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Interview with Gybrgy Szabb, General Secretary of WFDY

THINKING AND ACTING
COMMITTED TO THE WILL OF THE MAJORITY

Perhaps the first question should not he put
toyou. as the decision about yourassignment
to the post of the General Secretary of
WFDY was not taken byyou, ’Ihc prewous
change in this post was made at the I{(' Meet-
ingofWIDY in Havana in 1984. What were
the conditions which led the Communist
Youth Union of Hungary (KISZ) to
nominate a new representative some months
before the EC Meeting in Kiev?

~ In my opinion personal changes do
not necessarily have to be connected
with constitutional events of the
Federation The tasks presently facing
WFDY make it essential to carry out
these changes flexibly.
One factor which contributed to this

decision, of course, was the promotion
of Vilmos Cserveny, the previous
general secretary, in mid-September to
a responsible post in the Hungarian
diplomatic corps.
Another factor which influenced the

decision and underlines the importance
ofthe forthcomingEC was that the time
required for the preparatory process of
the EC had to be considered. And as
the remaining period seemed to be
enough for a new general secretary to
get involved in the preparation of the
EC meeting, my organization was able
to take the responsibility of carrying out
this change.

In connection with personal changes
I’d like to mention that the standard of
the work ofthe Bureau members great-
ly determines the relations inside the
Federation and at the same time the
way it isjudged from outside, one could
say, its image.

It is widely known that Hungary has decided
to carry out significant social and economic
reforms in the course of building socialism.
I'd like to know whether the new repre-
sentative 0f KISZ has ieceived his mandate
accordingly Will the implementation of the
decisions on the renewal of WIDY. adopted
at the last Assembly in Budapest. be ac-
celerated?

— Concerning the connection between
the reforms in Hungary and my new
function, I think the dynamic ilitical
life existing in my country and t e fresh
ideas emerging from our society will
help me a lot. Like many of my com-
patriots, I will try to see the world as it
is, and seek to find solutions, even
original ones, ifthey are needed to solve
our problems.
My organization, the CYU o f  

Hungary, is trying to gain a greater role
in the shaping of policy and ofsoeialism
in the country. This intention requires
the thorough renewal of its programme
and organization. True, in the course of
such changes one has to make great ef-
forts and sometimes there are failures,
too, on the way. So we have experiences
(both good and bad) in the field of in-
novation. I think these can help mywork
in WFDY as well.
We have to follow the different new

developments in the world in a way that
is differenf from before, that is, more
flexibly, otherwise we may lose the
chance to influence the outcome of the
events.

I consider that one ofmy most impor-
tant tasks is to increase the feeling of
responsibility and commitment to the
present and future of our organization,
to achieve an attitude in which the
readiness to give dominates in the rela-
tion towards WFDY.
WFDY exists for the member or-

ganizations and this means that their
demands determine our programme
and tasks. That is why, as general
secretary, I would like to serve the
realization of the common Will of the
member organizations because in my
View this post means a commitment to
the will of the majority.
As to my mandate, its most important

part is precisely as it was put in your
question: to contribute to the im—
plementation of the decisions of the
Budapest Assembly which are still
timely and are the guidelines for our fur—
ther development.

I would really like to help in this but
all I can hope is that my effortswill result
in the acceleration of this process be-
cause basically it depends on the mem-
ber organizations.

(‘an one say about WIDY that it is a world
federation of youth"? Shouldn‘t one rather
say world federation of the leaders of
youth"?

— No, one shouldn‘t. ()ur constitution.
programme and objectives correspond
to the interests of youth. In addition to
the safeguarding of peace and of the
basic human values, to solidaiity, we pay
special attention to the uestions con-
cerning the rights of you , too.

But we cannot be satisfied because
our programme does not deal with all

. the vital concerns ofyoung people. We
  

these problems whichmust identify
they face in their everyday lives, which
they think they cannot solve without
help, and incorporate them into our
programme. It would make our or-
gamzation much more attractive.

I could put your question in another
way, too: whether WFDY is really a
’world’ federation and my answer
would be positive in this case aswell and
not only because of the more than 300
member organizations we have the
world over but because in our pro-
gramme problems of youth in every
region of the world are included.
But I must add here, too, that the in-

terests of the youth of the developing
countries need further support, they
should be reflected to a greater extent
both in our documents and in our
everyday activities.
Ofcourse, there is a problem, that the

events organized byWFDY uite often
are the gatherings of the lea rs 0f the
youth movement, but if the leaders
properly represent the interests of the
members of their organizations this
question cannot arise.

Naturally. in the future we ought to
put more emphasis in our policy on
prodding opportunities for more and
more young people to meet and get 1n
touch with each other.

Someone who has been delegated to a posi-
non by an organization naturally has to rep—

resent its policies But this does not mean. of
course. that there is no scope for personal
ideas in the course of the work What were

your personal objectives when you took up

your work in WFDY?

- One mustn’t be afraid of new or un—
accustomed or even surprising solu.
tions. That’s why I consider it most 1m—
ortant to be open to new ideas and to
e ready for continuous development

and renewal. ,
But first, as any new initiative requires

a thorou grasp ofthe situation, I’d like
to get y acquainted with the opera—
tion of the Federation. Facing reality
can often be painful when one does not
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get what one expects, but it will not
change my approach
I think as general seeretaryI must take

into account the interests of the com-
munity in accordance with mypersonal
beliefs. These beliefs are based on the
conviction that the pro essive youth of
the world need a muc more modern
world federation than WFDY is at
present. So in practice in trying to help
develop and renew our Federation I
represent the position of my organiza—
tion at the same time.

What role can the EC Meeting in Kievplay in
the pmces of the renewal? By the way. don‘t
you think we attach too much significance to
the constitutional events? Even if the docu-
mentsadopted are good and theyare adopted
unanimously, if the participants —and here let
me mention once more my preoccupation
about the world federation of the ‘leaders of
youth‘— return home and there is no change
in the work of the member organizations it
means WFDY is not changing, just the con-
tent of the papers.

— Constitutional events have a central
role in the decision—making process of
democratic organizations and from this
point of view it cannot be said that we
overestimate their significance, on the
contrary. they do not have as much
priority in our work as they should have!

The second part of the question is
linked with the old practice that a
decision is made somewhere ’at the top’
and all that remains is to execute it ’right
down the line’. WFDY was not created
for thls purpose. That’swhy it would not
be correct to seek the reasons for our
shortcomings among the ways and
means of execution The real solution
could be a new kind of relationship
among the member organizations. We
have to strengthen the bases of a system
mwhichthe initiatives ofthemember or-
ganizations are assisted and supported,
perhaps, to use a new term ’inter-
nationalized’. In return they could do
more for the popularization of the
Federation during their work.
I’m sure that many ofus will think over

at homewhatweheard andexperienced
during the EC. I’m convinced that this
Kiev meeting will be a real exchange of
thoughts, facingreality, characterizedby
frankness and by the courage of young
politic1ans. And if this proves to be the
case, .then the Executive Committee
Meeting in Kiev will be one of the most
significant events in the history of
WFDY.

We are witnessingthe improvement ofthe in-
ternational atmosphere, of the Sow'et—L'S
relations, the increasing role of the UN in the
settlement of different regional conflicts.

Interview with Gybrgy Szabb, General Secretary of WFDY

How far can these phenomena increase the
scope of action of our Federation? What
changes dowe have to make in the pursuit of
ourpolicies amidst these newdevelopments?
Because it has been quite clearly established
and decided that we have to. but how? Are
there any concrete ideas?

— The increasing role ofthe UN in solv-
ing the different conflicts ofthe world is
a favourable process.
The more active role ofthe UN has in-

creased our scope of action too, I think,
because it has demonstrated that the
world needs the activities of the dif-
ferent intemational structures. The
deepening global problems and the
demand for solving them together sup—
poses and needs the existence of such
organizations.

In this situation there are new pos-
sflailities for our work. For example in
the field ofeooperation with other inter-
national and regional youth organiza-
tions. The basis for it, beside our sig—
nificant results in this field, is the realiza-
tion of the fact that the young people of
the world because of their age, their
common problems, their place in
society are more connected to each
other than they are dixided by their dif-
fering ideologies.
It could be our common responsibility

to work for a future, that is, a youth—
oriented society, in which no decision
which mi t bring short-term results
but could ring more harm on the long
run can be taken .
So I think the possibilities exist. How

we can make use of these opportunities
now depends on us, on WFDY. The
most important task is to find and to
define exactly the youth related aspects
of the tremendous problems of todaYs
world. Our scope for action could real-
ly be increased if we strengthened our
work as a youth organization The in—
terests and ideas ofyoungpeople eanbe
promoted and represented most effec-
tively and consistently by youth or-
ganizations and I believe this is the path
WFDY has to follow.

[referred to the LN in the previousquestion;
let me dosoagain. We have heardmanytimes
that the United Nations is facing financial
problems. How about WFDY? Usually we
are tactfully silent about this problem: apart
from troubling financial reports to ECs and
Assemblies there is no mention of it in public.
But let me put this question: What is the
financial situation of WFDY? Won‘t the
broader scope for political actions be
restricted because of diminishing funds?

