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who have not reached the status of an assimiladoanever to use

his own ianguage and to live in an entirely European style nâ\200\224 Even then

this aspirant may not use the pubiic facilities reserved for

 

whites, does not get emhioyment on the same levei as whites and

any professional work he manages to do is strictly iimited.

Apart

from the other failings of the system, its final condemnation is

that very few Africans have been affected.

Out of a popuiation

of over seven mi11ion, there are in Mozambique less than five

thousand assimiiados.

 

Portugai itseif is a poor and backward country, with

an area a fraction of that of Mozambique.

She has scarcely any

minerai resources, a shortage of cuitivable land, her per capita

income is perhaps the smaiiest in EurOpe.

Slave labor in Africa

is essential to her weii-being; complete expioitation of her

African colonies is seen as the oniy means of maintaining her

â\200\235prestige" and the high standard of 1iving of her ruling ciass.

Portugai sends her poor and unemployed to work in Africaa re-

warding them with 13nd.

She is thus buiiding up a strong ciass

of industrialn white workers in these territories.

Having brutaliy crushed resistance to poiiticai Control

in Mozambique, the Portuguese handed over to the Catholic Church

the responsibiiity for the "pacificatien" of the people and then

distributed its nature} ressurces L0 the various economic

interests anxious LU exuiore enï¬\201 ehpioit them.

Large LIaULb UT

Tend were ieased to foreign companies, which, in addition to

acquiring rights over the resources, were ailowed to control



-5-

FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY, COURAGE and FREE PEOPLES.

Suddenly, these

same words were being huried at them from distant parts of

their "empires."

Pan-African movements were under way.

’workers

federations were being formed, and the Eoyptians were causing

the British so many headaches that in the finai "ciean-up" of

the war, they were afraid to turn their backs on Egyptian

regiments in their own army.

Faced with tremendous pressures from international

bodies and from their far-fiung coiohies, most coioniai powers

began conceding some rights of seif-determination to peopies

under their control.

They agreed to consider certain steps

towards independence and began talking about democratic forms

of government.

Not so Portugal.

That government stoutiy prociaimed that

her African territories did not need â\200\235independenceâ\200\235 since they

were an integrai part of Portugai, which â\200\234piaces on paraiiei

lines the interests of EurOpeans as icndcrs in the transforma-

tion of backward regions and the interests of the natives as

a mass prepared te become part of a future civiiizcd peopia "

In 1923: this poiicy of â\200\234equalityâ\200\235 and "assimilation"

was so convincingiy expiained to H.E.B. DuBois that, for a

short time, he was compietoiy deceived.

That year an organiza˜

tion of African and muiatto students of Lisbon had participated

in the Third Pan-African Cehgress which met in London.

Before
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he obtained the Ph.D. degree from Northwestern: then came his

great onportunity.

The United Nations named him to the Economic

Commission for Africa to do research in African urbanism.

In this capacity he came to know African ambassadors,

statesmen and nationalist 1eaders with whom he compared notes

and experiences: he broadened his knowledge and grew in under-

standing.

And in 1961, with his bride, he was able to take his

leave in Mozambique.

Though traveiing on a U.h. passport?

this was a risky undertaking, for alreaï¬\201y Eduardo Mondiane was

a â\200\234marked man.â\200\234

But though the poiice dogged his steps and

harassed his movements, the Mondianes traveied over much of the

country and were enthusiasticaiiy received by the native peopies.

What he saw and heard during that trip, plus the eagerness with

which his people fiockeï¬\202 about him? burned deep into his heart.

He left the country reluctantiy.

Not long after returning to the United States; Dr.

Mondiane aecepted the appointment at Syracuse University and was

a founding member of the Program of Eastern African Studies.

Syracuse University’s creation of the Eduardo C. Mondiane Hemoriai

Fund? your gathering today to remember and honor a former coiieagueg

your resolution to increase efforts to soive the probiems to which

this scholar dedicated himselfa bear witness to his 1ife and work

here.

Yet, his time at this University was short.

For now

his mind was on fire with ideas of organizing a movement to
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information, of discussions and of drawing up resoiutions,

petitions and pleas which were presented to international

bodies.

