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Political violence in South Africa is escalating, |eading many to conclude that individua
l's

and organi zations in the denocratic novenent, and ordinary residents of the black townsh
ps,

suffer more now than they ever did under states of enmergency in the nid-1980s or under th

e Bot ha

adm nistration. Efforts to stemthe viol ence have included a National Peace Accord signed
in

Sept enber by the South African governnment, the African National Congress, the I|nkatha
Freedom Party and a nunber of other parties. In addition, the governnent appointed a high

-l evel

comm ssion of inquiry to investigate the viol ence, headed by Appellate Division Justice R

i chard

Col dst one.

The alarming reports of violence com ng out of the country have pronpted a nunber of

prom nent human rights organi zati ons from Europe and the United States to undertake fact-

finding mssions to uncover its causes and possible solutions. In late March of this year
, a five-

person del egati on fromthe Genevwbased International Conmi ssion of Jurists spent two week

s in

South Africa assessing the violence and the factors which contribute to it. In a press st

at enent

rel eased at the end of its visit, the ICJ concluded that it "is clear that it would not b

e possible to

hold free and fair elections on a one-person, one-vote basis today in the parts of South

Africa we

have visited. . . .It is our viewthat . . . (Chief Gatshal Buthelezi carried a heavy res
ponsibility for

the escal ation of violence. . . .lHoweverl, the AN C had resorted to nore violence Irecen
tly, but,1

in the absence of the effective enforcenent of the laws, Iretaliation by the ANCl is perh
aps

inevitable."1
Ammesty International sent a delegation to South Africa at the end of 1991. In an address
to the United Nations Conmi ssion on Human Rights in January, Amesty concl uded t hat
"despite | President De Klerk'sl public conmitnment to investigate vigorously all allegatio
ns of
unl awful activity of the security forces, (Amestyl continues to receive numerous reports
of
security force involvenent in torture, extrajudicial executions and other human rights vi
ol ati ons
which result neither in the suspension of the security force nenbers inplicated nor their
prosecution. . . . Unless and until the government takes adequate steps to denonstrate pu
blicly and
unequi vocal ly that all nenbers of the security forces who are involved directly or indire
ctly in .
human rights violations will be brought to justice, the current climate of fear, frustr
ation and
1 Washi ngton Post, March 29, 1992.



high loss of life will continue."2

In February, the New York-based Africa Fund sent a representative to conduct an

i nvestigation on the violence. Shortly thereafter, the Africa Fund | aunched a "Stop Apart
heid's

Vi ol ence" canpai gn designed to put pressure on the South African governnent to use its re
sour ces

to bring an end to the violence and to put pressure on the U S. government to: 1) hold Pr
esi dent

KW de Klerk responsible for the violence, and 2) term nate all governnent funding to the
| nkat ha Freedom Party, the organization that is widely believed to be the chief instigato
r of the

vi ol ence.

The U.S. State Departrment, in its nost recent report to Congress on human rights
practices in South Africa, notes doeumented evidence of police bias and inaction. In refe
rence to

an incident occurring in May, 1991, the report notes: "Inlews video footage showed nen wa
| ki ng

past police vehicles, and the police driving by twi ce without taking action. At |east 24
wer e

killed." The report also observes: "Idlcspite many charges of abuse by | awyers and human
rights

activists, few security officials were suspended or prosecuted in 1991." 3

In addition, the staff of the Southern Africa Project of the Lawers’ Committee for Cvi
Ri ghts Under Law has undertaken an investigation into the violence. Lawers’ Committee st
af f

spent the Frrst two weeks of March in South Africa collecting docunentation on the violen
ce and

conducting a series of interviews with hunman rights nonitors, w tnesses, Field workers, a
nd peace

activists. Menbers of the South African Police were also interviewed. The findings fromt
hat

m ssion are outlined bel ow

I. The statistics on political violence are staggering.

" On average, 10 people are killed each day in political violence.

" 437 people were killed in the nmonth of March 1992 al one; 898

were injured. On average, 45 nore people are currently being

killed each month than died each nmonth | ast year. The 1992

nmont hly average for injuries has increased by 176.

" Wile security force repression is continuing, it appears to have gone

underground. Deaths attributed to security force actions have

declined (from 323 in 1990 to 100 in 1991), but, professiona

assassi nations of political activists carried out by facel ess gunnmen

have tripled. Sixty political activists (all ANC) were killed in

1991 conpared to 21 in 1990.

2 Oal statenent by Amesty International the 48th Session of the United Nations

Conmi ssi on on Human Ri ghts, January 31, 1992.

3United States Departnent of State, Country Report on South Africa for 1991, rel eased
February 7, 1992.
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1. There are nunerous credible allegations that security force personnel have actively
participated in attacks on township residents, incited violence and managed the viol ence
with

a denonstrable bias in favor of the Inkatha Freedom Party. The follow ng exanples are
representative of the pattern of police bias that has energed.

