 
economy is still an absolute 
shambles, but it is at least 
now stable — it no longer 
looks as if it will go down 
the tube as it appeared two 
years ago. - 

Meantime, the Conserva- 
tive Party’s unexpected 
achievement in replacing 
the liberal Progressive 
Federal Party as the Offi- 
cial Op‘fosition in May has 
resulted in the undermining 
of white opposition morale. 

The PFP, who for years 
stoically represented the 
English-speakers’ liberal 
conscience in Parliament, 
is now in disarray, having 
lost four key players since 
the election, There is every 
indication that the party’s 
dwindling band of 17 S 
in the white House of As- 
sembly will eventually dis- 

  

band, as more members 
grow weary of futile parlia- 
mentary debate. 

What remains of the 
liberal opposition, includ- 
ing the new National 
Democratic Movement, 
which seeks to ‘‘build 
bridges through process 
politics” (a curious phrase 
and a doomed political in- 
tiative if ever there was 
one), has run out of ideas 
and is paralysed by frac- 
tious bickering. 

The sobering truth to be 
faced by anti-apartheid 
South Africans of all races, 
and by foreign critics, is 
that over the past two years 
the Nationalist Govern- 
ment has been proved right 
on almost every count. 

The liberal opposition 
warned the Government 
that the state of emergency 

- would increase tensions 
and 'tighten the mythical 
“spiral of violence” concept 
so beloved of foreign and 
local observers. It did noth- 
ing of the sort. 

P T | | 
he same critics said 

! the emergency would in- 
‘crease foreign agitation for 
sanctions. Wrong again. 

The Western nations’ 
brief experiment with limi- 
ted economic sanctions has 
simply proved the strict 
limitations of their influ- 
ence on Pretoria. Nelson 
‘Mandela is still in jail and 
the African National Con- 
g&s appears no closer to 

ing unbanned. 
But if the opposition was 

wrong in believing that 
i)opular protest should lead 
0 swift internal liberalisa- 

tion, the Government has 
et to use the return to rela- 
ive stability to fulfil its | 
avowed commitment to 
political reform. 

The National Party now 
looks more bereft of politi- 
cal ideas than at any stage 
in the PaSt five years. 
President Botha has made 
it plain within the past 10 
days that the Group Areas 
Act and other cornerstones 
of al?sartheid are not up for 

abs. 
Instead, he places great 

store by his pro advi- 
sory National Council for 
black leaders. Even if he 
manages to convince a sin- 
le black leader of note to 

.ioin him around atable, it is 
ard to see what they would | 

have to talk aboui 
Yet, adoxically, the 

National Party looks stron- 
ger than at any time since 
resident Botha became 

Prime Minister in 1978. In 
the townships, black activ- 
ists no longer speak of “lib- 
eration tomorrow’. More 
cautiouslir); they talk of 
freedom the end of the 
century. But even that 
looks wildly unrealistic.    
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ECONOMICALLY and social- 
ly, South Africa is somewhere 
between ' apartheid and the 
end of apartheid. ) 

But the tragedy of our poli- 
tics is that we do not have a 
credible alternative to a bad 
Government lacking in crea- 
tive leadership, vision and 
credibility. 

Therefore the most impor- 
| tant task facing opposition 

politicians is to get the negoti- 
ation process going; to give a 
sense of hope to both black 
and white South Africans. 

~ This I believe can ly be 
done by spelling out the major 
constitutional choices before 
South Africa and so raising the 
level of debate, creating a 
neutral starting point for ne- 
otiation, and allaying the un- 
erstandable and real anxi- 

eties which many whites have. 
The second task is to sup- 

' m the KwaNatal Indaba. 
is the most important 

political initiative going. 
It is an “area of modera- 

tion”, and as a process and a 
oduct it sets an example for 

he best for the country. I be- 
lieve it will work. 

Also important is that the 
opposition should resist the 
growth in South Africa of a 
third world political culture. 

The Government’s attitude 
toward the media, state secur- 
ity, wniversities and toward 

  

May election Esther Lategan, 
W rflgxd Malan an:‘!nd I uggin 

ans-speaking g - 
tional National Party support 
for nothing less than a com- 
mitment to end apartheid, 
start open-ended negotiations 
involving all South Africans, 
and build a nonracial future. 

