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"15! m d- Novenber. Mangosut hu Gat shn
Buthelea’ Inived in the United States for
| three-wcek visit. It was the nost recent
of nore than a dozen trips here for

But hel czi. who is chief mnister of the
KwazZul u honel and. president of the In-
katha political organization. and | eader
of South Africn’s six mllion Zulus. He
spoke to a Baptist eonuegntion in Or-

| ando, Florida. appeared on Pat Robert-
son’s 700 Aub in R chnond. Virginia.

and received In honorary | aw degree

from Boston University. in Washi ngton.
But hel ezi net with the editorial board of
the Post Ind attended | workin; dine:

at the conservative Hetitue Foundation.
Mon inportant ofall. he had I halt-hour
neet i ngwi t hPr esi dent Reacaanwel | |I's
separate conversations with George Bush
and George Shuitz. Ml col m Bal dridge at
Commerce wanted to see him too. but

But hel ezi couldn’t fit himin.

At | neeting of the Foreips Policy As-
soci ation three hundred peopl e showed

up It the New York Hel nsl ey Hotel to

hear Buthel ezi tal k about "The Surviva

of Diplomacy in Conflict." Drnsed in an
el egant business suit. he did not seem en-

tirely It case. He read iron: | prepared
text studded with high-ntinded phrases
like "foreign policy responsibilities’l Ind

"i’rameworlt o! eooperation." The Ines-
sue itself was rathet bland. asserting op-
position to muncontrolled viol ence" and
support for peeoeful change. Radinz
hurriedly. the chief seemed in | ntsh to
[ et throush.

The i’ tftyei ght-year-old Buthelezi is
known |Is I n engagi ng. jocula: mn-

until he is anused, when he can becone
quite sharp. And. as he I nswered ques-
tions after his talk. his tnlnner changed.
He | ashed out at Desnond Tutu ("He's

not el ected by anybody"). diver Tanbo
("i don’t see how he thinks | nkatha an
he wi shed Iway’ ), Ind the United
Denocratic Front ('It’s not In organiza-
tion like Inltatha is-stntetured. with |
constitution"). Wien it ante to discuss-
in, his ideas |Ibout the future. the Zulu
chi ef spoke el oquently about the Amer-
ican DreamlInc! the Bill of Rights. He
wanted both for South Atria. ’You can't
have | denocracy wi thout fndom oi

spwch. freedom of novenent. freedom

of assodation.’ he declared. 'i want |
government of law and | multiparty sys-
tem" it was an el oquent peei omanee.

and the appl ause was thunderous.

For Anericas who want to find | pro-
Western Iltemative to the African Na-
tional Congress. Buthelezi seens tailor-
rnade. John Silber. president of Boston
University. recently wote that the United
States should ' I support the clainms of
proved denpaati e opponents of apart-
hei d. such It Chief Mansosuthu Gatsha



But heiezi.’ And | recent New York
Time: editorial had this to say:
Chief Buthelezi is unfairly urin-
lured by black mlitants as an Uncle
Tom 31’ he truth is nore interesting.
He hls reputedly called for the
uncondi tional release of Nel son
Mandel a. jailed | eader of the Afri-
can National Congress. Though the
chi ef preaches noderation. he has
scorned Ittenpu to draw hi m anay
fromM. Mandeln into ul ksswith
Pretoria on 'a 'new 'di spensation’
mmto prolong mnority rule;
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.7 The Chi ef
Martin Peretz recently wote in The New
Republ i ¢, nDecent peopl e shoul d want
But hel ezi to have nore influence in South
Afric- rather than less.™
But hel ezi’s stand | sai nst sanctions has
endeared himto Anerican corporations;
when he is in New York. he often stays It
the hone of Sal Marzullo. | Mbil G
executive Ictive In the corporate eam
pai gn agai nst di sinvestnent. The chi ef
al so has fans in the Anerican | abor
novenent; in 1982, the AFL-Cl O named
hi m oowi nner of its annual Ceorge
Meany Award for human rights.
But But hei ezi has many detractors as
well. The mate than six hundred groups
i nside South Africa that make up the
United Denpaatic Front differ widely'in
enphasis and style. but they Ire united in
dism ssing Inhtha Is In Inn of the white
regime. The ANC. too. tei’usee to have
anything to do with Butheiezi. "W keep
hearing in the nedia that Gatsha is the
| eader of South Africa's six mllion
Zuius." Neo Mutnnnn. the MCl chief
representative to the United Nations. told
" nme. "This is nothing but a myth.’ in-
kat ha, he adds. is "an integral part of
apartheid. When |partheid goes. inkatha
wi Il be nothing but | shadow of its forner
Hr.
"- _ Mchaet’ Masst ng
heid unfolds, a black civil war seens to
be taki ng shape. One day soon, the US
may have to choose between | nkat ha and
the ANC (with whose | eaders CGeorge
Shultz has recently agreed to neet for the
fast tinme). What woul d Washi ngton be
setting in Buthel ezi?
I
Natal is unique in many ways. Squeezed
into the northeastern corner of South
Africa. it is the smallest of the country’s
four provinces. Subtropical tenperatures
and rich soil have made it an agricultura
par adi se. The lush sugar plantations here
produce enough an: to neet all of South
Africa’ s needs Ind then some..This iulso e



the union's playground. | landtoi’ urne
parks. wild banana trees. bright bouzain-
villea, Ind unspoil ed beaches. Durban, I
city of one mllion people on the indian
Ccean, is | mene- i’'or mddle-class whites.
A beachfront strip of high-rise hotels.
fast-food eateries. Ind souvenir shops
gives the city the feel of Mam Bach
Denographically. too. Natal is unique.

For one thing, the white population is

al nost entirely Enslish-speaking. Most
self." He held out the prospect that in: '"T Boer rennet: were driven out in the nine-
kat ha mi ght one day "be forced to play a
role like that of the contra."

The reference is telling. Dettaetors oi
Gat shl But hel ezi often conpare himto

Bi shop Abel Mizorewa. who was once

touted as Rhodesia’s noderate hope Ind
ended in exile in the US. But Mizorew ,

i ke the Pope. had no divisions. Butheleu
as | eader of the Zulu. has many. \Wat’s

3 nore. he seens to be preparing themfor
conflict. Even as the right aul nstapart-
teenth century. when Natal was the
preserve of British settlers. Even today.
Natal hls I British feel to it. Towns have
nanes |i ke Dundee Ind Newcastle. Ind
grocery stores are quaintly refen ed to as
“"tea roons." Durban’s city hlll is In

al nost exact replica of the city hall in
Bel fast. On the city’'s streets. men sport-
i ng colonial-style khaki shorts | ook |ike
a so tnlny exuas in In Al ec Guinness mm

" Most of South Africa’ s 900.000 | ndians
l[ive in Natal. They First attived in the

| 860s. when Natal’s sugar nagnates.

unabl e to convince |ocal blacks to cut
cane. inported thousands of indentured
servants from I ndia. Mdhandas Gandh

cane to Durban as | young | awyer in

| 893 and stayed for twenty years, during
which time he worked out his ideas of
passi ve resistance. Today the Phoeni x
settl enent outside Durban continues his
work. The city has In exotic Indian
bazaar, and curry is | staple on restaut-Int
nmenus.

Natal is also hone to npbst of South
Africa’s Zulus. O the country’s many

et hnic groups. the Zulus are the largest.
accounting for |bout one quartet of the
nation’s 25 mllion blacks. Unlike other
South Afrieln blacks. who have been

di spl aced I nd dispersed over the years.
the Zulus remain rooted to their ancestra
| ands. Today nobst of themlive in the
honel and of KwaZul u. which. nmade up

of some ten separate pieces. is spread |like
In inkblot across Natal. Wth | popul a-
tion of about four million. KwaZulu is
the |l argest of the ten honel ands. and(

But hel ezi is its chief executive.

