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HE EMERGENCE of a patriotic
' - “front, along the lines of the one

|

- forged between Zanu and Zapu dur-
ing their war against Ian Smith’s
Rhodesian administration, seems imminent
following the summit meeting in Harare
between the national executives of the
ANC and the PAC. Hopefully, however, the
South African front will co-ordinate politi-
cal forces rather than guerilla armies.

Its immediate programme, judging from
the joint communique issued after the two-
day summit, is political. Agreement was
forged around three interrelated points: to
campaign for the election of a constituent
assembly; to hold a conference of “patriot-
ic forces” in August; and to isolate ele-
ments in ANC and PAC ranks who refuse
to acknowledge the right of rival bodies to
exist and compete for support.

Many whites may lament the pending
birth of the patriotic front in the belief
that it will strengthen the “enemy”. But it

- should be welcomed for at least two cogent
reasons. It will eliminate or reduce a po-
tential friction point in the black com-
munity. There is quite enough violence in
the townships already. Greater unity in
black ranks will have another advantage:
the fewer discordant voices there are in
the liberation movements, the easier it
will be for the De Klerk administration to
conclude a-deal. ‘ :

South Africans of all colours can take
heart from another aspect of the embryon-
ic patriotic front. Its progenitors, Nelson -
Mandela of the ANC and Clarence Makwe-
tu of the PAC, are men who measure their
words and actions carefully. They are dig-
nified prison graduates, schooled in the

- skills of rational debate and the give and

- take of hard bargaining. '

But we must express the hope that the
ANC’s pro-negotiation stand, however qual-
ified it may be at present because of the
township violence, will prevail over the
PAC’s anti-negotiation stance. :
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gcare tactics :

; SANCT TONS were once thought For everyone, there is no realistic

to be the ANC’s main bargain- alternative to talks, and the longer

ing chip 1o negotiations with  they are put off the less hope there
government. But political le-  will be for 2 satisfactory solution t0

| economic, sporting and cultural  lence can only rise in a climate of
" links fall. The question that arises is impasse and frustration. The pros-
what strategy the organisation t of an escalation in killing and
should be adopting to ensure its will  the possibility of it spreading be-
is to the fore when the country’s  yond the townships are factors that
" future is shaped. all parties will need to address very
' ANC leaders will have noticed  carefully. To try to manipulate
" that the “moderate” whites who  fears of this order would be a Very
- form the National Party’s coré sup-  dangerous game to play.
. port get uneasy at the prospect of The ANC needs to come up with
. the peace process being derailed. SO something new and imaginative t0
- does the business community. Real ~ wrest back the initiative it admits it
+ concern, and often indignation,  has lost to government. It needs to
. greet any apparent threat to dia-  be seen to be leading the way out of
. Togue. Each pronouncement by Nel-  the wretched quagmire of apart-
- son Mandela and his colleagues iS  heid, to be formulating realistic
. scrutinised and thoroughly ana-  plans to give people a better life-
. 1ysed. People, including members _ style and a stake in their land. It
s of government, are constantly look-  might not have the means, but it
 ing for signals of hope. In a sense, 2 should have the ideas. After all, it
- willingness oF unwillingness to be  does claim to represent the aspira-
. accommodating of white aspira-  tions of the masses.
" tions has become political currency. Government bears an enormous
Mandela’s ultimatum on violence  responsibility for righting Wrongs,
~and his rejection of a “summit” with  and many would say it could be
government and Mangosuthu  moving faster in getting rid of the
Buthelezi show he is not averse to  injustices of old. It is certainly
playing the scare tactic. The alarm  arguable that there should be 2
and dismay that greeted his pro- - more thorough and determined bid
aouncements prove it has some ef-  to suppress violence. But for the
fect. But will govemment bow to  ANC to get sulky and say it won’t
oats? And how often can the  play ball whenever the regime falls
same card be played? The returns short of meeting its demands is sad-
will diminish and the bluff will 1y negative and will ultimately be
eventually be called. counter-productive. '




{ Stop trials:

A demand for a
Constituent Assembly
(CA) is likely to grow as
the result of this week’s

meeting in Harare to -

form a patriotic front
between the ANC and
PAC.

The two organisations
have agreed to convene a
patriotic front congress in
Cape Town in August. All
political organisations who
subscribe to the CA concept
will be invited,

he organisations also
said the CA, which is the
only form in which to
draw up a'new constitution
for South Africa, is likely
lo form the basis for partic-
ipation in the envisaged
alliance.

As a build-up towards
the August event, the organ-

isations said they would go

“all out” to discuss the idea
of a CA with parties who
have rejected it and try to

ing on the issue.

PAC publicity secretary
Bamey Desai explained this
week that the August con-
ference would be open to
all organisations of the
“‘oppressed”, but the basis
for taking part in the Patri-
otic Front would be com-
mon agreement on the CA.

The two parties also
agreed that an All-Party
Congress (APC) was going
to be held, probably after
the patriotic front confer-
ence.

ANC’s head of informa-
tion and publicity, Pallo Jor-
dan, said their meeting had
rejected the government’s
multi-party conference, say-
ing that the regime intended
to get the new constitution
drawn up by this forum.
“The APC will limit its
agenda to the modalities of
the CA,” he said.

The two organisations

ANC-PAC Front

reach common understand- ;

called for a “verifiable” dis-
bandment of the system’s
special units, such as the
Civil Co ation Bureau
(CCB), Askaris, Koevoet,
and Buffalo Battalion,
among others - as a means
to curb the violence sweep-
ing the country.

Sanctions

A joint committee on
sanctions was formed under
the collective leadership of
the heads of international
affairs of the two organisa-

* tions - Thabo Mbeki for the

ANC and Gora Ibrahim for
the PAC.

The committee would
soon be discussing the sanc-
tions issue with several gov-
emments, said Desai.

The meeting decided
there should be no negotia-
tions with the government
on'the CA 350 s =

o
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By ANDREW MELDRUM: Harare ,

- THE Patriotic Front planned by the
- African National Congress and the
,Pan Africanist Congress in Harare
this week is envisioned as a broadly-
based anti-apartheid coalition to un-
dertake mass action campaigns to
press for a popularly-elected constitu-
ent assembl

y.
- The proposed alliance, due to be
launched following a conference in
Cape Town in August; is seen by~
fsoch as a strategy to 1sola;e Inkatha
rom other anti-apartheid groups.
- ANC and PAC officials deny this,
Party will participate. :

In their two-day meeting in Harare,
the ANC and the PAC agreed to set
aside their 33-year-old bitter rivalry to
work together to form the Patriotic

_Front. They see it as an umbrella or-
ganisation to group together all organ-
isations in favour of one-person/one-
vote elections to select ives
1o a constituent assembly which will
draw up a new constitution.

