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Cl TATI ON FOR THE AWARD OF AN HONORARY

- DOCTORATE BY THE

UNI VERSI TY OF THE WESTERN CAPE

GOVAN ARCHI BALD MVUMYELWA MBEK

Chancel | or

| have the honour to present for the degree of Doc:or

Phi | osophi ae (Honori s Causa) Govan Archibald Myumyel wa

Moeki .

|

The University of the Wstern Cape provides tertiary
education mainly to black South Africans. It is an academ c
institution commandi ng national and international respect for
its distinctive adherence to education in a context of
transformati on. The Senate and Council of the university have
clearly declared itself against apartheid and comitted the
institution to the educational service of particularly the
oppressed and di sadvant aged people of South Africa, while the
university seeks to establish itself as an "intellectual hone
of the Left".

The Iife and caree; of CGovan Miyeki, in signal degree, reflect
these aspects of UWANC itself. Born in the classically colonia
setting of the Transkei, excelling in school and university
education achi eved by few black South Africans of his
generation, he devoted his intellectual, noral and politica
capacities to the achi evenent of a nore just, equitable,

rati onal and humane society. As teacher, author, journalist,
el ected office-holder and | eader he led a public life that
contributed significantly to the forces of opposition in an
increasingly racist and authoritarian South Africa.

For these activities Govan Mieki was variously detained,

banned, put under house arrest, and - in 1964 - sentenced to
l[ife inmprisonnent. In Novenber 1987, after serving 23.years
.on Robben Island, he was released; only to be served - in

Decenmber of the sane year - with severe restriction orders
whi ch have been lifted only two weeks ago. In his politica
activities, Govan Moeki is representative of a generation of

| eadership - together with Xuma, Mndela, Sisulu, Luthuli and
Fi scheri - that. profoundly shaped non-racial opposition to
segregation and apartheid in the 19405, 19505 -and early
19605. At the sanme tine - as commentator, analyst, reporter
and historian - he attained distinction and authogity as

t hi nker and theori st.
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"His first published work, Transkei in the Making, appeared in
1939. H's was one of the guiding mnds behind the historic
"African dainms" of 1943. Some of the npbst trenchant
journalismof the 19405 and 19505 flowed fromhis prolific
pen. A remrarkabl e study published in 1964 under the title
The Peasants’ Revolt, and reissued in 1987, remains a quarter
of a century later the indi spensable starting point for
academ c enquiry into the Pondol and uprising of 1960/61.

Per haps nore than any other |eading South African politician,
CGovan Moeki experienced and refl ected the tensions and

conpl exities of both urban and rural life. He worked in
Johannesburg, Durban and Port Elizabeth - but al so devoted
enornous energies to the Transkei and rural eastern Cape.
Theoretically, he insisted to an unusual degree upon the
potential inportance of rural nobilisation and struggle;
practically, he has been recognised for the salience of his
contribution to urban organisation in Port Elizabeth. The
conbi nati on of these spheres remains unique in South African
history. In any list of intellectuals of the South African
Left, the name of Govan Moeki nust occupy3 a prom nent

posi tion.

Bet ween 1937 and 1960 Govan Mieki worked mainly as teacher
and newspaper editor, with a shorter spell as nanger of a
cooperative store. He taught at secondary schools and at
Adans College in Natal. From 1939 to 1944 he was editor of
Territorial Magazine, and Port Elizabeth editor of New Age
from 1955 to 1960.
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In his active public |ife spanning decades, he held nany

of fices and served in various capacities. In 1943 he was a
menber of the drafting committee of the docunent African
Clains in South Africa and in 1955 served on the joint
conmttee of the Congress Alliance organi sing the "Congress
of the People" where the Freedom Charter was adopted. In 1956
he was el ected National Chairman of the .African Nationa
Congress; in 1960 |l ed the ANC del egation at the Conference of
African Leaders; and in 1963 becanme a nmenber of the Hi gh
Conmand of Unkontho we Sizwe. In 1969 Govan Moeki was awar ded
I sit hwal andwe, the hi ghest decoration of the African Nationa
Congress. ’

The renmarkabl e conbi nati on of activismand intellectua
achievenent in the life and work of Govan Moeki has al ready
been recogni sed by institutions of tertiary education. He was
the first menber of the governing council of his alma mater
Fort Hare to be el ected by ex-graduates of that university,
and was subsequently el ected as President of its al umi

organi sation. In 1978 he was awarded an honorary doctorate by
the University of Amsterdam - and the same university has
establ i shed the Govan Mieki Fund (for research into South
Africa) in recognition of his contribgtion to critica

t hought .
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CGovan Moeki’ s personal dedication to university study spans
decades. After graduating as a Bachelor of Arts and a D pl oma
of Education at Fort Hare in the 19305, he studied for and
was awarded a University of South Africa Bachel or of
Econonmics in 1940; during incarceration on Robben |sland he
was awar ded an Honours degree in Economnics and al so achi eved
non-degree credits in other subjects (including Afrikaans).
Born in the year that the Union of South Africa was created,
Govan Moeki is now in his eightieth year. Today he speaks
across generations and enjoys the adnmiration of mllions of
South Africans. His adult life has exenplified intellect
harnessed to action, practice informed by theory. The

Uni versity of the Western Cape was parented by apart heid,
grew up in opposition to apartheid and announced its maturity
by a "rejection of the politico-ideological grounds on which
it was established". By awardi ng vaan Moeki this honorary
doctorate, the University of the Western Cape simultaneously
cel ebrates the emi nence of a remarkable South African and
attests to its own ideals and vision.

Chancellor, it is my privilege to ask you to confer the
degree of Doctor Phil osophiae (Honoris Causa) on Govan

Archi bal d Mrunyel wa Moeki

WEDNESDAY 29 NOVEMBER 1989