Not only Natai’s Zulus but many of its-
whites as well |ook to Buthelezi Is I
possi bl e | eader. And this is probably nP"
nost distinctive thing of all about Natal. -
The province’ s Angl ophone whites like to
consi der thensel ves nore enlight ened

than whites el sewhere in the countryf"
(Many bl acks dispute this claim) As the
ANC s popularity rises. threatening a



radi cal transformation. Natai’'s uhites
have fastened on Buthelezi as their |ast,
best hope..As one | eadi ng busi nessman
told ne. nOver the last five years.

But hel ezi has. in white eyes, changed
from bei ng soneone hatdly anyone

| ooked up to to being the person who
says what everyone wants to hem"

Buthel ezi is lionized in Durban’s white
newspapers. Here is | representative pas-
sage. fromthe Sunday Tri bune:

.1

Now 58. he burns the nidnight oil to
keep up with the demands of his

constituents.... He regards it Is |
teal plus if he can get five hours’
sleep a night... Hs guest register

woul d probably conpare favour
ably. it’ not outdo. that of President
Bot ha. He never takes holidays.
There just isn't tine.... Chief
But hel ezi’s bedroomInd ea: Ire ful

of | mn and nagazi nes to which he
subscribes. But he never has tinme to
finish one.
One norning i paid a visit to the In.
katha Institute. Located in downtown
Durban. near the city’'s yacht basin. the
institute serves as | sort of personal think
tank for the chief. churning out studies
and position papets on the great issues of
the day. As Buthelezi’s gl obal connec-
ti ons have expanded. so has the institute' s
staff. which now nunbers twenty-ftve
people. up fromseven | year ago. | net
with the institute's white director. Peter
Mansfield. A Durban politician and a
menber of the Progressive Federal Party
(PFP). Mansiield explained why he had
gone to work for Buthelen': "I believe in
peaceful change if it is humanly possible.
Chief Buthelen’ is the nbst substantia
| eader pushing for such change." Mans-
i’teld added: ' The MC;, proclai med
policy is killing people, and the UDF has
15



| braw
danentl |1y nonviolent."
Mansfield is not the only white to work
for the chief. Wiites also help to wite
the chief’'s speeches. handle his, public
relations. provide himwith [ egal advice.
and counsel himon policy, In Iddition
But hel ezi has enthusi astic backing item
Nat aPs sugar barons, the dom nant eco-
nomc force in th ejprovince
Early in 1986, |nkatha Ind the sugar
blrons joined forces to pronote In In-
daba. | Zulu termfor | conference. By
the time of nmy visit. the Indaba us in
full swing. Thirty-seven organi zations
were dnftin; a constitution to conbine
white NItll Ind black KwaZulu into |
single political unit. (Among the organi-
ntions Ire political parties such as the
PEP. business |ssodations such Is the
Dur ban Chanber of Conmerce. Ind
.loell Ind senional :overnment bodies
such It the Durban city council Indithe
KweZul u governnent.) The new entity-
duhbed KW Nat || -woul d be governed
by | provinee-w de executive el ected by
people of Ill rlees. A proposed bicanera
| egi sl ature woul d include one house with
tens el ected by universal franchise and
another with In selts Illoeeted for each
of five "culturll groups’-includin;
Afri kaans. English. blacks. indians. Ind
| eltcth group of South Africans.
To succeed. the project would the to
"win the IpprOvil of Ptetoril-1 highly
uncertain proposition. given the Nation-
Ilists' traditional Intipathy to any form
of power timing and particululy to non-
rleill denmocracy. Undaunted, the |ndabe
went on to dritt | bill of rights nmay
times longer then its Americln counter-
pm with gulrlntees for and protec-
tion under the Ilw, the right to own
synmpathy foi’ithat. too." By contrast. he
_ said, "the chief’s philosophy is fun-
_ governeat L- Fortuntel yg
property. and | full basket of freedons.
The bill of rights Ilso sought to reassure
whites that their rights would not be
swanped by | black majority: 'tA person
bel onging to In ethnic. religious or lin-
gui stic group shall not be denied the right
to enjoy his own culture, to profess and
practise his own religion or to use his
own | anguage." h. .
For Buthel ezi, the | ndabaj eened I
ganble. For one thing. it threatened to
widen his differences with the ANC, which
rejected the entire project out of had.
As | banned institution. the ANC coul d
hardly putidpete I n-the process. even if
7 it wanted to.- And the ANC saw the | ndaba
Is | diversion fromthe main |l ntule-
-. the establishnment of | majority nltiona
government in | unified state. The ANC
tewdedthe I ndaba Is little nore than
In effort by Natalis whites to strike | sep-
Irlte deal wlthButhelelLl. And thit. of
, course.- helpeto explain the project’s_Ippea
for him In viewof the Zulu majority in
- Natal, | province-w de ballot would vinu-



| - ally ensure his election. As the first black
to rule whites in nodern South Africa.

But hel ezi woul d no doubt i’tnd his nationa
Ind internltionll stature enhlnoed.

As far |s the I ndaba w s concerned.

then. Inkllhl was taking | position that
seemed statesnunh’ ke. At the same tineg,

- thoush’ d began picking up nore disturb-
ing signals Ibout the organization. For
instuwe. i nmet | young bl ack journali st
who. earlier in theiyeer, had gone to
.eover |-t big Inklthl rilly in Dtuban.
Stindin x-In frontVoi’ the speaker’s plat-
form he hld been |oeosted by two nen.
"One had | gun, the other I!pclr.” he

told ne. I’ heyhhreuened to sub ne.’

The reporter recognized one of the nen

Is the intonation officer of the Kw Zulu
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f oxeign journalists saw what was happen-
ing and intervened. The journalist im
medi ately left the city Ind went to Johan-
nesburg. where he stayed until matters

cal mred down.

In Durban | heard rmuch of |nkatha's
growing mlitarization. A local gun shop
was receiving | steady stream of | nkatha
supporters. 11l of whomhad |licenses to
buy Firearns. Union organizers in the

| esi on had been set upon by | nkltha vigi-
| antes. Ind sonme Durban townshi ps had
fallen under the control of |nkatha war-

" lords. | met one young UDF organi zer who
wls |iving underground to elude attack by
I nklthl. Supponers oi’ the organization
he said. had ftrebonbed his house Ind

" shot his nephew five tinmes in the stonach.
He wu now living illeglly in |l white
guhnrb of Diurbln. "InlgtthlF he told ne,
vidols tine wotk’o! the iecurity forces."
| spent one Saturday li’ternoon with I
former Inklthl ldviser. For two hours

we at in his urden. going over his ex-
peri ences with the organi zation. He told
me that he had originally been Ituaeted
to I nklthl because of its potential for
becoming | truly populist. nuss-hased
organi zation. Wth tinme, though. he had
becone convi nced otherw se. Inklthl. he
told ne. Ws "Intoctltic" Ind "incredibly
violent." As for Chief Buthelezi. he said.
the nmost Ipt description was "intolerant."
"i started feeling thit there was all the
potential there for Inother dictatoria

i ndex." he said-

The theme oi,.intolerlnoe etopped up

time Ind ulin in my conversations about

, Butheled. So. on neeting | nkathl’'s |ega
Idviser. | took the opportunity to Isk
himlbout it. Rowey Arenttein is not |
typi cal Buthekd supporter. He is, I'm

.t :0
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Africa today. He was banned or jailed
continuously from 1960 until March

| 986-1 onger than any other South Afri -



can. Arenstein had recently thrown him

self into the | ndaba process. He net ne

It | Durban hotel. Now sixty-eight years

old, he had | nanow face and gray

goatee that nade ne think of Trotsky.