“The Patriotic Front will be formed
by the participants-at the Cape Town -
conference,” said PAC deputy presi-
dent Emest Moseneke. “We anticipate

“that it will be made up of all those
groups which subscribe to the de-
mand of holding a constituent assem-
bly such as the PAC, the ANC, Azapo
and conceivably a large number of

 groups that reach right through the so-
ciety of our country.”

foud Gomés Yo an end
== cob Zuma, “We have decided that time
The proposed alliance has come for South Africa and that we
tween the ANC and PAC must work together.”
has ended years of bitter The co-operation of the ANC and
ivalry — but is seen by some ll:‘lr\Ci:lhfollig_'%g 8mliwdﬁ’°;1tilsi8igm;;
; i i to the agreement by Rol
a bid to isolate Chief Mugabe’s Zanu and Joshua Nkomo’s

Mangosuthu Buthelezi.

By ANDREW MELDRUM -

in Harare

Isolated? ... Mangosuthu Buthelezi
“It is a historical trend that in libera-
tion struggles there comes a particular
time, when the goal of liberation
draws near, when all groups decide
they must work together to achieve
victory,” said ANC security chief Ja-

Zapu to form their Patriotic-Front
inst Rhodesian minority rule. The

_Zimbabwean front proved effective in

marginalising Bishop Abel Muzore-
wa’s United African National Con-
gress which had collaborated with Ian
Smith’s Rhodesian Front. Because
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi has al-
ready stated his opposition to a con-
stituent assembly, the new PAC/ANC
Co-operation is viewed by some ob-
Servers as an attempt to isolate Buthe-
lezi much as Zimbabwe’s Patriotic
Front separated Muzorewa from the
nationalist movement. Participants at
the Harare conference deny this is an
aim of the planned Patriotic Front,
“We are not plotting against Buthele-
2i; weaxehopingwecanbdnghimin
with us,* said PAC administrative
secretary Joe Mkwanazi. “The beauty
of this agreement is that it does not end
with just the PAC and ANC, it will
bring together all the organisations of |
the oppressed in 4 Patriotic Front. The
Cape Town conference is an open
door. We want everybody to come
who accepts a constituent assembly.”
Mkwanazi said both the PAC and the
ANC hope to have private meetings to
encourage Buthelezi to participate,
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HE African National Congress’

constitutional proposals, like

‘motherhood and apple pie, have

won widespread public support.

Criticism has been muted, and the

general impression is that Pretoria

could not have hoped for a better deal on
which to negotiate.

But there is also the view that it is.couch-
ed in such general terms that potential diffi-
culties are hidden and a close analysis is not
yet possible.

For example, the preamble to the propo-
sals notes that constitutional barriers to de-
tention without trial must be secured. Does
this mean that detention will be unlawful, or
that it will be lawful under certain condi-
tions — in which case, what conditions?
After generations have suffered through the
practice of detention, it is important for a
proper debate on the proposals that the pub-
lic know the exact circumstances under
which such detention would be allowed.

Similarly, paragraph 15 provides that a

- State of Emergency may be declared, dur-
ing which fundamental rights will be pro-
tected “as far as possible”. This leaves open
several questions including whether arbi-
trary arrest and detention will be allowed
during an Emergency.

Even though it is an initial document —
describing itself as “principles and struc-
tures” — there are other instances where
significant information is not contained in
the outline. It does, however, contain inter-
esting and important indications of the gen-
eral thinking among members of the ANC’s
constitutional committee. -

In essence, the proposals outline a two
chamber legislative structure, elected under
a proportional representation system which
attempts to balance national and regional in-
terests, with free and fair elections guaran-
teed by an independent electoral commis-
sion.

The document also proposes an indepen-
dent judiciary, a constitutional court and a
Bill of Rights against which the courts will
test legislation and official practice.

A three-ticr government is suggested,

along with universal suffrage and a com-
mon and equal citizenship.

All languages will have equal status, al-
though the government may declare one or
more languages as, for example, “the lan-
guage of administrative communication or
judicial record”.

While all discriminatory laws will be out-
lawed by the Bill of Rights, all other legisla-
tion will remain in force unless repealed by

A

The ANC's constitutional
proposals were released a
week ago to widespread public
support. CARMEL RICKARD
takes a look at their strengths
and weaknesses

Oscar Dhiomo ..‘democratic direction’

parliament or set aside by a court.

It is also proposed that the constitution
may be changed only by a two-thirds ma-
jority in the national assembly or by a two-
thirds majority in a national referendum.

Political commentator Oscar Dhlomo
found much in the proposals to his liking,
particularly the unambiguous commitment
to proportional representation, and said the
guidelines pointed strongly in a “democrat-

- ic direction”. However, he found several

“seeds” which aroused concern that the im-
plementation of the proposals could turn
out to be quite different from the way they
looked on paper. '

“For example, take the need to reconcile
centralism and the devolution of power to
second tier government. This is a burning
issue and one can predict it will feature
prominently in a debate about the new con-
stitution. The ANC says the regions should
have similar powers to those entrusted to
the present provinces. But the trouble is the
present provinces do not enjoy any real
power. Their powers were taken away and
centralised by the tri-cameral parliament.”

Dhlomo said the issue of centralism ver-
sus the develution of power was a crucial

issue for democratic local government and
the ANC’s proposals on this relationship
would be contentious — a view shared by -
most commentators. “If you have an all-
powerful, highly centralised government,
it ends up being autocratic, loses touch with
people and ignores with impunity the aspi-
rations of the people in the region.”

Dhlomo also asked what had become of
the ANC’s undertaking to provide a role for
chiefs and traditional leaders in local gov-
emment.

Professor of law at the University of the
Witwatersrand, Dennis Davis, predicted
the major area of dispute with the govern-
ment would be over the upper house, which
Pretoria would want to use to bring in mi-
nority protections. This could be possible
even without a racial voters’ roll, given the
present Group Areas-induced pattern of
residential areas in the country.

A number of commentators including Da-
vis were complimentary about the proposal
which uses regional weighting to the sys-
tem of proportional representation, ensur-
ing that parties with a regional rather than a
national following can still win seats in par-
liament. This could work in the ANC’s fa-
vour in regions such as Transkei but could
favour other parties elsewhere.

Davis also foresees serious negotiation
over the question of an executive president.
The problem is that such a president can
lose a sense of being accountable to parlia-
ment.

Clauses 11 and 13 are also sure to spark
serious negotiation. These refer to affirma-
tive action, including promotions in the Civ-
il service. Given the government’s refusal
up to now to apologise for past policies —
as the land reform bills make clear — it is
hardly likely to approve an aggressive affir-
mative action B

In addition, of course, it will want to pro-
tect its own clients in the state bureaucracy.

These questions and the criticism about
content aside,-there can be no doubt that, in
its broad strokes, the document places the
proposed constitution in the mainstream of
modem human rights culture.

Finally, in releasing its draft Bill of Rights
and constitutional proposals, the ANC has
stolen a march on the government. The Law
Commission’s final draft Bill has still not

been issued, although officials say this.
could happen very soon, and the ANC’s
constitutional proposals are far clearer,
more concrete and, like apple pie, more
generally palatable, than anything we have
so far s>en from the government.

M
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The ANC’s constitutional proposals,
like motherhood and apple pie, have
won widespread public support. Crit-
icism has been muted, and the general
impression is that Pretoria could not
have ho
to negotiate.

