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LECTUR 11

SCCI ALI SM AND NATI ONALI SM

11. 0 CLASS AND NATI ON

Class struggles are tightly bound up with national struggles at every stage
inthe growh of capitalism fromthe early days of nerchant capital to the
"last stage’, which is inmperialism Socialists haVe therefore found it
necessary to define their attitudes to the 'nation’ in a nunber of different
sociali formations and under varying historical conditions. These have
risen from

a) bourgeois denocratic revol utions agai nst feudal autocracies in

the period of oconmercial capital;

b) the expansion of industrial capital in its search for markets,
resulting in the seizure of col onies;

c) wars between inperialist states for domi nation and the redivision

of the worl d;

d) the overthrOw of tsarist feudal -capitalism the achievermrent of the

soci alist revolution, and the enmergence of a workers’ and peasants’

State and Nation in the Soviet Union

6) wars fought by small nations and their struggle for nationa

i beration;

f) relations between socialist nation-states;

g) relations between the shcialist world, inperialism and energing
nations of |iberated countries.

11.1 SQCI ALI ST PRI NCI PLES

Soci alists have worked Qut a set of general principles to guide themin
dealings with nations and nati onal nmovenments. The mOSt inportant of these
principles are:

a) no nation shall have privileges at the expense of another nation

or language comunity within the State;

b) no nation shall Oppress another nation or refuse to grant it fair

and equal treatnent;

0) every nation shall have the rights of self-determ nation and

secessi on;

d) workers of an oppressor nation nust oppose national Qppression and
denmand the rights of self-determ nati on and secession for the

Qoppr essed nati on;

e) in applying the general principles to specific situations,

soci alists nust take into account all relevant factors,

i ncludi ng historical background, class and nati Gnal divi sions,

political and econonmic systens and the interests of the revolution

f) a revolutionary party or novenent nust in all acases adopt a

nati onal policy that will strengthen the revol ution

In arriving at these principles, socialists have discussed at great |ength
guestions and issues that are inmportant to our revolution, as will be seen
fromthe following itens:
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a) what is a nation?

b) hOw to achieve equality between nations?

0) the difference between nationuStates and multiunational States;

d) the different between bourgeois nations and prol etarian nations;

e) the contradiction- between tlove of fatherland and proletarian

cl ass consci ousness;

f) when is it correct to demand sel f-determ nati on and secessi on?

11. 2 NATI O\ STATE

A nation is made up of peCple with a 00mon culture and feeling of nation-
hood slowy and over a |ong period of tine.

Every nation has a tradition of origin and struggle, between factions or
classes within itself or against external enenies. The nation is therefore
a product of history; it emerges under specific social conditi Ons. Qut-
standi ng exanpl es of nation-building are the Zulu, Sotho and Swazi nations.

SAFRI states are usually called "tribes’. This a colonial word, |ike
"native’', and has no scientific basis. The word suggests inferiority in
conparison with European 'nations’and will not be used in this series of

| ectures. The chief objection is that what are called "tribes’ in South
Africa have all the characteristics of nations as generally understood. They
are

a) a conmon territory, occupied by nenbers of the nation, who cal

it their "father’ or '"nother’ land, love it and defend it

agai nst their enem es;

b) a single governnent, which in SAFRI states centred in an hereditary
rul er, the king, whose office, authority and right to rule are

acknow edged by the nation, even thCQugh there nmay be revolts and

coups agai nst the individual holder of office;

0) a common body of |aws and cust Ors, observed by nenbers of the

nati on and enforced by the king, his officials, courts and peeple

t hrough regional chiefs and headnen;

d) a conmunity of |anguage, the main medi um of communi cation

soci alisation and national identity, which distinguishes the

nati on from ot her | anguage comrunities;

e) a single econony, under the adm nistration of the ruler, who

collects taxes or tribute, supports his officials and staff at

hi s pal ace, and feeds pOOpl e whose crops have fail ed;

f) an arned force, consisting of able-bodied nen of military age, who

are organised to fight in wars of defence or aggression and to

protect the rul er against subversion.

These were the characteristics of SAFRI natioantates. They are the sane as
the characteristics of nations everywhere.