When | raised the question of Buthelczi’'s

reputation for being authoritarian Ind ,t

nt hl est. he said,

The prindple of his people is thlit In

infjury tooneis aninjury to Ill. 50

In Ittlck on Buthelezi is In and

not only on himbut on the whole

Zulu people. if he's not run enough

to sand up to their Ittacks, then he's

not mn enough to lead the Zulu

peopl e.

Only in NItIl. I thought. could I i’'nd |

white communi st defending I 2qu chi ef

by Ippealing to the principles of African

manhood.

Arenstein had worked for the ANC in

the 1950s and hld been on good terns

with its |l eader: until they turned to arned

struggle. | Isked whether he thought |

freed Nel son Mandela would be willing to

work with Buthelezi. "Mandela will work

with Buthelezi. Ind for | vety good

reason," said Atenstein. "The African

popul ation in South Africl is 25 mllion

Nearly seven nillion of themlre Zul us.

For I nybody to decide that he's going to

| ead the African people and exclude the

Zulus is like goilfg into the ring with his

left hind tied behind his huh"

1...
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regard Shaka. a king of the early nine-
teenth century. as their founding father
Wel | aware of this. the series’ producers
had cleared their script with the current
hereditary Zulu ki ng. naned Goodwi | |
Zwelithini. and the .entire KwaZulu
cabintet. Nonetheless. the project led to |
passi onat e debate about the nonarehls
true nature. $haka: G eat Leader or Just

| Black Htler?" asked | newspaper head-
line. succinctly summ ng up the contro-
verxy. Chief Buthelezi. in his charac-
tetistic style. called Shah’s contem
porary white critics ’'depraved |iars" who
"scattered spermIround KwaZul u as

ot her men scattered footsteps."”

For Buthelezj the point is hardly Im
dernic. The chief is fond of draw ng
paral |l el s between hinself Ind the Zulu
kings. i’King Shaka built a m ghty enpire
through ntesmmship Ind wi sdom |Ind

| the built the m ghty | nhtha nove-

nment through statetnenship and wi sdom"
he told I nt utherinz. |Inhtha. he

said, is | nitwiunent to Zulu politica
fidelity! Ihe chief lIdded: "W Is Zulus
Ire proud of our heritage. We Ire proud
of our errior blood. W feel the very
throb of history betting in our veins."
Brmhel ed’ s nother wi s the daughter of -
King Dinizulu. the last king of In in-
dependent Zulu state; his father cane
froml tribe am by custom provided

prime ministets to the Zulu kings. Like
nost Zul u boys. Gatshl Buthelezi grew

up herding uttle. At the lge of twenty,
he entered Fort Hare University, one of
the few universities then open to bl acks.
Ind it wis thete that Buthelezi first got
involved in politia. He joined the ANC
Yout h Leuue and took part in | boycott
a:linst the visit of the governor generll.
For this. Buthelezi wui expelled fromthe
school. According to a highly flattering
bi ography. Buthel eu’ then went to work
for the government Departnent of Native
Admi ni stration. having been told by In
official amthis would help w pe the inci-
dent fromhis record.

In 1952. he was offered | position Is
chief of the Buthelezi tribe. H s weer
had reached | turning point: he had to
choose between pursuing the nationsli st
politics of the ANC or the tribal politics
of the Zulu. The position as chief prom
ised little nmoney Ind even | ess prestige.
but, given his royll blood. it offered
prospects of Idvnnoenent. The ANC,

itself counseled himto take the position
Inning that it would provide himl base
for 1dVlneing the black cause. So. in
March 1953. It the ue of twentyJour

Gat sha beenne chief of the 30.000 Suthe-

| ezis. Through deft maneuvering, be

rapi dly noved up the Zulu hierarchy. and
when KwaZul u was established Is the

Zulu homel I nd in 1970, Buthel ezi becane
its chief executive. In subsequent years.
he refused to accept independence for
KwazZul u. thus effectively torpedoin; the



government’s honel I nd strategy. None-

thel ess Buthelw worked within the

honel and system Ind Pretoria provided a

| arge proportion of the KwaZul u govern-
ment’ s revenues.

But hel ezi founded I nklthl Is | una-

tionli cultural l|iberation nmoverment” in
1975 and it quickly beanie the dom nant
politial orlanintion in KwaZulu. |Its
guiding principle was that the black na-

"u on could be liberated only Ifter black
i ndi vi dual s thensel ves had been |iberated.
Since its founding. Inklthl has sought to
instill inits nenmbers | sense of contro
over their own destiny. In practice. this
has nmelnt offering people ways of better-
%

" Gat sha But hel ezi by Ben Tenkin (Cape
Town: Punell. 1976).

February 12, 1987

ing their lot. Adults can take courses in
subj ects |ike sewing and gardeni ng, while
yout h canps offer instruction in civic-
rni nded projects. In the end, though, the
nessage is nore noral than materi al

wi th education and hard work. you can

get ahead. This stress on self-IsteemInd
sel f-discipline makes I nkntha's rhetoric
sound like In African version of Jesse
Jackson’s Qperation PUSH

By 1980, | nkatha clai med 300. 000

menbers. Today the figure is put at

1.3 million. |eading Buthelezl to cal

it the i’'largest black novenent ever to
have energed in the history of this coun-
try." Inkatha's nore than one thousand
bunches extend into renotest Zul ul and.
providing a ready network that can be set
in motion when the chief wants | show of
force. Last May |I. for instance, Inltathl
scheduled | rally in Durban to mark the

[ aunching of | new trlde union. A huge
bus-and-train caravan Ws set up to bring
ANTI GONE

a remar kabl e new version

of one of Western Civilizations

hi ghest achi evenents
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in people fromham ets across the hone-
land. |la the end. 70,000 people jamred
King's Park Stadium | figure Buthelez

has cited ever since as proof of |Inkatha's
strengt h.

Despite such large crowds. it is unclear
how broadly based | nkatha’ s support
really is. Its activities have | very distinct
ethnic cast. Zulu Chieftains have an im
portant part in the organization. and Bu-
thel ezi often seeks to bolster his authority
by referring to his own hereditary posi-
tion. The chief is lddretsed Is Ml wana.
or "Prince’-1 title reserved for direct
descendants of the Zulu kings. The nane
"I nkatha" itself refers to | cerenonia
coil woven fromnatural Fibers that the
Zulu kings traditionally used to sym

boli ze oneness with their people.

in KwaZul u. every Septenber 24 is

Shaka Day. At that tinme. the chief pfe- .0



sides ove: | s'eries ol’ ralli’ei nfiughcut
KwazZul u. Often dressed in nnimal skins
Frol m one of the nnoet

di stingui shed poets of the :7

Engl i sh- speaki ng world

and hearing | scepterlike rod of authori-
ty, he extolls the wi sdom and mi ght of
Ki ng Shaka and calls on the Zulu people
to emulate him He is attended by war-
riors. or inpis. who brandish traditiona
Zul u spears. shields. and knobkerries
(clubs). As drunmers pound out a warlike
beat. the inpis stage nock reenactnent:

of battle. While appealing to Zulus. this
spectacl e of gyrating inmpis does not ex-
actly advance I nkatha' s efforts anong
non- Zul us.

