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It Foiled @ Coup
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. UNITED NATIONS, April 25 — An- And Amting By Amy R@be
a’;& Mihister said today that E By KENNETH B. NOBLE
] M&Tmmdwﬁrimﬁ Special to The New Yorh Times

ce talits with #ts American-backed
1s ““in the next few days.”
The official, Pedro de Castro Van
‘8a&id Portugal, the colonial
falr of Angola until 1975, was arrang-
ing the talite #ith the rebels of Jonas
rs’ﬂ[ﬂ_tmbii whlilcg.cegld be héld either in
ortugal or e Cape Verde Islands.
vEdtRer peace. tallts broke down l4st
une after a medtatton effott by 18 Af-
Pican leadersat Gbedoltte, Zaire, when
Mg’ S&vimbi apparently refused to go
ifjto exile‘as part ¢f a settlement with
the nominally Mariist Government.

e door was openet IOr & BeLLe-
ment of Angola’s 15-year civil war by
the recent agreement inde-
pendence for Namibia. Under this re-
gional solution, Cuba agreed to pro-
gressively withdraw the tens of thou-
sands of troops it had sent to Angola to

Over 30 Officers

CAIRO, Apfil 23 (Remtersy. —
Sudan’s gy rulers fodled a osup
attempt today Wathout firiag a ghaf and
arrested moré than 3¢ officers, a
spokesman for the armed forcés nmaki

“The coup attempt was crushed just
before Rt started,” a spokesman st the
armed forces headquariers ‘sgid by
telephone from Khartoum, the Sudan’s
capital.

“Not a single shot was fired and we
have in detention more than 30 of those
involved,” he said. ‘‘They don’t inciude
civilians!”’

The spokesman said forces loyal to
the Sudan’s leader, Maj. Gen. Omar
Hassan al-Bashir, and his 15-man mili-
tary council were in full control
throughout the Sudanese capital.

ABIDIAN, Ivory Coast, April 22 —
: announced today that troops
foyal to the military Government of
Gen. hrehim Babangida had thwarted
an attempted coup, forsing rebel offi-
cers to surrender after 1l-Pours of
fighting. 1
$peaking on a Nigerian radi¢ broad-
capt mopitored hers, Lieut. Gen, Sapi
Abdcha, chiairmah of 5% joint chiefs of
stalf, said gn Bttempt hag {atidd and
%;ﬂw Prestdent ‘was “perfectly
He said ithe plot was carried out by
“a few 'disloyal and pided. sol-
diers” who had caused “‘sporadicfight-
Mtinusom ‘ “ b ‘a s.‘n
‘Earlier, ﬁ‘mr C’go ihe
re

bréadcast thdt the st

help the Government resist the rebels General Bashir seized power last fighting to end domitiation of theGov-
of Unita, the National Union for the June, toppling the civilian Government elgl":nent by Muglims from northers Ni-
:0‘21 I“ﬂepre‘ggeg.eeth(g ia;gak W&: of Prime Minister Sadiq al-Mahdi, geria. - : 7
: :‘;SOS\;‘&PX“ R Lo which had ruled since April 1986. No Officlal Casuaity Tolis..

The Angolan Foreign Minister said.
his Government is abandoning its for-
mer commitment to Marxism by build-
ing “ a free-market economy” and
preparing for a ¢ pluralistic political
system’’ that will eventually permit
multiparty elections. ¢

As the Angolan developrient wds an!
nounced, the Foreign Ministers of India
and Pakistan pledged today to avoid
another war over Kashmir, but both
sides appeared as far apart as ever on
the substance of the quarrel.

Diplomatic Code
After talks about the latest surge of

Two Coup Leaders Identified

The spokesman denied press reports
that the El Shagara barracks of the ar-
mored corps on the outskirts of Khag-
toum was still in rebel hands.

Sudan’s Information Minister, Mo
hammed Khogli Salhein, said earlier in
Khartoum that the coup atiempt &ad
been led by a retired army majie gsh-
eral, Abdul-Kader al-Kadre, and a re-
tired air force brigadier, Mohammed
Osman Hamed Karar.

General Kadro was a former chief of
the artillery corps, and Brigadier
Karar was governor of the eastern re-
gion during Mr. Mahdi’s rule.

General Abacha said that most the
plotters had been captured and were
being interrogated, but he did #ét say
how many there were. A military aide
td-General Babangida was reportedly
killed in a gun battle at military head-
quarters in Lages; General Abacha
gaveno overall casualty figures.”

Witnesseses reported heavy fighting
throughout the meorhing around the
military hesdguarters, which is near
the broadcasting center.

Continued on Pg. 15
diseolved Partiament, politicel parties

tension in Kashmir, the officials issued ] atte i

a brief statement describing their e ) 5 Armotur plok b verthrew e e seate Sl il e
meeting as, ‘‘businesslike and useful” the Government that was uncevered in tained scures of ppksk tende
and saying they want to ‘“‘reduce ten- March." Thirty-five inchuding unkhﬁundhumanm
sion”” and avoid another confrontation. Mr. Mahdi’s son, were Eur rted Over the last decade, the Sudag has
‘hzrhne%ssﬁiige?no‘:fr meéti:g l;;t[\:egr: arrested in connection with the piot. suffered under a wersening economic
place has beenyéet‘ 8 Since it gained independence in 1858, m:mlgml elgn t, Lamine,

Contral of predominantly Muslim
Kashmir has been a matter of conten-
tion, and warfare, between India and
Pakistan since the partition of the sub-
continent at the end of British rule in
1947.

the Sudan hurr! mearly 24 yeors
under military rs.

Since semm {g June, Geneyal
Bashir has astate of emer-
gency, suspended thea)nm ened

A costly war against rebels in the
south enters its eighth year in May.
The war has worsened hunger and dis-
ease, which killed 250,000 pecpie in
1988.
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Torture Tales May Unsettle African Congress

By CHRISTOPHER S. WREN
Special to The New York Times

JOHANNESBURG, April 24 — The
African National Congress faced the
prospect of embarrassing disclosures
from within4ts own ranks as a group of
dissident members returned home to-
day with stories of torture and impris-
onment at the group’s hands.

The returnees — six men, two
women and two children — were takgn
away by the police as soon as their air-
line flight from Malawi arrived at Jan
Smuts Airport here, giving waiting re-
porters no opportunity to question
them. But they are expected to tell
their stories'in coming days. ;

A ponce spukesmar said the 10 exiles
were being detained under the Internal
Security Act, but indicated that this
was merely to allow them to be de-
briefed before they were released.

Five other dissidents arrived unan-
nounced earlier. There are reports that
the returning exiles plan to set up a
political movement opposing the Af-
rican National Congress.

Walter Sisulu, a senior leader of the
congress who arrived at the airport on

THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

S. African Whites

a flight from Transkei, said it was
natural for the dissidents to get assist-
ance from the Government in setting
up their organization. But he told re-
porters that he was not worried. b

‘In Cape Town today, a bill was intro-
duced in Parliament enabling Presi-
dent F. W. de Klerk to grant immunity
from arrest and criminal prosecution
to anyone so designated. The legisla-
tion had been promised by President
de Klerk to let officials of African Na-
tional Congress in exile join in negotia-
tions he has proposed with black lead-
ers on a new constitution that would ex-
tend political rights to blacks.

The legislation could cover not only
guerrillas accused of committing
crimes like murder and arson in armed
struggle against Pretoria, but also the
dissidents, whose allegations could
work to the Government’s advantage.

On April 14, as he was leaving on a
visit to Britain, Nelson Mandela admit-
ted to reporters that the African Na-
tional Congress had mistreated some
of its members, but said those respon-
sible had been removed.

AFRIKANER EXTREMISTS

Prepare to Fight

‘“Unfortunately, it is true that some
of these people who were compiaining
were in fact tortured,” Mr. Mandela
said. He indicated that it had stopped
and said the group opposed torture.

But some dissidents who escaped to
Kenya have asserted that the abuse
goes on and that af least 120 people’are
still locked up by the African National
Congress in Uganda and Angola. In an
open letter, they asked Mr. Mandela to
begin an inquiry. Those returning to
South Africa have. reportedly prepared
a detailed account of mistreatments.

The disclosures could hurt the Af-
rican National Congress at a time

when it 1s trying to broaden its base of
domestic support in preparation for
talks with the Government, which are
scheduled to begin next week.

The state-run South African Broad-
casting Corporation said in a radio
broadcast that those who arrived today
included Mwezi Twala, a former com-
mander of Spear of the Nation, as the
congress’s guerrillas are known.

Mr. Twala reportedly helped lead a
mutiny in 1984 by congress guerrillas
deploved in Angola to help its Marxist

Comcilntee on Pg. i 5
April 27, 1990

By Ross Dunn

Special fo The Christian Science Monitor

JOHANNESBURG

HE theft of ammunition
and guns from a military
armory by a white right-

wing group April 14 has }';1ise(i
doubts about the loyalty of some
African defense and security-
force personnel and heig}nened
fears that extremist Afrikaners
are preparing an armed rebel-
lion.

The mastermind behind the
break-in at Pretoria’s Air Force
armory is alleged to be Piel‘Ru—
(,l()l])h./ the deputy leader of the
ultra-right-wing Boerestaat }’a.rly.

Mr. Rudolph, a former police-
man and ex-Pretoria city coun-
cilor, reportedly phoned the Pre-
toria News last week and said: “I
have now crossed the Rubicon.
The Boer now have a chance to
arm themselves.” Three of his al-
leged accomplices in the theft are
servicemen in the South African
Defense Force.

On Tuesday, Adriaan Vl(_)k,
South Africa’s law and order min-
ister, announced a proposed ban
preventing policemen from being

a member of any political party.

The Conservative Party an-
nounced Wednesday that i
would suspend the membership
of anyone now in the police force.

Members of the security and
police forces are already banned
from being members of the
Afrikaner Weerstand-Beweging
(AWB) and other organizations.

The Boerestaat Party works
closely with the AWB, led by the
neofascist Eugene Terre Blanche,
who claims that units of “Boer
commandos” have formed and
would act against anyone who
“tried with violence to remove the
freedom of the volk.”

Robert van Tonder, leader of
the Boerestaat Party, freely tells
reporters that commandos are
being organized on a regional
basis.

Contacted earlier this week,
experts on right-wing organiza-
tions say that while the actual
numbers in such groups might be
small, 1t would be wrong 1o un-
derestimate their potential to use
violence to wreck negotiations.

“The events of last week prove

- that you cannot ignore the
white right wing and their deter-
minaton for gaining power or
sustaining a guerrilla campaign,”
says Richard Humphries, a re-

searcher at the Center for Policy
Studies at the University of the
Witwatersrand. :
Fm‘th('oming negotiations aim
al a new constitution in which
blacks will be represented in na-

tional elections. The first stage of

those negotiations begins next
Wednesday with a historic meet-
ing between executive members
of the recently unbanned African
National Congress (ANC) and a
government negotiating team led
by President Frederik de Klerk.

These are the so-called “talks
about talks,” which will set con-
ditions for actual negotiations.

Mr. De Klerk warned the po-
lice hierarchy earlier this vear
against  pursuing  a political
agenda. Academic experts say
that many members of white
right-wing groups are ex-military
personnel or are now serving in
the defense or police forces.

A Law and Order Ministry
spokesman says: “We can’t afford
a biased police force. From a po-
lice and law and order point of
view, we are very concerned
about [the theft of] the weapons
and the buildup of right-wing
€mouons, just as we are con.
ce]nyled about the situation in Na-
tal.’

De Klerk has recently criti-
cized Andries Treurnicht, the
Conservative Party leader, for
publishing a secret security docu-
ment that claimed the ANC was
planning to assassinate right-wing
leaders. De Klerk said the docu.
ment was possibly fabricated in an
attempt to create instability.

Experts on white right-wing
parties suspect that the timing of
the theft so soon before the meet-
Ing was not coincidental.

“From all accounts, three-
quarters of the police in the
Transvaal [Province] are support-
ers of the far-right wing and two-
thirds nationally,” says Mark Phil-
lips, a security expert at the
University of the Witwatersrand.

Robert Evans of the University
of Natal says the theft from the air
base in Pretoria was a symbolic
gesture aimed at signaling that
the rebellion was about to begin,
rather than a desperate bid to
gain arms. The theft included at
least 80 guns of various kinds.