After the events of the last 
10 days I am exactly where I 
was in the election.” 

Although they no doubt con- 
‘ tinue to be politically rele- 

By DENIS WORRALL 
  

the international community 
reeks of the authoritarianism 
which characterises-so many 
third world political systems. 

In this regard, the PFP 
‘commands respect and Colin 
Eglin knows that if the Inde- 
pendent Movement does con- 
tinue it would not consciously 
be at the cost of his A 

The Independent Movement 
which emerged from the elec- 
tion could have provided an 
alternative ‘to the Govern- 
ment. It was positioned to do 
so. It was filling a clear gap in 
the political spectrum. 

It is now history that in the 

vant, and I wish them well, 
Lategan and Malan have posi- 
tioned themselves elsewhere. 

I sus; they have lost 
their Amner su;tago‘rt. How 

e ey distinguish mselves 
frogx Idasa remains to be 
seen, and my guess is that 
when they do engage in parlia- 
men politics it be in 
competition with the PFP. 

The gap which the Indepen- 
dent candidates saw in the 
election, and which the Inde- 

dent Movement was in- 
ded to fill, remains. 
There is nobody else who 

can act as a genuine catalyst 
on the National Party or %ro- 
vide a home for defecting Na- 
tionalists. i 

But this, obviously, will ' 
need lots of moral support and 
money and more time and en- 
ergy than one person has to 
give. i 
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HOW the Nats must be lau:’ghing! 
The concept of an In epen- 

dent Movement attracting ver- 
ligte Nationalists into a resur- 
gent opposition force has been 
shattered — not by the Nation- 
alists, but by the impulsive and 

t manoeuvring of the 
ers of the movement them- 

selves. 
Added to this, the deceitful 

manner in which the three PFP 
members defected to the 
National Democratic Move- 
ment is likely to sour inter-op- 
Pposition relationships for some 
time to come. 

So much for the immediate 
past. What of the future? 

Can anything be salvaged 
from the wreck of a strategy 
that, until recently, held so 
much potential? 

I believe it can. 
But not if people in opposition 

play to hidden agendas, or en- 
gage in grandstanding or one- 
upmanship, or look for quick 
fixes, or elevate their own pet 
sgrategia to matters of princi- 
ple. 

Like it or not, we in South 
Africa are in the politics of the 
long haul. ) 

And that long haul will be 
even longer unless South Afri- 

" cans who share the same basic 
philosophy and who have the. 
Same general vision of a nonra- 
cial and truly democratic South 
Africa of the future are pre- 
pared to try to fashion strate- 
gies that can reinforce rather 

E itics 
of the - 
loné haul 
By COLIN EGLIN 
than undercut one another. 
thiThe PFP is prepared to do 

S. 
The PFP is committed to co- 

tt)l?eration with others — whe- 
er inside or outside Parlia- 

ment who share its 
philosophy, its vision and its 
commitment to non-violent 
change. 

In addition, the PFP is com- 
mitted to engage and interact 
with others in order to reduce 
the level of violence and raise 
the prospect of negotiation. 

But one thing the PFP is not 
prepared to do: 

It is not pregged to compro- 
i ic values and 

  

mise on the 
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frinc__ip'l&s on which it was ounded. =~ s ; 
This is not because the PFP is 

these democratic liberal values and principles provide our country with the best basis - for peace and the best opportun- ity for fulfillling the aspirations 
our people. 
In its recent mission state- 

the PFP spelled out its " vision for the future. It spelled 
its tactical ob- | out its mission, 

Jectives, its role, both inside and outside Parliament, It spelled 
out its commitment to negotia- 
tion as the essential process for resolving conflict in our coun- 

The PFP’s mission statement 
is more than a party political document. It provides a frame- 
work for action and a basis for 
co-ggeration between those 
South Africans who are commit- 
ted to working for a South 

ca where government and 
society renounce apartheid and 
respect the fundamental human 
nggi;esc and the dignity of the citi- 
zens of our country. 

The PFP has never shirked its 
responsibility in the long haul of 
the past years. It will not shirk 
its responsibility in the long 
haul of the future. : . 