The enphasi s on Shaka nakes many

non- Zul us | eery. Shaka was somnet hi ng of

a bl ack Napol eon-1 noderni zi ng na-
tionalist, a brilliant general. and an as-
yessi ve expansionist all rolled into one.
At the tine of his birth. in 1787. the
Zulu: were | sinmple clan with no nore
than |.500 nenbers. They lived in rel a-
tiw peace with scores of other clans. and
4h; battles Inmonz them consisted nostly
of throwi ng spears over great distances.
|7
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That abruptly changed in 1816, when

Shaka gai ned control of his own inp!

regi ment. An advocate-of hand-twhand
conbat. he fashioned the comobn spear

into | shorter. thrusting weapon and
drilled his men in its use. He al so ordered
themto discard their sandals, thus in-
creasing their mobility. Wth this well.

di sciplined force. Shaka narched t hrough
the countryside, subduing clans liong the
way. I nd he eventually expanded his

nmy to 40.000 sol diers.

Bef ore | ong. Shlkl had brought the

entire region under his control. Contem
porlry nounts portray his reign |Is ex-
oeptionaliy brutli. Menbers of Shlkl’'s
[tr1ll were executed It the slightest hint
of opposition. Qthers were dispatched

nmore whinsiellly: | nick by the roya
barber. for instance. could cost himhis
life. Eventually. Shlltl succeeded in com
bining the VIrious cumin the region into
| single people. Thus was born the i’ Zulu
Nation." Wth | popul ation of 250,000. it
was the strongest political unit south-
elstern Atria hld ever seen. Even after
Shikl w's Issusinated. in 1828. the

Zulus were lhle to withstand repeated
British effons ta defeat them Only in
1879. after a series of bloody battles. did
the Zulus finally submt.

Shah’s reign left the Zulu people with |
sense of nationhood that endures to this
day. it also left Chief Buthelezi with |
rich collection of synbols to draw on

H s speeches often refer to thc Zul us’
proud history. their fighting spirit. their
m ghty kings. A; South African polities
grow ever nore fractious. these thenes
have provided the chief | convenient

nmeans or rallying his followers. As one of
But hel ed’ s advisers told me. hThe nobili -
zation of Zulu nationalismis | very effec-
tite counternmeasure to the spread of
township violence." helping to unite in-
kat ha’s nmenbers. Although this el enent

has been present before. he said. ..it has
recei ved increasing enphasis over the |ast
three years."

But this Ipprdch has some very clear
drawbacks. Inkltha s blltint |Ippeals to
ethnicity run counter to the direction of
contenporary South African polities.

Both the ANC I nd the UDF have con-
sistentiy rejected trthlisrn Is | nobilizing
force, Issociatin; it with the divide-Ind-
rule tactic of the white governnent. The
honel and strategy. of course. rests on the
governnent’s insistence on breaki ng down
the African majority into so many Zul us,
Xhosa. Sothos. Ind so on. By contrast.

the ANC hls sought to merge Il ethnic
groups into | common nationll novenent.
Recent polls suggest the linmts of
Buthelezi’s Zulu stritegy. In 1977. | West
German survey found that Buthelezi VII

the tigure nost Idmired by (3.8 percent

of all blacks in Soweto. Durbln. Ind
Pretoria. (The ANC was favored by 2L7
percent.) By August 1985, | London Sun-



day Times poll found Buthelezi Ws
preferred by only 6 percent of the bl acks
pol | ed; Nel son Mandela wis the choi ce of
49 percent. Around the tune tine.

pol I ster Mark Orkin. in | survey of eight
hundred urban bl acks. found M ndel

Ind the ANC to be the choice of Sl per-
cent Ind Buthelezi Ind Inklthl. of 8 per-
cent. in .enerll. Okin found that the
nore urbut Zul us becone. the test likely
they Ire to back Inklthl.

I nkathl’s own clainms to have 1.3

m ni on menbers seemgreatly innlted.
Statements by tnkatha ot’licills suggest
"Di sinvestnent. the Struggle. and the
Future: What Black South Africans Really
Thi nk (Johannesburg: RIVIn Press.

1986). P. 41.
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this nunmber includes everyone who has.
ever bel onged to the organi zati on since

1 975. | ndependent observers generally

put | nkatha' s paid-up nmenbership It be-
tween 300. 000 and 400.000. nost of them
located in Natal. Buthciezi is essentially a
strong regional figure with I base in the
remai ns of Shaka’s ki ngdom While the
Zulu nation has shrunk since its days of
gl ory. many bl ack South Africans, m nd-
ful of the Zulu past. fear it could rise
I gal n.

3.

The Dl akoni| ecurnenical center. |ocated

i n downt own Durban. houses nmany of

the city’s Intiapartheid organi zati ons.
Anong themis the Legal Resources Cen-
tre, Durban’s principal legll-lid oft’tce.
Appearing there for In interview | found
its witins roomjamred wth protpee.
tive clients. nmost of them black. | n Dur-
ban. Is el sewhere. bllcks Ivoid the police
whenever possible. so when they have
something to report. they often cone

here instead. in cases where legal Iction
seens errinted. the center’s inyers Isk
clients to dietlte In Ifiidlvit. | was given
| sheli of such stltenents dealing with
recent lighting Intong black factions in
the Durbln area.

The I1fl’Idlvits made for hair-raisin;
reading. in one. Belindl. Mekl. | reti-
dent of the Lindellni squltter settlenent.
descri bed being forced to go to the hone
of Thomas Shabal ala. | KwaZul u | egi s-
lator Ind nmenber of Inkathl’s Centra
Conmittee. Shabal al a’s house I nd yard.
the docunent st ated.

appeared to ne to be | npbst sinister

pl ace. There were nany | nned nen

within the prem ses. many |nted

with rifles Ind same of them wearing
khaki uniform and boots. Ind

Inned with knobkerriee, spears Ind
rifles. | uthered that the people

were | Sthlillla sl body gultds.

Many of thempointed the rifles It

me seven! tines.... | sawlive

vehicles . . . leaving | Shabllall’ sl prem
i ses packed with men, Irmed with

sticks, spears Ind bush knives.

In the ylrd, several people were being



held in |’ barbed-w re encl osure. One
teen-age boy with hound_I|jands_"I ooked -
extremely afraid and tuas sl.ivering.".
Meka stated in the affidavit: she was
told that he was waiting to be kill ed.
Eventual | y. Shabal al a hi nsel f appeared
and shouted that all those gathered
shoul d

| eave Lindel ani i mmediately. other-

wi se he would send his warriors to

kill us Ind burn our houses down.

He said that Lindelani was | place

for | nkathl people Ind not for peo-

pl e who supported the United

Denocratic Front.

in the end Mekl was | et go, but. accord-
ing to her Ithdlvit. she was "too ter-
rified" to return hone.

The ot her docunents were equal ly
chilling. They told of death threats.

i " trebonbi nu, I|bductions. batings, stab-
bi ngs. Ind shootings. Many of the It-
tacks were Ittributed to vigillntes who,
Chi ef Bul helezl urine at ."" Inluuhe politica
i ke those in Shahal al a’s conpound. car
ried triditionll Zulu weapons. In the |est
few years. these erriors the becone |
regul I r presence in the townships of Durf
bln. serving Is shock troops in Inkltha's
ongoing er with the ANC I nd UDF, The

UDF hls nmounted its own Ittlcks agai nst

I nklthl, Ind both sides the by now
conpiled long lists of grieVineel. The
oonfrontltion hls bme | bl cody one.
rlitinx serious questions about |nkatha's
often procllimed comitnent to non-

vi ol ence.

