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Friends, Comrades and femowamxth Africans, l greet you. an in the
name of peace, democracy and freedom for an.

I stand here before you not as a prophét/bm as a humble servant of
you the people. Ycur tireless and heroic ‘ecrlf‘ices have made it
possible. for me to be here tad ay ~ I therefore place the remaking
years of my life in your hemds.

On ibis day of my release, I extend my sincere and Warmési
gratitude to the minions of my ccimpatriots and those in every cormu'
of the globe who have campaigned tirelessly for my release.

I extend special greetln s to the people of Capé Tomi, thé cit rwhich
has been my home fort ee decades! Your masg marches an Other

. fam-xs of struggle Bave served as a constant source of strengh to all
political prisoners.

l aahzte our President, Camrade Oiiver Tambo, for ieadmg the ANC
even under the‘mo’st difficult ckcumsiames.

} saiuté theram}: and me member's of the. ANC. You havclsacriflccd
life and limb in the] pursuit of the noble cause of our struggle.

and Ashby K1181 who have paid the ultimaie price fer the ffc’cdc‘mx M

all South Africans. - , .

5 salute Ehe Scuth Airman Conm‘mhist Pariy for its Sferh’ng
contribution to the struggle for denmracy. You have survived {my »
vcars o! umelemmg ez'secution, The memory of great conmxumsis
11kg Ex'iosss Kotane‘, \ usuf Dadoo, Brafmn Fischer and Meses
Mab‘nida Wm be cherished for generafiom to come.

I salute General Secretary Joe Slave - one of our finest patriots. We
are heartened by the fact that the alliance between cmselves and the
Party rei'naings as strong as it always was.
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I same the the United Democratic Frcmt, (imam, the Nat‘lenal
Education Crisis Committee, the South African Youth C'Oz'agz‘é'gs, the
Transvaal and Natal Indian Congresses and the many other
formations of the Mass Dermcratic Mo‘wm‘mnt.

I also salute the Black Sash and the Natmnal Um‘On of South African

Students. We note with pride that you have acted as the mmszcieme
of white South Africans; Even during the darkest days in the history
of our struggle yeu held the flag of liberty high. The large scale mass;
mobilisation of the past few years is (me of the key {adore which led
to. the Opening of the flnal-chapter of om struggle.

' I extend my greetin s to the wmldng class of Our country. Yow
organised siren th as the pride of our movement. You remain the

mgst deFendab 9 force in the struggle to and exploitation and
oppress on. - , - '

I pay tribute to the many religious cormnunizies who carried the
cm ‘xpaifm for justice forwar whan the Organisations of our people
were 01 enced. ' _ - . ( '- '

I gréet the tradition! leaders of our country. Mimi: among you
continue ta) wedk in the footsteys of great heroes 1i 9 I-Imtesa and
Sekhukuni.

I pay tn’but‘e to thé endless heroism of the youth. You the young lions
have energised our entire struggle.

‘ i'pay tribute to themothérs and wives and sisters of our nation, You
are the rock-hard foundation of our s-tmggie,’ Aparuxeld-has bfljcted
more mm on yOu {him on anyone else

On this occasim'x, we thank 'mé wcqid cm'm‘nunjty for than 3:52:
cgntribution t0 the anti-apartheid 5m: ‘16-.‘5’x’ifl‘30t1‘; your SL1 port
Our struggle w0u1d not have reached fins advanced stage; ' \e
Sacrfiices of the Fromline Siaies Wm be remembered by South
Africans forever.

My saluiations win be incompiete without expressin my deg]:—

appreciatton for the. sirength given to me d. mm? my ?onlg and and);
years in prison by my baoved wife and family. am convinced that
yrmr pain (mg suffering was: far greater than my own.
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B&fore I go any further, I Wish f0 marge: the? point that I iniand making
only a few prelin'dnary comments a? Hate mega. Iwm make» a mom.
complete statement only afierl have had the opportm'fity to consult
with my crmn'ades.

