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In Novernber | 988 the Transvaal region

of the Congress of South African Witers
hel d a conference on wonen and

witing.

Marking the region’s first Annua

General Meeting, it featured a range of
speakers and other participants active
inliterature and rel ated areas of work.
The conference provided val uabl e

insight into the obstacles that restrict
woren’ s participation in literature and
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Vehi Soobr oyoh, Nadi ne Gordimer, Mriam
T1011 and Achnot Dongor

our cultural and political life generally.
More inportantly, it pointed to what
needs to be done to overcone these.

Thi s publication of papers,

di scussi on and poens fromthe

conference ainms to stinulate further

di scussion. Hopefully it will contribute to
the process of nmoving fromideas to
action that is needed to ensure the
progressive cultural tranformation of our
country.

Thanks to ELP, Afropix, Kobie and Susan for
this publication.
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POLI TI CAL SI TUATI ON

Apartheld Is sttll Intact despite reports
to the contrary and the different
government tactics to reformit, for
exanpl e, the trlcanmeral system the
regi onal councils, managemnent
councils and the local authorities.
And the resistance fromthe mass-

es Is also there to counter and tight
what ever strategies are bel ng used
by the governnent.

URBAN AREAS

In the urban areas rents haven’t

been paid and this is causing prob-

| ens for the government and coun-
cillors. At the nonent several town-
shi ps, including Soweto, owe an
amount of R620 million In rent. The
townshi p has sewerage, electricity
and wat er problens.

Housing Is still a problem wth
peopl e staying | n shacks and ot hers
resisting the Goup Areas Act by
staying In town. Unenploynent is stil
very high. And people continue to

rej ect dummy bodies like the Ioca
authorities. This was evident in the
low polls In the COctober municipa

el ecti ons.

RURAL AREAS

The honel and system|s stlll reject-
ed by people. Poverty and unem

pl oyment |s still ranmpant. Medical

educational and transport facilities
are limted or nonexi stent and roads
are bad. Forced renmoval s conti nue
but In sone cases the nasses have
successfully resisted them

THE CI TI ES
Transport, soclol, educational and
health anenlties are still segregat-

ed. The Group Areas Act is In force.
Bl ack people are constantty threa-
tened with eviction, but nore than 50
000 bl ack people have shown their

| determination to violate the Act by
staying out In town.

Conflict with the police and securi -
ty forces Is still conmon. Repression
i ncl udi ng detentions, bannings and

i mprl sonnent of political offenders,
conti nues.

Internationally, America and Brit-
ain are strategislng tor 0 Lancaster-
type settienent In South Africa.
Worren and

literature in

South Africa

by Amanda Kwadi, fromthe Federation of
Transvaal Wonen (Fedtraw)

Ruling forces in Britain have call ed
for the expul sion of the ANC from
Britain and at the sane tine for the
uncondi tional release of Nel son
Mandel a.

The Anmerican government has

refused sanctions and di si nvest nent
and opts for the education of a few
peopl e, encourages the conditiona

rel ease of Nel son Mandel a whil e at
the sane tine supporting the apart-



hei d governnent and Unita in Ango-

I a.

Politically and norally we the op-
pressed say that we support the re

| ease of Nel son Mandela as he is

the | eader of the ANC and al so be-
cause we don't want to be seen to

be denyi ng himfreedom by putting
forth other demands. But we have

al ways stated that the rel ease of
Mandel a doesn’t nean freedom

and the end of apartheid, but one

of the steps towards that.

O her steps essential to the dis-
mantting of apartheld structures are:
(9 the unbanni ng of the ANC,

(Qthe release of political prisoners
b the unconditional return of exiles,
and

(Q the uncondi tional handing over of
power to the people.

VWRI TERS' OBLI GATI ONS

Nobody in South Africa is neutral

Ei ther you are part of the oppressor
or part of the oppressed. This ap-
plies to witers too

Witers differ in terns of their hist
cal background and class interests.
They also differ In terns of the pol
cal ideol ogies they adopt and their
political consciousness.

Al this is reflected in the way peo-
ple’ s aspirations are being reflected
and recorded.

In South Africa witers should not
only wite books, plays and so on
about human rel ations or |ove

al one, but about the people’s suf-
ferings through detentions - mscar-
ri ages experienced in detention |like
E. Mat hebula; giving birth in deten-
tion like Daisy Mtlou; about rent
boycotts, school boycotts: about
sufferings of wonen in rural and ur-
ban areas, feelings of famlies
whose relatives are in exile and the
anxi ety they’'ve had to go through
when they hear that somebody has
been shot in a shoot-out.

Sone exanples of this are books
witten by people such as Ngugi
Call'inicos and lots of nen and wom
en in exile which all reflect Issues
as poverty, education and peo-

pl e’ s resistance agai nst apart hei d.
Research on various subjects Is

al so not neutral. It can be used for
personal reasons, reflecting a cer-
tain ideol ogy and can be used to

ori -

ti-

such



Fedttaw | eader Amanda Kwadi delivers the opening address at the conference.
further certain political persuasions.
For exanple, the book by Barbara

Col e, then a ’'Rhodesian’, con-

tai ned research on detention and
torture and led to the arrest of sabo-
teurs. This clearly shows that research
goes in accordance with the |deo-

| ogi cal and political persuasions of
the researcher/witer.

PCSI TI ON OF WOVEN

There are few wonen witers in

SA. This is for a nunber of reasons.
Apartheid policies have deprived
peopl e of educati onal opportuni-

ties. Also, the society In which we live
nmakes certai n assunptions about

what the role of wonmen shoul d be,

for exanple, always expecting to

see wonen with broonsticks and
vacuum cl eaners rather than with

pens and books.

The division of |abour within the

fam |y burdens wonen with the triple
role - the role of child bearing and
childcare, the role at work and the
role within the struggle. These are
real constraints on wonen witing

and al so on readi ng others people’s
wor ks.

This may explain why nost wom

en witers are single, dlvorcees and
wi dows, with the exception of a few
Even these wonmen witers are
constrai ned by the apartheid sys-

tem nale domination and class re-

| ati onships. They are also frustrated
by the publishing industry which often
rejects their work as political

They are affected by detentions

and i nprisonnent and generally by

the unhealthy situation we are |iving
in, which is not conducive to creative
writing.

There are only a few works that

refl ect the aspirations of the nasses
and the oppression of wonen. For
exanpl e, Buchl Emmecheta, in the

book The joy of notherhood, does

not clearly bring out the exploitation
of women. but does expose the situ-
ation and the pain of wonen who

have no children - 'Nnueko’ - and
how traditional systens oppress
womnen.

Domatila in Let nme Speak and

poetry by Cosatu nmenbers I n Natal

all express these aspirations. and the
| anguage used al so expresses their

cl ass views.

Such works are not alienating to

the masses because their visions

and images clearly reflect the aspi-
rati ons of the workers, the underprivi-
| eged.

Worren as witers or as ordinary

worren are often portrayed by nen
witers in the same way as society
sees their role. But when nmen witers
beconme politically conscious, their
perception of the status of wonen



and their role in literature al so chang-
es.

Both nen and wonen are inpor-

tant in changing this status and fi ght-
ing for wonen’s rights and wonen’s
emanci pation in literature. And by
doing this, they will be contributing to
the liberation of manki nd.

But women witers are the ones

who should start the ball rolling, as
they are the ones who feel the nost

pain fromexploitation in literature.
As far as broad national |iberation

is concerned, i will say that the op-
pressed are the ones who have to

i berate thensel ves and need to be
given the forumin literature to pursue
the stTuggle for national |iberation.

- %




Br eaki ng t he

sil ence

The triple oppression of black women in South Africa has
neant that few beconme witers and poets. ,

The panelists for the session on Wnen Wrker Witers,
| Boitunel o Mot okeng, N se Mal ange and Rosel i ne
Naapo, are three wonmen who have becone witers
and poets despite the odds.

in their papers they share their experiences as witers
and activists. They | ook at the obstacles wonen face
and what needs to be done - by wonen thensel ves
and by denocratic organisations generally - to
overconme these obstacles and to break the silence.
Boi t unel o

Mof okeng

Fume as she is known, is a Fed-

eration of Transvaal Wonen

r' Fedtraw) menber. She used to

work for Seriti sa Sechaba.

Thanks for this opportunity to present

somet hing as women witers. i think

have a whol e docunment of excuses

about why we don't have so many

women writers, especially black

women witers.

Hopefully at the end of the day

we will come up with ways and

neans of encouragi ng our wonen

to treat life seriously and assune

their responsibility in cultural circles.
There is a need for an expl ana-

tion fromactive wonen witers. This

need is to create a picture of what

[

a wonen |Is to her society, where

does she fit in in the cultural circles?

To be nore precise: what does

she do or say when she sees her

children disappearing into jail, exile

or being slaughtered nercilessly, or

her daughters di sappearing into the

ditches of immorality, or maybe her

conmunity | osing direction, \Wat

does she do?

There are two things she can do.

One is to have courage to stand up

and speak, O she can chose the

second option, which is to fold her

arms and wait for nen to dictate

terns to her. The latter is a destruc-

tive attitude to adopt.

Before i dwell on the question of

why we have so few wonen witers.

and where are they, | would like to

pay ny tribute to the young genera-

tion of 1976, the year of the black

student. the period of self-discovery

and the beginning or intensification

of political consciousness.

That year inspired nany of our

young boys and girls, and a gener-

ation of protest poetry witers was

born. Grls stepped into the shoes of

their mothers and wote about the

plight of every nother who |ost a

child during that year, or suffered

any kind of |oss due to the confron-

tation with the police force.

They were an angry lot, and their

voi ces were heard during com

menor ati on services and cultura



events. A few succeeded in having
their works published.

This is the mssing Iink of that period
and today. Since | belonged to this
generation, | shall attenpt to ad-
dress issues that affected us then, t
and what brought about the differ-
ences between yesterday and to- t

day.

in 1976 it was easy to resond to

the call of that year and its events.
There was sone sort of raising of
consci ousness and spontaneous re- 3
action to the events as they unfol d-
ed. It was history that needed to be
recorded fromall angles. Maybe it t
was al so necessary to conduct oral 3
poetry to nobilise and inspire the
masses. But what happened after

such events?

In 1977, after the banning of the |
political organisations, including a
witers group, it was as if the cultura
devel opnent of our people had

conme to an end.

Sone were detai ned or banned

and others had to skip the country. it



Students performat Cosatu cultural day in Johannesburg
took a long tinme for new groups to

be established and take the pl at-

form

What happened, in particular, to

the wonen witers of that tinme? THe
Mriam Tlali’s survived because they
were the old horses In the field.

My cont enporari es becane in-

active. There was no network of

comuni cation. Each one foll owed

her own instincts as to what to do

next. Qthers chose to continue their
studies or to join Industry. The cul tural
life In themwas tanmpered with. W

shal | not forget how our marri ages
contribute to our |ack of participa-
tion in matters like this.

But after all being said and done,

would |ike to raise an Issue that

seens to prevail in many areas of
cultural activity - consulting with past
worren writers when conpiling pub-

'l cations.
Wth due respect to Staffrider and
Ravan Press publishers, | would Iike

to use the example of their nost re-
cent achi evenent - a conpilation

of works they have published in the
past decade or so.

Do you want to tell nme the works

of women witers who started with
Staffrider ten years ago were not
good enough for reproduction in

at collection? | would Iike to hear
fr mthe house what you thought of

it.

VWhen | went through it, | discov-
ered works by Mriam Tlall, two bl ack
woren, Nadi ne Gordi mer and a

few others. But conpared to the ef-
fort of the wonmen. especially the

bl ack wonen, who published with
Staffrider In that ten year period,
there were very few. Many were |eft
out .

| would also like to know why Is It
that mainly white wonen's, excuse
that racial remark, works were I|n-
cluded. | count two bl ack wonen’s
works In that book. Does It mean that
a black woman |I's not good

enough?

I would also like to raise another is-
sue, which Is just a coincidence. To-
day | ammarried to a photographer
whose wor ks appeared In that col -
lection. It was work that was

achi eved over two years, and it

was Staffrlder’s photographic col -

[ ection. But Tune’s work, which actu-
ally started with the very first vol -
umes, could not even be noticed In

t he nmmgazi ne.

Wl |, maybe we still need to con-
suit with the editor, or the collective
that was conpiling or choosing the
work to be reproduced.

| amraising this point, not because
| wanted to be highlighted as an Indi-
vidual, but only for the sake of show



ing some recognition of the efforts
made by bl ack women witers then
I have very little experience with
organi sational or trade union publi-
cations. but often | cane across
poetry by nen. And knowi ng t hat
these publications are handl ed by
men t hensel ves, | wouldn’t expect
to see nmuch of women’s stuff in
t hem
The sane goes for cel ebrations,

i



conmenor ati ons or cultural events.
Worren, as al ways, are good at
catering whilst men are on stage,
preachi ng the gospel of nmmss no-
bilisation, unity and the need to
stand up together to win our strug-
gle. I have no qual ns about this.
too believe In It. But | amgoing to do
ny best to revive ny own witing

and work with other wonen witers or
budding writers.

One of the na-

jor, and serious

criticisms raised

after the Fedtraw

wonen’s cul tura

day was that

there were very

few wonmen cul tu-

ral participants not

acconpani ed by

nen. Pl ease get

that very clear, |

am not sayi ng

there were no

worren partici-

pants. They were

there, but accom

pani ed by nen.

It Is also sad to discover that
worren- only groups or organisations
do not seemto be addressing the
need for cultural desks within their
gr oups.

Sonet hi ng needs to be done by

the women thensel ves to answer

this need for a strong cultural nove-
ment .

Havi ng addressed the |ssue of

worren writers of the 1976 period, |
would Iike us to think seriously at the
role of the wonmen in our culture.

H storically, we know how our

people lived happily on their triba
lands, with livestock and fertile fields
as their nmeans of survival. The fam -
lies were always together, worked
together to supply their materia
needs, and were self-sufficient. The
worman of those times occupi ed her
rightful place In the society.

Si nce urbani sation, resettlenment,

I ndustrlallsation and migration from
homes to big cities, fanmly life
changed for the worse. Fanmily units
were dismantl ed and wonmen were

left behind to fend for thensel ves
and their children.

As poverty, homel essness and in-
security surrounded them wonen

too had to pack and go out to join
the workforce In factories, shops,

ki tchens and farnms, and those with
education Joi ned other professions.
Let us not forget the Industrial devel-
opnent In the past decade, where
worren were recruited for men’s

Jobs |i ke garbage collection and
street sweeping.

i don't want to believe it was to
create the equality we tal k about,



but it was for the governnment’s

cheap | abour practices. Al these

practices neant the woman was to-

"Let us renove the barriers! Let us break the
silence. Let us stand up and speak our ninds
before the nen do it for us. Let us fight the socia
and political obstacles that prevent us from
occupying our rightful place in the society...
"Let us find nmore ways to explain our stand and
why we want to be part of the whole society.
Let us not wait, to be a disgrace to our children
and grandchildren. W owe it to them

The future is theirs. "

tally cut off fromher famly. And her

role as the first teacher in the home,

the mentor and custodian of our cul -

ture, was not just forgotten but com

pl etely destroyed.

There are no nore fireside stories,

no nore people’ s to!klore. Studying

the social position of the wonman of

today, serious factors need to be

consi dered before any criticismis

passed as to why wonmen don’t

wite.

It is a fact that we all know, she is a
victimof triple oppression, being a

bl ack woman, a statuatory m nor

and provider or breadw nner. She is

a victimof the sanme socio-

econoni ¢ and political oppression

as her fellow man. As it this is not

enough, she is a victimof sexua

abuse, sexual harassment at the

wor kpl ace, a battered wife, a single

parent, a wi dow - not of natura

causes - but because her husband is

| ocked away In Jail or was forced to

| eave the country.

Aliterature fromthese wonmen, or

about their experiences, would pro-

vide an inportant social docunen-

tation of their lives and provide fur-

ther study materials for addressing

worren’ s I ssues and their role in the

whol e struggl e.

More so, it will shed some light in

grace to our children and grandchil -

about the effect of education on

dress the bantu education issue, but

good and the bad of being edu-

vel opnent, over the past ten years,

we have found nore wonen

seei ng wonen entering the field of
journalismas well.

devel oped their works and not only
under st andi ng her better. And

sonet hing can be done to uplift her.

As | ong as these problens are not
identified, recognised as barriers

and nost inportantly, fought, we

shal |l be asking for a mracle to see

worren st andi ng up with courage

and playing their role effectively.

This |Is a direct challenge to the

women t hensel ves. Let us renpve

these barriers! Sonetinmes they Just

bl ock our heads

because of a | ot

of other personal

probl ens we go



through In life. Let
us break the sl -
| ence. Let us stand
up and speak our
m nds before the
men do it for us.
Let us tight the so-
cial and politica
obst acl es t hat
prevent us from
occupyi ng our
rightful place in the
soci ety.
A menber of
the protest poetry generation, and
now a full-time worker for NUM
once defined wonen’s liberation as
follows: "Wonenls liberation is be-
yond the relationship of nen and
worren, it is beyond being freed
fromnmen' s oppression. But it is the
first phase of our struggle to reaffirm
our role in the struggle for total |ibera-
tion.’
Let us find nore ways to explain
our stand and why we want to be

part of the whole society we live in
today. Let us not wait, to be a dis-
dren. W owe it to them the future is
theirs.

Let us pause for a while and think
our culture. | amnot going to ad-
how educati on has been used to
create class distinctions within our
conmunity. | shall not talk about the
cated. As part of the process of de-
breaki ng into mal e-doni nat ed
fields. the arts included. W began
Those who were creative witers

a



concentrated on one type of witing

but started on short stories and nov-

el s. Today we al so have wonen

pl aywri ghts.

achi evenent s.

But can we sincerely say that

sone, if not nost of the work, Is within

the grasp of the ordinary woman in

the street? How do we measure the

success of her witing? Is it by the to-

tal sales, or by readership that gen-

erates di scussion or causes people

to take action?

How many of us take the trouble

to wite In African | anguages for the

sake of effective commnication?

Thi nk of nmany cul turual events where

witers read their works In English. i am

one of them like |I am doing now.

How does it help the situation, unless

we do not want to communicate

wi th our people but with those who

oppress us. How

do we gain our

peopl e’ s support

if they | eave the

nmeeting or read-

i ngs without under-

standing 0 thing

about our work.

As i see it, Eng-

lish as a | anguage

is a bridge be-

tween different ra-

We appl aud such

pr of essi onal i sm

G ven the fact that we are part of

our history. and that we too have a

role to play, let us recogni se those

who came before us. Let us honour

them and nake use of their skills and

experiences to create our own.

As wonen, we can never wite

out si de our comunity. And we

need that strong presence in com

nmunity services or participation in rel-

evant grassroots structures. W are

women, nothers of the nation. Be-

sides all other responsible positions

we hold, we still have this social re-

sponsibility we have to carry until the

end of tinme.

in the next page or two | wish to

attenpt to address the basic and

sone sensitive issues which we can

start correcting nowin order to have

a place for the women and the

"Can we siheerely say that sone, if not nost of

the work is’ within the grasp of the ordinary

woman in the street? How do we neasure the

success of our witing?

Is it by total sales or by readership that
gener ates di scussi on or causes people to take

action? How nmany of us take the trouble toe’'wite

in African | anguages for the sake of effective

executives or personnel. Let us stop

appoi nti ng wonmen as tokens, not lis-

tening to their contributions, or putting

forward destructive criticism By so

doi ng we shall be destroying our

rol e model s and we shoul d not ex-



pect nore wonen to dare take a

chance to occupy that vacant

chair, unless they enjoy being hum I -
ated by their fellow brothers.

Let us learn to listen and respect

the opinions of our sisters, In particu-
[ ar black sisters. W are likely to pick
up good ideas. | don’t believe we

are working in the corporate world
where high sales are a priority.

| see our struggle as two-fold. On

the one hand it Is to bring freedom

for our people, and on the other it is
to devel op one another to be able

to assunme responsibility in the post-
apartheid society.

By recogni sing

the tal ent of our

worren wel I be

able to protect

them from bei ng

used by certain

unf avour abl e el e-

ments outside the

corridors of our

struggle. W shal

not find ourselves

In conflict with

teachi ngs of our

Egggroups. H fad |- conmunication? |iberation nove-

comuni cati on How do we gain our people’s support if they nent

regardi ng

and contact. If we |eave the nmeetings or readings wthout fem nism

weie to $de the understanding a thing about our work?" Let us m .ex

subj ect that Inter- pect to find

ests us nmost we

are likely to bow

our heads in shame when we realise
that those we were witing tor, and
about, and reading to, did not get

t he nessage.

For exanple, so much is witten

about the domestic worker. Her

plight is being conmunicated, but

she is not aware of that. She only en-
Joys the physical support that she
counts on. but nay not be aware

that we are exposing the nal prac-
tices in domestic work.

Let us therefore think about how

ef fective our works are in comuni -
cating. Let us bridge the gap be-
tween the educated and the uned-
ucated. Let us, in the process,
practice sincerity at all |evels of our
witing. Let us be I oyal nmessengers
and di sci pl es and serve our com
munlttes with utnost dedication and
youth in our cultural circles.

These points are froma rough

study of the situation of wonmen wit-
ers and they are in no way the best
and final answers as to what needs

to be done. They are not a bl ue

print. i will just quickly go through the
poi nts on where we can start to real -
|y get our women witers going.

Since the ground is fertile within or-
gani sati ons we could establish not a
separate forum but a special one,

to give wonen a chance to be

t hensel ves, to work on their ideas.



take initiatives, and produce their
own wor k.

Let us not generalise issues affect-
ing menbers or workers as this can
override wonen’s issues. Let us
strive for a bal ance in nunbers and
participation or recruitment of our

r eady- made

Wonmen, or mas-

ters of the craft, unless we are pre-
pared to work hard and produce

our own. There is a big cry over |ack
of political education. Wnmen are

the worst victinms and al ways have to
find their own ways of understandi ng
our political struggle and related is-
sues. The same applies to our youth.
Let us find suitable publications
that we identify with and use them as
a vehicle to carry our nessage
across. Let us pronote wonen’s

wor ks col | ectively. For exanple,
conbine their witings with photogra-
phy, artwork and illustrations by other
wormen. Let us create forunms to dis-
cuss such issues or brainstormthe

i deas.

We can al so think of pronoting

woren in the arts by creating incen-
W



tlves like awards In different catego-
ries.

Lastly, let us try to close the gap
between the old and new witers by
approachi ng our culture as dedicat -
ed and strongly conmmitted workers.
The | ssue should not be how many
books the witer has published. but
how many people did he or she

share his or her experience with and
hel p to shape their future

in conclusion, | would |ike to pay
tribute to all the people behind Co-
saw, cultural desks of many organi-
sations, and Individuals |Iike Nadine
Gordlmer and Mriam Tlaii, for their
out standi ng contribution in our litera
ture. A special thank you to Mriam
Tlali who opened her doors to many

of us, to use her house for wonen
witers’ workshops and to use her re-
source library. To her | say, we were
too young and naive to understand

her concern. Thank you.

Rosel i ne Naapo

Rosel | ne was a domestic worker

bef ore becom ng an organi ser

for the South African Donestlc
Workers’ Union (SADW) , a CO-

safu affiliate. She |Is one of our
forenpst donestic worker

poet s.

i am going to speak about how

was inspired to be a witer.

| was not born with the know edge

of witing. i was brought up by a

st epnot her who never showed ne

| ove. She bought me beautifu

cl ot hes, toys, as a canouflage to
soci ety that she |oves ne. But the
house was col d.

When i started going to school

iearnt to have a little notebook to
wite about whatever problens i

had on a particular day. These wit-
ings nade ne conpile theminto

smal | poens, or plays.

During nmy school days the prob-

| enrs became nore and nore, be-

cause i had the gift of being clever,
of com ng nunber one in schoo

each year. And ny step nother’s
children couldn't get the tlrst position
That was anot her problem for ne.

| started again. witing a play and
letting the school children play that
play and i would pretend to be ny
stepnother. | was trying to show the
people how | was living in that beau-
tiful house, with beautiful clothes, with
everyt hing which the people saw

was beautiful and a happy life, but
with no | ove.

it went on until, through other suf-
ferings, through the punishnment | got
fromthe government after resigning
fromthe police force, | was forced
to work as a donestic worker.

In the field of donestic work, it’s
not happy, it’'s not nice. You live in a
beautiful roomwhich they call a



horme. But you live alone. You are

not allowed to have visitors, you are
not able to live with your husband.
You are separated fromyour famly
for many nonths. And your enpl oy-

er expects you to smile each norn-

i ng when you cone Into her house.
VWen the enpl oyer | eaves you

wi th her kids, she expects you to be
a good nother to her kids, a good
nurse to her kids. You nmust be one
hundred percent to her Kkids. Mean-
while you are feeling a clot in your
heart that you can not even kiss your
child in the nmorning when you wake
up.

Here with me i have sone of the

wor ks of donestic workers. W are
encour agi ng domestic workers to
wite short stories and seei ng wheth-
er there are sone hidden talents
within the donestic workers be-

cause we have seen that to be a
witer does not nean you had to go
to school

You can say whatever you can

say w thout knowi ng how to wite,

The next person will wite it for you.
and it can be conpiled into a book
The first poem | amgoing to read

is about a domestic worker who was
very cross because she was dis-

m ssed without any salary, wthout
any notice pay, and her things were
thrown in the street. it is called Lek-
goa Gopol a.

Lekgoa ge o fihia

obe ol e Bot hat eng

obe o hi oka nodul o

Ser ut ha- net si ng sebe se

pshatiegile
O filwe nodul o
0O filwe dljo

Ware go ttwael a

WA thoma mat haita

Bogudu ebil e a mat hono

Bogoshi ba go utsuwa

O furile magoshl arena

0 ba turile ka tjhelete

WA neel a magoshl a rena bjal a
WA ba | ebatsha tsa go hlahla
setj haba

WA kgona go ba bitsa dithael a

O arotse naga ya rena

Re bitsana ka Bapedi, Mazulu
Mavenda.

O hweditse re sa th-tsene kereke
O re tile Bebele na tsea - naga
O agi |l e nengwako ya kgoi ego

O swere baetapel e ba rena

0 ba hiahletse ntloana - tshwana
Ge ba kgopel a kwano.

And anot her poemwas al so wit-
ten by a donestic worker. It says:
A donestic worker

|'ve seen her trudging al one

in this lonely |ane of poverty
caring touching diligence.

From sunrise to sunset

she drai ns her years

with masters cooki ng washi ng



that pays her

a bow of disappointnent

And she knows

she has to accept these crunbs
For she has no right to strike

or appeal to the deep laws of the
I and.

The worl d spins in her mnd

when she renenbers

that soon her strength shall be
waned

and there will be no

unenpl oynent

or person for her thereafter.

An idea of form ng a nouthpiece
for their grievances

flashed her mnd

whil e she was figuring out the way
to get out fromthis

torturing isolation

The | ast poem i wote while | was
a domestic worker.

