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No-confidence debate

by Brian Pottinger 1
CAPE TOWN — The Prime Minister, Mr P. W.

_Botha, has begun his reply to the no-confidence

motion submitted by the official Opposition by
laying heavy emphasis on party unity. el

concentrate heavily on the

alleged failure of the PFP"

to involve themselves in
the constitutional debate
through the President’s
Council 1

In the few minutes be-
fore the Parliament ad-
na said attempts by the
s n and its newss
- - papers to create a split
within the National Party
,wo}t;led be ft;aile. ‘
claimed there were
y\\e s

-~ PF

Own Correspondent
THE Progressive. Federal
Party has raised doubts
about the importance . of
the impartiality of the
United Nations General
Assembly in the negotia-
tions over SWA/Namibia.
_ In the fullest Opposition
gtatement yet on the Ge-
neva talks, Mr Derrick de
Villiers, chief spokesman
on foreign affairs, said
- that if impartiality of the

.ofwopinian

v ele Weane
raises doubts ab

| value of UN’s Swapo lbias

Ny W

no differences in principle
within his party although
there might be diﬁerena;as

e

ministrative issues.
Mr Botha characterised
the attitude of the Leader
of the Opposition towards
himself as “he loves me, he
loves me not, It is diffi-
cult to know if he is satis-
fied with me as Prime

' Minister or not.” 5
In reply to two ques-

tions raised by the Opposi-
tion Leader, Dr F. van Zyl

Slabbert, Mr Botha said: .

E: %
General Assembly were to
be a pre-condition to
settlement in SWA/Nami-
bia all the efforts gone
into past negotiations were
fruitless.
Speaking during the no-
confidence debate in Par-

liament last night' Mr de

Villiers said there was
little prospect of the
General Assembly’s atti-
tude changing in the fore-
seeable future.
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“The referendum men-
tioned by him at a recent
speech in  Ladysmith
would only be called if

- 'theré was a suggestion

from the President’s Coun-

: Rt . -¢il radieally different from
Tve Naka) AR € e A eSdayy ot radically different from
5 MRN8

‘denie

National Party.

“Such a referendum
would be held if the con-
gresses . of the National
Party had had a chance to
Adiscuss the issue and had
-accepted the change of
principle implied. :

.~ “The official Opposition,

and not himself, should be
answering the question of
whom was ‘stalking him
with a dagger waiting to
wound him in the back, as
he recently claimed at a
speech in Ladysmith.

Mr Botha said Mr Slab=
bert and his “friends”

‘meaning the Rand Daily

‘Mail newspaper, knew
whom it was that had

given completely = false

.information to the news-
.paper about his alleged

. involvement in. altering
the Erasmus Commission’s
findings.

He chargéd the Rand
Daily Mail with having

made a fool of itself by
publishing the story with-
out ascertaining the facts
and without doing him the
courtesy of first trying to
get his statement.

In reply to questions
from the Opposition he
re-affirmed that the per-
_son responsible, was not a
~member of the National
. Party but would not reply
if '‘he was -a former

g én&n::t‘%\\&e-(\ N,
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“In the two years of dis-

cussion preceding Geneva |

the sensible course was
. taken to by-pass it or neu-

tralise it and try to trans- .
act a just settlement of *

the Namibean dispute in
other bodies and places.”

“The bias of the Gen-
. eral "Assembly  could not
= be the determining factor
.~ im  negotiations. - That
:{ would give to the Assembly
_ 4 dominant authority it

" neither has nor deserves.
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_ Cape Town.)

“The framework of the -
agreement reached had
bee_n achieved through the
patient efforts of the Wes. |

tern  members of the .

~ cil ‘while in
the administration of -the
elections  the  General
Assembly, . the Trustee-
ship Council and the
Council' for Namibia had

no assigned role.

“For Mr Mudge to ask .
Mr Urquhart to repudiate
at Geneva the General
Assembly’s 1976 resolution
on »thev status of Swapo
rvlvas t_smnply to force a

€gative reaction,” Mr de
Villmrs said.’

. Mr de Villiers also chal-
lenged the arguments that
an _anti,cipatgd‘ danger of
the elg‘ctions would be the
installation of a terrorist
regime in Windhoek.,
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