— This contradiction is unfortunately al-
ready a problem of the present. Only a

handful of the member organizations
pay the membership fee and if we con-
sider that as an average it represents
some hundreds of US dollars per year
per organimtion, I think, this gives some
idea of our (and their) difficulties.

This is a Vicious circle. The member
organizations are paying increasing at-
tention to how their eflorts, their finan-
cial contributions, with which theywant
to help the activity ofthe Federation, are
utilized But on the other hand without
sufficient material means the Federa-
tion cannot respond appropriately to
the justified demands, that is, to give
concrete, tangible help in the noble
ideal of solidarity.

Finally one more question, under the pretext

ofa similarity rather than a parallel. The pre-

vious general secretary also began to work in

WTDY one year before a Festival: what do
you expect from the next World Festival of
Youth and Students?

— Undoubtedly, the Festival will be an
outstanding event of next year. The ex-
pectations are very high. Personally, I’d
like the Festival to confirm the need for
the youth ofthe world to come together
and have an open conversation about
their tasks and cooperation. I expect
that the spirit of the discussions, the
readiness for action and eolourfulness
Characterising the Festival will be
similar to the preVious ones. The basis
for my confidence is the advancement
of the preparations. The hosts have
done and are doing tremendous work
to ensure favourable political and tech-
nical conditions for our youth gathering.

Additionalléthere is a great need for
a discussion a ut the future of the fes-

tival movement itself and with this a
process of reflection about the prepara-
tion and organization of the festivals
could begin.
As before, it is ofgreat significance for

the participants to be able to get ac-
uainted with the life and the youth of

t e host country. This can further en—
rich the experiences of the festival
movement and at the same time it can
be valuable for the hosts, as welL

I consider it very important that the
venue will direct the attention of the
participants to the situation ofthe Asian
continent and to the aetiVities of the
Asian youth organizations.

It will be of particular importance that
the participants will have the chance to
get to know the situation on the Korean
peninsula and learn about the efforts for
the reunification of Korea.

Tibor Udvarhelyi
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Chile

On October 5th, the Chilean people
said "No" to Pinochet. The dictator’s
ambition of remaining in power till
1997 as president of the republic
came up against the rejection of al—
most 56 per cent of the 7.4 million
Chileans who had registered 10 vote
Although the victory ofthe "No" in the
plebiscite does not mean that denim
cracy has been restored to the mutiny,
it does mean the beginning of a dif-
ficult period of transition towards
democracy; the first step towards the
reopening of the "broad promenades
along which the free man will walk"
as was foretold by Salvador Allende.
Our editor, Bemd Grassler, was in
Santiago 011 October 5th. Here are his
flrst-hand impressians of that day.

 

Santiago, October 5. - it is a sunny spring
morning. On Compafiia street where my
hotel is located something usual is missing -
the noise of traffic which is constant on work-
ing days. I look out the window and notice
people in Sunday dresses making their way
to a school which is located on the same
street. A women‘s polling station has been
set up there - men and women still vote
separately in Chile.
While lwait for C., a comrade from the “Jota”,
the Communist Youth, they start broadcast-
ing from the polls on TV. On Channel 13, the
Catholic University Channel‘ there are some
shots of the National Stadium. Even at these
early hours, there are already long queues
waiting for the polls to open

I remember now the photos of the same
stadium fifteen years ago: men behind wire
fences, awaiting an uncertain fate. some of
them caught by the camera. maybe for the
last time in their lives, before disappearing
forever.
These memories arouse emotions which are
not in tune with what is going to take place
today in Chile: a plebiscite - the most ancient
form of democratic expression. The plebi—
scite has been convened bythe same regime
that in 1973 overthrew the democratically
elected president and government of Chile
that ”bathed democracy in blood“ (as
Pinochet himself recognized) and that has
governed with dictatorial force since then.
The explanation given by the opposition for

its participation in this unique action is valid:
within the context of a dictatorship you must
make full use of any space you can get to fur-
ther the struggle for democracy. But, in this

case, is the space enough? Can the eleC»
torate overcome the fear instilled in it by the
repression? Can it discern the real intention
of the official propaganda aimed at making

people afraid of the possible chaos the ”N0"

"N0" DAY
victory would bring? Vihll the propaganda
space and the measures for the supervision

of the plebiscite that have been won from the
government be sufficient, including the
presence of hundreds or’ foreign observers?
And. finally. will the government acknowv

ledge the victory of the “No“ if it happens as
has been predicted by all serious inde-
pendent surveys? There are quite afew ques-

tions here.
C. arrives and I notice he is full of optimism
He tells me Radio Cooperative had begun
that day's broadcasts at midnight with the
songs "Pronto venoeremos“ (Soon we will
overcome) and “Cambia. todo cambia" (it
changes everything changes). and that this
radio station was the most popular in San-
tiago as well as the closest to the opposition‘s
policies.

As we walked through the central part of the
city on our way towards the press centre of
the “No Command" we encountered only a
few men in uniforms. Of course. the majority
of the 24000 soldiers and "carabineros"
(police) deployed through the capital city
were concentrated in the popular neighbour-
hoods and slums.

it is not until we approach O'Higgins Avenue
that we start noticing a lot of men in uniforms
On this Avenue one of the main traffic arteries
of Santiago, are concentrated many of
today‘s key places: the National Institute,
where the authorities of the regime will vote;
the headquarters and press centre of the "No
Command", an entity which groups 16 op-
position parties: the ”Ubertador“ Hotel. where
the United Left and Communist Party are
trying to hold their press conferences. and the
government headquarters in the “Diego Por-
tales“ Building where there is an ultra-
modern press centre from whteh they expect
to disseminate the news of the “Yes“ victory
no matter what

 
   

By pure chance and a little bit of journalist’s
luck, we passed by the National lnstitutejust

as they are expecting here the man who, 30
oording to the official propaganda, has suff-

cient conditions for being not only the "sole

candidate" but the ”No, 1 elector" too: Augus-
to Pinochet Ugane.

it is 10:50 when the presidential caravan ar-

rives The bodyguards jump off their cars to

open the way for the dictator through a group

LET HIM HONOUR HIS
WORDS!

The Chilean people were elated
after Pinochet’s defeat at the polls
andwere quite amused at the pubh—
cation of an answer he had given a
few months before during an inter-
view. It was spotted by a journahst
who was reviewing the original pub-
lication of the interview in the
November 19, 1987, issue of "QUE
PASA" magazine. The reporter’s
question and the general’s answer
were the following:
Q.: Mr. President, have you ever

considered the possibility of a NO
victory in the Plebiscite?
A.: Whatcan Isay?1thinkthis would
be like the case of a man whqse
fiiends, wife and chilahen told hzm
fitat hispetfomzance as afriend hus-
band andfather had been the worst
andthat they didnot wanthim. What
has this man left? What can he do but
pack his bags wzd leave... " .
Chileans are now waiting for lnm to
honour his words. 
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services)
Consumption of:
wheat
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Housing deficit
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meet the minimum level of nutritional re-
quirements, according to international
standards

     

  
     

      
   

   

   

 

    
   

    

    

   
  

 

  

 

of journalists and a few dozen followers
Some applause and sporadic cries of ”Chile-
Pinochet" are heard when the greying
general dressed in a civilian suit, and trying
to appear like the "father of the people”, turns
towards the TV cameras. He gives the im-
pression of confidence in his victory. Could
it be true that the actual results of the manipu-
lated surveys have been hidden from him?
Could it be that Pinochet is not only the “sole
candidate" and the "Not 1 elector" but also the
first victim of his own triumphant propagan-
da?

it seems an irony of history that the same
Pinochetwho during a decade and a half has,
by means of violence and intrigue, defeated
all attempts to overthrow him, is now in
dangerottalling into atrap set by himself with
the boundless arrogance of power?

At 11:30 am. we are at the modest press
centre of the "No Command": the first press
release given at 11 am. reported that there
had been a massive turn-out in all polling sta-
tions. Patricio Aylwin, spokesman of the
"Command" and leader of the Christian
Democratic Party (PDC), denies the charge
that the opposition was responsible for the
blackouts that affected broad areas of Chile
last night. "The "No“ supporters are not
responsible for the blackouts that have 00
curred in the last few days. The real culprits
are trying to frighten the people because they
themselves fear the results of the electoral
act..."

