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’15! mid-November. Mangosuthu Gatshn
Buthelea’ Inived in the United States for
I three-wcek visit. It was the most recent
of more than a dozen trips here for
Buthelczi. who is chief minister of the
KwaZulu homeland. president of the In-
katha political organization. and leader
of South Africn’s six million Zulus. He
spoke to a Baptist eonuegntion in Or-
lando, Florida. appeared on Pat Robert-
son’s 700 Club in Richmond. Virginia.
and received In honorary law degree
from Boston University. in Washington.
Buthelezi met with the editorial board of
the Post Ind attended I workin; dine:
at the conservative Hetitue Foundation.
Mon important ofall. he had I halt-hour
meetingwithPresidentReacaanwellIs
separate conversations with George Bush
and George Shuitz. Malcolm Baldridge at
Commerce wanted to see him. too. but
Buthelezi couldn’t fit him in.
At I meeting of the Foreips Policy As-
sociation three hundred people showed
up It the New York Helmsley Hotel to
hear Buthelezi talk about "The Survival
of Diplomacy in Conflict." Drnsed in an
elegant business suit. he did not seem en-
tirely It case. He read iron: I prepared
text studded with high-ntinded phrases
like ’foreign policy responsibilities’I Ind
’i’rameworlt o! eooperation." The Ines-
sue itself was rathet bland. asserting op-
position to muncontrolled violence" and
support for peeoeful change. Radinz
hurriedly. the chief seemed in I ntsh to
let throush.
The i’tftyeight-year-old Buthelezi is
known Is In engaging. jocula: mln-
until he is amused, when he can become
quite sharp. And. as he Inswered ques-
tions after his talk. his tnInner changed.
He lashed out at Desmond Tutu ("He’s
not elected by anybody"). Oliver Tambo
("i don’t see how he thinks lnkatha an
he wished Iway’), Ind the United
Democratic Front (’lt’s not In organiza-
tion like lnltatha is-stntetured. with I
constitution"). When it ante to discuss-
in; his ideas Ibout the future. the Zulu
chief spoke eloquently about the Amer-
ican Dream Inc! the Bill of Rights. He
wanted both for South Atria. ’You can’t
have I democracy without fmdom oi’
spwch. freedom of movement. freedom
of assodation.’ he declared. ’i want I
government of law and I multiparty sys-
tem." it was an eloquent peeiomanee.
and the applause was thunderous.
For Americas who want to find I pro-
Western Iltemative to the African Na-
tional Congress. Buthelezi seems tailor-
rnade. John Silber. president of Boston
University. recently wrote that the United
States should ’lsupport the claims of
proved demoaatie opponents of apart-
heid. such It Chief Mansosuthu Gatsha



Butheiezi.’ And I recent New York
Time: editorial had this to say:
Chief Buthelezi is unfairly urin-
lured by black militants as an Uncle
Tom.31’he truth is more interesting.
He hIs reputedly called for the
unconditional release of Nelson
Mandela. jailed leader of the Afri-
can National Congress. Though the
chief preaches moderation. he has
scorned Ittempu to draw him away
from Mr. Mandeln into ulksswith
Pretoria on ’a ’new ’dispensation’ ’i
mm to prolong minority rule;
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Martin Peretz recently wrote in The New
Republic, mDecent people should want
Buthelezi to have more influence in South
Afric- rather than less."
Buthelezi’s stand Isainst sanctions has
endeared him to American corporations;
when he is in New York. he often stays It
the home of Sal Marzullo. I Mobil Oil
. executive Ictive In the corporate eam-
paign against disinvestment. The chief
also has fans in the American labor
movement; in 1982, the AFL-CIO named
him oowinner of its annual George
Meany Award for human rights.
But Butheiezi has many detractors as
well. The mate than six hundred groups
inside South Africa that make up the
United Demoaatic Front differ widely’in
emphasis and style. but they Ire united in
dismissing lnhtha Is In Inn of the white
regime. The ANC. too. tei’usee to have
anything to do with Butheiezi. "We keep
hearing in the media that Gatsha is the
leader of South Africa’s six million
Zuius." Neo Mnutnnnn. the MCI chief
representative to the United Nations. told
’ me. "This is nothing but a myth.’ in-
katha, he adds. is ’an integral part of
apartheid. When Ipartheid goes. inkatha
will be nothing but I shadow of its former
Hr.
’- _ Michaet’Masstng
heid unfolds, a black civil war seems to
be taking shape. One day soon, the US
may have to choose between lnkatha and
the ANC (with whose leaders George
Shultz has recently agreed to meet for the
fast time). What would Washington be
setting in Buthelezi?
_ l
Natal is unique in many ways. Squeezed
into the northeastern corner of South
Africa. it is the smallest of the country’s
four provinces. Subtropical temperatures
and rich soil have made it an agricultural
paradise. The lush sugar plantations here
produce enough an: to meet all of South
Africa’s needs Ind then some..This iulso e



the union’s playground. I landtoi’ urne
parks. wild banana trees. bright bouzain-
villea, Ind unspoiled beaches. Durban, I
city of one million people on the indian
Ocean, is I mene- i’or middle-class whites.
A beachfront strip of high-rise hotels.
fast-food eateries. Ind souvenir shops
gives the city the feel of Miami Bach.
Demographically. too. Natal is unique.
For one thing, the white population is
almost entirely Enslish-speaking. Most
self." He held out the prospect that in: ’"T’Boer rennet: were driven out in the nine-
katha might one day "be forced to play a
role like that of the contra."
The reference is telling. Dettaetors oi’
GatshI Buthelezi often compare him to
Bishop Abel Muzorewa. who was once
touted as Rhodesia’s moderate hope Ind
ended in exile in the US. But MuzorewI,
like the Pope. had no divisions. Butheleu’.
as leader of the Zulu. has many. What’s
3 more. he seems to be preparing them for
conflict. Even as the right aulnstapart-
teenth century. when Natal was the
preserve of British settlers. Even today.
Natal hIs I British feel to it. Towns have
names like Dundee Ind Newcastle. Ind
grocery stores are quaintly refen’ed to as
"tea rooms." Durban’s city hIll is In
almost exact replica of the city hall in
Belfast. On the city’s streets. men sport-
ing coloniaI-style khaki shorts look like
a so tnIny exuas in In Alec Guinness mm.
’ Most of South Africa’s 900.000 lndians ’
live in Natal. They First attived in the
l860s. when Natal’s sugar magnates.
unable to convince local blacks to cut
cane. imported thousands of indentured
servants from India. Mohandas Gandhi
came to Durban as I young lawyer in
l893 and stayed for twenty years, during
which time he worked out his ideas of
passive resistance. Today the Phoenix
settlement outside Durban continues his
work. The city has In exotic lndian
bazaar, and curry is I staple on restaut-Int
menus.
Natal is also home to most of South
Africa’s Zulus. Of the country’s many
ethnic groups. the Zulus are the largest.
accounting for Ibout one quartet of the
nation’s 25 million blacks. Unlike other
South AfrieIn blacks. who have been
displaced Ind dispersed over the years.
the Zulus remain rooted to their ancestral
lands. Today most of them live in the
homeland of KwaZulu. which. made up
of some ten separate pieces. is spread like
In inkblot across Natal. With I popula-
tion of about four million. KwaZulu is
the largest of the ten homelands. and(
Buthelezi is its chief executive.
Not only Natai’s Zulus but many of its-
whites as well look to Buthelezi Is I
possible leader. And this is probably m?"
most distinctive thing of all about Natal. -
The province’s Anglophone whites like to
consider themselves more enlightened
than whites elsewhere in the countryf"
(Many blacks dispute this claim.) As the
ANC’s popularity rises. threatening a



