AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
NATIONAL WG "EN’S SECTION
PROGRAMME OF ACTION — 1987

PREAIABLE:

The Second ANC Women’s Conference, taking place in Luanda, People’s Republic of Angola,
on the 1 - 6 September, 1987 under the theme For Greater Unity and All-Round *
for the Seizure of Power’ takes great courage from the achievements scored by the stmgglmg
women and people of our country since the historic ANC: Y/omen’s Canerence held in Luartd'a

on September 10-14, 1981. ot

The 75th Anniversary of the ANC is charactensed by the rapidly developing struggle by HLE
our people for the destruction of the racist power, and seizure of power by the people The nast ke
six years were marked by heightened mass upsurges. In their varic us formations — workers, peasants, by
intellectuals and students, churches, trade unions — men, women and children have scored great
victories. The women of South Africa, in the face of racist atrocities, have stood in the forefront
of the struggle, in the rent and bus boycotts, in the massive and numerous strikes against low
wages and for better working conditions, in the struggle for better education for our children,
against forced removals and forced inéorporation into bantustans and influx control. The emer-
gence of the?\ FWC, SADWU, SAYCQ, SANSCO, COSATU have been a milestone m the
struggle for unity and united action agamst the regime.- | '

On the battlefield, our People’s Army, Umkhcmtﬂ we Slzwe, has struck serious blows at the
Botha-Malan economic and military machine, thus raising the armed struggle to new and sharper
heights. These actions are the base on which we will build up and intensify the armed struggle.

On the other hand, in an effort to suppress the rising tide of the revolution in our country,
the apartheid regime has stepped up pohce brutahty, detentions, deaths through torture in
detention, abductions and assassination of our compatriots, and the ruthless torture __and brain-
washing of our children.

The regime has increased harassment of nelgl*bourmg countries killine, maiming, torturning
innocent civilians and blackmailing of governments of the Front Llne States in an attempt to en-
force its political hegemony.
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Inside the country our rallying call must be the consohdatlon of the united action of all demo-

cratic women’s organisations at local and regional level. * e must strive for higher levels of organ-

isation, planning, mobilisation and discipline. But above all; UNITY IS CRUCIAL:

The Women’s Section must, through the aporopriate machmery, undertake the following tasks

inside the country: (B

§ Popularise the ANC and work tirelessly towards the recognition and acceptance of the ANC
as the only authentic representative of our people and the leader in the struggle aganst white
domination, national orpression and exploitation.

§ Forge links with patriotic and democratic women’s organisations in the common struggle
against the racist regime. |

§ Offer guidance and leadership to our women at all times in the day-to-day struggles of our
people.

§ Intensify th the rec;mltment of women into the ranks of "M.K.

§ EncouragQ vfr'g'men to co-ordinate their own activities as well as the activities of the commun-
ities around them and to take a more active part in the community struggles.
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The most urgent carnpaxgns to‘tmé“hndertaken are :
1. Forced removals to the bantustans,uresettleznent camps and other human dumping grounds.
2. The urgent campaign te save the ﬂves of’ the 30 South African combatants now awmtmg -

execution. ditg Y1 st ' ' EAES A S TR T
3. The campaign for the: umo,ndttlonal release of all political prisoners. A R Uletinings
4. The campaign agamst t,he use of D epo Provera as a contraceptive against our people must be (A R
intensified. . RGN G5 g e
5. The campaign agamst the continuous increases in rent, services, transport fares and all food - 3
pnces b .-’-f.-'.-’w 4
6. The mtensﬂcatlon of the campaign to expose racist South Africa’ aggression against the

Front Line States and to call for natlonal and international support for the people of these
| countnes. =AY
7. To campalgn for the hberatlon of women from all forms of ormresmon
8. The mtensnfy '&he Save, the Chxl&repJ eampzugns both natlenally and internationally.
9. To launch:a ggmpalgm for the right to family life. Aot
10. To launih: a»&ampalgn a\ﬂfamst the: c;gntmuous and increasing deaths in the. mules e

11. To raise'the polltlcal const'ﬁousness o w'emen and draw more and more mte the democratic
) .

women’s organisations. ' < e wd o T e _.
12, To ensure the regmnal uiuty of demoeratlc women 'S orgamsatlons w1t‘1 the zum of umtmg--
them at a natlonal level: oo £ ' o Wy