The leader of the Communist Party, José
Sanfuentes, is even more outspoken on the
situation during a press conference which
took place a little later in the nearby "Liber-
tador" Hotel, saying: "The blackouts have
been caused by the regime itself, there is no
doubt about it, just as it is responsible for the
apocryphal false edition of the newspaper "El

PINOCHET’S "ECONOMIC MIRACLE"
On the basis of two positive - but isolated - indicators of the Chilean economy, i.e.

growth of exports, the official propaganda
refers boisterously to the "economic miracle". A miracle which does not really exist,
as is demonstrated by the following data on the basis of various well-known serious

   

    
   

   

   

  

  
   

  

1970
4.4%

9 billions

100%
100%
100%
6%
17%

100%

25%

100%

100%
100%
100%
100%
100%

563,000 houses

17%

The No, 1 elector arrives

 

1987
2.6%

20 billions

76%
64%
74%
13%
36%
85%

40%

92%

84%
84%
89%
81%
79%

1.1 million houses

47%
   

  

Siglo”, and the distorted information dissemi-
nated throughout these days about the posi-
tionsofthe communists and otheropposition
forces".
The CP press conference has been called

at short notice by word of mouth. This was a
security measure. because the communists
are still the favourite target of the repressive
forces. Just the other night, the regime
detained two officials of the CP under the
pretext of carrying out subversive activity -
this happened by "mere chance" on the eve
of the 5th and just on time to report about it
in one of the main TV news programs.
.José Sanfuentes reaffirms that the Com-
munist Party - the strongest left-wing party .  

is ready to place all its influence at the service
and defense of the “No" victory. Although the
CP does not belong to the "No Command" -
some members of the “Command" believed
the CP’s "people‘s rebellion” policy envisag-
ing the use of violence did not comply with
their requirements - it maintains permanent
contact with the “Command".
After the press conference was over. we
made a brief tour of the central part ofthe city.
Nowhere could we find the "riots" reported by
the official propaganda. The soldiers in front
of School No. 1 on Compafiia Street were
bored and doing nothing, except to help an
elderly person find the right electoral roll or
aid someone who had fainted because of the
long hours standing in queue in the sun to
vote. The only thing we could observe was
that Chileans were voting in an exemplary
manner, they were “re-encountering their
democratic traditions” as was pointed out by
many different politicians. Following the
recommendations of the opposition, the
majority of the voters returned home as soon
as they cast theirvote. This was done with the
aim of torestalling any incidents or provoca-
tions.
What is discussed among the opposition in
these few moments of peace is the question
of how to react in the case the government an-
nounces the first results, manipulated in
favour of the YES, 'and their followers come
out to celebrate 'their victory‘ in the streets.
There is the rumour that the Christian
Democrats are in favour of staying home no
matter what, while the communists advocate
an early joyful celebration by the “No” sup-
porters because there is no doubtthat the "No“
will win
The nearer the closing time for the polling

stations draws, the greater the tension The
"carabineros“ make themselves visible.
Around 5 pm we went with a few friends to
the working class neighbourhood of San
Miguel to observe the counting of the votes
there. Although the guards at the polling sta—
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Chile

tion - sailors dressed in elegant blue uniforms

- were astonished by my GDR passport. they
let us in after searching my photographic
equipment.

Here at the parish school of San Miguel

more than seven thousand persons have

voted‘ Some of the electoral roles have

closed aftereoncludingtheirghourschedule
Under the strict control of the representatives
of the different parties the votes are counted
The presence of representatives from the dit-

ferent parties here was one of the precondi-
tions of the opposition for participation in the
plebiscite. There are representatives of the
opposition today at all the polling stations tn
of the country, performing a very difficult task
considering the harassment and abuse they
may be subjected to by some local otticrals of
the regimes Moreover, because according to
Article 8 of the Constitution. all MarXist parties
are prohibited. onlythe three parties of the op-
position considered legal can carry out this
task: the PDC. the Humanist Party and the
Party for Democracy. The latter party was set
up by oentre-left forces to participate in this
plebiscite. Its leader is the charismatic
socialist, Ricardo Lagos. The network of rep-
resentatives is the "source from which the
"No Command“ receives data for its inde»
pendent count

There can be little doubt that in San Miguel
the voting will be quite favourable to the ”No“
% we leave the polling station we notice the
voting is in favour of the "No“, 18 to 10, But
San Miguel is well known to be left wing. How
would it be in other parts?
When we returned to the centre we heard the
first results compiled by Radio Cooperativa
The trend is clear‘ the “‘No is gaining head~
way.  

One of the soca/led popular actions carried out by General Pinochet
before the plebiscite, aimed at getting more votes and improving his
image abroad, was the signing of the UN and OAS Covenants against
the use of torture. The following letter was written by a Chilean politi-
cal prisoner as a response to Pinochet's action. The letter was
published in the October 10 issue of "Cauce" Magazine and in many
other Chilean publications.

LETTER TO MY TORTURER

(icncml Pinochet has Just ratified mth his signature the United Nations and OAS Covenants
against the use of torture
lhis means. in practice that there WI“ he no more tonunng in Chile. A question therefore co-
mes to my mind: What WI” happen to my tonurer'.’ The guy who was beating me. threatening to
kill me and applying, electricity to my h(xjy a year ago Today — at least in theory— he sees his way
(ti lite in danger. tcrmr and death. conditions inherent to his life and work are denied to him
hy this paper.

Will you be able to continue Imng WlIhOul the heart-rending try. the pain of another. the bur-
ncd tlcsh‘f Perhaps the burden of normal behaViour is too much to bear. Perhaps you will re-
nttunt‘C your fomtcr "stimulating work" and With the frutt of all you stole from mine and many
other people‘s homes you can start a secunty htmncss. and thus contribute to the development
of free enterprises.
But at the end lilhlng's do not work out as well as they should.you can always resort to the FEM
or the POJII. even the PIN“), t1)

After \tinistcr Buchi‘s statement that (.hilc could expon ideas. I thought of suggesting this line
ol'work toyou. but I believe it would be an uniruttful effort.
liut. do you kntrw'.’ l have the impression you mll never really be mthout aiob as longas the dic—
tatorship exists. You will continue in your field. because in spite of the wonderful reality the re-
gime is trying to present. little has changed. and nothing mil really change with a plebiscite that
is essentially anti-democratic and was C(JnCCIVCd. structured and controlled hyyourchiefs. Asyou
said uhilc tonunng me: "this is a war between us and the 'Manuel Rodn'guez' Patriotic Front."
Maybe you are more realistic more dramatically realistic than \ast sectors 0fthe opposition who
believe we are at the threshold of democracy.
(icncral Pinochet has said “there can he no democracywithout Justice”. and it is precisely be-
cause ot‘ this that I believe he mll never leave power. I do not know where you are now. but Ijust
wanted you to 1mm“ that there is a beautiful Nicaraguan song in Which the VlC‘Iim tells his tortu-
rer. ‘My pcmmal vengeance Will be your children’s right to schools and flowers.“ I'? I do not know
how tossing.“ TITO Tricot

Sociologist and Political Prisoner

Hi EmergenCy Veriei programs '0' aoempioyed

  

The inhabitants of '"La Victoria" neigh

noticed was the mur

   

At least80

  

VISIT TO THE MOSTFAMOUS NEIGHBOURHOOD IN SANTIAG0

"La Victoria" sang of victory
. bourhood celebrated

the Victory of the NO in the plebiscite until five in the morn—
ing of the following day. They held a veritable carnival on its
streets and avenues in which thousands of
neipateci. This is how Eduardo Valenci one of t e leaders of
the Santiago Urban Dwellers Movement, related it to me.
Asweapproached the area that afternoon, after a 15-minute
drive from the centralalpan of the city, the first thing that we

paintin . The clear and colourful
message they conveyed, even mm a distance, was that the
dictatorship could not expea to find a friend there.
The second impression which simply confirmed the first, was
caused by the names of their streets: Karl Marx, Man'ategui,
May Day, Lberty, Ramona Parra, Unidad Popular, just to
mention a few. It is no secret that the left-wing parties enjoy
great support and sympathyamong the peoplewho live here.

per cent of the electorate in "La Victoria" voted
agmst Pinochet, estimates Eduardo, who welcomed us at
' Victoria" cultural centre. It is a modest house which
belongs to the church. The bullet holes on the walls show that
not even this house was left untouched by the police raids,
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especially during the protest days of 1985 and 1986, when "La
Victoria" became famous for its fighting spirit.
"We have always had good relations with the priests who
havecome here toshowwith deeds theirdecision tosidewith
the poor on behalf of the church," Eduardo explains. Later
on he points out to us the house where the French priest was
assassmated last year.
What is the situation of the ordin citizen in the midst of
Pinochet’s "economic miracle" whi is cited even by some
foreign newspapers? "Ihe only miracle here is howwe and
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In the narrow hall of the press centre of the

"No" at 240 O‘Higgins Avenue, the journalists
gather, because their professional instinct
tells them that this evening‘s news centre is
not in the government‘s majestic press hall,

located directly on the other side of the street.
but right here. Manyjournalists carry as ldo,
two cards in the same plastic holder: one is-
sued by DINACOS. the government office,

and another by the ”No Command" marked
with a very visible ”No'. This is a detail which
illustrates a situation that seems somewhat
schizophrenic because during these days in
Chile you sometimes feel as though were in
two different countries: the "Yes" country and
the ”"No country.