" In April, a judge of the Suprene Court found a white police

captain and 5 black junior officers guilty of nurdering 11 bl ack

vill agers whom they mstakenly identified as ANC synpat hi zcrs

in Trust Feed, a small settlenment near Pietermaritzburg, Natal. 4

At trial, the prosecution charged that the nen found guilty had

pl anned the attack as part of a conspiracy with Inkatha to drive out

the United Denocratic Front, :1 now defunct political organization

strongly aligned with the ANC, out of Natal. In his decision, the

j udge condemed police attenpts to conceal their involvenent.

" Residents of Esikhawini (Northern Natal) reported that on

February 16, 13 busl oads of Inkatha nenbers were aided by

menbers of the KwaZulu Police, the South African Police and the

Sout h African Defence Force in an attack on township residents

where 1)police failed to disarmlnkatha; 2)police instead disarnmed

the victinms of the attacks thereby, pre-enpting self-defense;

3)Police assaulted and arrested victinms; 4)H gh ranking police

officials failed to respond to calls fromthe victins for assistance.

" On February 24, nenbers of the KwaZulu Police allegedly

stopped a vehicle occupied by a health worker and his assistant.

They called on | nkatha nmenbers to conme and attack the vehicle.

The | nkat ha nenbers responded to the call by shooting the two

men and setting the vehicle on Fire. Both nen were killed in” the

attack.

I'1l. The government has failed to i npose an effective ban on dangerous weapons.

" Menbers of Inkatha have been pernitted to carry spears, axes and

fighting sticks in public as "cultural synbols." They have been used

often in attacks in townshi ps and on commuter train which have

resulted in deaths or serious injuries. In August 1991, President de

Kl erk anended a | aw prohibiting the carrying of dangerous

weapons to exenpt those who carried the weapons in accordance

with "Zulu" custom The followi ng nonth, the death rate rose to

274, the second highest nonthly death rate for 1991

4The white captain has been sentenced to death. However, the death penalty in South
Africa has been suspended until an interimgovernment is in place.
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At the cerenonial signing of the National Peace Accord in

Sept ember 1991, President dc Kl erk defended the right of Inkatha
menbers who had gat hered by the thousands outside the hotel to
carry cultural weapons to the event. During the signing, |nkatha
nmenbers brandi shed their weapons in a nenacing fashion. One

person was killed and three injured in an attack involving cultura
_ weapons after the signing.

0 I'n February 1992, President de Klerk finally responded to pressures
to ban cul tural weapons by issuing a proclamation which bans
"dangerous" weapons only at political neetings. However, the
largely ineffective rule gives w de discretion to police to

det ermi ne whether a weapon is "dangerous" or whether a neeting is
"political".

I V. The government has failed to protect key w tnesses prepared to testify against
a or

the security forces.

0 On March 22, a staff menber of the South African Council of
Churches, Saul Tsotetsi, was killed by a hand grenade expl osi on
just two days before he was scheduled to testify before the

Col dst one Conmi ssi on.

" I'n August of 1991, an inportant witness in the inquest into the
assassination in February 1991 of Chief WMl abunzi ma Maphamnul o,

an ANC-synpathetic traditional |eader, was killed the day before
the i nquest was schedul ed to begin

0 In March, Moongeni Khumal o, a former menmber of I|nkatha who

has given testinony before the Gol dstone Comm ssi on regarding

gover nrent sponsorship of hit squads told the staff attorney of the
Southern Africa Project of the Lawers’ Commttee that he was not
recei ving governnment protection, notw thstanding the fact that he
has been threatened with death repeatedly.

| nkat h



" In Septenber 1990, the editorial staff of "The Natal Wtness,"

observed: "The sinple fact is that witnesses do not testify because

they are terrified of the consequences of doing so, and do not trust

the ability, and in sonme cases the will, of the police to protect

them It is this failure to protect that is the fundanental cause of

the breakdown of the adm nistration of justice." 5

V. Allegations of police failure to conduct proper investigations into attacks on victins
not

affiliated with I nkatha are al so nunerous. The following is a particularly telling

illustration of this phenonenon.

" On February 8th, a group of Anerican business professionals were

present during the assassination of ANC-affiliated peace activi st

S khunbuzu | Moat hal Ngwenya in Pietermaritzburg. In a press

statement, the group alleged that the "numerous w tnesses present at

the scene were never interviewed by police. The area was not

cordoned of f to conduct a search for evidence. W observed sone

police joking and | aughing at the scene." 5 The judge's decision in

the Trust Feed case simlarly denounced the Pieternaritzburg

police, calling them"inconpetent or not interested." Such

assessments are borne out by the Pietermaritzburg police force’'s

cal l ous response to the Anericans’ statenment in the Ngwenya case.

