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'TOWARDS the end of 1915,
- the most advanced white
socialists, led by 'David Ivon |

Jones and Sidney Percival

unting. began to urge upon

‘the newly-formed Internation-
al Socialist League that it
should pay attention to the

needs of the Africans.
. The chief obstacle they had to
Qvercome was the fear of most:
. -Transvaal socialists that any re-
~ cognition of the African as an
equal would doom the ISL tor
stagnation as a small ‘debating-
society’ without influence among
the white workers. In the Trans-
vaal, where the white socialists
had identified themselves with
Labour’s colour-bar policies, they
had become a power in the trade
union movement. And their poli-
cies seemed to be justified by the
fact that the white workers had
engaged in a series of militant
+ struggles against the bosses.
On the other hand, where, as in
- Cape Town and Durban, the so-
-ciaﬂ":t& had refused to go along
with the white-labour Folicy, they
had shrunk into small and unin-
fluential bodies. .
To turn against the colour bar
meant to lose all influence with
the white workers and, this, in the
€yes of most white socialists, was
tp cut oneself off from the entire
labour movement.

The African proletariat was still
relatively very weak and ‘it was
most difficult for a white trade
unionist to visualise a labour
movement based on the Africans.
In a few vyears time, with the
meteoric rise of Clement Kadalie’s -
reat Industrial and Commercial
f}nion, the Africans were to de-
monstrate how great a force they
were, but, until they saw it hap-
pening, there were few white trade
union leaders indeed who believed

it poSsible, $

Not Marxists.

An advanced socialist—one who
knew something of . dialectical
materialism ~ and of olitical
economy—would have understood
the  inevitability of the rapid
growth of the African proletariat.
But it must be clearly understood
that t :

-On-War .League and then the.
ISL. were not* advanced Marxists.
They were socialists of many
hues—fabians, co-operators, syn-
dicalists, anarchists and a host of
others including those who were
pacifists and conscientious. objec-
tors rather than socialists. They
were outside the mainstream. of L
socialist theoretical ferment then
taking place in Europe, and being
in the main new immigrants, were

_..ngt sufficiently inside the main-
. stream of South African life to
enable them to make any funda-
i s mental theoretical contributions as
~+ South African socialists. 5
7 On the war issue, however,*
every  man who was a  sincere
sqcialist—no matter what brand
-of-socialism it was—stood united. -
© 'And as a result, the very thing
which the militants had so feared, -
.fame to pass. . R
i+ . The anti-war socialists were .
‘o . stripped of all power in the white
i #> labour movement, They became a
b P e llﬂllll* is
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.. .+ meetings; tore up
~‘».and reviled them.
+ - THE

+w . CIALIST SPEAKERS WERE -
.. THE AFRICAN AND CO-
.+ LOURED WORKERS. -
~  ~ But even so the old ways died
®s ° bard. At the first conference’ of.
“. the ISL in January 1916 Bunting
' moved a resolution (called “Peti- -
tion of Rights for the Native”):
* “That this League affirm that the -
“ . emancipation of the working class
3 +  Of .« Native .in
* and passport systems; and the lift-
g lnﬁ of the Native workers to the d
2 political and industrial status of
P they white,” = s mrpet e o N
o, 0 '
i Opposition
A delegate tried to delay  the
degision by moving that the mat-
ter be referred to a committee and
— one of the ISL leaders. Colin
Wade, put forward “biological
evidence”. on the inferiority of the
Africans. When this proposal to
delay the decision was defeated,
Wade moved the addition of a
clause that the ISL ‘would, until

' the African’s status had been so
lifted, endeavour “to prevent the

§ % _Isolated group. The “white _ , “THig™
w7 P workers broke * up their* public ¥ approval, 32 e T
AL eir newspapers °~ \which these meeétings produce i

ONLY PEOPLE WHO ‘/ “The hi
[ERadsd:

requires the abolition of all forms i
denture, compound ‘* |

U

Socialists Learn

This meeting coming within
weeks of the ISL resolution to
‘prevent the increase of the Native
wage workers’ served to reveal
dramatically to the more advanced
socialists the nonsense of their
resolution. The Land Act had
killed any illusions anyone might
have about keeping the working:
class ‘white.’

The contact was showing that
the white socialists had at least aj
much to learn from the black
congressmen as the ANC had to
learn from them.