In the midst of growing expectation some-
body suddenly turns up the sound on the TV
set. it is 7:30 pm. Vlfith a delay of more than
an hour an ahalf. the government announces
its first count. The figures come from 79 poll-
ing stations which seem to have been very
well chosen. While information is flowing in
from everywhere reporting the advance ofthe
"No" this result based on less than 1 per cent

of the votes gives a very curious lead of three
thousand votes to the "Yes".
The journalists here shake their heads in-
credulously at the news and whistle sporadi-
cally at it. Of course, on the one hand, this is
whatwas expected, but on the other, it is real-
ly incredible to see the insolent way the
government tries to fool the whole country,
notto mention the foreign observers andjour-
nalists.
The question now is what is going to hap-
pen? Are the "Yes" supporters going out into
the streets to celebrate "their victory“? The
most surprising thing is that according to our
observations, nothing is about to happen in
the streets. There seems to be only one ex-

Chile

 

planation: even the "Yes" supporters are not
convinced by the figures presented by the

government, considering that almost all radio

stations are constantly reporting the informa-

tion received from their correspondents in all
the polling stations of the country saying that
the vote counts place the "No" ahead.

All those present feel that a reply from the

opposition is reQuired The "Command"
Secretary‘s announcement that the oppo-
sition‘s count will not be given until 9 pm is

greeted with a storm of whistles, So the

"Command", which wanted to present its first
results on the basis of half a million votes
counted, decides to bring forward its an-
nouncement and presents it on the basis of
200,000 votes. 587 peroentforthe ”No", 41.3
per cent for the ”Yes“. The joy among the
journalists who sympathize with the ”“No is

tremendous. But at the same time there are

manyquestions. ‘Mll there be two results, the

government‘s and the opposition‘s’? Then

what? Rumours are recalled about a pos-

sible "self-coup" carried out by the regime

which would have unforeseeable conse-

quences forthe whole country. it is clear now

that a lot depends on the regime’s internal

struggles taking place behind closed doors.

A real indication of these internal struggles is

the continued silence of the government.

The second result was announced for 8:30

pm, and it is half an hour overdue now. For

the first time, it seems to me to be worth visit—

ing the government press centre which is

only 50 metres from here.

I take advantage of my official card and

enter the ”Diego Portales“ building. The

place was built during Allende‘s government

our children are able to survive at all day after day," replies
Eduardo.
There is 70 per cent unemployment in "La Viaoria" if we
consider as employed those who participate in the infamous
Mlmmqm Employment Program (PEM) of the regime. In
compansori With the years before the military coup, the loss
of purchasing power has considerably reduced the con-
sumptionoffoodstuffs. "Although therewasa greatdemand
for goods in the "better” neighbourhoods some days before
the plebiscite due to the fear of chaos, there was no boom
like that here. But that was due more to the lack ofmoney
than to the level ofawareness," says Eduardo.
There are 6,400 families living in "LaVictoria" today. Many

ofthem 'eipate in what they call "common pots" or "col-
lecttve s 0 mg" to organize their food. For a while the
were even a le to give each child under seven a cup of mill:
daily thanks to solidarity aid from France. The 'ointly
manage and distribute the little they have. y 1 _
Another problem they have faced together are the evictions,
and the of power and water supplies that happens
whenpeople are unable to pay the bill. After the first evic-
tlohs m 1977/78, Committees for the Homeless were set up
which attraded the attention of public 0 inion with spec-
tacular actions, such as the burning of the ouses, blackouts
and pots-and-pans demonstrations, that forced the regime
to renegotiate the debt. The Urban Dwellers United "Coor-

dinadora"whichwascreated in 1975, distributed leafletswith
instruaions on how to "hook-up" 0n the power lines to get
electricity in spite ofthe cuts, and connect to the water sufpfi—
system as well. But the main objective, the cancelling o t e

debt, has not been achieved yet.
'We did not achieve the cancelling ofthe debt even on the

eve of the plebiscite when Pinochet was carrying out some
popular measures," Eduardo said with a certain irony.
Nevertheless, the urban dwellers movement has become a

form of exerting social as well as political pressure on the
regime. "We, urban dwellers, have taken part in all social

confrontations with the regime thathave taken place so far,"
said Eduardo with visible pride.
With the same determination the inhabitants of La Vic-

toria" op ose Pinochet today, they identify with the time of
the pop ar government ofSalvador Allende: Although the
Chilean in many cases adopts a critical attitude towards
those "L000 days of the Unidad P0pu]ar",~ focussmg on its

mistakes and irre "ties, the people of this areachenshed
it as the only time in their lives theywere treated With respect

and an attempt was made to incorporate into soaety these

people living on its fringes. _
The concrete structure ofabig hos ital onwhichworkbegan
during Allende’s government an was stopped immediate-

ly after the military coup stands in "La Victoria" as a monu-

ment to those times. 
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Chile

VIEWS EXPRESSED
BY PINOCHET
FOLLOWERS

"Today we have to choose between
good and evil. Eitherwe choosewhat
is good according to God‘s laws or
we chmse the Dewil, which is evil.

Admiral Tun'hio Merino,
ember ()flht’ Junta

"Communist Yankee"
What the "Yes" .s'up/mm’rxyelled at
the American Ambassador, Hany
Barnes, became oflti'x criticism of
a possible poxlp()/wnu'm 0f (/10

plebiscite.

"I believe what has been done for the
Chilean people has been as much as
was ever done before and the truth
is that there have been many un-
grateful people."

Mrs. Elda Fame! (10 Mutlltci,
Wi c omecrul Matthoi'

"I never thought this could happen,
utter my father and mother have
wholly dedicated fifteen years of
their lives to the most deprived
peoples"
Luca Pinochet.

tho dictumr's daughter 
to welcome thousands of delegates attend
ing an UNCTAD Conference it really has all
the conditions requrred for a victory celebra-
tions But at this time and place. there is no tri-
umphant spirit: instead. there are gloomy,
nerv0us and preoccupied faces among the
regime’s officials and apologetic journalists
it can be felt here too that the moment of truth
has finally arrived

In the almost empty press hall‘ the stars of
Chilean TV. that has shown only one face
during the whole day the “Yes“ face are
getting bored Many of the politICians sup-
porting Pinochet who have felt pleased
throughout the day making optimistic
forecasts from this same hall, have vanished
now ltisa‘tuneralatmospheie‘ thatwe have
here now, says a Chilean colleague and
friend of the daily Festin Mapocho In the
midst of all this the government 3 spokes-
man appears. two hours later to announce
the second result which still gives the lead to
the ”Yes". However, it has been conSideiab.
Iy narrowed.

My Chilean friend tells me that rumours
have been leaked about various iight-wmg
politicians, who supported the Yes‘fi and, as
it seems, haved declared their Willingness to
acknowledge the "No" victory which must
really be overwhelming. This information is
verified later when we return to the other press
centre. "our press oentre'i and we watch on

 

 

 
TV a discussion between the spokesman of
the "Command", Patricio Aylwin, and the
leader of the National Renewal Party, Onofre
Jarpa, on the future of the country Jarpa
repeated several times that he was discuss—
ing on the basis of an eventual victory of the
“No“, Everyone knows what this means:
Jarpa is the leader ofthe strongest of the eight
parties, Anyone who listened attentively to
what they were saying in the midst of all the
enthusiasm in the hall. probably noticed that
there is a certain understanding between Ayi-
Win and Jarpa regarding some things which
may have greater importance in the near fu-
ture

it is recognized that ‘What the country really
needs now is peace 1 which is contrary to any
sort of popular mobilization. it is also agreed
that the "nondemocratid torces have to be
excluded from future negotiations. and it is
not difficult to guess which forces this refers
to. Furthermore. although PatriCio Aytwin
now represents the PDC and not the "N0
Command‘fi many Chileans must feel ill at
ease with the great friendliness with which
these two politICians treated each other and
preCisely at this time But it is not the time for
meditation. Everything is happening now,
one thing right after the other At 10-30 pm
the Command" announces the most recent
count on the basis of 1,6 million votes 55 per
cent in favour of the ”'No A little later. in a
surprising manner Pinochet appears on TV
for the first time Since casting his vote. He
made a brief statement that made
everybody's hair bristle that he was seriously
conSidering the situation due to clashes be—  

tween civilians and the armed forces right in
the centre of the city, it is a dangerous mo-
ment. it is clear that the dictator is thinking of
resorting to already tested methods to give
the armythe pretext to move in However‘ this
evening it has no response.

At midnight the "Command" presents its

third result on the basis of 3 million votes, with
58 per cent in favour of the "No Considering
this clear trend. manyjournalists wentoutwith
the aim of carrying out a spontaneous

demonstration in the vicinity of the "Com-
mand" press centre but it is impeded by the

"carabineros“ who threaten to use water can-
nons and tear gas. A few minutes before 1

am . October 6th. comes the culmination of
this long night: the Head of the Air Force. Fer-

nando Matthei, arrives at La Moneda. where

he has been called by Pinochet tor a meeting.

and states before the TV cameras: "In my

opinion it seems the “No“ has really won; at

least. for me. this is quite clear." it is clear now

that the internal struggle within the regime on

this issue has been settled. it is not only Mat-

thei who is speaking at this moment. but the

majority of the followers of the regime who are

abandoning the sinking ship. Thus, when the

government officially acknowledges the via
tory of the “"No at 2 am” it is simply fulfilling
a formal duty. nothing else.
Meanwhile. demonstrations have already

begun in the streets expressing our joyi "Hap-

piness is coming" was the "”No campaign 8

slogan, that the regime tried to ridicule many

times. Now that happiness has finally come.

it is here. V ..
Bemd Orassler
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VIETNAM

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE OUGHT TO HAVE
AN OPPORTUNITY

This article ispart ofthe result ofa trip
made by WFDonumalistsfrom the
12th to the 30th September to Laos,
Vietnam andKampuchea. In the next
issue of World Youth we intend to
publish the othermaterials on the trip.

