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PO NTS FROM THE PRESS

24 JULY 1991

t nkat hagat e Scandal - Who is telling |ies?

JOHANNESBURG 24 July 1991

A hastily convened press conference called by the |nkatha Freedom

Party to clear its name over the secret state funding to the party.

yesterday left journalists with nore questions than answers.

Topnost anong t he unanswered questions asked by both | ocal and

foreign journalists who attended the conference in a plush Pretoria

." hotel was: who, between | nkatha and the Government. is |ying about the

state funds channelled to I nkatha through the security police.

The press conference, addressed by | FP officials. Susan Vos, Walter

Fel dgate and Musa Myeni, was presented with a "confession" by a M

Zakhete Khunmal o claimng to have been the only person in | nkatha. who

knew about, and handl ed the R250 000 tax payers’ noney channelled to

I nkat ha.

The secret funding was exposed by the Weekly Mi |l newspaper, which

al so, published a top secret menmorandum by a major in the security

police tothis superiors. who said, anong other things, that iFP

presi dent, Mangosut hu But hel ezi had expressed gratitude for the

fundi ng. Chief Buthelezi categorically and angrily deni ed any know edge
of the noney.

in a television interview which foll owed Chief Buthetezi’s denial of any .

"know edge about the funds, Law and Order Mnister. Adriaan V ok

conceded that senior officials of |nkatha had accounted for each and

every cent of the money. M Khumato was described as Chief Butheiezi’s

personal secretary.

Susan Vos reacted to Major Botha's allegations by accusi ng hi m of

"fabricating and trying to curry favours with his superiors.”

When chal | enged to expl ai n why they had not brought Khunalo to the

press conference so that he could be questioned by the journalists.

Feidgate angrily retorted: "we don’t want himhere.”
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After M Myeni had whi spered something into his ear. he cal med down
and said: "the man is no |longer with | nkatha. He has resigned and we
have no powers over him" ’
The |FP teamfailed to explain how only one person could have single
handedl y handl ed such a huge anmount of noney. "Do you want us to
bel i eve that Khumal o was the only signatory to this I nkatha accout?"
asked a journalist. "W don’t know, unless you are trying to suggest
somet hing el se,” Myeni said.
On the RL,5 mllion which Mnister VIok adnmitted had been channel |l ed
to the I nkatha trade union Uwmsa, Myeni rejected suggestions by
journalists that UWwsa was a governnment front using | nkatha col ours.
There is neither structural nor functional relationship between Umsa
and | nkat ha," Fel dgate chi pped in.
Myeni said, |like several organsations and political parties denmanding a
conmi ssion of inquiry into the scandal. "W are absolutely appall ed by
this and woul d be happy to see a commi ssion of inquiry being appointed
to look into this matter."
He reiterated Susan Vos's earlier statenent that |nkatha would refund
the CGovernment noney and that Khumal o had resigned with i medi at e
effect. following his "apol ogy"” to | FP presi dent Buthel ezi.
Denocratic Party | eader. Zac de Beer said Khumal o’s "confession"
sounded |i ke "an attenpt by soneone totake the blanme for the
scandal . "
M Mok told his interviewers that as far as he knew the police
- officer, a Major Botha, was an honourabl e man and he believed he was
telling the truth when he said Chief Buthelezi was grateful for the
noney.
The truth is still to come.
| nkat hagate - Police |Investigate Leak
The person suspected of stolen the top secret police docunments which
were | eaked to the Weekly Mail and the Guardi an newspaper in London is
a policeman from Durban where the docunents are m ssing from police
files
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The theft of the documents is being investigated by the police in Durban

and a docket will handed to the Attorney-General

Theft of secret docunments, arccoding to the police. would constitute a.

serious offence and m ght include charges of beaching the Protection

of Information Act.

The policenen suspected of |eaking the information to the press has

si nce di sappear ed.

Contradictory Statenment "irrel evant” says Pl k

The Foreign mnister M Pik Botha has dism ssed as irrelevent a
statenment that he nmade on June 13 at a press conference that the

government had never given noney to | nkatha.