radical transformation. Natai’s uhites
have fastened on Buthelezi as their last,
best hope..As one leading businessman
told me. nOver the last five years.
Buthelezi has. in white eyes, changed
from being someone hatdly anyone
looked up to to being the person who
says what everyone wants to hem."
Buthelezi is lionized in Durban’s white
newspapers. Here is I representative pas-
sage. from the Sunday Tribune:
.1
Now 58. he burns the midnight oil to
keep up with the demands of his
constituents.... He regards it Is I
teal plus if he can get five hours’
sleep a night... His guest register
would probably compare favour.
ably. it’ not outdo. that of President
Botha. He never takes holidays.
There just isn’t time.... Chief
.. Buthelezi’s bedroom_Ind ea: Ire full
. of l min and magazines to which he
subscribes. But he never has time to
finish one.
One morning i paid a visit to the In.
katha Institute. Located in downtown
Durban. near the city’s yacht basin. the
institute serves as I sort of personal think
tank for the chief. churning out studies
and position papets on the great issues of
the day. As Buthelezi’s global connec-
tions have expanded. so has the institute’s
staff. which now numbers twenty-ftve
people. up from seven I year ago. I met
with the institute’s white director. Peter
Mansfield. A Durban politician and a
member of the Progressive Federal Party
(PFP). Mansiield explained why he had
gone to work for Buthelen’: ’I believe in
peaceful change if it is humanly possible.
Chief Buthelen’ is the most substantial
leader pushing for such change." Mans-
i’teld added: ’The MC; proclaimed
policy is killing people, and the UDF has
15



I braw-
damentIlly nonviolent."
Mansfield is not the only white to work
for the chief. Whites also help to write
the chief’s speeches. handle his,public
relations. provide him with legal advice.
and counsel him on policy, ln Iddition,
Buthelezi has enthusiastic backing item
NataPs sugar barons, the dominant eco-
nomic force in th’ejprovince.
Early in l986, lnkatha Ind the sugar
bIrons joined forces to promote In In-
daba. I Zulu term for I conference. By
the time of my visit. the lndaba us in
full swing. Thirty-seven organizations
were dnftin; a constitution to combine
white NItIl Ind black KwaZulu into I
single political unit. (Among the organi-
ntions Ire political parties such as the
PEP. business Issodations such Is the
Durban Chamber of Commerce. Ind
.loeIl Ind senional :overnment bodies
such It the Durban city council Indithe
KweZulu government.) The new entity-
duhbed KWINatIl-would be governed
by I provinee-wlde executive elected by
people of Ill rIees. A proposed bicameral
legislature would include one house with
tens elected by universal franchise and
another with In seIts Illoeeted for each
of five ’culturIl groups’-includin;
Afrikaans. English. blacks. indians. Ind
I eItcth group of South Africans.
To succeed. the project would the to
’ win the IpprOVIl of PtetoriI-I highly
uncertain proposition. given the Nation-
Ilists’ traditional Intipathy to any form
of power timing and particululy to non-
rIeiIl democracy. Undaunted, the lndabe
. went on to drItt I bill of rights may
. times longer then its AmericIn counter-
pm. with guIrIntees for and protec-
tion under the IIw, the right to own
sympathy foi’ithat. too." By contrast. he
_ said, "the chief’s philosophy is fun-
_ governeatL-Fortumtelyg.
property. and I full basket of freedoms.
The bill of rights Ilso sought to reassure
whites that their rights would not be
swamped by I black majority: ’tA person
belonging to In ethnic. religious or lin-
guistic group shall not be denied the right
to enjoy his own culture, to profess and
practise his own religion or to use his
. own language." h. .
For Buthelezi, the lndabajeemed I
gamble. For one thing. it threatened to
widen his differences with the ANC, which
rejected the entire project out of had.
As I banned institution. the ANC could
hardly putidpete ln-the process. even if
7 it wanted to.- And the ANC saw the lndaba
Is I diversion from the main llntule-
-. the establishment of I majority nItional
government in I unified state. The ANC
tewdedthe lndaba Is little more than
In effort by Natalis whites to strike I sep-
IrIte deal wlthButheleLl. And thIt. of
, course.- helpeto explain the project’s_Ippeal
for him. In view of the Zulu majority in
- Natal, I province-wide ballot would vinu-



I - ally ensure his election. As the first black
to rule whites in modern South Africa.
Buthelezi would no doubt i’tnd his national
Ind internItionIl stature enhInoed.
As far Is the lndaba wIs concerned.
then. lnkIlhI was taking I position that
seemed statesnunh’ke. At the same time,
- thoush’d began picking up more disturb-
ing signals Ibout the organization. For
instuwe. i met I young black journalist
who. earlier in theiyeer, had gone to
.eover I-t big lnkIthI rIlly in Dtuban.
StIndin’x-In frontVoi’ the speaker’s plat-
form. he hId been Ioeosted by two men.
"One had I gun, the other l!pclr.’ he
told me. ’I’heyhhreuened to sub me.’
The reporter recognized one of the men
Is the intonation officer of the KwIZulu
JPuli :0! :1
win";
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foxeign journalists saw what was happen-
ing and intervened. The journalist im-
mediately left the city Ind went to Johan-
nesburg. where he stayed until matters
calmed down.
ln Durban I heard much of lnkatha’s
growing militarization. A local gun shop
was receiving I steady stream of lnkatha
supporters. Ill of whom had licenses to
buy Firearms. Union organizers in the
lesion had been set upon by lnkItha vigi-
lantes. Ind some Durban townships had
fallen under the control of lnkatha war-
’ lords. I met one young UDF organizer who
wIs living underground to elude attack by
lnkIthI. Supponers oi’ the organization.
he said. had ftrebombed his house Ind
’ shot his nephew five times in the stomach.
He wu now living illeglly in I white
guhnrb of DiurbIn. "lnlgtthIF he told me,
vidols tine wotk’o! the iecurity forces."
I spent one Saturday Ii’ternoon with I
former lnkIthI Idviser. For two hours
we at in his urden. going over his ex-
periences with the organization. He told
me that he had originally been Ituaeted
to lnkIthI because of its potential for
becoming I truly populist. muss-hased
organization. With time, though. he had
become convinced otherwise. lnkIthI. he
told me. WIs "IntoctItic" Ind "incredibly
violent." As for Chief Buthelezi. he said.
the most Ipt description was "intolerant."
"i started feeling thIt there was all the
potential there for Inother dictatorial
index." he said-
The theme oi,.intolerInoe etopped up
time Ind uIin in my conversations about
, Butheled. So. on meeting lnkathI’s legal
Idviser. I took the opportunity to Isk
him Ibout it. Rowley Arenttein is not I
typical Buthekd supporter. He is, I’m
.t :0
First World
Nationalisms
Africa today. He was banned or jailed
continuously from I960 until March
l986-longer than any other South Afri-