In an article on Father Hill's
lecture, Bunting declared:

“Perhaps if Marx had lived to-
day in Johannesburg he would
have founded his International
Association of Working Men, not
on the well-paid craft unionists
who themselves batten on Native
labour and form the ‘Federation,’
«but rather og-such class conscious
elements as he could find among
the black workers, who groan
under a hundred special and
serious disabilities of their own,
in addition to those attaching to
all workers—disabilities which
naturally hinder m from join-
ing up with -the white; and hin-
der the white from liﬁking with
them, who form the bulk of the
yrican proletariat.”

power to keep
it would to

ny -sérious blo gainst
capitglism without the co-opera-
tion of .the kaffic”

Jn  social relationy,
the white socialists* had not yet
broken free. An “International”
article spoke of “an ethnological
tendency~ . . which makes for the
natural 'ﬂgartnesa of white and
black.” ‘Capitalism had “tam-
‘Pered” with this and
them together. Socialists by
destroying capitalism would allow
natural apartness to reassert itself, -
said an editorial after May Day
1916. “The way to healthy social

1owever,

segregation is through Industrial 94

co-operation.”

ANC Speaker

In June an African addressed a
Johannésburg socialist meeting for'
the first time. ANC leader Robert -
Grendon, editor of the Congress
organ Abantu-Batho spoke to the'
ISL on “The link between black -
and white.” There were a large-
number ‘of Africans present,

The Africans startled the ISL
stalwarts by proposing that the:
meeling - begin with-'a motion of -
condolence. at the recent Heath of
one of the-Allied field ‘marshals.
Jones, who was in the chair, .-
turned the proposal down.

- Saul Msane, in his confribution
to the discussion said that the im- **
portant thing was to educate the **
white workers. “The. trade unions

.+ had- been' formed to fight the Na- "~

- tives, Let them remove restrictions
«-and the Natives would join the ~

unions.” :
s e Effﬂtﬂd ‘E_wit d oud -~

th$ mind,” Jones wrote, “must
‘The hi l@!:i;!_. and good feeling -
8o .;_,ia:..ﬁ_!: Bl
UResRefBababs i ST S0
due to the fact that socialism is
beginning . to right a gredl )
wrong.w:: ‘o |
— Xire=—Grendon, meeting was
roundly condemned in the dail
_Papers. One Labour Party MP

" called for the deportation of the

socialists for telling the Africans
o .organise, . -

to consider
osition of
] rica, too.
S. G. Rich, a socialist attorney

- The ISL now began
for the_ﬁrst time the
the Indians in South

addressed the League on “Produc-
tton for Profit and the Natal
Coolie” and “The barbarities to
which the Indians in Natal were
treated prior to their great kick in
1913,” were enlarged upon in the
discussion by Mr. Polak. The dis-
cussion lost much of its interest
the International reported,
through lack of information as
to the present condition of the
Indian Coolie, his habits of .
thought, custom, ambition, and
ﬂfhlrgt IS most important to the so-
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But even so the old ways died
hard. At the first conference ” of
the ISL in January 1916 Bunting
moved a resolution (called *““Peti-
tion of Rights for the Native”):
“That this Lea
emancipation of the working class
requires the abolition of all forms
of .. Native indenture,
and passport systems; and the Jift-
ing of the Native workers to the

Political and industria] status of
the: white.” ‘

Oppo_sitiqn

A delegate tried to delay the
degision_ by moving that the mat-
ter be referred to a committee and
one of the |SL leaders, Colin
Wade, put forward “biological
evidence” on the inferiority of the
Africans. When this proposal to
delay the. decision was defeated,
Wade ' moved the additi
clause that the ISL would, untij!

~ the African’s Status had been so

increase of the
~workers, and to assist the existing

lifted, endeavour “to prevent the
Native wage

ative wape workers to free
themselyeg from the wage
system.” Sl

The resolution as amended—
Bunting and Jones appear to have”

carried by an overwhelming majo-
rity, and Socialist theory, after a
Momentary grab at the sun, fell

- Nevertheless the resolutionr was
4 go-ahead signal for those who
were trying to turn white socialist
altention towards the Africans,:
and - February 1916 saw -a land-
mark in the history of the. libera-
tory movement—the first coming
together in the Transvaal of the
White socialists and the African

National Congress. -

The occasion wag a socialist
Meeling on the Langd Act ad-
dressed by one of Father Hudd]e-
ston’s ‘ predecessors. of the Com-
munity of the Resurrection,
Fathér Francis Hill

b= .He, correctly, described the A;:.t

- as being aimed at driving the Afri-

. ANC and

‘its pledge not to criticise

R e o -

cans out to work for the ‘whites,
Present at the meeting was Saul
sana, a leading figure in the
one of the delegates
sent by them in 1913 to protest
i him were
several other ANC leaders. %
ne told the meeting that so
Strictly was the ANC observing
the gov-

compound “
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"By the middie of 191 the po-
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through the International
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although a beginning had not yet -

. In 1917 the Native' Administra.
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