But by 1945 the Panâ\200\224African movement had reached a

new and more mature stage.

Hith representation from the African

Raiiway Empioyess Union, the Trade Unions of Nigeria and Sierra

Leone: the Pan˜hfrican Federation of workers in Europe, representa-

tives from Tanganyika, and South Africa, the tone of the Congress

was more positive and even militant.

Its Declaration to Coioniai Workers} Farmers and

Inteiiectuaiss

,

"Ne affirm the right of a1] Coienial Peoples to contra]

their own destiny.

A11 coionies must be free from foreign

imperialist centre], whether poiitica] or economic. .

. We say

to the peopies of the Coionies that they must fight for these ends

by all means at their disposal."

From this 1945 Congress, representatives returned to

their countries fired with the ideas and aSpiration of Pan-

Africanism which noh began fermenting in its naturai habitat.

Among those who went back were Jomo Kenyatta, who began the

struggle for independence in Kenya and Kwame Nkrumah, whoc after

a long absenceg returnee to Ghana.a then known as the 801d Coast.

â\200\234Liberation of Africaâ\200\234 and â\200\235De eiopment of Africa for Africans

and not mereiy fer the profit of Europeansâ\200\235 were slogans which

were sounded throughout the continent.



-12-

were a1ways muffled and sad.

The boy thought on these things;

he had heard the tired bitterness in the 01d ones’ voices when

they spoke and his own heart was heavy.

He te115 us that the fact that he went to school at

all, "I owe to the far˜sightedness of my mother, who was my

father’s third and 1ast wife, and a woman of considerabie characâ\200\224

ter and inteiligence."

"Bush schoo]s" was what the Portuguese calied them,

Speaking contemptuousiy of these efforts of some few valiant

missionaries.

But to many African mothers these schoois brought

a ray of hope, since they provided a possibie â\200\234way throughâ\200\234 for

their sons, whose traditiona] futures had been so drastica11y

cut off.

From the time he was ten years old, young Eduardo worked

and studied at Swiss Presbyterian bush schoois.

He listened and

iearned and read everything that came to his hands.

Part of

this time he lived in the home of a Swiss missionary, who ap-

preciated the boy’s exceptionai capacity.

Meanwhile, the Second

Norid War was fought and won for â\200\235Free Peoples."

Eduardo was in

high schooi when in 1945 the Pan-hfrican Congress met in Man-

chester? Engiand, and ignited the torches of 1iberation which

were carried from that Congvess into the remotist parts of Africa.

Until that time the work of the Panwhfrican Congress

had emphasized the importance of â\200\235coming together," of disseminating



EDUARDO CHIVAMBO MONDLANE:

HIS CONTRIBUTION TO RESOLUTION AND EVOLUTION

By

Shirley Graham DuBois

He was a man of peace, a man of strength and a giant

intellect.

He was an African patriot, a leader of his peopie,

who served them always, unmindfu] of himself; of dangers - seeking

no reward save that final accolade:

"well done!"

He waiked this

I earth with dignitya unbowed by adverse blasts, his spirit free and

unfettered, proud of his peopie and his land, his eyes were

1ifted to a vision which pushed back horizons of time and place

and unfoided the "immortal years of God."

He died in the cause of

freedom.

January, 1969.

The piece, Khartoum, Repubiic of Sudan.

From a1] parts of Africa we had gathered there for a conference.

Simiiar to, yet very different from the Pan-African Congresses

called together by w.E.B. DuBois and others, in Europe, beginning

in 1900.

Those meetings assembled for the purpose of bringing

into closer touch the peoples of Africa and of African descent

throughout the worid.

They exchanged information and sought ways

Vand means te free the ensiaved continent from the chains which

bound her.

They appeaied to the â\200\235eniightenedâ\200\235 world for underâ\200\224

Standing, drew up countless statements and resoiutions to place

before every international body -- the first going to the Versaiiie
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I recaii Dr. Mondiane as he taiked with us in

smaii groups.

Relaxed, geniai, cordiaia he listened, weighed

and considered before offering his opinion on any question

raised.

