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Weapons pi
Brendan Seery

' MEGA—COHPORATION
’ Barlow Rand ts fachlg possi-

ble losses of millions of
rands as United States prose-
cutors threaten to seize the

assets of lts companies alleg-

edly Involved In a massive

arms-smuggltng operation.

The conglomerates possible

preparations to wrtte oil‘ the

value ot the assets come in the

wake of reports last month that

it had also sutlered losses of

around fizolntlilon eartler this

year. when its tradthf operation

was destroyed tn 1* ots tn the

Zaire capltal‘ Kinshasa.

Barlows subsidiary Fuchs Elec-

trontcs - which to part of the

lteunert Technology Systems

group (l'teutech). whtch Is 78 per.

cent owned b Barlow: - Is one of

three South lrlcan com antes ln-

dlcted tn the US smuggtng case

The other companies are ltrmscor

and Kentron. Armscor'l mlsslle-

manuluctuflng arm.
ln addition to the com antes.

seven South Africans - mlnm

3 Randy Mctelerkamp. Vern Davls.

' Brian Scott (also known as Graham

Crulghuess). Bert Quinn, Johan

Lombard. Jaco Budrlcks and Ger-

rlt “Bull" Pretoria: - have been
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abused In their personal capaci-

es.
Mr Pretorlus —- who Joined Bar-

low: ln 1978, and was appolntod to

the board of Reutech last year. ht

the managing director 0! Reuteoh,

while Mr Budrlcke ls reported to

be the technical director of Fuchs.

Mr Metclerloump was involved In

mm smuggllhg altegatlohs pre-

viously as one 0! the “Coventry

Four" arrested by British nulhorl-

ties In 1981, and Mr Quhm la re-

ported to he Involved in the tnortlat

utdanee system department of
entron.

Heavy tines
W—

Fuchs ltsell laces a tine of about

mo munch. whtle Mr l’rctorlus

end Mr Budrlck each face ltncs or

up to n65 mllllon.
It Fuchs ts convlctcd. end the

fine to not aid. its assets tn the US
could he so zed. .

Businea sources polntcd out thls

week that It would be “extremely
difficult” for the US government to
trace Barlow: assets to sclzc them.

as operntlons would probably have
been conducted through a complex
network or middlemen and lront

companles. Even In cases Where

companles are Identified. they are

hkely to have lnsubstantlnl assets.
Barlow Rand director Cllve
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Parker declined to comment on a

number of questions put to him by

the Sunday Star this week. lmlud.

ins“.
0A rctuest tor hto raphlcal and

career etatls of Mr retorlus and

Mr Budrlcks.
own! the men nnd/or the cum-

atg delend the case and. It so. WIN

a owa pay (or their dclcnee?

0 In the worst-case ecenerlo, it the

com p and your mnployces are I

flue wfllyou pay?
0 l! the [Inca are hot pald. then the

US government has sald tt wlll

seize Barlow assets in the US.

Have emu made preparations for I

thts? low much do you forecast

wlll have to be set aside? What are

Barlow: assets in the US worth?

The US Indlctment alleges the

UN arms embargo against South

Africa was broken by the me at

ac ulsltlon of weapons — lnclud hg

hlg n-teeh Items .. and their export

to South Mrlce. From South Mrl-

en. the alto attons go. the weapons

were test and reproduced and

later ro-sold to Iraq and used tn the

Gut! War where they were used

ugalnst US lomcs.
The weapons clted lhcludcd

ntgthtovtslort devices. mlsslte com-

ponents. navigation systems and

components, mlsslle lestlhg and

trackln systems. grenade teclmol.

ogy a restricted electrOnlo com-

ponenta
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