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M NE bosses face nationa

action unless they eradicate

raci al discrimnination on

South Africa s mnes.

This ultimtum was an-

nounced foll owi ng the Na-
tional Union of M nework-

ers’ Central Conmittee (CC

neeting attended by about

320 del egates representing

about 270 000 paid-up

menbers | ast weekend.

The deci sion cones after

weeks of protest action

agai nst discrimnation and

the adoption of an increas-

ingly hard-1ine stance by

bosses agai nst denonstra-

tions by workers.

Del egates at the CC neet -

ing identified over 50 areas

where nines practise racia

di scrimnation.

" Anong these areas are the

hoi sting of workers to the

surface after their shift,,

school i ng assi stance and

f ood.

" Ampbng these areas are the

hoi sting of workers to the

surface after their shift,

school i ng assi stance and

food. _

Wil e nbst m nes reserve

one of three decks in a lift

cagesfor whites, Western

Hol di ngs managenent has a

speci al cage for the exclu-

sive use of whites.

BecauSe of the discrinm na-

, tion. black mners are forced

to queue for up to three

hours after their shift before

bei ng hoisted to the surface.

This means that white

wor kers reach the surface

four hours before their black

count er pans.

Because they do not have

to queue as black mners do,

white workers can afford to

arrive at work much | ater.

According to del egates at

the CC, the majority of

whites are transported down

to the shafts around 7am

whil e black miners start

queui ng up at 4. 30am

VWi | et nbst whites from

the norning shift reach the

surface at around 2pm

bl acks sonetiines-have to
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Union |l eaders at the NUMs Central Committee (CC) neeting | ast weekend. Del egates to the



wait until after 4pm

There is a delay in hoisting
bl ack m ners after an under-
ground accident. Wites are
hoi sted to the surface inmre-
diately.

Only black mners are sub-
jected to strenuous heat tests
bef ore bei ng sent under-
ground. Not only are new
coners subjected to these
tests but also workers re-
turning fromannual |eave, -
NUM menbers cl ai m

"Bl ack m neworkers do

not only see this practice as
racist in its application, but
have strong feelings agai nst
it as it is extrenely strenu-
ous while it does not benefit
themto cope with working
condi ti ons underground, "

one worker said.

The tests are also said to

be humiliating and many
workers see it as a form of

puni shrent .
Accordi ng to workers,
they are herded into a hall in

| arge nunbers where they

are forced to undress com
pletely. They are then | ed
into a roomwhere they un-
dergo heat tests for up to
four hours at a time for five
days. The test is repeated if
the results are unsati sfacto-
ry.

In contrast, white mners
are all owed under ground

wi t hout havi ng to undergo
the acclimatisation proce-
dure.

Workers at the CC neeting

poi nted out that, despite
clains by the Chanber of
Mnes (CoM inits 1989 re-
view that it would continue
upgradi ng living conditions,
this is largely non-existent.
At the Libanon hostel,
neeting threatened action against raci smon SA nines
roons with three cenent

bunks have been "upgraded"
to roons with two cenent
bunks. Wbrkers still have to
pay between R33 and R50

for mattresses.

Wth one exception, name-

Iy Springtield hostel, work-
ers reported an abundanee of
lice, cockroaches and ver-

m n.

Hostel s at Leslie and
Bracken m nes have not
been-sprayed with insecti-
cide for four years. Saai-

pl aas hostel s have not been
sprayed for two years.

NUM war ns bosses on racism
In nost cases workers are



forced to clean the hostels
on their own. This is not the
case with living quaners oc-
cupi ed by white mnes. t
Wor kers poi nted out that
" hostels remain divided al ong
ethnic lines. Anglo was said
to have-re-introduced ethnic
segregation at two m nes
following the 1987 strike.
In contrast to these living
conditions, nbpst white mn-
ers stay in famly houses
with parks, tarred roads,
ci nemas and stores.
Al t hough sone m nes pro-
vi de houses where miners
could live with their visiting
wi ves, this type of accom
nodation is extremely limt-
ed.
Workers from Western
Hol di ngs point out that there
are only 15 houses to be
shared by an estimated 47
000 workers.
At Grootvlei, managenent
provi des only three houses
to be shared by about 3 000
wor kers. At C ydesdal e,
300 workers have to share
one house. An estimated 1
300 workers at Kriel share
20 houses.
The shortage of houses
neans’ that miners’ w ves
can only spend a maxi mum
of seven days instead of the
21 allowed in terns of mne
regul ati ons,
Raci al abuse at the hands
of white miners is a com
non experience. "You can
be assaulted if he (white
.mner) does not like you in
hi s work-gang. Any form of
retaliation is a certain dis-
m ssal ," one worker said.
Underground toilets are
al so segregated. Wile white
wor kers have cubicl es as
toilets, black workers have
to use carts parked off in the
open or have a few buckets
arranged al ongsi de each ot h-
er.
At the President Brand
m ne, three buckets service
up to 200 bl ack workers
and, at Kinross, one bucket
services up to 500 workers.
We back ANC s
COSATU s bi ggest affiliate,
" the National Union of M ne-
wor kers (NUM, voted over
the weekend to give its un-
qualified support to the
ANC s initiative to talk to
the government next week in
an attenpt to end politica
conflict.