But there is also the view that it is

couched in such general terms that po-
tential difficulties are hidden and a
close analysis is not yet possible.
- For example, the preamble to the
proposals notes that constitutional
barriers to detention without trial
must be secured. Does this mean that
detention will be unlawful, or that it
will be lawful under certain condi-
tions — in which case what are these
conditions?

After generations have suffered
through the practice of detention, it is
important for a'proper debate on the
proposals that the public should know
the exact circumstances under which
such detention will be allowed.

Similarly, paragraph 15 provides
that a state of emergency may be de-
clared, during which fundamental
rights will be protected “as far as pos-
sible”. This leaves open several ques-
tions, including whether arbitrary ar-
rest and detention will be allowed
during an emergency.

Even though it is an initial docu-
ment — describing itself as “prin-
ciples and structures” — there are
other examples of where significant
information is not contained in the
| outline. It does, however, contain

_interesting and important indications
of the general thinking among mem-
bers of the ANC’s constitutional com-
mittee.

- In essence, the proposals outline a
two-chamber legislative structure,
_elected under a proportional represen-

tation system which attempts to bal--
ance national and regional interests,
with free and fair elections guaranteed
f bly an independent electoral commis-
sion. ;

- The document also proposes an inde-
‘pendent judiciary, a constitutional
court and a bill of rights against which
' the courts will test legislation and offi-
‘cial practice. A three-tier government
is suggested, along with universal suf-
frage and a common and equal citizen-
ship. All languages will have equal
status, although the Government may
declare one or more languages as, for
example, “the language of administra-
$ tivl:l communication or judicial re-

cord”.
There is provision for affirmative
| action,
| ticula

 discriminatory laws will be awed
by the bill of rights, all other legisla-
tion will remain in force unless
:ecl:’eul:ted by parliament or set aside by
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Sampling
ANC apple pie
CARMEL RICKARD reports on what

political commentators have to say on
the ANC’s constitutional proposals.

for a better deal on which .
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It is also proposed that the consti-
tution may be changed only by a two-
thirds majority in the national as-
sembly or by a two thirds majority in a
national referendum.

Political  commentator
Dhlomo found much in the proposals

_ to his liking, particularly the unambi-
guous commitment to proportional
representation, and said the guide-
lines pointed strongly in a ‘“demo-
cratic direction”. However, he found
several “seeds” which aroused a con-
cern that the implementation of the
proposals could turn out to be quite
different from how they looked on

paper.

“Because many issues are not spelt
out clearly, you end up either trying to
deduce the outcome in practice, or sus-
pect that the outcome might not be
what was intended. For example, take

‘the need to reconcile centralism and

the devolution of power to second tier
government. ;

“The ANC. says the regions should
have similar powers to those entrusted
to the present provinces. But the
trouble is the present provinces do not
enjoy ‘any real power. Their powers
were taken away and centralised by the
tri-cameral Parliament.”

Dhlomo said the issue of centralism
versus the devolution of power was a
crucial issue for democratic local gov-
ernment and the ANC’s proposals on
this relationship would be contentious
.t; a view shared by most commenta-

TS.

Professor of law at Wits Dennis
Davis predicted the major area of dis-
pute with the Government would be
over the upper house, which Pretoria
would want to use to bring in minority
protections. This could be possible
even without a racial voters’ roll, given
the present Group Areas-induced pat-
tern of residential areas in the coun-

A number of commentators, includ-
ing Davis, were complimentary about
the proposal which uses regional
weighting to the system of propor-
tional representation, ensuring that
parties with a regional rather than a
national following can still win seats
in Parliament. This could work in the
ANC’s favour in regions such as the
Transkei, but could favour other par-
ties elsewhere.

Davis also foresees serious negotia-
tion over the question of an executive
president. The problem is that such a
president can lose a sense of being
accountable to Parliament. :

Clauses 11 and 13 are also sure to
spark serious negotiation. These refer
to affirmative action, including promo-
tions in the civil service. 3

Another constitutional lawyer, Uni-
sa’s law professor Dawid van Wyk, said
he detected a Namibian influence in
the proposals — which is hardly sur-

Oscar

prising since that was the most recent
constitution to have been drawn in the

‘region.

One example is the fact that as with
Namibia and unlike the U.S., the pro-
posed senate would not have a right of
veto over new legislation, and could
delay it at best. Van Wyk believes the
ANC has come a long way from the |
Freedom Charter, via the consti-
tutional guldelines of 1988 to the pre:,
sent proposals. - =

Like several other commentators
van Wyk believes the door has been left
open for a possible formal federation,
although this is clearly not the first
choice for the ANC.

These questions and the criticism
about content aside, there can be no-
doubt that in its broad strokes, the
document places the proposed consti-
tution in the mainstream of modern
human rights culture.

Finally, in releasing its draft bill of
rights and constitutional proposals the
ANC has stolen a march on the Govern-
ment. The law commission’s final draft
bill has still not been issued, although
officials say this could happen very
soon, and the ANC’s constitutional

proposals are far clearer, more con-
crete but, like apple pie, more gen-
erally palatable, than anything we
have so far seen from the Government.




HE Soviet Union today is
torn between anarchy and
apathy. Its peoples have
lost faith in their past, but
they have yet to find any hope in
their future. ‘
™ Material life for ordinary citizens,
is miserable. The position of Presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev looks ever
less tenable; he is now more unpopu-
lar at home than it is imaginable for
any western politician to be. The
country is increasingly both 0-
verned, and ungovernable.
Indeed, Gorbachev’s very unpopu-
larity is one of the few things still
uniting the nation. What little re-

spect he enjoyed last year has evapo-\
rated as he has fallen back on the !

support of the rump of his once all-
embracing Communist Party, and on
those pillars of the old establish-
ment, the military and the KGB.

" His great rival, Boris Yeltsin, can
boast much more. As chairman of
the Russian parliament, he has won
for himself powers comparable — on
paper — to those of Gorbachev. If he
is directly elected on June 12 as Rus-
sian president, his popular mandate
will ll:e unchallengable.

‘Yet he remains an equivocal
figure, offering simultaneously more
democracy, and more discipline;
more devolution of power, and more
nationalism; more radical economic
reform, and yet somehow less pain
for the people. His support is based
on the negative, not the itive.
Even close supporters admit he
lacks a real political programme, a
real vision of the future. *

Objectively, the condition of the
Soviet Union today could scarcely
.seem more gloomy. Gorbachev’s
economic adviser Oleg Ozherelev,
forecasts a production slump of no
less than 40% to 50% this year if no
remedial action is taken. The finance
minister and chairman of the state
bank say the economy is “on the
_brink of a catastrophe”.

Not only are at least a quarter of
the nation’s coal miners on strike,
rapidly bringing the massive steel
industry to a standstill; the rest of
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the energy sector is in crisis. The oil
industry is collapsing. And oil ac-
counts for 60% of export revenues.

At the same time, the nation’s in-
frastructure is cracking up. The rail-
ways are incapable of handling
freight requirements.

e telecommunications system is
also incapable of handling increased
demand. While the reformers talk
blithely of the transition to a market
economy, the infrastructure is sim-
ply not there to accommodate it.

