- life and mb In the pursuit of the noble cause of our struggle,

FEBRUARY 11 1990,
CAPE TOWN .

SPEECH DELIVERED BY COMRADE NELSON MANDELA ON
HIS RELEASE “ Ty e

Friends, Comrades and fellow-South Africans, 1 greet you all in the
narme of peace, democracy and freedoin for all,

I stand here before you not s a prophet, but as & humble gervany of

you the people. Your tiréless and heroic scrifices have made it

pcassi‘ole for me to be here tod ay - | therefore place the remainin g
years of my lfe In your hands. ' '

Op this day of my velease, I extend my sincere and warrnest
gratitude to the miilions of my compatriots and those in every corne
of the globe who have campaigned tirelessly for my release.

] extend spec}ai greetings o the people of Cape Town, the city which
has been my home for three decades. Yous mass marches and bthes

- forms of struggle have served as a constant source of strengh to all

political prisoners.

| saiute our President, Conrade Oliver Tambo, {or leading the ANC
even under the most difficult elrcumstarices.

] salute the rank and file members of the ANC. You have sacrificed

| salute combatants of Umkhonto we Sizwe, like Solomon Mahlangu
and Ashley Kriel who have paid the ultimate price for the frcedom of
all South Africans. | e

} salute the South African Communist Pariy for its sterling
contribution to the struggle for democracy. You have survived forty
vears of unrelentlng persecution, The memory of great conununists
{ike Moses Kotane, Yusuf Wadoo, Brahm Flscher and Moses
Mabhida will he ¢herished for generations to come .

I salute General Secrelery Joe Slove - one of oury finest patriots. We
are heartened by the fact that the alllance between ourselves and the
Parly remaing as sfrong as it always was.

Y
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[ sadute the the Unlted Democratic Front, Cosehy, the Natonal
Education Crisis Committee, the South African Youth Congreas, the
Trersvaal and Natal Indlan Congresses and the many other
Sformations of the Mass Dernocratic Movement.

I also saltite the Black Sash and the National Union of South African

Students. We note with pride that you have acted as the conscience

of white South Afticans, Even during the darkest cays in the history

of our struggle you held the flag of liberty high. The large stale mass

mobilisation of the pastfew years I oneé ¢f the key factoys which led
~ to the opening of the final chapter of our struggle.

~Textend my greetings to the working class of our country, Your
organised strength s the pride of our movement. You 1etnaln the
ragst de{.)endab e force Inthe struggle to end exploltation and
oppression. - ' '

campalgn for justice forwarad when the organisations of our people

1 pay tribute to the many relyc:*@ cornundties who carried the
wore ellenced. |

I greet the traditional leaders of our country. Many among you
continue to walk in the foofsteps of great heroes like [Hintsa end
Sekhukuni. '

Tpay tribute to the endless heroism of the youth. You the young Hons
have energised our entire struggle.

Ipay tribute to the mothers end wives and sisters of our nation. You

- are the rock-hard foundation of our struggle. Aparihiel@ has {nflicted
more pain oa you than onanyone els¢y '

On this occasion, we thank the woria corrununity for their great
confribution to the anti-apartheid stru g}ie.-. Without your support
our struggle would not have reached this advanced stage;' \Q
sacrifices of the Frontline States will be remembered by South
Africans forever.

M}f salutations will be incomplete without expyressin my deep
, / sopon, i o
appreciatlon for the ¢f ('Erigth Eiven {0 me o qum%; my Ong and vn(:“}y

years in prison by my beloved wife and farmdly, I am convinced that
yOuT pain 61!5’ suffering was far greater than my own.
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Refore I go any further, I wish to make the point that Lintend meking
only a few prelimdnary corunents at ihis slege. 1 will mnake anore
complete staternent only afier I have had the opportunity to consvls
‘with my comrades. ' ‘
Today the m?oﬁt-y of Soutn Africens, black and while, recognise
that apartheid has 1:0 future. It has to be ended by our own decisive
mass action In ordey to bulld peacz and recurity. The fivass carnpaigns
of defiance and other actions of sur organisations and people can
only culminate in the establishimen| of democragy, The apartheid
destruction on our subcontinent Is Incalculable. The fabric of fanuily
life of millions of my people has been shattered. Milllons are
homeless and unemployed, Our economy lies In ruins, And our
people are embrolied in political atrife. Our resort to the armed
struggie in 1960 with the formation of the military wing of the ANC,
Umkhonto we Siawe, was a purely defensive action against the
violerce of apartheld. The factors which necessitated the armed
struggle still exdst today, We have no option but to ¢ontinue,

We express the hope that a climate conducive to a negotiated
settlernent would be created soon so that there may noJonger be the

- need for the armed struggle.