can. Arenstein had recently thrown him-
self into the lndaba process. He met me
It I Durban hotel. Now sixty-eight years
old, he had I nanow face and gray
goatee that made me think of Trotsky.
When I raised the question of Buthelczi’s
reputation for being authoritarian Ind ,t
mthlest. he said,
The prindple of his people is thIt In
injury to one is an injury to Ill. 50
In IttIck on Buthelezi is In and
not only on him but on the whole
Zulu people. if he’s not run enough
to sand up to their Ittacks, then he’s
not mIn enough to lead the Zulu
people.
Only in NItIl. I thought. could I i’md I
white communist defending I 2qu chief
by Ippealing to the principles of African
manhood.
Arenstein had worked for the ANC in
the l950s and hId been on good terms
with its leader: until they turned to armed
struggle. l Isked whether he thought I
freed Nelson Mandela would be willing to
work with Buthelezi. "Mandela will work
with Buthelezi. Ind for I vety good
reason," said Atenstein. "The African
population in South AfricI is 25 million.
Nearly seven million of them Ire Zulus.
For Inybody to decide that he’s going to
lead the African people and exclude the
Zulus is like goilfg into the ring with his
left hInd tied behind his huh"
1...
n2.
in October; South African television
bean showing a lavishly produced minie
R-Ii E s
Social Theozy 1n the ,_ Class and Ethnic Politics
PtagmaticAttitude in Northern Ireland
EUGENE and Quebec
ROCHBERG-HALTON ’ KATHERINE
In I work ofraxe odginallty. O SUUJVAN SEE
Rochberg-Halton draws on early - In this major study of the
pragmatism such Islohn Dewey. ’ origns. development. and dy-
George Herbert Mead. and CS. namics of the ethnic separatist
Peirce to reconstsuct concepts movements in Northern lreland
from philosophical pn tlsm J Ind Quebec. See uses historical
gar cents: Il mathemy. , Q 4 v - x . analysis and theoretical inter-
’ e reve ev ueo - i _ 4. ha; _- aw, u. tetation to on revieus
gcglogn Sch I nhutuksgttlttgtlicehu I mega; P St 1 Explasrlilaunns 0;" c125 51mm.
e on 00 o t w an to ism. owing ow e ites ’
Desegregation Conflict the contempoxary hunger for a P er ones shape group polities. she 
ex- Morahty Play
D G ARTH TAYIDR dgnlhcance in I world where - A 11151017 01’ 5184 toral plains why. Iftet
 the tesurgence Tenon’sm as Social Drama
Forward by teehn ue has too often severed Socialism ofethnlc eonnkt in the 1970s. ROBlN E
RICA ’
Arthur L S combe both su )eet Ind object from ADAM PRZEWORSKI Quebec was able to make I s
uc- W AGNER-P ACIFlCl
tineh thelx llvln context. lllus. d OHN SPRAGUE cesful transition to I secular
in this study ofBoston’s $40.00 do $14.95pape’r an 1 state while Nonhem Ireland The autho
r uses the social
pmuacted conflict over court- V J _ The authors analyze the polit-_ remains caught in sec
tarian strife. drama of the kldna ins and
ordered businthylor challenges - 2 iczl history of Be yum. France. 90.00 dam, 311,95 pipe
: murder of former 131m prime
the accepted view thIt radsm - Gernuny. Ind the Scandinavian minister Aldo More to produc
e
was the only drtvingfotce be. countries from 1890 to the pres; . y a compelling study of 



terrorism.
bind the Inth prom. cut to explain why no patty Employing methods from soci-
He combines dItI n: I five- oil’erlnfg I socialist trmsi’omu- olo . symbolic anthropology
.
wave panel study ofwhlte adults tion 0 society has everwon In, - ’ mdshterary criticism t
o decode
with I wide rIn e of historical electoral majority. "The Iuthots’ many "texts" that shape
d the
infatuation uses concepts em basis on political strategies event-such :5 pound m5
hen: the fields ofpublie opinion. In the reaction of voters to Ind media reports. Moro’s 
letters
soda! movements. mmmunlty those strateyes represents I and Red Brigade communique:-
conilict. Ind politlal behavior significant new interpretation. .. she enmines how indivi
dual
to argue that l: was I deeply felt I ey setl In ImportInt new (hearted 3 ends MKUQH
sense of Injustice tint spurred sundard for research in polltkIl Interact wt the politlcz
l m!
white BostonlIns to action. H hlsKoty-"-Sidney Verba. Harvard moral Imperatives of the ev
ent.
$29.00 cloth _ _ . x . Unlvetslty lllus szws doth
16
$45.00 cloth. $l4.95 paper
T _H E - U NHI v ETR Si
TYl’eOF-CHICAGO’PRESS
The New York Review



’-
regard Shaka. a king of the early nine-
teenth century. as their founding father.
Well aware of this. the series’ producers
had cleared their script with the current
hereditary Zulu king. named Goodwill
Zwelithini. and the .entire KwaZulu
cabintet. Nonetheless. the project led to I
passionate debate about the monarehls
true nature. $haka: Great Leader or Just
I Black Hitler?" asked I newspaper head-
line. succinctly summing up the contro-
verxy. Chief Buthelezi. in his charac-
tetistic style. called Shah’s contem-
porary white critics ’depraved liars" who
"scattered sperm Iround KwaZulu as
other men scattered footsteps."
For Buthelezj the point is hardly Im-
dernic. The chief is fond of drawing
parallels between himself Ind the Zulu
kings. i’King Shaka built a mighty empire
through mtesmnship Ind wisdom. Ind
l the built the mighty lnhtha move-
ment through statetmznship and wisdom,"
he told I mt utherinz. lnhtha. he
said, is I nitwnument to Zulu political
fidelity! Ihe chief Idded: "We Is Zulus
Ire proud of our heritage. We Ire proud
of our errior blood. We feel the very
throb of history betting in our veins."
Bmheled’s mother wIs the daughter of -
King Dinizulu. the last king of In in-
dependent Zulu state; his father came
from I tribe am by custom provided
prime ministets to the Zulu kings. Like
most Zulu boys. GatshI Buthelezi grew
up herding uttle. At the Ige of twenty,
he entered Fort Hare University, one of
the few universities then open to blacks.
Ind it wIs thete that Buthelezi first got
involved in politia. He joined the ANC
Youth Leuue and took part in I boycott
a:linst the visit of the governor generIl.
For this. Buthelezi wu expelled from the
school. According to a highly flattering
biography. Butheleu’ then went to work
for the government Department of Native
Administration. having been told by In
official am this would help wipe the inci-
dent from his record.’
In 1952. he was offered I position Is
chief of the Buthelezi tribe. His weer
had reached I turning point: he had to
choose between pursuing the nationslist
politics of the ANC or the tribal politics
of the Zulu. The position as chief prom-
ised little money Ind even less prestige.
but, given his royIl blood. it offered
prospects of Idvnnoement. The ANC,
itself counseled him to take the position.
Inning that it would provide him I base
for IdVIneing the black cause. So. in
March 1953. It the ue of twentyJour.
Gatsha beenme chief of the 30.000 Suthe-
lezis. Through deft maneuvering, be
rapidly moved up the Zulu hierarchy. and
when KwaZulu was established Is the
Zulu homelInd in l970, Buthelezi became
its chief executive. In subsequent years.
he refused to accept independence for
KwaZulu. thus effectively torpedoin; the