Never dictatoriaiiyg aiways earnestiy, with sound

iogica out of his own varied experiences and broad knowledge}

he counseliad those who sought his advice.

He was a briiiiant

conversationaiist, was endowed with a fine sense of humor;

his deep laughter was contagious.

Later that months I served on a pane] of which he

was Moderator at an Arab Conference in Cairo.

Our panei had

to wrestle with the probiem of seif-determination for the

Paiestinian people.

It was Dr. Hondiane whose Skiiifu] handling

of this question brought forth the resolution unanimousiy adopted

in the finai session of the Arab Conference.

Three weeks iater he was assassinated - killed

in-

stantiy by a bomb hidden in a package of books.

Why?

The answer is ciear.

Eduardo Chivambo Mondiane, in

the forty-nihe years of his dynamic iife, had become a very

reai threat to Portugai’s powar and expioitation of Africa.

By organizing resistanra to Portuqai he came into conflict

with ail neo-coioniaiist designs.

Under his xeadership, the

peopie of Mozambique were ciaiming their land.

They were
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This is the land in which Eduardo Chivambo Mondiane

was born

en the 20th of June, 1920 -- three years before the

Portuguese officials in Lisbon were explaining to the Pan-African

Congress the advantages enjoyed by Africans born in their "over-

seas provinces."

He says of himseif, "Like most Mozambique children, i

began iife in a village, and until the age of ten I spent my

days herding the famiiy iivestock with my brothers and absorbing

the traditions of my tribe and famiiy.â\200\235

Gaza district in southern Mozambique was a burnt-out,

depopuiated area.

The bare maintenance of life was difficult for

its peopie.

One can see this 1ittie black boy, his bare feet

kicking up the dusts guiding his few goats and sheep into the best

possibie pastures, and then. finding a shrub or knotty tree under

which he could sit, protected

from the sun.

There was iittie

attractive in the iandscape, but as he 1ay backa looking up at

clouds moving siowiy across the biue sky, he could think.

He

recaiied the stories he had heard when the fathers of the viliage

assembled in the evenings.

The boy heard them talking of the

"01d days" -- days of piehty when the people came together for

feasting -Â» of how the hunters came in with much meat -- of singâ\200\224

ing and dancing, when the drums were happy and gay.

He heard about

how his grandfather, a Big Chiefs had led the peopie against

strange enemies who had come from "outside" -- how these evil

ones had kiiied many, and burned their viiiage.

Now the drums
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Thus it was that when Eduardo Mondiane manaoed to

obtain the hatricuiation Certificate of the Joint Matriculation

Board of South hfrica, which aiiowed him to study at the Jan H.

Hofmeyr Schooi of Socia] Studies in Johannesburg, the African

Congress of native peopies had been formed in South Africa and

biack peeple there were shouting â\200\235Free - dom!"

It was inevitabie that Eduardo Chivambo Mondiane

responded to these activities.

Above the traffic of Johannes-

burg streets, he heard the beating of his viiiage drums.

He

remembered!

He remembered!

But he persevered in his studies and

had reached Witwatersrand University in South Africa when, with

other students, he formed a student resistance oroanization.

"In 1949 the secondary schooi pupils, 1ed by some

who had been to South Africa to study, formed the Nucieo
dos Estudantes hfricanos de Wocambique (NESAH) which was
linked to the Centre Associative dos Negros de Mocambique,
and which simiiarly under cover of social and culturai
activities, conducted among the youth a poiiticai cam˜
paign to spread the idea of nationa] independence and
encourage resistance to the cultural subjection which
the Portuguese imposed.
kept a close watch on the movement.
the students returned from South Africa who had founded
NESAM, was arrested and questioned at some length about
our activities."

From the first, the police

I, myseif, as one of

The Struggle for Mozambique,
Eduardh hondlane:
Chapter 59 page 113. 

The youno man had by this time attained the status of an

assimiiado.

But it toek the combined efforts of his teachers,

 

pius his own stubborn appiication, to get him admitted to Lisbon

University in Portuoai.

In the finai analysis, it appeared that
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It was Dr. Mondlane, speaking from the pTatform on

Mozambique, who inspired that gathering with courage and hone.