On top of the economic reality
comes the political confusion, the
chaotic battle for power. On the one
hand, it is a battle to remove the
Communist Party from power. That
is overlaid and often confused by the
struggle of the myriad small nation-
alities of the Soviet empire to regain
their independence from Moscow.
And it is compounded by the appar-
ent determination of the Russians,
led by Yeltsin, to dismantle the em-
pire of their own making.

Gorbachev’s problem is that his
union remains identified with the
Communist Party and the whole
structure of centralised control. Al

new union treaty will not be a volun-.>

tary union of sovereign states, and
therefore will be more likely to split

the country than to unite it.

It was almost certainly Gorba-
chev’s fear that the union would dis-
integrate, added to his conviction
that he is the one man who can keep
it together, which prompted his re-
treat from radical reform last year.
At that moment he made a funda-
mental choice to stay on the side of
the old establishment. There is little
doubt it was a mistake.

Maverick market economist

Stanislav Shatalin, who was Gorba-
chev’s confidant and adviser, in Jan-
uary begged the president to aban-

don the post of communist leader .

and allow the party to disintegrate.
Gorbachev could carry out no re-
form with the enemies of reform as
his allies, Shatalin said.

The professor has since quit the
party. He says he finally lost faith in
Gorbachev when the Soviet leader
deployed troops with dogs on the
streets of Moscow to confront the
March 28 demonstration for Yeltsin.

So is the picture totally bleak, with
economic collapse matched by poli-
tical stalemate, and disintegration

the only possible outcome? Is peres-
troika truly dead or is this merely a
tactical retreat? And if it is another
Gorbachev manoeuvre, can he stay
in power long enough to get back on
track?

The answer is that perestroika is

dead, and that is no bad thing. It was

always doomed. It was an attempt to
make the old system work better, to
give Soviet socialism an efficient,
human face. But the old system was
so flawed that it could not be simply
“restructured”. It had to be disman-
tled. That is what is happening today.

Until last year it seemed Gorba-
chev himself realised the need to pull
down the temple. Yet when the Sha-
talin report — the famous 500-day
programme — was finally put on the
table last September, and it became
clear that a rapid and radical transi-
tion to a market economy meant
demolition of the old order, Gorba-
chev baulked.

He was under huge pressure from
the party bureaucracy, above all
from the defence industry and the
military establishment, and even
from the communist barons of agri-
culture — the directors of the largely
bankrupt state and collective farms.
They may even have threatened to

remove him from power. Prof Niko-
lai Petrakov, then his economic ad-
viser, says they gave him an ultima-
tum and, unlike the unruly
democratic demonstrators, “they
had men with guns” behind them.

Whatever the reason, the pillars
on which Gorbachev fell back for
support are no longer firm. The par-
ty is in terminal decline. The mili-
tary and the KGB are themselves
divided. The middle ranks of the
military deeply resent the swathe of
generals above them, while the mass
of conscripts are increasingly a law
unto themselves.

The. KGB is increasingly an impe-
rial guard without a cause. It is seek-
ing a new role in the prosecution of
what it calls “economic crime”, un-
able to see that felonies such as
“speculation” are essential %arts ofa
future market economy. The only
force holding the KGB together
seems to be a fear of retribution once
it falls apart. ;

When Gorbachev opted for retreat
he did so in the conviction that the
population was also fed up with re-
form and the chaos it had caused,
and to an extent he was right.

On the other hand Yeltsin, a politi-
cian who has not lost touch with the
grassroots, is convinced ordinary
people do want change. But they
want to do it without plunging into
the economic unknown.

The two leaders are exploiting
one aspect each of the dilemma: that

ople are sick of the old system
&?e tsin) and terrified of the new
(Gorbachev). Neither offers an
answer.

The challenge today is how to
manage the process of disintegration
of the Soviet empire so as to cause as
little human suffering as ible. It
is a challenge which the West faces,
as much as any leadership which
may emerge in Moscow. There is a
terrible vacuum of ideas and vision
of the future ii] the Soviet Utnifon
today, and people are crying out for
advice. They want models. They
wan‘t“;»rescriptions. They do not want
the West simply to react when it is
all to late. — Financial Times.

e ——
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L\{iani tours US as guest of American Reds',- ;

MKHONTO We Sizwe chief Chris racy Project. It may also undercut the Carnegie Endowment for Interna-
u gam lflaﬁ bggun a twol-{weefﬁ lo-cit%' glongressional opposition to lifting sane- ggina] Pteace, and students at Howard
ur of the this week as e gues g\ ons. versity.

of the American Communist Party. One congressional staff member com- Other cities on his tour include New
The CPUSA’s newspaper, the People’s 3 \ mented that ‘perhaps there should be a York, where he Is scheduled to partici-
Weekly World (PWW) — which usedtobe (v O\ hall of fame for stupid ANC ideas’, pate in May Day celebrations, Chicago,
the People’s Daily World — is usingdhls Y } In its Mar‘ch 16 issue, the PWwW urged Los Angeles, San Francisco and Boston.
recrult row sapapiceaed fnds and to Qa0 eaders to help Vil Gl dad e WP is inviting readers to buy ad.
builder’ programme O butions ‘to help defray the cost of this 2 rosing space to ‘greet’ Mr Hani for $10
US officials — who are scheduled to  “ historic tour and also help sustain ou B oon centimetre. Those who attend
meet Mr Hani at the State Department publication’, : ggmhggg“i;%"ggégg gflg%nggl‘;

next week — are aghast that Mr Hani - Through the PWW, the CPUSA is co- boost our fund drive 4
hims rdin ‘ and also come away

ﬁghmt%él ?J?U%gze:gdtgeﬁesgg 1&? conn:clf hve:st:?yg a%;glajr?nggs rai‘llzltjlexs;xe%ia:%lget:-’ With treasured mementos’.
tion can only damage the ANC's credibil- views’ for Mr Hani, who is described by T-shirts and buttons are being made to
ity. the paper as a ‘major leader of the ANC commemorate Mr Hani’s tour. In an ac-
The issue may well be raised on the and the SACP’, companying article to introduce himself,
floor of the Senate and further lessens In addition to visiting the State De- Mr Hani said be had become a2 Commu-
the chances of the ANC seeing any of the partment while he is in Washington next nist because ‘I realised that national lib-
$3 730 000 the 'Administration proposed week, Mr Hani will also have private eration, though essential, would not
to give it last year as part the congres- meetings with congressmen and is sched- bring total liberation’. —. (Mercury Cor-

sionally-mandated Transition to Democ- uled to address the National Press Club, respondent)

il



The indaba between the ANC and
Tos Wentzel

PAC was vital,

writes

on bitter rift

in black

HE decision by the African
National Congress and the
Pan Africanist Congress to form a
Ppatriotic front is one oiel the most
significant political developments
since the unbanning of liberation
‘movements. : :
Bitter rivalry between the two
organisations appears at last to be
coming to an end,
A conference in Harare this
- Week at which this decision was
taken was the first
between the two movements since
ariftintheANthichledtothe
formation of the PAC in 1959.
“Enmity of more than 30 years
was put aside with the decision to
form a front of aj) those who are
in favour of a constituent assem-
bly to decide on a new constitu-
tional s
A “patriotic conference” will
now be held in Cape Town in Au-
8ust and joint structures will be
set up to achieve a transfer of
Power and to deal with the ques-
tion of violence, g
The Government is strongly op-
Pposed to the idea of a constituent
assembly. Instead it wants to have
a multiparty conference to pre-
pare for a negotiation forum to
draw up a new constitution.
The rift in the ANC which led to
the formation of the PAC started

- in 1957,
those who were

to form the PAC
and those who i

Wwith the

ANC about the preamble to the

Freedom Charter which stated
that South Africa belonged to all
0se who lived in it, black and
white together.
- The er also stated that no
1t could justly claim ay-
thority unless it was based on the
will of all of the people.
Those who Supported - these
alliance of the ANC

Congress, the Col-
oured People’s Congress, the Con-
gress of Democrats and the Con-
gress of Trade Unions.

