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POLI TI CAL, M LI TARY AND GENERAL

FURTHER REACTI ON TD DENMARK' S REJECTI ON OF EC UNI ON

After the NATO foreign mnister’s neeting today, EC foreign mnisters will assenble at th
e SAS

Hotel in OGslo at 1700 hrs to discuss the consequences of Denmark’s rejection of the EC Un
i on.

In addition to those mnisters already present in Gslo for the NATO neeting, several othe
rs

will be arriving today to participate at the 5 o' clock neeting: Britainls Sir Douglas Hur
d1

" France’s Rol and Dunas, Eire's David Andrews and EC Conmi ssion President Jacques Del ors.
Speaking tram Ri o, Ms Brundtland has said that Norway will now have to let the EC s inte
rna

debate run its course and will await a joint reaction fromthe nmenber countries. She inte
nds

to stick to the Labour Party’s original EC tinetable and has rejected the idea of hol ding
a

ref erendum (as have 16 of the party’s 19 county | eaders) to deci de whether or not Norway

shoul d apply for EC menbership. Several top Norwegian politicians believe that Denmark’s
rejection of the EC Union and France’s decision yesterday to hold a referendum could del a

y

Norway’' s possi bl e EC nenbership application and the entire European integration process.
However, Trade M nister Godal has enphasised that the Labour Party’'s EC policy has never
been

dependent on the possibility of the Maastricht agreement being accepted by all the EC
countries. He believes therefore that events in Denmark and France will have no direct
bearing on the partyls internal EC process. Foreign Mnister Stoltenberg is worried that
ot her EC nations may foll ow Dennmark’s exanple. Wien Dennark’s TVZ wanted to know i f Norwa

y

woul d now change its m nd about applying for EC menbership, Stoltenberg replied: "No, it’

s a

long tinme since Norwegian foreign policy was deci ded i n Copenhagen." Many pro-narketeers
in

Norway cl ai mthat Denmark9s referendum shows that denbcracy works in the EC, and Stoltenb
erg

say that he has never been in any doubt that the ECis the world s npbst denocratic body.
He

al ays that |ike the Danish referendum the results of a Norwegi an referendum woul d have

to

be respected. Furthernore he says that it could be easier to drumup support for Norwegi a
n EC

menbership if the Maastricht agreenent was anended. Labour Party deputy | eader Gunnar Ber
ge

has also reaffirmed that the party will stick to its original EC strategy and he believes
t he

party’s Novenber conference will still vote in favour of applying for menbership

Arbei der bl adet, which regrets the results of the Danish referendum coments that even if
the

Maastricht process survives, Denmarkls "no" could delay the EFTA countries’ chances of
becom ng nmenbers by several years, and at worst beyond the year 2000. Although the | eader
of

the European Myvenent, Fredrik Vogt Lorentzen, still firmy believes that Norway should j
oin

the EC, he has called on Ms Brundtland to hold fire with a Norwegi an nmenbershi p applicat
i on

until the EC has sorted out its current problens.

EC Polls (conducted yesterday): Qpinion A/S on nenbership - 53% opposed, 33%in favour; 1

4%

undeci ded. Scan-Fact on hol ding a referendum before applying for nenbership - 57% opposed
é396in favour; 10% undeci ded. Aft pp. 1-4 & 8; Arb pp. 1 & 5-11; Dag pp. 1-9 & 20; VG pp.
1&

6-9; DN pp. 2, 4-9 & 23)

MRS BRUNDTLAND AT THE UN EARTH SUMM T

M's Brundtland was one of the main speakers at the opening of the UN Earth Summit in Rio
De

Jaynme yesterday. In her speech she said .i.a. that the human race had reached a point whe
re

fu anmental political change was unavoi dable and the earth was crying out for a revol ution



She said that during the remaining 400 weeks of the century poverty would have to be redu

ced,

greater national and international equality was a nmust and human activities would have to
be

adjusted to concord with the laws of nature. She concluded by saying that the world neede

d

nothing | ess than a gl obal denocracy based on a comon understandi ng of comon probl ens.
Radi cal deci sions Wre needed about the future of the human race in order to provide for

future generations. (Aft p. 6; Arb p. 13; DN p. 15; VG p. 23)

LEADERSHI P CONFLI CT | N LABOUR YOUTH LEAGUE

It is an open question as to who will replace Turid Birkeland as | eader of the Labour You

th

League at its National Conference on 1-4 Cctober. Internal conflict on EC policy, which h

as

split the League down the mddle, has resulted in a battle two candi dates - anti-nmarketee
r

Trond G dske and pro-narketeer Beret Braten. Jan Tore Sanner will stand for re-election a

S

| eader of the Young Conservatives at their National Conference on 26 June. (Aft p. 9)
RAUFCSS SALE OF M M25 CO USA STILL UNCLARI FI ED