To many of us? Mozambique had been an obscure part of "Portuauese

Africa" -- isoTated from the struggTes towards independence --

a Tand so tightly held by the Portuguese that other Europeans

were qeneraTTy excluded.

But here was the leader of the Mozambique

Liberation Front teTTing of a movement which was wiping out tribaT

differences and wering a battered populace together in a united

front of action.

He ton of victories won? of sections already

wrested from the Portuguese, of the successfuT trainino of men

and women.

I quote Dr. HondTane’s words as they were Tater

published-

War was forced on us.

â\200\234we do not choose war as our path to national
Since.

independence.
we have no choice, it is worth recognizing
and trying to exploit the constructive es-
pects of armed strquTe. .
. Liberation is
to us not simpTy a matter of expeTTina the
Portuguese: it means reorganizing the life
of the country and setting it on the road
to sound nationaT deveTopment.

"One thing is certain:
turned back.
place in the north cannot be reversed: and even
in the south? where we are not physicaTTy
fightinqs the myth of Portuquese strength

The changes that have taken

the cTock cannot be

been destroyed.

The very fact that in

over a fifth of the country the coToniaT state
has been eTiminated, hes aTready radically
changed prospects for the whole of Mozambique
and perhaps even in the Tong run for the whoTe
of Southern Africa â\200\234

Eduardo Mondlane:
fgr Hozembique, Chapter 10,
pade 2219 Penguin African Library,
1969.
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Peace Conference which met to draw up p1ans for continua]

peace after World War 1.

"Peace," dec1ared the Pan-African

Congress, "cannot be attained so long as Justice is denied

vast numbers of the peoples in this world."

Until 1958, imperialist and colonia1 powers preÂ»

vented any such gathering on the continent of Africa.

But, when

in 1958 I attended the first A11˜African PeopIes Conference in

Accra, designated by the then Prime Minister, Kwame Nkrumah

as the Sixth Pan-African Congressg it seemed that this broad

and diversified assembIage was spear-heading the triumphant

liberation of our continent.

To Accra had come representatives

from every region Â«w across the deserts and p1ains from-the

Indian Ocean, and the Red Sea to the Atlantic Ocean.

There

were underground fighters from South Africa, and Patrice Lumumba

came from the Congo.

He rejoiced that the new Africa was tru1y

"0n the march."

But, e1even years later, the Khartoum A11 African

Conference had to review a decade of frustrations, Setebacks

and coup dâ\200\231etats.

 

The Nigerian fratricide war was ragingr

the British Government had abandoned the people of Rhodesia to

the fascist regime of Ian Smiths African territory was occupied

by enemies

and African cities were being bombed.

Most of the

de1eqates who came to Khartoum were discouraged and disheartened

The way ahead seemed too long and difficu1t.
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the Portuguese assumed that this additional "priviiege" would

so separate the esnirations of this "nativeâ\200\235 from his own peeple

that he wouid be satisfied with his personal opportunities.

It

soon became evident, however, that Eduardo Mondlane 222.293.

separated himseif from his own peopie, and he was advised to try

to compiete his education in the United States.

I am giad he was accepted at Oberlin College.

Oberlin

is my school, and that fact gives me another link with this truly

great African patriot.

Oberiin is a smal] coiieqe in Ohio with

educational standards as high as its antiâ\200\224slaveny traditions are

Iona.

The college boasts that the basement of its sedate church

was one of the stations of the "underground raiiway" before and

during the Civil Wars and that here runaway siaves were hidden

and heipee on their way to Canada.

It aiso te1ls how in the

gaiiery of this same church the Fisk Jubilee Singers were first

introduced to a conference of ministers.

I know the weicome given

the young biack man from far-away Mozambique and I am sure the

warmth and cordiaiity which he found at Oberiin intensified his

efforts to find a peaceful seiution to the struggle in hozambique.

As aiways, Eduardo Mondiane worked while he studied.

While a graduate student at Northwestern University, he served as

a teaching assistant in the Departments of Sociology, hnthropoloqy

and Psychoiogy.

In 1954˜55 he teueht a course on hfrican Cuitures

at Reoseveit University, Chicago: and in 1960 he taught a course

on African AnthrOpoiohy at New Yerk University.