Today the myofity 0f South African; 17122:}: and while, r960 31388
that aparthei has 1:0 future. It has to be ended by our own aefisive
mass actmn in order to build peace and accurfity. The mass campaigns
0.‘ defiance Sand Other actions of 0122‘ organisations and people can '
only cuh’ninaie in the. eaia‘cflishmem 0f :fiemcscrac . The- apartheid
destruction on our subcontinent is mcalcu‘m‘ole. he fabric of fanmy
life of millions of my pauplc has been shaucrcd. Minions are
homeiess and unemployed. Our econom lies in ruins. And our
peopie are embroi‘xed in political strife. ur resort to the armed
5% rg‘m in 1960 with the formation of the nmjfary wing of the ANC,
Ur: "nonro we Sizwe, was a purely defensive action a ainst the
violence of apartheid. The factors \xrhic‘h necessitated e armed
struggle 92111 exist today. We have no option but to coxxt'mue.
We eXpres-s the ho e that a climate conducive to a negotiated
Settlement would 9 created soon so that mere may no longer be the

¢ need for the armed struggle.

i am a loyal and disch lined member of the African Nations}
Congress, I am there ore in full ageement with all Of its Objectives,
strategies and tactics.

The need to unite the peeple of our COUnir 'is as immuant a task
now as it aways has been, No mdividual éaderis a‘ble to wk? on
these enormous tasks on his mm. 21- is our task ans leaders to place -
our views before our or ardeation and :0 anew the democmtic
structures io’dedde om ‘6 way fomard,

Outing question of democratic} practice. I 4w dutyboundm make {he
point that a ieader of the msvement is, a person who has been
democraticafiy elected atva-national cmaference. This is a principle
which misfit be upheld without any exceptions.

Today wish to repOrt to you. that my talks with the Government
have - een aimed at normalisixug the poiitical situation in the country.
We have not as yet begun discussing :he bask: demands of our

struggle.  
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I wish t0 stress that I myselfhad. at no time entered into negotiations
about the future of our country, except to insisison a 1 ,eefi‘ng
between the ANC and the government. v - '

' Mr De Klerk has gone further than any other Nationalist resident
in taking real steps to normah‘se the situaéioza. However, 1 me. are
further steps as Outlined 1n the Harare fleclarat-ion that have to be
met before negotiations on the 13310 demands of our, people. can
begin. '

{reiterate our call for, inter aiia, the immediate ending of the State

of Emergency and the freeing of all and‘not only some political
prisoners. " ' .

Only such a homxmised situation Which anuws for free political
activity can aiiow us to ponsult our peophe in orde: to obtam a
mandate.

The- pwpie need to be consulted on who Wm négotiate and omhe
content of such né otiadons. Negotiations cannot fake lace above
the heads or behm the backs of our pee 19. It is our be cf that the
fix hue of our country can only be detem' med by a body wich is
democratically elected ,n a non’racsal basis. Negotiations on the
dmmantfinr of apartheid wi‘sl haw; to address the ovem’helnm‘m
demands 0 our people of a democratic, ncm-ra dad, and unitary

South Africa. There must be an end to white; monopoiy on polifical
power and a fundamental resiructurlng of our politiCa1 and '
economic systems to ensure than the inequalities of apartheid are .
addressed and our society thoroughly den'zocratisea.

‘ It must beradded that Mr De Her}: E‘dmecif ii: a man of integrity who

7 £9 acuieh awaras of the dangers of a public figure not honouring his
underm "n 3. But as an organisation we base our palic and sirategy
on the harsn reality we are faced with. And this reality 8 that we are.
5m} suffering under thé policies of the Nationalist gavemmem.

Our atmaze has reached a decisive moment. We can on our .E-Ople
to seize i s moment so that the process towards democracy 3 rapid
and mfiterwpied. We have waned too )cmg for our Ireedorn. We Can
wait no longer.  
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Now is the timew intensify thesau gle on all fronts. ‘I‘o rem our
efforts now would be a mistake Whig) 8'9 nex‘ations to come Wm nor:

be able to forgive. ' - ,, " ' "' - ' '

The ES ht offréedom 160111513561; the horizon should encourage us to
redou le our efforts. -

it is on] through disciplined mms action that om; victory can be

assure -. ‘

we can on Our whites companion;- rejoin us in the shaping, Ofa new
South Africa. The freedom movement is a political home for you too.
We ca“ cm the international comrmmity to continue the campaign to
isolate the a artheid regime. To 11ft ‘sactions now would be to run
the risk of agortmg the process towards thercomplete eradication of
apartheid. ,

Our march to freedom is irreversible. Wemust not allow fear to
stand in our way. Universal suffra e on a common voters‘ mi) in a
”m?ed, democratic and non-racial outh Africa is the only way to
peace and racial harmony. ,

In conclusion 1 wish :0 qucite my own words during, my tried in 1964.
They are as true today as they were then:
v1 have fought against white domination, and I have foughtagainst
black dominasion. I have cherished the Idea} of a democratic and {m
socéeiy irx which all persons live m?ether in harmony and With equal
opportunwes. It is an idea] which hope to live for and to achieve.
But 1: needs be, it is an ideal for which X am prepared to die.”_

End
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A70702¢0t MANDELA:FRESS COHFIRENCE

CAFE wfiwn. 12 FE? (AND) - XHE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) wAS
VEfiT MUCH CQNQFREHD OVER THE 0U£STIDH 0F HHITE FEARS FOR BLACK
EDMIHAYIOH, MR HELSOM'MANDELA TOLD AN 1N1LHHA710NAL PRESS COHFLHLNCL
IN CAPE Town NDNDAY MORNING.