 

Interview with Menh

Thuy, first secretary of
the Ho Chi Minh CYU

in the district of

Poulo Kon Lon Island in
Ho Chi Minh City.

During breakfast Gabi and I were dis-
cussing theprogress ofour work in Vie -
nam. We already hada great quantity of
valuable material, the remit of the dif-
ferent meetings with students, workers,
youth activists and journalists, but we
both had one doubt. Did we really know
a young Vietnmnese person? What did
we lmow about their way of life outside
their working places and schools? We
didn ’t have clearansweis. So we decided
tofind one that same day. To open our
eyes andconduct a rathermotepersonal
interview. During the 120 km which
separate the disbict ofKon Lonfmm Ho
Chi Minh City, we taked‘ about what it
meanttous tobe in this cowztiyofhemes,
and we taJked about these heroes, who
ate such simple people, never speaking
about what they did during the liberation
war. During ourjourney througz the n'ce
paddies tmdthe sun—drenchedforest with
a temperature of 309C I thought about
the autumn we wouldfind on our retum
to Europe. And I recalled all the tenible
photos of bumt out houses, of children
running without clothes, escaping from
the bombs andthe bullets, Iremembered
the demonstrations of solidarity with
Vietnam, and the political songs of my
childhood started to sound softly as
though they had becomepart ofthe sun
reflected in flte ricepaddies.

In the offices oftheyouth tourist centre,
the scene ofa plate offruit that was ac-
companying us during all our visits and
meetings in Indochina and the typical
Vietnamesegreen tea were waitingfor us.
Theywelcomed us and we started the
itieetzng. I liked her appearance, a little
timid but expressing freshness and

 

 

confidence. Without consulting Gabi, I
began by expressing our interest in inter-
viewingherat the endofthe meeting. She
didn ’t answerand we stated to work
Diving the meeting we put the most

provicative questions wehadaskedin this
country. She answered precisely and
promptly; sometimes when we didn ’t un-
derstand she repeated the answels or
made them cleaner with examples. Often
she smiled and sometimes her face
showed concentration without disturb-
ing, evenfor a moment, herfi'eshness.
At the end ofthe meeting Irepeated our
request to make this interview. She
blushed and Iefiised but we didn’t ac-
cept. So she agreed to return at one
o ’clock in the m‘temoon asshehadsome—
thing to do.
She was vetypunctual and rescued us

from sweltering office to take us near the
beach andinvite us to coflee flzat was very
sweet and very cold. Ithink she didh ’t like
thepresence ofthe tape—recorderbut she
soon began to talk

W.Y.: We are interested in knowing
more about you, about your life, your
role as a young girl in Vietnamese
society, in the process ofthe building of
socialism. How long have you been
working with the Communist Youth
Union?
— I have been working for the cause of
the Communist Youth Union since I
was twelveyears old. Ofcourse Iwas got
an actual member of the Ho Chi Mmh

   ti
CYU;Iwas only active in the work This
means that I was working close to the
CYU but not as a member. We must
remember that at that time my
homelandwas engaged in the liberation
war and that’s why I joined the student
movement.

W.Y.:Whatwas the life ofa student like

during the time ofthe puppet regime in

South Vietnam?

— There were different types of stu-
dents. Some of them were from very
rich families with very good living con-
ditions, but the majorit were the
children of very poor f ' 'es. We had
to face manydifficulties duringour dally
life, which is why we very soon started
to take part in the activities in defence
of our country, for the liberation of our
country. I remember that at that timewe
had a very strong movement against the
militanzat'‘on of education, easFecially 1n
the university. We had two ternauves
before us; either we were forced to be-

come part of the puppet army or we

joined the revolutionary bases.

(Herapprehension hadpassedandit was

clear that she was nowmore in charge of

the situation and diving the tmnslation

sheofferedusmorecoflee andcigarettes. )

W.Y.: What was the most important

change in the life ofyoung people after

the total liberation ofVietnam? .

— I think the most important change IS
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VIETNAM

that now we can study and work in
peace and we now have a clear picture
ofthe future that lies ahead of us. Before
we knew nothing and the future was a
question that we preferred not to raise.
E; Whatwas the fundamental motiva-
tion that led you to join the Ho Chi
Minh CYU?
—IfI considerwhyit wasthat 1 dedicated
my life to the cause of the Ho Chi Minh
CYU, I must say that at that time I was
twelve years old and my country was
suffering because of the war. I myself
saw the loss of countless human lives;
people had nowhere to live, there were
many orphans and families couldn’t be
happy. I felt that I had to do something
to contribute to the happiness of my
people and that is why I began to take
part in the youth actiwties.
That was a period in which our society
was full ofinjustices. Many children had
to work to survive, some of them
cleaned shoes for the Americans,
others did far more difficult work and
in both cases it was quite common for
them to receive no payment at all. I
didn’t know anything about com—
munism or socialism but I saw that the
CYUwas courageously facing all the in-
justices of our society.
W.Y.: Could you describe one of your
normal working days? (She laughs at
the question )

— Oh, that’s a very difficult question.
For the aaivists ofthe CYU there are no
fixedworking hours. Ifyouwant I can tell
you my program for today.
Igot up at 5 o’clock in the morning, after
half an hour of exercises I prepared
breakfast for my family and at seven 1
was already in my office for a meeting
with the delegation of our district which
will take part in the Festival of Soviet-
Vretnamese Friendship. From eight till

f" y I .    

 

nine I had a meeting with the depart-
ment of the CYU which deals with the
schools and universities of the province,
because tomorrow I will have a meeting

with the Party Committee to discuss the
programs for the new school year. At
nine in the morning it was your turn_. Be-
cause the delegation of WFDY Jour—
nalists was late, ltook the opportunity to
meet the committee dealing with
pioneers and children. We are pre ar-
mg the State Festival for Childrenw eh
will take place at the middle of the
autumn.
At two in the aftemoon I’m going to

have a meeting with the Assoc1ation of
Young Scientists and Technicians ofthe
province.
E.: I would like to know what you do
during your free time. What kind of
music do you like? Where do you go to
amuse yourself in the evening?
- Well, I’m young cadre which means
that I have very little free time. But after
my working hours I like to go to the
pioneers’ club or to the youth club to
enjoy the programs. Sometimes I go to
the cinema, I also like to write articles
for the publications dedicated to youth
and sometimes I have to prepare my
program for the next day or for the next
week.
W.Y.: Did you finish your university
studies?
— I graduated from the University for
Youth Activities. I have also studied so-
cial sciences in the school of the Free
German Youth in the GDR.
E; What do you think about your role
asawoman in political life? Doyou have
any difficulties in political work? And
not only in your political life, but also in
your normal life in Vietnamese society?
— The biggest problem in relation to my
political life is not being able to meet the

demands of the young people of our
province, especially because of the lack
of time. I would like to have more time
to be far better acquainted with the
situation of youth, to visit their circles in
the city; I should like to knowclearlyand
concretely how they think and then I
could act correctly in my position.
E.: I was thinking more about your
situation as a woman.
— I must say that my family hardly af-
fects my political work at all. It is a small
family, onlymyhusband andI.Heisalso
a youth cadre and he fully understands
my responsibilities. When I don’t have a
lot of work I like to prepare special
meals, but in general we eat in a res-
taurant.

W.Y.: Does your husband help you with
the housework? Does he cook or clean
sometimes?
- Not only that, he also does the wash-
mg
W.Y.: Ifyou thinkabouttheworld,what
is the first idea that comes to your
mind?
The first concern that comesto mymind
is what to do to give everyone the pos-
sibility to have a happy life; the second —
a most terriblethmg—is myconcern over
the danger of a war.

We dn‘nk our third coffee, the tape—re-
corder is no longer tamed on and Ita-
ke out my camera after the first two
photos during our first meeting. We
are not speaking now as interviewer
and interviewee, but like simple

friends trying to know each other bet-
ter. She asks about the situation in our
countries, the stmgles of our youth
and about WFDY.
She tells us about the day when she
was imprisoned by the puppet army

and how she was able to take the 0p-

pon‘unity of a carelessness of her
guards to escape, adding: not all the
young people in my country had this
opportunity, most of them did not

survive these experiences. It IS my
wish that no young person from an
country should have to live throufz
such an experience, and if they .0,
then that they have the opportumty
that I did, not only to escape but al-
so to add something every day to the

victory obtained by their people.

She said good-bye to us and left on
her motorcycle just as a torrential

downpourbegan and a curtain ofram

made her seem almost illusoryfor us.