I em & Joyal and disciplined member of tha Africen Nations!
Congress. I am theretore in full agreement with all of its objectives,
strategies and tactics. -

The need tO unite the people of our couniry 1s as Important a tasx
now es it alweays nas been, No individual ﬁeaderis a{ble (O take on
these entrraous tasks on his own. It is our task as Jeaders {0 place
our views before pur organisation and to alow the demogratic
siructures to dedde on the way forward.

Ornthe question of demaa‘ctic’ practice 1 fge’ dutybound 4o make the
polnt that a leader of the movement ic a person who hes been
democratically elected at a national conference. This is a principle
which must be upheld without any exceptions.

Tcada*{l wish to report {0 you that oy tatks with the Goverranent
nave been almed at normalising the political situation in the country.
We have not as yet begun discussing the besic dernands of our
ptruggle.
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I wish to s{ress that | myselfhﬁd.at no time entered into negotiations
about the future of our courntry, exeept to insists on a mecting
between the ANC and the government, e ey

Mr De Klerk has gong further than any other Netionalist president
in taking real steps to .o matise the sitvaticon. However, there are
furiher steps as outlined in the Harare Declaration that have to be
met before negotlations on the besic demands of ovr pecile can
begin. f

I relterate our call for, inter alia, the innmediate enddng of the State
of Emergency and the freeing of all and not only some politicel
prisoners. -' ' .

Orly such a normialised sitnation which allows for frég political
activity can allow us to consult our people in order to oblain a
mandate, '

The people need to be consulted on who will negotiate and on the
content of such négotiations. Negotiations cannot teke place above
the heads or behind the backs of our pe%ple. It is our belief that the
future of our country can only be determined by a body wich is
dernocratically elected on a non-raclal basis. Negotiations on the
dipmanting of apartheld will heve to address the overwhelming
demands of our people of a democratic, noneracial, and unitary
South Africa. There must be an end to white monopoiy on political
vower and @ fundarmental restructuring of our political and
economic eystems to ensure that the Inequalities of apartheid are |
addressed and our society thoroughly democratised.

. It must be added that Mr De Klerk hiraself is a man of Integrity who
- is acutely awarg of tha dangers of a public figure not honouring his
undertakings, But as an organisation; we bage ow pcrlic{ and strategy
ot the harsh reality we are faced with. And this reality Is that we are
still suffering under the policies of the Nationalist government,

Our st %§1e hag reached a decisive moment. We ¢call en our people
to seize this rnoment so that the process towards democracy 1s yapld
and uniterrupted. We have waited oo Jong for our freedor. We can
wait no longer.
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Now }s the time 10 intensify the struggle on all fronts. To relax our
efforts now would be & mistake whiga generations to come will not
beabletolorgive, ™ =" o~ TR Tt e o

The sight of freedom lbomS.h'g'm‘i‘ the horizon shouwld encourage us to
redouble our efforts. - -

It is only through diseiplined mats aciion that our victory can be

we call on our white compatriots to join u$ in the shaplog of a new
South Africa. The freedons movernent is a political home tor you teo.
We call on the international cornmunity to continue the campalgn to
isolate the apartheld regime. To lift sactions now would be 1o run
the risk of aborting the process towards the complete eradication of
apartheid. *

Our march to freedom is Irreversible. We must not allow fear to
stand in our way. Unjversal suffrage ox a common voters' roll ina
undted, democratic and non-racial gcuth Africa is the only way to
peace and racial harmony. ' S

In conclusion I wish to quote my own words during my trial in 1964,
They are & true today as they were then: - -

"I have fought against white domination, and I have fought against
black domination. I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free
soclely in which all persons live together in hermony and with equa!
opportunities. It is an ideal which Thope to live for and to achieve
But {f needs be, it {3 an {deal for which T am prepared to dle” '