It will be trafid{sfor all South Africans if the Nats continue to laugh — while our beloved coun- try continues to cry. : 

  

    
  

 



  

  

THERE 
be'f oyed 

e qualify as such, al- 
thoush we preér the concept 
gelifies or negotia— 

ti 
maw 

. @ Politics must be mclu- ! 
s1ve of all South Africa. All 

cipants of the future - - 
 Africa must be involved 

g i v o Didge 
- and unite parliamen 
extra-parliamentary 
the organisations on the two 
‘sides of the divide should be- 
come involved in each other’s 
golltics in terms of strategies 

3 eeided by themselves. 
rocess ntliust bereor- 

gnnlc, no iptive or reg- 
ulated by the Government, or 
any other political gro 

| There should not even 
forum. It should start with 

! talks among the various poli- 

@ Peoplp = % political ‘or- 
ganisations and not the Gov- 
ernment should be the negoti- 
ators. The Government’s role 
should only be to give effect to 
accords as they develop, as 

are reached. 
K J Constitutional models 

should not be the focus, 
the needs of thevariotu politi- 

These needs in- cal groupings. 
those for security in a _clu 

?reform poh-' 

ties, Ay 

gi:g, : 

-terial wellbeing, 

] 

i ‘ 
  

+ against violence. All security 

  

physical senfi‘e, a better and 
in ma- 

the to 
continue to be an Afrikaner or 
a Zulu, a Christian or a Mus- 
lim, or whatever else. : 

® Not only the common 
values such as one country, 
one nation and-one patriotism 
should be but also 
the simultaneous conciliation 
-ofdifferentneedsand values. 

@ The Gov ent, to real- 
ly stunulate the | process and . 
havin, 
_proac 

opped, their ap- 
tb fol structures 

“put up by themselvee, should 

' ‘adOpt mtegratxve sfirateg;es 

~ ise politically. . . 
© The 
S e 
~should be put under the con- 

concerning security ‘and the 
negotiation process. . - 

The state of emer, 
should . be lifted. Political 
leaders in prison or detained 
should be released. Political 
organisations should be un- 
banned and people allowed 
‘without restriction to organ- 

owers avail- 
jovernment 

trol of the courts and annually 
reviewed by Parliament. 

The Government should act 

'action should aim at 
litics of negofiam 

er the aim of achieving 
the overriding goal of one 
nation with one otism. 

The NDM continue to 

the whls paltical spastoums. whole S 
We will target, on the one 
side, organisations to move 
them away from: do ma, 
am from rigidity and 
w. flexibility in their a; :» 
proaches representing t 
need of their supporters, as 

one-sided coustglmfilfoln:fif 
lution”. 

The NDM will further tar- 
get individuals, develpp ln 

goght elections :: _ o |     
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Only Maggie scorns 
- summit promise 
of more sanctions 

SUNDAY TIMES FOREIGN DESK 
IRON LADY Margaret Thatcher yesterday 
stood defiant and alone against the rest of 
the Commonwealth over the sanctions is- 
sue. : 

The British Prime Minister made it clear 
that her Government would not sway from its 

- dogged opposition to tougher economic mea- 
sures against SA. 

- Only hours after the Commonwealth plan 
to tighten the screws on SA was announced, 
‘Mrs Thatcher and other Commonwealth 
leaders began sniping at one another. 

The Vancouver talks ended in acrimony 
‘last night, with the leaders of Australia, India, 
~Zambia and Zimbabwe — dubbed the “Gang 
of Four” by British spokesmen — accusing 
Britain of s readinfl misinformation”. 

“We feel the Iron Lady has got it all wrong, 
gerhaps deliberately,” said Zimbabwean   
rime Minister Robert Mugabe, who called - 

Mrs Thatcher “the odd woman out”. 
But Mrs Thatcher said other leaders were 

“making a great deal of noise” and claimed 
hert‘oosition had been vindicated. Asked if she 
felt isolated, she replied: “Hardly. I think in a 
way we're winning the argument.” 