ADDRESSING R&DUT 260 LOCAL AND FOREIGN JUURNALISTS AT BISHOPS
COURT wHICH 18 YHE OFF}CJAL RESIDENCE OF THE AHGLICAH ARCHPJSHDP 0F
CAPE Yawn, MR HAHDELA'SAID: +THE ANC uILL ADDRESS THAT PROBLEM AND
FIND A SOLUTION wHICH szL SUI! BDTH fiLAtKS AND NH!1£S.+

ASKED ABOUT THE ROLE HE ExPECTfD TO PLAY IN COMING HUNIHS, MR
MAHDELA SAID: +HO FERBUN IN OUR URGANISA110N HAS THE RIGH1 1U
DSYERHIN{ NHAT ROLE HE IS 10 PLAY IN THE SIHUGGLE.

+HE ARE LOVAL AND DISCIPLINED NtHEtRS OF THE URGANISATIUH, AND
THE ANC HILL DETERMINE THE RDLE I AM TO PLAY.

. +1? 15 HY INTENTION TO GO TO LUBAKA AT THE EARLIEST UPPORTUNIIY
AND THEY (THE EXILED ANC) WILL TELL ME wHAT HOLE I SHALL PLAY.1

HR HANDELA uHO wAB RELEASLH [non LIFE IHPRISONEMFNT SUNDAY, WAS
FLAVHED BY H18 wIFE, wINNIE, AND MR WALTER SISULU AND HIS wlri
ALEERIIHA DURING THE CUNFLREutr.

ASKED WHETHER HIS LALL FOR THE CUNTINUATIGN OF THE ARHFD STRUGGLE
1H H38 FIR51,PU5LIC BPLLCH 1H CAFE TOHN SUNDAY NIGHT wAS MDT
ECHTFADICTORY T0 DE KLEHK’E SENYIHENIS THAT NR HAHEELA HAS LOHM1113p
TO PEACE, THE AN: {EADEH SAID THERL was ND CONFLICT AT ALL BL1V£LH
1H£ Two POSITIONS.

- +£ HAVE COHHITTED MYSELF 10 A PUSITJOH 0F FEACE-FOR THIS COUNTRY
>EJ7 THA? HAS BEEN PART Aub PARCEL at THE ANC’S CANPAIGNS.

«THERE 13 n0 POL111CAL URGAH15A110H INSIDE OF OUTSXDE FAPLIAMENYHHICH Can EL cenrakturwc 7H5 AHC’S TOTAL LDMHITHEHT T0 P£AC£.
+TH; ARMED SWHUGGLE IS 3UST,A DEFEHCIVE AC? AGAINST 1HE VIOLENCE

0r AFAHTHEID,+ HR MAHDELA EXPLAINED.
IF THE PRE1081A GOVERHHEHW GAVE THE AHC THE OPPORTUN11Y, 11 wDULD

HAFE A F091} VE CUHYHXBUTIUH TDVARDS PEACE. NR flANDELA SAID THAT HE
HAS HAD MANY DISCUSSIQHS MIYH 1Hh GOVERNMENT OVER THE PAST THREE
YEARS. ;

THifiE DISCUSSIONS WHICH HAD INVOLV£D SEVLHAL MEMBERS OF THEQAEINET AND THE Two STATE PHLSID£N13 (THUS INCLUDING FORMER PRESIDENT
P.u. BDTHA) wtkh CUNCERHhD NXTH Two QUESTIONS.

¢1HE FIRST WAS THE RELEASE OF MY CULEAGUES, CUNRADF BISULU AND
GYHERS FOR wHICH I NEGOTIATED WITH THE GGVERHHEHT.