They were states because they had a coercive nmachi nery, consisting of the
rul er, advisers, courts of law, police (nmessengers of the court) and a
people’'s mlitia. The existence of a State organi sation shows that the
nation had within it the seeds of class divisions, between rOyals and
commoners, the founders of the nation and conquered people, and, in sone
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systens, between freemen and serfs or slaves. But the 00nmon ownership of
land, the right of all nationals to use the |and, and the absence of wage-
| abour prevented the formati on of sharp class antagoni sns.
11. 3 BOURGEO S NATI ONS
11. 4
Capitalist nation-States took shape in revol utionary struggl es agai nst
feudal autocraeies. Ebeh nation within a multiunational State, such as the
Aust ri ansHungany Enpire, demanded the right of seldeeterm nation. O the
bourgeoi sie of small, separate feudalistic States with a comopn culture
fought to unite themin a single state, as in Germany, under a bQurgois
denocrati c governnent.
In each caSe the capitalist class nobilised other classes - the petty
bour geoi sie, workers and peasants - into a mass novenent behind the denand
for national l|iberation, supremacy of the national |anguage, |egal equality
and denocracy for menbers of the nation. There devel oped a nationa
consci ousness shared by all classes of the Oppressed nation
The bourgeois nation’s econOric basis is the home narket. Capitalism
requires the free, unobstructed flow of commodities; and conquers the hone
mar ket for conmmodity prpduction, for which purpose it puts an end to
obstructions ofrOnfeudal lords, tariffs, levies, taxes and dues. That is
the material purpose of the revolution against feudal superstructure.
Lenin drew attention to the inplrtance of the international, donestic
market for the capitalist’ node of production and, furthernore, of a
nati onal |anguage for the growmh of the market. He wote (THE RI GHT OF
NATI ONS TO SELFHDEPI EM NATI ON, 1914)!
"Thr oughout the world, the period of the final victory of
capitalismover feudalismhas been |inked up with nationa
novenments. For the conplete victory of commdity production
the bourgeoi sie nust capture the home market, and there nust
be politically united territories whose popul ati on speak a
single | anguage, with all obstacles to the devel opnent of that
| angyage and to its consolidation in literature elim nated.
Therein is the econonic foundation of national nmovements".
Language is also tee primary instrunent for devel oping an ideol ogy, creating
a national consciousness, unifying menbers of different classes into a nation
i . language has a gTeat enotional appeal. Those who speak it bitterly resent
interference by an QOppressor nation. But | anguage al so has an econom c bases
whi ch Leni n deseri bed:
"Language is the nost inportant nmeans of human intercourse. Unity
and uni npeded develOpnent of |anguage are the nbst inportant conditions
for genuinely free and extensive comerce on a scale comensurate with
nodern capitalism for a free and broad groupi ng of the poPulation in
all its various classes and lastly, for the establithmeht oflaitlose.;etp
connection between the markets and each and eveny proprietor, big or
little, and between buyer and seller"”.
Conflicts over language rights within a single state are conflicts between
rival sections of the bourgenisie. Afrikaner nationalists resisted dom nation
by the English | anguage conmunity, demanded full equality between the two
"of ficial’l anguages, used Afrikaans to consolidate an Afrikaner nation
penetrate all fields of enploynent, and capture the domestic conmodity market.
Attenpts to force Afrikaans on SAFRI'S serve the econonmic and political interest
of the Afrikaner bourgeoisie in their struggle fbr suprenmacy over the nore
power ful English capital.
| EFERI ALI ST MULTI -1 -1 ngONALI SM
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11,5
The growt h of capitalist productive forces in the machi ne age outstrip
the capacity of the home ,market. Big powers conplete fiercely for new
markets, raw materials, and outlets for capital investnent. Conpetition
in the period of inperialist expansion took the formof colonial wars,
the seizure of territories, the euppressidn of independent nation-etates
and the final division of the world. Inperialism Lenin wote, "neans
that capital has outgrown the framework of national states.; it means
that national oppression has been extended and hei ghtened on a new historic
hi storical foundation" (TH REVOLUTI ONARY PROBETARI AT AND THE RI GHTS OF
NATI ONS TO SELFDETEHM NATI ON, 1915).