The connict is rooted in the tension
that. since the m dol 970s. has simered
bet ween I nkathl Ind the ANC. Unti

then. the relations b.5weet. the tu
organi zations were 'flir'ty cordili tines.
ANc | eaders eneourued Butheleli to

take up his position Is |I honel and

| eader. and they strongly praised his deci
sion to ref use independence for KW Zul u.
The ANC Il so | ooked favorlbly on

But hel ezi’s decision to create | nkltha.
seeing it Is | vehicle for organizing 2qu
peasants.

Then came the 1976 Soweto upri sing.

Wth the sllughter of hundreds of

unarrmed students. In entire generation

of bl acks heclnme nore radical. The First

| arge continents of township youth took
of f for ANC guerrilla canps outside the
country. Meanwhile, Chief Butheiezi was

| ooking for foreign investnent and
hol di ng private neetings with Afrikaner
Nati onal i sts. He had cautious praise for
P.W Both: after his election as prine
mnister in 1978. in the new climate.

But hel ezi | ooked nore and nore |like a
conventional honel and | eader.

in the fall of 1979. the two sides net in
London to try to rcsolveitheir differ-
ences. The ANC had expected | | ow key.

of f-the-record session. but Buthelezi Ir-
rived with | seventeen-person entourage.
and before long, the neeting | ppeared on
the front pages of Johannesburg’ s news-

rally.



papers. Fromthere matters quickly went

downhill. I'n 1980. Inklthl vigilantes
br oke up school boycotts in the Durban
area: Buthelezi. intent on preventing

simllr protests in the future. called on
his followers ho create welldisciplined
Ind regimental Imth in every Inklthl

regi on!'l Angered by such coments. mi-
itanl forces inside the country pressed the
ANC leldership to take | stand | sainst
Inklthl. in July 1980. it finally did.
President Oiver TInbo decllred thit
But hel ezi. enoourued iilo join the forces
of the struggle." had instead "emerged on
the side of the eneny linnst the people.™
In the years since. Buthelezi has It-
tempted to take over the aura of the

ANC. | nkatha's eol ors-green. gold. and
blatk-lre the sane Is the ANC s. Ind

I nkat hl menbers wear ANC-1ike uni -

forns. In speeches. the chief frequently
recalls his days in the ANC Youth

League. Above |Ill. Buthel ezi has sought
to Ittaeh hinmself to Nelson Mandel a. He
has repeatedly ellled for Mandel a’s

rel ease and has refused to m: with the
white government until that happens.

The chief hls circulated the courteous but
per funct ory-soundi ng notes Mandel a has
sent himin In effort to create In inmage
of warmh between the two men.

At the slme tinme. Buthel ezi has harshly
Ittacked the ANC | eadership based in
Luslltl. Zanbia. He invariably calls it
the ANC s "external mission." in an at-
tempt to distinguish it fromthe "ireal’
ANC | ed by Nel son Mandel a. But hel ez
condemms the ANC for what he clains is
its communi st domination. its lust for
one-party rule. and. lbove all. its use of
vi ol ence. A new | nkat ha brochure con-

The New York Revi ew
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veys the flavor of his remarks: "The Ex-
ternal M ssion of the ANC...receives
arns and anmunition to kill people from
the Soviet Union and the Eastern bl oc
and has hardiine Conmunists on its ex-

ecutive." It says of |nkatha nmenbers that
..their weapons are not AK 47 rifles, hand
grenades. |linpet mnes and the barbaric

heckl acel hut tine-honoured val ues en-
shrined in internationally accepted

nmet hods of denocratic opposition." Bu-
thel ezi frequently assertthat the "exter-
nal m ssion" adopted arned struggle

wi thout first obtaining a nmandate from

i nside the country.

The ANC, for its part. rejects such
charges. maintaining that it adopted the
strategy of violent opposition only after
the government banned it from pursuing
nonvi ol ent forns of protest. As for a.
nmandat e. the organi zation would no

doubt note that its popularity has steadily
grown over the twentyd tve years during
which it has engaged in nrned resistance.
The ANC as an organi zati on has not en-
dorsed practices |ike necklacing. the
gruesone killing of alleged coll aborators
by setting |’'mto gasoline-Ftlled tires hung
around their necks. It is true that one
AM official-Secretary CGeneral Alfred
Nzo-tolc an mterti ewer he supported

the practice. Aiver Tanbo has said he
regrets it. Buthelezi has rarely criticized
the killings carried out by the vigilante
groups onel to him

During the last three years. Inkatha's
attacks have concentrated on the United
Denocratic Front. By its very existence.
the UDF chal l enged Buthelezi’'s claimto
be the ANC s true heir. As Cerhard Hare
and CGeorgina Stevens observe in their
forthcom ng book. An Appetite for

Power: Bu!hele:i’: Inkatha and |ke
Politic: of "Loyal Resistance. "

the L' DF had sel f-consei ously drawn

on the sune tradition that was
represented in the ANC. end had

done so with greater legitimcy (than

| nkat hal . The UDF accepted and

vi gorously pronoted the Freedom

and :1 _ "' :utr-ns and

onee bearers aha :’' 1d successfully

In) :Eaimto that tradition

For instance. Albertina Sisuiu. one of the
UDF' s three presidents. is the wife of
Waiter Sisqu. a forner secretary genera
of the ANC who is serving a life prison
sentence with Nel son Mandel a.

More inmportant. the UDF chal |l enged

I nLatha on its own ground. For nany
years. | nkatha enjoyed a nonopoly over
mack poit'tieat lite tn Natal. but it spent
nore energy teachi ng wonen how to

h(WIind teen-agers how to grow crops

than hou to organi ze serious protests.
Fromthe time of its founding in 1983.
the UDF has set up a network of grass-
roots organi zations in the Durban town-
ships to deal with such issues as hous-



ing. forced renovals. end transporta-
tion. By offering an outlet for protest.
the UDF attracted many bl ack profes-
sionals. intellectuals. students. and
cl ergy.
The one group it had no tine for was
| nkat ha. The UDF regarded it as | col -
| aborator with the regine and thus refused
to have anything to do with it. Sone
local UDF affiliates tried to convert cer-
tain areas into "no-go’ zones for |nkatha
offtciah. In 1984. for instance. |ocal UDF
representatives sought a coun injunction
to prevent Chief Butheiezi fromholding a
rally in the towship of leonrviile. In
the end. Buthelen’ nanaged to appear
wi t hout incident. Nonethel ess. the no-go
strategy contributed to a climte of in-
timdation agai nst |Inkatha supporters.
some of whom were attaeked.
But the violence carried out by Inkatha
seens to have been nore extensive and
better coordinated. Wth the tacit and at
times active support of the South African
security forces. Inkatha has sought to
elimnate UDF influence fromthe
townshi ps under its control. The wor st
bl oodl etting occurred in August 1985. At
the start of the nonth. Victoria Menge.
I weli-ltnown UDF | awer. was gunned
down in front of her house in the Durban
townshi p of Um azi. an | nkatha strong-
hold. "Her killers were never caught;
nonet hel ess. outraged UDF students
called for a weekl ong boycott of classes.
The protests quickly got out of hand.
Groups of "conrades" began setting fire
to school buses end other targets. Soon
nore crimnal elenments took over, setting
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ot’f waves of |ooting and arson through-
out the townshi ps. Scores of businesses
were torched. many of them belonging to

I nkat ha nenbers.