“They feel they have been sold
down the river by the National
Party government and the break-
n was merely a demonstration of
power. ... It was a way of telling
their supporters they are ready to
start an armed rebellion,” Mr.
Evans says.
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Chance for a Unified Policy
on South Africa

By Stephen ]. Solarz

ESPITE the recent speech by

South African President Frederik

de Klerk, in which he rejected ma-
Jority rule in South Africa, it is possible for
the first time since the establishment of
apartheid over four decades ago, to see a
ray of light at the end of a long tunnel of
darkness, discrimination, and despair.

My optimism stems in part from South
Africa’s decision to release Nelson Man-
dela and other political prisoners and to
unban the African National Congress
(ANC). It is absolutely clear that without
Mr. Mandela and the ANC, there can be no
solution to the turmoil in South Africa ac-
ceptable to the great majority of black
South Africans, without whose support no
settlement could possibly work.

Several weeks ago I was part of a con-
gressional delegation which met with Man-
dela in Lusaka. One of the most impressive
political leaders I've ever met, he struck
me as a kind of African Abraham Lincoln,
in the sense that he possesses a deep com-
mitment to the principle of majority rule
but also an acute sensitivity to the concerns
of the minority.

Much of what he said echoed Lincoln’s
Second Inaugural, in which the great
emancipator, in the waning weeks of the
Civil War, called for “malice toward none
and charity for all.” Mandela made it clear
he is just as opposed to black repression as
to white tyranny.

In addition to a compelling personal
presence, a quiet eloquence, and a gentle
dignity, what is perhaps most remarkable
about Mandela is that after 27 years in
prison, during which the apartheid regime
took away the best years of his life, he
seems utterly unembittered and fully pre-
pared to extend the hand of reconciliation.

I was also impressed by Mr. De Klerk.
Compared to his predecessor, P. W. Botha,
he is as day is to night. What most struck
me about De Klerk was the extent to which
he has broken with the conceptual rigidi-
ties and ideological shibboleths of the
apartheid system.

He told us, for example, that he recog-
nizes that for any settlement to work, it has
to be acceptable to the majority of the black
community. He seems to understand that
the concepts of a separate black parlia-
ment, a separate white voter roll, or a race-
based arrangement would be unrealistic
and unacceptable as the basis for a future
political system. And, perhaps most signifi-
cantly, he appears to accept the validity of

the basic black demand for a universal
franchise within a unified state.

President de Klerk has, to be sure, re-
jected the concept of an untrammelled ma-
jority rule as the basis for a new constitu-
tional dispensation in South Africa. To the
extent that De Klerk’s preference for a
system of checks and balances constitutes a
means of giving the white minority the
ability to maintain its political and eco-
nomic domination, it will clearly be unac-
ceptable to the black majority.

But if De Klerk is willing to accept con-
stitutional arrangements that are primarily
designed to provide political protections
for fundamental freedoms, as distin-
guished from a white veto over govern-

ment policy as a whole, a political settle-
ment may still be possible.

As for US policy, President Bush now

has a rare opportunity to unite the Con-
gress and the country around a new ap-
proach toward South Africa that would en-
able us to facilitate a settlement leading to
the abolition of apartheid and its re-
placement by a new system based on the
principle of majority rule and minority
rights. Such an approach should have
three components.

First, it should maintain the existing
sanctions, which clearly played a critical
role in leading the South African govern-
ment to the conclusion that fundamental
change was necessary, until such time as
there has been irreversible progress to-
ward the abolition of apartheid.

Even if negotiations begin relatively
soon, there’s still a long way to go before
an agreement is reached. If the ANC and
the other black organizations that partici-

Continued on Pg. 15

De Klerk’s Meaning

AN anything short of pure

popular rule ultimately

work in  South Africa?
“President Frederik de Klerk be-
lieves so, and last week spelled
out, a little more fully, his concep-
tion of a country where every citi-
zen would have “a vote of équul
value,” but there would be built-
In restraints to insure against
domination by the majority.

On the surface, this sounds
much like democratic systems
elsewhere, with checks and bal-
ances and guarantees of the
rights of minorities. But in South
Africa the president's words spill
over quite easily into the ques-
tionable realm of “group rights,”
with the added connotation of
veto rights for whites.

Clearly, the country’s black
majority is never going to settle
for a political setup that perpet-
uates white control over the gov-
ernment. Some commentators,
seeing in De Klerk's message to
Parliament in Cape Town just this
aim, said his ideas were a road-
block to meaningtul negotiations.
Preliminary talks between the
government and a delegation
from the African National Con-
gress are set to begin May 11.

De Klerk’s words can, how-
ever, be taken in a different way.

3!

Like other reformers, he is hold-
ing off the jaws of a political vise
coming from left and right. His
views about the nature of a future
South African democracy express
the concerns of large segments of
his white constituency, which fear
black majority rule and the re-
verse repression they feel it will
bring. On the other hand, this is
the same De Klerk who has al-
ready gone much further than
any previous leader in disman-
tling apartheid and unloosing di-
verse political forces.

His stand for white rights
should, perhaps, be no more dis-
heartening than Nelson Man-
dela’s stand for militancy and na-
tionalized  industry as  an
approach to addressing South Af-
rica’s obvious inequities. Both
these stands are likely to evolve as
negotiations proceed, though the
concerns they represent will have
to be fairly dealt with.

The process of change in
South Africa is in a preliminary
stage. Participants from all sides —
including a multiplicity of view-
points among both blacks and
whites — will be making their con-
cerns known. It will take tremen-
dous goodwill, as well as strength
of conviction, to bring the process
to a peaceful conclusion.
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Neutrality Has Its Dangers
in the Blood Feuds of a
South African Province

By CHRISTOPHER S. WREN
. Special to The New York Times

BETERMARITZBURG, South Af-
rica — Lillian Gebashe rummaged
thgough the few possessions salvaged
from her fire-gutted home in the black
township:of Imbali and lovingly held up
a charred china cup given her by a son
ofithe white family she had served as a

yaid. - .

;She looked around her small four-
rgom house, which had been reduced to
a scorched shell by a fire set by intrud-
ers. “I think I'm going to try and re-
byild it,”” Mrs. Gehashe said.

But first, she said, she needed a
strong fence. “If I can get something to
stqp them from coming, I can start to
wash the walls,” she said.

Mrs. Gebashe, who now relies on
negghbor‘s for a place to sleep, is one of
the thousands of bystanders caught in
the cross-fire of factional violence
afifong blacks in Natal Province. The
fighting involves members of the pre-
déminantly Zulu movement Inkatha
afd supporters of the United Demo-
cratic Front, who, though also Zulus,
owe their allegiance to an anti-apart-
héid alliance loyal to the African Na-
tional Congress.

£ From Politics to Blood Feuds

1Although the origins of the hostilities
aye traceable to political differences
and competing strategies of the two
groups, the conflict has degenerated
over the yearsinto blood feuds, venge-
ful or criminal attacks and gang strug-
gles for turf dominence and local pa-
tronage;

»Many of those who have been killed,
crippled or burned out assert no politi-
cal affiliations. Like Lillian Gebashe,
they happened to be in the way.

p-Mrs. Gebashe, a widow who was
cpmpelled to stop working as a floor
scrubber in other people’s houses be-
cduyse of a heart ailment, said she was
in her bedroom in the morning when
she heard a noise and saw four young
strangers. She said they carried guns
ahd ‘what she thought was gasoline
sleshing in a yellow bucket.

*You dogs, are you still here?”’ the
leader said, by her recollection.

Then, she said, they flung her and a
grown daughter aside before setting
the house on'fire and leaving.

‘I Was Just Praying’

“My daughter, she has crippled legs,
so. she fell and was crawling,”” Mrs,
Gebashe said. “‘I was just praying.”

“The neighborhood in Imbali where
they lived was considered partial to the
United Democratic Front, and because
Mrs. Gebashe lived on its edge, her
hpyse and four others were burned. She
assumed her assailants belonged to In-
kdtha.

.““‘God is wonderful, sir, because I
don’t know why they didn’t shoot me,”
she said.

. Days earlier, her grandson Freeman
WWs'folmd ‘in the tall grass with his
14t cut and with 35 stab wounds, He
88 18tyears old. ““We buried him last

WEek,”! Mrs. Gebashe said.

“IThe Rev.'gfx:ncois Bill, assistant sec-
“g€neral of the Seuth African
1l of Curches, speaking at a fu-
neral near 'Imbali for 15 vict: ms, said
“peeple had died-in Natal’s vio-
lence oyer the last two years.
%y comparison, he said, 2,000 had
died in Northern Ireland over 20 years.
,. Natal has'witnessed nearly 500 such
killings so far this vear.

The latest wave of fighting around
Pietermaritzburg, the provincial capi-
tal, sent more than 12,000 people flee-
ing their homes to take shelter in local
churches, schools and community
halls.

““Most of thése people don’t belong to
any side at all,”” said Garth Japhet, a
young doctor who has treated hundreds
of refugees at Esigodeni for gunshot
and other wounds.

“Most people are not political peo-
ple,” Dr. Japhet said. ‘“But if you hap-
pen to live in an area labeled Inkatha
or U.D.F., you become tied to it.”’

A retired truck driver who also lives
in Imbali, Phillip Ndlovu, showed the
bullet holes that pockmarked the con-
crete around his front window. They
were left, he said, after he warned a
local Inkatha leader to leave alone
school pupils who supported the United
Democratic Front.

“I said, you are not allowed to kili
children,” Mr. Ndlovu said. “That’s
why they want to hurt me.”

He too said he did not belong to any
group. “The Inkatha boys say if you
say you are neutral, you are U.D.F.,”
said Mr. Ndlovu, who now keep§ a
homemade spear and a metal pipe
wrapped in tape for protection.

Neutrality is impossible for the
young, who are forced to join gangs
fighting on bath sides. In Mpumalanga,
militant youths, colloquially called
comrades, who support the United
Democratic Front, objected when one
of their peers preferred to stay home
and study. By one account from a civii-
rights group. thev held a ‘“nennle’c
court” and sentenced him to rape his
mother to break free of her apron
strings.

Another woman in Mpumalanga, a
community numbed by violence, told a
visitor that the worst part was that she
could not sleep at night because youths
kept blowing whistles as part of their
warning system against attacks by In-
katha supporters.

A white businessman said his black
employees skipped work after youths
at bus stops hinted that their houses
would be burned if they disregarded a
work boycott organized by the United
Democratic Front and its ally, the Con-

Continued on Pg. 14
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Riots Hit Pretoria

Township Where
Police Killed 5

By CHRISTOPHER 8. WREN
Special to The New Yoik Times ‘

VILJOENSKROON, South Africa,
April 20 — Riots shook the bimsek town-
ship of Rammulotsi in the Orange Free
State today after five youths were shot
to death by the police on Thatraday.

Four victims died at the scene after
the pelice opened fire on & crowd that
had gathered 1o demand the resigna-
tion of the township’s coumcil A fifth
person died at a nearby 2

In response, youths teday set fire to
at leaﬁbtywo ho‘u:es and a funeral home
owned by two of the township council-
ors. The police guarded the property of
five other councilors.

The police rode through the shabby
townghip in an armo car, chasing
rioters and firing tear gas. The youths
emerged from behind rows of small .
houses to pelt the armored car ineffec-
tually with rocks and stones.

‘Ill Disciplined® Policemen

The shootings on Thursday could
cause the African National Congress to
postpone pending talks with the Gov-
ernment for a second time. The organi-
zation canceled the original talks,
planned for April 11, after the police
opened fire on demonstrators in Sebo--
keng, a black township between Ram-
mulotsi and Johannesburg.

Up 1o 17 people were killed and more
than 400 were wounded in Sebokeng.

In announcing the new dates of May 2
to May 4 for the talks, Nelson Mandela
warned that his organization would not
tolerate more attacks on blacks by the
police.

“The Government must seriously
and urgently' address itself to this
crisis brought about by ill-disciplined
and trigger-happy policemen whose
agenda is to undermine and frustrate
all attempts to normalize the political
situation’ in the country,” the African
National Congress said today in a
statement issued to protest the shoot-
ings.

But Walter F. Sisuls, a senior Con-
gress official, told reporters earlier

that the incident would not stop the new
talks.

The police commissioner, Gen. Johan
van der Merwe, has ordered an investi-
gation into the shootings.

Residents of Rammulotsi said the
demonstrators on Thursday were
upset at the failure of the town council-
ors, who had won segregated elections
in October 1988, to fulfill their cam-
paign promises to check corruption,
pave the streets and generally improve
the community.