Alone i sit in ny cel

t hi nki ng of my poor children

and husband.

No-one to talk to

nor listen to.



A play about "madans and mai ds" highlights Sadwmu’s |iving wage canpai gn
My poor feet are aching

ny shoul ders are drooping

fromtiredness.

" m gi ven nanes

Sone call ne Maid

Some call me Mary.

Is It so hard to be called Lekhutso?

| am a nurse, doctor, cook

you name it, | do
My reward cones when they
want

Land of ny forefathers

How can you forget one

who sacrificed her children

to be with yours

Ch rul ers of our country

how can you forget nme in your

house

how can you forget the |lonely

wor ker .

Ni se Mal ange

Ni sa, a poet and witer, was a
menber of the National Union of

Met al Workers of SA (Nunsa)

and was I n the Congress of

South African Trade Uni ons (Co-

satu) cullural conmttee In Natal.
She I's now working In I he Culture
and Wrking Life Project In Natal.
The title of nmy paper is: iWnen

wor kers and the struggle for cultura
transformation’

My presence in this conference

today Is to speak and address two

i ssues. Firstly, my experiences as a
poet and the problenms of support

that | have received as a woman.

And the second Issue Is to give

sone outline of the kind of work that
Cosatu |s doing to encourage work-

er witing and to | ook at whet her Co-
satu | s specifically encouraging
worren workers to wite and If so,
how.

I won’t be speaking specifically

on these two issues, but | would Ilike
to share my experiences with you.

| started witing when | was still at
primary school. But sure, everyone
has received that experience of
conposition witing, let alone |Img-
Ination and recitation

| used to get frustrated when | was
restricted on what to wite and read.
| won’t go into details of the rotten
education that is bontu educati on.
only took my |late nother’s advice,

ny |ate nother. She used to tell ne,
| ook, you are just getting confused
day by day, because you read a

| ot and you don’t concentrate on

your studies, so please ignore the
other things and just try to concen-
trate on the right Issues.

At the same tinme, It has hel ped

me. But ny nother couldn't see

what | have achi eved now, |ike the
publication that we had and sone
other witings, because she died in
1985, before we published 'Bl ack



Manba Ri sing’

| did not have the opportunity of
getting alternative educati on be-
cause at that tlme the one was no
better than the other, conpared to
education facilities that are avail a-
bl e t oday.

My i nvol venent was nore In

stage pl ays, dance, singing, sport

and witing. | did not give priority to
any of these because each of them
had its owmn tinme at school. It was

only In 1977 that | concentrated

nore on stage plays and witing
poetry, w thout any encourage-

nment. And all that work has disap-
peared now.

When | started with the trade un-
lons in 1982, | was frustrated, |onely
and mserable. | had to learn to be

i ndependent and to | earn anot her

Nguni | anguage. And for that year |
was | mrersed

The foll owi ng year, that |Is 1983,
becarme invol ved I n what is today

the Cosatu cultural unit. W were
maki ng and performng plays, wit-
ing poetry and songs. Al our work Is
today portrayed In the book called
"Organi se and Act’ and the tirst col -
| ection of poens, that Is 'Black



Manba R sl ng’ was published In

1985. Hopefully In md-1989 we will
cone up with another collection that
addr esses wonen’s hardshi ps.
CGenerally | have received sup-

port from conrades |nside and out-
side. Wirking for the Culture and
Working Life Project, | did not give
ny witing priority because of the
time. | was a union organiser and this
neant wor ki ng seven days a week.
Through ny experience of sexist
managenment, and soneti nmes

t hrough workers, 1’ve gained conti -
dence. You struggle until you can
prove you can do your work.

W are all aware that this society
I's mal e domi nat -

ed, with mainly

mal e chauvi ni sts.

We are al ways at-

tacked as wom

wor k that we do,

and we need to

be brave In order

to succeed.

In Natal, after

the wonmen’s fo-

rum conf erence

there were snear

panphl ets attack-

Ing wonen. |'m

have this panmph-

| et now. But these

panphl ets said

they were fromworkers fromthe
factory floor. Cenerally It was ad-
dressing the |Issue of wonen organ-
ising thenselves. It said that wonen
are demandi ng six nonths maternity

| eave while they are not even sure
that those babies born at that tine
will be theirs, that they will be the fa-
thers of those babies. Because
seemngly there I's nothing that you
can do as wonen al one. You need

to have nen | nvolved In anything
that you are doing. W have come
together regularly to build up our
strength and confidence because

of these attacks.

Today | would say let’s rather dis-
cuss practical ways of bringing
wonen together on a nore com

non and open ground. Sharing of
skills rather than frustration is maybe
the solution. | don't say let’s ignore
the problens that we’ ve got now,

but it we slIt and cry and feel defeat-
ed we won’'t make a new society.

We need to plan for our future, the
future of women, In the new South
Africa.

Witing about our experiences,
culture and history Is one of the Im
portant ways of sharing wth other
worren and passi ng the nessage

to other people.

Cosatu wonen’s forum was one

of the inportant events In our history
as wor ki ng wonen. There are nany



canpai gns that we need to carry

forward to nmake worki ng wonen

aware of all the devel opnents, be It

culture, witing, the Ilving wage cam

pai gn or parental rights.

The success of all those cam

pai gns needs our full participation. It

"There is a long history of wonen’s resistance
agai nst apartheid and capitalist exploitation

en, in any kind of Increasingly working class wonmen are becom ng

part of the organi sed | abour force and are

ef fecting changes within their conmuniti es.

The struggle to change patriarchal attitudes,
share the doubl e shift and achi eve hi gher wages
and better working conditions, is being forced
onto the agendas of organisations.

As long as culture is not part of the sane
agenda, wonen niss one of the nost powerful
sorry that | don’t tools for bringing about cultura
Is very difficult for me to say there

are devel opnents in the area of

worren. having a hundred plus one

pr obl ens.

Rather, | would like to share with
you the devel oprment of the worker
theatre novenent In Natal. | wll be

very brief and nore of this informa-
tion can be obtained from

"Organi se and Act’.

Over the last five years workers in
the trade union novenent In Nata
consol i dated thensel ves into a
strong cultural |ocal

The nmenbers have made and

perfornmed plays, wote and read
their poetry, conposed songs and
responded creatively to all ngjor
canpai gns and events.

But the majority of people who

have contributed to this process
have been nal e workers. The pres-
ence of wonen has been sporadic,
rather than regular and strong Few
worren have participated In the
creative workshops and perfor-
mances, or In witing poetry. This Is
not surprising and It reflects the gen-
eral |l ack of wonenls active Involve-
ment | n organi sations such as Cosa-
tu.

As Cosatu had stated: ’'The op-
pression of wonen is an | medi ate
organi sational |ssue for the denp-
cratic novenent.’

General ly, the broad issues raised
with the rise of the wonen’s |ibera-
tion novenment Internationally have
not taken root ampbng the rank and
tile of progressive organi sations.
Wmen's issues were ldentified

as: lack of wonen in |eadership po-
sitions, lack of organisational skills to
pronote wom

en’s | nvol vement

in the trade unions,

patriarchal atti-

tudes, the specia

probl ens of

worren wor kers.

and the con-

straints placed on

transformati on. "



wor ki ng cl ass

worren whi ch

prevent them

frombeing in-

voNed.

At the Fosatu

womren’ s con-

gress, in 1983 In Jo-

hannesburg, four

worren shop ste-

war ds descri bed

their own lives as exanples of the
dai |y hardshi ps they experience as
wor kers, as nothers, as worker | ead-
ers, and as nothers in the comuni -
ty.

They gave accounts of the strug-
gles in the honme and how their deci-
sion to assune | eadership roles
clashes with the traditional patriar-
chal famly. After some debate, a
mal e shop steward responded with

an enlightened appeal to his broth-
ers. He asked themto work hand in
hand wi th woren, both at the indus-
trial site and at horme.

"Women are now doi ng a doubl e

job, we say we are the oppressed
nati on, but wonen are nore op-
pressed. They go to work and then
start again at hone. W should put
asi de the whi skey and nmake the fire
if the wife Is not yet home, and al so
carry the child. After all, it is the
child also,’ he said.

Hi s plea generated cheers from
wormen and jeering fromnmen. Since

mani s



A uni on nenber perforns at a Cosatu neeting in Cape
then not much progress has been

made: wonen still suffer the triple
oppression. at the workplace, In or-
gani sations and in the donestic
sphere. They still have to confront
the bosses at work and nmen who

pl ay bosses. The bosses have this
whol e attitude: If he is giving you an
instruction you have to take it, like it
or not,’ you have to take that instruc-
tion. And then men becone frustrat-

ed because they are al so bosses.

Then they take that frustration back
hone.

And It is such a problem espe-

cially for wonmen who are house-

Wi ves, who are not exposed to such

t hi ngs, who cannot argue. And as
singl e wonen, nen always tell us

that we won’t get nmarried, we won't
get husbands, because we argue a

| ot.

Thi s paper iooks at one aspect of
worren’ s oppression that |Is often ne-
gl ected - performance culture. Per-
formance cul ture means the repre-
sentation In public of plays. nusic,
dance and poetry. Participation in
performances, both acting and wit-
Ing, Is a powerful experience. And
the medi um of plays and poetry, it’'s
much nore effective than pamph-

| ets, speeches, posters or stickers.
The absence of wonen is there-

fore particularly distressing, because
In performance culture they have a

pl atform for expressing their anger
their perspective and they con-
scientise their audience.

Furthernore, it is inmportant for
worren to realise their creative po-
tential and extend their self-
contidence as participants In the
struggle for cultural transformation
There is a long history of wonen’s
resi stance agai nst apartheid and
capitalist exploitation. Increasingly,
wor ki ng cl ass wormen are becormi ng

part of the organi sed | abour force
and are effecting changes wthin
their comunities.

The struggle to change patriar-

chal attitudes, share the double shift
and achi eve hi gher wages and bet -

ter working conditions, is being
forced onto the agendas of trade

uni ons and popul ar organi sati ons.

As long as culture or witing is not
part of the same agenda, wonen

nm ss one of the nobst powerful tools ,
for bringing about cultural transfor-
mat i on.

One of the nmain reasons for wom

en's lack of participation in cultura
activities is that there is littie informa-
tion avail able to wonmen on the shop
tioor and in the conmuniti es.

Worren have often conpl ai ned

that they are not getting the sane 4
amount of information as nmen, both

Town



on the shop floor and in the conmu-
nity. Very often women do not even
know about the existence of group-

ings. They have little know edge of r
uni on canpai gns and strategi es.

Sonme believe that it |Is the role of
males to get involved in iabour is-
sues, while they nust participate in
struggles in the townships.

We need information on the role

of performance culture and witing.
This is one of the great things that we
reaiiy need. Culture nust be taken

out of the framework of leisure time
activities and put back Into the work-
ing lives of the people who nake

and participate init.

The Durban cultural |ocal and oth-

er cultural locals realise this. They
enmbarked on a systematic cam

pai gn of producing pl ays, poens

and songs on the |ives of working

class people. Al these tell the story
of ordinary people's struggles. It can
be in witing or by stage play, but the
nmessage i s one.

And inportantly, they show that

each person has a story to tell, that
you do not need to be well -

educated or specially gifted to be

able to tell the story or to wite - the
same thing that ny sister has said.

And we are still encouragi ng workers

to wite. There is this argunment that
there is this hostility between the ac-
adem cs and the working cl ass.

don’'t regard that as hostility. Wrkers
need to wite of their own frustrations.
We don’t call that hostility.

Because of the double shift for

nmany wonen workers there seens

to be no space or tinme to add an-

other shift to the already full day.
Many wonen drop out of work-

shops because they are too ex-

hausted to cope any | onger

Lack of childcare facilities is an-

i . % i




oTher problem One of The wonen

par Ti ci panTs in The C over play de-

ci ded ThaT The play was Too i npor -
TanT To | eT chil dcare responsibiliTles
I nTerfere. So she broughT her grand-
son Wi Th her To rehearsals and car-
ried himon her back while she per-
fornmed. This was possi bl e because
oTher women in The group hel ped

her.

|"msure i’m The only wonan here

wi Th a child. To be involved in any
sTruggle, if you ve goT a baby, if
you’' ve goT a child, you need To car-
ry ThaT baby al ong wi Th you, be-
cause our boyfriends or husbands
don’ T regard ThaT as Their role. They
don’ T regard my parTlcipaTion in The
cul Tural TransformaTion as parT of ny
wor k.

if 1 go To work and earn noney To
bring up The Child, ThaT is all ThaT They
need. | nvolvenenT in The sTruggie
nmeans ThaT | will be dom naTing him
So ThaT's why | had To carry my boy
ar ound.

There are oTher problens |ike

Jeal ousy and possessiveness from

nmen, and paTrlarchal rel aTions which
regard wonmen as mnors. As a re-

sul T, nosT worren who parTi ci paTe In
cul Tural projecTs are young or single
worren who are free To nmove w Th-

ouT accounTing for each sTep ouT-

si de The hone.

This carries oTher problens wi Th |T.
Young wonen of Ten do noT have

The sane hisTorlcai insighTs and life
experi ences as ol der women.

There is also The socialised | ack of
sel T-confl dence. Young wonen

from Tradi Tl onal honmes have been
broughT up in condi Ti ons where girls
musT be noTi ced only Through The
producTs of Their | abour. They woul d
be consi dered i modesT and rude

if They Tried To make people aware

of Their presence in any oTher way.
Worren on The sTage feel ThaT

They musT noT be noTiced. On The
oTher hand, They are clearly visible.
Thi s anbi gui Ty of self-confidence is
exTraordi nary. Wen one | ooks aT
women in whaT is Tradi Tionally re-
garded as wonen’'s areas of acTivi-

Ty, There is also a lack of TrusT in crea-
Tive ablliTy. SomeTi mes wonen do

noT cone forward because They

Thi nk ThaT people will laugh aT Themi f
They ad on sTage. They have cone

To doubT Their own abiliTy To Tell sTo-
ries in exciTing ways, and They | ock
The sel f-confidence To appear in
public.

There is a general need To realise
The inpor Tance of performance cul -
Ture and wiTing in The sTruggle for lib-
eraTion as a whole. No amounT of

di scussi ons, resol uTions and poi nTs on
agendas of nmeeTings will solve The
problem The supporT should be



pracTical. This should involve break-
I ng up The Tradi Tional roles and divi -
sion of | abour.

AT The wonmen’s forum confer-

ence There was no i Temon cul Ture.

BUT aT The educaTi on conference

There was a cul Ture conmi ssion w Th

a fewworren on IT. if The wonen’s
forumis noT Taking up cul Ture as parT
of The sTruggle, puTTing H on Their
agendas and giving H a place in

Their lives, no-one will push for This. |'m

saying This froma union poinT of

vi ew. The canpai gns on women’ s

i ssues ThaT have succeeded were

pushed by woren Thensel ves. LeT's

gi ve ourselves Tine To devel op our
skills. Wonen nusT be Taken seri ous-

ly. Cul Tural acTiviTy is one way of
wor ki ng Through The probl ens and
Teachi ng each oTher abouT differenT

per specTi ves.

My Tine is devoTed To all The disci-

pl i nes because i know ThaT There is
noThing ThaT is inpossible if one gives
everyThing a Try. | know ThaT There

are worren wri Ters who are noT con-
fidenT enough To cone forward w Th

Their work. LeT s break The sil ence.
LeT's wi Te abouT our frusTraTion, com
nmuni caTe wi Th oTher woren aT hone

and ouTsi de.

The ANC has included wonmen in a

Thei r consTi TuTi onal guidelines. IT reads
as follows: "Wnen shall have equa
righTs in all spheres of public and pri-
vaTe life and The sTaTe shall Take aflir-
maTi ve acTion To elimnaTe inequali -
Ties and di scri m naTi on beTween The
sexes’

There is a general need To realise

The inmpor Tance of cul Ture in The
sTruggle for liberaTion as a whol e.

Di scussi ons, resol uTi ons Taken and

poi nTs on agendas of neeTi ngs can

be of greaT assisTance in building Up
woren and cul Ture.

Progressi ve organi saTi ons nusT

encour age parTici paTion in The cul Tu-
ral movenmenT aT every level. If iTis To
be successful, This encouragenmenT

can noTjusT Take The form of Tal k



Worren of ficials who have The
pol i Ti cai consci ousness, The i nfornma-
Tion and The awareness of The pow

er of wiTing or performance cul Ture
musT cone forward and seT an ex-

ampl e.
if women workers see Their |ead-
ers parTicipaTe, They will feel encour-

aged To join. Ml e conrades nusT
make sure ThaT They al |l ow wonen
enough Tine To be creaTive and noT
burden Them wi Th ' nore | npor TanT
wor Kk’ .

CosaTu and i Ts affiliaTes should ac-
Ti veiy supporT cul Ture and encour -
age The wonmen in Their househol ds

To par Tl ci paTe and wi Te. Cosaw

nmusT or gani se wor kshops and seni -
nars for women wi Ters To devel op
and share The skills. ThaT' s my recom
mendaTi on and The | asT parT of ny
paper.

Dl SCUSSI ON

Sunmari si ng The papers, The chair-
person of The session, Amanda

Kwadi , said There was a need for

cui Turai organi saTlon To be puT on The
agenda’ s of Trade unions, wonen’s

or gani saTi ons and oTher denocraTic

or gani saTi ons.

There was al so a need for wom

en wiTers To be recogni sed and for
men and wonen To share wonen’s
burdens in order To all ow wonen

nore Time To wri Te.

"Wonmen are cui Tural reflecTors
fromcradl e To grave," she said.
"They are The noThers and They give
educaTion, in a formal or inform
way, To The children.’

LANGUAGE

Respondi ng To a quesTion, |ee

Mai ange said cultural acTivisTs In Na-
Tai were giving serious aTTenTion To
The issue of |anguage in order To en-
courage workers. For exanple, They
had produced The firsT issue of a
journal in Zulu, called Injula.

"This is The planormfor The workers
To have discussion in Their own Afri -
can | anguagef she said.

"We are encouragi ng workers To

wiTe. We are encouragi ng workers

To debaTe all The issues ThaT are be-
i ng debaTed by academics or |nTel -

| ecTuai s.

She opposed The use of The word
"venacular’. 'IT's like being called a
banTu, or a kaffirf she said. ’RaTher
use Nguni or African | anguage, or

use Zulu or Xhosa or whaTever. ral her
Than usi ng The word venacul ar.

LOBOLA

A speaker from The floor fel T ThaT
worren’ s oppression coul d be

Traced back To 'our forefaThers’ cus-
Tom of |oboia. Some men Think ThaT
when They pay | obola for a wonan,
They are buying her To cone and

care for The house.

How abouT if we sTarT by crushing



such cusToms before we can Tal k
abouT equal i Ty, he said.

Worren’ s problemis ThaT They

have conprom sed and al | owed
Thensel ves To be dom naTed by

men, said one parTicipanT. Wmen
have To do soneThi ng abouT This, he
said, and referred To wonen |ike
Cory Aquino In The Philippines and
Maggi e ThaTcher in Bri Tain who had
becone | eaders of Their counTries.
A speaker poi nTed ouT ThaT even

in These counTries which had wonen

| eaders, women were sTili op-
pressed. These counTries had no | o-
bol a, buT woren were sTili op-

pressed and expl ol Ted. 'So we

have To go deeper Than ThaT,’' she
sai d.

AnoTher speaker said he disa-
greed ThaT | obol a was The rooT
cause of inequaii Ty beTween The
sexes.

He said The issue of ioboia need-
ed To be undersTood froma cl ass
per specTi ve and an under sTandi ng
of how soci eTi es devel oped.

"We are noT here because of an
accl denT of naTure," he said. 'W
have devel oped from feudal i sm

and oTher sTages ThaT socl eTy has
gone Through. And we ourselves are
The producT of Those devel op-
menTs. '’

POLI CY AND PRACTI CE

"Presenl e we have organi saTi ons
ThaT cl aim To be progressive and
denocraTl c. They have principles
and policies ThaT are anTl - sexi sT,
The speaker.

"BuT you find ThaT The | eadership of
Those organi saTions is i Tseif sexist
"For insTance, sonebody cones

sai d

To visiT nme inmy flaT. My girlfriend is

sl eeping on The bed and i am

cl eaning The fiaT. | nmedl aTely They
Thi nk someThing is wong.

"BuT i am cl eaning The flaT be-
cause i T needs To be cl eaned and H

is shared by boTh of us. She is sl eep-

I ng because she is Tired.

"ITis our duTy, iTis also ny duTy,
be proud, To clean The fiaT. And if
she cannoT clean i T because she is
Tired, | have To clean iT.

"WhaT is happening |'s ThaT we

make ei oquen’r sTaTenenTs, very
convi nci ng sTaTenenTs whi ch ap-
peal To people, buT CT The end of
The day we do noT pracTi ce whaT

we are preaching.

"The problemlIs a | oT of women
agree To be dom naTed by Their

men - even conrades in our union

To :

sTrucTures and in our poliTical sTruv

cures.
' The sane happens wi Th nen

who chauvi ni sTicaily dom naTe Their
worren aT hone, buT when H cones

To public planornms |ike This, They al-

ways appear To be The nicesT crea-



Tures naTure has ever had.

"The problemis ThaT we are pre-
Tendi ng. WhaTever we are sayi ng,

we are noT saying i T from deep

down in our hearTs. W do noT mnean
whaT we are saying. We are saying it
because H is convenienT To say i T or
because we read abouT i T in sone
book.

"Unl ess we ourselves are pre-

pared To change, we won’ T sol ve
These probl ens.

"We only use The planorns To

show peopl e how el oquenl e we

can speak or how progressive we
sound. Then i T does noT Take us any-
wher e, because aT The end of The
day, we doan change our pracTi ce.

" Af Ter a year, we have anoTher
conference and we say The sane

Thi ngs. Because peopl e have been
sayi ng These Things for years in differ-
enT sTrucTures, buT There is no
change.

"Very few nen are prepared To
change, and very few wonen are
prepared To accepT men as equal s

- They always regard Them as Two

or five percenT above Thensel ves.

' The problem conrades, nore

Than anyThing el se, is The aTTi Tude Tha
peopl e have - The aTTi Tude ThaT
says, al’rhough i accepT The princi-
pl es of The Freedom CharTer, of pro-
gressiveness, ThaT | need To be
equal wi Th The oTher person. | cannoT



be equal with my woman or with ny
man.

"Peopl e have | ots of excuses to
prove why they cannot |nmrediately
succunb to these principles of
equality.

"l think the main snag, conrades,

is that we pretend. W talk too much
on such platfornms, but we do not
nmean what we are saying, in rea
proctice.’

A menber of the audi ence said

he didn’t see any oppressive rel o-

ti onshl p between men and women.

But, he sold. nmen being paid higher
wages than wonen was a sensitive

i ssue.

He said there was a need for

what he called 'notrinoniol nutual -
Ismi In the home. Instead of the man
com ng hone to read the paper

and drink his beer, he should give
the woman 0 hand in cleaning the
house and ot her tasks. This would
olso be a lesson to the Children in the
famly

He supported | obold, saying it

was 'our tradition, sonething we
grew up with", and "if you wont to
destroy the principles of nmy tradition,
I will fight you until | die. | respect I|oe
bol d. Because ny forefathers proc-
tlsed It in order to ensure the security
of d wonon’.

Worren should gdin nore confi -

dence, he sold. They shoul d orgone

i se and canpai gn agai nst any

donmi nance

"If any man wants to dom nate O
woman that man shoul d realise that
he is nothing wthout that wonon,’ he
sol d. 'Behind every successful man
there Is 0 wonon.’

"A wonan is a synmbol of our own
pride. You were carried and con-
nected to that wonen through the
umbi l'i cal cord. The sweet sound, the
first sound you heard, was because
of the i mediate rel ationship be-
tween you and that woman. Be-

cause you can now carry 0 heavy
thing, nmore than her, you underesti -
mate the power which Is there. Let’s
respect our wonen, let’s give them
courage and let’'s push them let’s
work with them and forward we go’
Pointing to the high percentage of
men I n the audi ence, C speaker
dsked 'Where are you’ wonen, the

wi ves, the girlfriends and sisters? She
agreed with O previous speaker that
peopl e hodn't storted practising
what they preach and appealed to
people to bring their women to such
occasions In future.

OPPRESSI NG THEMSELVES

Anot her speaker sold wonen op-

press thensel ves and ot her women,

at work and even in organisations.
Wmen witers also contributed to
this by portraying wonen’s only role



as a not her who cooks, washes

and | ooks otter the children.

"Unl ess we change attitudes and

we educate both women and nen,

then we won’t go onywhere,’ she

sai d.

If nmen oppress wonen, then one

day they woul d be overthrown, sold
onot her participant. He also felt that
worren oppress thensel ves and
conpl ai ned that women in his closs

at school | ocked confidence and

were too shy.

"When we have debates, no girls

want to take port. When we have
sport, no girls want to take part. This is
not to say we oppress them they

do not wont to take port. They op-
press thenselves. So | don’t think
nost men do oppress wonen

"It’s up to themto decide what

they wont. If you wont sonething,

you nust show sone initiotlve, so
that we can book you up. | con not
book ny woman if | can see she
doesn’t show sone confidence in

what she is saying. She can enbor-
rdss ne in front of the people if | soy
"' m booking her up So | think the
woren t hensel ves nust take O

stand.’

"They just wont to wal k around in
town. They wont to be the wife of
sonebody who is rich, and they im
agi ne thensel ves being In the nost

[ uxurious houses. But none wont to
work towards that. She's ainming for
somebody to take her one day.

Now i f | take you fromthe dork then I
nmust oppress you. Because | have

that power.’

NEED FOR SUPPORT

A woman witer soid witing could

be very Il onely.

i When you di scover you are d

witeri you sit clone and find yourself
with your witing. You don’t know how
good it is. You |look at books and
magazi nes in bookstores and won-

der, will | ever be In that bookshel f?
She said she was very thankful for
Cosow s support for witers, but ap-
peal ed for sonething to be done to
ensure nore contact between peo-

pl e.

i W& won’t grow unless we get to

know each ot her and support each

ot her,’” she sold, urging nore experi-
enced witers to participate In work-
shops to hel p others.

Many wonen at the conference

some of whom rmay be witers. had

been qui et, she added.

" Moybe they just don’t know how

to put their feelings. You know, it’'s not
easy, and we’'re using this blosted
English that we use all the tinme. Not
everybody is confortable with this
English. W nust be aware of that.

"l hope sonething that will be

achi eved today is to nmake contact



and support each other. These
speeches ore oil wonderful. But lets
thi nk of supporting each ot her

"Then, next time we neet, we'll

cone up with a bigger group of
peopl e who have experi ence.

What they are doing with domestic
wor kers getting together is extreme-
Iy beautiful. And people using the
bl ock | anguages is sonething to be
proud of

"There and idi ons and sayings in

bl ock | ongudges thot we can't trons-
lote into English. | hope we are not
maki ng peopl e feel they must nds-
ter the English | anguage before they
are able to participate.