- With its attitude of “Africa for
the i

get-together -

arose  between

politics

involvement of whites in the liber-
ation movements.

most o gro
the help of other groups was need-
ed to achieve liberation. ‘

The break-away PAC was start-
ed on April 6 1959 and' from then
on there was a between the
two movements for support
-among blacks. '

At an ANC conference in De-
cember 1959 it was decided to em-

bark ‘on ﬂ “anti-passbook cam-
paign on 301960. .
; Thef;ACintnmannou’hcedthat
it would start such a campaign on
MarchzlandthisledtotheShar-
ille shootings and afterwards
the banning

While operating
they both formed
PoqointhecaseofthePACand
Umkhonto we Sizwe in the case of

After the unbanning of the two
movements last year the feeling
grewthatitwastimetosetaside
the enmity and unite, ‘
: king in Tanzania last
March, deputy leader of the ANC,
Nelson Mandela, expressed the
hope that the two would start
talking and for the first time he
mentioned the Possibility of a pa-
triotic front. :

-At an OAU conference in Ay-
gust the then leader of the PAC,
the late M

armed wings,

platform of

While they agree on the idea of
a constituent assembly, the ANC
and the PAC still differ on some
other crucial issues,

The PAC has taken a hard line
on negotiations while the ANC, in
Spite of misgivings, supports
them.

The two sides have nevertheless
described the Harare meeting, the
first bilateral one, as an “out-
standing success”. o




wﬁfidayh

* April 1991

g @‘FEEN

Wmme ‘mlmbus
-alibt’ attacked

By Stephane Bothma

MRS WINNIE Man-
dela’s evidence that
she had used her only
minibus to travel to
Brandfort on the early
cvening of December
29, was challenged in
the Rand Supreme

- Court yesterday when
the prosecution point-
ed out that her person-
al driver and co-accus-
cd claimed he had used
the minibus later the
same evening in Sowe-
to.

Mr John Morgan (61) a
co-accused in the trial in
which Mrs Mandela and
two others pleaded not
guilty to kidnapping and
assaulting four youths on
.December 29, 1988, said
in a statement to the
police that late on the
evening of the alleged
crimes, he had used the
minibus to drive a co-ac-
cused, Mrs Xoliswa Fala-

. ti, home.

Mr Morgan, who had
acted as Mrs Mandela’s
personal driver, further
said in his statement that
on the following day, De-
cember 30, he had also
used the minibus to trans-
port Mrs Falati,. Mrs
Mandela and her daugh-
ter to Mrs Mandela’s of-
fices.

‘Mrs Mandela’s defence
in the trial is one of an

- alibi — that she had left
her Diepkloof, Soweto.
home for the Free State
town of Brandfort in her
only minibus early on the
cvening of December 29.
She had only returned
during the late afternoon
of December 31, 1988.

Allegation

.~ The State advocate,
‘Mr Jan Swanepoel, SC,
pointed Mr Morgan’s
claim out to Mrs Mande-
la, who replied that Mr
Morgan’s allegation could
not be true, as she only
possessed one minibus.

The admissibility of Mr
Morgan’s statement was
contested earlier in the

trial, ‘which resulted in a
lengthy trial-within-a-tri-
al.

At the time, Mr Justice
M S Stegmann ruled that
the statement was admis-
sible.

Mr Swanepoel claimed

that Mrs Mandela’s de- -

fence on paper — in the
form of a signed state-
ment “made by her in
terms of Section 115 of
the Criminal Procedure
Act — which was handed
in at the start of the trial
as part of her plea, con-
tradicted her verbal evi-
dence in court.

He referred to a para-
graph in the written plea
in which Mrs Mandela
had stated that she had
been approached by Mrs
Falati during the end of

" December 1988, who in-

formed her (Mrs Mande-
la) that the Soweto Meth-
odist Reverend, Mr Paul
Verryn — in charge of the
manse where several
youths had taken refuge
— had been sexually
abusing a number of the
youths.

Disturbed

Mrs Mandela had
further stated as fact in
her written plea that. Mrs
Falati had also informed
her that some of the
youths had been follow-
ing Mr Venyn s example
in indulging in homosex-
ual practices; that one of
the youths, Katiza Cebek-
hulu, had become “men-
tally disturbed” as a result
of an indecent assault on
him by Mr Verryn; and

- that Mr Verryn had gone

away and that Mrs Falati
required assistance from
Mrs Mandela.

In  cross-examination
vesterday, Mrs Mandela
said she could not state as
a fact exactly when Mrs
Falati had conveyed the
allegations to her and that
it could have been on two
separate occasions.
~ Mrs Mandela denied
that there was any con-
tradiction in her evidence
and her written plea.

In her -evidence. Mrs

Falati testified she had,
on December 31, told
Mrs Mandela that the
“coach™ of the Mandela
United Football Club,
Jerry Richardson, had as-
saulted one of the youths,
Mr Kenneth Kgase, who
had been brought from
the Methodist manse.

Mrs Mandela claimed
she had “no recollection”
of the incident, but it was
possible that Mrs Falati
could have drawn her at-
tention to the assault.

Funeral

She was also cross-
examined about an inci-
dent on January 4, 1989,
in which three of the al-
leged kidnap and assault
victims, Mr Kgase, Mr
Pelo Mekgwe and Mr
Thabiso Mono, had ac-
companied her and
others, including Rich-
ardson, to a funeral in So-
weto. All the men that ac-
companied Mrs Mandela
had been dressed in the
track-suits of the Mandela
United Football Club.

Mrs Mandela explained
to the court that she had
usually, when attending
funerals or political meet-

- ings, informed Richard-

son.

Richardson had then
taken the initiative to
round up the youths who
lived in the back rooms of
her premises, dressed
them in the Mandela
Football Club track-suits
and accompanied he:

She could not rc..c.
ber seeing any ‘‘serious”
injuries on any of them.

Previously, Mrs Man-
dela denied that the Man-
dela  United Football
Club had acted as her

bodyguard.

Mr Swanepoel ques-
tioned Mrs Mandela on
why, as a social worker,
she had not personally in-
vestigated the allegations
made by several people
that youths had been kid-
napped and assaulted and
kept at her house against
their will. ‘

He also asked why, if
allegations had been
going around that the
vouths had been severel\
assaulted, had she not
taken the youths to &
medical doctor for exami-
nation or treatment.