  

  

Departure 
While dissenting on the sanetions issue, Mrs 

Thatcher went along with other Common- 
wealth members on ilgons to step up aid to 

- Pretoria’s black neighbours to reduce their 
- dependence on the South African economy. 

the tradition of deGBlonnaKISg Do o ne tradition of decision-mak con- 
in the Commonwealth. P"‘ flt m : 

L1C 

ienet;' baromegafr by how m 
- you can throw out of work.” : e hosél:i:lmb e i ¢ ;:x;:itionsficouh}'[ 

ave little bite without the participation o 
- Britain, which d "'m‘or!"bdsinesspvavith SA 

than all the other member nations combined. 
; @ See Page 2 .   $44 
   



  

ECONOMICALLY and social- 
ly, South Africa is somewhere 

| between apartheid and the 
end of apartheid. 

| .. But the tragedy of our poli- 
tics is that we do not have a 
credible alternative to a bad 
Government lacking in crea- 
tive leadership, vision and 
credibility. ‘ 

Therefore the most impor- 
‘tant task facing opposition 
politicians is to get the negoti- 
ation process going; to give a 
sense of hope to both black 
and white South Africans. 

This I believe can y be 
done by s, g out the major 
constitutional choices before 

th Africa and so raising the 
level of debate, creating a 
neutral starti agu;aoint for ne- 
otiation, and allaying the un- 
erstandable and real anxi- 

eties which many whites have. 
The second task is to sup- 

fifi the KwaNatal Indaba. 
s is_the most important 

political initiative §oing. 
It is an “area of modera- 

tion”, and as a process and a 
roduct it sets an example for 
e best for the country. I be- 

lieve it will work. 
Also important is that the 

opposition should resist the 
in South Africa of a 

world political culture. 
The Government’s attitude 

toward the media, state secur- 
ity, universities and toward 

p I 
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was in the election. 
e o Although they no doubt con- 

tinue to be politically rele- decision g% AR 
f O r S tioned themselves elsewm 

' 1 A (N Tt f 
By DENIS WORRALL 

y emselves 
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election, and which the Inde- 
mt Movement was in- 

dent Movement does con- remains. ue it would not consciously 
to fill, E 

There is nobol%else who 
be at the cost of his party. . can thaCtN”tia nilenP e catalyst | - ¢ on the Natio 7 OF pro- wh'li‘gl? en:: ‘epe:ddef:.lotg 331&“ vide a home for d otos %:: 
tion couldergave rovided an 0! Do alternative to Govern- 
ment. It was positioned to do 
so. It was filling a clear gap in 
the political s 

It is now history that in the 

But this, obviously, will 
need lots of moral support and 
money and more time and en- 
;irgy than one person has to 
give. :       
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})rinciples on which it was 
ounded. 
This is not because the PFP is 

being precocious. It is because, 
while recogmslni that others 
may differ, the PFP believes 
that these democratic liberal 
values and principles provide 
our country with the best basis 
for peace and the best opportun- 
itty for fulfilling the aspirations. 
of our people. 

In its recent mission state- 
ment the PFP spelled out its 
vision for the future. It spelled 

{  out its mission, its tactical ob- 

HOW the Nats must be laughing! 
The concept of an Indepen- 

dent Movement attracting ver- 
ligte Nationalists into a resur- 
gent opposition force has been 
shattered — not by the Nation- 
alists, but by the impulsive and 
ineJJt manoeuvring of the 
leaders of the movement them- 
selves. 

Added to this, the deceitful 
manner in which the three PFP 
members defected to the 
National Democratic Move- 
ment is likely to sour inter-o| 
position relationships for some 

to come. T 
So much for the immediate 

past. What of the future? 
Can anythi g be salvaged 

from the wreck of a strate 
that, until recently, held so 
much potential? 

oitics 
of the 
long haul 

ves, its role, both inside and 
outside Parliament. It spelled 
out its commitment to negotia- 
tion as the essential process for 
resolving conflict in our coun- 

  

  
I believe it can. 
But not if people in opposition 

play to hidfe:o agendas, or en- 
gage in tan or one- 
up! p, or. look ‘for quick 
fixes, or elevate their own pet 
strategies to miatters of princi- 