To provide protection, busloads of
heavily arned nmen were brought in from
the countrysi de. Amabul ho. they were
called. a termfrom Shaka's day referring
to warrior reginments. Moving quickly

h against the rioters, these vigilante: soon
managed to restore order. But they were
just getting started. Taking control of the
townshi ps. the anmabul ha went on the

war pat h agai nst the UDF. Their offensjve
began on August 7. Il a nenorial service
being held for Victoria Menge in an

Ur azi novi e house. One nourner re-
called the ocasion: "i could see a |l arge
group of nmen outside the cinema. They
were carrying sticks. spears. or knob
kerries end were noving rhythmcally

and chanting. 'Usuthul’ (a Zulu war cryl;
behind them nilitary vehicles...used
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Nm. ....

mun. . .

t



_ 9- MNE EXPLORNG
350, .5’ 99631 535 ?1 KJII M 315. 50

TM?! -

utt I m
,Noua’u’a to
. he,

"TI. $219va63! 1171. nsouuo
Pri m Manet
at. you
do
$1. 00 EACH
Q THE HI STORY BOOK CLUB. DEFT. N
cdntu PdeM
11m mun." a |
Sul a
spotlight to light up the area near the Ex-
ecutive Hotel. 1 have never been so afraid
inm life." Wen the people inside got
wi nd of what was happeni ng. they fran-
tically tried to escape. As they energed.
t he amabul ho attacked. An esti mated
ni net een people were killed and nore
than one hundred injured.
A week of terror followed. Brandish-
ing sticks and spears, the amabul ho
swarnmed through the streets of Um az
and ot her townships. forcing bystenders
to join themas they noved from house
to house. searching for UDF nenbers
and ot her "troubl emakers." Those unable
to produce inkatha nmenbership cards
wer e harassed. beaten. and sonetines
shot. In all. scores of people were killed,
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dozens of houses burned. Ind mny thou-
sands terrorized. The tension reached
high point It the end of the nonth. when
W nni ngton Sabelo. Inklthl’s top man in
Unllzi. puoliclyg ordered Il UDF sup-
poners to | eave the township

Si nce that August, the violence in

Nltl1l has persisted, though on | smaller
scale. with each side seeking to settle old
scores. For instance, | ws told that pro
UDF youth Ire receiving mlitary training
in order to carry out reprisals linnst In-
[tathl nmenbers. Inklthl. melnwhile.

seens determned to root out |Il remain-
ing tramof UDF support. In Mrch
1986. for instlnoe, | UDF, oonfereuee ’

held in Durban to discuss the crisis’in
education was disrupted by hundreds of
amabut ho. who were taken to the con-
ferenoe building in buses rented by In-
ht hui nt heensui nsft zhti nngopeopl e

" were killed Ind nmany Injured. |nklthl
has Ilso cerried on (Violent elnplign
agai nst the Congress of South Africa:
Trlde Unions (COSATU). the Ilrglst
| abor organization In the country.
A perticullrly striking future or the
violence is the degree to which high

I nl mhl/KwW Zul u odels hlile been in-

volved init. The It't'tdlvits filed by vic-
tims nention Kw Zul u abi net ministers;
menbers of the Kw Zulu Istenbly: |

| oad ehlirperson of the Inklthl VWwm

en's Brigade: | nltionll Inklthl youth
organi zer: | KwaZulu public relltions of-
lieer; Ind various township coundl ors.
Among the nost felred Inklthl offt-

eills is WImngton Sabelo. In Iddition to
sitting in the KW Zqu Issernbly, Slbelo
serves on Inhthl’'s Centnl Comittee.

the oranintion’'s pt’'incipll policy-

maki ng group. During the August fight-

i ng. Sabel o was frequently sighted direct-
in; anbutha Ittlclts. A newsplper pho-
"mgphl tt heti neshowedhi mtthe_.

heed or | group of viaillntes. The

headline reld: 'Here's the proof: Top In.
[tIthl men are leldin; the notorious

inmpis in their terror anpsisn in Durban."”
Slbelo’s ruthless control of the Ur m
township has ned himthe Inkatha title

of W" , t g..

One Itternoon | set out to find Slbelo.
driving to Urhi with | young bllck
joumist. mnus: ot Durbln’s town:

ships, UrMlzi is Ilsa the nost pros-

perous. As we glided Ilong Mangosut hu

H ghway (nlmed gfter Chief Buthelezi).

we plssed | shoppi n?bonpl ex, | dneun

| soccer stldiurn. even | golf course. He
houses seenmed well built. their ylrds well
tended. At Sabel 0’s house. we found him
sitting in his elr. signing checks for |
witing Issistint. He tlid he would be
happy to talk. W followed his at up the
road Ind into | hotel parking lot. There

we conduct edht he interview Sabelo did

not |l ook the put of |I Zulu erlord. Bald

Ind plunp. he wore | tan juket. brown
loafers. Ind | yellowup with | childlike
drawi ng of the US space shuttle. As we



beun. he told nme to ook into the dis-
tlnoe. where buses were bringing children
hone from school. Students |eross South
Afri Cl were boycotting classes. but not in
U iIn.

uOne hundred percent of our schools

Ire functioning." Sabelo told me proudly.
"People Ire criticizing us beuuse we

don’t Illow our students to boycott
classes. They killed nmy wife, Ind for one
reason: | refuse to let the townshi ps be

di srupted." Five weeks before our talk
men Irmed with MA7: had Ittlcked

Sabelo’s elr. He wisnk in it It the tine
but his wife wis killed Ind. his three W
children seriously injured.

| Isked whether Inklthl hld used vio-

l ence during the dark days oi’ Auzust |985.
20

"I nkat hl has never opted for violence!"
he insisted. "W are obeying the | aws of
the country. Ohers support using vio-

| ence. W Ire the ones who say nego-
tiate." He then made | fam liar point: "I
don’t deny that when you're Ittaclted,
you' ve got to defend yourself. They were
swearing It Inkathl. It Chief Buthelezi.
it went on for three days. That’'s why the
conmunity not angry. They Ittacked
because their | eader was being sworn It."
| had brought al ong the newspaper

photo thlit showed Slbelo |eading I col -
um of amabutho. A circle dawn on his

hip wis said to mark the presence of

tun. | _to_ok.out,the clipping Ind showed
it to SlbeloL He put on his glasses. "Oh.
yes. that." he said. He launched into |

| ons. inproblble-soundi ng description of
how he had | ocidentally happened upon
.hu' . t .

the erriors while driving Irouod the
townshi p. And whet |bout the circled

spot on his hip? Wi it indeed | gun?

"Ri diculous!" he protested. 'I'd be I foo
to entry | gun there."” He paused. '| elrry
ny gun right here.’” he said. pltting the
left side of his chest. -

I "
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A few days later. the Inklthl Wnen's
Briude wt: to neet in Uundi. the Zulu

upitll. Chief Buthelezi wu scheduled to
nmend Ind | hoped to talk to him Driv-
ing fromDurban, I wis soon in Ntll’'s

sugar country: green carpets of nme

covered the rolling hillsides. Sooty mlls
stood off in the distance, Ind packed
trucks shed stal ks of me as they cruised
the two-l1ne bllclttop. Then. |bout two
hours out of Durbln. the terrlin Ibruptiy
changed. Here Ws dusty scrublind. with

boul ders Ind acti. Cattle chewed It the
blrren veld. Ind clunps of huts stood off
_the roadside. 1 Incl crossed the invisible
_line "leplritins white NItll Ind bllck

Kwl Zul u.

Alongtthe wa to Uundi | stopped It |

town called Nqutu. A typiell Kw Zulu
settlenent. it consisted of | big sleepy in-
tersection. | cluster of trading stores. and
hundreds of houses nttered about the



countryside. Its distinctive feature was
the Charles Johnson Menorial Hospital,

the only medical facility for many niles
around. | arrived in the nmiddle of the
"baby season." which regularly occurs
nine nonths Ifter the mgrant workers
return home for Christmas. At the tine

of nmy visit. dozens of bipbellied wonen
sat on the hospitll grounds, gossi ping
Iway the hours until their contractions
began. . , ' .