W.Y. = World Youth: Freddy Fernandez

E = Elan: Gabriele Bober
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NICARAGUA

THE HISTORICAL JUSTIFICATION OF
THE REVOLUTION IS STRENGTHENED

INTERVIEW W]THDONALD MENDEZ, SECRETARYOFINTERNA TIONAL
RELA TIONS OF THE ’ZQTHJULY" SANDINISTA YOUTH

Donald, how could we assess the
present developments in the life of
Nicaragua?

—The present situation is characterized
by the desperate attempts of the
Rea an Administration to end the
revo utlonary process in Nicaragua
before the conclusion ofhis presidential
term, that is on lst ofJanuary next year,
1989, when he has to hand over the
White House.
However, despite the fact that Reagan
has demonstrated his readiness to
negotiate certain situations of rnilit
tension in difierent parts of the worallcrlt
su_ch as the talks on the medium—range
missiles in Europe, all the peace
negotiations it has carried out With the
USSR, or the case of Angola where
talks have started to find away out ofthe
conflict in the region, we do not see the
same stand as far as the Sandinista
People’s Revolution is concerned He
Qerasts in pursuing a policy of destruc-
tion Reagan has staked his personal
prestige on the commitment to end his
term in office with a "settled bill" with
the Sandinista People’s Revolution At
all events, these eight years ofresistance
by the Niucaraguan people to the mer—
cenaryaggremon have taught us to per—
severe, to str e even in conditions of
techmcai and cialdjsadvantage. In
my opmlon, this has consolidated the
Nicaraguan people’s conviction and
feeling that it was due to the imperialist
presence in Nicaragua, the four US in-
terventions in Nicaragua, that a military
d1ctator_ship was installed to represent
the US mgrtlzéts. The effects ofthese 45
yeats on e icaxaguan le are the
factors which have taughpteoug that im-
perialism is the cause of our ills; these
eight years have confirmed the decision
0 the Nicaraguan people to defend
their revolution
In recent months, Reagan has devoted
nearly 740,0(p dollars to financing the
political parties acting in Nicaragua as
a cwilian counter-revolutionary front,
aswellastofinancingthedaily'la
P_rensa" which has served as mouth-
piece of the US embassy towards the

Nicaraguan population; it has also been
financing private broadcasts which
have played the same role as "La Pren-
sa" in the benefit ofthe policy of aggres-
sion of the USA; it has even been
financing the Catholic Church hierar-
chy in Nicaragua
For many years now, we have been
denouncing the fact that the CIA is
financing these sectors, but it is worth
mentioning that recently it was the
President ofthe Democratic majority in
the House of Representatives, Jim
Wright, who stated this to the domestic
and international media in the US.
Nowadays we see that the reaction is
having problems in justifying to the
Nicaraguan people its links with the
Central Intelligence Agency, which is
financing and organizing the counter-
revolutionarybands criminallymurder—
ing the Nicaraguan people. Naturally,
this means that the historical justifica-
tion of the Sandinista People’s Revolu-
tion is strengthened in our peace en-
deavours in the CentralAmerican area.

In view of the possibilities ofa change
in the US administration, how do you
think this will be reflected in

Nicaragua?

— I think that experience shows us that
it is always risky to try to forecast the in—
ternational policy of the United States,
especially because good sense is not a
characteristic feature ofthat country, so
anything can be expected from them. I
mean that it would be idle speculation
to try to make predictions in this
respea. But we do not have hopes that
any new administration in the USA,
whether Democratic or Republican,
will have a more realistic stance towards
the Central American region.
The basic differences between
Democrats and Republicans are dif‘
ferences of form. We think that in
eneral there is consensus on thwarting,

gy all possible means, the process or
progress of the Sandinista People’s
RevolutionWe think that whatever the
administration, it will have to under—
stand that the military solution is not a

feasible one in the case of Nicaragua
and that a negotiated solution must be
reached in the region.
When we speak of a negotiated solu-
tion, we mean that we are ready to dis-
cuss the US national secun'ty interests
in the area they claim are affectedbythe
Sandinista People’s Revolution, and
then to reach an understandingwith the
US on the independence, self—deter—
mination and sovereignty of the
Republic of Nicaragua. What I want to
say is that it is possble that we engage
in a frank, direct dialogue in which the
mutual interests are ensured. After all,
the Sandinista People’s Revolution
does not think that it is threatening any
US interest whatsoever.
But something that is not negotiable at
any time is the ability of the Nicaraguan
government to make its own decisions
and to decide as wellwho are its friends,
to define its policy and to decide to
strengthen the country’s con—
stitutionality in accordance with the will
of the Nicaraguan people. This is not a
matter of negotiation This is not to be
decided by any kind of pressure from
US imperialism
We expect that, in case ofthe victory of
a Democratic candidate, in the case of

a Democratic administration, new
paths will be opened in the US for
dialogue and understanding. If the new
US administration opts for the con—
tinuation and deepening of the war of
aggression, the Nicaraguan people will
also be prepared to resist its attacks and
to come out Victorious. Of course, with
the peoples’ international solidarity, on
which we have always been able to
count.

Let us look at things more specifiallly
from the youth angle: in your opinion,

to what extent does Nicaraguan youth

contribute to this strugle?

— I wouldn’t say that the Nicaraguan

youth contribute: they are the ones who
are wagin this struggle. Aaually,.84
per cent 0 the Nicaraguan population
IS under 39. This means that not onlythe
military defence but also the economic
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defence of the country, the social
projeas of the Revolution rest on the
shoulders of the Nicaraguan youth.
As a youth organization, the Sandinista
Youth is preparing itself to confront the
ideological war too which is expected in
the coming months. What is usually
called "a war of low intensity" by im-
perialism, is intended to undermine the
Nicaraguan economy, to make it col—
lapse and, by multiplying the social and
economic problems of the country, to
weaken the N1caraguan people‘s will.
That is, to starve us into surrender, to
subject us to hunger and poverty to
bring us to our knees.
This policy and this "war of low inten-
sity" are not having the ellcets emected
bythe US administration. This is shown
by the recent elections — just to give an
example — of the Secondary Students
Federation, where the candidate of the
Sandinista Youth for the National
Chairmanship of the Students Federa-
tion received 95 per cent of the votes.
leaving only 5 per cent for the coalition
of the right-wing political parties which
also aspired to that post.
For us, this, besides being symbolic, is
ofgreat litieal significance since these
youth 0 secondary schools are the ones
who go to the war front to defend the
People’s Revolution, even at the risk of
their lives.

In our National Assembly, to be held in
November, we are going to discuss the
work ofour organization in order to fur—
ther strengthen the participation of the
Nicaraguan youth in every task of the
revoluuonary process. We will submit a
short- and middle-term plan. In the
situation in our country it is not possible
to undertake Iong-term programs since
it is still very difficult — as I have just told
you — to redid what course develop-
ments ' take in the Central American
region, particularly in Niearagua.
In our National Assembly we will start
the discussion on what tasks the
Nicaraguan youth would have to carry
out in circumstances of peace, since we
have the hope and the etmlidence that
sooner or later we will win.

In this respect, especially in direct rela-
tion with your visit to WFDY head-
quarters, and in View of the approach-
ingWFDYEC meeting, what aspects of
this work are related to WFDY. par-
ticularly for next year?

—I think that WFDY’s responsibilityand
commitment-for strengthening the
capacity of re5tstance of the revolution-

 

 

ary and progressive youth in Central

America and particularly the
Nicaraguan youth, has to be determined
by the World Federation ofDemocratic
Youth itself.
It is not up to us to say what the respon-
sibility of WFDY is, but I can tell you
what our expectations are. We hope
that the world youth will be able to mul-
tiply their efforts for neutralim'ng the ef—
fects of the war of aggression in the
Central American region, to the same

extent as imperialism‘s investments for
destroying the Sandinista People’s
Revolution.