"i hope nore lodies will learn to
porticipote in these conferences or
sem nars or gatherings like this. Be-
cause it is only then that we know
who i s facing what and where.’

WOMEN WRI TERS

On the issue of why there are so
few women witers, one wonen wit-
er in the audience told her story:
"l1”ve been witing for quite sone

time. | think | storied witing at the age
of twel ve.
"My father was in Russia. | used to

wite letters to himall the tinme. and
then they turned into 0 song. My

not her used to say you are going to

be arrested and oil that.

"l wote nmore and nore, but | was

so scored. | hod no confidence.

used to show ny witings to sone

people. And they used to say to me

these are just not right. But when | saw



their shows, | saw so much of ny

work there and | realised | was get-
ting ripped off.

"I "msure there are many of us

here, who started witing as little girls,
but have now shelved it like i did. But
ot her people used to tell me, cone
on, cone on.

"Somet | mes the parents put their
children off witing. You find the
not her says, what is this nonsense,
you shoul d be cl eaning instead of
doing this. And then you tind that you
are so scared you can't do any-
thing. As children, we need encour-
agenent .

"But | said to nyself, let nme stand
up and wite. Since then live been
witing and Iimvery happy about it.’
Anot her worren writer spoke of a
simlar experience, saying she used
to show her conrades her work, ’but
they used to discourage ne’, she
said, 'especiaily the nen’

"When we | ooked around, there

were no wormren witers and poets.

Then i found that other people were
using my works, and | said to nyself,
but this nmeans i amgood. it neans
this is right. They wouldn't use it if it
wasn’t. So i sat down and wrote
nore."

"i wite froma very enotiona

poi nt of view i saw sonething that
nmade ne very, very angry. i could

not eat, i could not sleep, i could not
do anything. So i sat down and

wote a poem

Anot her speaker told how she

used to deliver her poetry at various
forums such as funerals and neet-

i ngs.

"But every tine i would tear them

up afterwards, or they would just
hang around at honme and in the

end they are gone. Because there

was nowhere we could give themin

for printing. I"msure lots of people
have poens," she said.

HOVE FOR WRI TERS

An established woman witer said
now t hat since Cosaw was forned,
witers had found a home where

they could | earn, establish contact
and get direction.

"For a long time, you would nake

an effort on your own to get your

wor ks published. Sometines it |ands
In the wong hands, in the hands of
the people who are not interested in
devel opi ng you as a witer. They

want to publish your work but after-
wards you don’t know what hap-

pened to the royalties. You don't
know what is actually happening
around you, as a witer.

"You never get a list of other wit-
ers or witers organisations. You don't
benefit at all

"Now here we are as nenbers of

Cosaw. |'msure we are now goi ng



to get our wheels rolling, to see our
wor ks performed and published with
the right people, at the right places,
at the right tine, and we will be
growi ng as a whole nation of witers.
"And we will be growing within our or-
gani sations. and within the very
conmunities we live. The speaker
earlier said she has been witing but
not knowi ng what to do with her

works. | think fromnow onwards you
can feel safe that you can deal with
the peopl e.

The chai rperson said witers and
poets and those who wanted to

wite should join Cosaw as soon as
possi bl e and deliver their poens

and work on your scripts and that
Cosaw woul d hel p them
COSAW PUBLI CATI ONS

In response to a question about
Cosaw s publications, a Cosaw offi -
cial said the Transvaal region would
produce a journal once every three
nonths, sinmilar to the one distributed
at the conference.

This would be a forumto publish

wor ks of both budding witers and
established witers. it would include
short stories. poens and conment.

He said a | ot of people were talking
about what culture is. Sone said cul -
ture is traditions. while others said this
was not the case. The publication
woul d al so cover such debates. He

poi nted out that witers could send
their works to the Cosaw address.

Anot her Cosaw nenber urged

witers from Sowet o who want ed

encour agenent and contact with

ot her cultural workers in Soweto to
attend the Soweto cultural forum
which met fortnightly.

COLLECTI VE WRI TI NG

A question was asked about what

could be done in the case of witers
who wanted to express the views

and aspirations of the oppressed

but unwittingly expressed ruling class
or govenment views. Asked to give

an exanple, G bson Kenteis Sekun-
Jal o was quot ed.

A menber of the audi ence said

this problemcoul d be overcone
through the principle of collectivlsm
M st akes were made, he said, not
because people intended to articu-
late ruling Cass views, but because
they sat alone with their pens and
not ebooks, in isolation fromthe peo-
pl e.

He sai d workshops needed to be

run in the conmunities where witers
and poets coul d workshop their

wor ks coll ectively with other com
rades.

"It is only when a work has been

wor kshopped, and ot her peopl e

have had a hand in shaping it, that it
can represent the actual aspirations
of the people in our |and.



"If people wite things alone. there
is a 99,9 %chance of falling into the
trap of articulating a position differ-

ent to what was intended. i think we
need to learn to share our work with
peopl e.

He sai d Cosaw had been esta-

bli shed in various regions and had
branches in many areas. He sug-
gested the organi sati on consi der
establ i shing study groups to discuss
various works so that people could
learn of the witings of other com
rades inside and outside the coun-
try.

"It is only when we are in structures
of organisations that we will be in a
position to do things collectively.
And it is only then that our aspirations
can be properly articulated,’ he

sai d.

VWRI TI NG WELL

Anot her speaker agreed, but

added: 'We have a probl em of

thi nking that just because we are

bl ack and we are tal king about the
aspirations of the oppressed or wit-
ing collectively, we don't have to
wite well. We also have to | nprove
our witing. The fact that we put
Amand/a’s in our witing is not good
enough. We have to work towards
maki ng our witing good, so we can

be proud of that witing.

"lI's our approach in witing not be-
comi ng narrower and narrower,’



asked anot her speaker.

" Suppose | want to get Into the

m nd of an 18 year old who has

forced by the systemto cone Into

the townshlp and serve SADF and

want to portray himln witing. Am|
not going to be rejected, Iike G bson
Kente, for |nstance.

"Shoul d I Just condem hi m w t hout

| ooking Into his background, into
what caused himto be there In the
township, to find hinmself within SADF
VWhat makes sone people within the
SADF, within its highest ranks, change
after some time? Suddenly they dis-
cover sonething and they align
thensel ves with the nasses.

"Are we not narrow ng our ap-

proach? Are we not narrow ng our
range of literature?

He al so urged that the papers
delivered at the conference be
conpil ed and distributed so that
peopl e could refer to them
Respondi ng to the point about

the SADF sol dier, a speaker said: '"If
a person wites, he can wite about
what |s happening. But in every wit-
ing there is a thene. That is the im

portant thing,” he said. "Is it reflecting
the aspirations of the people or of
the eneny?’

" The problenms that we have in our
soci ety need to be highlighted so
that people should I earn fromthose
things. But the thene, after highlight-
I ng those problens, should give us
direction as to where do we go from
there’

Enphasi sing the i nmportance of or-
gani si ng wonen, a worker told the
audi ence about how wonen had

brought food to their husbands oc-
cupying a factory during a sit-in
strike.

It the wonen had done nore

than just supply food, like protesting
of putting nore pressure on nan-
agenment, the workers could have

won their strike. he said adding that
this showed that wonen needed to

be organi sed so that they could

back up their nmen in the factories
and in day to day struggl es.

Sonme of the conrades have

been sayi ng that women oppress
thensel ves, there are very fewgirls,
they are too shy and they don’t

want to do anything about that,’

sai d a speaker, rounding off the ses-
si on.

"l Just want to add that its actually
very difficult even to come up and
speak In a forumlike this, because
everything agitates agai nst wonen.
break out of that and cone forward
Isn’t very easy.

saying, his wonman this, and his wom
an that. Maybe It’s tine we realise
that wonmen are their own wonen

and that they stand next to the men.



"Wth regard to witing. It has been
said it Is also very difficult for wonen
because of a tradition in witing
whi ch I nvolves mainly mal es. Wen

a wonan presents her work and

asks, what do you think about this
witing, they say, well It’'s nice, and
that’s about all, because maybe it
doesn’t have enough political con-
tent or theory or sone such thing.

"I think we In Cosaw can organi se
wor kshops where only wonen

cone and read their work and dis-
cuss it. This is not in order to exclude
men, but rather so’that wonen can
cone together and be nore sup-
portive of one another, and to build
up their contidence there. Then they
wi || maybe have nore confidence

to go out and deliver their poetry
and stand up for what they ve wit-
ten.

POETRY FROM THE

SPEAKERS

Rosel i ne Naopo

Madam

renmenber when | was young

and happy

Remenber when | used to

perform

your choruses in tine

Renmenmber while | used to run

your errands fast

Today I'mold

limno good

Today |’ mwal king on three | egs
limno good

Madam

where did ny sweat go

Madam

did you ever consider

that today | need you

as you needed ne

in the sixteen years

| worked for you

Newspapers. television, radio are al
seen to be on the side of nen. To
' The conrades have al so been

Ni se Mal ange

How I wish | was born

In a society

where colour only applies in art

where | will be free
from oppression
where | will be free

from aparthei d

Bui t enel o Mof okeng

Li berate ny sou

so that | can understand
Way | must bel ong

Li berate nmy sou

From t he shackl es

O bondage

Li berate ny sou

From t he shackl es

O sexual oppression

Li berate my mnd

Li berate nmy heart

Li berate nmy sou

Li berate me so that

| can speak your |anguage



Li berate me

So that | can speak

your | anguage

t he | anguage of

Wrk for an

Education for all

Work for al

Li berate ne

So that | don't fear

To give birth to this baby -
Nkul ul eko

Li berate nmy sou

Li berate my mnd

Li berate the whole ne

So that | can speak

your | anguage

there is no nore tinme

Move!

Cl osing the session, Amanda

Kwadi recited a short poem dedi -
cated to Federation of South Afri-
can Woren | eader, Lilian Ngoyi, in-
spired by her words as she |lay on
her death bed.

I MaNgoyi si dest epped

the forces of injustice

mark ny step ny children,

mark ny step.



Li berating

| ear ni ng

Apartheid has led to mllions of South Africans being un-
able to read or wite. G oups such as the English Literacy
Project (ELP), Use, Speak and Wite English (Uswe) and
the wonen’ s nmagazi ne, Speak, are tackling this prob-
l em

They argue that literacy goes beyond just learning to
read and wite, and see it as crucial to the |liberation
struggle in South Africa.

USVE

Shel | ey Tracey

Shell ey works for Uswe. She

wites materials, particularly nu-
meracy materials, which help

peopl e to cope with everyday

noney and finances. Anot her

bi g concern of hers is healthcare

and people’s rights around

heal t h.

She has done a ot of work In

second | anguage | earni ng. She

feels that the denial of educa-

tion In this country Is crimnal, and
that literacy Is an absolute ne-
cessity. Before joining Uswe, she
taught Zulu at the Johannesburg

Col | ege of Education for tour

years.

[l start this paper off with sonme gen-
eral statements and then |I’I1 devel op
themin nore detail

The title of this session of the con-
ference is Wnen and Literacy. It

coul d al so have been Wnen and

Power. Literacy in its true sense

nmeans power. Liberation without lit-
eracy i s imnpossible.

Let me make it clear fromthe be-
ginning that at Uswe and ELP, we

see literacy as nore than reading

and witing. It's also nore than a kind
of compensatory education that

makes up for what adults |ost out on

by not going to school. It's part of
the adult education novenent, and

at its best, it’'s people’ s education

|’ m going to develop this view of
l[iteracy as a tool for enpowernent.

["1l look at who our |earners are and
how t hey see literacy, and the read-

i ng needs of these |earners.

WHO ARE OUR LEARNERS?

Broadl y speaki ng, we can say

that they are black adults between

the ages of i7 and 70, who either

had no schooling, or failed to com
plete their schooling.

Some of themcan read and wite

in their nother tongue. others can't.
Sone of themgo to venacular liter-

acy cl asses and some cone to

English cl asses.

Roughly half of these learners are
worren. At Uswe we have a greater

per cent age of wonen workers be-

cause we deal nostty with donestic

wor ker s.

WHAT DO THESE LEARNERS

HAVE | N COMMON?

Many illiterate people are shy



and enbarrassed by what they see

as their stupidity. Whnmen |l earners, in
particul ar. |ack seif-confidence and
tend to condem thensel ves. They
think they m ght even be too stupid
to learn anything. They blane them
selves for their lack of education

50 literacy has to do with two

things: skills and confidence. Mbnica
wi Il devel op the aspect of confi-
dence in her paper. But | want to
stress that collective action and I|ib-
eration are | npossible w thout confi-
dence.

Until |earners understand why they
are illiterate, they will continue to
bl ame themsel ves, and won't | ook

for solutions to their problens.

Uswe and ELP are progressive iit-
eracy organi sations that together
reach about 700 people. There are

al so state-sponsored literacy

schenes which cater for nany

nore people. But they can’t cope

with the problem as a whole.

These st at e-sponsored schenes

don’t |l ook at the question of confi-
dence, because a littte of this kind of



| ear ni ng m ght be dangerous.

It is estimated that there are about

9 mllionilliterate adults In SA. The rea-
sons for this huge number are too
conplex to go into now. But it has to
do with the question of power.
I[lliterate people suffer froma |ack
of political and econom c power.
Apartheid and unequal expenditure

on education have caused illitera-

cy. They have al so caused a need

for literacy.

Conditions in the homel ands force
people to come to the towns. And

when they conme to town they fee

over whel ned because they are illit-
erate and they can't cope w thout
literacy skills.

They go into demeani ng Jobs, like
donestic work, because their |ack

of literacy keeps them from goi ng

i nto anyt hing nore chall engi ng.

What this means for those who want

to wite for literacy learners |Is that
there is a huge public to cater for.
There is also a need to provide

the information that is being kept
fromilliterate people. The range of
ages of |earners neans that they

have a variety of tastes. But gener-
ally, there is a desire anong | earners
for informati on about the |law, trade
uni ons, politics, health, history and
geogr aphy.

it is difficult to say whether all |ear-
ners have a strong desire to read
fiction. This real mhasn't been ex-

pl ored yet. Some |learners reject fic-
tion as belng untrue, and therefore
not essential to their lives. But this
nmay be because they don’'t really

have a concept of fiction. They also
don’t realise that reading can be for
pl easure.

There is a need, too, for witing on
worren’ s i ssues. Here's an exanple

of what can be done.

This is a wonmen’s kit, witten by the
I nternational Council for Adult Edu-
cation. it consists of booklets in sim
pl e English about these areas: wom
en’'s days, child care, health, house
wor k, finding paid work, working

condi tions, violence in the hone

and wonmen wor ki ng toget her

In SA we need to make wonen’s

kits like this that are appropriate for
our situation, in sinple English that our
i eamers can under st and.

it nmust be pointed out that, in gen-
eral, state-run literacy progranmes
ignore adult’s need for informative
reading material. They use materials
for children in order to teach adults.
The materials they wite for adults
are patronising and reinforce stere-
ot ypes.

|’ madding a bit of parody to this,

but there is quite a lot of this kind of
mat eri al

'See Sam and Betty. Samis a



man. Betty is a worman. Samis hap-
py. He is happy because Betty is a
good wife."

"Betty is cooking. Samis watching.
Betty is a good cook. Samis

pl eased to see Betty cooking.’

In literacy organi sations such as
Uswe and ELPI we feel that any liter-
acy course needs to incorporate
useful and Informative readi ng na-
terial, through which | earners can
gain information and learn to read,
wite and cope with living in town.
WHAT MAKES PEOPLE

COME TO LI TERACY

CLASSES?

Sone | earners come to class be-

cause their lack of literacy skills
makes them feel at a di sadvant age

in their Jobs, or they need literacy to
cope with their daily lives.

As one learner in the Cape said:
"Atrain is standing in front of you, but
you do not know where it is going,
because you cannot read. You

have to ask people. and they say,
can’t you see, it’s witten up there."
A lack of literacy skills creates de-
pendency in people and nakes
them | ack sel f-confidence.

Peopl e al so conme to literacy

cl asses to |l earn nunmber skills, for ex-
anpl e because they get cheated

when they go shopping. Wnen, in
particular, need literacy skills for
coping with their children s educa-
tion, for taking themto clinics and
hospi t al s.

50 all of our |earners have a pur-
pose in comng to class which goes
beyond the abstract need to | earn

to read and wite. And once they
have been learning for a while. they
tind otherjobs for literacy to do.

i have a tape here of a |earner

who wote a letter to the Wekly

Mai | | ast year, conplaining about

her working conditions.

Her name is Patricia Taupudi and

she has been an Uswe | earner for
about a year and half. She originally
cane to class because she felt she
needed help with her English. She
wote this letter to the Wekly Mi
after she and her fell ow workers got
fired for Joining the Transport and
General Workers’ Union. The case

was followed up and she received
support fromthe union and fromthe
SACC and so on.

"The only work i could do was that

of a cleaner. i am 36 years old, di-
vorced, with two teenage children.
support my children and ny nother.

| tried desperately to get a better
payi ng job, but was unsuccessful.
realised that my biggest problem

was not being able to read, wite
and speak English.

"l arranged that ny col |l eagues

and i should attend an English class.



We started an English class and
asked a voluntary person to teach
us. When we started, | nade a

prom se to |l earn the subject to the
best of nmy ability and to wite to
newspapers to tell you about our
wor ki ng condi ti ons.

"We are ten wonmen working at a
residential which |ets out furnished
roons. Qur ages range fromd40 to

53, and sone of us have been

wor ki ng there for 15 years.

"We all get R110 per nonth, al-
though we have famlies to support.
We have to scrub and polish the din-
ing room Kkitchen, roons and toilets,
on our hands and knees.

"Qur hours are frombarn to 8pm
Monday to Sunday, with two hours

off for lunch. Qur living quarters are
tiny roons which we share, with ce-
ment floors, no w ndows and out at
the back. The toilets have been
broken for three years, and there is
no electricity.

"We do not have overalls. W do

not get pay slips. W do the washing
by hand. There is no nedical aid,
pensi on schenme, maternity benefits,
or bonus.

"We do get three weeks | eave.

We al ways have to work on public
hol i days and during stayaways.

There are no staff neetings for us.
The whites’ attitude towards is bad.
No matter how hard one would try,
they just refuse to listen to us.
iVil, in the nmeantine we joined

the SA Domestic Wbrkers Associ a-
tion. SADW is in the process of in-
vestigating this matter. | found your
newspaper very interesting. | nust
adnmit that your English is quite difficult
for me. ilearned hard and studied to
Em



Ni se Mal ange makes a point during the discussion session. Panelists, fromleft to right:
Dawn Nort on,

Shel |l ey Tracey, Carola Steinberg, Mnica Miguni, Moetsi Goba and Sham m Meer
be able to wite this letter.

"i want your readers to know our
problenms. Wthout English | would

never have been able to wite this
letter to show our problens. This |et-
ter has taken me a long tine to

wite.’

if we | ook at the needs of |earners
like Patricia. It is clear that we need
to expand the traditional definition of
literacy as reading and witing.

WHAT DOES | T MEAN TO BE

LI TERATE?

There is an official definition of iit-
eracy: you are literate once you

have conpl eted four years of

school i ng.

But this isn’t a very reliable defini-
ti on because so nany peopl e who

have been to school for |onger than
this are what we call functionally illit-
erate.

Thi s means you can’'t use your

reading and witing skilis to help you
function in everyday life. For exam
pie, if you are functionally illiterate,
you can’t do things like filling In fornms,
followi ng directions, witing nmessag-
es. counting your change, and inter-
preting the information that we get in

t he nedi a.

One of the biggest problens In

SA is that so nmuch information is with-
held fromus. it's hard to control your
l[ife if the things you need to know in
order to do so are kept from you.

if we see iiteracy as the ability to
control the witten and spoken word,
then very few people are literate
Literacy is nore than readi ng and
witing. it means seif-confidence, the
ability to think critically, to question
the system and the desire to work

with others for change

Literacy is for power. So we need

to provide iearners with iiteracy for
power, iiteracy and the kind of litera-
ture that has information in it, that can
draw on the |ives and experiences

of people, and that increases their
confi dence.

VWHERE CAN WE GET THI S

KI ND OF READI NG

MATERI AL?

Literacy organi sations are trying,

In sone way, to answer this need.

But they can’t do this on their own.
They are small and pressurised.

We found that one of the best

ways of providing reading materia

for learners is to get learners to wite
it thensel ves.

At Uswe we run witing workshops
fromtime to time to provide our iear-
ners with reading. We bring about

two or three | eam ng groups togeth-

er, and we stinmulate discussion on a
nunber of topics. Then we help iear-



ners to wite about the topics that

t heyi ve chosen.

Learners who can wite on their

own, either in their own | anguage or

in English, do so. And those who

can't wite dictate their stories in Eng-
[ish or in the venacul ar. Leamers can
wite as individuals or in groups.

After the workshops the stories are
edited, but never rewitten. The styie
of the original is kept as much as
possi bl e. Then the witers read their
stories to check If the editor Interpret-
ed themcorrectiy. Finally, the stories
are put into a booklet and made

avail able to all |eaners.

Experienced witers can al so help
provide reading nmaterial for iiteracy

i earners. They could introduce fiction
to learners. They could al so be very
useful in the field of rewiting. They
could rewite health panphlets,

news stories, legal information, |ove
stories and so on.

We found that rewiting and sinpli-
fying materials Is not easy. It involves
simplifying the content and the styie

so that the Iine of argunent is stil
clear. The styie nust still be adult and
the tone nustn't be patronising. This is
L ..__Uu__ x4




actually quite difficult to do.

Here are a few observations

we’ ve made about the style of wit-
ing for literacy |earners:

@) Sentences shoul d be kept quite
short, perhaps Just one clause. And
they can begin with connecting

words |ike but and 50.

b The vocabul ary shoul d be kept

quite sinple. The overall structure of
the text should be very clear. using
guestions and sub- headi ngs.

CC) Many literacy |learners are al so not
aware of the purpose of things |like
headi ngs, punctuation, contents

pages and even page nunbers.

50 these shoul d be included, but

kept as clear and functional as pos-
sible. There is also a need for artists
to draw authentic pictures to go with
literacy texts. Good pictures can

make a text easier to read, be-

cause they can help learners to

guess at the nmeaning of words they
don’t under st and.

a Another effective way of witing

for literacy | earners seens to be by
nmeans of using the case study.

Learn and Teach mmgazi ne uses

case studies for sone of its stories. it
focuses on one person or a smal

group of people, tal ks about their_
particul ar situation, then It broadens
out to link that to the situation as a
whol e.

These case studies seemto be
effecti ve because | earners can
Identify with the person or group of
peopl e and can then relate to the
situation. The book, 'Tula Baba', was
witten for literacy learners, and it ac-
tually consists of four case studies of
donestic workers who have prob-

| ens because of their children

So we need to encourage |ear-

ners to wite their own case studies
and their own personal histories. This
can show them that their experience
has validity. it also helps themto
record I nportant Information that

m ght ot herw se be | ost.

WHAT OTHER KI NDS OF

VWRI TI NG ARE SUl TABLE

FOR LEARNERS?

There is a great need for stories

that don’t reinforce stereotypes.
People tend to read the things that
are avail abl e and seem easy

enough, |ike photostories and nag-
azlnes like 'Bona' and 'ihandi’

This kind of literature entrenches

the acceptance of wormen as su-
perficial, powerless and materialis-
tic, or the objects of tenptation and
corruption.

In summary, what nakes a text

readabl e for |earners?

it could be a story that Interests
people, that relates to their lives.
And sonething that is not too serious.

Wth all this Information. this input, it’'s



i nportant to have sone hunmour, to
reduce the chances of boredom
Learners need witing that asks

t hem questions and nmakes them

think. The | ayout nmust be quite clear
The print should be fairly |arge, espe-
cially for those ol der |earners who
have problems with their eyesight.
And the text nust be clearly set out,
with not too many lines on the sane
page.

The bi ggest problemthat faces us

as witers for literacy learners is to
get learners to read for pleasure

and to read on their own.

What Cosaw could do is to help

transl ate, provide information and
wite easy-to-read panphlets on

heal th, [abour |aws and so on

Per haps they could even wite an
easy-to-read history of witing in SA
Materials could be sinplified and re-
witten as case studies.

What we need, for our learners, is

l ess of this: 'Betty was happy, be-
cause Sam was a good husband.

Samis clever. Betty can trust Sam,
and nore of this: "Betty is strong now
because she is | earning. Now she

can take control of her own life. She
can trust herself.’

Moni ca Mhgun

Moni ca provi des support for

| earners at Uswe, hel ping them

with any | earning problens. If

they have ot her social or per-

sonal problens that Uswe can't

deal with, she refers themto oth-

er organi sations, particularly

Sadwu, which Uswe works with

cl osel y.

Bef ore | oi ni ng Uswe, Monica

wor ked for the SA Council of

Churches and (or Sached. She

has al so done work with the De-

tai nees Support Committee on

t he East Rand.

Thi s paper |s based on observations
made at Uswe literacy classes. it is
based on true experiences of the

| earners, as a result of which i was
notivated to cone and share this In-
formation with all the people at this
conf erence.

The aimof the paper is to highlight
why vernacular literacy is seen as
one of the nost inportant forns of
l[iteracy in our country.

There are a few things that really
interest me and that i see as very im
ponant

These are:

G?) confidence,

(9 trust,

(#3 the question of nother tongue lit-
eracy, and

(FD meani ngful materials (tuition) for
not her tongue literacy students.

Once these things are avail abl e,

nmeani ngf ul | earni ng can take pl ace.
Learners can be confident to start



straight away with | earning a second
| anguage.

CONFI DENCE

Confidence is the npbst inportant
factor in a literacy class. Wthout it,
no | earning can take place. The
confidence that | amspecifically re-
ferring to here, is the confidence of
a bl ack person in South Africa, and
in particular, the confidence of
wormen.

Because of the conditions in this
country and the tradition in our sick
soci ety that women shoul d not re-
ceive education, the mgjority of

bl ack peopl e are not educat ed.

And how can peopl e have confi -

dence without education?

The belief that black wonen

have no place in the working world
has al so contributed to wonen | ack-
ing in confidence. Wnen were

only seen as people that should

grow up, get married and have as

many children as their husbands

wi shed, with no opposition to that.
Even decisions that affected their
lives were nmade by their dear hus-
bands. They had no confidence to
chal | enge their husbands and j ust
accepted what they said as given.

In one case, learner X told her C ass
how her nother died of cervica

cancer because her father woul d

not |let her have a hysterectony -



Dancers at International Literacy Day neeting |ast year

because of the belief that a woman
wi thout a wonb is not a wonan.

The governnent introduced litera-

cy classes all over the country. But

still learners find these classes not
buil ding their confidence. After at-
tendi ng these classes they still feel in-

adequate and unable to face life

al one. and they therefore | ose con-
fidence In education.

in sone of these classes they

were made to give wong answers

in front of men and that completely
destroyed their confidence. They

were even expected to give an-

swers in English, a | anguage they
coul d not speak.