That same year



,10_

to the impoverisheds suffering "natives" to throw off such

repression?

Dr. MondTane himself has told us:

â\200\235The new phase of development in Mozambique has been

dominated by South Africa and the United States, although
â\200\230Great Britaing France and Japan have been important, and
smaTT western European countries? such as Belgium, Sweden
and SwitzerTand.
The extraction of minerals, processing
and manufacturing industries have taken precedence over
agriculture] production.
an important piece: American owned Guif OiT started pros-
pecting as early as 1953. .
of successfui strikes in Southern Mozambique. .
American company prospecting for severaT years is the Pan-
American International Oil Corporation. .

The search for eiT has taken

. The company made a number

. Another

â\200\234In 1967; prospecting rights were granted to three

new American companies -- Sunrey Mozambique OiT Company,
CTark Mozambique Oil Company and Skeliy Mozambique OiT
Company -- and a group of South African and French com-
panies. .
deposits has been attracting foreign funds. .
discoveries incTude copper, maTachite, gon and a new
vein of diamonds at Catuane on the South African border.

. In the Test two years, the discovery of meta]

. recent

"The Zambezi VaTTey scheme is the king˜pin of Portu˜

gai’s plan for development in Mozambique.
Vaiiey itseif is already one of the richest agricultural
areas, and recentTy a number of important minerals have
been discovered there.

The Zambezi

"The most important aspect of the plan is the con-

struction of a giant dam at Cabora Bassa.
joint project with South Africa, with considerebTe back-
ing from Western Europe and the Uniteï¬\202 States.

This is a

"In 1967 the Mozambique Cotton Institute announced

pians t0 settie 39250 famiTies in the Zambezi Vaiiey.
EmpToyment preference wiTT be given to Portuguese soidiers
who have compieted their service in Mozambique.

â\200\235The main beneficiary 0f the plan wiTT not be

Mozambique; but South Africa, the largest consumer of
power. .
gal and gives her an important stake in the future of



Mozambique.â\200\234

. The pian draws South Africa closer to Portu˜

Eduardo Mondiane:
The Struggle for
 Hozambique, Chapter 4.
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Iiberate Wozambique.

He had served as researcher, as teacher, as

dipIomat.

He had pIaced detailed information before commissions.

He had framed petitions and resolutions.

But the oppressor’s

heeI stiII ground his peopIe into the dust.

The worId stiII

turned a deaf ear to aII their cries.

AIIiance with South Africa

was bringing that fascist state nearer.

And so Eduardo Chivambe

MondIane, having attained his fuII stature, reached the decision

that he must return for positive and direct action to free his

beIeaguered Iand.

He was fuIIy prehared to do the job; he was knowledge-

able: he was dedicateÃ©.

In the wards of our poet, HaIt Whitman,

Eduardo couId say without sham or boasting:

When I give
I do not give words

or a IittIe charitya

When I give?

I give myseIf.

I am greatIy honored in having this opportunity to

make my centribution in aerpetuating the name of one who has done

so much in furthering the cause 9f freedom.

My sincere thanks to

Syracuse universitya and particuIarIy to the Program of Eastern

African Studies.

Ih this :ercmeny you not onIy share fond memories

and appreciation of a nobIe ï¬\202frican Patriotg but you aIso give

encouragement and hope to the hewoic Mozambique people who are

carrying on under the banner en which he inscribed the words:
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planting their feet firmly in the soil of their forefathers

and fighting off enslavers and deSpoilers.

In vain have the

colonial powers thought that with the death of this inspired

leader resistance in Mozambique would crumble -- that its

people would fall back into despair and apathy, that they

would submit because they saw themselves as helpless.

No!

The spirit, the determinationg the wisdom and

vision of Eduardo Mondlane lives on -- not only in Mozambique,

but throughout southern Africa and beyond.

His name is on the

lips of liberation forces whether they be in Namibia, Zimbabwe9

Azania or Palestine.

The struggle in Mozambique has now become

the symbol of what men and women are working for, are planning

for, and, if necessary, are dying for.

This is the Era of Liberation.