government’s homelInd strategy. None-
theless Buthelw’ worked within the
homeland system Ind Pretoria provided a
large proportion of the KwaZulu govern-
ment’s revenues.
Buthelezi founded lnkIthI Is I una-
tionIi cultural liberation movement" in
I975 and it quickly beanie the dominant
politial orlanintion in KwaZulu. lts
guiding principle was that the black na-
’ u’on could be liberated only Ifter black
individuals themselves had been liberated.
Since its founding. lnkIthI has sought to
instill in its members I sense of control
over their own destiny. In practice. this
has meInt offering people ways of better-
%
’Gatsha Buthelezi by Ben Temkin (Cape
Town: Pumell. 1976).
February 12, I987
ing their lot. Adults can take courses in
subjects like sewing and gardening, while
youth camps offer instruction in civic-
rninded projects. In the end, though, the
message is more moral than material:
with education and hard work. you can
get ahead. This stress on self-Isteem Ind
self-discipline makes lnkntha’s rhetoric
sound like In African version of Jesse
Jackson’s Operation PUSH.
By 1980, lnkatha claimed 300.000
members. Today the figure is put at
1.3 million. leading Buthelezl to call
it the i’largest black movement ever to
have emerged in the history of this coun-
try." lnkatha’s more than one thousand
bunches extend into remotest Zululand.
providing a ready network that can be set
in motion when the chief wants I show of
force. Last May I. for instance, lnltathI
scheduled I rally in Durban to mark the
launching of I new trIde union. A huge
bus-and-train caravan WIs set up to bring
ANTIGONE
a remarkable new version
of one of Western Civilizations
highest achievements
OEDIPUS REX
OEDIPUS AT COLONOS
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in people from hamlets across the home-
land. la the end. 70,000 people jammed
King’s Park Stadium-I figure Buthelezi
has cited ever since as proof of lnkatha’s
strength.
Despite such large crowds. it is unclear
how broadly based lnkatha’s support
really is. lts activities have I very distinct
ethnic cast. Zulu Chieftains have an im-
portant part in the organization. and Bu-
thelezi often seeks to bolster his authority
by referring to his own hereditary posi-
tion. The chief is Iddretsed Is Malwana.
or "Prince’-I title reserved for direct
descendants of the Zulu kings. The name
’lnkatha" itself refers to I ceremonial
coil woven from natural Fibers that the
Zulu kings traditionally used to sym-
bolize oneness with their people.
in KwaZulu. every September 24 is
Shaka Day. At that time. the chief pfe- .0



sides ove: I s’eries ol’ ralli’ei mfiughcut .
KwaZulu. Often dressed in nnimal skins
Frolmione of the nnoet
distinguished poets of the :7
English-speaking world
and hearing I scepterlike rod of authori-
ty, he extolls the wisdom and might of
King Shaka and calls on the Zulu people
to emulate him. He is attended by war-
riors. or impis. who brandish traditional
Zulu spears. shields. and knobkerries
(clubs). As drummers pound out a warlike
beat. the impis stage mock reenactment:
of battle. While appealing to Zulus. this
spectacle of gyrating impis does not ex-
actly advance lnkatha’s efforts among
non-Zulus.
The emphasis on Shaka makes many
non-Zulus leery. Shaka was something of
a black Napoleon-I modernizing na-
tionalist, a brilliant general. and an as-
yessive expansionist all rolled into one.
At the time of his birth. in I787. the
Zulu: were I simple clan with no more
than l.500 members. They lived in rela-
tiw peace with scores of other clans. and
4h; battles Imonz them consisted mostly
of throwing spears over great distances.
l7
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That abruptly changed in 1816, when
Shaka gained control of his own imp!
regiment. An advocate-of hand-twhand
combat. he fashioned the common spear
into I shorter. thrusting weapon and
drilled his men in its use. He also ordered
them to discard their sandals, thus in-
creasing their mobility. With this well.
disciplined force. Shaka marched through
the countryside, subduing clans Iiong the
way. Ind he eventually expanded his
my to 40.000 soldiers.
Before long. ShIkI had brought the
entire region under his control. Contem-
porIry mounts portray his reign Is ex-
oeptionaliy brutIi. Members of ShIkI’s
ltrIIl were executed It the slightest hint
of opposition. Others were dispatched
more whimsieIlly: I nick by the royal
barber. for instance. could cost him his
life. Eventually. ShIltI succeeded in com-
bining the VIrious cum in the region into
I single people. Thus was born the i’Zulu
Nation." With I population of 250,000. it
was the strongest political unit south-
eIstern Atria hId ever seen. Even after
ShIkI wIs Issusinated. in 1828. the
Zulus were Ihle to withstand repeated
British effons ta’defeat them. Only in
1879. after a series of bloody battles. did
the Zulus finally submit.
Shah’s reign left the Zulu people with I
sense of nationhood that endures to this
day. it also left Chief Buthelezi with I
rich collection of symbols to draw on.
His speeches often refer to thc Zulus’
proud history. their fighting spirit. their
mighty kings. A; South African polities
grow ever more fractious. these themes
have provided the chief I convenient
means or rallying his followers. As one of
Butheled’s advisers told me. hThe mobili-
zation of Zulu nationalism is I very effec-
tite countermeasure to the spread of
township violence." helping to unite in-
katha’s members. Although this element
has been present before. he said. ..it has
received increasing emphasis over the last
three years."
But this IpprOIch has some very clear
drawbacks. lnkItha’s blItInt Ippeals to
ethnicity run counter to the direction of
contemporary South African polities.
Both the ANC Ind the UDF have con-
sistentiy rejected trthlisrn Is I mobilizing
force, Issociatin; it with the divide-Ind-
rule tactic of the white government. The
homeland strategy. of course. rests on the
government’s insistence on breaking down
the African majority into so many Zulus,
Xhosa. Sothos. Ind so on. By contrast.
the ANC hIs sought to merge Ill ethnic
groups into I common nationIl movement.
Recent polls suggest the limits of
Buthelezi’s Zulu strItegy. ln I977. I West
German survey found that Buthelezi VII
the tigure most Idmired by (3.8 percent
of all blacks in Soweto. DurbIn. Ind
Pretoria. (The ANC was favored by 2L7
percent.) By August 1985, I London Sun-



day Times poll found Buthelezi wIs
preferred by only 6 percent of the blacks
polled; Nelson Mandela wIs the choice of
49 percent. Around the tune time.
pollster Mark Orkin. in I survey of eight
hundred urban blacks. found MIndelI
Ind the ANC to be the choice of SI per-
cent Ind Buthelezi Ind lnkIthI. of 8 per-
cent. in .enerIl. Orkin found that the
more urbut Zulus become. the test likely
they Ire to back lnkIthI.’
lnkathI’s own claims to have 1.3
minion members seem greatly innIted.
Statements by tnkatha ot’liciIls suggest
’Disinvestment. the Struggle. and the
Future: What Black South Africans Really
Think (Johannesburg: RIVIn Press.
1986). P. 41.
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this number includes everyone who has.
ever belonged to the organization since
I975. Independent observers generally
put lnkatha’s paid-up membership It be-
tween 300.000 and 400.000. most of them
located in Natal. Buthciezi is essentially a
strong regional figure with I base in the
remains of Shaka’s kingdom. While the
Zulu nation has shrunk since its days of
glory. many black South Africans, mind-
ful of the Zulu past. fear it could rise
lgaln.
3.
The DlakoniI ecumenical center. located
in downtown Durban. houses many of
the city’s Intiapartheid organizations.
Among them is the Legal Resources Cen-
tre, Durban’s principal legIl-Iid oft’tce.
Appearing there for In interview. I found
its wIitins room jammed with protpee.
tive clients. most of them black. ln Dur-
ban. Is elsewhere. blIcks Ivoid the police
whenever possible. so when they have
something to report. they often come
here instead. in cases where legal Iction
seems errInted. the center’s inyers Isk
clients to dietIte In IfiidIvit. l was given
I sheIi of such stItements dealing with
recent lighting Intong black factions in
the DurbIn area.
The Ifl’IdIvits made for hair-raisin;
reading. in one. BelindI. MfekI. I reti-
dent of the LindeIIni squItter settlement.
described being forced to go to the home
of Thomas Shabalala. I KwaZulu legis-
lator Ind member of lnkathI’s Central
Committee. Shabalala’s house Ind yard.
the document stated.
appeared to me to be I most sinister
place. There were many Inned men
within the premises. many Imted
with rifles Ind same of them wearing
khaki uniform and boots. Ind
Inned with knobkerriee, spears Ind
rifles. l uthered that the people
were lSthIlIla’sl body guItds.
Many of them pointed the rifles It
me seven! times.... I saw live
vehicles . . . leaving lShabIlalI’sl prem-
ises packed with men, Irmed with
sticks, spears Ind bush knives.
In the yIrd, several people were being