HOW CAN THEI R

CONFI DENCE BE

RESTORED?

My answer to this question is:

(9 Addressing issues that affect them
as wonen, instead of giving | essons

i ke "Manmm, Baba, nana’

(9 Making the | earning environnent

as natural as possible. This can hap-
pen i f peopl e understand the | an-
guage of instruction.

TRUST BUI LDI NG

We still have very traditional peo-
ple in our classes who are still a bit
suspi ci ous about educated people.

They still have the belief that educat-
ed peopl e despise their way of do-

i ng things.

It is the duty of the literacy teacher
to wipe out this kind of mentality. Be-
cause no neani ngful | earning can

ever take place once people think
this way.

Trust should first be built before
anything can actually start. Topics
like history are inportant to discuss.
Point out to themthat by trying to
abol i sh apartheid, we are trying to
establish a new place where both

bl ack and white can |ive together
English is as inportant as |earning
ver nacul ar. But when a teacher is
teachi ng English, just saying one

word in vernacul ar or showing wlling-
ness to learn the | earner’s | anguage
will really erase the feeling of suspi-
ci on.

It is difficult to teach English literacy
to a |l earner who has never learnt to

read her nother tongue. In nost insti-
tutions. |anguage teachi ng does not
happen In a natural way and usage
islimted to formal situations which of -
ten do not reflect the practical |an-
guage-usi ng situation. Such situations

do not encourage trust-building.
Sonetimes we need to have dis-

cussions or witing workshops in our
classes. This can only be fruitful if dis-
cussions are conducted in vernacue

| ar. Peopl e cannot argue, persu-

ade. notivate, or even speak or

wite confidently in a second | an-



guage. The presence of a teacher
can even nmaeke nmatters worse.

Al'lowi ng themto have di scussions

or wite in the nother tongue and
then translate will nake them have
trust In you. And because they wll
also be interested in the teacher
hearing what is happening, they wll
force themsel ves to say sonething
in a second | anguage.

The kind of talk that occurs in
many literacy Classes |Is nerely a re-
sponse to the teacher’s questions.



ELP | earner of Literacy Day cel ebrations
And This will never build TrusT, 0 very
necessary Tool for meaningful |earn-
ing To Toke pl ace.

MOTHER TONGUE AS

MEDI UM OF

| NSTRUCTI ON

IT|ls easier for o | earner To under-
sTond cerToi n concest when ToughT

in moTher Tongue, which is The hoTurd
process of Thinking and expressing
onesel f .

An odul T, unlike 0 child, already

has fully devel oped | deas and con-
cest in his noTher Tongue and

I

I

nerely needs The nmeans of com

muni coTi hg Them or recogni si ng

Them when They are wi TTeh. To

Teach foreign concest To O I|eorher
who has never |eorhT onyThi hg in her
noTher Tongue woul d odd O furTher
conpl i coTi Gh To The | earning pro-
cess.

Once she has | eorhT To read and

wiTe in her own | anguage, she can

go on To | earn dhoTher, since |earn-
ing To read in The noTher Tongue con
make The possibili Ty of |earning on-
oTher | onguoge nuch eosier

MATERI ALS

Qur counTry | ooks The rel evonT ver-
nocul or |iTerocy noTeriols To provide
for our liTerocy |learners. This resul Ts
The use of English moTeriols for The
di ssem noTi on of inporTonT i nforma-

Ti on.

Tronsl oTion for This kind of work be-
cones necessary, buT This Takes 0 | oT
of Time. Qur |earners connoT absorb
wor dy newspapers. As O resul T. The

i Terocy Teocher spends Tine sel ecT-

i hg infordei on ThoT They see as ne-
cessary for Their |learners. Again This
consunmes a | oT of Time. Qur Teachers
ol so range from donmesTi ¢ workers

To docTors, people who do noT

have The sonme poTenTi ol in handling
noTeri ol s.

I nsufficienT resoures noke |i Terocy,
nore especially in The noTher

Tongue, o di TTicul T Tosk To i npl enent
As long as we have This, |iTerocy wll
be a difficul T problem To address in
our counTry.

ELP

| nfroducfion by

chai r per son,

fromELP.

The session '5

Carol a Steinberg,

ELP is seT up as a service To unions.
Al The | earning groups ThoT we run
are organi sed Through FAWJ dnd

TOA. The cl asses are run CT The
focTory or oT The workpl aces, and
dependi ng on The focTory, There are
some groups of men only while ol h-

er groups are m xed, nen and

wormen.

in



We sTorTed off ELP five years ago,
very much wi Th 0 focus on Teachi ng
English, Over The years we’'ve

noved owoy from Tth, mm O focus

on Teaching information and conTenT
and basic odul T educoTion. English is
used for ThoT, buT The focus is no

| onger ThoT much on Teachi ng Engli sh
and |i Terdcy.

Over The years we’'ve of Ten said if
woul d be nice To Tal k obouT wom

en's issues in our cldsses. BuT in focT iT
hos never happened. Becouse i T

was nore inmporTonT for us To sorT ouT
The oonTehT, whoT were The poli Tico
and soci al issues ThoT needed To be
di scussed in The cl asses, and how
could we marry English Teaching and

i nf or noTi on.



So we spent the last year talking a
| ot about Labour Bills and retrench-
ments and al so, what is capitalism
what is socialism- those kinds of
guesti ons.

80 when the request from Cosaw

came up to do something for this
conference, we thought, here is fi-
nally an opportunity to start discuss-
ing wonen’s |ssues, to start discuss-
I ng Wonen and Learning In our
classes. it was |like an outside stinulus
that woul d nove us Into action.

And we Invited the wonen from

our | earning groups to cone and
participate In a workshop to talk
about their own learning, to talk
about their position as wonmen and
what their |earning neans to them
Qur Idea was to produce a play with
our | earners.

As you see there are no | earners
here. So what Dawn will do now, is to
tal k about the process of workshops
that we did run, what wonen said,
and how t hi ngs ended. And then
Mpoetsl will talk about the | essons
we learnt fromthat.

The paper was wor kshopped by

Farm Fare Learners, Tsela Makue,
Karen Deetl efs, Mooetsl CGoba, Ca-
rola Steinberg, Liesa Jossel, Busi M-
vuso and Dawn Nort on.

Dawn Norton

Dawn |Is a materials witer for ELP

| ocussl ng mainly on numeracy.

She works In literacy because,

she says, literacy has a | ot of po-
tential tor enpowernent. ELP

works with trade uni ons which she

| eel s are one of the strongest
forces (or liberation In this coun-
try. She worked In the wonmen's
noverent of Nusas before she

| ol ned ELP.

Today, ELP planned for our woren

| earners to present to this confer-
ence a play about their experienc-
es as woren |earning to becone lit-
erate.

We thought that a first hand ac-
count of wonmen’s experience in

| earning to read and wite would
make a val uabl e contribution to the
conf er ence.

ELP hel d workshops with a group

of about 15 woren from Form Fare
Chicken factory in Wnberg. At

t hese wor kshops, we di scussed

power relations in society. And we
expl ored gender, race and cl ass is-
sues and how these factors affect-
ed women and literacy, wonen

and | ear ni ng.

Attendance at the workshops
fluctuated, generally decreasing.

But we were still optomstic that we
could pull off a play. That was not to
be. At our Itnal "workshop’, when the
| earners were to transformtal ki ng
Into perfornmance, the ELP staff out-



nunbered the learners. It’'s a tota
di saster, we thought.

But none the less, we decided to
present a paper on what we have

| earnt fromthese wonen | earners

and share this with you.

The overall theme of the talk con-
cerns the factors which inhibit and
encourage wonen in the literacy

| earning situation.

Wthin this framework we have in-

cl uded:

O the process ELP staff and |earners
went through to explore the thene

of women and literacy;

0 an analysis of the content of the
wor kshops: and

0 sone suggestions for witers who
want to wite for a sem-literate audi-
ence.

The first part of the first workshop
dealt with wonen's attitudes to
thensel ves and to men. As an ice-
breaker we di scussed whether, it we
had a choice, we would choose to

be nmen or wonen?

Two thirds of the women chose to

be wonen They saw t hensel ves as
strong and conpetent and respon-
sible, particularly in the role of noth-
er and hone naker.

A third of the wonen said no, ac-
tually, they' d rather be men. They
said that nmen care only for them

sel ves, keep their pay packet to
thensel ves and drink at the she-
been.

Al t hough wonen saw t heir do-

mestic conpetence as positive,

they later saw it as a negative factor
inhibiting their learning. Later the |ear-
ners agreed that although wonen

work nore than men and shoul der

nore responsibility, generally in this
soci ety. nmen had nore power.

The next step in the workshop was

to look, firstly, at the general factors,
positive and negative, which affect
literacy |l earning, and secondly.

com ng out of this discussion, to iso-
|ate the factors which affect women
specifically.

We categorised these factors

into three main groups:

0 Political and Economic factors

| Organisational and Personal fac-
tors and

0 Gender factors

POLI TI CAL AND

ECONOM C FACTORS

Sonme of the statenents that the
wonen nade were:

0 The government and manage-

ment are not interested in education
for adults like us;

0 The governnment does not build
enough school s for black schoo
chi | dren:

0 The government oppresses

bl acks because they need us to do
the dirtyj obs:



Ol worry in class because we have
no noney.

So the | earners put blane (and
rightly so) on the government’s de-
i berate strategy of underprovision
of education for black adults and
chi l dren.

ORGANI SATI ONAL AND

PERSONAL FACTORS

Those nentioned were:

0 a problemof getting time off from
work to attend cl asses:

0 transport problens in getting

hone after class;

O irregular classes and irregul ar at-
t endance;

O nockery by other workers for at-
tending literacy cl asses;

0 disrespect fromtheir school-going
children because they were illiter-
ate.

The wonen | earners agreed that

all these factors affected both men
and worren. However, they argued

that attending classes was nore dif-
ficult for a woman than a nan.
GENDER FACTORS

The wonen spoke about three

mai n points:

0 having too much work to do at

home _ too nuch cooking, cleaning
and | ooking after children. whlch did
not allowthemtinme to attend cl ass-
es:

Lh %



(CO husbands who conpl ai ned when
supper was |ate, or Jeal ous hus-
bands who didn’'t want their wives to
attend ilterocy classes if they them
selves were ililterote or who thought
that their w ves were seeing other
men | nstead of attending class;

(CD Fol l'ing pregnant and | ooki ng otter
smal | children.

We | ooked at these probl ens
specifically affecting wonen. and

di scussed ways of dealing with

them It wasn’t sufficient for us just to
hi ghl i ght these problens. W had to
nm 0 way of coping with them and
deoling with themtoo.

And it was these very probl enms

and possi ble solutions that we wont-
ed to develop into dronp. Because
the focus of this Cosow session was,
otter oil, on women and literacy.
Most of the. solutions presented by
the wonen invol ved them taki ng

nore responsibility and worKking
harder. They spoke about doi ng

nore housework on the weekends

and cooki ng the day before. Not

once did any |eorner suggest that
their husbands hel p around the
house, or cook or |ook after sick chil-
dren.

Despite these problens, the

worren | eorners’ notivation to |learn
was very strong

The wonen all agreed with one

| eorner who sold: "in the post a
women got married and she had

few worries because her husband

| ooked after her and her children
But today, things are different. To-
day worren have to | ook after their
children and otter their husbands.
And in order to do that, wonen

need 0 good job to make noney,

and therefore, wonen need O

good education."

As we’'ve already said, we never

did get to the final port of our work-
shop schedul e of devel oping O

pl ay around woren and literacy.
We're going to outline some of the
reasons for the drop In nunbers In

t hese wor kshops.

W feel that these reasons, which

we present rather tentatively, are
worth noting by witers who may w sh
to work with semeliterote groups of
people in the future

At this point | would Iike to hand
over to nmy coll eague Mooets

CGobo, who is going to go into those
reasons and onol yse them

Mpoet si  Gobo

Mpoetsi works for ELP and is a
founder nenber of the project.

Today she is the rock of the or-

gani sation. She works there be-
cause she feels literacy is very

i mportant, and is al so con-

cerned to do consci ousness

rai sing work around political and



soci al Issues. She is part of the
worren’ s group in her church

and has a dreamof formng a

worren’ s group with ELP | earners.

As Down hos ol reody pointed out,
[imgoing to start off from our experi -
ences.

Firstly, the topic did not really inter-
est the wonen | earners. The sorts of
t hi ngs wonen tal ked about in rel o-
tion to their learning had nore to do
with [iving in South Africa, then about
bei ng wonen per se.

Yes, they did speak about do-

mestic burdens and difficult hus-
bonds, but npbst of their attention
was on the | ock of schools and

probl ens at the work place Both of
these factors apply to both nen

and worren | earning to become lit-
erot e.

The obvi ous point here is that the
subj ect must interest the portioi ponts/
audi ence. One cannot presune in-
terest, this needs to be assessed.
Perhaps O better entry point into
gender issues woul d hove been to

| ook at nore tangible, inmrediate is-
sues such as contraception, child
core, skin lightening creonms ond vi o-
| ence ogoi st wonen.

Qur starting point was too gener-

oi

in order to address the specificity
of Wonmen and Literacy, we had to
take the learners through 0 | ong pro-
cess; we hod to try to develop a
sensitivity oround gender.

Learners were for nore con-
scientised oround issues of race

and cl ass then around gender. That

is not to soy that wonen did not rec-
ogni se the foot that they worked
harder and were rewarded | ess

thon nen, but this was 0 given.

The problemof nen’s | ock of
participation in housekeepi ng and
child core went unchal l enged. The
point to note here is to start where
peopl e ore oti Another problem

was that ELP expected too nuch

time and comitment fromthese

women | earners. in our enthusiasm

we underestimated how many ot he



er commitnments the wonmen had.
Learners also did not want to ap-
pear negative about the workshops
and woul d prom se to cone and

then not arrive.

Finally, ELP realised that wonmen’s

| ssues are tangential to literacy

cl asses. People come to literacy

cl asses for functlonal, coping skills
and general and political informa-
tion. Certainly, wonmen' s issues may
come into that but it wont ever be a
focus.

Perhaps a nore appropriate

pl ace to di scuss women’ s issues are

i n wonen’s organi sation, where

worren can make public and pollti-

cal their ’personal’ oppression

HOW CAN COSAW HELP

DEVELOP A GENDER

CONSCl OQUSNESS AND

PROMOTE LI TERACY?

Firstly, we need easy English ma-
terial and very |nportantly, vernacu-
lar material on Issues which directly
af fect wonen, for exanple: contra-
ception, child care and viol ence

agai nst wonmen. issues |like these are
useful building blocks to develop a
consci ousness around gender

Secondly, we need materia

whi ch shows men playing a positive
role in the home. Thirdly, we need

| ots nore readers around politica
events In South Africa. Learners want
nore information on the struggle.

in summarising, ELP would like to
i il fiii 2t i i
ogr. mutJdnlwi.’ . idi.1;r;l _urs:v _ .. Wnp nutants
recomrend that witers Interested In
witing for a sem -literate audi ence
neet in a regular forumwith literacy
wor kers and | earners to devel op
readers and material s.

This woul d be of benefit to literacy
learners and witers. Witers could as-
sess people’s interests and | evel of
understandi ng of different issues. Im
portantly, they could develop wit-
ing skills which demand cl ose atten-
tion to the use of appropriate

| anguage. Learners could share ex-
peri ences and | earn new know -

edge.

SPEAK

Sham m Meer

Shaml m1s a founder nenber

of the wonen’s nagazi ne,

Speak, where she is a lull-tine

staff nenmber. Speak is ained at

worren wor kers, wonen living In

South Africa’s black townships,

worren worklng In the factories,
shops, offices and hones.

It was started as a forumfor

women to share their experienc-

es, Inspire each other, and ex-

pl ore ways of dealing with wom

en’s |Issues and organi sing

woen. Before she worked at

Speak, Sham m was a soci al



wor ker al! Phoeni x, and organ"

| sed wonen there around com
munity and rent |ssues.

She was al so a nenber of

worren’ s organi sations In Dur-

ban. She |Is now based | n Johan-
nesburg, and |Is active In a Fords-
burg wonmen’s group which is

allillaled to Fedtraw.
VHY A MAGAZI NE FOR
WOVEN?

| want to begin by |ooking at why we
decided to start a magazi ne for
worren. Speak was started by a

group of wonmen who were wor ki ng

in communities around Durban in
1982.

Those of us who started Speak

were at the time active in working
wi th wormen and the community in
general around Issues like rents. W
believed that it was inportant that
worren were active in the struggles
of their conmunities. But we be-

i eved al so that wormen need to

take up their speclfic problens as
wonen.

W believed, as we still do, that
worren in SA are oppressed in three
ways:

b worren are oppressed and ex-
ploited as a class, that is, as workers.
a wonen are explolted and op-
pressed as a race, in this country, as
part of black people.

0o wonen are oppressed and ex-

pl oited for being wonen, as a sex

or gender.

We al so believed that wonen

need to be organi sed and to hght
these three forms of oppression

and that we can’t have liberation in
this country if we do not address
WOEN' S Oppressi on as woren,
specifically.

W bel i eved that wormen need

to becone involved in the broader
struggle. At the sane tine, it is not just
worren in greater nunbers that mnust
be Involved In struggle, but rather
worren taking up their particul ar op-
pression and exploitation

it was this belief that nade us feel
that we needed to have a publica-
tion through which wonen coul d

rai se these forns of oppression,
could raise their experiences, could
tal k about ways In which they could
deal with them and could hopefully
organi se to eradi cate these forns

of oppression and exploitation

We hoped a nmgazine for wom

W



Traditional dancing at Literacy Day cel ebrations
en could be a forumin which to raise
some of the issues that affect wom
en and in which wonmen coul d share
their experiences of |ife and organl -
sation with other womren.

Qur publication was to be differ-

ent from magazi nes like Fair Lady

and Thandi. Speak would be | ocat -

ed within the broader struggle in this
country, and would raise issues of
concern to wonen in the context of
this broader struggle.

We believed that publications

were an inportant nedium

We bel i eved that reading and

witing are inportant ways of trans-
mtting information and know edge.
Readi ng enables us to | earn about
events and experiences in other
countries and on other continents.
The printed word, we all know, is
very inportant, For us who can read
and wite, it has opened up new ar-
eas of life. Wive been able to
conmuni cate wi th peopl e interna-
tionally, across continents, across
countries. If we are able to read, we
are able to know what Is going on in
our own country, In different parts of
our country.

People on the left, in organisations
that were taking up struggles, began
to cone out with publications in the
| ate seventies. A nunber of publica-
tions cane out that all attenpted to
address conmunity struggl es and
struggles nationally. They were at-
tenmpting to |link up what was goi ng

on in different parts of the country, as
wel |l as to raise debate and discus-
sion around conmmunity organi sa-

tion, around organising in factories,
and around broader political organ-

i sationi

There seened to be a gap in

terns of wonen's struggles. Al these
publications, fromtinme to tine,
woul d mention wonen. But some-

times a whol e year went by where
worren were hardly menti oned

i n Durban, where Speak was

founded, there was a comunity
newspaper called Ukusai Their an-
swer was to have a woneni s page

The feeling anmong some of us was

that this was not enough

We needed to have a publica-

tion that could consistently raise
worren’ s i ssues, allow ng wonen to
tal k out to other wormen about their
experi ences, about their lives, and
about ways of tackling these things
and changi ng them

W felt that not only were these
publ i cations not raising wonmen’'s
concerns sufficiently, but also that
not many women were readi ng

these publications. Now we didn't
have facts and figures and con-

crete informati on about this. But we :



felt, fromour own experience and
know edge, fromtal king to people

in the comunities where we were
wor ki ng, that wonen were not read-

i ng these publications

There were many reasons for this.
Wmen, it seens, don’t have a
culture of reading. W are ham

pered by housework, by childcare

and by our jobs outside the hone.

We have very little tinme to read
Wmen don’t even read the dai-

|y papers Can you imagine the im

age of a woman sitting with her feet
up readi ng the evening paper? This

i sjust not sonething that one can im
agine. It mght be sonething that

m ght appear in a cartoon, to make

a point. But inreality, it is always the
i mge of the nman who does this,



whil e the woman is al ways busy

around t he house.

VWhat we wanted to do was to try

and break this. W wanted to en-
courage wonen to read. And we

felt that a publication aimed specifi-
cally at wonen m ght be able to do
this.

We al so wanted this to be a par-
ticular kind of publication, not like Fair
Lady or the other publications from
the conventional nedia that are

aimed at wonen.

We wanted this publication to re-

|ate to the national denocratic
struggle, to the workers’ struggle in
factories, and to be formally | ocat-
ed within the political struggles that
are being taken up In this country.

As | said, we were aimng at work-

ing class wonen. And we wanted to
stinmulate a culture of reading

anmong wonmen. But we al so want ed

to stimulate a culture of witing. Be-
cause we believed that if women

were able to wite about their own
experiences, to share themwth oth-
er wonen, this would be a start in
nmaki ng nore visible the everyday

pai n that wonmen go through

It would al so hopefully be a start in
worren being able to discuss these
things with each other and then to
nove on to act around these things.

W al so knew, and this has cone

up in the other speakers’ tal ks here,
that wonen | acked the skills and the
confidence to do this. W wanted

to expl ode the nyths about writing
and readi ng. W wanted to nmake

peopl e see, and wonen in particu-

lar, that they could do It.

W saw the need for women to

organi se thenselves to free them
selves fromall their oppression. W
saw that a publication could help in
sonme way towards doing this. Al-
though, | might add that a publica-
tion can never take the part of ac-
tive organising, it is just a means or a
vehicl e of putting across ideas.

And we were conscious of the

fact that we had to address the situ-
ation that existed - that npst wonen
probably could not read and wite

or had very basic literacy skills.

We attenpted to take these fac-

tors into account - that a lot of wom
en would be barely literate, so

woul d have very basic readi ng and
witing skills. And secondly, the fact
that | have already mentioned, that
worren don’t have tine to sit and

read.

And we’'ve attenpted to incor-

porate these things in the way we

put out our publications For exanple,
when we wite in English, we attenpt
to make our |anguage |evel as sim

pl e as possible, so that people with
basic literacy skills will be able to un-



derstand what we are trying to put
acr oss.

We also felt that, being a Natal -
based publication, we needed to

come out in the vernacular. This
nmeant conming out in Zulu. So each
time we come out with one publica-
tion in English and one publication in
Zul u.

W also try, in the way we | ay out
our pages, and in the length of the
articles, to take the factors of wone
en’s lived experience Into account.
For exanple, we have short artie
cies. W dont have articles that are
| onger four or five pages. Because
we believe we would not be able to
get woren to sit down for that
length of tine to read a particular are
ticle.

Also, in ternms of the issues we re-
port about and the way in which we
wite them we attenpt as far as
possi bl e to keep wonmen’ s own

words. W do this through interview
i ng worren, through getting women

to wite about their experiences or to
tell us about their experiences.

Anot her chal | enge we are con-
fronting is how to raise new ideas
about women’s lives, without on the
one hand, going too far ahead for
people to relate to what we are

sayi ng, but on the other hand, not

| aggi ng too far behind of where
Wonen are.

We find that wonen are angry

about their experiences of all three
forns of oppression, as a class, as a
race and as a sex. Wnen have
confronted many nmany probl ens.

For exanple, we need to raise and
tal k about the issue of women being
beat en by their husbands, sorme-
thing very real that happens.

But we find that we have to raise
these i deas about the new woman,

the new South Africa, the way in

whi ch wonmen shoul d be treated

and seen, and the way in which

worren shoul d experience them

selves in such a way that we can ac-
tually reach the wonen we are tal k-
ing about. W don't want to be seen
to be noving too far ahead, but nor
do we want to be | aggi ng behind.

The whol e busi ness of wonens
struggl es has been sonet hi ng that
organi sati ons have taken up in this
country. There have been many 3
neeti ngs and di scussi ons about the
way in which wonmen’s issues should
be taken up.

And we feel that it is inportant for
us, as a publication, to keep in touch
with these discussions and so on,
and to be part of these, so that we
are witing up wonen’s issues in a
way that is linked to wonen’s rea
experi ence.

HAVE VVE MANAGED TO DO



THESE THI NGS?

Now | 'd Iike to go into what our ex-
peri ences have been. How suc-

cessful have we been in attenpting

to take up these issues in the printed
medi a? How successful have we

been in reaching women as a target
audi ence?

It has not been easy, for the rea-
sons al ready mentioned. It has not
been easy to reach wonen; The

fact that wonmen are oppressed as
women in the honme is a factor that
mlitates against reachi ng wonen as
readers, as witers, and even as
buyers of publications.

Speak has existed since 1982. W
started of f by produci ng 200 Speaks
in English and 200 in Zulu. in 1988 we
put out 6000 in English and 1000 in
Zulu. At the present time we have ofe
fices in Durban and Johannesburg.

Qur distribution is nainly In the Trans-
vaal and Natal .

We sell nmainly through organi sa-
tions, union offices, organised facto-
ries and sales at neetings and ral -
lies. Speak is popular. Many people
want to read it. This means we could
have nmore offices and sell even

nore publications than we do now.

But we tnd that It is not easy to get
worren to buy Speak. At neetings

and rallies it is men who buy Speak
There are usually few wonen at

these meetings anyway. But even

those who are there very rarely buy
publications. Perhaps this is because
men tend to have some noney

spare for thensel ves and wonen

donl t.

It is not only lack of noney, but the
fact that wonmen perform a double

L . %




shift - at the workpl ace where they
earn a wage, and at hone - which
keeps them from having tinme to

read.

This |Is a problemwe have to con-
front and deal with.

We don’t have a problemlIn sell-

ing our publication to nen. In fact,
what has happened over the years

Is that we’ ve been able to Incorpo-
rate men’'s views. And we see this as
useful, we see this as healthy. Be-
cause we want there to be discus-
sion between nmen and wonen

about the problems In wonmen’' s

lives Its not wonmen’s problem

al one.

Men contribute to the problemin
some way, and nen can al so assi st

In the liberation of wormen In sone
way. So we feel that having nmen as
readers and nen as contributors to
our publication |Is sonething we do
not have a problemwith.

But we would like to reach nore
worren. And we would like to try

and deal with these problens that
mlitate agai nst wonen as buyers,

on the one hand, and wonen as
witers on the other. And In this area
we' ve had a problemas well.

It has not been easy to get wom

en to wite for Speak. W have al -
ways appealed to wonmen to wite

in with stories, experiences of life or
of organising, but have had little re-
sponse. 80 Instead we interview indi-
vi dual women or woneni s groups

and through Interviews we get wom
eni s experiences In their own words,
and these we wite up as articles, for
exanpl e, a group of wonen’s ex-
periences In a strike.

We attenpt to wite up the articles
in Speak using the very words that
the wonmen have spoken. Because

the wonmen whose experiences we

are relating do not feel that they
thensel ves can sit down and wite
about them we have to act, in a
sense, as the Internediary between
the wonen and the article comng

out in Speak.