A high level police official condemed their observations as

"inaccurate" and urged that their statement be treated "with the

contenpt it deserves." 7

" In a report issued by the Joint Wrking Conmittee of Nata

(JWO), it is alleged that weapons issued by the KwaZul u

government are often found in the possession of I|nkatha nmenbers. 3

5Natal Wtness, Septenber 1990.

6The Natal Wtness, February 10, 1992. It should be noted here that the "nunerous

wi t nesses" referred to in this statement were not actually eyew tnesses to the assassi nat

ion. The

group of Americans were still inside the restaurant, where Ngwenya had joined themfor d

nner,

when the assassination occurred. They di scovered Ngwenya outside the restaurant only afte

r shots

were heard and the assassins had erd.

7 The Natal Wtness, February 11, 1992.

3The Joint Wrking Commttee ONC) was forned in 1988 through the coordinated

efforts of the Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) and the now defunct United

Denocratic Front (UDF). The genesis of the JWC was triggered by a peace accord introduced

in the Pieternaritzburg region. Since the resources of Cosatu and UDF were insufficient t

0
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According to the report, on the rare occasions that such weapons are

confiscated by police, "the (weaponsl are speedily returned to

owners wi thout any ballistic tests being carried out in order to

ascertai n whether these weapons have been used in any acts of

political violence. Opponents of I|nkatha whose weapons have been

confiscates Isicl have in every case had to wait until ballistic tests

have been carried out before their weapons axe returned." 9 3

VI. Despite death threats, several former nenbers of the security forces, |nkatha and
I nkat ha-affiliated gangs have gone public with adm ssions of their own invol verent, under
government orders or sponsorship, in assassinations of antiapartheid activists and in eff
orts

to destabilize life in the townships through violence and intimdation

" Johannes Dirk Coetzee, a former captain in the South African

Security Police, confessed to heading an official police hit squad

during the 1980s. Al so, based on information provided by

Coet zee, the Rand Suprene Court found in July 1991 that the chief

of the South African Police forensics unit, General Lothar

Neet hl i ng, personally distributed poison to South African Police

agents to be used to assassinate ANC | eaders. Despite such

incrimnating evidence, the forensic officer naned, still renains at

his post. Coetzee has fled to Europe.

' Jacques van der Merwe, a former nenber of Civil Co-operation

Bureau (CCB), a now di sbanded branch of the mlitary heavily

involved in hit squad activity, reported that he took part in the

1989 assassi nation of four people in Nanibia and was offered a job

by a South African Police Colonel to be an assassin in Natal as

recently as June, 1991. Wen asked what kind of work he was asked

to do, M. van der Merwe responded, "the usual - killing." 10 M.

van der Merwe left the CCB in 1990 and has not resurfaced since he

made his clainms in July 1991. In March 1990 a hi gh ranking

official in the CCB admitted that the South African government

spent R28 million on CCB operations annually (approxi mtely

U S $10 mllion).

" Felix Ndinmene, fornmerly an arny sergeant with the 5th

address adequately, issues arising out of the peace accord, a separate structure designed
to serve

this function exclusively, was needed. The JWC was therefore forned as an i ndependent, no
n-

parti san body dedicated to issues related to peace and conmunity stabilization

9Report of the Joint Wrking Committee on "Cbstacles to the Peace Process in Natal" at
p. 7 Much 26, 1992.

10 The Independent, July 23, 1991



Reconnai ssance Commando (the elite troops of South Africa’s
"special forces"), clains that the unit was involved in hit squad
attacks on comruter trains, particularly one in Septenber 1990 in
which 26 people were killed. As recently as July 1991, he

mai ntai ned that junior officers in the security forces were stil
operating under instructions fromsenior officers to regard nmenbers
of the ANC as "the eneny." He further alleges that the "tota

onsl aught” strategy openly inplemented to repress bl ack
insurrection in the past, is still in effect underground. He is
believed to have fled to his native Mzanbi que.

" Henry Martin and Adriaan Maritz, former nenbers of the right

wi ng Afrikaner group Orde Boerevolk (OB), revealed in

Noverber 1991 that assassi nati ons of ANC nenbers by OB

operatives were linked to State agencies. They maintain that al
their actions were carried out on the orders of government security
forces. They also clainmed that the South African Defense Force

gave | nkatha 10,000 AK47 and R4 assault rifles. In Decenber, it

was reported that the two nen fled to Great Britain after they were
rel eased on bail after being jailed on charges of murder and
attenpted nurder.