- _ End
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AT0702¢%CE MANDEL A iF‘E'ESS‘ CONFERUENCE

CAFE TOWN, 12 FEB {(ANO) - THE AFRICAN NATIOMNAL CONGRESS (ANC) WAS
VEEY HUCH CONGFREND OVER THE QUESTION OF WHITE FEARS FGR BLADH "
POMINATION, MR NELSON MANDELA TOLD AN INTLENATIONAL PRESS CONFERENCE
IN CAFE TOWN MONDAY MHORNING, '

ADDREGEZING ABOUYT 260 LOCAL AND FOREIGN JOURNALISIS AT EISHOME
COLRT WHICH 1§ YHL OFFICIAL RESIDENCE OF THE ANGLICAMN ARCHIISHOE OF
CARE TOWN, MR MANDELA EATDt +THE ANC WILL ADDRESS THAT FROBLEM AND
PIND A SDLUTION WHICH WILL SUIT BOTR BLACKS AND WHITES. +

ASHKED ABOUT THE ROLE HE EXFECTED TU FLAY IN COMING MORTHE, MR
MAHDELA SATIDs «MNO FERBON IN QUR CRGAMISATION HAS THE RIGHT 10
DETVERDIINE WHAT ROLE HE 1S YO FLAY IN THE STRUGGLE.

WL AFE LOYAL AND DISCIFLINED MEMBERS OF THE ORGANISATION, A4HND
TR ANC WILL DETERMINE THE ROLE I AM TO FPLAY,

" +17 IS MY INTENTION TO GO TO LUSAKA AT THE EARLIESY CRPORIUNITY
SHD THEY (THE EXILED ANC) WILL TELL ME WHAY ROLE 1 SHALL FLAY ., 4

MR HANDELA WHO WAR RELEAGSED TROM LIFE TMERISONEMENT SUNDAY, VAS
FLAMSED BY HIS WIFE, WINNIE, AND MR WALTER SISULL AND MIS§ Wit¥
ALEERTIMNA DURIMNG THE CONFEREWLE . ' e

ASHED WHETHER HIS CALL FOR THE CONTINUATIGN OF THE ARMID £71RUGSLE
I RIS FIREY FUBLIC BPLLCH IMN CAFE TOWN SUNDAY MIGRT WAS MOT
CONTRADICTORY TO DE KLERK’E SENYIMINIE THAT MR MANDELA WAS COMMITTIED
fUOFEALE, THE ANC {EADER SAID THERL WAS HO CONFLICT AT ALL ELI1WEEM
THE TWO FREITIONS, -

4 HAVE COMMITTED MYBELF TO A FUOSITION OF FEACFE FOR THIS COUMTRY
BUY THAT HAS BEEMN FART AND FARCEL OF THE ANC’S CAMPAIGNS.

A THERE 15 HO FOLITICAL CREANICATION 1NSIDE UR OUTSIDE FAKLIAMENT
WHICH Tatl Bb COMPARED 10 THE ANC'S TOTAL COMMITMENT TG PEACE .

t Ttk ARMED STRUGGLE IS JUST A DEFENCIVE ACT AGAINST THE VICLENCE
('F AFARTHEID,+ MR MANDELA EXFLAINED,

1F THE FRETORIA GOVERNMEt GAVE “THE ANC YHI OFFCRTUNITY, 11 WOULD
Meke A FOBIEIVE CONTRIBUTION TOWARDLS FEACE, MR MANDELA SAID THAT WE
nAU RAD HARY DISCUESSIQHS WITH 1HE GUVERMNMENT OVER THE PAST THREE
VEARS . :

THESE DISCUSSIONE WHICH HAD INVOLVED SEVLERAL MEMEBERE OF THNE
CABINET AND THE TuwD STATE FRESIDENIS (THUS INCLUDING FORMER PRESIDENT
P, BOTHA) WERE COMCERNED WITH TWO CQUESTIONS.

+1HE FIRET WAS THE RELEASE OF MY COLEAGUES, COMRADE SI1SULU AND
CTHLARS FOR WHICH I HEGOTIATED WITH THE GOVERMMENT.