“I was so outraged that
such  allegations were
made against me, that |
wanted nothing to do with
the boys who lived at the
back of my house.,” she
replied.

Victims

She also said that she
had learnt the names of
the four alleged victims,
including that of the 14-
year-old Stompie Moe-
ketsi Seipei, only after the
allegations = against her
had been published in the
-Press during the last week
of January 1989 or the |
first week in February
that year.

“I did not kidnap any
children and I did not as-
sault any children,” Mrs
Mandela said, adding that
she had believed that Mrs
Falati had brought the
children to her house to
be looked after by Rich-
ardson for their own pro-
tection against the sexual
abuse by Mr Verryn.

She believed the youths
had stayed at her housc
voluntarily.

Mrs Mandela’s  cross-
cxamination continues to-
day.




They let Tutu dow

ARCHIBISHOP Tutu’s
speech, urging Black

leaders to stopall.;hstalk :

about the armed
was commendable. It cer-
tainly brought me closer
to liking the man. I feel
now that it is possible he
did not foresee, when he
called for sanctions, thata -
person with an empty bel-
- ly cannot be appeased by
the promlscs ~of “liber-
atien™, 5

When one starts death
by starvation in the face

daily, it matters ﬁttlc hoi{ Z
one meets one’s end; the

fear of being ldlicd by
police fire or aaﬁiy with
members of anoﬁer«fge-

tion is dissipated.

It has been relauvely

easy to blame the ill-ef-

' fects of san

ctions !
apartheid. the unsophisti- -
knows little

cated person

of complicated lssmndl %
as  disinvestment ~and
but all have

sanctions,
heard of apartheid.

Whenever I get the op-
portunity to set people
straight on this score, I do
so, for even if one more
person understands the

<N

cruel nnphmuons of sanc-

mns on those who have
no asse&s to fall back on,
it will be one more person
vihe \mll oppose them.

- Towards ;hc end of the
- 70s, things had already
started to look up for the
~Black man. Unemploy-
ment figures were much
lower, wages were- im-
prom;, om ‘com-
panies  were allocating
money for housing and
education of their em-
ployees, but all that was
swept aside in the bid to

‘hasten the cbange and

move the ANC into the
forefron? <

it will take us another
20 years (if ever) to get
back to the position we
werc at bgﬁo;:e dlSanest-

abouf'the same ‘improve-
~ment, without the loss of
so many lives. :

Mr" Buthelezi was the
only leader who had the
good sense to realise this,
and he will certainly get
my vote if ever he is in the

to bring -

/7 12457V

running for State Presi-
dent. :

The plan to make the
country ungovernable has
taken a turn in the wrong
direction. Some people
are actually enjoying the
chance to do a little
bloodletting, and they ha-
ven’t been too fussy about
the colour of the con-
tainer.

After his impassioned
plea for people to stop the
killing, 1 felt a twang of
pity for the man. He must
be feeling extreme]y em-
barrassed by his own
race. In good faith, he

-wenttotheWtstern

world to assure them that
the Black people of South
Africa were ready for ma-
jority rule and they have
let him down hambly by

: behavmg like savages

What are his chances in

‘the future of calling off

sanctlons and disinvest-

" ment when he feels the

government has been
punished enough" Var-
‘tually nil! '

-MARILYNG

Gemuston
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/ Good lu

STATE President De Klerk leaves today on
his visit to Britain, Ireland and Denmark.

ike his other travels, he will not be accom-

panied by Foreign Minister Pik Botha, be-
cause of the tragic accident that has placed
Mrs Botha in hospital with partial paralysis.

Although Mr Botha’s undoubted diplomatic
skills will be missed, Mr De Klerk has gained
sufficient experience to be able to handle the
trip with great success.

Indeed, if South Africa’s future were to de-'

pend on its State President being able to
swing international opinion to his side, the
battle would be won,

The truth is that our future remains in our own
hands, and with the ANC adopting an in-

creasingly intransigenta,ttitude, the uncer-

tainties remain.

Nevertheless, creating a favourable internat-
ional climate is vita] — and in this, Mr De
Klerk’s travels have played a major role. .

First, he had to demonstrate to mostly scepti-

cal international leaders that his reforms -

were irreversible.

That he was able to do SO in the face of a
campaign by ANC deputy president Nelson
Mandela and other ANC leaders to prove
that they Were not irreversible says much for

r De Klerk’s reforms and the manner
in which he has sold them. : ;

Much to the chagrin of the ANC, Mr De Klerk

he sanctions net surrounding
South Africa, has placed South Africa back
~on the road to international sport, and has
punctured the cultura] boycott.

The decision of the European Community to
lift the curbs on Krugerrands, iron and steel
imports, against the wishes of the ANC, was
a further triumph for Mr De Klerk.

The easing of sanctions does not mean a great
deal if it does not €ncourage investment and
if it does not bring South Africa the foreign
capital without which the economy cannot
get moving. - -

The lifting of the EC ban on new investment
did not bring a flood of investment — and
there will not be any great interest in South
Africa by foreign investors until the violence
here ends and the political uncertainties are
removed. v

- But we can ‘improve our trading and finances

in the meantime — and it is significant that
“Mr De Klerk will be meeting chairmen of
banks and financial institutions in Britain,
will address the annual convention of the Ip-
stitute of Directors and will give an informal
address to the Confederation of British In-
dustries, .

The key meeting will, of course, be with Prime
Minister John Major, Mrs Magaret Thatch-
er’s successor, but Mr Major has already
shown that he is for the total abolition of
sanctions, having had a major hand in the
EC’s decision to lift more curbs.

We are sure that with Mr De Klerk ending
apartheid and occupying the moral high

. ground, and always being one step ahead of
Mr Mandela, he will continue to gain the in-
ternational support he needs not only for his
reforms, but for ending South Africa’s iso-.
lation.

Mr Mandela, whose spoiling role after Mr De
.Klerk’s previous trips failed to halt Mr De
Klerk’s successes, will be seeing Mr Major a
couple of days after Mr De Klerk. :

But he will not be able to persuade Mr Major
to change his favourable stance. :

We should not forget another ANC threat in
the background. 3

The ANC is trying to create the impression
that the government is not willing or able to
end violence and is part of it. Consequently,
we are not surprised that Zambian President
Kenneth Kaunda is calling for international
intervention to end the violence.

: The idea may well be to have an Untag force
~ here, as in Namibia before that country’s
pre-independence poll. _

- The ANC s also campaigning for the election
of a constituent assembly, on Namibian lines,
and is seeking United Nations support.

The more Mr De Klerk wins friends and influ-
ences international leaders, the greater his

chance of achieving a negotiated constitution
and settlement on the lines he favp_urs.
We wish him great success on his visit abroad.
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* voc among black people.