The problens of triple oppression
and the double shift, the fact that
worren have to do the job that they
have out there in the factory or

what ever as well as the Job in the
hone, clearly affect wonents ability
to read and to wite.

This prevents or stifles wonen
frombeing out there In the world, in
organi sations, at meetings and in

A literacy learner celebrates Literacy Day
taking up the issues that are affect-
ing their very life. W feel that these
i ssues need to be tal ked about.
Peopl e in organisations like this
one also need to find ways of dis-
cussing, of dealing with, and doing
sonet hi ng about these problens.



Its not enough that we just cone to-
get her once 0 year, tal k about

these issues, raise themas prob-

| ens, then | eave them and do not h-
ing about them It is sonething that
we need to take into our lives and
make O part of our struggle.

We believe that these |Issues

need to be addressed by wonen

and by all progressive organisations
so that wonenls lives nay change

Anot her factor that clearly affects
worren’ s ability to participate as
readers and witers of Speak is the
very high level of illiteracy, Even
when wonen want to learn to read

and wite, it is not so that they can
read a publication. Wnen who

cannot read and wite and who fee
notivated to learn are notivated

by basic needs like ming in O form to
under st and what's happening at the
clinic when they take their child
there, or being able to read a sign
on a bus or train.

VWhat we are trying to do i s some-
thing far beyond this. W are want-
ing people to read so they can

shore their experiences, so that they
can | earn about what's happening in
ot her ports of the country, in other
parts of the world. And this is sone-
thing that’s not even on the agenda
of learners at this point In tinme. But it is
sonet hing which we feel should be

and must be stinul ated.

It seenms we need as many or-

gani sations as possible to work in this
area, so that nore and nore peo-

ple in this country can becone liter-
ate. This is a very serious problem
that we need to address.

The ot her problemthat we have

had to contend with has been ha-
rassment fromthe state. As a publi -
cation operating in these tinmes we
are obviously affected by the

state’'s attenpts to C anp down on
nmedi a and progressive organi sa-

tions in general. And like all other
publications, this has been some-
thing we have had to confront and
deal with in as creative 0 way as
possi bl e.

Bei ng specifically Natal-based.

we' ve al so had to confront the diffi-
culties of getting our publication Into
Nat al s t ownshi ps, because of prob-
lems with | nkatha

Peopl e who cone to neetings

are not too happy to take publica-
tions like this one back into the town-
ship because of the probl ens that
they will confront once they get

hone. But we’ve been attenpting



Cosatu’s Frank Meintiies: "Progressive organi sations should do nore to encourage literacy
wor k. W

cannot wait until after |iberation
to find ways of dealing with these.
Finally, we have the probl em of
rai sing the new, of attenpting to
rai se new i deas about wonen’s
rol e, about women’s place, and
about how wonen can relate In a
| i berated way, as people, as
equal s, and not as chattels, as interl-
ors and subordi nates as we are

now.

Worren nust begin to throw of f

the shackl es that keep us down. W
nust speak out agai nst oppression

and exploitation in every sphere of
our lives. There nust be education
and di scussion about vital issues
concer ni ng wonmen. W need to un-
derstand our situation and to act to
change it so that wonen and al

people in our country may be free
fromthe exploitation and oppres-
sion we experience |In SA today.

Dl SCUSSI ON

M LLI ONS | LLI TERATE

Responding to a question, an ELP
speaker said that according to the
1980 government census, about 8
mllion people in SA are illiterate. Half
of these are wonen, and the racia
break down Is as foll ows:

0 Wite - 3%

0 Indian - 13%

O Col oured - 20% and

0 Black - over 50%

RELATI ONSH P W TH

WOMEN ' S

ORGANI SATI ONS

There shoul d be a relationship be-
tween political wonen’s organisa-
tions and literacy groups because

t he subordination of wonen is |inked
to national oppression and cl ass ex-
ploitation, said a nenber of the au-
di ence.

Speakers fromthe literacy groups

agr eed.

"But organisationally this has not
happened yet) said an ELP repre-
sentative. 'It would be very good if
there started to be formal and struc-
tural co-operation between wom

ens’s organi sations and literacy or-
gani sations.’

Resonding to a question on litera-

cy work in the rural areas, an Uswe
speaker sai d her organisation had
worked mainly In the urban areas,

but that groups had been set up In
Wnterveld and in the northern Trans-
vaal

LI TERACY AND FI CTI ON

Very little fiction is used In literacy
progranmes, said a speaker, be

cause learners were 'at the |eve
where they are struggling and want -
ing to know real things, authentic

t hi ngs".

"To start with hction is a bit too



chal | engi ngf she said, but conced-

ed that consideration should be giv-
en to using nore fiction

Anot her |iteracy worker agreed:
"People are tired of ieam ng about
how to fill out forms and want nore
material that relates to their every-
day life", she said.

A menmber of the audience said
fiction should not be seen In classica
European ternms. 'Rather take fact

and surround It with the probl ens of
everyday life.” He urged literacy or-
gani sations to consi der comm ssi on-
ing witers to do work for them
PARENTS AND CHI LDREN

Speakers were asked to clarify

the issue of illiterate wonmen being
di scouraged fromattending litera-

cy cl asses because of nockery
fromtheir coll eagues and disre-
spect fromtheir children

"It’s not that children dl srespect
their parents,’ said one speaker

"but your children start seeing them
sel ves as know ng nore than you,
their nother, especially because
they learn things at school which you
as a parent have never learnt.’

The problemalso lies with adults
nocki ng, |aughi ng and di scour ag-



I ng each other, said another speak-
er.

"l respect a nother who al so

| earns fromher child, and the child
con also learn sonething fromthe
not her’ . she sol d.

Commenting on the porent-chlld

rel ati onship, a trade unionist In the
audi ence sold youth and students

had tried to encourage their parents
to participate In Porent-Teocher-

St udent Associ ations (PTSA). These
and other forums where parents,
teachers and students exchanged

Vi ews were never restricted to por-
ents who were literate, he added.
"My nmother has hardly passed
stdnddrd four. She is a donestic

i worker. | amvery proud of her and
respect her,’ he sold. "because
there are 0 lot of things I learnt from

her which i could not get in the Bantu
education cl ossroom’

TH E FREE STATE

A menber of the audience from

the Free State sold there was a

need for iiterdcy programes and

ot her resources in the region

it was al so necessary to organi se
white wonen 'to be progressive’

and to begin to lay the toundotions
for white and bl ock wormen to have
nore contact and to work together

A speaker from Uswe sold literd-

cy orgonisotions had linmted re
sources. but would train people from
the area to teach literacy there.
Shomi m from Speak sold the

magazine had limted distribution in
the Free State and would like to im
prove this.

CONSCI ENTI SI NG ROLE

Speaki ng about the conscientis-

ing role of literacy work, O Cosotu
otticiol sold trade unions and ot her
denocrati c organi sati ons had not

paid sufficient attention to this.
"One of the first things |iberoted
countries |ike Cuba and Mozom

bi que did after liberotion was to

| ounch ndsslve literacy conpoigns.
Hundr eds and hundreds of people

went out Into the rural areas, and
trained others - ordinary people like
ourselves - to start literocy groups",
he sai d.

"For us in the unions, not know ng
how to read or wite interferes with
or goni sotion.’

therocy is inportant for workers in
many ways, for exanple for workers
to be able to read panphlets and

for shopstewords to take notes at
neetings and report back to work-
ers. Unions hod encouraged this, he
sol d.

"l think we as progressive organi-
sations should do for nore wi thin our
ranks to encourage |literocy work.

We cannot wait until otter liberotion.’
A speaker fromELP felt the litera-



cy novenent in SA would 'only

really gain momentum otter |ibero-
tion’. She pointed to the dismal pic-
ture of illiterocy in the country today.
Only one percent of illiterate people
ore involved in literacy pro-
grammes. O those, 70 percent are

i n government projects and only 30
percent in progressive literdcy pro-
jects such as ELP, Uswe and Learn
and Teoch.

A menber of the audience said it

was wel | known that the oportheid
government was to blome tor the

high level of illiterdcyt He sold it was
time for the cultural desks of noss
denocratic organi sations to help
those who were doing |iterooy work.
TEACHI NG LI TERACY

Asked about iiterdcy projects be-
ing run in factories, ELP sold these
hod been run with Cosotu unions, Af-
ter union bronch executives had
recomended the appropriate
foctories, Cdsses had been set up in
these factories together with shop
st ewar ds.

The issue of whether foctory-

based or community-bdsed |iterooy
groups were the nost vidble was on
ongoi ng debate

"W deci ded uni on groups, be-

couse literocy work is very slow
wor k, not fast ond spectoculori W
also felt it was inportant that the
confidence and the skills people
goin through literocy be used in or-
gdni sot i on.

"So we felt it was inmportont to

book up unions, because unions ore
one place in this country where there
is strong denocratic orgonisotion,
sold on ELP speaker.

Foct ory- bosed groups were al so
useful because |eorners didn’t have
to arrange extro transport and could
attend cl asses before or otter their
shifts.

Anot her advant age was that oi

the workers in o foctory-bosed
groups had common probl ens.

These coul d beconme a ' di scussion

and organi sing focus that feeds Into
uni on wor k".

"I'n community groups people are
often dispersed and it takes a while
to get into comon probl emt hink-
ing,  said the speaker

A di sadvantage of literacy work

in factories Is the availability of
teachers. Shopstewords had been
approached, but were often too

busy wi th uni on work.

BLACK AND VWHI TE

Asked about the racial conposi -

tion of teachers in the literacy pro-
jects, 0 speaker sold all the groups
hod both bl ock and white teachers.

A menmber of the audi ence then

asked whet her probl ens experi -

enced were not due to inadequate



under st andi ng and communi cati on

bet ween white teachers and bl ock

| edrners.

i From nmy experience in nmarket
research, when it cones to commu-

ni cation, bl ocks communi cote

better with fell ow bl ocks and whites
comuni cate better with other

whi t es because of their cultural un-
derstandi ng." she said.

"W know what you are talking

about and understdnd it very well,’
said O literocy worker. W' ve been
trying very hord to get block teoch-
ers but at the nonent very few
people will do voluntary work for
nothing’, sold O literacy worker.
Wil e rdci ol divisions exist and
'nmost peopl e understand better

those of their own race group’, said
one speaker, ’'there is sonething
happening in this country within the
denocrati c novenent.’

"Her e peopl e do under st and

each other in 0 sense that extends
beyond racial differences. It would
be very sod if we are saying and
accepting that this is not happening
in ony way and that it’'s only after |ib-
erotion that we will be able to under-
stond each other as South Africans in
this country.”

VWi te people should leomon Atrie

con |l onguoge, sold on ELP speok-
er.’It is not sufficient that bl ock peo-
pl e ore devel oping their English



NUM s Buyisile Jonas: "IT is The educator’'s duTy To
reach The audi ence."

| anguage skills. His The responsibiiTy
of whi Tes To learn on African |on-
guogef

A menber of The audi ence soid

i Terocy classes are differenT from
BonTu educoTi on ond ThoT pupils
shoul d consci enTi se ond Teach The
Teacher. "This is why TT is inmporTonT
ThoT |i Terocy cl asses are linked To or-
gani soTi on,’ he said.

A Trode uni on educoTion officer

poi nTed ouT ThoT H was | nmpor TonT for
educoTors To make Themnsel ves un-

der sTood.

“I'n our semnars you find nmm nore
Then four Africon |anguages are
spoken.

"As on educoTor, His ny obliga-

Tion To reach Those workers. iT is nore
The duTy of The educoTor Than The

one who is being eduooTed To

reach The audi ence.

"limone of Those few uneducoT-

ed educoTionolisTs. And | Think | Tm
successful in educoTing oThers be-
cause | reloTe To Themin The ion-
guoge ThoT They undersTond besT."

POLI TICS OF COLOUR

ConmenTi ng on The use of racia

Ter m nol ogy, a poet and Cosow

menber said: 'We are a people in

The process of o noTi on being born.
We are noT goi ng back, we are

mar chi ng forward.

"In These sessions colour poliTics
Took rooT and people were |abelled

05 bl ocks and so on. | wonT To soy
ThoT |’ ve ouTgrown col our poliTics."
He said sone quesTi ons had

creoTed The negoTive inpression

ThoT speakers were being accused.

He urged porTiciponTs To have dis-
cussions wi Th The speakers on possi -
bl e nmeThods ThoT could be inTro-
duced To ensure effecTive work and
rei oTi onshi ps wi Th progressive sTruce
Tur es.

The exisTing liTerocy groups could
noT be expecTed To cover The

whol e of SouTh Africa, he said, W
have our progressive organi soTi ons

Wi Th Their educoTi on Ond nedi c:

conmi TTees. I T's high Time ThoT we
added To ol reody exisTing ii Terocy
groups’

A speaker soid iiTerocy orgoniso-
Tions could offer supporT To Those
who wonTed To seT up Their own ii Ter-
ocy projeCTs, including Training, iiTer-
ocy noTeriols and ideas.

"i T would be good if we sTorTed
wor ki ng TogeTher nore,’: she said.

Cl osing The session, AchnoT Don-

gor said The problemof a | ock of re-
sources occured noT only in iiTerocy
groups, buT in oil The iniTioiives To help
The process of fundomenToi Change

in SouTh Africa.

ELP, Uswe and Learn and Teach



had done 0 i oT To Try To sTinul oTe This
process, he sold. The chall enge To
denocr oTi ¢ orgoni soTions wos ' To

go beyond The rheToric of demand-

i ng services and occounTobiliTy To
bei ng abl e To give direcTion’

"ITis Time ThoT we, as Cosow, Os

por T of The denocroTi c novemnenT,

reoch ouT To service orgoni soTi ons

and say To Them we undersTond

whoT you are doi ng, we undersTond

The problens you hove, This is our
feeling, This is The way we believe
you can inTerocT wi Th us.

"As a wi Ters orgoni soTion we are
inTeresTed in spreading |iTerocy, be-
cause we al so wonT To spread ii Tero-
Ture. And wi ThouT ii Terocy There is no
wri TTen ii Teroi ure.



Poens delivered

CT The

conf erence ,

Sobel oni Ni yobi zwo

Dedi caied to the conference

Si phi we Ngwenya

Buong Bosodi

Khul unoni  Mokhosi kozi ,

Worren Speak,

Sobel oni Ni yobi zwo

Nonsi i ndi do yonzil o,

Eyobonwo ngunf o kof hl of shwoyo,
Nongo unfo koMouli enenmeza ethi;
"Ngi zwo i ngono, ngi zwo i sikhal o
Mokhosi kozi, Sobel oni N yobi zwo
Bophi ooMaNgoyi ?

Bophi ooMoMkenge?

Benuke nonful o wegozi !

Benuke nonful o wobondl ul ul o!

Ni yobi zwo eMzonsi Africa

Buong Bosod

Khul umoni  Mokhosi koz

Worren Speak
Sobel oni N yobi zwo
Bopht

QoMoNcube, OoMbJoseph, OoMdSi sul u,
GoMoMondel ¢, CoMoMeer, ooMbMbThopeng,
QoMoMkhi ze, CoMaTl al i, OoMoKhuzwoyo

Ngi ngebogede

Scbel oni N yobi zwo

Anondl o enu ophel el ophi, no?

Lopho nonifhi: "Strydom you have tanpered with
the wonen - you have struck a rock - W fhinfo
obof ozi, wot hi nfo unbokodo

Mokhosi kozi, Sobel oni Ni yobi zwo.

St anza Bopope

Pul e Seal anyane

Kc mof opho ohl e ho senyehile

Bof ho bo bot sana nopcfl el ong b0 hl ol et swe
Baf ho b0 shwo | oubo kO loto

Mol eko o ke sefj hobeng

Bcno b0 nyonel ong not sohong o nol oo

Bono b0 nyonel o, bong b0 hl ohe b0 se b0
shwel e

Ho ef sahol ong no? ke pofso.

Kc hopol o noro Bopope ko hlollwo

Kc hopol o noro Nokedi |e Mfokeng kO Tsofo
No nore Bopope o nkilwe ke eng?

0 nkiwe ke nfjc e se lesopo

Ee! E sehl oho enc ful o, e senong bokguTl o
E sehl oho eno, e senong nnefe Tobe

Bono b0 nyanel a ho se nohlol o

Ho ef sohol ong no, ke pofso’ ?

Kc e leng lefsotsi e Ho hlahela nnefe
Motho o Tl o nofho so Kai ne bibel eng

Mof ho o bof swo o kae stanza

Leshono le TIC be | e bobo

Nne’'re e | e nmonepe | e nonofsh

Bobol oi be He bc: seno’ rswe

Kgotso l1le nnete di Ho be di sebefso

Mel oo yo bofofu e hl oko’ rswe

Mof ho o botswo potso yo hore:

"O ent seng nabophel o b0 hoo"

" Robol o kc khof so noro Bopope

Modi a hoo re Ho dulo re a Ilelo.

Ukubuyo KwoBohol

Benkul ul eko ezweni | okubo

Tham Sibis

Eli ko Vuyisile Mni, ihubo

Urhl obo ungowabosebenzi nokugcwol ¢ kwowo
i zwe nobokhi |l eyo kul o.



Ngokubo bone bowusekel o phezu kwonodwo-

| odwol o,

bowom so nomobhul oho phezu kwemi f ul akozi .
Ngubani oyokufinyelelo kwi South Afrika
ekhul ul eki | eyo;

Nguboni oyokuphil o ezweni | okufhul o

nenf okozo no?

Yi |l owo ozondl o zokhe zi phef he

i Choner yeNkul ul eko ngokul esi ,

neChorfer yoboSebenzi ngokwesi nye,
onenhl i zi yo yedel okuf o

ongophendul el i unphef unmul o wokhe enongen
nosenol i ni, nongofungi ngenkohli so.
Uyowukwonukel o i si busi so seSi f wol cndwe,
nokul ungo kubohol i benkul ul eko yokhe.

Yil esi esiyisizukul wone sonpgabone;



%

wono osinga i nkul ul eko enpbzweni ;
ongobonfwonc bokoBhonbot ho,

uyongi zwo yi ni Mjoshi ? Sel a!

Phokom sani bosebenzi, phokom soni izondl o
zenu

ni nc: zinsiko zoncebo wokul eli, phokononi,
ukuze obohol i benkul ul eko bobuye,
bophune enoj el e.

Bongobobani | obaholi benkul ul eko no?
Bophef huxol o ol uLi ndi we kwesi koMbbuzo Nom
zono

wokukhul ul o i si zwe.

Amoghowe nonoghowekazi okul wo.
Ungi | al el e wengoshi no? Sel al

Bohl onyo nfj o Boksburg

Pul e Seal anyane

Tsohong nol of o bono bo- Afri ko

Bane b0 Modi bo- c- nof sho

Bcno b0 fotshe Io kgotso noil ongwat hel o
Kgobong nof shwofo | e | ebelle ha 9 kgiba
E kgibo kO 1o pele leo' ro nobewono

Koj eno ho qodile o notjho noferefere
Boksburg buru le a honpo lere "d ad nie"
" Bonfoe by sy plek, boos by syne"

Ho godil e nonyonpefl o o apartheid

No buru I e Ho hl apohel wo neng no?

NO buru le TIC Theo kgofso neng

Tebong bo pelo yo lona ho Tl efse Tshabo
Le yo Thofhonel o le Tshwerwe ke nolo

Le se | e nohono kc: nmenwona yo nooto

Ke eng eko bof ohwo bo bongo’'ro

Kopo ke bono bohl onyo-nfjo b0 bol el wong
Kaj eno neTse e senngwo ke Andris

Kere Andrisi kopo Yugini a bol el wong
Mokgo wa bono wo bono wc di nokwone o senyo
noha

Pmno 0 o Tshobo ho kgol enel o re Tsebe.
Tsebo hore 1qu so hoo se a Thello

Se flofsi’rswe kc nofuro a nokedi nol eko
0 re Tellefse ho | ekone fefol o nmoi kuflo
Hosone 0 se |lele nmefsosfso

W) quelo o iTse:

" Hojo kc nonel o, kO sebedi so noi kufl o"
Noko e fedile yo bohl onyo-nfjo | e bokooko
Ke noko yo poel ono yo sebel e

E seng noferefere one we pele |l e noroo
Soyco ke e0 9 Ho e tonne nohlo

Tl oho Tseleng bo’rjho bO ripitlo

Ho Ef sohol ong?

Pul e Seal anyane

Ke eng hoo ke ho uflwong hoo?

Ho ekong ke bono boko bo bol owong

Bo bol oel wang bosowono | e nonof e.

Ke Theol etso bcno b0 Afri ko bohle

bohl e b0 nmophel o a bone 0 Ho nkuwo

A nkel wo bosowono ke bofl ofl opi |e di-keno-
nor ung

Bo suflileng neyo yo rono kO noko telele
Bo hone ho honefswo Ie ho el ef swo.

Koj eno botswodi 1e mefswolle b0 hl onome.
Bo hopof se bong kO bono

Bo hopof se bol wonedi b0 Tokol oho
fotsheng leno 1o bo-nkgono

Ra no r0 buo kc kgo'rso yo polo

Ra buo kO foko yo nyof swo

onle re lokel o ho eTso jwong?

onng kO nol eko o kokof ong nmonyoko?

Koj eno mmuso o | ekonfswe, wo kol wo.

Ho setseng ke hore nnefe e hlohele.

Ke t heol ef se nonyone - Tefo Ml obeng



Ke hopol e | sroele wo Mdkhoso
Ke ropedi se Nkedi wo Mono

Ke re |l e bohole b0 Tunphol e
OGo nol eko ha 0 no etsohol o
Boo ke bohl onyo | e bokokal ope
Re Tlo Iwono wo hl ooho nol onu.
Re phol ose a | one ntphel o

Le bong boo I e nong | oe bono.
Ho | e dikelo Ile hlomlo pelo
Ke pino yo bono bo Afriko
Bono b0 nkgopo’ rso not hofo

Ho bO bone letsatsi le dikelo
Bo hopol o nonma a bone

Ho le dikelo I e hlomol o pelo
Ho bO bino bc jele leTing

Bo | ebefse Tso notshehore

Tsa hore heel o bono

MpO ho eno sekol oTo

Ho le dikelo Ile hlomolo pelo
onl e ke noko yo noroko

Ho re gholano ie mefsow le

E nong le e nong o e yo hobo
Nno ke seno | ehoeso

No ke Ho robol o ho nung?

Ha |l e dikelo le hlonpl o pelo.



Ho hoko yo boroko e fihlo

MoTho peio e o kokobel o

O nohone nmoTshwnyeho ohl e

O nohone noTshehore o feTiieng

O feTil ehg ko boThoTo

NToTe ¢ duTse ie bono b0 hoe

A so i keTse nmonho nmoAfrika
MesebeTsi e se e hl okwa

Ere o i Thoupiie kO noko e hngwe

A iio boTlo nosebeTs

A Tecne | e nengoi o hekeng

Aukho Umsebehzi! Ho hono nosebeTsi! No work!
Ere bosiu a robeTse

A nohono hono |e hwahe

A hopol o hore hososo ke ieTsoTs

Are bonno hore hoko duio e ie bosiu feeio
, My son

When Anondl o was woi Ti hg

Li ngering wi Th The goTe

An ice-creom bicycle

wenT by across The sTreeT

Sone Children of his age

And some of Their elders

Buyi ng i ce-creom Tubes

For Their self and The younger broThers
Conmi ng The very sone way

WD5 Anondl o’ s foTher

NoTi cing his Child on The gaTe

W Th no ice creamin his possession
Hwas like being hiT

W Th O rock on The head

i BUT forTunoTely

- There was one rand in his pockeT



Ref | ecTi ons of on ol d worker

or
The Bol | ode of The power
over mny body

d adys Thonas, Cape Town

When | was 0 young man

power ful and sTrong

| had dreans:

I wonTed sof T pillows for ny head
and To hear ny children sing.

Those dreans never conme True

Today |’ m buT on enpTy shell

You reoped The horvesT of my | obour
you becone The power over ny body.
I’ve worked This eorTh

yeT i T offered me noThi ng.

My |ife porTner

passed on Through si ckness and hunger
ny children all osTroy.

Wy did | dig so deep?

| f ound noThi ng,

The hard work, The sweoT.

You reoped The horvesT of mny | obour
you becone The power over ny body.
Mon is born To work and Toil

buT I’'ve corrid your | oad

["ve Tilled The soil

My bl ock face is o concreTe nosk,
your buil dings reach The sky

your dreans fulfilled.

. you snile vicToriously.

Is Hfor This | behT ny book?

A day’ s work done

I reTurn To nmy shock.

You reoped The horvesT of mny | obour
you becone The power over ny body
Long ogo in ny youTh,

| wos heol Thy ond sTrong

The dreanms were There

buT now They’ re gone.

The hard work, The poin

you sTripped ne of my sTrengTh.

buT noT in vain:

The power remained in ny head.

You reoped The horvesT of mny | obour
you becone The power of ny body.

My children will reTurn.

nore powerful and sTronger.

They will [obour buT demand Their reword,
Their dreams wi /|l cone True

Their bodies fulfilled

They will becone new.

You reaped The horvesT of mny | obour
' you were The power over ny body.
Mondel o’ s bi r Thol oy

ThoughTs

G adys Thomas

The cold |ighT of o wi hTer down

i creeps inTo The cell

Qpening nmy eyes

ny birThdoy comes To nind
TwenTy-si x of sevenTy yeors spenT in jail
Ri voni o wos buT yesTer doy!

Soon The sun’s rays

will warmny isoloTion

buT I will noT weep

ny book will hoT bend

unTil all ny people walk free

The cold |'ighT of o winTer down
sends shivers down ny spine

buT I will noT feel cold



I om sTrong

noT ol d!

I will noT subm T To | oneliness;
inm heorT | hold you

you fill my arns

Africo, ny people, nmy children.
Africa, | wonT, |I'll own

your sTrong bl ack body.

" Soon iTwll be filled

wi Th freedon s seed.

For nmy beliefs I'min hell before deoTh,
buT | may noT di e,

[will noT die

when you, Africa is woiTing for ne!
I musT noT miss our mneeTing.

we will hold each oTher volionTly,
I will lead you

away from our oppressors,

The I ong sTorny rood

To |i beroTi on.

We shall wol k TogeTher

you and |,

To our | ong owoi Ted nmarri age

and freedon



Choose not to be ne

Ndal eni Radebe

Choose not to be ne

A cat in the sack

Not to see the happenings
Choose not to be ne

A greatest slave of apartheid
Drunk with poison of capitalism
Tied with chains of slavery
Choose not to be ne

The doors are cl osed

Wiites only - Net bl ankes

In the toilets all over
Choose not to be ne

I’ m prom sed fortune and gl ories
But not in practice

" m prom sed heaven and earth
But not given

| asked |I don’t get

If I take |’ m w ong

Jail is ny hone

Choose not to be ne.