+THE SECOND HAS BEEN CONCERNED WI1TH & MEETLING ERETWEEN THE
CGUVERNMENT AND THE ANLC BUT TN THIS 1 HAVE FURELY ACTED AS 2
FALILITATOR IN ORDER YU BRING THESE TWO TO THE NEGOTIATING TALLE .+

AL SAID HE HAD MET THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE, MR KOBIE CUETELE,
MVBLRCUS TIMIS AND HAD SFOKEM TO DR GERRIT VILJULN FOUK TIMLS EINCE
HE TDOF OVER AS MINISTER OF COHSYITUTIONAL DEVELOPHMENT IN EECTEMELR
LAST YEAR,
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AEVED WHETHER HE THOUGHTY HIS DLFINITION OF & HORMALYISED SITUATION
TH EOUTH AFRICA WAS THE SAME AS TUAT OF DL KLERK, HE SAJD: <1 HAVE KO
DOUET WE ARE TALKING ABOUY THE SAME THING. BU! 1F HE KEBGARDS THE
STEFG TAKEN SO0 FAR AS BEING SUFFICIENT HOK. THE NURMALISATION OF THE
COUNTRY T DIFFER WITH HIM.¢ -

Ht ETRESSED THAY THE STATE OF LrthuENrY HAD TU EE LIFThD IN 118
ENTIRETY AND ALL FOLITICAL FRISONERE RELEALED.

+ONCE THESE CESTACLES ARE REMOVED WE WILL BE ENTITLED 10 SAY THE
CATUATIOGN HMAS PEEN HOEMALISED. ¢

THE AND LEADER SBAID HE EELIEVFP THL FIRET 1LF 10 A SOLUTION 10
FOUTH AFRICAYE POLITICAL FROBLEMS WAS A MLEY )L bL1wEEN Pﬁtiﬁhlﬁ A
THE ANC,

MOW THAT HE WAS RELEASED 1T WatS UP THE ANC TO DETERHINL qui.
SHEULD HAFFEN._

HE ALSD FOINTED QUT THAY THE ANC HﬁD CALLED ON IHE LEADFRE OF THL
HOMELANDE TO JOIN THE STRUGGLE AND HE BELIEVED THIE WAS THE CORRECT
oL ILY

ASHKED ABOUT HIS FOSSIBLE ROLE IN ERINGING ABROUT RECONCIVLIATION
WITH CRGANISATIONS SUCH AS THE INKATHA ZULY TRIBAL MOVEMINT OF CHIEF
HANGOEUTHU BUTHELEZI AND THEL FAN AFRICANISY CONGRESS (PAL), HE SA]D
ol BIHBLE FERSON COULD UNDERTAKD SUCH AN ENORMOUS TASYK.

«17 18 THE DUTY OF 1THL +UL1T1CAL ODRGANISATIONS, PARTICULARLY TMF
AMT Yy TO DEYERMINE IH WHAY WAaY VE CAN INCREASE THE HuHEN?UH OF UNITY
SHONGET BLACK OURGBANISATIONS ~ AN THEY GIVE ME INSTRUCTIONS. 4

ME MANDELA EAID WIS FEREONAL RELATIONSHIP W1TM CHILEF BUTHELEZ]
EHOULD BE 44 MAYTER OF NO CONCERN+.

+Wt MAVE DIFFEREHNCEES WITH DR RUTHLILEZ)Y Ot THE QUESTIOMN OF THE UEE
OF VIOLEKCE, ON ATTITUDES 10U CGOVERMNMENY STRUCTURES, ON THF 6L ST10N
COF SANCTIONS. THESE ARE FUNDAMENTAL DYFSERFNCES. hFVEHTHLLtSE HE IE A
PIGURY WITH A FRLLOWING.4 | = .