~ year when it reiterated its policy of nationalising

" Rand Daily Mail went out of its way to give their

ROLITIGS

Ameen Akhalwaya

ANC making its bed
with white sheets

HENtheAfrimnNaﬁonalCol>grmM<|s-

sued its ultimatum calling on the govern-
ment to meet certain conditions by next
month, the establishment media reacted

as if it had set off a nuclear bomb.
A shaken ANC retreated and said it had
not issued an ultimatum. It was an inept
_ display by an organisation which seems
unable to grasp that it is a government in preparation.
There was no reason for it to be apologetic. It was
correct to set conditions for continuing talks with the
Nats, however questionable its deadline for the res-
- ignation of the ministers of defence and law and or-
der might have been. On the Reef, anyone will tell
you township residents are becoming disillusioned
with what they perceive as the ANC’s all-too-
posture. They see the ANC bending
over backwards to appease the Nats, and to attract
the support of whites and neo-liberal groups of all
hues. They’ll tell you the ANC announced the sus-
pension of the armed struggle far too soon, giving an
impression that it is weak, leaving them defenceless
and opening the way for reactionaries to wreak ha-

If government forces and supporters are behind the
violence, they ask, why is the ANC not succeeding
in doing something about it? What guarantees do
they have that if an ANC or any other black-led or-
ganisation comes to power democratically, these
forces would not increase the level of our civil war?

If the government has failed to keep its side of the
bargain on various issues, they argue, why does the
ANC appear powerless to do anything about it?

A few weeks ago, Sunday Star columnist Jon

urged the ANC to pull out of talks with the
government. He was reflecting the views of most
black journalists and township residents we know.

Yet once the establishment media’s hysteria ex-
ploded, the ANC reacted as if it had been hit by a
bomb. The same happened after its unbanning last

mines and certain financial institutions. The ANC
went on the defensive, behaving as if what it had
stood for — and been supported for — over the past
35 years wasn’t exactly what it appeared to be. gt
It is learning that South Africa has no fury like the
white establishment scorned. Those few black jour-
nalists who supported South Africa’s sports isola-
tion in the 1970s were similarly attacked and intimi-
dated. Fortunately, leaders such as Hassan Howa,
Norman Middleton, and the late MN Pather and
Morgan Naidoo hit back fearlessly and gave us the
incentive to carry on writing as we did. And the

points of view, even if it did not agree with them. &
Not so now. The ANC is appalled by the fact that it

It looked around in vain for support from people
who would have given it a fair hearing and generally
supported its conditions: black journalists, people
who know what is being said in their communities.
But where were they? Why, basking in the ANC’s

* discomfort. Or lost in newsrooms of media which

won’t give them a chance to reflect black thinking.

Most senior black journalists are disillusioned with
the ANC — not with its policies, which most sup-
port broadly, but with its attitude towards them. That
is an attitude that smacks of contempt or, at the very
least, indifference. Unless they’re part of an inner-
circle, they are no longer taken into the ANC’s confi-
dence, or given briefings or interviews.

To me, the ANC'’s policies are by and large better,
more advanced and far more representative than
those of “system’ groups such as the National Par-
ty. The ANC doubtlessly speaks for the majority.

It needs to learn from Howa and company, who

Then a Sunday paper started to campaign against
him with such one-sided venom that his supporters
closed ranks solidly behind him. That is why the

. current establishment attacks on the ANC will also

be counter-productive.

But then the ANC must get rid of the growing per- -
ception — not least among black journalists — that it
is far more interested in bending over backwards to
accommodate all sorts of minorities who will find all
sorts of excuses not to support it.
. It needs to get out of the bed of white sheets it is

@Ameen Akhalwaya is editor of The Indicator.
I NEXT WEEK: Steven Friedman’s Worm’s Eye

has been denounced by the white media, that even an
edimria.linamiorqew_spapergimedatblackreadas
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Arthur Matmane Parliament

 FW comes up
smelling of rose

OREIGN Minister Pik Botha was a-
hoop — in his own heavy style — the
morning after his European Community
counterparts agreed in principle to lift the
trade sanctions imposed in 1985. Everything
was coming up roses days before he and FW de
Klerkwereduemﬂynmﬂwftheequatortomeetthe
Community heads of government, Irish and Danish,
that FW hadn’t yet met since he launched his anti-
sanctions roadshow last May, following his “rubi-
con
And this May their antl-sanctions champlon, Mar-
garet Thatcher, flies south for her rewards, which in-
cludeﬂ:en'eedomoftheCityofJohanmsburg but
that’s a side-show now that she’s no longer British

p'lil.'l:):lmportaut thing, according to Pik, is that the
Community’ sdeusuonhas“pavedﬂieway”fortlns
weekend’s trip. He told a media briefing that “inter-
national isolation is over” as far as he’s concerned
and that “momentum is irreversible’’ — America and
Japan will follow suit — because FW “has a way of
personally persuading” other heads of government
that his own reforms are irreversible, whatever the
African National might claim.

And thus FW holds “the moral high ?—de-
spite what the Conservative Party says — and he’s
won the support offoreign governments and their

media because “they accep ’. The Euro-
pean ilidnotasktheANCfor

sion to im sancﬁons,anddecidedtohftthem
without the nod of approval from Nelson.

Mandela — who, a few days after FW, will be hold-
ing talks in London with John Major, who elbowed
Maggle'l‘lnatcheroutoflODuwningStreet
mwmmhgymﬁ&nmompdnywmmem
of the

According to Pik, the ANC makes the tactical mis-
take of still “‘seeing sanctions as a card”
whileevenMandelarealisesﬂleeonnh'yisdesperame
for foreign investment to create jobs and help the
economy grow. But for investments to flow back
into South Africa, there must be political stability and -

an end to factional violence.
Asked for the theme of the latest mission to Europe,
Pik told us it was in the reconstruction

of a new South Africa”. And that’s no longer a mis-
sion impossible now FW has the smell of roses after
taking the moral high ground away from Mandela.
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BETHERE’s a popnlar chant by impatient English
football fans: “Why are we waiting!”’ Just beyond the
security gates that make the southern end of Parlia-

- ' ment Street a no-go zone for the unauthorised, I

heard impatience expressed differently by a group of
women past: “When is this New South Affri-
ca going to start in there?” one asked, glaring
thrmgh:::;gatwataparliamentinwlﬁchshe’snot

represen

The House of Delegates MP ahead of me
laughed, turned round and remarked: “That’s the
voice of the real people — and they’re right!”

It’s over a year since FW heralded the dawn of the
new era, but the waiting continues. It looks like there
won’t even be an all-party preparatory conference
until after the ANC meets in June to mandate its lead-
erswnthmthecounh’yfortheﬁrsttlmemwyears.
If, that is, a deal can be struck over the “flexibility”
offered by the ANC over its ultimatum.

While we wait, the ANC has unveiled its discus-
sion document on a constitution for the new era. The
document strikes the right notes except for a propo-
sal on an issue I’ve already wailed about which, in

« the ANC version, will multiply bureaucracy. Parlia-

mentary debates are in two languges at present —
and the ANC wants that number multiplied by five. It
proposes 10, declaring that “the institutions of gov-
ernment should not be restricted to any language”.

‘When I expressed amazement during the briefing,
we were told it was the obligation of government to
maintain communication in this new-era Tower of
Babel by providing instantaneous translations. That
means many more well-paid public servants: inter-
preters, engineers to maintain equipment and, the
press gallery hopes, 10 times as many of the elegant
young ladies called Hansard reporters we threw a
party for this week.