'5,. 0 5

Ngutu. | discovered. is In |InPathl

town. Like r’nbst KWZult’'t communities.
it is extremely poor; jobs are scarce. and
the I and has been scratched bare by
generations of overuse. |In such barren
surroundi ngs. Inklthl is one of the few
things to take root. Its nesuge of self-
di scipline InJ lelf-esteem holds out some
hope for those who |lck nmoney. edudC -
tion, Ind prospects. Here. I|s throughout
KW Zul u. pelslints nuke up nost of In-
I[tIthl's base. In Iddition. many of
Ngqutu’'s leading citizens Ire menbers of

| nkat ha. For store owners, |awers.
teachers. Ind other nmenmbers of the
village elite. Inklthl offers their principa
opportunity to exercise influence.

In contrast to the volltile townships,
Inklthl faces little opposition in rura
KweZqu. in the 1978 election for the

honel and I ssernbly. Inklthl won every
seat. In the 1983 election. the organiza-
tion faced contests in only four of the
twenty-six seats: it won Il four. Inkltha
effectively monopol i mthe KwaZulu | es-
islature. In hot. it controls every |evel of
Kwl Zqu gover nnent. Jobs throughout

the homel and Ire reserved for | nkatha
menbers. Most telchers. doctors. and

even schol Irship hol ders nust sign

pl edges I (I'trnming that they will not
cgiticife .Inkmhl, the K-1/1ZtYu govern-
ment. of its Ellie! mnister. Butheiczi has
gone further, decllrins thlt-nmenbers of
the UDF may not hold positions in the
KwazZul u civil service. For Ill practica
pur poses. Butheiezi’'s honmeland is a one-
party state.

VWile in Nqutu I met a high-schoo

seni or who. though |I strong baclter of
the UDF. had joined | nkatha. To do

ot herwi se. he said. woul d be dangerous.
"The UDF canit operate here." he told ne
in | hushed voice. "If you showed your
UDF lil’tliztion. you'd be in real trouble.”
| heard siml’'Ir conplaints from| senior
hospital enployee. He had refused to

sign the I nklthl pledge but. he said.

ny others. especially teachers. had

been forced to do so. Mddle-lged Ind
Irticulate. the man comrended | nkat ha

for offering | lifeline to "people who Ire
i gnorant. who've | ost hope. who Ire

poor." He |dded. however, that in-

kithl's influence ws "crunbling."
especially Inon; the oduuted. ’'I1nklthl

is following I tribll line." he explained.
"It mtes Zulu nltionllismits first
priority. And. because of nu. people say



the organizltion is tllting us bldthrds."
Many of the people in the region. he said.
were synplthetic to the ANC. "In fad."

he observed. i’l donh think there' s |
singl e person who's bllck who doesn’t
synpat hi ze with the ANC. "

The drive from Nqutu to U undi took

I bout In hour. On arriving |I was ordered
to stop by I group of mchine-lun-toting
Kw Zul u police. My car was searched

t horoughly for weapons. then Wved on.

The town | ooked forlorn. Situated in |
ruued highlind Villey. Uundi ws built

- inthe ntid-1970s on the site of the one-
" time capital of the Zulu kings. Today. it
| ooks like | use of "new city" planning
run I nok: the government |Ind residen-

tial sectors Ire located two full miles
Iplrt, with nothing but veld between

them U undi hls one hotel. | Holidly

Inn. which, with fifty rooms. bills itself
Is the smallest Holidly Inn in the world.
The I nklthl Wnen's Btiglde ws

neeting in | huge, billowing tent in the
residential sector. When | Irrived. |

t housand wonen in khaki uniforms were
singing pllintive Zulu pslIins. Fifteen t
m nutes later. druns begln poundi ng and
worren ululltinz: the chief wis Irriving.
But hel ea’ entered the tent. bounded up to
the podium Ind smiled broldly Is the
brizldists continued their chanting.
Behind himwas | |arge butner procllim
in. the thene or the conference: "The

Chl Il enges of Black Wwnmanhood in the

M dst of Escal ating Violence. Wite In-
trlnsigenoe Ind the Problens of Facing
Escal ati ng Poverty Wrsened by the I m
position of Sanctions Wthin | Stunted

Econony. "

A mnister delivered |I long. inpas-
sioned invocation. "I’ he president o! In-
kathl." he intoned. I'is | prophet who is

| eadi ng the nation peacefully.’” He urged
everyone to pray that P.W Both: would
heed the chief’'s message. Murnurs of
supplication filled the tent. Next was |
Zulu "praise singer." who, at rhythmc.
br eakneck speed. recounted the heroic
deeds of Chief Buthelezi and his fore-
bears. The recitation took I full twenty
m nut es.

It wis nowtine for the chiefs speech.
which lasted for one hour Ind forty

m nutes. The speech. read from| pre-
pared text. was very dense. with few Ip.
plluse lines. Ind Is the chief went on in I
nonot one. heads begln to nod off. The
thenes were fimlilr: praise for non-

vi ol ence. warmregard for Mandela. It-
taeks on the ANC. In | peculiar tw st of
| ogic. the chief blamed the ANC. |Ind not
the Iplrtheid government. for the recent
deci si on by the Europeln Econom c

The New York Review



pose sanctions on South Africa. "Black
organi zati ons who are precipitating this
i ncreased suffering.” he warned. hulls!
now be dealt with. it is our children they
want to mimwth malnutrition."
But hel eu’ ended on a martial note:
VWiile we reject the word as the in-
strunment for bringing about changes
that axe urgent in our country. if
sone people try through the sword
to force us to abandon what we are
doing, let it be understood that we
wi Il seriously consider picking up the
sword to defend what we are doing.
if it ever becones neossary one day -
for me to place a gun into you!
hands. ny sistets (may God forbid).
| will place that gun in your hands, if
through it, it is the only way we can
achi eve our ideals.
"Amundl al” he shouted. using the Zulu
word for "TOANCI .’ "Ngowethul’ (to the
peopl e") a thousand wonen thundered
back. They broke into Zulu chants.
When they tinished. several reluctant
sheep were dragged before the podi um
andpr esent edt ot hechi et asati znot
npeot. A nunber of other tributes were
of fered to Buthelezi. including a | ong
poem conparing himto Shaka. Finally.
two lines of drum majorettes forned.
and But hel ezl exited between them
The chief and his entourage went to the
Hol i day I nn. where |lunch was being
sewed in a private dining room (celled
the But hel eei Room). Toward the end of
the nmeal, | was told the chief was pre-
puedt oseenel wasdi xeot edt ot akea
nt uent ohi mat t heheedt abl e.
But hel ezi is a robust. handsome nan ,
who. despite his paunch. |ooks a dnde
younger than ftfty-eight. Fortunately. the
day’s events had left himin an expansive
nmood. and when | asked about US policy
toward South Attica. the praise cane
forth in a rush. President Reagan, he told
ne. WIl 30 down in history as one of
your uatett presidents. He has acted in
a very statesmanlilte manner." "Con-
stntotive engagenent." he added. was a
conmendabl e policy that shoul d be
conti nued.
| turned to the subject 0!: capitalism
and the chief brightened funher. "As
soneone responsible for the lives of ny
people."” he said. hthe free-enterprise.
capitalist systemremins the only system
that is a force for devel opnent." Capital -
ismwould prove to be the sal vation of
Africa. he said. and the South African
econony coul d one day serve as an
"engine spreading it to the rest of the
continent."
| asked Buthel ezi about the violence in
the Durban townshi ps. The chief shifted
in his chair. 'Wen people tal k about
this. they usually point a finger At Ino
kat ha as responsible." he said with sone
heat. "W are not responsible. Wen we
say we are commtted to nonviol ence. we
nean it. But there’'s no way we' re going



to be sitting ducks. W reserve the right
to retaliate.”

| mentioned that WI m ngton Sabel o

had becone a sonewhat controversi al
figure in Durban. "I don’'t know what

you nean." Buthel ezi snapped. | ex-

pl ai ned that nany people in the town-
shi p; wondered whether Sahel o’ s acti vi -
ties were sanctioned by Uundi. The chief
becane nore agitated. "M . Sabelo is a
menber or the central conmittee," he
said loudly. "He's a nmenber of the Kwa.
Zulu assenbly. Yes. sone statenents he
made were controversial. But it was M.
Sabelo’s wife that was killed. not M.
Sabelo that did any killing."