MR MANDELA EBAID THAT AL THE FROBLTME THAT EANCTIONS HAD AIMED AN
SOLVING WERE STILL THEREL ., | -

«NODTHING HAS CHANGED. THL DIMAND IN YHIE COUNTKY 1S FOR A
MOH-RACTAL BOCIETY. 17V 16 E1lLL TOO EARLY FOR ANYONE TO CALL FOR A
LIFTING OF BANCTIOHNS. 4 ' _

HOWEVER, THE ANT WOULD SETZE THE EARLIEST OFPORTUNITY OF SETTLING
FRORLFMS.,

HE SA1D: +WHITES ARE FELLOW BOUTH AFRICANS. WE WANT THEM 10
L SAVE AND THAT WE AFFRECIATE TWHE CG”TF\]EJTIQ” THEY HA'V;:. MALL TG0
TS COUMHTIRY, ¢
_ HE WOULD NOT LIKE Y0 GO INTO SFECIFICE OM GUARANTEES FOR WHITLS
TEAET MIGHT EBL H‘n._t.“‘?FOFﬁTL[ IN A REW LONSTITUTION.
. +EHIIT TMIS 18 A hhTTER WHICH 16 REGARDED A% EXTEMELY IMFORTANT EY
THE ANC .+ 5

THE ARC wouL D DEC:?. Dt ON STRUCTURES FOR GUARANTEES WHEMN THIE 1IMTD
CAME FOR THI8 QUESTION 10 KE ADDRESSED,

HME SAID HE HAD Hﬂ* MODIFIED HIS VIEWS ON THE REDISTRIBUNIGN OF
WE AL TH, :
+HMY VIEWS ARE IDERYTICAL WITH TH? AC, THE QUEETION OF
HETYONAL TSATION OF MINES IS5 A FHH££PEN1AL POLICY OF THE ANC., 1
CECIEVE THE aRC IS QUiTE CORRECT IN THIS ATYITULDE AND WE SHIULL
SUBFORY 11,4

REFERRING TO RELAYIGHNE WITH OTHER AFRICAN STATES, MR MANDELA SALL
EOUTH AFRICA WAS A VERY IMFURTART COUMIRY.

+1f THERE ]S AN INTERNAL SOLUTION SOUTH AFRICA WILL FLAY A MAJUR
HULE 1oy FROMOTIMNG DEVFLOFPMEMNTS IN VARIGUS FIELDE (IN AFRICA) WHICH
FEUHAI&E IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 1M THAY €OME CGF THE PROBLENMS ARD F AR
FEEVOND THE RESOURCES OF SYATEEIN AFRICA.«
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HE BIELIEVED RELATIONS BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND THE REGT OF AFRICA
WOULD BE IHFROVED IF AN INTERNAL BETTLEMENT WAE REACKED.

ASKED TO CLEAR UP THE BITUATION REGARDING ALLEGATIONS THAT HF
et A MEMBER OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST FAKRTY (SACF), MK MARDELA
ct10: +1 HAVE EXFLAINED OUR RELATICHSRIP WITH THE COMMUNIGT TARTY, 1T
HAS BEEN WORKING WITH US (AMNC) ESINCE THE FARLY 192076 AND THEIR

IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVE I8 THE SAME AL OURE, SO CO~UPFRATION T& ONLY

NATURAL . |
+WHAT MY INDIVIDUAL VIEWE ARE 18 A FIRSOMNAL MATTER,+ HE SAID,
JEUT LEY ME SAY I EBELONG T0 NO DTHER OGRGANTEATION APART FROM THE
ANC+, ‘ -
ASYED AROUT AN INVITATION FROM MRS MARBARET THATCHER TO VIS11 HER,
ME 541D THIS WAE A +VERY IHMFORYANT INVITATION« AND COULD ROT B
TREATED LIGHTLY., HOWLVER, HE WOULD HAVE TO KF ADVICED ON THF MATTER
EY THE ANC LEADERSHIP IN LUSAKAL
HE FELT THAT HE WOULD L IKE TO MAVE HISE FIRST INTERNATIONAL VIBIS
10 COUNTRIES SUCH AS IMDRIA WMICH HAD EURPORTID THE LIDLRATION
ETHRUGOLE VERY STRONGLY.
¢INDIA WAE THE VERY FIRST COUNTRY AT THE UNITED NATIONE 10 CALL
Ot ACTION AGAINST S8OUH AFRICA BECAULL OF ITS RACIAL POLICIER A
HOWEVER, AL OF THESE THINGS WERE JN THE HANDE OF THE ANC. 1THEY
WOULD FLAN WHAY TRIFS HE EROULD UMDERTAKE ALTHOUGH HE HAD WO DOUBY
THAT THDIA WOULD RE AMONG THE FIREI] COUNTKIES TQ BE VICITED.
ENDEY '
DC/JILII
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