M life was at dawn

I never knew happi ness

Tears were falling in ny face
| wished | could die

Day and ni ght was the same

My body the place of pain

| felt hopel ess and usel ess
My heart aches day and ni ght
Sonmeone cane |ike a dream
Waken ne from ny sleep

H s words were nedicine

Hi s touch was a renedy

One thing | knew

| hated a man

Man was my eneny

Man nmy victim

I thought I will never fall in |ove
But things went otherw se

I found nyself |oving
Utering words of |ove

It was as if |'mdream ng

I found soneone | oving

RH

Wped ny tears with | ove

W pi ng away the past

Bringi ng me new season.

Human heart

Ndal eni Radebe

Human heart, you are troubl esone

You troubled our kings as they ruled on their

t hr ones

You troubled our fathers as they hunted on their

| ands

You troubl ed our nothers when they corned their

fields

Oh human heart

You troubl ed us,

You are never satlfied
You cry all day

You only know evi

You don’t know good

on human heart

You troubl ed us

You know no justice
You know no truth

You want evrything

You want it al

Teach yoursel f w sdom
Teach yourself hunmanity



Oh human heart

We seek our father |and

Gonneng Kgos

Wy Lord

Hobaneng Morena

Ngoba Nkos

Set | hake Gonyane, OFS

Lehat sheng jeno re dirine nakgoba

Lehat sheng jeno re tshela ka thata

Lehat sheng jeno re atl holwa ka mmala ke ditlaela
CGonneng kgosi- why |ord

Lord, you' ve created us to be bl ack

W have accepted that w thout |ooking back
For we know know we are not |ess powerful
than white brother

The yoke of our shoul der is a great brother
Wiy Lord - Hobaneng norena



Modi no wo rono - Modi mo wo rono

0 re |l ohl eTseng no

W) bo hole | e Thuso yo rono

Re bi Tso bosiu |l e noTshehore ko Thopelo ho re
Thol e kor obo

Hoboneng Moreno - Way Lord

Lord, you have designed bl ock and whi Te To be
equa

BuT in This counTry

we are regarded as sl aves

Who hos To suffer under The nmercy of ny whi Te po
Oh Lord whoT | coll hone is o dingy cove

Wy Lord

Lord, I n This counTry we con’ T express pain
VWen we sTor T To genuinely expl oin

They | obel us TerrorisTs

And ThoT neons life senTences ond deoTh

Wiy Lord

Lord. in our beloved counTry we know no peace
Becouse i sizwe seThu sisezondl eni sezi rhol or hune
I ncukuThu ezi conco onpgozi, ngobo? ngobo!
Nkosi !

Why should we suffer |ike This, Lord?

Wy Lord?

Lord, you’' ve broughT The wonderful Holy Bible in
This world

To resisT Tyronny, prejudice, rocism killings
and To sow jusTice love Tronquili Ty and freedom
BuT The professional sinners oppress ond exploi T us
by i T

Wy Lord - How long musT we feel Their poin?
Wy Lord

Sizo fiko nini in The mliTonT ochon

Yo mhl obo wo gi Thi

Si zo fiko nini enkul ul ekweni

Ye nTsindiso yo | o nhl obo

Si buzo weno ndoli we 2qu

No mhl obo fuThi si yo lelo bobo

We connoT do onyThi ng wi ThouT your presence
bobo

Qur TrusT and hope is in you

As our Revol uTi onory God

Send your holy spiriT To save and |iberoTe us
Send our sociolisT, your rodicol son Jesus ChrlsT
Enonci poTe us from This | and of bondage

Oh Lord bless us all

Trol n of I|iberoTion

John Bodi be (14 years)

The Train of liberoTlon is comng

From where? | don’ T know

BuT | T's sneaking i Ts way To SouTh Afri co.

| T of f-1ooded people |ike

Jono KenyoTTo in Kenyo

Julius Nyerere in Tonzonio

KenneTh Koundo in Zombi o

Rober| Mugabe in Zi nbabwe

SereTse Khono in BoTswono

Sonoro Mochel in Mzanbi que.

IT corries people like

Som Nuj ono To Nomi bi o

Nel son Mondel o To SouTh Africa

The suffering people of SouTh Africa

Are inpoTienle wol Ting for This Troin

BuT The clique of oppressors

And Their puppeTs

Are proving day in day ouT for iTs del oy

BuT for ThemiT s Too | oTe

The Train is obouT To reach

| T"s desTi noTi on, SouTh Afri ca.

Top of Africo

John Bodi be



| see The Top of Africo

Africo of Kilinohjoro

| see The Tiger noving on Top of The nounToi n
Ch, Sol onon Mohl ongu, Ch, VincenT Tshobol ol o
LeT BoTho show difference To Mol on, STrydom ond
Ver woer d

LeT BoTho di snonTl e oporl hei d

LeT BoTho rel ease all pollTicol prisoners
LeT BoTho unbon The ANC

Bonni hg Cosos, shooTi ng us

W1l never sTop The sTruggle

W1l never solve our problens

We' || conTi hue To boycoTT renTs and school s
UnTil our demands are meT

UnTil we geT freedom

| STruggle, STruggle, oh STruggle

How many people died in The sTruggle

How rmony children died in The sTruggle

How many sTudenTs died in The sTruggl e



Rambo, Ranbo. Ranbo, Rombo was a coward
He kill ed nenmbers of our struggle
Instead of killing the dogs of Apartheid
Those who are known as

The South African Defeoted Fools
And Sdton After People

When | cone back from Lusoko,
from Nam bia, from Tanzani a

["1l talk the new | anguage

Wi ch the puppets would not understand
Which is rototdt ok47

June 16 dnd blood in Africo

John Bodi be

Who are the real owners of Africa
There’ s no ot her way

Anyone who knows Europe

Sowet o news in Anerica

Synpat hy from Russia and Tanzani a
Respect and honour to you June 16
Education in white school s

Poi son in bl ock school s

Brove student with their stones
Vorster with his machi ne gun
Respect and honour to you June 16
Fire in Soweto, snmoke in Cape Town,
dead bodies in Shorpeviiie

but mourners in Tenbi so

Thom Mhyel e i n Bot swana

Bri on Mozi buko i n Robben Isl and
Tonbo in Lusoko

Sowet 0 students in Moscow

They fought and they were killed
Their bodi es were def eated

But not their spirit

Vi ol ence, liberty at |ast

Respect and honour to you June io
You are killing nme

Maf i epa Mgaga

You are killing nme

You who is working
In health centre

| have no noney

To pay you when

I’ m sick

VWhy don’t you build
A free centre

For the poor

Why don’t you care
About me

For 1'"mgoing to help you
VWhen |’ m heoithy
Payi ng you now

won't bring ny life
Back to health

Devi se you whors
Turni ng away from e
For your time

I's runni ng out

Don’t be oblivious
Because |’ m wat chi ng
Your dction

It myoung, unenpl oyed
And honel ess

So hel p because
Tonorrow it can be you
" m poor today
["mrich tonorrow

" munheal t hy t oday
You hel p ne today.

| help you tonorrow
Hel p ne



thi shdll we do

Miepa Mjaga

At home ny not her

I's pop and tea

At school ny young brother
Is eating bread with water
At work | eat

Fresh m |k and bread

In the township ny unenpl oyed
Friends are eating

Spy- kos and snoke BB

What shall we do

CGod created us to live equoi
Tal k, and they wl|l

Put you in prison

Fight, and they will soy
you are d terrorist

What shall we do

VWhen | come from work

We all eot pop and nootwono di kgogo
ME;



i sleep under my broTher’s bed
For we goT no exTro roons |ike Them
| Talk To odm ni sTroTi on boord
They soy ke yo poiiTiko

WhoT shall we do

In The norning i am | oTe To work
i wonT To wash

My broTher is sTiil washing

W&’ ve goT one dish To wosh

We connoT afford To buy nony di shes
| earn R65 0 week

WhoT shall we do

I wonT increose

They soy i am ANC

i wonT To work confortably

They call The police and soy | poliTic
WhoT shall we do.

For GIlly NyoThel e

(Aged Twel ve)

Wi TTen in response To an orTicle in The
Weekend Argus of 25 August, 1986.
Mavi s Smal | berg

FirsT The face, and Then

The copTi on coughT ny eye:

Smal | Boy Seen As

ThreoT To SToTe Securi Ty

The face is ovo

The cheekbones hi gh

The nouTh o generous curve

and Then,

Those eyes!

The eyes ore ol nond- shoped

wi Th wri nkl es under neoTh;

The eyes show | orgeiy whi Te;

The expression in Those

serious sullen eyes

is a danger To The sToTe!

A smal |l boy should noT have such eyes
eyes wi ch gl ower, Two bl ock coois
snoul deri ng on The page;

eyes which connoT seem To smiie
eyes unfoThonobl e

filled wi Th hoTe, or Tinged

wi Th feor?

eyes which look as if TheyTve
never known a Teor

a small boy should noT have

such eyes

A smal |l boy should noT be

deToi ned

A smal |l boy shoul d noT be
injail

NoT once

noT Thri ce,

noT fourTines in 0 row

A smal |l boy should noT be shuT
inTo O cel

so ThoT he can break

. 0 small boy should noT be

0 donger To The sToTel!

And yeT

The small boy knows The sl ogans
knows he has To fighT

o sysTem whi ch pays his noTher
R6000 per nonTh

The smal |l boy fighTs ogoi nsT grown nen who
pose as 'vigilonTes’

The smal | boy

frowns when conrades drink
geTTing drunk inside shebeens
The smal | boy



wi Th o hundred oThers who col
Thensel ves The four Teens’

"run The ploce’ - Tunohol e,

a Township in The Free SToTe
This snmall boy

jusT rel eased from

Hei l bron prison in Porys

BuT righT now

The small boy only wonTs

"To eoT ond eoT ond eoT

he fidgeTs in his choir and says:
"whi Te children siT in choirs

i ke These’

The smal |l boy Tol ks obouT

denocr acy

and says his brushes wi Th The sToTe
have only node hi m’ sTubborn
This snmall boy

This Glly NyoTheie

who wi Th his broThers Three

live on solT ond porridge

and who, TogeTher w Th his sisTer,
of Ten hungry goes To sl eep.

o This small boy knows his foTe
ond wonTs his counTry

, free

Ah, woe beTide our foTe

ThoT such

0 small boy

is a danger To The sToTe!



Mavi s Snol | berg delivers her poetry

For our noThers

Everywhere, especially in Val halla Pork, Gugul efu,
At hl one, Bongweni, New Brighton, Mtchell’s Plain
Mavi s Smal | berg

Bl ock ol d | adi es have The nosT beouTiful smles
Their faces gl ow

gl eam

i ke deep purple

Purpl e; royal, nourning

Bl ock ol d | adi es conpare

They nmourn The iosT | oves

The iosT lives

of sons and doughi ers mai ned

killed

and Three-yeor-old grandchil dren
shoT

Or poi nT bl ank range

YeT block old |adies sTili snile

, They dream of 0 | ong bl ock Tunne
ever w deni ng

envel opi ng The whi Te

squeezing i T

obiiTeroTing i T

Bl ock ol d iodies make magic

in block Tunnels

They make whi Te pig faces shrivel
noke odd-shoped grey and bl ue overalls
whi ch bell ow ouT mm The sTronge shape
of even sTronger mnen

spin endl essly

Tiii Their shapes di sappear

nm a pui py soggy bl ur

Bl ock ol d | adies are nagic

i n whi Te-seeki ng bl ock Tunnel s

They di scol our grey and blue overalls
uni f or s

Twi sT Them

and hang Them ouT To dry

Roya

pur pl e-cl od

Bl ock ol d | adi es nmourn

BUT hexT Time

Bl ue overalls

you see a Block old | ady

sTop

and onch her smie.



Wit chout, there’'s o

pol i ceman

Mavi s Smal | berg

Watch out/there’s o policenon/

he can kiii/you know

you have to/of course/

do sonet hing/thdt’s w ong/

and there’s lots/thdt 0 baby/

can do/thdt is/wong

she can iie/in her bed/

to be shot/in the hedd/

when a suspected rioter/runs into his home/
he can breathe in/tedrgos/ as it lands with O
crash/

when thrown by/ a policeman/ right into his
hore/

he can gdsp in his fright/ he can choke in the
ni ght/

as he dies/ in the fight/ for his life/

wat ch out/ there's a policeman/

he can kill you/ you know

you have to/ of course/

do sonet hing/ that’'s wong/

and there’'s iots/ that o toddler/

can do/ that is/ wong/

she can stdnd/ ot the gdte/

in herwoit/ for her nother/ her fdther/

to wend their/ way hone/

0 stray bullet/ may cone/ fromo policendn’s

gun/
and stop/ that child s bredth/ oinmed straight for
her 1 ung/

you con wotch/ the bl ood spread/

as it spioshes/ dnd oozes/ ond drips fromthe
mout h/ of her/ dead

wat ch out/ there’'s d policendn/

he can kill you/ you know

t you have to/ of course/

do somet hing/ that’s w ong/

and there’s lots/ that o youngster/

can do thot/ is wong/

he can woi k/ home oi one/

he can pick up/ 0 stone/

0 policermen may see hinl and chop down/ that
drm

and stonp on/ that body/ and crush that child' s
eyes/

and take thdt/ linp body/ to stuff it owoy/
and parents can | ook for/ Ond pieod for/ and
oche

for that child/ but all they will get/

are bureoucrots’ lies/
wat ch out/ there’'s a poiicenon/
he can kill you/ you know

you have to/ of course/

do somet hing/ that’'s w ong/

and there’s iots/ that a teenager/

can do thot/ is wong/

she can stay home from school/

she can break 0 school rule/

0 poiicermon/ con hunt her/ and beat her/ and
t hunp her/

and take her/ and throw her in jdil/

for nine doys/ for ten doys/ a hundred and one
doys/

she can rot there/ they' |l not core/

as she fodes/ owoy/ with each doy/

wat ch out/ theres a policenman/

he can kill you/ you know

you have to/ of course/

do sonet hing/ that’'s wong/



and there’s lots/ that block children/
can do/ that is wong/

for he/ is the god/

who decides/ in 0 second/

exoctiy/

exoctiy/

what's right/ and what’s/ wong/
Funny thi ng about words

or

Sorry, I'mnot allowed to

i soy thdt

Mavi s Smal | berg

Words, in thensel ves, are not fol se;
Peopl e are.

They tredt words too lightly,

bondy themtoo easily.

Thei r words becone neani ngl ess,
carry no wei ght;

ore particles of dust, destined al ways,
" for just the briefest of whiles,
bef ore they dissipate.

One connot bi dnme words.

What el se do we have but words?

g

to settle



They shode our every neoning

can be clinicol, cold, exact.

They twirl, whirl with our happy feeling
stoop with our stunbling,

run away with Qur | onging,

can be down-toeorth

or notter-of-foct.

VWhot wonderful, nobgicol words ore:

peace justice |love friendship

denocr acy.

On the other hand, you have

corruption evil detention -

soci al i sn®?

Now there’s o nogi col word for you!

Sone peopl e bl ock out word like that.
wont t hem wi ped out, covered up

not even whi spered -

c’o-mmu-n-i-s-nP?

In places you can get killed for saying a word |ike
t hat .

Be careful wth words.

People with big nmouths and usually big sticks
don't like hearing certain words.

They' Il stick pins through your tongue
so they don’t have to listen

to any such words.

Not even a mmgnificent word |ike

shonng.

You can go to prison for saying

sone words.

Li ke... sorry, limnot allowed to say that.
They bon reans of words in newspapers, on ro-
clio,

tel evision, in books, mmgazi nes, plays,
poetry.

You are only allowed to gesticulote wildly,
or preferably, just nod.

The big sticks would |l ove O

perfectly silent world.

Just a nod-nod here,

and o nod-nod there.

Then they could own oil the words,

or utter only those that they choose.

But that’'s the funny thing about words.
They cannot be owned.

Li ke weed, they insist on com ng out,
even if only scribbled upon wolls.

And t he nodders,

those who have grown confortable

in their gesticuloting world of silence.
sometines surprise even thensel ves

when suddenly they whisper:

Anond| o!

Von jou sol ek 'n lied sing

Benj ami n Thabo Ya Ha Mol efi

Von sonskyn tot niddog

Sol ek lied sing

Dit kon 'n boer |ied wees

Moor 'n lied sol ek sing

'n Lied von sonlig en liefde en npedel oos.
Toe ek verstoon het

Het ek koue rillings oor mny |iggoom gekry
En my oe het 5005 'n gordyn toe gesloon
Die pyn wot jy in ny hort gel os het

I's "n pyn soos ienmond nmy noel brond.

En dit styk 5003 'n pyl in nmy hort

0! Die pyn in ny hort

Ek wonder of jou | ewe skuldig wos

O ny lewe skuldig is

Asjou lewe nie skuldig wos nie

DAn sol ek soet op jou spoor trop



A Voi ce

B. T. Ya Ha Ml efi

A distance fromwhere | was a sl ave
Concentrating on what | was instructed to do
And | heard O voice

| i magi ned

I imagined the toffee col oured roots

The conditions on which we're | eaving

| imagined the children playing

Pl aying happily in the dusty streets

But still | could hear that voice

| kept on doing ny slovery work

Trying to forget how we're forgotten

But that voice kept on knocking on my mnd

| imagined O little block dusty boy

Only with a dirty khokhi shirt

Wth tears on his snall block and white eyes
Looki ng for his nother Ntswoki

| never wanted to ignore that cry

| inmagi ned what coul d the nother be doing
Ei t her be cooking pop and norogo for the famly



O doi ng nof hi ng

BUT the voice kept on worrying ne
The voice went on and on

And rem nds

me of M riam Mkeba

Vukoni Mbof hong’ onohl e

Si phi we Ngwenya

Lel o yi zwi | esi zukul wone senu,
Sona esi ngof undi swongo kul i ndo,
Sona esi ngof undi swongo kul il o,

Si sho singcqol i

Vukoni Mbdf hong’ onphl e. .

Vukoni zithufho zezwe,

Vukoni nodl oz’ eAfri ko,

Ni ngovuki ngenpi .

Ni ngovuki ngobudl ovo,

Vukoni Mot hong’ onohl e. .

Kode si di kodi kono nol enki ngo,

Kode si di kodi kono nol enpi cobodol o,
Nan’r’izwe |idlolw ngobof okozono,
Nonf’izwe |idl ol wo ngobagoshi

Si phi we Ngwenya delivering his poetry at the conference
Vukoni Mof hong’ onohl e. .

Vul on’ i zi nggondo zeThu,

Vul on’ i sinhliziyo zef hu,

Ni si khumbuze ukukhol o kwezi nyoni
Li hl obel el a zenonel * ukwef hwoso kwehl obo,
Vukoni Mof hong’ onohl e. .

Hl ongoni soni i zi zwe zonkono,

H ongoni soni i zi nhl angono zonkono,
Nonf o uf hi ngo | wenkosozono ngi yazi so,
Nono i bhubesi |ibhongo ngiyozi so,
Vukoni Mbdf hong’ onohl e.

I nkul ul eko | sermyongo

Si phi we Ngwenya

| yonggongqozo emmyongo.

| nkul ul eko eMzonsi Afri ko.

Ezweni | okukhol o,

Nokugel ezo kwegozi ,

| nkul ul eko | semmyongo!

Vukoni eMzonsi Afriko!

Sel i kholil e i ghude | okuso,
Sekuyi so isikha' rhi sokuvuka.

I si khot hi senj obul o,



Vukani ! Vul ani!

Nazi izinpi zikhankasile, bo!
Phakat hi kwabansundu nabamhl ophe. .
Phakat hi kwabansundu nabansundu. .
Phakat hi kwabamhl ophe nabanhl ophe. .
Ngenxa yokukhul ul a i zwe!

Mayee..., Ngelani l|eligazi, na?
Yel ekel el abant wana baseMezansi Afrika,
Bayagwazana

Bayashi sana

Bayadubul ana

Bayabul al ana

Ngoba, i nkul ul eko i semrmyango. .
Sheshan’ i | anga | i ngakashoni

| nkul ul eko i sermyango!

Yebo, isenmmyango.

Triple B

(Bayangena, Bayaphuma
Bayaphi t hi zel a)

Si phi we Ngwenya

Bayangena.

Bayaphunms,

Bayaphi t hi zel a,

Ngena

Phuma

Ngi vunel eni  Ngi khul urren.

Ngi vunel eni  Ngi khul urre. .

Ngi vunel eni Ngi khul une. ..

"“I'f the newspapers of this country
are full of good news,

then the jails of this country

are full of good people..."
Bayangena. Bayaphunma. Bayaphit hi -
zei a.

CGone are the days when our nothers,
with children on their backs,
Their hearts full of courage and anger!
Marched to the union buil ding..

VWhat about our present and future nothers

who rest on their laurels?
Bayangena. Bayaphuna. Bayaphithi -
zei a.

From t he Sharpeville nassacre,
Sowet o was another "X-ville"

Away with bantu educati on!

student s shout ed,

The answer was mny brother’s death!
The answer was ny sister’s gaggi ng!
The answer was my conrade’s exile..
and detenti on!

Bayangena. Bayaphunma. Bayaphit hi -
zei a.

For denocracy...

Tricanmeral ly you "appeaced"

Sanpora Machei’s death is no victory.
Qppressor that you are!

For a | eader had energed!

From t he bush to Maputo!

Vi va Chi ssano!

Bayangena. Bayaphurma. Bayaphit hi -
zel a.

Bayaphi t hi zel a. .

VWile exiles are longing for their |ost
singi ng, "Kukude Tanbo, emmkhaya..."
For the African soi

watered with the bl ood

of innocent souls..

VWi | e Urakoti, Unkhonto we Sizwe...
Is roaring in the borders,
"Buuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu. . . "

Bayangena. Bayaphuna. Bayaphithi -

| and.



zei a.

Yebo, Bayaphithi zel a.

Cour age after sentenced

to death

Dougl as Fongoga, flom his play Zi nbi Mawef hu
Lunka don't invite

a hot nyakanyaka nzal a

There comes a smal |l snake
craw i ng, hungry and angry
don’t underestimate it

It’s dangerous to do so

its bite is fata

Li ke the gal l ows you

are sending ne to.

Wat ch out. bhasobha bhasobha

i yakhul a i ngan’ emmyana.

That way i salute you MaAfrika.
I am goi ng back to earth;

back to dust where | originate.
Six feet to join ny dead brothers.
1 amgoing to fertilise the soil
fromthe fertile soil

There shall grow the bushes;
The bushes where you will run
and hi de yourself

when reactionary forces

are after your heels

I n darkness of the bush

where you will cone together
and say in one voice: masivuken
Zi nbi  Mawet hu!



| mages of

Wonen

inliterature

The way wonen are portrayed in literature and the me-
dia reflects and influences the way wonen are seen in
soci ety.

In a paper on 'Inpges of wonmen in the nmedia , Ven
Soobroyon, fromthe Natal Organisation of Wmen
(NOW, | ooks at how advertising in conventional wom
en’ s magazi nes perpetuates the dom nant ideol ogy of
patriarchy, apartheid and capitalism

Three prom nent South African witers, Nadine Gordi m
er, MriamTlali ond Achmat Dangor | ook at the images of
worren in their own witings and in literature from ot her
countries.

| MAGES OF WOMEN I N THE MEDI A

Veni Soobrcryan

| amhere as a representative of the

Nat ai Organi sation of Wnen. The

paper that | am going to present

was drawn up with the assistance of T

a nunber of people from NOW i

In researching this paper, we ex-

t am ned closely a nunber of popu-

i ar magazi nes and nagazi nes di -

rected at both white wonen and at

the bl ack popul ati on, W al so re-

ferred to a variety of other research

articles related to the topic. in short,

this is not an acadenic paper. |n-

stead we hope it will serve as a start-

ing point for further thought and dis

cussi on

Because the paranmeters of this

topic are very broad and far-

reachi ng, we decided that it would

be nore useful if we focused on a

particul ar aspect of the nedia.

Wth this in m nd, we chose to | ook

specifically at advertisenments, be-

cause we found that these took up a

| arge percentage of any nmgazi ne

and a significant portion of newspa-

pers and tel evision. Adverts al so

create and reflect the changes in

the i mages of wonen as seen histor-

icaily.

POLI TI CAL CONTEXT

Before | proceed with the analysis

of these adverts, | want to briefly

and broadly define the political con-

text in which this paper is |ocated.

Firstly, we are exami ning the inag-

es of SA wonen in the SA nedia. Im

plicit inthis is the realisation of the

uni que nature of SA society:

0 the fundanental nature of our so

ciety is defined by apartheid,

O the economic base is a capitalist 5

one,

0 SA society is a product of coloniai-

ism

It is these three factors, in the main

whi ch dialectically influence the

dom nant ideol ogy. They cannot be

seen as three separate determ -

nants, but rather as a conbination of

forces that ihfiuence the dom nant

i deol ogy. They do not al ways com

pi ement each other (for exanple,

capitalismand apartheid are often



in contradiction with each other) and



they do not rule out the existence of
ot her forces which may influence

the domi nant i deol ogy.

Secondl y, the gender oppression

of wonmen. probably the ol dest form

of oppression, is conpounded in SA
soci ety by the class and race op-
pression that wonen experience.

Worren are therefore under the bur-
den of a triple oppression. Wile this
paper does not consistently and ex-
plicitly address this fact, this triple oo
pression forms the basis for the un-
der st andi ng of wonen’s

oppr essi on.

| MAGES OF WOVEN

We have identified three nmain
categories or inages of wonen

that the medi a propagates. That is:

O the woman as housekeeper

not her and wife,

0 the worman as a sex synbol, and

O the woman as a career wonan

It nust be noted however, that

these categories often blend and
overlap with each other. There is
therefore really no single inmge of
the ideal woman.

The wonman as housekeeper,

not her and wife

The housekeeper, nother and

wife, has virtually no identity of her
own.

And i want to show you sone ad-
vertisements. just to prove what | am
sayi ng.

In this advert (i) for Ccean fridgu
es, the woman has no identity. in
tact, her only identity is that she is
Vusl's wife. She isn't even given the
dignity other own nanes in fact, the
advert suggests that Vusi deserves
sone appl ause for having got him

self such a 'cooi’ wife

The wife and fridge seemto share

a simlar status - they are both com
nodities. Vusi acquired a wi fe and
the wife acquired a fridge. To com
pound this crime, Vusi, whose omi -
scient presence in this advertise-
ment |s undeniabl e, probably hardly
ever uses this fridge. The kitchen is
cleariy her domain.

In the next advertisenent (2), you
will see that wonen are also the
peopl e whose task It is to | ook after
babi es. In such pictures she is usually
smling and very content. Not only
does she have to be nother to her

Vusi 5 wife ISreally cool..

children, but to her husband as wel |
She has to remenber to bring his

Medi nite when he gets iii and give
himFloro to keep him heal thy, espe-
cially after all the strains and stresses
at the office. There is absolutely no
Mum are you givhgg your baby the best
protecti on aganst nappy rash?
guestion of her being strained at all
The next one shows what i nean:

nomis the one that everyone turns



to when iii. Perhaps this inmage of
worman - consi stently hardwor ki ng,
pl easing her famly, a conplete al-



Mom when your famly
needs pm rcllcf, |,
who can you turn tof

uum l-iili’rliiu wrzuuumum .
She is smart, anbilLious, brinfui of notivation and enthusi asm and knows exactly
where she’s going. That is why she cones to Durban Busi ness Col | ege where she' |l get

all the help she needs to get there. WLh 86 years of teaching tradition behind us, we
Al qualified to show her the pathway Lo success as 8 PRO, Executive Secretary or
keLi nz Consul t ant.