 

I have here important data which it is
worth analysing: the amount invested by
Re an in the war of aggression—which
hasafieen estimated at L56 billion dol-
lars — would be enough to pay the
Central American foreign debt in its en-
tirety. Or, at least 2,2“) develo ment
projects could be carried out, 840 ospi-
tals and 630 schools could be built in-
stead of destroying and killing,
On the other hand, the defence spend-
ing in 1981 ~ to take a year for reference
— amounted to 24.4 per cent of the
country’s budget, while in 1987 it
reached 463 per cent.
At present this proportion is even

highen over 50 per cent of the country’s
budget, which is equivale nt, at the same
time, to 32.1 per cent of the GNP of our
country, this means that a third ofall ser-
vices and goods production of the
country is going to the defence of the
Revolution.
This streategy and this war of attrition
imposed on us have really succeeded in
lowering the educational level we had
reached with the National Literacy
Campaign. Illitcracy has increased by
nearly 10 per cent in the period since the
Campaign in 1980. By the end of the

Cam aign we had succeeded in bring-
ing own illiteracy to 13 per cent, but
now it is practically 23 per cent. The
level of unemployment has increased as
well.
In the field of health programs dealing
with the complications of typical dis-
eases of Latin American children, and
therefore ofCentral American children
too, there has also been a deterioration
resulting from the economic and social
erosion caused by the war imposed on
us.
In these days ofexchange andwork with
the organizations that are represented
in the Bureau of WFDY, we have dis-
cussed and proposed a solidarity cam-
paign in the context of the Intemation~
a] Fund for Nicaraguan Children and
Youth, a Fund we are now launching
with the aim ofcountering the influence
of the war by financing some very im-
portant projects, articularly the
project we are now ' ing w1th the
WFDY Bureau, the campaign "Light-
ing for the students ofNicaragua" aimed
at re ' ing2,570 sehoolrooms, benefit-
ing 53:?of all students in urban areas.
The member organizations could be

involved in this campaign in different
ways. Some organizations ma con-
tribute with the material need rang—
ing from electric cables and switches to
lamps, that is, from the most basic tothe
more technical elements needed to
equip the sehoolroomswhich at present
are not used by the students due to the
lack of lighting, The students attending
evening courses are most affected by
this situation. More than half ofthe stu-
dents in Managua are attendingevening
courses; they are young workers who
are improving their general education
by participating, after their workmg
hours, in the educational programs
promoted by the Revolution in evemng
courses.
In this context I would like to int out
another important fact, name that by
the year 2000 42 per cent of the
country’s population will be under 14.
This means that Nicaragua will be a
country basically of children and
adolescents. It is therefore of Vital im-
ponance to train the present generation
in order to take in hand the economy

and the cultural and social development
of the country by that time. '
We hope that the EC will be able to dis—
cuss this proposal of ours and take 'a

positive decision, a militant one in this

sense, at its coming meeting to be held
in Kiev, USSR.

Hugo Teixeim
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REPORTS ON PEACE
AND DISARMAMENT
 

The session was opened with an introduction
byDirk Drijboms (IL'SY). Dirk did not intend
to give another overall review of the political
situation in the world. but rather to con-
centrate on some topics which could be con-
sidered important for the discussion in the
camp and the workshops. He said that the
recent peace events (Le. the International
Conference on Nuclear Weapon-free Zones
held in Berlin/GDR. the 7th END Convention
in Lund/Sweden) have shown that there is an
ongoing discussion on peace in Europe which
requires our attention.
Starting from our common desire to live in a

Europe which is totally free from all nuclear
weapons and other means of mass destruction
he mentioned three points which are impor-
tant for the further discussion. Firstly. he
underlined the importance of the INF agree-
ment. stressing that it must not be the end of
the disarmament process. but must be fol-
lowed up. Secondly he predicted that the
policy of dialogue will lead to a suspension of
confrontation. Thirdly he stressed that the dis—
armament process and the policy of dialogue
leadstoa reduction of regional conflicts. as can
already be observed in different regions of the
world. The ongoing process of changes in the
Sowet Union that has brought the question of
democracyto the centre ofpublic attention has
opened a discussion on the future of
democracy in Western Europe as well. The
eurttent discussionon the future role of Europe
in international relations has to be closely
linked with the struggle for a new concept of
defence which strives to move beyond the bloc
concept. It is in this light that the future of the
peace movements has to be discussed. par-
ticularly the question of the means the peace
movements can use to influence the govem-
tnents and exert further pressure for the con-
tinuation of the disarmament process When
discussing this. we have to be aware that
detente in Europe is inseparably linked with
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UNITED FRIENDS OF EUROPE
Summary of the Discussions

the further improvement of North-South rela-
tions. Cooperation cannot be seen solely from
an European angle but requires a wider ap-
proach. Finally he expre$ed the hope that the
discussion in the workshops would help us to
formulate in even more concrete form what
each of us can do for peace and disarmament
when returning home.
After Dirk‘s introduction Anne Lindh (LSU),
Thomas Brandner (DEMYC) and Vladimir
Frangiria (WFDY) made concrete proposals
for the content of the workshops. Since
everybody agreed with their proposals it was

decided to have theworkshops with the follow-
ing themes (working titles):

1. Military aspects of peace and disarma-

ment

2. Non—military aspects of peace and disar-

mament

3. Shape of our common European home.

WORKSHOP l

The working group dealt with different issues

related to disarmament. especiallythe elimina-
tion of strategic nuclear weapons. the SDI

programme. chemical and conventional

weapons. a global comprehensive nuclear test

ban. the concept of common security. the

prospects for the disarmament process. and so

on.
Participants underlined especially that due to

the rapid proliferation of nuclearweapons and

their growing sophistication. the danger of the

annihilation of mankind in a nuclear holocaust

has become very real. This fact proved that the

question of nuclear disarmament and the

elimination of nuclearweapons is of the utmost

importance for all people. peace movements.
political organizations governments. and so

on. It also became clear that substantial

progttss in the questions of nuclear disarma-

ment and the strengthening of security for all

cannot be made without breaking out of old

stereotypes in international relations and ap-

proaches towards these problems.

In this connection the panicipants stressed

that the conclusion and the ratification of the

INF Treaty was a reflection of a new approach

in this field and opened the way for further

steps in nuclear disarmament. It was pointed

out in the discussion that despite the fact that

only around four per cent of all nuclear

weapons will be eliminated by this treaty. it has

great significance from both the military and

political aspects for the achievement of aworld

without nuclear weapons.

In the context of continuation of the global

nuclear disarmament. questions of a 50%

reduction in strategic nuclearamts and realim-

tion of the SDI programme were tackled. The

majorityofthe participants underlined that the

two issues are deeplymterlinked. The realiza-

tion of the SDI programme. which in practice

cannot be subjected to any reliable verification

measures. would trigger a new round of the

technological arms race. transfering it into

space. and its offensive character would allow

one side to achieve first-strike capability and

break the existing strategic balance. It was also

pointed out that security wstems forall nations.
based on trust and cooperation. should replace

other military concepts. based on the logic of

militaty deterrence.

Great attention was paid duting the discus—

sions to the achievement of disarmament in

other fields. especially conventional and chemi-

cal weapons. It was underlined that in this

process the new approaches and political will

are of utmost imponance. In this regard the

participants supported the proposal to com-

pare the militatydoctrines ofWTO and NATO

with the aim of converting them to sewe solely

defensive purposes. It was also said that this

division is an artificial feature in the historical

development of Europe and that youth or-

ganizations should contribute actively to the

promotion of cooperation. the increase of

mutual confidence and trust. and the elimina-

tion of enemy images and the old way of

militan'st thinking.
"Hie prospects for disatmament in Europe

and different disarmament measures were dis-

cussed widely in the working group. The par-

ticipants stressed the necessity to proceed with

the negotiations on limitation of conventional

armament. especially to study and to eliminate

existing asymmetries in different types of

weapons. The majority of the participants un-

derlined the importance of different disarma-

ment and oonfidence-building measures in this

regard. such as the creation of nuclearweapon-

free corridors. chemical weapon-free zones.

zones of mutual cooperation and trust. and so

on. These measures have both military and

political significance. All militaty budgets must

be reduced in order to create funds for solving

all-European problems such as those of the en-

vitonment.

It was stressed by the participants that the role

of public opinion and especially the opinion of

youth in the struggle for peace and disarma-

ment is growing. In this context theypointed out

that the cooperation and different common or

parallel actions amongyoung people in Europe

should be developed (as examples. they dis-

cussed the Next Stop Nevada and the Olof

Palme March initiatives).

WORKSHOP 2

This workshop was attended by more than 50

panicipants from different political and non-

political national backgrounds It held a vety

lively discussion which stemmed from the

recognition that the discussion is not only

about disarmament or the absence of war. It

became clear that it is important to go into fur-

ther discussions and raise the question of the

link between disarmament and development

in the AEYSC activities.

M
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The participants pOinted out that this ques-
tion affects all countries and that there is a
direct connection between these two issues
There was only one participant who did not
agree with this point of view.
In this regard the transfer of matcnal. human
andscientific resources fmmmilitarytohuman
purposes was said to be very important al'
though it does not solve all the problems.
Mankind has two possibilities:

- either we continue with the arms race which
means increasing the danger of a nuclear
holocaust and aggravating all the 5008] and
economic problems:

- or we opt for the socio-economic develop-
ment for all nations on a just and global basis.
where people can decide upon their own inde-
pendent development.

In this regard. such questions as North-South
cooperation and the need for t he establish ment
of a new international economic order were
raised in different approaches. including ideas
for possible practical contributions to the solu-
tion ofboth specific and structural problems of
the developing countries, abandoning the
Euro-centrist approach but stressing the role
that they can play in this regard
The role ofyoung people and their political or-
ganizations in this field was st resscd too. and in
particular the solidarity between the Iiu ropean
youth and young people in need The role ofthe
FRAMEWORK for AIi‘t'S(f in this field was
discussed. and the idea of a so-callcd creativity
bank or a bank of practical ideas with regard to
future activities was raised.
All in all we had a constructive and useful dis-
cussion in this workshop and we are looking
forward to the next one

WORKSHOP 3

The participants discussed issues related to
the concept of Europe as a common home as
well as problems for cooperation on our con-
tinent. In the course ofspontaneous. frank and
constructive discussion. different approaches
to the idea in question were reflected. 'l‘he pur~
ticipants also presented different aspects of
the reasons forthe present dIVISlOl’IS in Iiuropc
(ideological, political. military. economic.
religious. cultural. historic. etc).
Despite different views and opinions. the par-
ticipants recognized the concept ot’ liumpc as
a common home. as an attractive. l‘ar-reaching
idea. the implementation of Mitch could lead
to positive results.
Expressing their deep concern over the

present situation in Iiumpc‘ they exchanged
opinions on both the obstacles and pos—
sibilities of further pmmotion ot' the idea of
cooperation. mutual understanding and trust.
Different views in this regaul were prtxsented
and dlSCU§cd.

