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By RAYMOND HARTLE
THE reopened Gon-
iwe inquest was ab-
ruptly adjourned
today after a dispute
over the meaning of
the secret military
signal former army
colonel Lourens du
Plessis sent to Pre-
toria.
Army counsel Anton
Mostert, SC. attempted to
put to Mr Du Plessis that he
had earlier conceded that
the signal’s reference to Mr
Goniwels ’tpermanent re-
moval from society" could
carry another meaning.
He said Mr Du Plessis
had conceded earlier today
that the signal had a mean-
ing other than that Mr Gon-
iwe, his brother, Mbulelo,
’BEEHEM Fights qhnuld
Mr Justice Zietsman s ’
a d
that Mr Du Plessis had
made the concession while
being presented with a hy-
pothetical situation
Mostert. by Mr
Mr Mostert said the issue
was such a crucial on
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ther Gen Van Rensburg
could have helped in secur-
ing Mr Goniwels detention
if it was suggested this was
the reason for the signal.
Mr Du Plessis said he
doubted this.
The former army officer
insisted that the term uget
rid of" was a veiled death
sentence.
Mr Mostert referred to
several documents from
meetings of joint manage
ment committees in var-
ious cities which referred
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to the removal of identified
radicals from black town-
ships.
Mr Mostert said these
references were not an in-
struction to kill.
Colonel Du Plessis said
he agreed, but as far as he
was concerned uperma-
nent" was irrevocable
Asked by Mr Justice
Zietsman about the words
on the signal he sent to Pre-
toria calling for the perma-
nent removal from society
of Cradock activists Mat-
thew Gomwe, Mbelelo Gon-
iwe and Fort Calata, he
said it meant the men
should he killed.
Judge Zietsman asked
whether, if it had been in-
tended that Matthew Gon-
iwe should only be de-
tained, an approach would
have been made to Briga-
dier Johannes van



Rensburg, who had been
seconded from the SADF to
the State Security Council.
Col Du Plessis replied
that in 1985 it was not possi-
ble to detain people for an:
lengthy period and deten
tions were the work of tht
security police.
Judge Zietsman: I
Brigadier (Joffel) van de
Westhuizen wanted him de
tained for a long time
would he have contacte’
Brigadier van Rensburg?
Col Du Plessis said Ge:
Van der Westhuizen haw
told him Brig Va;
Rensburg would help to ge
rid of Goniwe.
(Proceeding)