On this day M Botha expressed objection to visiting Astralian about

Australia s "one sided and parti san funding of the ANC' saying this

would lead to violence if other groups feit left out.

In his statenent yesterday M Botha said that the inplication that the

government’s funding of | nkatha anpbunted to favoured treatnment of a

particular party to the exclusion of other parties displayed a "lack of

per spective"

"W nade no contribution to a political organisation. Inkatha at the

time was a cultural organisation. Even if |nkatha could be considered a
political organisation at that stage the paynent was not nade to

further its political objectives". M Botha said.

1 M Botha al so said the paynent was nmade exclusively to defray costs of

equi prent and certain itens at the ralties which woul d have an anti -

sanctions there.

M Bot ha was responding to press accusations that He had contradicted

hi nsel f over the |Inkathagate scandal on June 13 in the press

conference that the governnment funded | nkatha. This contrasted with

hi s admi ssion on Saturday that he personally authorised the paynent of

R250 000 for two Inkatha rallies in 1989 and 1990.

FW To Speak on I nkat hagate
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The State President yesterday indicated that the goverhnment woul d by

next Tuesday state fully its position on its secret funds to inkatha.

Speaking to the press during a photo session for the first tine since

the scandal broke out M De Klerk said in the first instance the Foreign

mnister M Pik Botha was to give a full interviewon television this

week. -

The interview was schedul ed for the SABC TV Agenda progrnme on

Thursday night. This would be foll owed by a statement by hinsel f

after an inportant nmeeting on Monday Wch would be the "nornal State

Security neeting."

a M De Klerk refused to be drawmwn into questions of whether or not he
i ntended to sack any government ministers.

The fact that M Pik botha will appear on TV tonorrow ni ght as the

m ni ster who was in control of the secret funds and M De Klerk is

del ayi ng any statement until next week is seen by sonme quarters in the

press that the governnent intends to ride out the storm

it was seen as significant that Adriaan VIok attended the neeting

wi th Lucas Mangope | ast night.

Secretaryls Resignation is a Cover Up

The ANC PW Regi on has di sm ssed the resignation of Buthelezi’s

personal secretary over the secret funding scandal as a cover up by
the authorities.

in a statenent rel eased yesterday the ANC said that it saw the

resi gnation as yet another attenpt on the part of the governnent and

its proxies to cover up the active involvenent of senior |FP and SA

government officials.

HOU people will not accept this. W refuse to be duped. W reiterate

our dermand for the governnent to resign". the statenent said.

ANC, PAC and Azapo Join Forces

The main |iberation nmovenents will announce a specific programre of

action on Monday follow ng the disclosures of the secret funds fromthe

SAP to | nkat ha
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In a joint statenent the ANC. PAC and Azapo said they had begun
consulting with their various nmass formations and denpcratic
structures.

The said that the exposure of state - funded anti-Iliberation operatiions.
designed to destabilise the |iberation novenent, has dispelled the
nyth of the eistence of the third force

Third force actions were the activities of the Departnent of Foreign
affairs, Law and Order and the Constitutionat Departmnent.

De Klerk and Mangope Meet on Political Prisoners

The State President FWde Kl erk and the president of Bophuthat swana
Lucas Mangope nmet in Pretoria last night to discuss the issue of
Political Prisoners in Bophuthatswana. This neeting took place after
the Bush adnministratiOn in the US had recently expressedconcern about
potitical prisoners in Bophuthatswana and asked De Klerk to intervene.
.M De Kterk described the issue of political prisoners as a genera
probl emand a natter of debate which he and Mangope woul d be

di scussi ng.

Hi s tel ephonic comunication with US president George Bush woul d be

di scussed at the neeting

in a recent sattetite interviewthe US Secretary of State for African
Affairs M herman Cohen said the US governnent we svery unhappy

about political prisoners in Bophuthatswana and expressed the hope
that The SA government woutd use its influence to force the rel ease of
- these prisoners.