held in I’barbed-wire enclosure. One
teen-age boy with hound_ljands_"looked -
extremely afraid and tuas sl.ivering.".
Mfeka stated in the affidavit: she was
told that he was waiting to be killed.
Eventually. Shabalala himself appeared
and shouted that all those gathered
should
leave Lindelani immediately. other-
wise he would send his warriors to
kill us Ind burn our houses down.
He said that Lindelani was I place
for lnkathI people Ind not for peo-
ple who supported the United
Democratic Front.
in the end MfekI was let go, but. accord-
ing to her IthdIvit. she was "too ter-
rified" to return home.
The other documents were equally
chilling. They told of death threats.
i’trebombinu, Ibductions. batings, stab-
bings. Ind shootings. Many of the It-
tacks were Ittributed to vigilIntes who,
Chief Bulhelezl urine at .’" lnluuhe political rally.
like those in Shahalala’s compound. car.
ried trIditionIl Zulu weapons. In the lest
few years. these erriors the become I
regulIr presence in the townships of Durf
bIn. serving Is shock troops in lnkItha’s
ongoing er with the ANC Ind UDF, The
UDF hIs mounted its own IttIcks against
lnkIthI, Ind both sides the by now
compiled long lists of grieVIneeI. The
oonfrontItion hIs bmme I bloody one.
rIitinx serious questions about lnkatha’s
often proclIimed commitment to non-
violence.
The connict is rooted in the tension
that. since the midol970s. has simmered
between lnkathI Ind the ANC. Until
then.’the relations b.5weet. the tu’
organizations were ’fIir’ty cordiIi tines.
ANc leaders eneourued Butheleli to
take up his position Is I homeland
leader. and they strongly praised his deci.
sion to ref use independence for KWIZulu.
The ANC Ilso looked favorIbly on
Buthelezi’s decision to create lnkItha.
seeing it Is I vehicle for organizing 2qu
peasants.
Then came the I976 Soweto uprising.
With the slIughter of hundreds of
unarmed students. In entire generation
of blacks hecIme more radical. The First
large continents of township youth took
off for ANC guerrilla camps outside the
country. Meanwhile, Chief Butheiezi was
looking for foreign investment and
holding private meetings with Afrikaner
Nationalists. He had cautious praise for
P.W. Both: after his election as prime
minister in 1978. in the new climate.
Buthelezi looked more and more like a
conventional homeland leader.
in the fall of 1979. the two sides met in
London to try to rcsolveitheir differ-
ences. The ANC had expected I low-key.
off-the-record session. but Buthelezi Ir-
rived with I seventeen-person entourage.
and before long, the meeting Ippeared on
the front pages of Johannesburg’s news-



papers. From there matters quickly went
downhill. ln I980. lnkIthI vigilantes
broke up school boycotts in the Durban
area: Buthelezi. intent on preventing
similIr protests in the future. called on
his followers ho create welldisciplined
Ind regimental Imth in every lnkIthI
region!I Angered by such comments. mii-
itanl forces inside the country pressed the
ANC IeIdership to take I stand Isainst
lnkIthI. in July 1980. it finally did.
President Oliver TImbo declIred thIt
Buthelezi. enoourued iilo join the forces
of the struggle." had instead "emerged on
the side of the enemy Iinnst the people."
In the years since. Buthelezi has It-
tempted to take over the aura of the
ANC. lnkatha’s eolors-green. gold. and
blatk-Ire the same Is the ANC’s. Ind
lnkathI members wear ANC-like uni-
forms. In speeches. the chief frequently
recalls his days in the ANC Youth
League. Above Ill. Buthelezi has sought
to Ittaeh himself to Nelson Mandela. He
has repeatedly eIlled for Mandela’s
release and has refused to ml: with the
white government until that happens.
The chief hIs circulated the courteous but
perfunctory-sounding notes Mandela has
sent him in In effort to create In image
of warmth between the two men.
At the sIme time. Buthelezi has harshly
Ittacked the ANC leadership based in
LusIltI. Zambia. He invariably calls it
the ANC’s "external mission." in an at-
tempt to distinguish it from the ’ireal’i
ANC led by Nelson Mandela. Buthelezi
condemns the ANC for what he claims is
its communist domination. its lust for
one-party rule. and. Ibove all. its use of
violence. A new lnkatha brochure con-
The New York Review
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veys the flavor of his remarks: "The Ex-
ternal Mission of the ANC...receives
arms and ammunition to kill people from
the Soviet Union and the Eastern bloc
and has hardiine Communists on its ex-
ecutive." It says of Inkatha members that
..their weapons are not AK 47 rifles, hand
grenades. limpet mines and the barbaric
hecklacel hut time-honoured values en-
shrined in internationally accepted
methods of democratic opposition." Bu-
thelezi frequently assertthat the "exter-
nal mission" adopted armed struggle
without first obtaining a mandate from
inside the country.
The ANC; for its part. rejects such
charges. maintaining that it adopted the
strategy of violent opposition only after
the government banned it from pursuing
nonviolent forms of protest. As for a.
mandate. the organization would no
doubt note that its popularity has steadily
grown over the twentyd’tve years during
which it has engaged in nrmed resistance.
The ANC as an organization has not en-
dorsed practices like necklacing. the
gruesome killing of alleged collaborators
by setting I’m to gasoline-Ftlled tires hung
around their necks. It is true that one
AM: official-Secretary General Alfred
Nzo-tolc an mtertiewer he supported
the practice. Oliver Tambo has said he
regrets it. Buthelezi has rarely criticized
the killings carried out by the vigilante
groups onel to him.
During the last three years. lnkatha’s
attacks have concentrated on the United
Democratic Front. By its very existence.
the UDF challenged Buthelezi’s claim to
be the ANC’s true heir. As Gerhard Hare
and Georgina Stevens observe in their
forthcoming book. An Appetite for
Power: Bu!hele:i’: Inkatha and Ike
Politic: of "Loyal Resistance. "
the L’DF had self-conseiously drawn
on the sune tradition that was
represented in the ANC. end had
done so with greater legitimacy (than
lnkathal. The UDF accepted and
vigorously promoted the Freedom
and :1 _ "’ :utr-ms and
omee bearers aha :’ Id successfully
In) :Eaim to that tradition.
For instance. Albertina Sisuiu. one of the
UDF’s three presidents. is the wife of
Waiter Sisqu. a former secretary general
of the ANC who is serving a life prison
sentence with Nelson Mandela.
More important. the UDF challenged
lnLatha on its own ground. For many
years. Inkatha enjoyed a monopoly over
mack poit’tieat lite tn Natal. but it spent
more energy teaching women how to
h(W Ind teen-agers how to grow crops
than hou to organize serious protests.
From the time of its founding in 1983.
the UDF has set up a network of grass-
roots organizations in the Durban town-
ships to deal with such issues as hous-