thThe deci sion was taken by
111: union’ s_ Central Commt-
te (CC, NUM s highest

dehi si on- maki ng body after
COSATU s wonen nenber

in the Wts and Nonhem
Transvaal regions will be
taking to the streets tonor-
row in protest against the
Labour Rel ations Amend-

nent Act (LRAA).

The Wts march will take

pl ace in J ohannesburg and
over 2 000 women are ex-
pected to take part.

Worren will be neeting at

St Mary's Cathedral in De
Villiers Street at 9am
Fromthere they will march

.12 v wnannv .r.1lu...-1111". H
congr ess.

In supporting the talks, the
320 del egates to the CC al so
war ned the government that
its failure to respond posi -
tively to the ANC s ded

mands woul d | eave the |iber-
ation novenent and its allies
with no option but to inten- -
sify the levels of mass ac-
tion.

The neeting al so wel -

coned Cosatu’s decision to
to the Departnent of Man-
power and John Vorster

Squar e police headquaners.
The Northern Transvaa
region’s march will be held
in Pretoria starting at
1.30pmin Brown Street.

A menor andum has been
prepared by wonmen in the
Wts region which will be
presented to state representa-
tives at the manpower de-
partment and the police
headquarters.

The wonen’s denands are

"IH "Ju e.t’nuwl n x| :7
join the ANC and SACP 1n

an alliance to ensure the es-
tablishment of a non- -racial,
denocratic country.

. A key focus of the CC

whi ch was attended by rep-
resentatives fromevery

NUM br anch, was geared
towards preparing for a

post - aparthei d count xy.

"The creation of a skilled
wor kforce is the key to

as foll ows:

O The anendnent of the

LRAA.

0 Fair | abour |egislation for
donestic, farmand public
sector workers.

0 The right to picket, pro-
test and strike.

"0 Work for all at a living
wage.



O Centralised bargaini ng.

0 National health services
for all.

0 An end to privatisation.
NUM has initiated a training
prosperity,"” said NUM gen-
eral secretary Cyril Rama-
phosa.

SKILLS

Wth this in mnd, the
progranme for m nework-

ers, together with mne-

wor kers’ uni ons from Swe-
den, Britain, Canada, West
Ger many, Zi nbabwe and

O Scrappi ng of the death
penalty and the rel ease of al
wor kers on death row.

0 An end to migrant | abour

0 Decent, affordable hous-

ing for all.

0 Free education and train-
ing for all.

0 An imedi ate end to

apart hei d.

Accordi ng to spokesper -

sons for Cosatu wonen in

the Wts region, the idea of a

march by Cosatu wonen

I A public 1nquiry into state was first raised In February.
vi ol ence.

,Ju A ;i Mh JAAU um 3.1 e3

Al regions were due to

.y=... . spilhugnvl a

Australia.

By the end of the year, the -
union will have sent 100

m newor kers to these coun-
tries for training in all mn-
ing-related skills at colleges
- and universities.

The m neworkers will be
selected fromcurrent and re-
trenched wor kers who have
mani c.

NUMw Il al so ask the

hol d marches tonorrow but
only two regi ons have been
abl e to organi se them

"We are asking all women

in the community to join us
in our march," said the

, Wonen.

"W have approached the
Federati on of Transvaa
Wonmen. Sout hern Transvaa
Yout h Congress, UDF and

ANC.

"*We are al so expecting
Cosatu nenbers fromas far
as Nigel to attend the

mar ch. "

talks initiatve -,- CC

m ning industry to subsidise
the studi es of 250 m ne-
workers a year at South Af-
rican universities.

WAge negoti ations were

al so di scussed at the CC,
-and the NUMs 1989 con-
gress demand of a m ni mum



under ground nont hly wage

of R600 and surface wage

of R543 being reaffirmed

In addition, the union is
denandi ng an 80- hour

wor ki ng fortnight for under-
ground workers and an 88-
hour working fortnight for
surface workers.

The m ni mrum annual | eave
denmanded by the union is 35
days for underground and

30 days for surface work-
ers. They are al so demand-
ing March 21, June 16 and
October 1 - National Health
and Safety Day after the

Ki nross disaster - as holi -
days. ’

Furt her denmands on in-

cone security for injured
wor kers, accident and trav-
el | ing conpensation, have

al so been subnitted to the
Chanber of Mnes in prep-
aration for the start of wage
negoti ati ons next nonth.
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