TruisT, is effeCTiveiy sunmed up in The
Li nk Pharrmacy odverT (3) which asks

The quesTion/ 'when your famly

needs pain relief, who con you Turn
To'. These odverTs inply ThoT she her-
sel f does hoT need The Tender I oving
core ThoT she is oi wys expecTed To

di sh ouT.

This odverT (4) ThoT osks The ques-
Tion, "lIs your husband geTTihg i T oTTen
enough?" hos ci eor sexuol under-

Tones. His on odverT for red neoT.
WhoT i T soys is ThoT even as for as her
sexuoi i Ty is concerned, The wonen is
There sinply To make The husbond

happy and To produce children. She

does noT even hove The sexual side

To her noTure.

in onoiysing This porTicuior roie os-
signed To wonen, The foll ow ng

poi nTs need To be node:

O TT is in The inTeresTs of The dom nonT
i deol ogy To propogoTe The ideol of

The wonman’s pl ace being oT hone.

Her conTenTrmenT in The home is The
nmeans Through which poTriorchy

noi nToi ns i Ts dom nance She wii l
hoppily supply The | abour norkeT

and she is The one who will be chiefly
responsi bl e for possing on The ideals
of The dom nonT ideol ogy To her Chii -
dr en.

0 AT The some Tinme, however, she is

hoT oble To do all This of her own oc-
cord. Copi Toi Therefore provides her

wi Th oil The producTs she needs To

noke his life easier and nore pl eos-
onT, lronically, The very focT ThoT she



8 ,wn..,w |l.mw 4l mum

Are you so busy running

bet ween your career and hone
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needs these products inplies that

her duty is not really so pleasant af-
terall.

O In the context of apartheid South
Africa, It Is In the Interests of the ruling
class to propagate the idea of a
stable, nuclear famly unit, with the
contented wonan | ooking after the
famly. In so doing, it attenpts to
neutralise the revolutionary potenti al
of the African masses.

Hence the woman is al ways en-
couragi ng her husband to buy their
council house, to take pride in it and
to see that her children are educat-
ed. This creation of a thriving bl ack
mddle class is crucial to the state
strategy of co-option. And the
woman’'s role in this is fundanental.

O The nmotherly/ housewi fe role al so
suggest s econoni ¢ dependence.

The housewi fe hersel f does not pro-
duce conmodities of direct value in
the economy. But, by serving others,
she "enables themto engage in
producti ve econom c activity’.

In addition, she does not have to

be paid. In effect she is neither em
pl oyed nor unenpl oyed. At this

point it is interesting to note that one
of the resolutions taken at the Nairo-
bi Conference was the call for
housework to be paid work.

0 Lastly, subtle differences can be
found in the magazi nes directed at
African wonmen, at white English-
speaki ng wonen and at white Afri-
kaner worren.

The white English-speaki ng wom

an is not discouraged fromthese
tasks of being nother. housew fe,
nurturer and so on. But she is also of-
fered alimted liberation. She Is en-
couraged to engage in sport,

spend time spoiling herself and so

on. She is also the professional shop-
per.

The Afri kaner housewife is often

the one who is responsible for main-
taining the traditions and culture of
the past - baki ng home-styl ed

Quma rusks, or giving her famly

Weet -bix , which Is so typical of the
pl attel and.

The bl ack housewife Is prinmarily
responsi ble for keeping the famly
together and striving to achieve the
typical lifester of western culture
The wonman as sex synbo

Here wonen are portrayed as

sensuous, gl anorous, seductive and
nysterious - very daring kind of
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worren. This is To some exTenT o
producT of The Type of liberal fem -
ni sm ThoT serves The needs of The

dom nonT ideol ogy - The kind of

fem ni sm ThoT wormen are ocTuol |y
encour aged To odopT.

The nodern woman is a go-

geTTer, ToTolly sensuous, daring and
odvenTurous. Her uni queness and in-

di viduoli Ty ore her focol polnTs.

I wonT To | ook OT O few odverTi se-
menTs ThoT depicT This:

0 This odverTi semenT (5) for Tab
soys: 'ThoT' s ny sTyle’. ThoT s The kind
of individualiTy ThoT I’ m Tal ki ng obouT.
O This one (6) says, "whoT kind of gir
goes To Durbon Busi ness Col | ege’

and The answer is, 'she is snorT, orn-
bi Ti ous, brinful of noTivoTion and en-
Thusi osm . Agoin, ThoT' s The kind of
gl anorous i noge ThoT is conveyed.
These ki nds of ads are ones ThoT

we are fairly fomliory wi Th.

O This ad (7) shows 0 very sensuous,
nysTeri ous wonan. She is odverTisv
ing (:1 perfunme. BuT noT only can sen-
suol i Ty odverTi se perfune, buT bosi-
colly onyThing, as you will see now.

0 in This one (8), There is 0 w ne gloss
and 0 wonmen’s foce in The book-
ground. Shes obviously in sone kind
of ecsTosy. And The odverT is for
Peaches and Cream CorringTon’s

Li quer. So sensuoli Ty ond seducTi ve-



ness is for al cohol as well.

0 This is one ThoT i Think reolly cop-
Tures | T all. IT is on odverTlsenenT for
H gh Rise. There's a nan sTonding In
fromof a Ferrari and a woman is
changing his Tyre on The car. She is
wearing a very seducTive oqul T. BuT
whoT i T is saying is ThoT This Type of
worman i s noT afraid of onyThing.

She’s noT ofroid To be doring, she’'s
noT ofroid To be odvenTurousi She is
The one who is prepored To noke

The firsT nove. And as for as nen are
concerned, she con hove onybody

she wonTs, And she’s noT ofrold To
approach any man she wonTs. Al -

Though i T's on odverTi senenT for High
Ri se, The worman ocTuolly says 0 | oT.
Cri T/co/ ArTs volune T, nunber T!

says This of The conTenporory sex
synmbol : "I f sociol orrongemenTs

deny you O career, if you wonT To
ovoi d househol d drudgery ond

don’ T wonT To go To poTTery cl asses,
you con now | egi Ti noTel y becone

0 sex objecT insTeod.

The woman is noT only G legiTi-

noTe objecT of lusT, she also sug-
gesTs ThoT her inmage is one ThoT oTher
worren sTrive for. FurThernore, she
willingly becomes 0 comodi Ty

soughT by men.

In onolysing This gl anorous inage

of wonmen, we need To renenber

ThoT The nedia is noT only influenced
by copi Tol and The ruling ideology. IT
has al so hlsToricolly been conTroll ed

by men.
Al Though wonen hol d key posi -
Tions in O nunmber of nobgozines, |ike

Fair Lady, Drum and so on, The nopg-
ozine is essenTiolly reflecTive of The
domi nonT i deol ogy.

The wonen in These nmagazi nes

are porTroyed To be sexuolly oTTroC
Tlve To men. YeT iT is largely wonen
ThoT reod These magazi nes.

Theref ore wonen are ToughT To

di vorce Thensel ves from Their sub-
jecTive selves and To | ook CT The pic-
Ture Through The eyes of 0 man. This
sone picTure defines whoT she

shoul d be.

Her idenTi Ty is again defined by

men’s world. In oddi Tion, The picTure
ol so suggesTs ThoT we are i ncom

pl eTe, ugly and inefficienT if we do
noT use The producTs odverTi sed.

And if we ore | eTT To our own devic-
es, we ore essenTiolly worThless.

WhoT These nagazines are really
Telling us is look oT This picTure, here is
on oTTrocTive woman. She is oTTrocT-
ed To 0 man. And when we look oT i T
as wonen, we ore ocTuolly seeing



the picture through the eyes of a

man. So we ldentify ourselves, our

own i mages, our own beauty, our

own personality, as a man woul d

see it.

Ironically. these advertisenents

are constantiy remnindi ng wonen of

their inadequacies - they are not

sl i m enough or not snmpoth enough -

and are therefore conpelling the

worman to constantly strive to be
"better’ and nore attractive

it isln the Interests of capital to ad-
vocate this type of liberal liberation
Because a woman must be iiberat-

ed to enjoy and desire new prod-

ucts. The desire for liberation from
oppression has therefore been efe
fectiveiy subverted. In effect, our lib-
eration is given to us It is a liberation
that, in the final analysis, benetits the
needs of capital and the dom nant

i deol ogy.

In the African nmagazines |ike

Pace, True Love and so on, all the
so-cal | ed beauty advertisenments

are for hair straighteners, for hair
perns and skin lighteners. And this,
think, is a direct result of a col onised
soci ety.

But wonen in African magazi nes

are rarely blatantly sexual. Perhaps
this is the state’s nmethod of doing its
bit to stemthe tide of the African
popul ation. What |s clear, however,

is that sexuality is, at this point In tineg,
very nmuch the domain of white

wonen.

0 There was al so an adverti senent

for Pears Soap that appeared

sone time in the late 1800's. It was in
a nmagazi ne called Harper’'s Wek-

iv,

It says: 'The white man’s burden is
through teaching the virtues of

cl eanliness. And Pears soap is a po-
tent factor for brightening the dark
corners of the earth.’

The African magazi nes do not

portray African wonen as being

bl atantly sensuous. But what they

have perhaps done now, is taught

us 'how to be ciean’'. And now t hey

are trying to teach us howto be a
.little less African’, by providing us
with the hair straighteners and skin

i ghteners and so on.

The woman as career wonan

As far as the career woman is
concerned, the main thrust here is

not to negate the worman’s role as
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not her and wife. It suggests that she
conbi nes all of these.
Thi s advertisenent (9) for South-
ern Unit Trusts, asks: 'are you so busy
runni ng between your career and
hone that inflation is outpacing
you?' . it clearly inplies an accep-
tance and encouragenent of the
doubl e shift. No solution Is offered to
the probl em of her running between
her career and home. it is not even
seen as a probl em
Again, a distinction nust be drawn
bet ween the white career wonan
and the black career wonman. Wite
worren are often rising youg execu-
tives who work in plush offices and
Men and wonen who know what |:
good tor thelr skin use Snow White
treckle cream Snow Wilte contains only sate, tested Ingredients
that help keep you! skin snooth, clear and heal t hy.
831C931
$931033 W
Your skl n’ sbesttrlend. s ._ . ni
conmand sone power. In fact, if
she is good enough, she can nmke
it ina mn s world. However, very
definite ceilings on the career pros-
pects of African women can be
identified.
And, to show this, i want to | ook at
two advertisenents.
This one (10), for Dry |dea deo-
dorant, tells a littie story about Jane,
who is a secretary, totally conscien-
tious and willing to pl ease her boss
as opposed to the other two gossip-
ing girls in the background. She is, of
course, duly rewarded for her dedi-
cation with an increase. This adver-
ti sement defines the type of work

[



she can do and the type of worker

she shoul d be - dedicated and toy-

al to the boss.

The next one (i 1) says: "Intelligent
peopl e choose Snow Wiite'.

These advertisements are saying

two things. They say the type of work
you can be eligible for is fairly limt-
ed. You can be secretaries and
clerks, and if you are really a go-
getter and have on exceptional |n-
telll gence, then you can be a

t eacher.

But if you | ook at the white com

muni ty, or even perhaps the other
conmunities, being a teacher is
really sonmething that you do If you
can’'t get sonething else to do. But in
African society it |Is seen as sone-
thing one aspires to.

The other point is that these od-
vertisenents also tell you what type
of worker you ought to be. You

ought to be loyal to your boss, you
ought to be very conscientious, you
ought not to join with oftice workers,
you shoul dn’t gossip, you shouldn’'t
talk and so on. So it is defining the
ki nd of work you can do and the

type of worker you ought to be.
Finally, I wont to reiterate that the
rel ati onshi p between capital and

the i mages of wonen portrayed

through the nedia is not a crudely
determ nistic one. The relationship is
al ways diolecticol and is also in-
fluenced by other factors.

Nadi ne

Cor di mer

| mmges of wonen in literature. One
wonders what that means? It can

mean many things. And |’ msure

each of us will find a different ove-
nue to expl ore.

Id like to talk O little about some
thing that has struck nme over the
years: the difference between dif-
ferent societies, different countries,
different people in the type of im
age of o woman who appears in

their literature.

Nadi ne Cor di ner

THE MOTHER FI GURE | N

EURCPEAN AND AFRI CAN

LI TERATURE

The nost striking image is the im
age of the nother. In Europe, in
nmodern literature certainU, the

not her often appears as a rather

evil figure, especially in relation to
sons, but also in relation to dough-
ters. Sonebody who is on octopus,
strangling her children when they
grow up. Her affection has turned
sour, she doesn’'t want themto

| eave the nest, doesn’'t want to |ose
her influence over them The dom -
nati ng not her.

Sone of you may be famliar with

DH Lawr ence’ s fanpus novel Sons

and Lovers, quite often studied in



school s, where Poul Morel, through
his trenendous attachment to the

not her, grows up as a man who

cannot formany kind of relationship
wi th any ot her woman.

He cannot really | ove a wonan.

Hi s sexual relationships with wonen
are 0 failure.

Anot her very fanous exanple is

that of the French witer, Marce
Proust’s |long novel The Renem

brance of Things Post. It begins with
0 paragraph where he describes

how he couldn’t sleep until his nother
cone to kiss himat night. As the
book goes on, there are nmany in-
stances of the nother-dom noted



hero or heroine. You see the devel -
opnent of the man, or of the wom

an, stunted by the graspi ng not her
who doesn’'t want to |let go.

i recently read a novel where the
title was The Sacred Mnster. This
sunms up the problem The book was
about a young man who is living,

wi t hout nuch confidence in hinself,
with a widowed nmother. Very often it
is the widowed nother, the nanless
woman, who nmakes her son her huse
band, so to speak, and her |over.

She uses him as somebody she is at-
tached to in a way that is not appro
priate to the nother-son relationship
In the novel, the young nan, (he is
about 20 years old), is at last going
to apply for a job that he wants. She
has kept him at hone, she keeps
hi m on an al |l owance. And when he
applies for the job, she goes through
every ruse possible to prevent him
frombeing in a psychol ogi cal state.
when he goes to the interview, to
present hinself properly. She wants
himnot to get the Job. It's a fierce
novel, it’s a very comcal novel. It’'s
very funny, but it’s also horrifying. be-
cause there you have the title: his
nother is a sacred nonster.

If you |l ook at the image of the
nmother in African literature it’'s a very
di fferent picture indeed. Al nbst with-
out exceptlon, you find that the

not her figure is idealised.

i've heard a lot of talk, In the |ast
coupl e of days, fromny black sis-
ters, saying how they are doubly
oppressed, under apartheid and by
their own men. And of course. the

| atter goes for npbst wonen, no nat-
ter what colour they are, no natter
what society they are in,

But strangely enough, even the

male witers in Africa, witing about
their nothers, do so in an absolutely
wor shi pful way, |dealising them |If
one were to believe this, these

worren are absolutely perfect.

There Is never any generation con-
flict between the nother and her

son.

Sone years ago, | wote alittle

book call ed The Black Interpreters in
whi ch | exam ned various thenmes In
literature. | was |ooking through it
again, In terns of this nother-fixated
i mage you get in European litera-
ture, and contrasting it with the Afri-
can one. | renenbered a book by

John Munonye, a N gerian, who

wote a book called The Only Son

And there we have the sane situa-
tion as those | described. The nother
Is a widow. She has a | ovely phrase
for her sumri ng up of her feelings
towards her son. She calls himher
"many in one’, because she sees

hi mas the reincarnation of her own
father, of her dead husband, as well



as her son. In other words, he’s
everything to hern

But her attitude toward him bring-
ing himup, is totally different from
that of the nother in The Sacred
Monster. She doesn’t try to keep him
to herself. She expends all her ener-
gi es, when he’s a small child and
when he’ s an adol escent, to pre-

pare himfor life as a man. and in
particular to nmake hi m capabl e of
truly loving a wonan - a conpletely
different attitude.

i also found a little poem or part
of a poem witten by one of our

owmn witers, now, alas, in exile,
Mandl a Langa. It goes like this:

| lead her in

A sepia figure a hundred years old

Bl ue ice chi ps gaze

And a red sl ash gapes

What does she want

| translate

Peneon

Usel ess kaffir crone

Lazy as the black devi

She’ | | get fuck-al

| translate

My man toil ed

And rendered hinmsel f inpotent

Vinth hard | abour

He paid tax like you

[imold enough to get pension

i was born

Before the great wars

And | saw ny father

Slit your like's throats

i don't translate

But she | oses her pension anyhow.

| think it’s a marvel |l ous expression
In an oblique way, of the feeling for
the nother. It’s not an idealisation in
the way that Minonye's was. But it is
al so a very warm pi cture

Let’s pass on to some ot her as-
pects.

There’'s a Nigerian witer whose

wor k you mi ght have come across,
called Flora Nwapa. She wote a

book with a woman’ s name as the
title. Its called Efuru. But Efuru is very
different fromthe nmother figure. in
fact, she’'s the absol ute opposite,
because she is childless.

She has been twice narried and

she’s had children, and her children
al ways di ed. And now she is barren.
She is what we would call a career
worman. She’'s a very successfu

trader. But she is extrenely unhappy
because she’s childl ess and be-
cause. in the village where she lives,
a childl ess woman i s al ways regard-
ed with pity. She’'s not fulfilling the de-
fined role for her. as a wife and

not her .

So she goes to the river to consult
the river goddess. And the river
goddess mmkes her a disciple In-
stead of nmking her fruitful and able
to conceive a child, the river god-



dess takes her into her cult, so to
speak. And then she has a specia
purpose in the comunity, where a
certain nmystical and religious rites
bel ong to her, as a childl ess woman
chosen by the river goddess.

| think there are sonme very inter-
esting things here. Because, first of
all, as | said, she’'s a career wonan.
She’s a trader, and a successfu

one. She's conpeting in the nale
worl d. There is a suggestion that she
has been puni shed by nature for this,
because she hasnit any children

But then, in order not to | eave her
as an outcast. in order to draw her in
and integrate her through this belief
in the river goddess there is a place
made for her in society. So there we
get, shall we say, a nore nodern

i mge, a nore liberated i mage of

the woman. At |east there is sone
kind of inquiry into her place in the
soci ety other than the conventiona
one.

WOMEN AS DEPI CTED BY

MEN WRI TERS AND BY

WOMEN WRI TERS

| think there is a deliberate m sun-
der st andi ng about the ability of men
to portray wonen characters. | think
that there is a feeling, certainly
among femnist witers, that this is the
preserve of wonen, that only wom

en know how wonen feel, only

womren know how wonen real |y

act, and only wonmen can under -

stand their notives and can express
themin witing.

But this has been disproved, |I'm
afraid, again and again, and we

worren have to accept this.



Some of the nmpbst marvel ous im

ages of wonen In literature have

cone from nen. The nost fanpus

one, the nobst extraordinary one, Is

per haps Janes Joyce's Ml ly

Bloomin his novel, U ysses, where
there Is a long section In the form of
a nonol ogue. And it Is a nonol ogue
descri bing, creating this wonmanis
feelings In the nost Intinmate manner,

I ncl udi ng her feelings about physica
processes. She feels that a period is
conmi ng on. How does a nman know

what a woman feels when a period

is comng on? But Joyce does this
through his, know edge of wonen,
through the ability | think is the first es-
sential of a witer, and that is to pro
Ject .

And | don't think It Is a conscious
thing. | think it is an attribute a witer
has, the sanme as peopl e who can

sing in tune - theyjust do It.

What | amsaying is that there is a
certain gift or ability In witers, a cer-
tain gift that comes from observa-

tion, cultivated, that comes from hy-
persensitivity to other people’s
feelings, froman ability to read pea
ple’'s faces, to hear beyond and

behind their words, what they really
are saying. And | think that is how the
geni us of Janes Joyce managed,

In the first person, to wite this extra-
ordi nary chapter, fromthe inside, of

a woman’s feelings.

Many of the best witers have giv-

en a very attractive and nobl e pic-
ture of wonen. | don’t mean attrac-
tive only in the sexual sense, in the
superficial sense. Though admitted-

ly, the wonen of great character
usual |y have the attribute of beauty

as well, when a man is witing about
them

There is Natasha in Tol stoy’'s War
and Peace - a marvellous, lively,

wonder ful young girl. The whole spirit
of a young girl is there. The book is
witten by a nman

Shakespeare’ s wonmen are often

very brilliant, very sharp. |ndeed,
nen very often get the worst of it
when in conversation and In dia-

| ogue with them

In Africa, the same thenme: | don't
know whet her any of you have read
Achebe’s Man of the People, that

old novel of his, witten during the
war in Nigeria.

At the end of this long and di sma
tale of political corruption that
makes up the man of the people, a

I

man is shot In a political dispute, and
the author remarks: A man has |ived
a good life. If when he dies In this ter-
rible fashion, there I's a wonman who

| oves hi menough to kill his assassin.
So here you have a wonman who Is
presented as sonebody extrenely



brave. She Is acting out of persona
feeling and al so out of political be-
lief. This is all one, It is all fused In this
particul ar novel .

In Ngugl wa Thiong’o's, The River

Bet ween, there is the story of a

young wonan. The book is set Just

bef ore the war of independence,

popul arly known as the Mau Mau

War. So there is a feeling that peo-
ple are gathering their forces in or-
der to reassert their whole identity
fromunder the cenent of col onial -

ism and that they need to return to
roots in many ways. to reinforce their
own personality.

This young girl is the daughter of a
pastor, and he Is a brai nwashed
Christian, totally subm ssive to the
white priest. He wants his daughter to
be married In a Christian weddi ng
cerenony.

The girl has not been circuntised,
because feral e circunti sion was
outiawed through the pressure of the
Christian missions, It was outlawed by
the British. But this girl decides that
she wants to go through this horrible
rite of female circuntision. be-

cause, she says, otherwi se she wll

not feel she is a wonan of the tribe.
Her feelings are conveyed - the
conflict between her political awak-
ening for the struggle that’s com ng
She's mixing with groups who are

tal king about it. And in her difficulty in
finding a way to fit herself for it, she
goes back to this rather strange rite.
She also feels it’s a way to throw off
the m ssionary influence, the coloni-
alist influence under which she has
been brought up. It's a very subtle

pi cture of a young woman in a state

of conflict between two worlds, so

to speak. And it’s witten, as i say, by
a man.

And there’s Achebe’s | atest

book, published only | ast year, Ante
hills of the Savannah. It is a book di-
vided Into different tenses and al so
different voices. Part of it is related
by one of the women in the book, In
the nst person. So there you have
Achebe assuning the identity of a
woman, and doing it brilliantiy.

VWhat am | really saying? | think lim
maki ng a case for the powers of

witers to wite not only within their
own bodies, not only within the con-
fines of their own sex. | think that
worren write very well about men.

One gets the feeling often, talking to
femnist witers, that the wonen feel
that It’s their destiny to wite sinply
fromthe body of a wonan. fromthe

m nd of a wonan.

But | think this is denying what a
witer is, and what a witer can do.
Because a witer can be many

things In the Imagination, In the crea-
tion of a character.



On the opening night, one of the
speakers spoke about Journalists

and witers as it they were one. This Is
not so. And this is no reflection at al
upon Journalists - a very honourabl e
and fine profession.

But Journalists wite about people,

and i magi native and creative witers
create people, and they create
themfromthe society in which they
live. They dredge themup fromthat
soci ety.

Fromthe time that they are snal
children, all sorts of Inpressions, un-
der st andi ngs, everything that goes

on around them |Is part of their na-
terial when they wite. And | dont
think that sex, whichever sex you be-
long to, really determ nes the kind of
witing you re going to do.

This of course, has got nothing to

do with the fact that wonmen have

been regarded as peopl e who

don’t need education, who dont

need any sort of stinulation and
openi ng of their m nds, other than

what will fit them indeed, to be in the
ki tchen and open the fridge and put
sonme oi ntnent on the baby’'s bot

tom

This I's the way wonen have been

| ooked at. And | think this has been
conmon in many societies, in Eu-

rope! as well as widely in Africa. It a
famly |Is large, and noney is short, it
will be the boys who get the educa-
tion. You don’t have to be highly ede
ucated to wite, but you do have to
have sufficient education to be
properly literate. Because you can-

not wite it you don’t read.

And | think that wonmen have been
greatly di sadvantaged there, since

men have been favoured when It

cones to educational opportunities.

And wonen usual ly have to struggle

to get those educational opportuni-
ties.



Mriam T TIdIi

I"’msorry that | did not have enough
time to prepare a conprehensive
paper on this subject, which I would
much have |iked to have done.

I will not be speaking about the

i mmges of wonen in all literature. but
about |nages of wonen in ny own
writing.

If we speak of women in SA, we

have to renmenber that there are

di fferent classes of wonen In the SA
context. We can never forget that
wonen are divided Into racial

groups. You have to ldentify white
worren, who are right at the top of
the social pyramd, who formpart of
the elite part of the white society.
And that al one says a |lot for how
wonen shoul d be reflected in our
witing, or what actuaiiy takes place
in our witing.

The first speaker did touch on the
stereotypes that are usually at
tached to wormen. And from nost of

the ones that we saw here, it was

mai nly black wonen who are kept

at that donesticated kind of |evel.
That you should al so not | ose sight
of .

I"’mglad to speak mainly about

what makes it so difficult - wonen,
especi ally bl ack wonen, have

been di sadvantaged as far as their
attenpts to wite.

It I's mainly because of the kind of
system under which we live And at

the top of it, as far as |Itm concerned,
is the Bantu Educati on system You
cannot speak about wonmen as one
group. Because there are biack

worren, white wonen, col oured

worren and | ndi an wonen. You

have to ldentify these, you have to
speak about these seperately, and
reerct themin your witing.

| have delivered | ectures on why
there are so few black wonmen wit-
ers in SA. And ishali read to you part
of some of ny lectures which | usual -
Iy give to audi ences abroad.

It I's very significant to note that we
have very few exceptions. For in-
stance, if we judge according to our
audi ence here, we find that there

are worren of all races. And if you

go deeper, you find out why there

are so few white wonen. You find

that It is because of the very system
the very apartheid structures which
Mriam Tl ai

make it al nost inpossible for wom

en to think outside those stereo-
typed ways, of keeping the imge

of bl ack wonen as subordi nates al

the tine.

These woren, the white wonen

we have here, and the ones one
usual |y speaks to, are really convert-
ed ones, people who do not think

al ong those |ines. But we cannot | ose



sight of the fact that an overwhel m
ing mpjority of white wonmen do not
want bl ack wonen renpved from

those stereotypes of the donesti-
cated part of their kitchens.