ing. forced removals. end transporta-
tion. By offering an outlet for protest.
the UDF attracted many black profes-
sionals. intellectuals. students. and
clergy.
The one group it had no time for was
lnkatha. The UDF regarded it as I col-
laborator with the regime and thus refused
to have anything to do with it. Some
local UDF affiliates tried to convert cer-
tain areas into "no-go’ zones for lnkatha
offtciah. In I984. for instance. local UDF
representatives sought a coun injunction
to prevent Chief Butheiezi from holding a
rally in the township of leonrviile. In
the end. Buthelen’ managed to appear
without incident. Nonetheless. the no-go
strategy contributed to a climate of in-
timidation against Inkatha supporters.
some of whom were attaeked.
But the violence carried out by Inkatha
seems to have been more extensive and
better coordinated. With the tacit and at
times active support of the South African
security forces. Inkatha has sought to
eliminate UDF influence from the
townships under its control. The worst
bloodletting occurred in August I985. At
the start of the month. Victoria Mxenge.
I weli-Itnown UDF lawyer. was gunned
down in front of her house in the Durban
township of Umlazi. an lnkatha strong-
hold. ’Her killers were never caught;
nonetheless. outraged UDF students
called for a weeklong boycott of classes.
The protests quickly got out of hand.
Groups of "comrades" began setting fire
to school buses end other targets. Soon
more criminal elements took over, setting
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ot’f waves of looting and arson through-
out the townships. Scores of businesses
were torched. many of them belonging to
lnkatha members.
To provide protection, busloads of
heavily armed men were brought in from
the countryside. Amabulho. they were
called. a term from Shaka’s day referring
to warrior regiments. Moving quickly
h against the rioters, these vigilante: soon
managed to restore order. But they were
just getting started. Taking control of the
townships. the amabulha went on the
warpath against the UDF. Their offensjve
began on August 7. II a memorial service
being held for Victoria Mxenge in an
UmIazi movie house. One mourner re-
called the ocasion: "i could see a large
group of men outside the cinema. They
were carrying sticks. spears. or knob
kerries end were moving rhythmically
and chanting. ’Usuthul’ (a Zulu war cryl;
behind them, military vehicles...used I
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spotlight to light up the area near the Ex-
ecutive Hotel. 1 have never been so afraid
in my life." When the people inside got
wind of what was happening. they fran-
tically tried to escape. As they emerged.
the amabulho attacked. An estimated
nineteen people were killed and more
than one hundred injured.
A week of terror followed. Brandish-
ing sticks and spears, the amabulho
swarmed through the streets of UmIazi
and other townships. forcing bystenders
to join them as they moved from house
to house. searching for UDF members
and other "troublemakers." Those unable
to produce inkatha membership cards
were harassed. beaten. and sometimes
shot. In all. scores of people were killed,
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dozens of houses burned. Ind mIny thou-
sands terrorized. The tension reached I
high point It the end of the month. when
Winnington Sabelo. InkIthI’s top man in
UrnlIzi. puoliclyg ordered Ill UDF sup-
poners to leave the township.
Since that August, the violence in
NItIl has persisted, though on I smaller
scale. with each side seeking to settle old
scores. For instance, I wIs told that pro
UDF youth Ire receiving military training
in order to carry out reprisals Iinnst In-
ltathI members. InkIthI. meInwhile.
seems determined to root out Ill remain-
ing tram of UDF support. In March
1986. for instInoe, I UDF,oonfereuee ’
held in Durban to discuss the crisis’in
education was disrupted by hundreds of
amabutho. who were taken to the con-
ferenoe building in buses rented by In-
hthuintheensuinsftzhtinngopeople i
’ were killed Ind many Injured. InkIthI
has Ilso cerried on (Violent eImpIign
against the Congress of South Africa:
TrIde Unions (COSATU). the lIrgIst
labor organization In the country. ’
A perticulIrly striking future or the
violence is the degree to which high
InlmhI/KwIZulu odels hIiIe been in-
volved in it. The It’t’tdIvits filed by vic-
tims mention KwIZulu abinet ministers;
members of the KwIZulu Istembly: I
load ehIirperson of the InkIthI Wom-
en’s Brigade: I nItionIl lnkIthI youth
organizer: I KwaZulu public relItions of-
Iieer; Ind various township coundlors.
Among the most feIred InkIthI offt-
eiIls is Wilmington Sabelo. In Iddition to
sitting in the KwIZqu Issernbly, SIbelo
serves on InhthI’s Centnl Committee.
the oranintion’s pt’incipII policy-
making group. During the August fight-
ing. Sabelo was frequently sighted direct-
in; ambutha IttIcIts. A newspIper pho- i
’mngphItthetimeshowedhimItthe_.
heed or I group of viaiIIntes. The
headline reId: ’Here’s the proof: Top In.
ltIthI men are leIdin; the notorious
impis in their terror ampsisn in Durban."
SIbeIo’s ruthless control of the Umlm’
township has med him the Inkatha title
of W." , t g ..
One Itternoon I set out to find SIbeIo.
driving to Umhi with I young blIck ’
joumlist. minus: ot DurbIn’s town:
ships, UmlIzi is Ilsa the most pros-
perous. As we glided Ilong Mangosuthu
Highway (nImed’gfter Chief Buthelezi).
we pIssed I shoppin?bomplex, I dneun; .
I soccer stIdiurn. even I golf course. He
houses seemed well built. their yIrds well
tended. At Sabelo’s house. we found him
sitting in his eIr. signing checks for I
wIiting IssistInt. He tIid he would be
happy to talk. We followed his at up the
road Ind into I hotel parking lot. There
we conductedhthe interview. Sabelo did
not look the put of I Zulu erlord. Bald
Ind plump. he wore I tan juket. brown
loafers. Ind I yellow up with I childlike
drawing of the US space shuttle. As we



beun. he told me to look into the dis-
tInoe. where buses were bringing children
home from school. Students Ieross South
AfriCI were boycotting classes. but not in
UmlIn’.
uOne hundred percent of our schools
Ire functioning." Sabelo told me proudly.
"People Ire criticizing us beuuse we
don’t Illow our students to boycott
classes. They killed my wife, Ind for one
reason: I refuse to let the townships be
disrupted." Five weeks before our talk.
men Irmed with M47: had IttIcked
Sabelo’s eIr. He wIsnk in it It the time
but his wife wIs killed Ind. his three W
children seriously injured.
I Isked whether InkIthI hId used vio-
lence during the dark days oi’Auzust I985.
20
"InkathI has never opted for violence!"
he insisted. "We are obeying the laws of
the country. Others support using vio-
lence. We Ire the ones who say nego-
tiate." He then made I familiar point: "I
don’t deny that when you’re Ittaclted,
you’ve got to defend yourself. They were
swearing It InkathI. It Chief Buthelezi.
it went on for three days. That’s why the
community not angry. They Ittacked
because their leader was being sworn It."
I had brought along the newspaper
photo thIt showed SIbelo leading I col-
umn of amabutho. A circle dawn on his
hip wIs said to mark the presence of I
tun. I_to_ok.out,the clipping Ind showed
it to SIbeloL He put on his glasses. "Oh.
yes. that." he said. He launched into I
Ions. improbIble-sounding description of
how he had Iocidentally happened upon
.hu’. _ t .
the erriors while driving Irouod the
township. And whet Ibout the circled
spot on his hip? Wu it indeed I gun?
"Ridiculous!" he protested. ’l’d be I fool
to entry I gun there." He paused. ’I eIrry
my gun right here.’ he said. pItting the
left side of his chest. -
I ; "
’ i 4. ’i
A few days later. the InkIthI Women’s
Briude wt: to meet in Ulundi. the Zulu
upitIl. Chief Buthelezi wu scheduled to
mend Ind l hoped to talk to him. Driv-
ing from Durban, I wIs soon in NItIl’s
sugar country: green carpets of me
covered the rolling hillsides. Sooty mills
stood off in the distance, Ind packed
trucks shed stalks of me as they cruised
the two-lIne blIclttop. Then. Ibout two
hours out of DurbIn. the terrIin Ibruptiy
changed. Here WIs dusty scrublInd. with
boulders Ind acti. Cattle chewed It the
bIrren veld. Ind clumps of huts stood off
_the roadside. 1 Incl crossed the invisible
_line ’IepIrItins white NItII Ind blIck
KwIZulu.
Alongtthe wa to Ulundi I stopped It I
town called Nqutu. A typieIl KwIZulu
settlement. it consisted of I big sleepy in-
tersection. I cluster of trading stores. and
hundreds of houses mttered about the