4THE SECOND HAS stn CONCERHED HITH A MEEllHG EETHEEN THE
GBVEFHHEN? AND YHE ANC BUT 3N THES 1 HAVL PUHRLY ACTED AS AFACILI7ATOR 1N QHUtH 10 BRING THESE Two 10 THE NEuDTIATING 7ABLE:+

HE SAID HE HAD NET THE HINISTER OF JUSIICE, HR KUBl£ CUETSLt,
UUHEEGUS TIMES AND HAD SPOKEN TO DR GERRI? VlLJuLN ?OUH TIMLS SINCE
HE vfior OVER AS HIHISTER 0F CONSEIYUVJOHA! DEVELOFHEHT ZN BEPTEHBEH
LAST YEAR.

 



"1
‘

9‘
;

~ F E 1;: — ‘3‘ (7: H 1:1 H 1 _|_—'. : .I'. ~24 .q _ F1 _ n

 

131:,v--1-;,.-vgg 14:4; 3 nmrw111114.11111L1umu1 .5394

—' .—. F'

.11-? -._
‘

A.E::E0 WHETHER HE 1H055Ht HIE DEEIHI110H OF A NOHNAI.IbEn SETUP.YIUH
11 SOUTH AFRICA wAE 1HE SAME AS T!AT OF DE HLEH1, HE SAID: «I HHVE H0
DHHE1 HE n=E 1AL11H5 AEDUT TH} S-AHE 1H1Hu EU! 1? HE HEGAHDS THE 1
STEFS THEEN SD FAH AS BEIH5 SUFLILIENT EDH  1HE NORMALISATIDH C‘F IHL
CUUHTH1 I DIFFEH w11H HIH. + “

HE STHESSED THAT THE STATE OF EHEHUENISY HAD TO BE LIFTED IN ITS
EH135E1Y AND ALL F01111LAL OHJSOHEHS HtlEAEED.

40HF£ THESE 0881AELES AHE HEHDVED HE HILL BE ENTITLE D 10 CAY 1H5
E}TUATIOH HAS BEEN HOHMALIS£D.+

1HE AN1: LEADER SAID HE BELIEVED THE EJRS 81LF 10 A 501U1IDN 10
EIH1H AFFIC.A’S F0111ECAL FRUBLEHS HAS A HIL11HU EE1HEEH EHE10H1A. AND
THE AHC

Nut THAT HE WAS RELEASED 1T W98 UF‘ TH£ ANC TO DETERMINI. NHA1
SHOULD HAF‘F‘EN.

HE ALSO F'OINTED OUT 1HA1 1HE AHE HA.D CAL.LED 0H 1HE LEADEM OF THE
HOHELHHDS TO JOIN THE STRUGGLE AHD HE BELIEVED THIS HAS THE CDHRECT
POLICY.

ASKED ABDUT HIS FDSSIELL ROLE IN BRINGING ABDUT RE50H5111A110H
HEEH ORGANISATIONS SUCH AS 1Hr INHATHA ZULU 1HXBAL HUVEHEH1 0E CHIEF
HHHGQSUTHU EUTHELEZI AHD 1H: FAN AERIEAHIE1 CONGRESS (PAC), HE SAID
He EIHGLE EERSDH CUUEE LHDERTA$Y SUCH AH ENORHDUS TASV .

411 IS THE Du1v 0E 1HE EuLzechE ORGANISATIONS, PAR11CU1Ar11 THF
Am-, 1n DE1ERHINE IN HHA1 HA1 1.E CAN INC:HEASE THE HuHEH1un or uu11w
HHIINGST BLACK URGANISA110NS - ANfi THEY GIVE ME INSTRUCTIDHS. 4

NF HANDEi.A SAID His IEHEUHBL HELA1IUN$HIP WITH CHIEF EU1HELEZI
SHOULD BE +5 MATTER OF NO CONCERN+.

+HE HAVE DIFFEEEHEEE HITH DH EUYHELEYI on THE QUESTION OF THE USE
OE VIOLENCE, 0H A111ruva s 15 COVERNHENY S1HUETURES 0N THE DUESTIGN

yo: SANCTIDHE. THESE ARE EunucENYAL DzEEE-HEHE EL. HEVERTHELESS HE IS A
EIGUHE HITH A FDLLDHIHG.1 _

HR MANDELA 5410 1HH1 ALL THE ?HDBLFHS 1HA1 SANDTIONS HAD AIHEU 51
SDLVJNB'NERE STILL 1HEnE.

+NOTHING HA3 CHANGED. 1HE DEMAND IN 1H15 COUNTRY IS FUH A
H;H»HACIAL BUCXETY. 11 15 H1JLL Too EARLY FOR ANYONE 10 CALL EOH H
LIFEEHG 0F_SAHCTIOHS. +

HGHEVEH, 1H5 AHE HUULD SEIZE 1HE EAHL1E51 OPPORTUH211 0r EE11E1H5
EEOBEEHS.

