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T would be suicidal
for cither the Soccer
Association ol SA or
the National Soccer
Lcague to seck recogni-
tion from Fifa or to at-
tempt to gain affiliation

to the world body at this

stage.

he expulsion of South
Alrica from Fifa in 1976
— in lact that of the white
Foolball Association of
South Alflrica - and the
resultant isolation of this
country from internation-
petitions  is wide-
ly supported by football-
ing nations of the world.
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ST A aeA S AT ST R

SOLOMOH “STICKS " MOREWA, secreta

general of

the Soccer Association of South Africa discusses the

international sports boycott.

@ Therc'must be a major-
ity rule government in
South Africa

Although Walker re-
cognises as well as we do
that these
have not been met in

South Africa, he never-

theless believes that this
does not deny us the right

~ to make contact with Fifa

-+ cent

This was the impres-

sion | gained when | was

in the UK last weck'

where | held discussions

with top ranking officials
of the English Football -

Association in  London
and with the Scoltish
Football Association.
The - secretary-gencral
of thé Scottish Football
Association, Ernic Walk-

er, is a high-ranking and |

inflluential member of the

Filfa executive board.
Walker made it clear

that Fila believed the the

stringent conditions it has -

laid down for the re-ad-
mission of South Aflrica
o the world body have
not been met.

He also made it clear

that the member associ-

ations ol Fifa have no in-
tention of defying the

controlling body by indi-
vidually rccngnising
South Africa.

Walker - an imprt:s-
sive, forthright and ami-
able man - treated me
with emphathy and wilh
utmost courtesy.

The key Fifa condi-
tions for the re-admission
of South Africa to the
world controlling body,

L

according to Walker, are:

® No country in which
racial discrimination 1is
practiced by law will be
recognised by Fifa.

® There must be one non- -

racial soccer contrnllmg
MY# .

members.

Sasa resolved at its re-
biennial - general
meeting  that = contact
should be made with oth-
er- soccer associations
.around the globe for the
“ following reasons: -
® To keep abreast with
the lechnical
ment of the game.
® To study constitution-
.al, 'legal, and structural
provisions of other associ-
ations.

@ To wﬁpam their f und- .

raising methods, as well
as  administrative  poli-

cics, wilth ours. g
| general.

The Sasa
mceting specifically re-
solved that we should not
altemplt to obtain recog-
nition since we fully ac-

~cept - that the conditions
stipulated by Fifa are far

f[rom being rcalised .

To scek world accep-

tance Is an  imprudent.
- Move

would be
suicidal and

that
pointlcss,

Aimpolitic. Sasa has never,

- had such intentions.

However, we optimisti

Ld"}' cherish the dream
-~ that these Flrd conditions-
will be met in the not too

distant future, It is for.

this rcason that while we
arc nol active mcmbcrs
while we do not enjoy II'I-
- ternational participation
in cvents like the World
Cup, we must neverthe-
less prepare ourselves for
the post-apartheid .era.

For that matter we can

cxport some of our ideas

as well. The scope, size
- and cxtent of the organi-

conditions

develop-

the Chap

I

sation and sponsorship of
pies Little
Lecaguc made a big im-
pression on the British
_administrators, for exam-
plc

They were similarly
awe-struck by the fact
that a lcague is putting
up a giant stadium on its
own accord and steam.

In Europe, in fact the
world over, stadiums are

cither owned by clubs or °
by local gqycrnment in~ .

stitutions. |

Having stated that, the
big c.lucslion is: What is
Sasa’s attitude towards
soccer boycotts,
banning and rebel tours?

To start with it is our

stated policy that we do
not .encourage rebel
tours.

A  moratorium | was-

placed on rebel tours
when our organisation
was born on May 12,
1985 at the Maharani
Hotel
have neither organised a

rebel soccer tour nor par- -

ticipated in one.
So | do not sce our
policy changing in this

y regard, The organlsahom 3

nt‘ rebel tours i1s a com- *

lex exercise that breeds

atred and is fraught
with danger. The rugby
people can vouch for
that.

Many countries ex-
press their abhorrence of

apartheid by supporting
the UN-inspired cultural
boycott campaign
against South Africa.

Similarly, South Afri-

can sportsmen are gener-
ally barred from partici-

pating freely in top sports
- events around the world. °

There are many argu-

ments for and against the'

anti-South Africa sports
boycott policy. It is ar-
gued that by isolating the .
sports-mad rulers of this.*
country they . will take

player |

SA still out ofblg Iéague

|1

cugmsance of world opm-

7 ion = which is at variance

with their system of gov-
ecrnment.
On the other hand it is

argucd that the boycott

policy is a double edged .

sword that hurts the very
people it is intended to
help. Why,

arguc, is Jomo Sono
barrcd from playing in
Hararc while Gary Play-
‘er is blazing a glorious |,
" trail on the lush lawns of
the Jniverse? |

To me the latter argu- '

" ment is neither here nor
there. It is premature to
cry foul while a policy is
unfolding and cvolving.
Aflter all the world is not

*a unitary structurc that
“‘acts unanimously and im-
pro-.
grammes simultaneously.’

plements  action -

Our view thercfore is
that il our players are

~ hosted by overscas coun-
trics, good luck to them! .