1 ple. l/ g 
Like At or not, we in South 
rica’ are in the politics of the 
g haul. 
And that long haul will be 

even longer unless South Afri- 

au:;iill iw!nthave the 
general vision of a nonra- 

cial and trul; d«fa“mocratic South 
‘Africa .of 

By COLIN EGLIN 
than imdercut one another. 
thi'ghe PFP is prepared to do 

The PFP is committed to co- 

  

operation with others — whe- 
tl?g inside or outside Parlia- 
ment who share its 
philosophy, its vision and its 
commitment to non-violent 

e. 
_Ingadditlon, the PFP is com- 

mitted to engage and interact 
with others in order to reduce 
ge level of viglence ti:ltzld raise 

e prospect of negotiation. 
Bgtonethlngt;gPFPisnot 

’rf‘is ottodot to : n compro- 
vmlaeonthl::r‘e cvalues% 

The PFP’s mission statement 
is more than a party political 
document. It provides a frame- 
work for action and a basis for 
co-ggeration between those 
South Africans who are commit- 
ted to working for a South 
%c:y where go\{el'nm‘ensl ang 

ety renounce apartheid an 
the fundamental human 

ts and the dignity of the citi- 
zens of our country. 

The PFP has never shirked its 
responsibility in the long haul of i P e e lon b e a2 108 

It will be trafid for all South 
Africans jif the ] continue to 
laugh — while our beloved coun- 
try continues to cry. %      



  

  
ONCE upon a time there was % 

a political movement 
is too strong a word) with an 
identity crisis. 

It knew what it was not — 
it wasn’t any of the other par- 

certain what it was. 
And so it compromised and 

made a virtue of its duality. 
Where other parties had one 
leader, it had two. But its 
confusion remained, for the 
two could not agree on which 
of the other parties they were 

‘against 4 Sl 
But they hid their differ- 

ences and smiled for the 
cameras and they: fought 
figéw party and then the 
.0 3 

Which was a pity, because 
if they had decided on their 
rime target they would not 
ve won this time 

. but ::y l'clmtg e:::rtalnly 
Wi ve perha| 
forever and certainly fg 

- good, the pattern of politics 

—— 

FLEUR DE 
VILLIERS 
  

View from London 

in the country. : 
Instead, today, rather 

their enemies, they 
are di themselves. 

Dark deeds have been 
done, bitter words exchanged 
-and the leader who obviously 
wants to be master in his own 
opposition house has turned 

~on the other (who would pre- 
fer one day to lead a govern- 
ment) and hijacked the party 
from beneath his feet. 

And so where there was 
once one party (or rather one 
movement) today there are 

two. And the sterile politics 
Which haunt the country and 
hobble its political tho 
seem certain to continue into 
the next decade. 

It is an unpleasant story of 
grm betrayal and petty am- 
ition. But this, after all, is 

politics, where such things 
al'l.ee not to b: u‘i’m atand 

Where careful strategic plan- 
:fl»&e keeping 0f£ promises 

sinking of personal 
differences for the common 
&eal are frequently invoked 

t seldom practised. 

But what is the signifi- 
cance of this sorry tale? 

After the break-up of the 
Alliance, the triumph of Da- 
vid Steel’s ambition and the 
potential loss of David 
Owen’s talents, South Afri- 
cans can sympathise with, 
but not share, the nnser and 
sense of betrayal of SDP 
porters who have seen the 

party destroy y people 
who would rather change the 
opposition than change the 
country. 

aon;:;:; 

Following the ludicrous 
events in South Africa of the 
last few days, however, their 
sympathy should have a 
somewhat keener edge. 

Political farce is not pecu- 
liar to the British. And even 
if the two events are not pre- 
cisely analogous, are 

close enough to lnuv:yb'een 
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scripted by the same 
It was obvious: 

start to everyone except Da- 
vid Steel and his Simon Pure ' 
and sandalled followers that 

the Alliance’s only hope of 
politics 

Mr Malan can correct me 
if I am wrong, but it was this 

27 
  

  

The real ’task offno'n-Nationali'st 

politicians is not to silence 
the liberal opposition, but to 

tunately, won’t have the vote 

in ant;l%mhflul way while 

the Government remains in 

power and is committed to, 

licies nm-ted by a ma- 

j’:rlty of who do have 
te. : 

tlleltvslmnlllo not need repeat- 

South Africa is in trouble 

not because of bad opposition 
but beg'm &fe 
ment. 0, 
non-Nationalist 

change an Lo 

dissident Progs instead and, 
woolly-minded head held 
high, rides nobly into the 
extra-parliamentary wilder- 
ness in the tracks of Van Zyl 
Slabbert, Mr Eglin must be 

illiberal Government 
ruminati that old South 
Afflmfl:x‘pgm stank vir 

But Colin is an old 
hand not to be brought low by 

ingratitude and betrayal. He 

has been there before and he 

will doubtless once ag:l; 
himself and 

rei::er:lp bly fitter, but 
and er on. party 

It is, however, doubtful 
hether the Stellenbosch 

:fia:lemlcl who bravely part- 

ed with the Establishment, 
the businessmen who parted 
with hard cash or the voters 
who with their votes 
all because they believed Mr 
Malan and Dr Lategan meant 
something they obviously 
didn’t, (or should) be so 
fm;flving. 