“They promised many things to
make the township look good,” one
‘man said, but never delivered any-

| thing.

Continued on 2] 14
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DE KLERK STARTS

South African Leader Names
a Judge to Study Violence
at a Protest in March

By CHRISTOPHER S. WREN
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Alleged Rights Abuses
OURY N 6l Hurt the ANC’s Standing

By Sharon Behn

Special to The Christian Science Monitor

NAIROBI, KENYA

Dissidents dispute claim that rights-abusers have been dismissed
Ll

disputed Mandela's claim 1n an
interview in Nairobi. “No Steps  ANC in Lusaka had denied the
were taken. People like [executive dissidents’ claims, stressing that it
committee member| Mzwandile haq adopted a “code of conduct”
Piliso and [head of Umkhonto we in 1985 which forbade torture.
Sizwe] Chris Hani are still in

Before Mandela’s remarks, the

But ANC national executive

"Special to The New York Times tional Congress guerrillas, monstrosities are continuing.” “
JOHANNESBURG, April 18 — Presi- embittered Mo fTeTRNETTZ 11y Sl e g day that *no army can play with
7 dissident Amos Maxongo says. mutineers. We had to suppress

dent F. W. de Klerk said today that he e 5 :
had appointed a judicial commission of )¢2'S ©f Imprisonment and tor- In 1980, Ronnie Masango, like  ¢he mutiny with all the force at

inquiry to look into the shooting by the ture in ANC camps, are accusing | o Sy s Beb 0 B A0 ' p e
¢ 1 AP ARG e any . S, $ our disposal.” He admitted that
T A e i e
The panel is being headed by Justice by beating, and the Su[‘)Pressi()n iz A‘N(‘ {o fight apartheid. “"We  the interrogations, but that “those
) ’ ; : left South Africa because we responsible for this have been

Richard J. Goldstone, a prossinent ap- ¢ S T < C

peals court judge who is knowh in legal ©! f\l{i'(",”l‘)'_‘“y ,W;‘hlﬁi lh“NA:l]\“(" wanted guns. We felt the best way properly dealt with.”

circles here and abroad as a scholar on AL Deputy Tresident Nelson fight the racist regime was with On Wednesday, ANC deputy
representative for Britain, Billy

civil and human-rights issues and a ju- Mandela quickly acknowledged guns,” he says.
Now, 10 years later, he and six Masetlha, also admitted that the

rist of marked independence. the claims. “Unfortunately, it is

Up to 17 people died and more than C e ;
400 were wounded in the violence that (rue that some of these people f the others who were expelled punishments were out of line:
folowed -the use by, police of shotguns who have complgmpd werein fact f.om the congress for disloyalty “S8me.peaple g6t carediin :
al;gtfahrgas to dispgrseglarge crowd, (ortured,” he said in a statement .4 defiance are accusing the I OPaCK Y-
tioncco‘ml}:laci:?:g.g? li\t"i)ngmw&. ()ln bl}lnddy. Mr. Mb‘;ndfel‘l }ddd(d ANC of human rights abuses.
the township. that those rvspon'm e or the tor-

The Afrlc%n National Congress gave ture have been dismissed.
the shootings, in the township of Sebo- Five of the seven dissidents

EVEN former African Na- s - ) ]
S power, and even today these member Steve ‘Ishwete said Mon-

The seven dissidents crossed
the border illegally into Kenya
and are being cared for by church

Continued onPg. 14 groups here in Nairobi.

keng, as its reason for postponing talks
with the Government that been
scheduled for April 11. Mr. de Klerk
met Mr. Mandela o April 4 and prom-
ised, among other things, to have the
Cabinet consider an independent com-
mission of inquiry.

Talks Are Rescheduied

As a result, the African National Con-
gress has agreed to new talks, which
are scheduled to begin on May 2.

Mr. dé Klerk, in making the an-
nouncement in Parliament today,
denied that the creation of the commis-
sion was a concession to' Mr. Mandela
or the African National Congress. He
said he had told Mr. Mandela that he
was already considering such a com-
mission.

"My reaction was that I was posi-
tively disposed to the idea and that I
would lay the matter before the Cabi-
net,” Mr. de Klerk told Parliament, ac-
cording to the South African Press As-
sociation,

Mr. de Klerk said the Minister of
Law and Order, Adriaan J. Vlok, and
the commissioner of the South African
Police, Gen. Johan van der Merwe, fa-
vored the appointment of the judicial
commission to clear up the charges
against the police.

Mr, de Klerk has appointed another
judicial commission to look _into
charges that the police operated secret
squads to assassinate or terrorize op-
porents of apartheid.

He has come under some pressure tb
create yet another independent com-
mission to investigate “the factional
fighting that has ravaged black town-
ships in Natal province. Nearly 500 peo-
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What de Klerk Really Said

David Ottaway has created the mis-
leading perception that President Fred-
erik W. de Klerk has rejected majority
rule for South Africa [“De Klerk Rejects
Majority Rule,” front page, April 18].

President de Klerk stated quite clear-
ly in his speech that “the agenda [for
negotiations] is open, and the overall
aims to which we are aspiring should
be acceptable to all reasonable South
Africans. Among other things, those
aims include a new, democratic consti-
tution; universal franchise; no domina-
tion; equality before an independént
judiciary; the protection of minorities
as well as of individual rights; freedom
of religion; a sound economy based on
proven econonric principles and private
enterprise; dynamic programs directed
at better education, health services,
housing and social conditions for all.”

In fact, the president went even
further by saying that his government

is in favor of “full participation [which]
includes equality of treatment and op-
portunity for every citizen of the coun-
try, regardless of color, culture or
origin. It means, therefore, that every
citizen should be entitled to the rights
and privileges that citizenship of a
democratic country normally brings
with it. Naturally, this entails a vote of
equal value for every adult citizen.”
The confusion arises from missing the
point that de Klerk’s opposition is against
simple majority rule. The president’s
view accommodates majority rule in a
system that has a balance “betwéen fair

and complete participation in government

at every leyel by every citizen on the one

hand, and the effective protection of mi-

norities against domination and the dis-
mantling of their values on the other.”

¢  PIEPKOORNHOF

South African Ambassador to the United States

Washington

ple have been killed in the fighting
since the beginning of the year.

But Mr. de Klerk today said the
situation in Natal wag @differ be-
cause the violence there was ex#nsive
and continuing, while the incidefit that
caused the deaths and injuries irf Sebo-
keng was clearlv defined.

5

The President decided this manth, to
send army reinforcements into, Natal
tg help the police restore order. Taoday,
Mr. de Klerk said he had yet not de-
cided whether to appoint a commission
to look into’ the Natal violence. The
Government is watching the situation.

he said. s
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Zimbabwe i
Voters Give Mugabe Mandate BELGRADE, Yaombalie s,

To the Editor: Civilian houses have been bombed in G o The International Olympic
“King Robert of Zimbabwe?” (edi- the capital, Harare, and Bulawayo by Sommittee reaffirmed its ban L,

torial, April 5) was tragic and lowly. South African commandos. South Af. Hoeralizntion Ty 1 cooamhl, reeec

THE NEW YORK TIMES,

Even your April 2 news article on rican-sponsored Renamo bandits,

President Robert Mugabe’s victory
in the March 31-April 1 election pre-
sented a balanced view.

The elections were free, fair and
democratic. Two candidates ran for
the presidency. Five political parties
contested 119 parliamentary seats.
All political . parties campaigned
freely, held rallies throughout the
country and had access to the news
media. The voting was by secret bal-
lot. Was that not multiparty democra-
cy? Or is your problem that Mr. Mu-
gabe won the presidency by 78 per-
cent and his party took 80 percent of
the vote, to win 116 of the 119 seats?

Since 1980 South Africa has been
destabilizing Zimbabwe. South Af-
rican spies and agents operating in
Zimbabwe have committed acts of
sabotage resulting in hundreds of
lives lost and great destruction of
property. In 1983, for example, South

who are fighting the Mozambican
Government, make raids into the
eastern parts of Zimbabwe, killing

civilians, looting and burning vil-
lages. You have reported these
events. Zimbabwe renews the state of
emergency because of the external
threat from the apartheid regime of
South Africa.

‘President Mugabe -and Joshua
Nkomo have worked together since
the liberation struggle. Their move-
ments coordinated. strategies in the
Patriotic Front alliance. They signed
the Lancaster House Agreement to-
gether. After winning the 1980 inde-
pendence elections, Mr. Mugabe in-
vited Mr. Nkomo to join him in a gov-
ernment of national unity. Since 1980,
the two held more than 20 meetings tp
merge their parties. The agreement
of 1987 was not a bolt from the blue. It
is extremely cynical and patronizing

government.

The 1.0.C’s executive committee
opened four days of meetings by
deciding that since apartheid still ex-
ists in South Africa, there would be no
change in policy.

Also, the 1.0.C.’s medical commis-
sion will make its first report on its
inquiry into bo; which could even-
tually lead to foxing being banned
from the Games -

with Mr. Mugabe’s.

The people of Zimbabwe have
known since the liberation struggle
that Mr. Mugabe’s party prefers a
one-party system. They knew that the
opposition was campaigning against
a one-party state. In a democratic
election, the people of Zimbabwe
chose Mr. Mugabe and his party. Mr.
Mugabe was right when he declared,
“It’s a mandate for all our policies.

STANISLAUS G. CHIGWEDERE

Africa destroyed jet bombers Zimba- for you t i : Ambassador of Zimbabwe
bwe had just bought from Britain. ey At ’;f,;'c’:?;’;’,;’;";’n‘,.‘;; Washington, April 5, 1990
Tue WASHINGTON PosT Apri 21, 1990

ANC Condemns Killing Of Teenagers by Police

5 Shot as They £merged From School

By David B. Ottaway
Washington Post Foreign Service

RAMMULOTSI, South Africa,
April 20—The African National
Congress said today it was outraged
at the killings Thursday of five
black teenagers when “undisci-
plined, trigger-happy” police opened
fire on pupils leaving a junior high
school here.

But a senior ANC official, An-
drew Mlangeni, gave no indication
whether the black nationalist organ-
ization would call off talks with
President Frederik W. de Klerk
May 2-4, as it did to protest a police
shooting last month in Sebokeng
township, where at least 11 blacks
died. The talks are planned to re-
solve remaining obstacles to the
opening of full-scale negotiations on
a new constitution for South Africa.

[In Johannesburg, ANC leader
Walter Sisulu told Reuter news
agency that the incident would not
halt the meeting. “There are some
people who want to stop the talks,
but they won’t,” Sisulu said, adding
that “I am very indignant. The po-
lice make the life of black people so
cheap. It is like shooting birds.”]

Police and hundreds of youth
clashed throughout the day today in
this Orange Free State township
outside of Vilinenckroan. 125 miles

southwest of Johannesburg.

The five dead youths were be-
tween 13 and 16 years old. Accord-
ing to three officials of the South
African Youth Congress, a militant
organization, about 400 youths
were parading through the streets
Thursday morning singing ANC
freedom songs when pupils from a
junior high school came out to
watch.

A van carrying three white and
two black policemen pulled up out-
side the school and immediately
opened fire on those streaming
through the front gate, the youth
officials said. They said the police
mistakenly believed the pupils were
about to join the protest march.

Four of the pupils died instantly
from buckshot and the fifth died last
night from a bullet wound, accord-
ing to the youth officials, who asked
not to be identified.

Police said they opened fire after
the youths failed to heed calls to
end their unauthorized march and
to disperse. “When they ignored the
warnings, tear gas and rubber bul-
lets were used. The group then
broke up and began stoning and pet-
rel-bombing police vehicles,” a po-
lice spokesman said.

The South African police com-
missioner, Gen. Johan van der

6

Merwe, ordered an investigation
into the incident. But Mlangeni said
the ANC wanted a judicial inquiry
sknﬂarghe one that de Klerk es-
tablishe®Thursday to investigate
the Sebokeng shootings. He or-
dered the inquiry just hours before
the shootings took place here.

Rammulotsi appeared today to

have been turned into a battle-
ground. Youth had placed crude
barricades across the streets. Fires
burned in the homes and businesses
of several township councilmen.