" Sipho Madl ala, was a hit squad operative who clainms to have been
hired by the security police to participate in the assassination of a
Chi ef Maphamul o. The chief was killed by a hit squad in February
1991. Madlala testified that a police warrant officer in
Pietermaritzburg, Natal called himand three others to the police
station there, showed them a picture of Maphanmul o and instructed
themto "elimnate him" According to Madl ala, "he told us that
Ithe chieH was a danger to the governnent and that he had a bad

i nfl uence on the general public."” 11 According to Madlala, he did
not take part in the killings. However, he has confessed to other
assassi nations on behal f of the police. The judge hearing the
Maphanul o case concluded recently that Madlala s testinmony was
false. In his decision, the judge stressed the need to protect the
i mage of the security forces agai nst danmagi ng accusati ons.

" M. A A fornmer nenber of a township gang called the Bl ack

Cats, notorious for its brutal attacks on township residents, testified
anonymously as M. A before the CGol dstone Conmi ssion that

Bl ack Cat nenbers were recruited by Inkatha and taken to the

Mkuze training canp in 1990, the year that the AN C was unbanned.
He clains that while at the canp he saw cl ear evidence that the
canp was sponsored by the South African governnent. At the

canp, recruits received "physical training, drilling, lectures in
11 The I ndependent, Septenber 9, 1991
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politics and such skills as how to abduct people or rescue our

friends if attacked by the enemy."12 He reported that he was

personal |y present when a white Warrant Officer instructed a group

of Black Cats to attack the offices of hunman rights | awer Steve

Ngwenya. The oEi ce was then burned down. M. A is in hiding.

0 Moongeni Khumal o, a former Inkatha Youth Brigade officia

testified before the Gol dstone Conmission that in 1986 the

Mlitary Intelligence Unit of the South African security forces paid

the sal ari es of Inkatha personnel whomthey trained to become

assassins at a renote canp outside South Africa. He has

specifically nanmed individuals responsible for murders of ANC

activists. He maintains that these assassins are still in operation

He told the staff attorney of the Southern Africa Project of the

Lawers’ Committee, in a personal interview, that on the night of

the interview he had spotted two of the assassins who had apparently

been following him M. Khunmal o, who has received several death

threats, is still in South Africa, relying primarily on his attorneys

for protection.

" Nico Basson, a fornmer menber of the security forces clains that he

was part of a covert South African government schene call ed

"Qperation Agree" which sought to destabilize SWAPO, the

government’s chief opponent in Nami bia during the 1989 el ections

there. He claimed that de Klerk, who at the time was a menber of

the cabinet, was briefed in detail about the plan on a daily basis

and that Operation Agree was nerely a "dress rehearsal" for what

was to come during the process in South Africa. M. Basson is now

in private life in Johannesburg.

For obvi ous reasons, none of the clains have been vigorously investigated by the police.

Therefore, several of these allegations have been rejected by courts, comm ssions of inqu
iry or

attorneys general. For instance, last nonth the judge who conducted the inquest into the
Maphanul o assassi nati on concluded that Madlala' s testinony was false and, as is often the
case,

was content to conclude that the chief was killed "by unknown persons.” 13 Wen the key w
itness in

the Maphamul o case was assassinated just prior his schedul ed testinony, the judge display

ed only

passi ng concern.

And just | ast year, Natal Attorney General Mke Inber, ruled that there would be no
prosecutions in connection with the death of hunman rights |awer, Giffiths Menge,

not wi t hst andi ng confessions by Dirk Coetzee and two other acconplices that they were invo
| ved

in his assassination. Al three were able to provide accurate descriptions of Menge's as

sassi nation

12 The Weekly Mail, February 7-13, 1992.

13 March 16 report of the South African Broadcasting Conpany.
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not generally known by the public.

In addition, an earlier conmm ssion of inquiry into allegations of government death squads
chaired by Justice Louis Harns, found sufficient evidence to recomrend several prosecutio
ns.

The Harms Conmi ssion concluded that the "actions of the CCB have contani nated the whol e

security armof the State. Their conduct before and during the Comm ssion creates suspic
ons

that they have been involved in nore crinmes of violence than the evidence shows.
, to

date, the attorney general has refused to act on the Harns Conm ssion’s findings.
The failure on the part of governmental comm ssions of inquiry into the violence to eithe
r

produce substantive findings or exert influence on the enforcenent branch to act on the f
i ndi ngs

that are made, lead many to the conclusion that their sole raison d etrc is to | end crede
nce to

government clains of sincerity. Governnent agencies everywhere are typically reluctant to
undert ake vi gorous investigations of thenselves.

Thus without the intervention of truly independent investigators, charges of security for
ce

i nvol venment in assassinations and township violence will be neither confidently rejected
nor fully

substantiated and acted upon. If these charges are true, then failure to investigate them
will nean

that the current violence will continue unchecked and will likely escalate as the tine fo
r

denocratic el ections nears.

However