Malan, of course, will 
take some comfort in the fact 

oy g he is 2 
But Mrhgamnphoia, unfor- 

not to silence the liberal op- 

position, but to change an 
illiberal Government. - 

It can do so either by split- 

ting the National Party or by 

frightening it enough to 

cl its :ayl. The Stellen- 
academics 

the go . Dr Denis 

Worrall frightened the gov- 
ernment. In his new and 
with his new allies, Mr Malan 
is about as frightening as a 

ie. % : 
da:!sutierMalnandCo 

b they were asked to do 
rt:enii:ins. t’ile creation of a 
movement between the PFP 
and government ] 

t known dissidents attr'ac ; 

within Na an 
in a broad Opposi- 

together i, the DFF; 

ps 
himself, is the man to do it. 

As Dr Owen observed in that 
other political farce, some- 
one has to live up to his prom- 

have welched on the voters, ises.  



  
  

  

THE central figure in the 
Frontline States’ sanctions 
controversy remains Robert 
Mugabe — a source of both 
admiration and exasperation 
to those who know him. 

Austere, honest, ideologi- 
cal, a workaholic with pre- 
tensions to being an impor- 
tant actor on the world stage, 
the Prime Minister is politi- 
cally secure after nearly 
eight years in power, yet 
boxed in on all sides. 

Ideologically, his commit- 
ted Marxist-Leninism puts 
him at odds with some mem- 
bers of his own Cabinet and 
an expundl;s black middle- 
class, now enjoying the fruits 
of private enterprise (and pa- 
tronage), and determined not 
to surrender them. 
Questions about Zim- 

babwe’s “Leadership Code” 
— under which Cabinet Min- 
isters and politicians are ex- 
pected to limit their business 
interests — are met with in- 
dulgent smiles and some- 
times outright laughter. 

Politically, the Prime Min- 
ister is hampered by tribal 
constraints. Unlike Ndebele 
leader Joshua Nkomo, whose 
control as tribal leader is ab- 
solute, Mugabe is the com- 
promise ice of the six 
c who vie for control of 
the political ‘machine. 

Shona politics, it was ex- 
plained, is never static. Being 

.a Zanu pomm.llllhghl llki: 
“standing on a ro 
~white water”. Becaueohn- 
gabe rules by consensus, he 
cannot easily make major 
policy changes or dismiss in- 
competent or venal col- 

i 

RICHARD STEYN, Editor of the Natal Witness, 
reports on a recent fact-finding visit to Harare e 
  

leagues for fear of upsetting 
one or another of the clans! 

Regionally, the Zimbab- 
wean leader is not popular. 
His Marxism makes Bo- 
tswana and Malawi wary of 
him. President Kaunda has a 

-standing preference for 
Joshua Nkomo, while Presi- 
dent Chissano’s pro-Western 
inclinations make him much 
less of a soulmate than Sa- 
mora Machel did. 
Mugabe’s relations with 

the United States and the So- 
viet Union are strained, for 
opposite reasons. And his ve- 
hement refusal to be seen 
dealing with South Africa — 
:il:lcll sets him .éj":‘ f;o: 

neighbours — gives 
toria an incentive to embar- 
rass him whenever it can. 

There are other bars to 
Mugabe’s cage: 

@ The Church remains in- 
:;sendent of government 

often critical. 
[ ] Shona tribal elders 

are conmservative and resis- 
tant to change 

@ The private sector and 
farming community are 
fiercely opposed to creeping 
encroachment by the State 

@ The rural peasants are 
demanding more land. 

Even Mugabe’s critics con- 
cede, however, that his policy 
of reconciliation between 
black and white has been re- 
markably successful. 