Il however a country re-

“ . jects our players it is an
rox acl (Jf
in Durban. We .

indiscretion lo

. cross swords with them.

Our players must
_therefore refrain  from

. forcing their way into -«

these countrics. It will

- save them and many

others e¢mbarassment,
- After all, such countries

* think they are trying to

help the very player by

highlighting his political °
- plight in this country.

It is a rccognised fact
that the boycott policy
has led lo some changes
on the sporting-social
scene in this country, and
it would be futile for a

body like Sasa to actively’

op

he question of foreign
~players who make a living
out of soccer in this coun-

try is debated in a similar

‘ \"EII‘I

Our view’ here is that
the individual player who
is attracted to the lucra-
tive local market must
'‘make up his own mind.
" He has to weigh the rich

the protago- -
- nists of this points of view

-",5‘-5"'-': -

Sau’t Solumon 'Stlclu' Horowu

rewards of playing for
Kaizer Chiels against a
life ban that is imposed

.. on him by his Fifa-recog-

nised
ation,

Our view is that for-
eign players and coaches

national  associ-

have a decisive positive

influence on our soccer.
They play here as individ-
uals and not as official
representatives of their
countries.

We know that the Afri-

can Football Confeder-

ation (Cal) is not takin‘g‘_' |

kindly to this view.

Our view is that these
players are a tiny drop in
the ocean of South Affri-
can and world football.
They are hardly missed
in their countries of ori-
gin. In fact Fifa gen-
erally turns a blind eye to
these players.

This policy may be de-

scribed as a dog in a man-

1ries.

ger attitude. We are of
the opinion that this is a
small but effective way of
contributing to the devel-
opment of .our soccer in
preparation for the post-
apartheid era. " -
Our soccer
stagnate while we are
waiting for the glory days
ol Fila's recognition. We
do not see the foreign

rlaycﬁ as depriving'our

al playcrs of npporlu-
nitics.

Allter all, these playcrs
makc up a small percent-

- age of our total soccer

player population. In fact
It 1§ a great phenomenon
to exchange top
cven in‘develo coun-

This increases the mar-
ket value of players and
consequently _raises the
level of' tcams which.im-

port such players. Where =
Gll“ll, e

are  Maradona,

-;'? fore
i« stage and by no

' 'f correct, authorative’ or

exhaustive. What | have: A 7

-*-_?_'- The ‘Sasa

cannot

layers

Rush and othm
_ loday? \B
The mueof cott

~ a fairly new ball
- our nrgamsatmnw, -

- cannot’ therefore
to have the mOIf‘
“found views on-this mai
ter. We have notluda Y.
mecaningful - inter ‘
with the advocates ﬂ
licy .and have

rgcly on the media _ TR

- form opinions. 7 1 b et

Our views are theres
in the formali

* stated above is all i in goos
[aith. 3

eneral B
mctllp also ved
" that’ “contact ‘mﬂ be §
- made with neighbouring

~ states and with. [%‘Con-

’ federation ‘-of ./

- Football (Cal).
It is only through di- |
rect communication that

we_ will be able to-truly § ,

mmpr:hend the percep-

. tions of our colle aguu ,-'_'_. :

orlh of the Lim
i African football is' CIL‘
% érall a closed boo
. this part of the world'a
it would be worthwhllc
‘have talks with Caf.vv
Tt will also be a grell
~¢éye opener, in that \\i

- our structures and proce-
dures with theirs in
same manner in which w
are doing with the
associations. '™

This will also milt
in crystallising our views }°
. on the delicate subject pl'
socccr politics. - *

h Finally | wish to state
" that it was mcorreclly re-
- ported in a recent edition
of City Press that we may
ask Caf or whoever 10
relax the boycoll mnm-
tum. '

We have ncver entﬂh
tained such ideas.

people and we are watch- |
ing the socio-political ba- §
rometer with kurl ultcr*-
esl.

‘We believe ﬁrmly !hat

we must contribute

e '

. Sasa is e.ntremely ser- § &
* - sitive to the needs of our |
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tively to the realisation of§ i

a genuine non-racial soci

cty that is free of di

crimination and marke

by the true applicationt
. the universal [ra

“and onc in'which wecalt  * =

co-cxist peacelully, -
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