countryside. Its distinctive feature was
the Charles Johnson Memorial Hospital,
the only medical facility for many miles
around. I arrived in the middle of the
"baby season." which regularly occurs
nine months Ifter the migrant workers
return home for Christmas. At the time
of my visit. dozens of bipbellied women
sat on the hospitIl grounds, gossiping
Iway the hours until their contractions
began. . , ’ .
’5 ,. i 5 ’ .’
Nqutu. I discovered. is In InPathI
town. Like r’nbst KWIZuIt’t communities.
it is extremely poor; jobs are scarce. and
the land has been scratched bare by
generations of overuse. In such barren
surroundings. InkIthI is one of the few
things to take root. Its mesuge of self-
discipline InJ Ielf-esteem holds out some
hope for those who lIck money. eduCI-
tion, Ind prospects. Here. Is throughout
KwIZulu. peIsInts nuke up most of In-
ItIthI’s base. In Iddition. many of
Nqutu’s leading citizens Ire members of
Inkatha. For store owners, lawyers.
teachers. Ind other members of the
village elite. lnkIthI offers their principal
opportunity to exercise influence.
In contrast to the volItile townships,
InkIthI faces little opposition in rural
KweZqu. in the I978 election for the
homeland Issernbly. InkIthI won every
seat. In the 1983 election. the organiza-
tion faced contests in only four of the
twenty-six seats: it won Ill four. InkItha
effectively monopolim the KwaZulu les-
islature. In hot. it controls every level of
KwIZqu government. Jobs throughout
the homeland Ire reserved for lnkatha
members. Most teIchers. doctors. and
even scholIrship holders must sign
pledges I(l’trming that they will not
cgiticife .lnkmhI, the K-I/IZtYu govern-
ment. of its Ellie! minister. Butheiczi has
gone further, declIrins thIt-members of
the UDF may not hold positions in the
KwaZulu civil service. For Ill practical
purposes. Butheiezi’s homeland is a one-
party state.
While in Nqutu I met a high-school
senior who. though I strong baclter of
the UDF. had joined lnkatha. To do
otherwise. he said. would be dangerous.
’The UDF canit operate here." he told me
in I hushed voice. "If you showed your
UDF Iil’tliztion. you’d be in real trouble."
I heard simil’Ir complaints from I senior
hospital employee. He had refused to
sign the lnkIthI pledge but. he said.
my others. especially teachers. had
been forced to do so. Middle-Iged Ind
Irticulate. the man commended Inkatha
for offering I lifeline to "people who Ire
ignorant. who’ve lost hope. who Ire
poor." He Idded. however, that in-
kIthI’s influence wIs "crumbling."
especially Imon; the oduuted. ’InkIthI
is following I tribIl line." he explained.
’It mites Zulu nItionIIism its first
priority. And. because of mu. people say



the organizItion is tIlting us bIdthrds."
Many of the people in the region. he said.
were sympIthetic to the ANC. "ln fad."
he observed. i’l donh think there’s I
single person who’s blIck who doesn’t
sympathize with the ANC."
The drive from Nqutu to Ulundi took
Ibout In hour. On arriving I was ordered
to stop by I group of mIchine-Iun-toting
KwIZulu police. My car was searched
thoroughly for weapons. then WIved on.
The town looked forlorn. Situated in I
ruued highlInd VIIley. Ulundi wIs built
- in the ntid-l970s on the site of the one-
’ time capital of the Zulu kings. Today. it
looks like I use of "new city" planning
run Imok: the government Ind residen-
tial sectors Ire located two full miles
IpIrt, with nothing but veld between
them. Ulundi hIs one hotel. I HolidIy
Inn. which, with fifty rooms. bills itself
Is the smallest HolidIy Inn in the world.
The lnkIthI Women’s BtigIde wIs
meeting in I huge, billowing tent in the
residential sector. When I Irrived. I
thousand women in khaki uniforms were
singing plIintive Zulu psIlms. Fifteen t
minutes later. drums begIn pounding and
women ululItinz: the chief wIs Irriving.
Buthelea’ entered the tent. bounded up to
the podium. Ind smiled broIdly Is the
brizIdists continued their chanting.
Behind him was I large butner proclIim-
in. the theme or the conference: "The
ChIllenges of Black Womanhood in the
Midst of Escalating Violence. White In-
trInsigenoe Ind the Problems of Facing
Escalating Poverty Worsened by the lm-
position of Sanctions Within I Stunted
Economy."
A minister delivered I long. impas-
sioned invocation. "I’he president o! In-
kathI." he intoned. l’is I prophet who is
leading the nation peacefully.’ He urged
everyone to pray that P.W. Both: would
heed the chief’s message. Murmurs of
supplication filled the tent. Next was I
Zulu "praise singer." who, at rhythmic.
breakneck speed. recounted the heroic
deeds of Chief Buthelezi and his fore-
bears. The recitation took I full twenty
minutes.
It wIs now time for the chiefs speech.
which lasted for one hour Ind forty
minutes. The speech. read from I pre-
pared text. was very dense. with few Ip.
plIuse lines. Ind Is the chief went on in I
monotone. heads begIn to nod off. The
themes were fImiliIr: praise for non-
violence. warm regard for Mandela. It-
taeks on the ANC. In I peculiar twist of
logic. the chief blamed the ANC. Ind not
the IpIrtheid government. for the recent
decision by the EuropeIn Economic
The New York Review



pose sanctions on South Africa. "Black
organizations who are precipitating this
increased suffering." he warned. hulls!
now be dealt with. it is our children they
want to maim with malnutrition."
Butheleu’ ended on a martial note:
While we reject the word as the in-
. strument for bringing about changes
that axe urgent in our country. if
some people try through the sword
to force us to abandon what we are
doing, let it be understood that we
. will seriously consider picking up the
sword to defend what we are doing.
if it ever becomes neossary one day -
for me to place a gun into you!
hands. my sistets (may God forbid).
l will place that gun in your hands, if
through it, it is the only way we can
achieve our ideals.
’Amundlal’ he shouted. using the Zulu
word for ’TOWCI.’ "Ngowethul’ (to the
people") a thousand women thundered
back. They broke into Zulu chants.
When they tinished. several reluctant
sheep were dragged before the podium
andpresentedtothechietasatiznot
mpeot. A number of other tributes were
offered to Buthelezi. including a long
poem comparing him to Shaka. Finally.
two lines of drum majorettes formed.
and Buthelezl exited between them.
The chief and his entourage went to the
Holiday Inn. where lunch was being
sewed in a private dining room (celled
the Butheleei Room). Toward the end of
the meal, l was told the chief was pre-
puedtoseemelwasdixeotedtotakea
mtuentohimattheheedtable.
Buthelezi is a robust. handsome man ,
who. despite his paunch. looks a dmde
younger than ftfty-eight. Fortunately. the
day’s events had left him’in an expansive
mood. and when I asked about US policy
toward South Attica. the praise came
forth in a rush. President Reagan, he told
me. Will 30 down in history as one of
your uatett presidents. He has acted in
a very statesmanlilte manner." "Con-
stntotive engagement." he added. was a
commendable policy that should be
continued.
l turned to the subject 0!: capitalism,
and the chief brightened funher. "As
someone responsible for the lives of my
people." he said. hthe free-enterprise.
capitalist system remains the only system
that is a force for development." Capital-
ism would prove to be the salvation of
Africa. he said. and the South African
economy could one day serve as an
"engine spreading it to the rest of the
continent."
I asked Buthelezi about the violence in
the Durban townships. The chief shifted
in his chair. ’When people talk about
this. they usually point a finger At lno
katha as responsible." he said with some
heat. "We are not responsible. When we
say we are committed to nonviolence. we
mean it. But there’s no way we’re going