In Storting Question Tinme yesterday, Trade M nister Godal said that Raufoss AS had now ap
plied

for approval of an agreenent to supply M72 missiles to its American partner, based on a
nor e

[imted order than the contract which was rejected by the Norwegi an authorities |ast year

deal said that the application was being considered. (Arb p. 53)

BRI TI SH NUCLEAR SUBMARI NE HI TS UNDERHATER ROCK DURI NG NATO EXERCI SE

The British nuclear submarine "Valiant" is reported to have hit an underwater rock off th
e

Norwgi an coast during NATO S Exerci se TEAMAORK in March this year. A British Navy spokesm
an

has said that the damage incurred was not serious. (Dag p. 18)



THE ECONOMWY, TRADE AND | NDUSTRY ( 4/ 6/92)

NORWAY' Al MB FOR BI GGER SLI CE OF UN PROCUREMENT CAKE

Aftenposten reports on UN procurenent in Norway. The Norwegi an Trade Counci

has organi sed a 2-day neeting between UN procurenent officers and Norwegi an

conpani es. W Ronani Urasa, procurenent officer with the UN H gh Commi ssion for

Ref ugees, says that there is still a wi de gap between the val ue of UN purchases

in Norway and the country’s devel opment aid budget, but that a nmeeting of this

nature is a step towards righting this inbalance. Norway sold goods and

services worth Kr 150 mto the UN | ast year (conpared with Kr 44 min 1989) out

of a total UN budget of Kr 10 bn. Urasa praised the Export Council for its

prof essi onal approach to marketing. (Aft p. 30)

A33 TO LOSE MONOPCLY HOLD ON NSB CONTRACTS

The Norwegi an State Railway (NSB) plans to break its long-standing traditiona

rel ati onship with ABB Stranmen. Approx. 80% of all activities at ABB Stranmen

(fornmerly the EB engineering works at Strammen before Asea Brown Boveri took

over Elekrisk Bureau |last year) is due to NSB contracts (equi pnent and rolling

stock). NSB now considers the arrangenent as ineffective and is preparing to

open the doors to outside conpetition. Another reason for the change in policy

is the EEA agreenent. NSB is currently planning to renewits | oconotives and

rolling stock. Tenders offered by both the Italians and Germans have incl uded

prom ses that over 50% of the contracts woul d be undertaken by Norwegi an

i ndustry. (DN p. 3)

HYDRO | N FERTI LI SER CONTRACT W TH CHI NA .

Nor sk Hydro has been awarded a Kr 250 mcontract for supplying 175,000 tonnes

of fertiliser to China. A contract has been signed with the Chinese trading

organi sation for chem cal products, SINO CHEM (Aft p. 29; DN p. 4)

BERGEN FI RM AWARDED TROLL FREI GHTI NG CONTRACT

Grieg Transport A/S & Co of Bergen have been awarded the contract for freight

and forwardi ng services for procurenents to the Troll platform Norske Shell

the operator at Troll Phase |, has announced that the order is worth Kr 25-30 m

of which 80%w Il be Norwegian. (DN p. 4)

STILL NO SOLUTI ON TO EURCPI PE ROUTEI NG | N GERVANY

Negoti ati ons between Statoil and the N edersachsen state authorities in Gernany

about the routeing of Europipe are on the verge of coll apse (see press

sunmaries of 27/4 and passin). Statoil is not prepared to bury the pipeline in

a tunnel under Vadehavet, a protected national park reserve. Instead the

Norwegi ans are only prepared to finance a pipeline laid in an open ditch. A

spokesman for N edersachsen says that the Statoil solution will contravene EC

regul ati ons governing the protection of birdlife. A tunnel construction wJ..
The

i ncrease the cost of the project by Kr 975 maccording to Gernman esti nates

project should he started before 1 July if it is to remain on schedule for gas

deliveries on 1 Cctober 1995. (Aft p. 34)

COASTAL RADI O STATI ONS TO BE RATI ONALI SED

Tel everket has decided to reorganise its coastal radio services in South

Norway. The plan will contribute to governnent ains to inprove safety

conditions in the sea |lanes. At the same tine stations which deal with |ess

than 60, 000 signals a year will be rationalised. (DN p. 13; Arb p. 24)

LI TTLE CHANGE | N UNEMPLOYMENT FI GURES

Figures rel eased by the Labour Directorate show that a total of 104,684 (or

4.9% of the workforce) were unenpl oyed at the end of May. The figure is 193

| ess than the previous nonth, but 14,354 nore than in May 1991. Figures for

those enpl oyed on job schenes will be available today. (Aft p. 29; DN p. 6)

ADDI TI ONAL NEWS | N BRI EF

i The Storting has changed its tinmetable and will debate the agricultura

wor kers’ wage settlement today. (Aft p. 9)

Rates on 3 June 1992:

Currency Index : 100.21; E : 11.422; Brent Blend

| NFORVATI ON SECTI ON, BRI TI SH EMBA

$21 15 p.b.
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