Youth threw stones at two police

armored cars that patroled the
streets. Occasionally, white and
black policemen emerged from the
“Hippos,” as they are known, to
shoot tear-gas canisters and rubber
bullets to disperse the crowds. But
today no shotguns were used by
police, local residents said,

The three officials of the South
African Youth Congress said Thurs-
day’s protest was part of a week-
long campaign by their organization
to .force the resignation of the town-
ship’s seven government-backed
councilmen, who had failed to fulfill
_promises to improve road and san-
ltary conditions. Reporters who vis-
ited the township today saw pools of
sewage collected in the rutted, dirt
streets and garbage strewn about.
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The New Colonialism

HE POOR countries of Africa
are concerned that Eastern

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

UNITED NATIONS

Africans Decry

Potential Loss of Aid

By Ted Morello

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y.

HE prospect of diverting
Western aid from the third
world to newly democra-

tized Eastern Europe seems cer-
tain to embitter debate at the
week-long special United Nations
General Assembly session
opening here today.

Debt-burdened African coun-
tries have raised the issue with
mounting insistence since the So-
viet bloc began to crumble.

Assembly President Joseph
Garba of Nigeria set the tone two
weeks ago when he said “as East-
ern Europeans open up to em-
brace democratic principles, they
have instantly become the favor-
ites to receive Western aid and as-
sistance which have never so
freely been given to African coun-
tries.”

The outspoken Nigerian gen-
eral said “I hesitate to bring up a
matter of race,” but “Western eco-
nomic assistance, however minus-
cule, meant for African states will

now be diverted toward the
emerging, and white, democ-
racies in Eastern Europe.”

In 1988, when this special as-
sembly session was authorized, it
was envisioned as a “highest-
level” conference to create a
blueprint for action to rescue the
third world from economic stag-
nation and retrogression.

The UN released a paper in
advance of the session, pointing
to the “tumultuous pace” of eco-
nomic and social change in East-
ern Europe. It says that “one
troubling prospect is that foreign
aid and credits from the most-de-
veloped countries might be
routed toward Eastern Europe
and . . . away from the debt-
stricken and 1mpoverished na-
tions of Africa, Latin America,
and South Asia.”

Says the paper: “it is feared
that business investment that oth-
erwise would seek cheap labor

PROJECTED 1990
US FOREIGN AID

BY REGION
Africa total $3.2 billion
Egypt $2.3
All others $0.9
Middle East $3.9 billion
Israel $3.0
All others $0.9
Pacific $1.7 billion
Philippines $0.6
All others $1.1

Central America $1.0 billion
El Salvador $0.4

Others $0.6
Europe $0.6 billion

Greece $0.4

All others $0.2
South America  $0.2 billion

Bolivia $0.1

All others $0.1

Source: US Agency for
International Development

from the developing countries
will turn instead to the low-priced
but relatively skilled labor market
in Eastern Europe.”

Similar expressions of con-
cern, frustration, and anger have
been voiced by third-world repre-
sentatives in almost every devel-
opment-related UN forum.

Recently, for example, the is-
sue was raised at a UN Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) board meeting.
Speaker after speaker hailed the
changes in Eastern Europe -
while reminding UNICEF Direc-
tor James Grant of his pledge that
there would be no cutbacks for
children of developing nations.

Eastern European delegates
echoed Hungary’s Mihaly Simai,
who disavowed any intention of
diverting third-world aid.

But simultaneously, he insisted

Continued on page 16
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Europe i8 going to get most of
the aid money still available from
the Western nations. They are right,
hut the reason is not so simple as

would prefer to think.

id to Eastern Europe promises
th"Work; most aid to Africa has not
Htked. The aid-giving countries are

By William Pfaff

#ot'so much indifferent to Africa as
‘Hided and frustrated.
Sub-Saharan Africa is in terrible
mdition. The causes are complex,
mt the result is that most of sub-Sa-
HHthn Africa has lost control of its
% future. Its governments have
ome the stipendaries of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and other
imternational lending = agencies.
Economies have all but collapsed as
prices have plunged in the markets
for Africa’s commodities.

One cause of the investment cri-
$j8™is black Africa’s political fallure.
Gevruption is everywhere. Nowhere
ia-there a fully functioning repre-
weritative government. The high ex-
pectations of the first years of Afri-
ckit independence were lost long
agv: now frustration reigns. The peo-
gic who were uprooted from agricul-

subsistence by independence
gnd an uncalculated urbanization
are.today without hope for jobs or
‘stetal pnﬁa.

#&lews from Eastern Europe, and

thespirit of liberation it set loose in
tfr world, has affected Africa, pro-
‘dueing popular challenge to estab-
thed authority in several of the
Prancophone West African coun-
ites and in Mobutu Sese Seko's Za-
iee:— the United States' principal
Afttcan client. In Western Europe,
sparticularly in France — the one
wrjbr European country still seri-
utisly interested in Africa — public
opinion now questions support for
dictatorial African governments, un-
tfienow considered bad, but better
than the visible alternatives.

But Africa’s opposition forces are
thaotic and fragmented, usually po-
Jitieally naive, without coherent pro-
grams. Opposition leaders often are
as much the prisoners of obsolete or
ferdlevant ideologies as the people
who govern. In fact, Africa-has been
stripped of its elites, Talented and
sthicated people — the ones Africa
desperately needs — have been
driven into emigration.

In the past it has been convenient
to blame Africa’s problems on colo-
nialism, or present-day ‘‘imperial-

Continued on page 16
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Angola Railway Attacks
Hit the Starving Hardest

LOBITO, : Angola — The train
lurched, screeched and shuddered to a
halt.  “Bandits!” a  conductor

screamed, but a crackle of gunfire
from both sides of the track kept the
passengers from scattering.

It was just after dawn, and in what
has become a common scene of terror
these days, the train to Benguela was
being attacked by bandits logking for
food. Wearing army fatigues and car-
rying automatic rifles, the four men
moved quickly, pushing and tossing off
half a dozen bags of grain before rac-
ing into the bush.

““See what hunger does to people,”’
said Tona Kalombe, an Angolan Gov-
ernment official from Lobito, a town in
Benguela Province. “They’ll steal
from their own neighbors, even their
own families.”

No one was hurt in this particular hi-
jacking, but in other recent ambushes
bandits have shot those who dared to
resist, Mr. Kalombe said.

Hunger and malnutrition are in-
creasing for the people of this an-
guished region, already tattered by ri-
valry and rebellion. The burden of pro-
longed drought is now compbunding
the despair and destruction of a civil
war that has raged for 15 years.

Lobito is the starting point for the
vital Benguela railroad, which has
been sabotaged often by rebels in the
years of civil war. The rail line is vital
in letting black-governed nations like
Zambia and Zaire ship their copper
and zinc to the West while bypassing
the traditional route through South Af-
rica.

The 1,208-mile railroad, completed in
1929, goes from Lobito, on the Atlantic
coast, and climbs 6,082 feet to the high-
lands, then crosses the savannahs of
eastern Angola and cuts through Shaba
Province in Zaire.

The choking of the railway as a life-
line for supplies, food and goods is one
more act preventing Angola from earn-
ing the hard currency it needs to pull it-
self from the debilitating cycle of war
and drought.

Distended Belly and Vacant Eyes

Along the railway, the misery of this
land of eight million people is a visible
as it is acufe. On the ocher hills that
stretch along much of the coast of An-
gola from Lobito to Benguela, the land-
scape is pocked with hundreds of mud-
walled huts. The refugees from hunger
and war who live in them seem long on
resignation as they peer from their
windows and doorways.

Outside one of the huts, a woman
cowered in a ragged sack. She held her
infant, a child with matted hair, a dis-
tended belly and dull, vacant eyes.
They had not eaten for days.

At another hut, a tiny child, her skin

By KENNETH B. NOBLE
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Lobito is the terminus for the
Benguela Railroad, which serves
the mines in Zambia and Zaire.

stretched taut over her bones, sat list-
lessly in her mother’s arms. She looked
perhaps 2 years old; her mother said
she was 4.

“It is mostly the women and children
who are left and who are dying,” said
PauloA Jorge, Benguela’s provincial
commissioner. ‘“The men are mostly
gzv%y’flghting. And some, of course, are

ad.

According to a United Nations study
made public in March, severe drought
has withered crops for two years,
bringing on widespread starvation in
much of Benguela, Huila, Namibe and
Cunene provinces. It is a region where
a peasantry now impoverished by war
found cultivation difficult even when
the rains were good.

Of the two million people affected by !
the drought, the study estimated that
782,000 were at serious risk because of
the food shortage, and that 97,000 were
threatened with starvation unless they
quickly received aid.

To show just how dire the conditions
are, the report offered the example of
Cubal, a village 70 miles east of Lobito,
where 592 “hunger related” deaths
were reported in a 10-day period in
February.

International relief workers and
Government officials say thousands of
people are wandering helplessly
through the bush, often dying as they
search for food.

‘The War Has Picked Up’

If food is scarce, guns are every-
where, and maurauding bandits, like
those who attacked the Benguela train,
are terrorizing region after region.

Relief officials say the rebels of the
National Union for the Total Independ-
ence of Angoia, or Unita, have ex-
panded their war effort in recent
weeks. In the territory between Cubal
and Lobito, the guerrillas have made

overland routes impassable by blowing
up bridges and railroads, and by min-
ing roads and ambushing relief con-
voys.

“The war has picked up since
December,” said Terrence Ryan, a
coordinator with Catholic Relief Serv-
ices, an American relief group that has
been giving out food in the region since
October. “Unita said they were going
to take the war to the rest of the coun-
try, and they’ve pretty much held to
their word.”

Many of Angola’s problems are
rooted in the civil war that broke out as
Portuguese troops and colonial au-
thorities withdrew in 1975. The Unita
rebels, armed and aided by South Af-
rica and the United States, have fought
with ferocity against the Marxist-ori-
ented Government in Luanda, which
until recently was supported by the
Soviet Union, and which was backed
for many years by tens of thousands of
Cuban troops.

Feed Stock Dwindles

Unless a temporary cease-fire or
permanent settlement is achieved
soon, relief officials fear that by the
next harvest season, the effects of the
drought could be worse.

For one thing, they note that because
of the growing food shortage, many
farmers have consumed their seed
stock, in some cases going so far as to
dig up seeds already planted. “When it
gets to the point that peasants have to
eat their own feed stock, it’s because
they have absolutely no other alterna-
tive,”” said Susan Hurlich, an anthro-
pologist working for Development
Workshop, a Canadian aid organiza-
tion.

At the same time, dried-out pastures,
lack of water and depleted cereal stock
have taken a heavy toll on livestock. In
Cunene Province alone, an estimated
225,000 head of cattle have died.

Until last October, the Angolan au-
thorities refrained from acknowledg-
ing the crisis, apparently seeking to
limit despair among citizens who had
endured year upon year of civil war.

At that time, the authorities asked
foreign governments and aid agencies,
including the United States, for assist-
ance in paying for corn and other ce-

reals worth more than $270 million. Aid
officials here say $15 million has been
committed to the effort by various gov-
ernments and relief organizations.

Aid officials say the shortages are
caused by natural calamity and com-

pounded by bureaucratic ineptitude.
“The Angolan Government expected
the world relief community to open up
their wallets and just hand them
money, and it doesn’t work that way,”
a foreign specialist said.
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Tide Reaching Africa

PARIS
ttenuated to be sure, little more
A than ripples, the tide of impulse
to democracy is spreading

from Europe to reach Africa.

In a sense, Africa is becoming the
Dark Continent again, out of sight and
almost out of ken. Asiaweek maga-
zine recently pointed out that with at-
tention focused on Eastern Europe
and the Soviet Union, occasional
headlines from Latin America and
China, Africa has ‘‘disappeared. No
effort has been made to find it.”’

That is the fear of many Africans
now, after more than a generation of
receiving lively international con-
cern. A group gathered here by the
former Nigerian chief of state Oluse-
gun Obasanjo to discuss ‘“The impact
of .change in Eastern Europe on Af-
rica” took for granted that wide-
spread aid for the East would leave
their countries all but forgotten.

But there’s a new tone among these
representatives of the African elite

Democracy’s
ripples spread
from Europe.

from some 20 nations: no longer the
reproach and indignation at being left
behind that used to characterize such
gatherings. There was a surprising
unanimity on the theme of democ-
racy as essential to development, no
longer ‘‘people’s democracy’” or
“‘guided democracy’” but ‘plain
democracy without mysteries,” in
the words of Olaru A. Otunnu, former
Foreign Minister of Uganda.