13. To mobilise more women werkers to join democratlc trade vnions, partlc:lpate n thelr leader-
ship and work to develop the progressive trade umen movement. L
14. To intensify the conscious moblhsatlen of rural wumen into the struggle. Priority to be given
to the fight against ali forms of mass. forced removals to the bautustans ,re,settlement camps .,

and other human dumpmg grounds. it S T Ry Y £
15. To intensify anﬁyfascmt propagandﬁ bath inside and outside the countr'y“ using: a]l tﬁfe‘?lang-f fzy ,
uages of our people. . _' Fr P T,
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16. To actively eontnbute matenully and otherwwe to the development of educational deveIOp--- b, Dy

, ment and self-help projects of wonen 1N both the urban and rural areas. - W

17. To orgaruse women to support and eontnbute tc-the, st,ruggles ef the unemployed youth and

" i all those who, by virtue of the regime’s educational *mhcy, fmd themselwep out of school '

-.-¢i‘ l f:ri-
Ly In m&t‘kmg the 15th Annwersary of the fonnatlm of ,gre ANC we envlst.ge embex‘kmgsen the |
R followmg activities: B T il
To prepare and publlclse a history of the struggle of worpen of our eountry g wp s f .

2 To -highlight the militant struggles of women of our country against the: ramst ané eelemal-
regime with a view of educatmg our young wonen mlhtants and to denve from thew exper-

...ld- -t - 'l....

iences variqus tactics of the struggle. A A v
o e produce hoeklets SthkBl'S nosters, cartobns etc portraymg t’ﬁ?e lsttruggle of the “women
= of South-Africa. . : 3 e} - ek,
4. To launch a national antl—-ID document campalgn, mtb speclal emphams on influx control.-
laws and their nnpllcatlon on ‘the lives of women. This will be used as a ﬁfﬁfmg campalgn:-;, A3

“-\]‘{‘3‘* 2

for all women’s orgamsatlons inside thé-country. -« foc i e L T

5. To continue publishing anthologies of poetry and short stories by ANC wo’hen il e
6. To prepare anthologies by women for children. Also to record narrations and puBhsh them
7. To prepare an anthology of poems and short stories about the children and by the children.

The anthology must be accompanied by paintings and drawings by children.




. | . W R L ;I-
» .- - 1‘0: ot bl - s & “!-‘ri

8 To educate women in South Africa and the world on the violation of children’s ﬁghts which

are enshrined in the UN Charter on the Rights of the Chiid.

9. To carry out research to expose to the world, through films, press and other medla the

system of child labour in South Africa anc to expose the existence of the so-called nature
tramning camps.

10. To organise a fund-raising concert by internationally renowned performing artists in soli-

darity with women under apartheid.

INTERNATIONAL:

On the international scene we must intensify our efforts for the total isolation of racist South

M%M - :
Africa. We have to intensify in moblising for the implementation of /gomprehe sive sanctions
against the apartheid regime. '

Conference commends the governments in the Scandinavian countries that have legislated for

sanctions. Conference commends all African states which have adhered to the call for sanctions
and urees those remaining to follow suit.

1.
7 &

To campaign for the impositicn of comprehensive sanctions against South Africa.

The Women'’s Section must intensify the campaign for the stay of execution of the 30 com-
rades, including a woman trade unionists, Theresa “amashomola, and condemns in the
strongest terms the executions on August 31 of Comradss Janties and Milies.

That feedback in the form of circulars should be sent to women ’s units as briefings on inter-
national women’s conferences. Further, women from inside the country to be included as
delegates to international conferences.

The Women'’s Section and the movement as 2 whole should sunport the proposed internation-
al conference on terrorism motivated by the Soviet Union. Women necessarily to be part of
the delegation to this and similar conferences

Women’s Section should ensure membership of the newly formed *Women for a l4eaningful
Summit’ constituted during the Reykjavek summit.

“fovement to consciously ensure inclusion of women in diplomatic training courses and en-
courage their deployment as Chief Representatives be-neressed. Training of comrades should
include interpreters in different languages.

Women’s Section must and with urgency strengthen links with women in the Front Line
States.
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