Febntary 12. 1987
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When 1 |sked Butheled Ibout his posi- 7
tion on the current nstlite of energency”

i nposed by the governnent in md-June.

he was Ibrupt: fl’ve condemmed the rtlte
of energency mny tines. Hvenh you

reld ny Ipeechei’l’” 1 nmentioned’ chuget
thit while nore th’ln 20.000 people had
been Inested under the Itlte of emergency.
I nklthl menbers hld been Ible to nove

I bout freely. "That’': | lot of bullshit!" he
thouted. "he been persecuted by the



regine for many yelrs. 1 had ny plssport
tlken for nine yem Pve been hounded
by BOSS (seeurityl Isents, It’s nensensi el
for people to make these charges. Neither
M. Bothl not M. TInbo eln intimdate
ul. Inhthl’I | very big orglnizltion. W
don't need | stlte of energency to help
us. Thit’s | lot of bullshit. 1 don’t know
how el se to say it."
Getting up fromthe thle. | attenpted
to cut through the tension. "1 hope you
donlt the to do ny nore interviews for
I while." 1 stlmered. Buthelen glowed.
"1 do this only Is | due to ny people,"”
he Ilid. Ind stood up. I'’Qherwise 1
woul dn’t put’Nup with this bullshit!" He
puxhed his chair hard up linnst the table.
o' ' 5
4m 1 J_t
The dil ei ml Butheleil pose: for bllck
South A frlel an be tlinply Itlted. He 1:
too week to rule bllcl: South Atria him
-lelf. Ind heii-t too strong for someone
else to run It without him Row ey Aren-
I[tein wu rls’2t: Anyone Ittenpting to
govern South Atria w thout Buthelez
would (lce | hery hindielp. So | freed
Nel son ?'lIndell mght well try to relch
sone |ceomodlitlon with Gtlhl Bu-
thel ezl . perhlps by offean himl high 3
governmentpositlon’." Some the men-
tioned foreign mnister.
Such In effort seens likely to flil. The
bitterness thlit hls lecunullted between
I nkllhl Ind the ANCwill not be elsily
overcone. The bl oodshed in Durbln hls
crelted | powerful desire for revenge.
One has only to listen to one of Chief
But hel ezi’s tindel ullnst the ANC to
understind how |’ Ir things the gone.
Moreover. it 1.1 not clelr thlt Buthel ed
woul d leeept | post in In ANC govern-
ment. Bued on his political history. the
man leenu unlikely to settle for Inythins
lea thin top position in whatever orglni-
utlon he's involved with. Buthel ezik
intolerlnee-lotne wdd elll 1t plrl-
nol I - ket the prospect of dillogue
with ANC | enders doubtful. Inklthl itself
I ppeln to be | one-mn 2politiel
I nlchl ne. The eonstint tributes’ to Buthe-

led. the frequent Illusions to king: Ind
pnphets. 'the equltlon of lelder Ind
people-111 these give Inklthl the tone of

| personllity cult. -

1n the end, though. Butheled s greltelt
_11Ibllity my be his own teoord on Iplrt-
heid. The chief chin: to be the tingle
nost ndlell force working for ehlnge in
South Atria todly. H s performance in-
dieltel otherw se. Butheled spends far
nore time Ittlckln; other bllck groups
thin he data the Pracrl| governmnent.

Thr oughout I nklthl’I eleven-yelr his-
_tory. the orglnintlon his rlrely It-
tenmpted to chlllenge the system it hu
under m ned consuner boycotts |Ind other
ki nds of popullr protest. Inklthl hls
Il sa been louh to all mkes, Ind when
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[ticreated |’'l abm federation in May 1986
it chose | well-to-do businessman as its
| eader. Buthel ezi. nmoreover. hls enm
pnigned tirelessly linnst internationl
sanctions. -

During ny interview with Buthelezi, 1

| sked how, given his opposition to sanc-
tions. he proposed .lininl eonousions
fromthe Nitionllist government$ His
Inswer. in one word. wis upitllism As
the econony vows. he said. black

| everage will increase. As In exlnple.

But hel ezi cited the repell of |st reserv-
ing jobs for whites; when it bme | p-
parent thlt there werent enough whites

to go Iround, the |Ist were dropped.
"Whites the lecepted that blacks nust

be trlined if the econony is to be
Ilved-not only Is laborers but even IS
mnlgers." he Md. "There Ire predic-
tion: thit by the end of this century. |
majority of minlgers will be black."

The end of the century! The townships

Ire burning. the prisons Ire filled. the
edueltion system1l: in shinbles, Ind here
But hel ezi wis tal king |bout blacks
becom ng corporlte mmers in the year
2001. it is indeed mmto itnlgine

But hel ezi Ind Mndel |l finding common
ground.

There rennin: the Indaba. The nore
But hel ezi’t nltionll support dim nishes.
the nmore Ippelling the | ndnbu becones

for Buthclen'. Butheled s eleaion |s Kw -
Nltll's | elder would enable himnot only
to eonsolidlite his regional blse but Ilso
to project In imge of strength to bllcks
throughout South Atria. But the | ndnba
hoes the same fundamentl!| problemthat

II'l other efforts It power sharing the
encountered: the intrlnsigenee of the cen-
trlil government. in In: Novenber 1986.

Stol'fel Bothl. mnister of home Ifl'lirs.
rejected the Indaba on the peunds that it
would "leld to domnltion.” i.e.. black

rul e. The | ndaba process continues. but
its ehlnee for success remon | rldiel
change of hurt in Pretoril

1f the Indaba hits, Buthelezi may find
hinself left with one red choice. It: signs
Ire I pplrent everywhere. Buthel ezi de-
nounces the ANC Is | Sovi et puppet
tnlnipullted by communi sts. He uses
tn"bll Ippells to lolidify his ethnic Ind
redonl| blsel. He tnvels frequently to
the United Sal es. Western Europe. Ind
lerel. tllkin; ermy |bout denocracy

Ind free enterprise. Melnwhile. with
every mn; nmonth. Inklthl is banni-

In; nmore herily Inned.

One might all it the Slan option.

For nmore that | decade. Jonu Sl vhnb

Ind his UNITA forces the been fighting
the Sovi et-bl cked governnent of Angol |
Slvirnbl hls | lecure regionll blse, pow



erful ethnic support. Ind strong backing
fromthe West. View n; 1nklthl up cl ose.
1 wis etruck by its growing simlarities to
UNI TA. 1nklthl ontills thensel ves
seemto regud civil er Is inevithle. At
one Buthelen’ Idviser told ne: ’'Over the
long run. there’s only one centrll bl ack
politic! fprows in South Afriel-the
conni ct between the ANC I nd [ uklthl.

And there an be only one victor in thit
conflict."
Al ready. Chief Buthelezi hls begun

cliling hinself | "freedomfighter." E
-Jnnunry 15. 1937
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