They are aware of the new Eastern
European maxim that ‘“‘the third way
[between Communism and capital-
ism] ileads only to the third world,”
and what they want is out of it. They
are groping for ways to better de-
velop their countries.

Mr..Obasanjo didn’t mince words.
He spoke of the ‘ridiculously large
number of often economically unvi-
able states’ that should look to a
Western European style of integra-
tion to pool capacities. He urged a
conference in Africa to take up
human rights and defense, as the Hel-
sinki process did in Europe.

‘“‘North-North peace must not
degenerate into South-South vio-
lence,” he said, and he decried the
“perennial dependence fueled by
massive external support for un-
demacratic regimes,’’ largely as a re-
sult of the cold war.

But it wasn’t only the cold war. The
pernicious idea that new African
states and old African cultures could-
n’t be expected to strive for stand-
ards of civil and political freedom
really came from the West. Liberals
attacked critics of dictators and one-
party states as ‘‘ethnocentric rac-
ists,” and conservatives preferred to
deal with autocrats in power.

Naturally, African regimes happily
took up the theme, claiming the right
not to be judged by what both sides
called ‘“Western values,” but what
must be seen as universal values.

One official, from one of the nastier
extant  dictatorships, confided:
‘“We’ve been trying to say that too,
for a long time. But you didn’t hear
us. You just listened to the regimes,
and of course they called any domes-
tic critics ‘lackeys of imperialism.”

A senior European aid official ex-
plained that dealing with govern-
ments was unavoidable and asked
what the Africans wanted outsiders
to do. He left unmentioned the
charges of interference and lack of
respect for sovereignty when the
worst regimes were ticked off.

But Mr. Obasanjo had noted that
“safe political conditionality” was
being applied for Western aid to the
East, requiring rule of law, human
rights, free elections, multiparty sys-
tems and a market economy. And he
expects the same for Africa.

“We have squandered almost 30
years with ineffective nation-building
efforts,” he said, and “it is high time
to cast solid foundations for the legiti-
macy of our political systems.”’

Changes in South Africa will help. If
apartheid can be negotiated into the
dustbin, tyrants will find it harder to
divert protest from their misdeeds.
Meanwhile, the ‘“Ceausescu factor,”
as one participant said, reminds lead-
ers clinging to power that those who
don’t bend risk being broken.

The men around the meeting table
were by no means dissidents, but nei-
ther can they turn their countries
around on their own. Of course, the
vast problems of Africa cannot be
solved by African policies alone. Pov-
erty breeds poverty by geometric
progression. ‘‘Population growth will
slow, either because birth rates come
down or death rates go up,”’ Lester R.
Brown wrote recently in° World
Watch. “These are the only options.”

But these leaders have seen that to
get the help they need, their countries
must put it to productive use. ‘“Euro-
peans aren’t planning to help Euro-
peans first for ethnic reasons, but be-
cause they have common values,”’
said one. “We must build them.”

The changes in the world are conta-
gious. Much more than Eastern Eu-
rope is at stake. =
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U.S. Fears Iraq Is Seeking
Long-Range Missile Site

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

WASHINGTON, April 23 — Bush Ad-
ministration officials are concerned
that Iraq is trying to develop a test site
outside of its territory for firing new
long-range missiles.

In a private diplomatic initiative, the
Bush Administration has asked Mauri-
tania, a West African nation that bor-
ders the Atlantic Ocean, about intelli-
gence reports that it might permit Iraq
to build a missile test range there.

Iraq does not have enough territory
to test long-range missiles on its soil.
The intelligence reports worry the Ad-
ministration, which is trying to prevent
third-world countries from developing
long-range rockets that could be used
to deliver chemical or even nuclear
warheads.

Mauritanian officials are said to
have denied the reports. But the Bush
Administration is still monitoring the
situation and there are conflicting as-
sessments within the Administration.

A senior Defense Department offi-
cial said in a recent interview that he
believed Iraq was in the process of ac-
quiring a test range outside its territo-
ry, but did not disclose the country in-
volved. Another official said that Iraq
had expressed interest in such a test
site but that the Mauritanians do not
appear to have agreed to the Iraqi re-
quest,

_Irag’s apparent quest for a new mis-
sile test range is the latest in a series of
developments indicating it is working
to acquire more advanced military
technology. Earlier this month, Iraqi
officials were arrested trying to buy
electronic devices that can be used to
trigger nuclear explosives. Iraq has
also built missile launchers within
range of Tel Aviv, according to Amer-
ican intelligence reports, and is in-
creasing its chemical warfare capabil-
ities.

Earlier this month, the British Gov-
ernment seized steel pipes bound for

Iraq, which British officials said were
for use in launching rocket bombs. A
senior Defense Department official
said that he believed the pipes were in-
tended for a weapon because intelli-
gence reports had established that the
material was being purchased by the
Iraqi military establishment.

According to the senior Defense De-
partment official, Iraq is making
strenuous efforts to build up its missile
technology, including the development
of longer-range missiles. Iraq an-
nounced late last year that it had devel-
oped a long-range missile with a range
of about 1,200 miles.

The Defense official declined to dis-
close where Iraq planned to test its
longer-range missiles, saying that the
information was classified. But other
Administration officials said intelli-
gence reports identify Mauritania as
the possible test site.

Mauritania could be well suited for

Continued on page 10
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U.N. Says Ethiopia
Thwarts Delivery

OfFOOd Al‘d By PAUL LEWIS

UNITED NATIONS, April 21 — As
the threat of famine grows in Ethiopia,
dhie delivery of emergency supplies of
Tobd is being blocked by the refusal of
President Mengistu Haile Mariam to
'suarantee the safety of relief workers
4Bing the: Red Sea port of Massawa,
'Yafted Nations officials and Western
diplomats say.

Western donors..and humanitarian
groups are pressing the Mengistu Gov-
.grnment to call off its campaign to
recapture the port from the Eritrean
feople’s Liberation Front, which it has

een fighting for years, so that supplies

can be moved safely through Massawa
to starving people in the northern prov-
inces of Tigre and Eritrea.

The United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral, Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, is ex-
pected to ask the Ethiopian Foreign
Minister, Tesfaye Dinka, to allow the
port to be reopened when they meet
here next week to discuss the famine
threat, officials say.

The Eritrean front has offered to de-
clare Massawa an open city, saying it
would withdraw its forces and give re-
lief workers freedom to bring in food
supplies if the Ethiopian Government
promises not to attack.

But President Mengistu, who com-

mitted himself in recent broadcasts to
recapturing Massawa, has refused to
give assurances. Rebel forces control
most of Eritrea and Tigre provinces
and partof Wallo’and Gondar.

While relief workers in Ethiopia
have been frustrated in their attempts
to help, in neighboring Sudan the Gov-
ernment of Maj. Gen. Omar Hassan
Ahmed al-Bashir has opened the way
for a partial resumption of an interna-
tional relief operation to help starving
people in the south, which has been
mired in a civil war with the north for
decades, the United Nations Children’s
Fund said on Friday.

Unicef said that after a five-month

interruption caused by fighting and the
Government’s belief that relief opera-
tions help the rebels, it was allowed to
resume relief flights to rebel and Gov-
ernment-controlled towns in the south
on April 9. But the Sudanese Govern-
ment is blocking plans to send in sup-
plies by rail and barge along the Nile.

In Ethiopia, officials of United Na-
tions and other relief agencies say that
without safe access to Massawa they
will be unable to take enough food into
the north to avert famine by the time
the June rains start and roads become
impassable.

After the rebels captured the port
town, Ethiopia said famine relief sup-
plies should be shipped to the more
southerly port of Assab, which it con-
trols, and trucked north across Govern-

ment and rebel lines into Tigre and Eri-
trea. It also proposed a large airlift
using 14 heavy aircraft to ferry food
three times a day from Assab to As-
mara at a cost of $10 million a month.
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Southern Africa’s wars

Peace on tiptoe

WO of southern Africa’s most vicious

wars may, if present straws show a steady
wind, be coming to an end. Although direct
talks between the warring factions in An-
gola and Mozambique are no more than a
hesitant step along an obstacle-strewn road,
the mere fact that the two sides are meeting
without preconditions is a sign that some-
thing new may be in the offing.

Since fighting broke out in these two
former Portuguese colonies in the mid-
1970s, many other countries have been
drawn into the conflict: Cuba, South Africa
and Zimbabwe directly, Russia and America
indirectly, and Malawi, Tanzania and Zaire
in one oblique way or another. Now the
Russians want to extract themselves from
two of Leonid Brezhnev’s farthest-flung ad-
ventures: the Cubans are pulling out of An-
gola, and the South Africans have more
than enough to worry about at home. This is
the combination of circumstances that gives
peace a chance.

In Mozambique the regime led by Presi-
dent Joachim Chissano is on the run. Un-
like his counterpart in Angola, President
Jose Eduardo dos Santos, Mr Chissano gets
plenty of support from the West, which is
more inclined to believe his claim to have
stopped being a Marxist. The rebel Renamo
movement is openly supported by nobody,
though white ex-Mozambicans now living in
South Africa and Portugal slip it some
money. For all that, the government’s
troops have no stomach for an unwinnable
war. President Robert Mugabe of Zimba-
bwe, whose 10,000 soldiers in Mozambique
are the best fighting men around the place,
is tired of keeping them expensively there.
So Mr Chissano has reluctantly agreed to
face-to-face talks with Renamo, probably in
neighbouring Malawi, and has acknowl-
edged the hitherto unthinkable idea of a
multi-party election as the price of peace.

The Angolan government is economi-
cally better off than Mozambique's, with oil
revenues of more than $2 billion a year com-
pared with Mozambique's export earnings
of a mere $100m. President dos Santos has
been doing a bit better lately in his war
against Mr Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA rebels; his
army'’s recent offensive made some headway
before his troops were halted at the south-
eastern town of Mavinga. Yet he too, as sup-
port from Russia and Cuba fades, seems
ready for compromise.

The previous attempt at peacemaking,
at the Zairean town of Gbadolite last June,

At the same time, the Ethiopian Gov-
ernment raised its estimates of the
number of people threatened by
starvation in the country by 1.5 million,
to 4.4 million, with a total need this year
of some 910,000 tons of food.

Western donors and humanitarian
organizations have rejected the pro-
posed airlift, saying it would be too ex- |
pensive and would distract attention
from the need to reopen Massawa,
which they see as the only viable long-
term solution to the famine threat.
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produced an ‘‘agreement” that collapsed
within days. Mr dos Santos, it seems, had
wanted UNITA to settle for a place inside the
existing Angolan regime, and had also
wanted Mr Savimbi to go into exile while
the digestion process took place. Mr
Savimbi declined, on both counts. The gov-
ernment has now dropped both demands,
though (unlike Mozambique’s) it still appar-
ently rejects a free election. Mr Savimbi has
stopped asking the government’s army to
pull back to the positions it held in mid-
1989. The two sides will meet soon in Lis-
bon to discuss a ceasefire, and to set an
agenda for peace negotiations.

One obstacle a little way down the An-
golan road is the reluctance of both Russia
and America to pull the rug from under
their Angolan friends; but, since there can
hardly be a compromise on that free-elec-
tion point, a peace deal would mean that
one of them would have to. Another diffi-
culty is that in both Angola and Mozam-
bique a ceasefire and the subseauent peace
settlement, if there is one, would have to be
supervised by some powerful outsiders, the
United Nations or somebody else. Outsiders
were found to superintend, rather success-
fully, the ending of the wars in Zimbabwe
and then in Namibia. But Angola and Mo-
zambique are much bigger countries, and
large parts of them have for years been virtu-
ally ungoverned.

Above all, if Mr dos Santos and Mr
Chissano have taken note of the recent elec-
toral performance of communist parties in
Eastern Europe, they may flinch from facing
any sort of vote. Much can, and almost cer-
tainly will, go wrong before peace breaks
out. Yet in both countries sheer exhaustion
is reinforced by the recognition that foreign
friends want to get the fighting over. That
could be how peace comes limping in.

ILONG-RANGE MISSILE
SITE (Continued)

missile-testing purposes, Administra-
tion specialists said. The arid, sparsely
populated nation has a territory of
about 400,000 square miles, the size of
Texas and California combined,  and
borders on the Atlantic Ocean,

But some State Department officials
offered a more cautious assessment
than the Pentagon.

A State Department official acknowl-
edged intelligence reports about Iragi

interest in acquiring a test range in
Mauritania, but said there was no firm
evidence that the two countries have
reached an agreement to allow tests or
that Iraqi missile equipment had been
shipped to Mauritania.