Several participants stressed their convtction
that discussion on the issues of cooperation
and disarmament is inseparable and should he
followed in pragmatic terms by the pOIIIlL‘lElnh.
The participants discussed diffe rent proposals

on nuclear‘ chemical and conventional disarma-
ment in Iiuropc. recognizing their imponance
for the process of detente and cooperation.
Concrete ideas in this regard were presented by
the representatives of the different organiza-
tions.
With reference to the idea ol'the re-orientation

of military doctrines (non-ollensive Character
of armed forces. etc). the participants
presented different opinions on military ser-
vices

The participants urged the govemments to
spare noeflorts for development of many-sided
cooperation in Iiuropet They stressed the
necessity of such cooperation. particularly in

solw’ng problems faced by Iiuropean countries
(environmental. economic. etc). They ex-
pressed theiropinion that furtherdevelopment
ofyouth contacts will play a very important role

in European cooperation asawholelnthiscon-
text they stressed that the full introduction of
the lnterrail system could encourage progress
in this regard.

The participants underlined the importance of
bilateral and multilateral youth cooperation
both for education for peace and for further
promotion of confidence and understanding.

The participants in the meeting expressed their
willingness to continue the dialogue and ex-
change of Views and opinions during mass
events or thematical meetings organized within
the Framework of AEYSC.

(Recorded by WFDY)

 

Alfred Gusenbauet, President of Socialist
Youth of Austria, delivering his opening
speech

  

REPORTS ON THE EN-
VIRONMENT

  

WORKSHOP I

A lively discussion toolt place in the working
group focusing on intemational aspects ofthe
environmental issues and the cooperation
amongyouth and student organizations in this
field. 'Ihe participants agreed that emiron-  

mental problems, as part and parcel of the
gjobal problems. have no regard for either na-
tional or political borders. so joint efforts are
needed in protecting the environment. A
broad spectrum of environmental issues was
identified and discussed. including such
problems as energy. especially nuclear energy,
acid rains, water pollution. wastes, demog-
raphic trends. the increase of chemical sub-
stances in the atmosphere, changes in the
ozone layer. etc.

It was pointed out that environmental educa-
tion should be introduced at all levels, as well
as concrete measures and actions, such as
ecological brigades. eco-camps. bilateral and
multilateral seminars, eco-cruises, etc. The
problem of exchange of information and at-
periences was touched upon, as well as the
need to create an effective youth and student
network In this respect. the creation of the
special working group on the environment in
the Framework for AEYSC was regarded as a
positive step. The discussion also referred to
the intertwining of the global environmental
problems and development, pointing out that
one of the positive effects of stopping the arms
race could be the reehannelling of finances for
environmental protection. In this respect the
participants supported the idea of the creation
of an international environmental fund. Other
questions raided by the participants included
the fnee exchange of technologies for environ-
mental protection. the reduction ofenery use.
raising environmental consciousness. finding
concrete mechanisms for influencing the
decision-making bodies on environmental is-
sues. etc A lively discussion with a number of

pro and contra arguments on the use ofnuclear
energy took place too. The participants sup-

ported the idea that concrete treaties should
be signed between governments on environ-
mental problems.
A number of concrete examples of national

experiences in the work on the environmental
field were shared as well.
The participants agreed that the wide range of
problems concerning the environment should
be discussed in the future AEYSC events too.

WORKSHOP 3

The participants of the workshop con-
centrated their attention on a number of ideas
and proposals from the so-called 'Bruntland

report“: "Outcommon future"which is the first

more or less comprehensive study on the inter-

connection of development and the environ-

ment. None of the organizations disagreed
with the main points of the report. They con-
sider that the proper development of modern
society is impossible without preservation of

the environment in all fields. It was stressed
that the ecological situation is the most alann-
ing and critical in Europe. but that there are

also many problems in otherparts ofthe world.

The waste problem in particular was men-

tioned as an example of the incorrect approach

of certain European countries towards nature.

They stressed also that there is a clear need

for active work on "environment-safe" new

technology and promotion of the various
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REPORTS ON HUMAN
RIGHTS
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Framework Summer Event 1988, Dbbriach, Austria

POL]T1CAL PART]C]PATION

The group first discussed the relationship be-
tween human rights and political panimpation.
It was found that freedom of opinion plays an
important role in political partieipation.

Then a look was taken at the political struc-
ture and the influences of participation. 'Ihere
are certain perspectives for participation in
soln'ng the political problems within parlia-
ments, but there is still a lack of an adequate
mechanism and political structures within the
parliaments. and thus the effective exercise of
the human right to express a political will is
restricted. It was also mentioned that interest
in political elections has decreased. and in
order to raise the voting percentage it is neces-
sary to implement the human right to freedom
of opinion.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
RIGHTS

The group discussed how to increase the social
and economic welfare of citizens in European
societies.

All the participants agreed on these points:

In order to increase produetm'ty and to
guarantee the right of the citizens to express
themselves freely in any field (including the
economic field) the right to self-enterpnse
must be recognized within the legislation and
the $stem each country has chosen. At the
same time the governments and other social
bodies (trade unions. associations of buyers.
etc.) have the right and the duty to control and
plan the economic field. production and the
market in order to re-balance the differences
between advantaged and disadvantaged
Citizens. and to defend such priorities as: the
right of all citizens to see their practical needs

 

satisfied. but also the need fora propereduca-
tion to be independent from any kind of pres-
sure. to apply their knoMedge and carry out

their projects. to develop their personality in
fullr

Guarantees have to be provided for citizens
who are not able. for any reason, to take part
in the economic process. to make them able to
exercise their political and social rights and op-
portunities in the same way as other people

These could take the form of unemployment
benefits. assistance for students. and contribu-

tions to the information on new technologies.
Profit and productivity must not become the
sole or even the most important priority.

The opportunity of Citizens to exercise any
right . human. social. economic. political - is
only one aspect of the crucial point of
democracy, which is reaching the highest level
of participation and power-sharing among all
citizens A threat to any single right endangers
all the other rights and freedoms‘ and
democracy as a whole,

HUMAN RIGHTS FOR YOUNG
PEOPLE

It was agreed that the respective organiza-
tions within the AEYSC Framework should
unite theirefforts conceminghuman tights for
young people. Mention was made of such
rights as the tight to education. to ajob. etc. It
was suggested as an example that the
Framework could strive to contribute to the
creation ofa centre of academic rights/student
rights. It was proposed that the centre could
have the following four functions:

1. to formulate a common concept

2. to fo/low up the implementation
of academic rights

 
 

 

3. to work as a mechanism
through which common requests
could be voiced to governments
of the respective countries and to
the UN

4. to establish a network of
lawyers, who could give legal help
for those who are havingproblems
concerning human rights.

The importance of establishing similar
projects addressing the problems of other so-
cial groups within the younger generation was
emphasized as a possible i$ue for further
deliberations of the AEYSC Framework.

WORKSHOP 3

We had a constructive discussion and reached
consensus on the Helsinki Final Act and the
UN Charter as a list of the basic and social
human rights. However, there was difference
over such points as freedom of travel. phoning,
writing and reading, sufficient food, employ-
ment. the emancipation and equalization of
women and underprivileged social groups.
There was also consensus on the view, that cul-
ture and human rights are connected. It was
pointed out that human rights and social
abilities cannot be linded. The argument that
the Third World cannot afford democracy is
wrong. For example there was a bad social and
economic situation in France at the end ofthe
18th century. but they also had the fust free
election in 1792.

There was also discussion, in which different
points of view were expressed, on the self-
determination of states. especially as concerns
national security. Participants discussed the
oppression of national minorities; We dis-
cussed economic. cultural and political dis-
crimination against women. racist oppression.
especially apartheid in South Africa, and the
problems of several ethnic. cultural and
religious minorities.

What international organizations do about
such situations was an unanswered question; in
one group there was consensus that interna-
tional sanctions against certain states have no
economic effect. while the other group
renounced only boycotts and especially in

Europe. But there was consensus that such
forms of oppression violate human rights.

Finallywe agreed thatwe as young people have

the obligation to promote dialogue, as speak-
ing and discussing is the only way to ease the

political situation.

(Recorded by DEMYC and SNT)

(The quoted documents are not officially
adopted papers of the event, they are in-

terpretations of some panicipatingEOfga~
nizations - The ditor)
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