Once when | was travelling from

Eur ope by plane, a white woman
cuddl i ng her infant son came to sit
next to nme, And when we reached x
Nairobi, in her conversation with an-
ot her white woman on the ot her

side, she reveal ed, rather proudly,
that she was a South African by birth.
And that she had finally decided to

| eave Portugal and her husband be-

hi nd, for keeps. Because he woul d

not |eave his country, and because
women have to do all the house-



wor k, wonen, white wonen, in Por-
tugal . She said you have to cook,

you have to | ook after the kids, you
have to wash, to lIron, to scrub the
floors. You have to do everything.

"l ama South African,’” she said. I
am not used to that.’” And this wom
an, as you can see, was fleeing

from Portugal, |eaving her husband
and the hard work behind and go-

Ing back to sunny old SA where she
knew t he status quo woul d al ways
assure her of an abundant supply of
cheap bl ack | abour and an African
worman who woul d relieve her of her
wormanl y tasks.

That |Is why | say you al ways have

to ldentify between the different
groups of wonen.

There is a book which Is about to

be published by Skotaville, the title
of which Is: Wen the caged bird

s/ ngs. This book Is an anthol ogy of
short stories by black wonen inside
and outside the country. In ny Intro-
duction to this book, | said, anobngst
ot her things, that the nunerous haz-
ards that face the black woman in

SA are aggravated by the fact that
she cannot wage her struggle

agai nst discrimnation with the aid of
her privileged white sister.

The white woman is, as a rule, part
of the very oppressive nachinery.

She renmains mute and I nsensltive
while the black woman wal |l ows in

the squal or on the fringes of the
white suburbs. This does not refer to
all of them but it certainly does to
the mpjority of them

This was al so the predi canent of

a certain Journalist, a certain Jennifer
WIllianms, who was Interview ng a
nunber of women about wagi ng

their struggle together w th black
women i n Crossroads.

She alludes in strong terns to the
apat hy of the white wonen, who

while they forma substantial section
of the electorate, stand by, tight-

i pped towards the plight of the

bl ack wonen.

She cites the Nyanga occurenc-

es of 1981 as an exanple. She

wites: 'But for me, Nyanga had a
prof ound effect, that nothing | had
attenpted had made one iota of
difference. | did not want to be
counted anong the lotus eaters -

t he people who nouth platitudes

and do not hing.’

Jennifer WIIlianms was saddened

by the failure of white wonen to

g

denpnstrate their solidarity by sign-
Ing a petition to the governnent.
Sone gave reasons for their refusa

to sign, for Instance, that their hus-
bands would not like themto sign the
petition. Wile others even clai ned
that the whole matter of forced re-



noval s was not really as bad as It
was made out to be.

Now t hese are sone of the prob-

| ems that black wonmen face. How

do I, for Instance. depict wonen. In
ny first novel, Miriel at Metropolitan,
as they call It, | could not nove out
of nyself. | had to present the bl ack
worman, with all her experiences at
work, especially. W find that even
there, her situation was nmade very
difficult by the white wonen, mainly,
who woul d not accept her as an

equal .

This Is the kind of predicanent that
Is faced by all black wonen In this
country. In Amand/a. for Instance,
brought up the character of G am
sie, as a very strong worman, |ike al
ot her nmothers are. A wonman who

went on In spite of her problens,

whi ch were very numerous, who

went on to save enough noney to

lay a tonbstone for her husband.

And who was very much invol ved

with the problems that face the
young people. Al so, we have the

mai n character there, a wonman, the
heroine in the story, who took part in
nost of the activities during the riots
of 1976, who in fact, was standing
behi nd Poliso, supporting him
throughout, like we find is the case
wi th our young people who are de-
dicated to the cause of the fight
agai nst oppression.

Again there is a book which is

about to be published very soon by
Pandora Press, in which | have wit-
ten O nunber of stories, which are
nostly confined to wonen speaki ng
about thensel ves, and the prob-

lenms that black wonen face in SA

And in this book, we see clearly from
the stories that are presented, that
the bl ack woman does not only

have to fight agai nst the husband,
agai nst the problens, her marita
probl ems, against the society,

agai nst apartheid, but she also has
to tight agai nst anot her woman, only
thatshe is white.

How do we overcone these

probl ens that we have? How do we
cone to work together? That Is the
greatest challenge, as far as |I am
concerned, for us to tind ways and
nmeans by whi ch we can overcone

these classifications, these stratifica-
tions which are there, which we can
never |gnore.

We can never Ignore the fact

that, at the end of the day, | wll be
going to Soweto, sonebody wll be
going to a white area, another one
will be going to an Indian area, an-
other one to a col oured area.

We have these problens, and

they are there, and they have to be
reflected In our witing.

Achnmat Dangor



When pondering on how to start ny
topic. which Is "Men witing about
worren’ , | wondered whet her the

one inplication of that topic was
true. And that Inplicatlon Is that nen
wite about wonen in the sane way

that whites used to wite about bl ack
people. And in the heyday of black
consci ousness, the way bl acks used

to wite about whites.

That kind of witing was character-

i sed by type casting, based on su-
perficial know edge and superflcia
contact. Whites nostly had contact

wi th bl acks through enpl oyer-

enpl oyee rel ati onshi ps, and hence

bl ack people were seen as servile

and dull. Wile the principal contact
that bl acks had with whites was in
pass offices and at police stations,
so bl acks saw whites as bl ank and

I nsensltive ofticials.

Thi ngs have changed dranati cal -

ly since then. | think the literary revol u-
tion of the eighties has changed not
only those perceptions, but also the
way we portray them And | think the
guestion of col our has changed

nore to a question of class.

Those things were reflected in our
l[iterature, but is it true of the way in
whi ch nmen wite about wonen to-

day?

| think the relationship between

men and wonen |s a far nore an-

cient one than the relationship be-
tween different races. It cannot be
said to be superficial at all, especial-
Iy when you consider that wonen

give birth to men. It is true that nen
witers sonetinmes unconsci ously



type-cast the wonen characters In

their witing.

| discovered that recently in one

of my own stories. | wote a story
cal l ed Jobman which I's now being

made into a film

The story |Is about a dunmb man In

the Karoo who revolts against the
farmer on whose formhe and his

famly had lived Il ke serfs for gener-
ations. It portrays the dunb nman as
heroic. He takes up arns and he

starts kllllng the farner and hls famly
for being brutal to him Now, Job-

man, the dumb character, speaks to

his wife, In the story, In sign |anguage,
which | then translated, In the course
of witing the story, Into a spoken nar-
rative. The script witer asked how he
could translate that Into filml an-
guage. | suggested all kinds of de-
vices, sub-tlties, narrative voice, and
he responded by saying, yes, that’'s

K for Jobnman, but what about his

wi fe?

M

Achmat Dangor

| rewote the story and realised

that Anna, that is Jobman’s wife, did
not speak at all in the story. Her vision
of the world was conveyed through
Jobman’ s sign | anguage. In the sto-

ry, the dunb nman who cannot

speak Is articulate and heroic. The
worman who can speak, nay as

wel | be dumb. Her husband’s dumnb-

ness had sil enced her too.

Men witers silence their wonen
characters. And when | was witing
this little piece, | found that the way
to describe a person who is robbed

of their powers of articulation, is
"emascul ate’ . How do you

"emascul ate’ a worman? But do you

know, | can’'t find another word In the
dictionary to descri be how you de-
prive a wonan of her powers, in the
way you say you enmmscul ate a

man. So, for the want of a better

word, | will say, men witers sone-
times ’'emascul ate’ wonen.

| want to use this as a sketch for

t he background of the past and the
revol ution that has taken plaoe. And
that kind of perception has

changed people. The fem nist revo-
[ution, the whole fem nist |Ideal, and
the way mlitant fem nists fought their
cause, has changed nmen them

selves. | fear it has changed sone

men too nuch.

VWhat has happened |s perhaps

like the old concept of the white Iib-
eral. When witing about black peo-
ple, he or she commtted, in his or her
conversion, an act of contrition. And
in that act of expiating his or her guiit.
tried to go out and create charac-

ters who were pure, unblem shed

wi thout fault whatsoever. And | think
that is one of the nost common



faults that nodern nen witers oom
mt today.

But | discovered, to ny horror that
this is not a new phenonenon. Fl au-
bert, a French witer. wote a book
cal | ed Madam Bouvi er, about 150

years ago. There is a scene that |
wonder has escaped the notice of
"femnist vigiiantes'. | believe there
are sone of them around

He describes a scene where a

nmal e character who is in pursuit of a
very beautiful Madam Bouvierl or-
ranges to neet her in a church. We",
he arrives in the church, waits and
waits, and she wants to pray, genu-
inely, for her sins, before she goes
out to commit some nore. She ac-
tually goes to confession as well. He
is inmpatient, and in the end, coerces
her Into | eaving the church

He hails a cab. one of those

hor se-drawn hansoms, with a hood

that hid the passengers conpletely.
He gets into the cab, and when the
driver asks where to, he says. '90.
go anywhere". The cab rides about
Paris, 0" through the night, with the
mani s instructions to 'go, go any-
where’, beconi ng hoarser and

nore frantic. At last, at six In the
norni ng, he orders the cab to stop,
and this is how Fl aubert descri bes
the scene: 'And the woman got out

wal ked with her veil down, w thout
tum ng her head.’

VWhat went on in the back of that

cab? A seduction, a frantic bout of

| ove- maki ng? Fl aubert does not ac-
tually say, he shrouds it in nystery. At
the end of it all, the woman gets out
of the cab, her veil down, her nys-
tery intact.

He pursues what to me is the "I U



slon of the fem nine nystique. First of
all, this woman. In that situation, had
no right to say, no, to the dom nant
man. And then, after he had

coerced her out of the church and

Into the cab, had no right to enjoy

the love-nmaking. No right to any-
thing, except silence. He is the one
who directs It all, to go anywhere.

Worren of today, | suppose, may
have said, 'nmy car or your car, ny
townshi p or your township?" | don't
know.

The point of the whole scene is,

here was a man descri bi ng what

may have been a beautiful |ove

scene, | don’'t know. But all you have
Is silence, with himdirecting the car-
riage, taking themall over Paris, by
saying, 90, go anywhere’. | won-

der if many witers today woul d

have had the courage to reverse

t hat whol e scene.

Muich more recently. Ayi Kwei Ar-

mah in The beautyfu/ ones are not

yet born, takes a woman character

to near nystical proportions. | want
to read very briefly a passage of his
descripti on of Manan, the heroin of
the story: 'I | ooked at Manan, the
light was not very strong. But i could
see clearly that she was smling. And
the way she | ooked made ne un-
derstand that all the time, | had nev-
er really | ooked at the wonman, Ma-
nan." Understand that, he had never
really | ooked at the wonan, Mnan

VWhat did he see her as before?

"Ch, | had | ooked at her with ny

eyes and seen i nages, and thought
nothing. And that is a dead way of
seeing things. i have known since the
first evening on shore, we all knew
that Manan was one of the nost
beautiful wonmen, but the way it

cane to ne again that night was
different fromany other tine."

He then goes on to describe her
beauty, likening it to the sea, |ikening
it to the nountains, likening it to his
own aspirations in the situation he
was in. But the closing of that para-
graph, to nme, is absolutely astonish-
i ng.

This is what he says: '| would have
said something to Manan if the things
to say had not been so heavy. But

even then | was sure she under

stood. And she had under st ood

I ong before | had ever seen enough

to ask her forgiveness, and that she
had forgiven ne, as much as it was
possi ble for the suffering to forgive
those who only remain to suffer for
themto see their distress."

It Is an act of such absolute and
pure contrittion that | wonder Ayi
Kwei Armah never becanme a saint.

O other witers, sone of them!|
admire and sonme not. M I an Kunde-

ra. a witer from Eastern Europe, who,



apart fromhis politics, which sone-
times tends to be paranoic, also
wites very beautifully. However, in
hi s book, 7779 Unbearabl e Li ghtness

of Being. (I saw the novie, The Un-
bear abl e Li ght ness of Being.

woul dn’t call it pornography, but I
woul d say the Image of women is

turned into what I would call sensuali -
ty taken beyond the point where

you wonder if It |Is sensuality or por-
nogr aphy.)

But this is what he says, it is after the
worman, Theresa, has made | ove to

a man she just net for the first tine,
and this is how he describes it:
"During her next visit to the sauna she
stood before the mirror again. And

| ooki ng at herself, reviewed the

scene of physical |ove that had tak-

en place in the engineers’ flat. It was
not her |over she renenbered, in

fact she woul d have been hard- put

to describe himat all. She nay not
even have noticed what he | ooked

i ke naked. What she did renenber,

and what she now observed,

aroused in the mrror, was her own
body The man was nerely an ex-

traneous and physi cal necessity, like
a mechani cal aid? He may as wel |

not have been there.

Garcia Marquez, in his |ast novel;

Love in the tinme of Cholera, which is
a very funny book, and | think pokes
fun at all the holy inages in literature,
goes so far as to declare nmen re-
dundant, and even says that worn-

en are only happy when they be-

comre w dows

| want to read the passage to

you. This is what he says about wi d-
ows: "In the restorative idleness of
solitude on the other hand! the w d-
ow has di scovered that the honour-

able way to live was at the bodyts

bi ddi ng, eating only when one was
hungry, loving without lies, sleeping
wi t hout having to feign sleep in order
to escape the indecency of officia

| ove, possessed, at l|last, of the right
to an entire bed to thensel ves.

where no-one taught themfor half

of the sheet, half of the air they
breathe, half of the night, until their
bodi es were satisfied with dream ng
their own dreanms and they woke

al one.’
There Is a world without nmen, it Is
beautiful, It is free. They don't even

have to fight for the sheets.

VWhat does this say about the way

men wite about wonen or the way

they shoul d and should not wite. In
the end I think | would agree with Na-
di ne, nen nust overcone their un-
doubt ed i gnorance about wonen

and the way they try to portray them
somet i nes.

Yes, It Is full of stereotyping. Not
only this, it paints them as negati ve.



But there are al so the ones that paint
them as so positive that they be-

conme unbel i evabl e.

We should attenpt to infuse our
characterisations of wonen with the
integrity that is demanded of al
characterisations. If | wite of a poe
liceman, a policeman is not purely

an animated being in a white skin

and wearing a cap. He al so has ot h-

er attributes, however negative or
positive they may be. He has sone

human att Tibutes and | think It is right
of me to explore them So do wom

en.

W al so have to beware of not

bei ng stanpeded, (I don’t know If it

is mlitant fenmi nismthat has done
that, or nerely our own contrition)
into worshipful and totally untrue vi-
sions of pure and unbl em shed

womnen.

| want to pose the final question
which | haven’t witten down in case
sone one wants to use it agai nst ne
some day Let me ask you the ques-

tion of what would happen if a witer, |
a hypothetical witer, wote a nove
about the wife of one of the |eaders

of the liberation novenent abroad

She is a wonan who shares the ab-
solute vision of the revolution - that
you eat, breathe, live the revol ution
fromnorning to night. And she falls in
love with a very young cadre who is
sent to guard her, not only out of |ust,
but because she genuinely fell in

love with this man. Her husband is |
never there, has never even thought

of asking her, 'well what do you think
of about ny role in the revolution', or
even bothering to find out if she has
arole.

First of all I’"msure that the revol u-
tion woul d condemm her absol utely.

But what would the revolution do to
that poor witer?



Nadi ne Gordi mer responds to a question after papers presented on "l mges of wonen in lite

rature".

O hers, fromleft to right , are Cherry Clayton (chairing the session),

ni Soobr ayan.

Dl SCUSSI ON

BEAUTY COVPETI TI ONS

Asked her opinion of wonen pa-

rading to win beauty contests, Soo-
brayan said she was totally against
this and woul dn’t support the |dea of
nen doing it either.

| DEALI SI NG MOTHERS

Questioned about the issue of

not hers being idealised, Gordinmer
sai d she was aware of what she

call ed the extended nother system
She said she had been stating a fact
that in nmany African books the noth-
er is ldealised, whereas In many
books witten I n Europe and Ameri -

ca, the nother is vilified.

"l can’'t explain why this is,’ she
said. 'It nust, of course be some-
thing In the society. There is always
something In the structure of society
that forns the pattern of human rel a-
ti onshi ps.

"Perhaps the ldealisation of the
nother In African society has sone-
thing to do with the total human or-
der of African society.’

On witing about woren, a mem

ber of the audience said, "It witers
want to wite about our wonen, our
sisters in the struggle, they should not
patroni se them they should not try to
make goddesses of sonething that

is not a goddess. |'mjust saying that
we nust be sober when we wite

about our wonen.

"I't there is a woman in Inkatha and
she |Is doing harm siash this wonan.
If there is a wonan in the progres-
sive novenent who is doing well,

| ook at her for her actions and char-
acter.’

FEM NI ST VI G LANTES

A speaker fromthe audi ence

said that wonen organi si ng wonen

In Natai were attacked by their nale
col | eagues and call ed "radica
femnnists or fem nist radicals’ . She
said wonen felt very threatened by
this and wanted to know nore

about fem nismin SA

She asked Dangor to explain

what he had nmeant by the term

"fem nist vigilantes’, ’'so that when
go back to Natai, where we as

worren are trying to solve our prob-
lems, to fight this inferiority conplex
amongst the wonen, trying to make
worren nore confident in what they

are doing and saying, i will be able
to tackle this term.

Dangor said he had not been re-
ferring to "I nkatha's kind of vigilant-
ism, but to Western fem nism

"whose primary concern was not, for
exanpl e, the liberation of wonen
within the national l|iberation of al
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peopl e, but the liberation of wonen
in a very narrow sense’

"It is alnost the kind of vigilance
that demands that wonen trave

around, read books, | ook for things
inliterature that they perceive to be
of fensive to wonen and try to have

it excised.’

He said this shouldn’t be confused
with wonen’s struggle in SA

iVWnmen in this country are struggling
for their own freedomw thin the pa-
triarchal society in which they live
and they are also tighting for nation-
al liberation together with their male
brot hers.’

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

Replying to a question froma

Fedtraw nenber about what couid

be done to make wonen aware of

the oppressive nature of newspa-

pers, Soobrayan said wonen need

to deci de on and define their own

i mages.

"The kind of image that the nedia
projects is one that is very easily

Ki



adopted by people. It's very at-
tractive, the answers are all there. it
tells you howto be smart, dynan c
and confident. Therefore it’s very
easily Internallsed and adopted by
worren. But to renpve this Is a very
difficult task."

As an exampl e of what could be

done, she said NOWs media group

was produci ng panphl ets, booklets
and I nformation bookl ets. Wnmen
wite the articles and al so consl der
the i mges and pictures used, and
how t hese portray womren.

She suggested that Fedtraw

coul d specifically address how they
took up the Issue.

ORGANI SI NG

WOMEN | N TOWN

Asking Tlali’s advice on the Issue

of organising black and white wom
en, a speaker said many bl ack

worren were staying I n Johannes-

burg and In other areas in the cities.
These wonen faced many prob-

| ens, including crowded roons and
hi gh rentals and needed to be or-
gani sed. There was al ready a non-
raclal wonmen’s group In town and it

i ntended to organi se further, she

sai d.

"l was asked about the so-called
grey areas where you find bl acks

and whites living together side by
side and being affected by the ex-
ploitation of the landlords in a simlar
manner) said Tlali. "Wat do you do
about this?

"Even here, if you exam ne the un-
derlying facts behind the exploita-
tion, the people who are stung nuch
nore are the blacks. Because as a

bl ack, as a worker, you still earn | ow
er wages than your white neigh-

bour .’

"Whites formthe elite, the O ass of
peopl e who nmake | aws for others.

They have the vote so they are part-
Iy responsible for the status quo.
Therefore they have to do some-

thing to conscientise their own peo-
ple, their own whites, not to vote Into
power structures |like apartheid
which is going to exploit other human
bei ngs.’

RACI AL LANGUAGE

A menmber of the audience

made an | npassl oned pl ea agai nst

the use of racial |anguage. '| detest
being called a coloured. i detest it
with all the heat in ny body. And |
don’t accept there is a col oured
race here... In our pursuance to
clean up apartheid we nust al so

cl ean up the | anguage we use,’ he

sai d.

Responding to the point, Tlali said,
"We are faced with the probl em of
classification according to race. But
we cannot run away fromthe fact

that the laws are racial and that we



have to fight racial laws in this coun-
try.’

HEALTHY RELATI ONS

A menber of the audi ence

asked how nornmal and healthy rel a-
tions between men and wonen

coul d be devel oped.

"it’s very sinmple to say, but not so
simple to do,’” said Cordimer, ’'and
that is to regard each other all as hu-
nman bei ngs.

"Men have to start regarding

worren as full human beings |ike
thensel ves. But this process doesn’t
end there. Indeed, it’s only a very
small part of it. W have to regard al
of us as people, fighting oppression
t oget her.

"W have to consider that the

| aws separate us and we have to

get rid of these | aws before we can
be fully human

"But psychol ogically i dont think

we shoul d accept (racial |aws) any
nore t han woren shoul d accept

that they are |l ess human I n the eyes
of men.’

Gor di mer added that nany white

women were an obstacle to

change.

"They are, | think, what they are,
chiefly because of capitalism They
are privileged, in a very specia

way, through capitalism And they

are so beguiled by their privileges
that it is very difficult to get themto
under stand what they are doi ng.

They are al so protected by their

men from understanding this. They

do not understand the dangers of

this protection," she said.

RAI SI NG CHI LDREN

Tlali said neetings of the African
Witers Association consisted mainly
of young nmen. '1 usually ask them
where are your slsters, your nothers
and your aunts? And they usually

say, they are busy cooking, they

want to stay at honme to cook and

so on.

"The thing Is that we the nothers

rai se our children, the boys and the
girls, differently. W are not w thout
guilt as far as this is concerned.
"Young people should learn to

raise their children the same - if the
girls do the dishes, the boys shoul d
al so do the dishes, sweep the fl oor
and so on. These tasks shoul d be
taken by all of us, irrespective of our
sex. |If we start that, perhaps our psy-
chol ogi cal make up will come right,
and we shall be able to regard

peopl e as real people and not Just

as sex objects.’

SEXUAL DI FFERENCES AND

GENDER OPPRESSI ON

Soobrayan said there was a

need to distinguish between sexua

di fferences and gender oppres-

si on.



" Sexual differences are biologi-

cal differences and we are not say-
ing we need to do anything about

that. We are addressi ng gender op-
pression, and this is the oppression of
worren as men oppress them and

as wonen oppress thensel ves.

"We rmust al so be aware of the

fact that nmen al so oppress them

sel ves, and so too, wonen oppress
nmen. Gender oppressi on works both
ways.

"One sinple exanple: nmen do

not allow thenselves to cry, irre-
spective of whether they want to or
not. It’s seen as a sign of weakness.
And women too make conments |f

a man cries. 80 wonen too are re-
sponsi bl e for this kind of oppression
"It each one of us is aware of

these things in practice. then we are
novi ng towards a nore human rel a-

ti onshl pf

A speaker fromthe floor enpha-

sised the need for people to fight to
overcome the problenms. ' Wen

see bl ack guys or block people In
general, claimng that they are op-
pressed and drinking thenselves to
death, | have big problens, | get
very allergic. And when women al -

| ow t hensel ves to be used In the

way that we saw in those adverts,
then they are also to be bl aned.



"We can’t just point fingers at the
men. W have to tight as well. Wen
we | eave this place we shoul d

nmake sure that we do sonething

about it.’

CLOSURE

Roundi ng of f the discussion, Tlal

sai d the conference had made her

much nore enthusiastic and deter-
mned to keep to her pen, and said
this should be the aimof all present.
"l would like to see nmore and

nore books from young people,’

she said. 'I amvery happy to see so
many of us who are prepared to

| eave the jollity of the weekend be-
hind to come and di scuss creative
writing.

"l hope this kind of spirit will persist,
and that because of it we shall grow
in our mnds and in our perception

Let us wite. Let us create.’

Dangor thanked the panelists for

their excellent contributions, saying
Cosaw hadn’t realised how vast the
subj ect of the conference was and

how rewarding it would be

"From the Cosaw point of view

we need to stress again, and rede-

di cate ourselves to our declaration
whi ch i s based on one cardinal and
central principle, and that is the prin-
ciple of a non-racial, united and
denocratic South Africa.

"We do not see oursel ves apart
fromour conmmunities. W see our-
selves as cultural workers In the ser-
vi ce of those conmuniti es.

Referring to earlier discussions, he
said that racial ternms should increas-
ingly be purged from peopl e’ s think-
ing, 'psychologically at |east, so that
we can go forward to a new South

Africa.

"This new South Africa will be

based upon the conradeship of a
conmon humanity. There will still be

all kinds of obstacles and differenc-
es, but primarily the only other obsta-
cle to fight and eradicate will be ex-
pl oi tati on and poverty.’

Before delivering his final poemto
the conference, Mzwakhe Moul

congratul ated the conference or-

gani sers, 'in particular for honouring
our nothers and women in general
inline with the UN decade of the
womnen.

"I want to believe that gradually,

step by step, our people, those who
Peopl e’ s poet Mzwakhe Mouli delivers his poetry
are sexists, who think wonen bel ong

in the kitchen or in another place, wll
actually begin to respect them as

human bei ngs.’

He quoted fromthe | ast speech

in Cradock, made by the late Vic-

toria Mkenge, who was gunned

down in Durban: 'Whnen's place is

no | onger in the kitchen, because in
the kitchen there is no longer food to



cook. 80 therefore she has to go out
and tight al ongside her menfol ks’
EDUCATI ON HI JACK

by Mzwakhe Moul

in 1963 Dr Verwoerd

In.i% Dr Esselen

i ntroduced Bantu education

and this was the brainchild

of the reginme in power

di sgui sed t hrough these

phi | osophers

in ternms of toxicology

the science of poison

this system was poi sonous

Like "F diet for Africans in prison
this systemwas for Africans only
Count | ess peopl e have passed

away

Young and ol d alike, incarcerated
Torment ed and nachi ne- gunned

all against this system

In favour of a denpcratic system
New | abel s and new nanes,

do not renove the poison

Li ke an airplane hijack

drama took pl ace

m nds of millions held captive

in a well orchestrated m ssion

m nds kept in subjugation

i ke hostages on guard

The hijackers demanded separate
educat i on

Barbed wire education for Africans
And superior education for whites
Hewers of wood and drawers of

wat er

i s what the bantu shoul d become
decl ared Verwoerd,

the chief commander of the hijack
The m ssion hijack codenaned

The Doors of Education and Culture
Operation hijack

Headed by both Essel en and Ver -
woer d

bot h as conmander s-i n-chi ef

i ntroduced a special injection
cal l ed psychol ogi cal academ c
pobon

Talk to me no nore

You makers of this system

talk to ne no nore

You architects of this phil osophy
apartheid the phil osophy of fear
talk to ne no nore

you designers of this acadenic hol -
ocaust

talk to ne no nore

Yes, talk to ne

about the Education Charter
Canpai gn

Yes, talk to ne

about the people’ s education

for all.