The official said the issue had been
discussed with officials from France
and Spain, which have long-standing
ties to the region.

A spokeswoman for the State De-
partment’s Bureau of African Affairs
said its officials would have no com-
ment on any aspect of Mauritanian-
Iraqi miltiary relations. “We do not
have anything to say on this subject at
this time,”” the spokeswoman said.

A spokeswoman for the Mauritanian
Embassy, Turkia Ould Daddah, said
she was unaware of any reports that
Iraq wanted to test missiles in Mauri-
tania and said the idea was absurd.
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Mobutu lifts 20-year ban
on rival parties in Zaire

KINSHASA, Zaire (AP) — Bowing
to weeks of pressure, President Mo-
butu Sese Seko said yesterday he
had lifted a 20-year ban on opposi-
tion parties and would let a multipar-
ty government replace his in a year.

Mr. Mobutu, absolute ruler since
taking power Nov. 24, 1965, an-
nounced in a nationally broadcast
speeth that he was setting up a tran-
sitional government to rule until free
elections could be held. No election
date was set.

“I am taking leave of the Popular
Movement for the Revolution,” said
Mr. Mobutu, 59.

He said he would no longer be
head of the party that supplanted
the government in 1970, but would
remain as president “at the request
of the people of Zaire.”

Mr. Mobutu said three parties
would be allowed at first. His Popular
Movement for the Revolution, which
under Zaire's law was the country’s
government, no longer would hold
any special status, he said.

Mr. Mobutu said one leading op-
position figure, Etienne Tshisekedi,
was released from detention yester-
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day and his Union for Democracy
and Social legalized.
He did not say which of several other
opposition groups, whose leaders are
in exile, would be selected as the
third legal party.

He said the constitution would be
rewritten and a transitional govern-
ment established until elections
were held.

The elections would produce a
new government by April 24, 1991,
he said.

In recent weeks, Mr. Mobutu had
been battered by a wave of unprece-

dented criticism.

He began a tour of the nation in
January, seeking public comment on
his rule. Thousands of replies were
sent in from business groups,
churches, unions, students and indi-
viduals. Many bitterly criticized the
government and Mr. Mobutu him-
self, accusing the president and his
cronies of corruption and monopoliz-
ing power.

But the United States and other
Western governments supported Mr.
Mobutu, who was committed to op-
posing the expansion of Marxism in

the region. Critics of Mr. Mobutu in
the U.S. Congress say the radical de-
cline in East-West tensions has
made cultivation of Mr. Mobutu un-
necessary.

Like most African presidents, Mr.
Mobutu has asserted that one-party
rule was the only way to avoid tribal-
ism. In the first five years of inde-
pendence in the country that was
formerly known as the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, more than
100,000 people died in fighting at-
tributed to ethnic or regional con-
flicts.

He renamed the country Zaire
and ordered Zairians to replace their
Christian names with African
names. Men were required to replace
Western-style suits and neckties
with high-necked jackets.

As part of Mr. Mobutu's cam-
paign to replace European influ-
ences, he ordered that people ad-
dress each other as “citizen,” rather
than “sir” or “madame.”

Mr. Mobutu himself changed his
name from Joseph Desire Mobutu to
Mobutu Sese Seko, translated as “the
all powerful warrior who . .. "
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Why Bankroll Africa’s Ceausescu?

Mobutu Sese Seko seized power in Zaire
through a military coup in 1965, the same year Nico-
lae Ceausescu became the Communist boss of
Romania. Mr. Mobutu is no Communist. But his
methods of rule resemble those of the executed
Romanian tyrant. Wholesale repression, corruption
and megalomania have deformed Zaire.

There is a further regrettable resemblance.
President Mobutu, like Mr. Ceausescu, has known
how to profit from his outspoken opposition to Soviet
foreign policy moves. Washington has winked at his
disastrous misrule and made his regime the leading
African recipient of United States economic assist-
ance.

The end of the cold war removes any possible
justification for this taxpayer subsidy to a repellent

dictator. Representatives Howard Wolpe of Michi- -

gan, Stephen Solarz of New York, David Obey of
Wisconsin and Ronald Dellums of California are
proposing changes in the aid relationship. Their ef-
forts deserve support.

American aid dollars have not measurably
helped Zaire’s people. Annual per capita income is
about $150; living standards are lower than when
Mr. Mobutu took power. His Government has not
built a single hospital in its 25 years. Only 3 percent
of Zaire’s budget goes to health and education while

L

23 percent goes to the military and 50 percent to
“political institutions.”

Meanwhile Mr. Mobutu’s personal fortune has,
by some estimates, grown to $6 billion. His holdings
include perhaps a dozen French and Belgian cha-
teaus, a Spanish castle and a 32-bedroom Swiss
villa. Mr. Mobutu protests that his fortune is a mere
$50 million, and that none of it has come out of the
pockets of his people. But recent World Bank stud-
ies have found hundreds of millions of dollars in
mineral revenues unreported in the national budget,
and more gold and coffee smuggled out of the coun-
try than legally exported.

Mr. Mobutu has supported anti-Communist
initiatives of successive U.S. Administrations, espe-
cially in Angola. But he has done so for his own rea-
sons, not always in coordination with Washington.
For him the U.S. has proved a useful ally. He uses
his conspicuous access to American leaders to fur-
ther discourage dissent.

Mr. Solarz, Mr. Wolpe and Mr. Obey would end
military aid to Zaire and channel most economic
aid through non-government organizations. Mr. Del-
lums would go further and press international aid
institutions to consider the abuses and corruption in
Zaire. Americans have better uses for their tax dol-
lars than reinforcing the Mobutu tyranny.
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Americans Urged to
Leave Liberia As
Fighting With

ebels Increases
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East-Bloc’s Admirers in Africa

Draw Line at Multiparty Politics

By JANE PERLEZ

HARARE, Zimbabwe — African
leaders who long admired Eastern Eu-
rope, accepted its aid and copied its
po tlit!llc;al stmctuirespar& vigomtlglily re-
sis suggestions that multiparty
democracy of the kind taking roof in
places like Poland and Hungary has
‘any application at home.,

those African rulers who chose
the West over 'the East as their main
‘providers du the cold war battle of
allegiances, — in_Zaire, Malawi and
Kenya, for example — are showing no
gw.;appreciation for multiparty sys-
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e longstanding 'and sweeping state-
“emergency laws that impose powers
of detention similar to the emergency
laws they are vociferously urging
Pretoria to abolish. y

The usually stated justification by
those in power in Africa for retaining a
one-party state is that it provides unit;
where otherwise tribal and ethnic dif-
ferences would prevail. But African
critics say that while that may have
once been true, that reasoning has be-
come an excuse for hanging on to
power that in many cases has been ac-
crued through corruption and patron-
age.

Noting that there was a ‘“‘crisis in
governance” in Africa that has contrib-
uted to the continent’s economic mo-
rass in the last decade, the World Ba
said in a recent major report on
Saharan Africa that there was wide-
spread ‘‘appropriation of the machin-
ery of government by the elite to serve
their own interests.” It is that vast
array of power that the leaders are
loath to give up, the critics assert.

Alex. Chikwanda, a Zambien busi-
nessmah, and former Minister of Fi-
nance, dispgrees with his President,
Kenneth D. Kaunda — who he de-
écribes as an #‘absolutist but not insen-
sitive" ruler — that chaos would follow
it more than one political party was
permitted. ‘“‘No rulers want to leave of
their own volition,” said Mr. Chikwan-
da. “If a multiparty System were al-
lowed, it would not besalong ethnic
lines. Wiien rulers say that, it is only to
defend themselves,” ;

At a convention last month of mem-
bers of the sole Zambian political
party, the United National Independ-

ence Party, labor-union leaders and

‘businessmen, it was suggested by some

speakers, includinf a Gabinet minister,
that the validity o the one-party state

had lapsed. The convention also passed
a resolution. asking for the Zambian
state of emergency to be lifted.

‘The Boom of Our Nation’

But Mr, Kaunda, whose largely so- -
cialist-oriented economy is in ruins, de-
nounced multiparty systems as ‘“‘Stone
Age barbarism” and delayed for six
months the meeting of the pasty’s na-
tional council that has'the power to
adopt the convention’s resolutions.

Here in Zimbabwe, as celebrations
for the 10th anniversary on Wednesday
of independence were being prepared,
President Robert Mugabe was actively
moving in the opposite direction to the
trends of Eastern Europe. After win-
ning national elections'in which there
was a surprisingly low voter turnout of
only 55 percent and unexpected
strength in urban areas by a new party,
Mr. Mugabe said he intended to live up |
to his long-announced pledge of scrap-
ping the multiparty system he inher-
ited from Britain,

“A multiparty system in our circum-
stances is nothing but a disastrous way
to the doom of out natian, a sure way to

national destruction,” Mr. Mugabe told
the party’s Central Committee last
week.,

The Preésident, who hailed Romania,
North Korea and the People’s Republic
of China .at his party’s congress- in
December and has accepted help from
all three, continued, “Why must we
ever listen to those who only yesterday
were our oppressive colonialists, as
they now seek to be our mentors of
democracy and preach to us multi-
party democracy, which they never
practiced in respect of our countries?”’

Partles and Tribal Unity

The former President of Tanzania,
Julius K. Nyerere, who still heads his
country’s single party, began a debate
in Tanzania in February saying that
single-party states were not-made by
the hand of God. Mr. Nyerere, who
adopted elements of the Eastern Euro-
pean political system for his own coun-
try, was said to have been taken aback
that Tanzanian party members who
had been sent as usual to East Ger-
many, for political training were re-
turned tg Tanzania after the German
party school closed down.

But last week, his successor as head
of state, President Ali Hassan Mwinyi,
gave the final word. After a six-month
debate within Chama Cha Mapinduzi,
the governing party, things weuld re-
main the same. “While a multiparty
system would be suitable for Euro-
peans, it might not be the same with
Tanzania,” he said. The single-party
system, he insisted, had promoted
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Associated Press

The - State Department advised
Americans yesterday to leave Li-
beria because of increased fighting
between government and rebel
forces.

The department also authorized
U.S. government employees and
their families to leave Liberia if they
wish.

The decision comes at a time of
growing tension between the two
countries following the deaths of
two Americans in recent weeks,
Liberia’s worsening human rights
record and its failure to repay its
debts. ]

The United States has been cau-
tioning Americans to defer non-es-
sential travel to Liberia since fight-
ing broke out last December when
the government attacked some 200
rebels it accused of trying to over-
throw President Samuel K. Doe.

U.S. officials estimate there are
about 10,000 Americans in Liberia,
most of them missionaries and busi-
nessmen. The West African country
was established in 1847 by former
U.S. slaves.

unity among Tanzania’s more than 100
tribes.

In Kenya, an outspoken Presbyterian
minister, Dr. Timothy Njoya, delivered
a New Year’s sermon in which he said
Kenya should heed events in Eastern
Europe. In 1982, threatened by the
creation of an alternative party, the
Kenya African National Unity Party,
under the leadership of President Dan-
iel arap Moi, amended,the Constitution
to make itself the only legally recog-
nized party.

For months now, the Kenyan news-
papers have been dominated by a
warning from leading party members
denouncing Dr. Njoya and asserting
that a multiparty system would lead to
a breakdown in society and the emer-
gence of rampant tribalism. President
Moi, who had warm relations with
President Nicolae Ceasescu of Roma-
nia but has followed a basically capital-
ist economic course, dismissed those
who advocated more political parties
as “puppets of colonialists.”

In reply, a lawyer who is one of Mr.
Moi’s critics, Gibson Kamau Kuria,
wrote in the Nairobi Law Monthly,
“Since the multiparty system works
elsewhere and has previously worked
in Kenya, one would like to know the
aspect @f our human nature which ren-
dered us incapable of making it work
after 1982.”
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Rebels Intensify Campaign
— and Violence - in Liberia

By Deepika Mathur

April 23,1990

LIBERIA’S INSURGENCY

December 1989 Nimba County is invaded
by rebel forces. The insurgency, led by
Charles Taylor, opposes the government of
Gen. Samuel Doe.

January 1990 Troops are sent in to return
Nimba County to government control.

February 1990 As the civilian death toll
climbs, sentiment rises against the violent
tactics used by government troops.