In spite of warheads

and cartels, in spite of intrigues, betrayal and coup d’etats,

 

the peoples of this earth -˜ whether they be in Africa, Asia,

the Middle East or South America m- are determined to throw

off oppressionE exploitation and aggression.

And it was Eduardo

Mondlane who placed his little-known country5 Mozambiquec in

the front ranks of this world-wide liberation battle.

He was of the generation which grew up into a world

already badly shaken by upheavals.

Particularly unexpected

was the aftermath of the two Hurld Wars on dark peoples.

During

the course of their fightingg hhites had Spoken eloquently about
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the close of the conference, this organization, known as

Liga hfricana, invited the Congress to hold a session in

Lisbon.

Dr. DuBois was surprised to 1earn that the Portuguese

Government not only knew that the invitation was being extended

but endorsed it.

hhensome time Iater the Pan-African Congress

did meet in Lisbon, a number of Portuguese officials attended,

appeared to approve of the demands voiced, and invited Dr. DuBois

in for extended discussions of their own "enlightened" po1icies.

These prociaimed poticies, indeeda had little relation

to Portuga1’s practices inside her African territories.

â\200\235Assimi-

lation" was supposed to mean official recognition of entry into

the Portuguese "community" so that an African who attained the

status of an assimi1aÂ§g_enjoyed a1] the privileges -- educationally,

 

professionally and socially -- of any Portuguese â\200\235citizen."

In

order to gain this status, an African must read. write and speak

Portuguese f1uent1y, must have sufficient means to support his

familyg must already have the education and habits to make him

socia11y acceptable to Portuguese society, and must be of good

conduct.

These requirementsg of course? demanded that the African

reach a higher 1eva1 of â\200\235civiiizationâ\200\234 than much of the white

popuIationi forty per cent of Portugal’s population is i11iterate

and many 1ack sufficient means to support themseives.

However,

after the African has thus proven himseif and his appiication

has been received and aeprovea by a11 administrative authorities,

after he has agreed to cut himseIf off from a11 fami1y and friends
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25th September, 1964 ˜â\200\224

In the name of a11 of you?

Mozambican Peop1e:
FRELIHO today solemnly proc1aims the Genera]
Armed Insurrection of the Mozambican People
aaainst Portuguese Colonialism for the attain-
ment of the complete independence of Mozambique.

LogicaIIy ˜- without haste ˜˜ thoughtfu11y -- Eduardo

Mond1ane made the transition from Reso1uti0n to Rev01utâ\202¬3n9 unti]

now the African poet Jorge Rebe1o can say:

.

.

. forge simp1e words

.
that even the children can understand
words which wiII enter every house
iike the wind
and fallÂ» iike reÃ© hot embers
on our peep1e’s seuIs.

Thanks to Eduardo Chivambo Hondlane,

In Our Iand
bu11ets are beginning t0 flower.

The End

Shir1ey Graham DuBois
February 10, 1971
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direct1y the lives of Africans living within the areas.

The slave trade had been the most profitab1e form of

commerce in Mozambique and persisted in various forms even after

traffic in s1aves was 1ega11y prohibited.

In 1899 a decree

was issued which smoothed the transition from slavery to â\200\234forced

labor."

This decree stated that "all natives of Portuguese

overseas provinces are ObTigated to obtain through works the

means to subsist and better their social condition."

In case

one failed to obtain such workg the government couId force

him into its.own service or into that of an individua] employer.

"Forced-Iabour," therefore, assured p1enty of "handsâ\200\235 on

Mozambique plantations but was found to be even more profitable

if exported to the mines of South Africa.

Here, then, are the main characteristics of Purtuguese

co1onia1ism:

a centra1ized net of authoritarian adminis+ration.

a firm a111ance with the Catholic Church?

armed repression of

native aspiration59

the use of fureign companies to exp1oit

natural resources: forced labor and extensive export of workers

to South Africa.

These methods heve not been carried out in secret.

Countless reports have been made to a11 internationaT bodies,

and from time to time Portuguese atrocities in Africa make

"wor1d news."

why, then: do they continue?

Why is Portuga1 not

condemned by the â\200\235family of nations"?

Why is it who11y 1eft