4 -1
The capitalist class, once the chanpion of national selfdetem nation
become in turn oppressors of nation. Three stages in this process can
di sti ngui shed:
the col |l apse of feudaul absol utism formation of the bourgeos
denocratic state, mass national movements of all ul ass;
industrial capitalist states with denbcratic eonsitutions mature,
consci ous working class, and Oppressed nations in colonial countries;
i mperialist wars for the redivision of the world; socialist revolutions
under the dictatorship of the proletariat; natiOnal revolutions for the
I i beration of colonial peeples.
Socialists follow their general principles in each stage, while al ways
taking into account the historical and social conditions of a particular
situation. The main guiding line is to support an oppressed nati on agai nst
its oppressor nation and to safeguard the interests of the proletarian
revol ution.
QEEhESSORS AND OPPRESSED
mHA;, , "ha
Soci al i sts support progressive novenent and were for national |iberation
In the words of the COMMUNI ST MANI FESTO, "they fight with the hourgeosie
whenever it acts in a revolutionary way, against the absol ute nmonarchy,
the feudal squirearchy (landed gentry), and the petty bourgeosie".
The alliance does not last. Wen the capitalist class takes power, it
useaxi he state nmachinery to strengthen private propertyt expand its
mar kets, seize colonial territories and opress snall nations.
Revol uti onary workers of Oppressor nations have a duty to reject such
policies of capitalist plunder and aggression. The International Congress
of SOoi alist Wrkers and Trade Unions stated their objections in 1896:
A show of synpathy is not enough to neet socialist requirenents. These
call for active, mlitant struggle through workers' parties and trade
uni ons agai nst racism national Qppression, apartheid and for nationa
i beration. Lenin wote (THE QUESTI ON OF PEACE, 1915):
"This Congress declares that it stands for the full right of al
nations to self-determ nation and expresses its synpathy for the
wor kers of every country now suffering under the yoke of mlitany,
nati onal or any kind of absolute rule".



11.6
11.7
F_s, e e--ae--le----- 1

-5...

"we stand for a revolutionary struggle against inperialism ine.%apitalism
I mperiali Smconsists in a striving of nations that oppress a nunber of

ot her nations to extend and increases that COppression and to repartition
the col oni es.

That is why the question of selfedeterm nation of nations today hingers

on the conduct of socialists of t e oppressor nations. A socialist of any
of the oppressor nations (Britain, France, Gernany, Japan, Russia, the
United States of Anerica, etc.) who does not recogni se and does not struggle
for the right of Qppressed natiOns to self-deternmination (i.e. the right
to seccession) is in reality a chauvinaist".

Lenin wote these during the first world inperialist war. It brought to
the surface and sharpened. the contradictions between national sentinent
and international socialism

wogggRs OF THhi gPPRESSOR NATI ON

. o.om.-VWM

The Bol shevi ks of tsarist Russia and the South African Internationa
Soci al i st League, forerunners of the S. A Communi st Party, were anpng

the few working class parties to oppose the war and call for the defeat

of their governnents. The great majority of self-denocratic parties gave
"l oyal’ support to their 'fatherland in its war against the 'fatherland
of fellow workers speaking a different |anguages

A 'ohauvinist’ is a perspn who shouts: 'my country, ny nation, right

or wong', who throws all prinsiples aside except one, which is to f0110w
the flag, that isl to carry out the orders of his bourgeois governnent.
tht h honourabl e exceptions, nmenbers of the oppressor Afrikaner and English
nations in South nAfrica are chauvinists who refuse to condenm nationa
oppression in our country, or el seWere.

Revol uti onsny’ socialists in a war between inperialist powers will work
for the defeat of their own governnent on both sides in the war "Presenth
day denocracy will remmin true to itself only if it says neither one nor

the other inperialist bourgeoisie, only if it says that the two sides are
equal ly bad, and if it wi shes the defeat of the inperialist bourgeoisie
in every countnyn (Lenin, UNDER A FALSESFLAG 1915).
At all times, in peace or in war, workers ofa an oppressor nation who
do not fight for the liberation of oppressed nations are incapabl e of
practising socialist policies or of emanci pation thenselves. "A peQple
whi ch ensl aves anot her people forges its own chains", wote Marx in a
resolution prepand in 1369 on the Irish strgggle for independence. The
International |’ lorwngmen’s Association (First International), which
adoPted the resolution: declared that the separation of Ireland frOm
Britain was "the essential prelimnary conditions of the emanci pation
of the English working class".
This statenent is true also for South African white workers. To enmnci pate
thensel ves, they must join our revolutionary struggle for national liberatio
For _as long as they support Apartheid, follow the policies of bourgeois
partiesl actively take part in our Oppression, they are incapable of
wagi ng a struggle for working class power.
RBOLETARI AT | NTERNATI ONALI SM

._a.s...u.m.-.Hd ona
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I mperialismcreates privileged sections of workers who benefit fromthe
profits of nonopoly capital and colonial ejpoitation. Engels comrented on
this tendency as early as 1858 in a letter to Mam ’'tThe English proletari at
is actually becom ng nore and nmere bourgeois"; He wote in 1882 that ?the
workers gaily share the feast of England s monopoly of the world market
and the col oni es".