There must be few prece- 
dents in world history of a 
successful revolutionary 
leader inviting his sworn en- 
emies to stay on as his guard- 

. The scrapping of the en- 
trenched white seats in Par- 
liament raised hardly a rip- 

le in a white community 
tent now on keeping its 

head down and lea poli- 
tics to the blacks. 

~ Underlying Mugabe’s 

\ 

roblems is the threat | 
y South Africa. Pretoria has 

an almost infinite ca] 
for queering Zimbabwe'’s 
pitch — by squeezing trans- 

links, fomenting disor- 
er in Matabeleland or play- 

In* ther to Renamo. 
t is little wonder that Mu- 

gabe believes his socialist ex- 
periment has little chance of 
s 

q 
in Harare, as it is in Johan- 
nesburg, is whether Zim 
babwe is on the road to be- 
coming a truly socialist 
society or not. 

There are many indica- 
tions that the kind of Marxis 
model he has in mind is a 
less-centralised economy, 
like Yugoslavia’s — one 
which some elements of pri- 
vatisation are retained in 
order to stimulate develop- 
ment. 

But an influential black fi- 

nancier was adamant that 
M would never succeed 
in fo Marxism on Zim- 

the current state of their eco- 
nomy. Deprived of invest- 
ment capital by Mugabe’s re- 
fusal to provide foreign 
companies with satisfactory 
guarantees, and burdened by 
a shortage of foreign ex- 
change and the effects of a 
serious drought, the economy 
is serious, though not dire, 
straits. : 

On the downside, Zim- 

keep Renamo away from the 
Beira eoyhrrgld:r as lflSmltll 
was pa uring his war. 

- On the plus side is the re- 
markable performance -of 
the agricultural sector whose 
output has increased by 20 
per cent per annum since the 
war ended. 

South Africa should ac- 
cept, as Pik Botha a to 
have done, thai we’s 
— and Zambia and Mozam- 
bique’s — bark about sanc- 
tions will always be worse 
than its bite. o 

. As the dominant power, 
South Africa has more to 
gain than anyone from the 
economic development of the 
sub-continent — which is why 
General us Malan and 
company should be kept 
flmfly in check.    



' NTSOELENGOE 
~ THE Rand Supreme Court 

' this wee ~heard that the 
. ANC ordered the elimina- 

tion of police, community 
councillors and other gov- 

 ernment employees after 
studying revolutionary 

~ methods in Vietnam. 
- The allegation came 

- during the trial of eight 
- Alexandra people facing 

~ charges of treason and se- 
- dition, alternatively sub- 

L YOTSION = saii H1 e 
~_ During cross-examina- 

‘tion by the defence, Secu- 
- rity police 

. ordered the killing of gov- g 8 ..    

    

fig’ddier Her- 

~ manus Stadler said many 

_ people died after the ANC 

   
   

  

    
| Andrew Mafutha, 22, Da- 

"( vid Mafutha, 19, Arthur 
Vilakazi, 24, Albert Se- 
bola, 22, Piet Magano, 28 
and a 17-year-old boy. 
The State further al- 

leges that the eight wanted 
to make Alexandra ungov- 
ernable by conducting 

- “people’s courts”, threat- 
ening people who reported 
crimes to the police and 
forming street and yard 
committees. 

Citing articles in the 
ANC publication Se- 
chaba, Stadler said the 

Vietcong, which it said had 
p‘atience and scored not 
only military victories but 

~ also political victories. 
~ In1984, to stimulate the ed are: ~ “people’s war”, the ANC 
. called for the d&struétion_ 
~ of local authorities. 

ANC had praise for the 

Stadler said he had stud- 
ied the ANC methods and 
was aware that afer the 
1976 unrest, Oliver Tambo 
and other ANC members 
had gone to Vietnam to 

S. 

Later the ANC instruct- . 
ed its organs in the country 
to transfer certain areas 
into massive revolutionary 
areas for the liberation of 
the people. ' 

The aim was to get rid of 
existing structures, replac- | 

Pa——— 

Vietcong, 

study revolutionary meth-- 
od A 

  

ing them with the “peo- 
ple’s courts” and other 
structures to prepare for an 
NC takeover. ‘   

~ - Stadler added that the 
present unrest was a result 
of the UDF collaborating 
with the ANC. 

The case continues to- 
morrow. ; 3 
P——— ¥