Where will the new, enlarged parliament hold its
multi-lingual debates? 'l‘he joint chamber built for the

colour-coded joint sessions of a tri-cameral system
3 willnotbelargeenwgh.Butﬂleymnldtakeoverﬂle

visitors’ in that casino-like structure since the
babble of “interpellations” in 10 different languages
will discourage even more spectators than two lan-
guages do at present.
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- Arms and the |
policeman

~ DRIAAN Viok’s partial ban on
S weapons carried in “conflict
simaﬁons”isgood—inpart. _
'Iheannmmcmnentsluﬂdhavecome
months ago, was only made under
exu'emepmre,andwmacoompanied
byavih'iolicattackonﬂleANthichmnmlyserve
to heighten suspicions of police bias. When the
minismrd‘lawandordermakmﬂneabmrds!atunent
that despite police efforts “the violence continues,
gp'parmﬂywiﬂ:ﬂ:eANCineverycaseﬂnemmlyst”,it
"cértainlydownminspirepublicconﬁdenceﬁmtthe
poliqamnwhoserveunderhimwjllbeanyl&

'I‘hemmnresarehalf-hmrted.Pangas,amand
bltdlknivmarenowbannedin“conﬂictsimaﬁons”,
butspears,assegais,bat_ﬂeaxmandknobkieries
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By GAYE DAVIS: Cape Town

NELSON MANDELA visited Ro
ben Island last Friday to persuade 25

| | cadres of the African National Con-
| 8ress’ military wing, Umkhonto
' | weSizwe, to sign indemnity forms.

The ANC deputy president made
an-impassioned appeal to the 25,
who had consistently refused to ap-
ply for indemnity, ;

His “decisive™ intervention was
confirmed this week by Umkhonto
weSizwe chief of staff Chris Hani,
who was present when 41 prisoners
— the largest group so far — were
released from Robben Island,

None of the 25 were among those
released. Their stand created serious
problems for an ANC leadership al-
ready under fire from supporters for
becoming involved in a cumbersome
indemnity process. s

Underpinning the prisoners’ refu-
sal was the conviction that ANC ne-
gotiators erred badly by compromis-
ing on the Harare Declaration-linked

 in with MK
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demand for a blanket, unconditional
amnesty covering political prisoners
and the return of exiles, and allowing
the release and return processes to be
governed by the Indemnity Act. In
their view, this accorded the govern-
ment a legitimacy they rejected.

One of the prisoners explained his
stand: “I have been fighting against
apartheid all my life and now I have
to ask for a pardon from the very
same system. That removes the very
moral base that has been sustaining
me, through the hardest times of
struggle.” But after Mandela’s inter-
vention last Friday, the prisoner —
along with his 24 comrades — de-
cided to sign the indemnity forms,

®Among the 41 released on Tues-
day was Anthony Tsotsobe (35),
one of the three so-called “Sasol
bombers” whose death sentences,
imposed in 1981, were later com-
muted to life imprisonment. His co- -
accused, David Moise and Johannes
Shabangu, are still on the island.




.. and expose
gun-running ring
supplying rifles
and pistols to
Inkatha

supporters

Weekly Mail lnvosflg'atidns Team

HE Weekly Mailhas bought
an AK-47 andexposedan
extensive and sophisticated
arms sales network supply-
ing Inkathamembers on the
EastRand. |

~ The networkruns from Komatipoortto
EastRand townshlps and hostels and sup-
plies AK-47s, shotguns, Makarov pistols
andScorpion sub-machine pistols.
~ It’seasyto getanAK-47 inthe townships
@To PAGE 2
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“a ong as you’ve got money,
eekly Mail was told as this deadly

weapon was handed over to us this

week.. .

The AK-47 was bought for R1 500
The only condition was that the pur-
chaser had to prove that he was not a
“comrade” and would not use it against
Inkatha. The seller is happy to give it to
any person antagonistic to the African

- National Congress — including bank -

robbers.

The deal involved training by a Mo-
zambican expert, an ordinary syitcase
to carry the gun and 30 bulietsi/al-
though many of Lhem were ‘old and
rusty.-

i “As long as you've got money,
lhere s really no problem. We have
plenty of weapons,” the seller said.

According to our source, the original

" purchase took place in an East Rand

township house. Among those in-
volved were a hostel dweller and a firm
and vociferous supporter of the Inka-
tha Freedom Party.

The Inkatha supporter, originally
from Natal, appeared to be a co-
ordinator for prospective buyers in the
township, with strong links to hostel

" dwellers. He was not shy of his Inka-

tha links: he was prepared to challenge
the rent boycott and angrily reject the
resignation of councillors even in a
shebeen surrounded by people ex-
pressing anti-Inkatha sentiments.

The hostel dweller was quieter, but
shared his friend’s beliefs. “We must
seriously fight those people who force
us not to pay rent,” he said. -

To start the deal, the purchaser had to
saythaxhewamed the gun for a robbery
and to avenge himself against com-
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Fire power from Mozambique
with love ... It's dangerous but
you too can buy an AK-47
in‘the East Rand townships if
you have enough money
—and are not a

‘comrade’

rades who had killed his father.

The agent from the hostel responded:
“You see, if you can’t protect your-
selves against the comrades, you’ll
die. It is good that you have ap-
proached us. We have AK-47s but
money is important.” -

He then said that there were “Mozam-
bican Shangaans” who supplied them
with weapons and this purchaser
would definitely be considered. The

. suppliers, he was told, were ex-

Mozambican soldiers who had once
held positions of authority in the army.
No indication was given of which army
they had belonged to in Mozambique,

but they were said to be experienced in
using weapons of war.

Some of them had medals to their
credit for outstanding service.

- It was also confirmed that when the
situation of conflict warranted it, these

men could act as field commanders,

personally directing battles. -
They said there were “others” (Mo-

zambicans) who supplied arms to the
“comrades”. There is no love lost be- -

tween the two groups of suppliers. -
Although the “Mozambicans” did ar-

rive to deliver the weapon, our source

was not able to sit down and discuss it

SA police have
‘also exposed’
gun smug'glers.

Weekly Mail Reporter
POLICE last nlght reacted to
The Weekly Mail's gun-
running exposé by announc-
ing that, since January, they
have themselves exposed
“several Weapon smuggling
networks”.

In a statement released af-
ter hearlng of The Weekly
Mail’s story, the Minister of
Law and Order, Adriaan
Viok, said the SAP had
seized large numbers of ille-
gal firearms and made sev-
eral arrests. .

Further arrests were ex-
pected shortly and suspects
will be tried in open court as
soon as posslble, the mini-
ster said. -

with them because of their tight sched-
ule around the East Rand townships. .
As the AK-47 rifle was handed over

- to the original purchaser, a stern warn-
- ing was issued: “Take this and be care-

ful about how you handle and use it. If
you are arrested and identify us to the
police, that wxll be your last day in this
world. -

“Some people take weapons and go
around the shebeens scaring people.
That i Isnot the purpose of sellmg t}us to .
you.” : i

The purchaser was then w1shed the
best of luck in his “missions”,
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. On sale for
only R1 500
... the Weekly
Mail’s AK-47,
well-used but
in excellent
condition
Photograph:
KEVIN CARTER




