
 

  

university and finish with academic

courses."
The ANC wants vocational centres within

schools — and for those who have completed

their schooling. Selibi says schoolgoers

should learn computer technology, carpentry

and building.
“That must be done now. We already have

proposals in that regard and are studying

them to make that kind of education avail-

able 1 think the majority of our people are

against technical training because of Ver-

woerdian ideology. but when faced with the

reality of no work and bad results. there is

little option for them."

Sisulu believes teacher training is a prior-

ity. “The majority of black teachers are not

qualified and there is a surplus of white

teachers without jobs or whose jobs are on

ince it was part and parcel of

apartheid to deny blacks the op-

portunity of becoming property

owners. socialism found fertile ground in SA.

Adapting Marxist analysis to local condi—

tions. “racc‘~ became a term interchangeable

with "class.“ and “the struggle“ was inter-

preted as one between haves and have—nots as

much as between blacks and whites.

This way of thinking was particularly in-

fluential in the Fifties and Sixties — and has

far from disappeared. It can be found in

various departments at all our universities.

Not surprisingly. slogans calling for work-

er control of the means of production and for

the overthrow of capitalist exploitation

.strongly appealed to the dispossessed

And this was amply reinforced by govern-

ment‘s virulent opposition to communism in

general and the SA Communist Party

(SACP) in particular. Communism, to

many. became synonymous with liberation,

as Nelson Mandela himself observed at the

Rivonia Trial in 1964.

“Theoretical differences amongst those

fighting against oppression is a luxury we

cannot afford at this stage." he told the

judge, “What is more, for many decades

communists were the only political group in

SA who were prepared to treat Africans as

human beings and their equals; who were

prepared to eat with us, talk with us. live

with us and work with us

"It is not only in internal politics that we

count communists as amongst those who

support our cause In the international field,

communist countries have always come to

our aid.
“Though there is :1 universal condemna-
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the line. We need to rationalise education

away from apartheid.“
According to Khanyile, education in a

future SA will not be the same sort of “elitist

education whites now have.“ He does not see

a downgrading of education, rather a change

in emphases. ANC education committee

members and NECC members admit ——

though this is a hard pill to swallow _, that it

is unlikely education will be free in a future

SA.
Molobi notes: “lfwe allow every child into

school free, that will affect the economy in a

massive way.“ Khanyile believes the princi-

ple should be that all should have access to

education, but “it is simplistic to interpret

the Freedom Charter as free education from

Grade l to PhD. Not everyone can go to

university.

“We can‘t do what Zimbabwe did and

produce lots of matriculants with university
exemption but no life skills. There needs to

be a complete overhaul of the education

system, so that even if people stay in school

for six or seven years they come out with

tools to live,“

So there will have to be tax increases — or,

more probably, a re-allocation of tax expen-

diture — to meet educational needs. Molobi

says: “We need education for production, not

just for a BA degree."

Managing the transition will be very diffi-

cult a many Children‘s lives have been W’dSl-

ed from the educational standpoint. It is not

a problem that can be solved by the ANC

alone; but without ANC and broader

community involvement, it cannot be solved

at all. I

 

i. The Reds in the bed

 

Working underground gave the SACP an allure for many and

a long shelf—life for ideas defeated by events elsewhere

in the world

Winnie Mandela and Joe {Elovo
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National Bank stadi-

um outside Soweto.

Mandela was there

and declared: “The

ANC is not a commu»

nist party. But as a

defender of democra‘

C). it has fought and

will continue to fight

for the right of the

‘~ Communist Party to

exist."

The SACP says it

aims to build mem-

  
tion of apartheid, the

communist bloc

speaks out against it

with a louder voice

than most ofthe white

world. ln these cir-

cumstances. 11 would

take a brush young

politician. such as I

was in I949. to pro-

claim that the com—

munists are our en-

emies‘"

Indeed. as a young
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