April 1990 Rebels capture key towns in

Nimba County. Refugees continue to flow
intfo Guinea and the Ivory Coast.
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N estimated 150,000 refugees
have fled from Liberia’s north-

eastern Nimba County since
fighting began on Dec. 24.

Rebels unsuccessfully attempted a
coup against President Samuel Doe, and
now reportedly control much of Nimba
County. Government troops are fighting
to regain territory.

Official sources say that more than
1,000 Nimba County residents have been
killed in the violence. Another 135,000
Liberians are reportedly displaced within
the country.

In recent weeks the rebels have inten-
sified their guerrilla campaign by block-
ing major highways, garnering control of
strategic towns, and ambushing trains.

Nearly two weeks ago the rebel Na-
tional Patriotic Front (NPF), led by for-
mer government official Charles Taylor,
ambushed an iron-ore train, seizing sev-
eral people, including Mark Huband, a
correspondent for the London-based Fi-
nancial Times.

Mr. Huband was taken to the rebel
base in Nimba County, where he met Mr.
Taylor. The rebel leader returned to
Liberia after his flight to the United
States in 1984. He is wanted in Liberia’s
capital, Monrovia, on embezzlement
charges.

Huband was given a tour-day tour of
rebel-held territory. He said his impres-
sion was that the NPF is in complete con-
trol of Nimba County.

The rebels also had a “plentiful
supply of AK-47 automatic rifles,
weapons, ammunition, and artillery,”
Huband says.

Mr. Doe himself came to power in a
military coup in 1980 after he assassi-
nated former Liberian President William
Tolbert. Doe has survived eight coup

DANANE, IVORY COAST

plots during his decade in power.

Aid officials estimate that nearly
70,000 Nimba County residents have
sought refuge in Ivory Coast, and an-
other 80,000 have escaped to Guinea
during the last four months.

After receiving persistent reports that
soldiers of the Krahn tribe raped women,
executed ethnic rivals, and burned and
looted villages, Doe in March replaced
the troops by a mixed ethnic force and
threatened to severely punish any sol-
diers caught killing civilians.

Still, an official in Monrovia said many
citizens in the capital “are justifiably
scared because criminal or rogue ele-
ments have recently been incorporated
into the military.”

Peter Zayzay is a refugee who was re-
portedly a victim of government at-
tempts to neutralize rebel forces. He had
returned to his hometown of Butuo to
spend the holiday season with his family.
On Christmas day he heard gunshots
and went outside.

“1 saw six persons with gun. They

says, ‘Don’t move . . . kill him!" Right
away they striking me with cutlass. . . . So
right away I jumped in the bush and
never went to my house again,” Mr. Za-
yzay says.

About 5,000 Americans live in Liberia,
a country founded in 1847 by freed
slaves from the US. Two missionaries
were killed there several weeks ago. That
was the first report of expatriates being
killed in the war-torn country of 2.5 mil-
lion inhabitants.

International aid agencies, Western
embassies, and the governments of Ivory
Coast and Guinea, are trying to feed and
care for the refugees.

During the last decade, Liberia re-

1Lt

aPRL i 90
World Refugee Ranks
Swell While Aid Shrinks

To the Editor:

Your March 18 report from Geneva
on the decline in world aid to refugees
notes  that | their numbers have in-
credsed 50 percent in the last five
years. Nearly a quarter-million refa-
gee children are acutely malnour-
ished, which will result in permanent
brain and development damage.

While refugee numbers grow,
world donations have failed to keep
up. The decade of the 1980's, a decade
that means freedom for millions of
Eastern Europeans, will mean only
deteriorating conditions for the
world's 15 million refugees. The
United Nations High Commissioner
for ' Refugees, the international
agency with the mandate to care for
the world's refugees, finds itself
financially strapped.

It cannot meet food, water and shel-
ter needs, much less invest in the
repatriation, education and training
essential to reduce permanently the;
number of dependent refugees.

As a short-term remedy, I and
others in Congress have recom-
mended a $50 million supplemental
appropriation for fiscal year 1990.
This modest amount (only about $3.50
per refugee for the rest of the year)
won't by itself change the present,
much less prospects for the future.
But we believe United States leader-
ship will stimulate other nations to in-
crease their contributions to the refu-
gees agency in this and future years.

(Representative) TONY P. HALL

: Chairman

House Select Committee on Hunger

Washington, March 27, 1990

cetved more than $500 million in US aid,
the highest amount per capita of any
country in sub-Saharan Africa. :

Now. the US mainlv gives hu-

manitarian aid 1o vinena (not military
aid) because of the country’s mismanage-
ment of its budget, its failure to pay out-
standing loans, and ongoing criticism in
the US Congress over human rights vio-
lations.

Liberia has a foreign debt of $1.7 bil-
lion, and its economy suffers from the fall
in world market prices of its major ex-
port, iron ore. Sales of iron ore account
for about 70 percent of Liberia’s foreign
exchange earnings.

The country’s largest mining com-
pany stopped production last year, leav-
ing almost 15,000 Liberian workers job-
less. And the International Monetary
Fund suspended loans to the country in
late 1986.

The current rebellion is proving to be
the most serious challenge Doe has faced
in his 10 years of military rule.



ALLEGED RIGHTS ABUSES HURT THE ANC'S STANDING (Continued)

They met South Africa’s Angli-
can Archbishop Desmond Tutu
when he visited here two weeks
ago. Archbishop Tutu has asked
the All Africa Council of
Churches - of which he is presi-
dent - to investigate the claims
and to help the men return home
to South Africa.

Delegates of the International
Committee of the Red Cross in
Nairobi say that South Africa has
been contacted, and that it now
depends on those authorities.
“This is quite a long procedure,”
ICRC regional delegate Hans
Leuenberger said.

Mr. Maxongo, who joined the
ANC’s Umkhonto we Sizwe mili-
tary wing in 1978, explains that
discontent within the movement
had started as early as 1981.

Based in Angola, where an es-
timated 2,000 to 5,000 fighters
lived in eight camps, Maxongo
spent years being trained in guer-
rilla warfare by Cubans, South Af-
ricans, and Soviets.

Fighters were isolated in the
Angolan bush, with no outside
news and little or no military ac-
tivity, he says. Frustration in the
camps grew. “People were not sat-
isfied with the pace of the armed
struggle. They had been in the
camps five to six years, there were
no schools, no supplies. There
were a lot of suicides,” Maxongo
says. Like many others, he was
never sent to South Africa.

Discontent among the rank
and file coincided with the discov-
ery of a spy ring in the ANC in
1981. A political crackdown fol-
lowed.

At Pango Camp in eastern An-
gola, where Maxongo was based,
this meant people were tied by
their hands to trees so they had to
stand on tiptoe. They were then
beaten with Soviet Army belts.
“They asked us wnat we were dis-
cussing about the leadership,
Maxongo says. Two were taken to
Quatro, an ANC prison set up in
eastern Angola in 1979.” The dis-

sidents say that people’s arms and
legs were tied, then up to 13
people at a time were shoved into
a tiny cell, or locked into oven-hot
metal containers.

By 1982, continued military
inaction and abuse by security
personnel led to demands for
elections for a new ANC execu-
tive committee. Rebuffed, some
ANC guerrillas mutinied in 1984.

Angolan troops subdued the
mutiny, sending prisoners to Lu-
anda’s maximum security prison.
“I was in that prison 14 months,
until April 1985. We were never
charged. We were beaten, inter-
rogated, shocked with live electric
wires,” Mr. Molefe says.

In April, he was sent to
Quatro. “Conditions there were
horrific. . . . Every day there
were beatings, cries, screams. We
were told our release depended
on whether we were ready to
cooperate. No one was ever re-

leased.”

NEUTRALITY HAS ITS DANGERS IN THE BLOOD FEUDS OF A SOUTH

gress of South African Trade Unions.
"The action was called to mourn those
killed in the violence.

But for the inherent tragedy, some
predicaments seem almost ludicrous.

A relief worker encountered one
black family near Durban that was
forced to hand over money and other
valuables as contributions to a gang as-
serting loyalty to Inkatha. Hours later,
another gang purporting to solicit for
the United Democratic Front cleaned
out what remained. A potice helicopter,
drawn to the commotion, hovered over
the family’s house and blew away the
corrugated metal roof.

‘Despite calis for peace by Nelson
Mandela, among others, each side
refuses to lay down its arms before the
other does. President F.W. de Klerk
has sent in troops to reinforce the un-
derstaffed police, but critics say it is
not encugh.

“We have asked the State President
why is it that Natal was not declared a
disaster area,” said Patrick Terror
Lekota, the African National Con-
gress’s representative in Durban, the
largest city in the province. ““Is a black
life so cheap?”’

Pupils on Morning Recess

On March 17, a petition demanded
that the councilors immediately resign.
‘“The councilors didn’t respond,” a
woman said.

On April 11, the residents began a
rent strike and a boycott of businesses
owned by the town councilors, includ-
ing a taxi service to Viljoenskroon,
where most of those who have jobs
work.

On Thursday morning, the residents
said, people gathered and began sing-
ing to inhibit others from using the

taxis. Two police vans pulled up in
front of the crowd, which began to re-
‘treat.

In the meantime, the fighting grows,
with more combatants, military tactics
and some autamatic weapons. And the
oratory is hardening.

“We are going to defend ourselves
very vigorously and the Government
must understand that clearly,” said
Caleb Mogubane, a member of the Vu-
lindela Youth Congress, which sup-
ports the United Democratic Front.
“Every day, the Governmentt is talk-
ing about law and order but never
about justice. We say there can be no
law and order where there'is no jus-
tice.”

“They blame us as if we started the
violence,” said V. S. Ndlovu, an Inkatha
official from Imbali. “We are really the
victims of violence now.”

Pro-Inkatha forces have been ac-
cused of starting much of the fighting,.

But V. 5. Ndlovu, who'is not related to
Phillip Ndlovu, said it was hard to re-
strain people faced with provocations
like the stoning of buses.

“What do you tell them — that you
will help bury their brother and sister

tomorrow and their mother the next

About that time, a high-school
teacher said, pupils from the Mahla-
batini primary school, who were let out
for morning recess, ran up to see what
was happening. Four policemen, one of
whoem was black, opened fire, he said.

C\asualties Thrown Into Van

““We tried to stop thildren from com-
ing out of the gates,” the teacher said.
*“The police started shooting at us.”

He and others denied that the crowd
had thrown stones. Another young man
said those killed were hit in the back
while running away.

“When we tried to go to the injured,
they stopped us.” he said. Then, he
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While Molefe was in prison,
another revolt broke out in Pango
camp in May 1984.

Luvo Mbengo and 15 others
fled into the bush. They were
picked up and returned to the
ANC by Angolan and Soviet au-
thorities. “We were beaten and
tortured. They wanted us to back
down trom our call for a national
conference because we were
threatening the leadership,” Mr.
Mbengo says.

A military tribunal finally sen-
tenced them to death. But with
the intercession of ANC repre-
sentative Gertrude Shope, eight
men were sent to Quatro.and the
others were released.

In 1988, Maxongo, Molefe,
Mbengo, and others were re-
leased and taken to an ANC camp
at Dakawa, in Tanzania. One yea
later, banned from all political ac-
tivities, they and another 14 guer-
rilla veterans resigned

Comtilnuee, on Pg, 15

AFRICAN (Continued)

day?”’ Mr. Ndlovu said.

A coordinated attack late last month
by thousands of Inkatha supporters on
communities seen as sympathetic to
the United Democratic Front followed
the stoningof buses carrying people to
their jobs from communities identified
with Inkatha by youths in Edendale.

The police’ have been accused of
standing by or even siding with Inka-
tha.

But Brig- Jac Buchner, police com-
missioner for the KwaZulu homeland,
said the violence had become too ran-
dom to prevent.

“If you go into the ghetto areas we
have and there is such lawlessness, if
the guy three doors away wants to take
you out, he’s going to take you out,”
Brigadier Buchner said.

/As a result, those trapped in the con-
flict cannot rely on the police to protect
them. In Mpumalanga, a KwaZulu po-
liceman refused to accompany two fory
eign journalists to an adjacent neig]
borhood. ““They are shooting at any fly'
who passes,” the policeman said. “Yoy
can imagine what they would do to §
human being.” 7

RIOTS HIT PRETORIA TOWNSHIP WHERE POLICE KILLED 5 (ComcilntEee!)

said, he watched the police throw the
dead or seriously wounded into the
back of a van.