to be sitting ducks. We reserve the right
to retaliate."
I mentioned that Wilmington Sabelo
had become a somewhat controversial
figure in Durban. "l don’t know what
you mean." Buthelezi snapped. l ex-
plained that many people in the town-
ship; wondered whether Sahelo’s activi-
ties were sanctioned by Ulundi. The chief
became more agitated. "Mr. Sabelo is a
member or the central committee," he
said loudly. "He’s a member of the Kwa.
Zulu assembly. Yes. some statements he
made were controversial. But it was Mr.
Sabelo’s wife that was killed. not Mr.
Sabelo that did any killing."
Febntary 12. 1987
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When 1 Isked Butheled Ibout his posi- 7
tion on the current nstIte of emergency"
imposed by the government in mid-June.
he was Ibrupt: fl’ve condemned the rtIte
of emergency mIny times. HIvenh you
reId my Ipeechei’l’ 1 mentioned’chuget
thIt while more th’In 20.000 people had
been Inested under the ItIte of emergency.
lnkIthI members hId been Ible to move
Ibout freely. "That’: I lot of bullshit!" he
thouted. "he been persecuted by the



regime for many yeIrs. 1 had my pIssport
tIken for nine yem. Pve been hounded
by BOSS (seeurityl Isents, It’s nensensieIl
for people to make these charges. Neither
Mr. BothI not Mr. TImbo eIn intimidate
uI. lnhthI’I I very big orgInizItion. We
don’t need I stIte of emergency to help
us. ThIt’s I lot of bullshit. 1 don’t know
how else to say it."
Getting up from the thle. I attempted
to cut through the tension. ’1 hope you
donlt the to do my more interviews for
I while." 1 stImmered. Buthelen’ glowed.
"1 do this only Is I due to my people,"
he IIid. Ind stood up. I’Otherwise 1
wouldn’t put’Nup with this bullshit!" He
puxhed his chair hard up Iinnst the table.
0 ’ ’ 5’.
4m. 1 J_t
The dileimnI Butheleil pose: for blIck
South A_frleI an be tlmply ItIted. He 1:
too week to rule blIcI: South Atria him-
-Ielf. Ind heii-t too strong for someone
else to run It wlthout him. Rowley Aren-
Itein wu rls’2t: Anyone Ittempting to
govern South Atria without Buthelezl
would (Ice I hery hIndieIp. So I freed
Nelson ?’lIndelI might well try to reIch
some IceommodItlon with GItIhI Bu-
thelezl. perhIps by offean him I high 3
governmentpositlon’." Some the men-
tioned foreign minister.
Such In effort seems likely to fIil. The
bitterness thIt hIs IecumulIted between
lnkIlhI Ind the ANC will not be eIsily
overcome. The bloodshed in DurbIn hIs
creIted I powerful desire for revenge.
One has only to listen to one of Chief
Buthelezi’s tindeI uIlnst the ANC to
. understInd how l’Ir things the gone.
Moreover. it 1.1 not cleIr thIt Butheled
would Ieeept I post in In ANC govern-
ment. Bued on his political history. the
man Ieenu unlikely to settle for Inythins
lea thIn top position in whatever orgIni-
utlon he’s involved with. Buthelezik
intolerInee-Iotne wwld eIll 1t pIrI-
nolI-mnket the prospect of diIlogue
with ANC lenders doubtful. InkIthI itself
IppeIn to be I one-mIn 2politieIl
InIchlne. The eonstInt tributes’to Buthe-
led. the frequent Illusions to king: Ind
. pmphets. ’the equItlon of leIder Ind
people-Ill these give lnkIthI the tone of
I personIlity cult. -
1n the end, though. Butheled’s greIteIt
_11Ibllity my be his own teoord on IpIrt-
heid. The chief chin: to be the tingle
most ndleIl force working for ehInge in
South Atria todIy. His performance in-
dieIteI otherwise. Butheled spends far
more time IttIckln; other blIck groups
thIn he data the Pracrll government.
Throughout lnkIthI’I eleven-yeIr his-
_ tory. the orgInintlon hIs rIrely It-
tempted to chIllenge the system. it hu
undermined consumer boycotts Ind other
kinds of populIr protest. lnkIthI hIs
Ilsa been louh to all mikes, Ind when
,,.:
IO
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lticreated I’labm federation in May 1986
it chose I well-to-do businessman as its
leader. Buthelezi. moreover. hIs enm-
pnigned tirelessly Iinnst internationIl
sanctions. -
During my interview with Buthelezi, 1
Isked how, given his opposition to sanc-
tions. he proposed .Iininl eonousions
from the NItionIlist government$ His
Inswer. in one word. wIs upitIlism. As
the economy vows. he said. black
leverage will increase. As In exImple.
Buthelezi cited the repeIl of lst reserv-
ing jobs for whites; when it bmme Ip-
parent thIt there werent enough whites
to go Iround, the lst were dropped.
"Whites the Iecepted that blacks must
be trIined if the economy is to be
IIved-not only Is laborers but even IS
mInIgers." he Mid. "There Ire predic-
tion: thIt by the end of this century. I
majority of mInIgers will be black."
The end of the century! The townships
Ire burning. the prisons Ire filled. the
edueItion system 1: in shImbles, Ind here
Buthelezi wIs talking Ibout blacks
becoming corporIte mmgers in the year
2001. it is indeed mm to itnIgine
Buthelezi Ind MIndelI finding common
ground.
There rennin: the Indaba. The more
Buthelezi’t nItionIl support diminishes.
the more IppeIling the lndnbu becomes
for Buthclen’. Butheled’s eleaion Is KwI-
NItIl’s leIder would enable him not only
to eonsolidIte his regional bIse but Ilso
to project In image of strength to blIcks
throughout South Atria. But the lndnba
hoes the same fundamentIl problem that
Ill other efforts It power sharing the
encountered: the intrInsigenee of the cen-
trIl government. in In: November 1986.
Stol’fel BothI. minister of home Ifl’Iirs.
rejected the Indaba on the peunds that it
would ’leId to dominItion.’ i.e.. black
rule. The lndaba process continues. but
its ehInee for success rem on I rIdieIl
change of hurt in PretoriI.
1f the Indaba hits, Buthelezi may find
himself left with one red choice. It: signs
Ire IppIrent everywhere. Buthelezi de-
nounces the ANC Is I Soviet puppet
tnInipulIted by communists. He uses
tn’bIl IppeIls to Iolidify his ethnic Ind
redonIl bIseI. He tnvels frequently to
the United Sales. Western Europe. Ind
lerel. tIlkin; ermly Ibout democracy
Ind free enterprise. MeInwhile. with
every min; month. lnkIthI is banni-
ln; more herily Inned.
One might all it the SIan option.
For more that I decade. Jonu SIvhnbi
Ind his UNITA forces the been fighting
the Soviet-bIcked government of AngolI.
SIvirnbl hIs I Iecure regionIl bIse, pow-



erful ethnic support. Ind strong backing
from the West. Viewin; 1nkIthI up close.
1 wIs etruck by its growing similarities to
UNITA. 1nkIthI omciIls themselves
seem to regud civil er Is inevithle. At
one Buthelen’ Idviser told me: ’Over the
long run. there’s only one centrIl black
politic! fprowts in South AfrieI-the
connict between the ANC Ind lukIthI.
. And there an be only one victor in thIt
conflict."
Already. Chief Buthelezi hIs begun
cIlling himself I "freedom fighter." El
-Jnnunry 15. I937
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