HE SAID : +HH11EE ARE FELLOU SOUTH AFRICANS. HE HAH1 1HEH 10
E5 E1 SAVE fi.HD THAT LE AFFREfIF.TE 1H: con15150113u THEY HAVE HALE 10
1'I53 EUUthY.<

FE ua5Ln NO: 1:1; Em 50 IHTC SFCIFICS 0H EUARAHTEES FOF HH11E5
1 H15H1 EE EHLURFOFATLL IN A Niw cons1x1u115n.

+Eu1 1Hls 15 L H¢11EH HHIC.H 1s REGAHDFD ES EXTEHE!\ JHEDH1EH1 BY
1HE AHE.

1HE AME wQULD DEC15E 0H STRUCTURES FOR GUARANTEES HHEH THE 11H:
CAHE FDR THIS QUESTION 10 BE A.DDHESSED.

HE SAID HE H.AD H511 MODIFIED H15 VIEHS ON THE HEDIE1HIBU1IEH f}?
HEAITH.

H1 VIEHE AHE ID£N1ICAL H]. H THE AHaZ. THE QUESTION or
‘IWIO'ALIHH 30H 01 H1 ti 9 15 A EUHEAHEH1AL POLICY OF THE Ant. 1
EELEEVE THE 5+: 15 QUETE CORRECT 3H 1st ATTITUDE AND HE 5HuoEu
suEPUHW 11.4

HEEEHHIHG 10 RELAYIGHE HETH OTHER AFRICAN STATES, HR HAHDELA SAID
SOUTH AFRICA HAS A VERY 1nHuH1AH1 CUUH1H1.

+1? THERE IS AN IHTEHHAL SDLUTIUH SOUTH AFRICA HILL PIAY A HAJUH
55;: JH PROMOTING DEVEEOEHEH1H 3N VARIOUS FIELDS (1N AERIEA) WHICH
EEEHEHE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 1H 1Ha1 SOHE OF THE PROBLEtS ARE FAR
EEEQHD 1HE RESOURCES 5r s1A1Eszn HIRICA.4
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HE BLLIEVhD RELATIONS BtTNEEN,SOUTH AFRICA AND THE REST 0F AFRICA

NOULD BE IHFRDVLD IF'fiN INTERNAL St’TLEMEHT HAS REACHED.

ASKED TO CLEAR UP THE FITUATIUN REGARDING ALLFGATIOHS WHAT HF

HAS A MEMBER OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY (SACPJ, 1R NANDFLA

SAID: +1 HAVE EXPLAIHED OUR RELATIONEHJP WITH 1HE COMMUNIST VERTY. IT

HAS BEEN NDRKING WITH US (ANS) SIHCI THE FARLY 1920/5 AND THE3R

"JHHEDIATE OBJECTIVE IS THE SAHE~A9 aune, so CO~0PFRATION IS UNLY

NATURAL.
4UHAT HY INDIVIDUAL VIEWS ARE 19 A P{RSUHAL MATTER,+ HE SAID,

4EUT LET ME SAY X BELGHB T0 N0 fiTHER ORGANISATION APART FRQM 1H5

ANC2+ , - '

ASHES ABUUT AN INVITATION FROM HRS HARBAREY THATCHEH TO V1311 HER,

HE SAID THIS WAS A +VERY INFORVANT INVITA1IQN§ AND COULD NOT BE

TREATED LIBHTLY. HDWEVER, HE wDULB HAVE TO BE ADVICED 0H THY HA11ER

BY THE AND LEADERSHIP 1N LUSAKA4_

HE F£LT THAT HE UDULD LIKE TO MAKE HIS FIRST INTERNATIONAL VISIWS

TD COUNTRIES SUCH AS iHDIA WHICH HAD SUPPORTFD THE LIBEHATIOH

STRUGBLE VERY STRONGLY.

+IHDIA HA8 THE VERY FIRST COUNTRY AT THE UNITED NATIONS 10 CALL

FOR ACTION AGAINST SOUVH'AfkltA B£CAU$L OF ITS RACIAL P01]C1FS.4

HONFVER, AL OF THESE THINGS HERE IN THE HANDS OF THE ANC. 1HEY

GOULD PLAN VHAT IRIPS HE SHOULD UNDERTAKi ALIHDUOH HE HAD NO DUUBT

THAT INDIfi WOULD BE AMONG THE FIRST COUNTRIES TO BE VICleD.

ENDS4 '
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