Revol uti onary socialists counteract national ohauvi nism by supporting the
cause of national liberation. "The nost difficult and nobst inportant task
inthis", Lenin wote, "is to unite the class struggle of the workers of the
oppressor nations with that of the workers of the oppressed nations".
(Tng) SOCI ALI ST REVOLUTI ON AND TI E RI GHT OF NATIONS TO SELF) DETERM NATI ON
191

The Cctober Revol ution of 1917, the establishnment of the first Sociali st
State; the formation of the Comunist International in March, 1919, the
spread. of Communist Parties in both oppressor and oppressed nations, the
split between the Third (Conmunist) nternational and the Second (Socialist)
International .. these events laid a. firmbasis for a revolutionary policy
of national l|iberatien.

The Third International’s Programe of 1928 set out the guidelines.
Comuni st Parties are instructed to:

a) maintain close co-operation between workers of the oppressor and
oppressed countries;

b) support every novenent in the col oni es against inperialist violence;

; expose all forns of ohauvinismand inperialist oppression;

gi ve systematic, material aid to revolutionary |iberation novenents,

and noogni se the right of oppressed nations to rebellion and revol u-
tionary war;

6) lead the people in a revolutionary situation in a direct attack on

the bourgeois state;

f) organi se workers and peasants independently in trade unions, peasant

| eagues and Communi st Parties;

g) formalliances with the national bourgeoisie for a. genuine struggle
agai nst inperialism

h) canpaign for the withdrawal of inperialist troops, conduct propaganda
in the armed forces for support of oppressed nations fighting for
liberation, call on workers to refuse to transport troops and nunitions
for use against freedomfighters.

The Sovi et Union and Conmuni st Parties have followed these guidelines for
nore than half a. century. The alliance between Proletarian Interntionav-
lismand National Liberation is a nmajor cause of the setbacks suffered by
i mperialismand colonialism Qur Revolution will oontunue to benefit from
that alliance in all phases of our struggle.

TWO STREAMS MERGE

International capitalismis the compbn eneny of Socialist Revolution and
Nati onal Denpcratic Revolution. Each strengthens the other in their common
struggle. lenin drew attention to this basis of united action in Novenber
1919. when addressing the Second All eRusei a. Congress of Communi st O gani sa-
tions’ of the Peoples of the East (TIE NATI ONAL LI BERATI ON MOVEMENT | N THE
EAST. 1952. p. 250):

"Hence, the socialist revolution will not be solely, or chiefly, a
struggle of the revolutionary proletarians in each country agai nst
their "bourgeoisie - no, it will be a struggle of all the inperialistw

oppressed col onies and countries, of all dependent countries, against
international inperialismuu the civil war of the working peopl e against
7/ II_
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the inperialists and exploiters in all the advanced countries is
begi nning to’ be cOnbined with national wars against internationa
i mperialisni.
Leni n’s donfidence has been fully justifiedd Onedthird of mankind has
taken the socialist road; colonial oppression is making its |ast desperate
stand in Southern Africa. Inperialism which once reigned suprenme, is on
the defensive. Anti-dnperialist forces now deternm ne the main content and
trend of social devel opment. Although divided on many issues, the socialist
and | i berateddoountries present a united front against Apartheid and its
i mperialist supporters. For such reasons, Leonid Ilyioh Brezhnev correctly
speaks of a 'merging’ of the two revolutionary streans:
WA naj or feature of the SCFyear period since the Cctober Revolution
is the nerging of the national-Jiberati on novenent and the struggle
of the working class into one revolutionary torrent. The 1,500
mllion people living in the fornmer col onies and sem hool oni es have
gai ned i ndependence and energed as an active foroeon the politica
scene. This has extended the bounds of the world revol utionary
noverrent and accel erated social progress" (THE CPSU I N THE STRUGGELE
FOR UNITY OF ALL REVOLUTI ONARY AND PEACE FORCES, 1975, P.47).
The nerger of the two streans is a dynamic, progressive process based on
principles of nutual respect for national sovereignty, fraternal cooperation L
in social and econonic develOprent, and unity in defence of peace agai nst
the divisive, mlitaristic character of nonopbly capitalism O primry
i mportance for the gromh of unity is the advance of peasant Societies with
arelatively small working class to a socialist order along the road of
nonhoapi tal i st devel opnent .
Non-oapitalismneans that |iberated countries which are at an early stage of
i ndustrialisatien can bypaSS capitalism That possibility did not exist
bef ore the Ooteber Revol ution
Now, in alliance with a socialist world, such countries can advance from
Nati onal Liberation to Socialist |iberation.