About 150 teachers from three local
schools gathered today and asked to
see the bodies of the dead students.
“We had a responsibility because it
happened during school hours,” one of
the teachers said.

Instead, he said, the police gave the
teachers five minutes to disperse. They
sat down in the road, and the policemen
fired tear gas at them.

With that, the township youths began
rock-throwing and barricade-building.
“They tried to attack us so we put bar-
ricades in the road so they couldn’t get
us,”’ one young man said.



NIGERIA REPORTS IT FOILED A COUP BY ARMY (Continued)

Ihe revoit pegan eariy this morning
when artillery and automatic- weapons
fire were heard in Lagos, the capital,
hear the barracks where the President
lives. Soon afterward, a man identify-
ing himself as Maj. Gidéon Ngwozor
Oka went on the radio; saying that the
Government had been overthrown.

Major Oka said the revolt wds being
carried out on behalf of the people of
central and southern Nigeria, many of

Yhem Chr@stians, who he said had been
weduced to “slavery” by the Muslim
northerners.

_Major Oka accused the northern
states of Borno, Bauchi, Kano, Kafsina
and Sokoto of ruining the rest of Ni-
geria. He said those predominantly
Muslim states would be excluded from
tthe 21-state federation until they prove
their loyalty to a new government.

Major Oka accused the Babangida
leadership of being ‘‘dictatorial, cor-
rupt, drug-baronish, inhumane, sadis-
tic, deceitful, homosexually centered
and unpatriotic.”

Another radio broadcast from Lagos
monitored here called on students,
workers, lawyers and shopkeepers to
take to the streets to support the coup.
It also said military and police officers
were confined to their bases and an

overnight curfew was being imposed.

But about noon, there was still an-
other broadcast, this time from the

TORTURE TALES MAY UN-
SETTLE (Continued)

Government fight pro-Western guerril-
las of the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola. The guerrillas
objected to being diverted from the
armed struggle for South Africa’s lib-
eration.

CHANCE FOR A UNIFIED POLICY ON SOUTH AFRICA

pate in the negotiations are going to be
able to get an acceptable agreement, the
playing field needs to be leveled.

Given the vast military, political. and
economic resources available (o the gov-
ernment, sanctions are one of the few con-
ditions that create some equality at the bar-
gaining table.

Second, American policy should in-
clude a program of increased assistance for
Namibia, which has just received its indc-v
pendence, and which has adopted one of
the most democratic constitutions and es-
tablished one of the most multiracial gov-
ernments in all of Africa. The administra-
tion’s current aid budget for Namibia is
$500,000. In view of its significance, how-
ever, something on the order of $10 mil-
lion would be more appropriate.

What happens in Namibia is far mort
important for the future of South ;\t!*ul‘u
than anything we say or do. If Namibia
succeeds in preserving political pluralism,
protecting human rights, and fostering a
prosperous economy, it will clearly have a
salutary effect on the willingness of South
Africa’s whites to adopt a similarly nonra-

cial democracy for their country. But if

Namibia should succumb to chaos and an-
archy, or if there should be widespread po-

Government, that the
rebels had been routed stations
in the. cities of Benia atd Kaduna
broadcast announcmsmts by oﬂiclers
saying their troops remsained loyal to
the Babangida Government.

The whereabouts of President Ba-
bangida remained uncertain tonight.

In most of nothern Nigeria, Isighm is
the dominant religien, crossing tribal
and li tic boundaries. But across
muchr of the south, from the eastern Ibo
to the preserve of the Yoruba in the big
cities like Lagos and Ibadan, Christian-
ity is dominant and Islam is regarded
by many as a threat to secular govern-
ment.

Moreover, rivalries among the coun-
try’s:250 ethnic gre often paraliel
relilgious rivalries. In the late 1960’s,
Nigeria was torn by a civil war that pit..
ted Ibo separatists who attempted to
set up an indeper__ldent nation, Biafra, in
the east, against the Yoruby in the
south and a coalition of northerners

dominated by the Hausa and the Fula-
ni

If the coup had succeeded, it would
have been the seventh since Nigeria,

Foreign and Nigerian political ex-
perts said today that they were not sur-
prised at the timing of the coup at-
tempt. Speculation about the possibility
of military intervention had been rife
since last winter, when General Baban-
gﬁdg, as part of Nigeria's return to
civilian rule, introduced a transition
plan that has proved widely unpopular.

litical repression or an economic collapse,
it will strengthen the hand of those in the
white community of South Africa who
argue that any change will necessarily pro-
duce a disaster for the country.

Third, we need a “democracy initiative”
for South Africa in which we provide re-
sources to multiracial organizations com-
mitted to the creation of a nonracial de-
mocracy. Such a program would be
conducted through the National Endow-
ment for Democracy (NED), along the
lines of NED help in Poland, Nicaragua,
and Chile, where it supported pro-democ-
racy movements.

An NED-sponsored program would
make resources available to the ANC. It’s
important w recall that within the brame-
work of the black political community, the
ANC 1s not only the most predominant but
also the most f‘esponsihle of the ])riu(‘_ip;il
groups. Compared to the Pan African
Congress, for instance, or the black con-
sclousness group AZAPO. both ol which
are opposed to negotiations, the ANC is a
middle-of-the-road force for moderation.

Some may argue it's inappropriate to
provide resources to the ANC: bec ause of
its commitment to armed stiuggle. Yet the
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ALLEGED RIGHTS ABUSES
HURT (Continued)

“We left the ANC . . . because
the crimes have not been cor-
rected and the elements responsi-
ble . . . have not been gotten rid
of,” Molefe says.

The dissidents say their call for
an investigation into ANC human
rights’ violations “will not weaken
the ANC, but will demonstrate to
our people and the world the
ANC'’s uncompromising commit-
ment to justice and democracy.”

And while they disagree with
Mandela’s statement that those
responsible for torture have al-
ready been dismissed, they feel he
is the only leader capable of re-
solving their grievances.

“It's difficult to say whether
Mandela can change things in the
ANC, but we are banking our
hopes on him,” Mr. Masango says.

with 'the dismiseal of the 5
Minister, Lieut. Gen. Domkat Bali, a

Christian.
Of late, President B has
also been t: to shore up a’s

economy. A potentially wealthy coun-
try with the beginnings of a stt:nymam
middle class in the 197¢'s, Nigeria, an
oil producer, was badly hert by the
drop in world oil prices.

Last month, several hundred “stu-
dents in Lagos and cities rioted
and set buildings and automobiles
ablaze to protest hardships th.
attributed to President Babangida’s
austeritv measures.

(Continued)

ANC has denounced “necklacing” and has
said it would be prepared 1o suspend
armed struggle for serious negotiations.

Furthermore, it would hardly be appro-
priate to reject funding for the ANC for
the purpose of developing an above-
ground, legal, democratic political move-
ment in South Africa because it has not ye..
rejected armed struggle — when we haven’t
hesitated to provide millions of dollars to
Jonas Savimbi in Angola or the contras in
Nicaragua in order, so we say, to facilitate
a settlement and the establishment of de-
mocracy in those countries.

The congressional delegation that went
to South Africa several weeks ago, led by
Democrat Bill Gray and Republican Dean
Gallo, contained both Republicans and
Democrats, liberals and conservatives. Yet
despite our political and philosophical dif-
ferences, we all returned from our trip be
lieving that an approach based on these
three components could unite the admin-
istration and the Congress, as well as the
country, behind a policy that could make a
real difference in South Africa.

B Rep. Stephen ]. Solarz (D) of New York is a
member of the House Foreign Affairs commattes



THE NEW COLONIATLISM
(Continued)

Jsm.'' Today it is evident that it
Tnakes no difference who is to
blame. Colonialism lasted just long

Eifotgh to destroy the indigenous
;e¢otiomy and social structures of the
‘Gonfinent, but not long enougll; to
Rut anything lasting in their place.
simple pastoralism, the hunting
thering economies of the past,
\Weté ruined, tribal' menarchies and
alliances wrecked, a fragile human
-£cology existing in extreme climatic
Mo

The Europeans then tried to re-
make ‘Afrfta and Africans to their
own advantage and in their own im-
age. Whatever the merits of that ef-
fort, which was based on a convic-
tion of European superiority, but
was néot without altruism and sacri-
fice, it came to an end in the 1950s
and 1960s. The moral upheaval pro-
duced by the two world wars, and
the revolutionary doctrines preached
from Moscow and Beijing, destroyed
both the Europeans’ belief in their
right to rule Africa and the Africans’
willingness to be ruled.

The new African governments
:}nstly_ -chose state-soclalist models

development — the furthest pos-
sible from their European colonizers’
maodel. They sought forms of indus-
trialization irrelevant to African
needs, and wrecked native agricul-
ture. The governments themselves
usually were one-party affairs, pro-
fessedly “‘revolutionary,” actually
relylng on tribalisin and clientism.

At best the result was inefficient
and repressive. At worst it produced
the depravities of Idi’ Amin and the
Emperor Boksssa. The blind ideolog-
ical #ivalry of the superpowers, and
the-ignorance and self-interest of all
too many of the foreign advisers, de-
velopment theorists, bankers, trad-
ers and adventurers who. interested
themselves in Africa’s affairs, con-
tributed to this outcome.

Today, in fact if not name, a new
colonialism exists, The World Bank, -
the IMF, the French gdvernment
and the aid agencies of the other de-
veloped countries, together with the
private lending institutions, set the
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UGANDA 70 OUTLAW PROSTITUTION

Uganda plans to outlaw prostitution,
ban sex under the age of 18 and increase
the penalty for rape in a bid to control
AIDS. The nation has 12,444 confirmed
AIDS cases. A law to be discusséd in par-
liament next week would impose seven-
year jail terms for prostitution and un-
der-age sex in a country where there is
now no legal age of consent. It would in-
crease the maximum penalty for rape to
life imprisonment from seven years.

terms on which Africa’s economies
function, or malfunction.

The implications of this situation
are not yet clearly grasped. Javier
Perez de Cuellar, the U.N. Secretary
General, sgid recently that the major
countries cannot, even in their own
interests, continue to tolerate the
cruelties and misery of the back-
ward world. He spoke of a “‘right”’ of
international interference when
conditions are as desperate as they
are¢ in some countries today. In Afri-
ca this interventionism is practiced
but not acknowledged.

A unique opportunity exists. The
Cold War struggle over Africa’s ideo-
logieal orientation is finished. The
Soviet Union is ready to cooperate.
The United Nations needs a serious
role to play in today’s world. Africa’s
post-independence models of state-
socialist development and one-party
rule are completely discredited. The
human needs of Africa are desper-
ate. Disease as well as hunger and
chaos threaten its people., -

What about a new, declared, in-
ternationalized colonialism for Afri-
ca? A disinterested international in-
terventionism? What ' about
installing a frankly paternalist inter-
national authority in Africa and a
continent-wide development struc-
ture and program? The idea may be
outrageous in terms of the political
pleties of the last 50 years, but those
pieties helped put Africa where it is
today. What is the alternative to
neo-colonialism? Africa’s condition
demands desperate measures.

AFRICANS DECRY POTENTTAT,
LOSS (Contimuad)

on the right of the reformed Eu-
ropean governments to receive
additional assistance 0 huttress
their transition to “a democratic
pluralistic system.”

Most observers agree that be-
cause of budget constraints,
UNICEF cannot satisfy both the
East and South.

Earlier this month, European
integration and East Europe-So-
viet restructuring dominated de-
bates at a conference of the Com-
mission on Transnational
Corporations. Delegates were
concerned that transnational cor-
porations would divert invest-

ment from developing countries.

In Venice, diplomats at a Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) conference advocated ac-
tive support for Eastern Europe’s
reforms. They said that addi-
tional funds would be poured
into Eastern Europe, though not
at the expense of undernour-
ished developing countries.

But observing that FAO con-
ferees represented East and West
European nations exclusively,
diplomats here were skeptical.

Meanwhile, in Geneva, the so-
called “Group of 77” developing
countries demanded that the UN
Conference on Trade and Devel-
opment safeguard third-world in-
terests “irrespective of whatever
social and economic systems”
evolve in Europe.

And Egypt’'s Mohamed Rifaah
Sard says “the dramatic political
and economic changes in Eastern
Europe and the Soviet Union do
not and should not diminish the
importance of these countries in
our foreign economic sector.” He
hopes East-South trade will ex-
pand via greater access to the East
of third-world manufactured
goods.
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