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APPENDI X A: MATERI ALS ON THE ASSOCI ATI ON OF AMERI CAN PUBLI SHERS' EFFORTS TO
RE- ENTER THE APARTHEI D ECONOWY

1. Press rel ease announcing AAP trip to South Africa. May 1989.

2. Letter fromlibrary activist EJ. Josey encouraging pursuit of the
AAP report and stories planted in the press in support of it.

3. NI Lines story in support of the AAP report.

4. Damaging article by AAP agent Robert Wedgeworth in the influential
Chroni cl e of H gher Education, obviously revanped in |ight of

Cde Mandel a’ s rel ease.

5. Editorial printed by the NYTinmes, again giving the attenpts to break
the boycott w de exposure.

6. Position paper of the Progressive Librarians Guild on the AAP affair.
PLG has been | eading the fight against the AAP and its agents, and has
consi stently consulted the ANC office in New York for advice.



Col umbi a University in the Gty of New York I New York. N'Y. 10027

SCHOOL OF LBHARY SERV' CE 51b Built! Lbrlry

OMCO 0' the Donn 212/230-2292

Avail ability of Educational Material: in South Africa

Robert Hedgeworth, Dean, School of Library Service, Colunbia University
and Lisa Drew, Vice-President and Senior Editor, WIIiam Mrrow & Conpany,
Inc. will conduct a surVey of the availability of educational materials to
support research and study in South Africa from May 18 - May 28, 1989.
Sponsored by the Association of Anerican Publishers the visit to SouUnh
Africa will include visits to schools, universities and public libraries
as well as interviews with educators, politicians, publishers, librarians
nd’ others. The cities to be visited are Johannesburg, Pretoria and Cape
Town.

Al t hough educational materials have been exenpted fromthe current
econom ¢ boycott legislation in the 0.3. Congress, nobst Anerican
publ i shers have stopped sendihg than to South Africa. It 13 not clear
what opinions South Africans hold on the question or what alternative
sources for these materials, if any, are being used.

:0...

F... gec--_1

A suggestion has been made and supported by 0.5. publishers that profits
fromsales to South Africa mght be placed in a trust fund to support
schol arships or other aid to black South Africans.

Fbr further information contact R Wdgeworth, 212-85u-2292



Uni vetsity of Pittsburgh

SCHOOL OF LI BRARY AND | NFORMATI ON SCI ENCE

Decenber 4, 1989

M.- Joseph D. Reilly

10 Harvey Road

W ndsor, CT 06095

Dear Joe:

Encl osed you will frmd a xerox copy of a news article fromthe New York Tines

whi ch was obvi ously generated by Bob Wedgeworth and the W Iiam Morrow Publishing
Conpany regarding the trip to South Africa. Wuld you kindly look into this fiasco and fa
| se

report.

Unfortunately | will not be able to attend the neeting in New York on Saturday,
Decenmber 9th, because |am speaking at the University of Ri chnond on the evening of the
8th and my flight will not get me back to Pittsburgh in tinme.

| do plan to join you and your coll eagues another tinme to forge a positive socia
responsibility unit for the Northeast that is |ong overdue. G ve ny best regards to ny
col | eagues at the neeting.

Wth all best w shes.

Very truly yours,

n

encl osure

PS. | think the New York Tines article was published in preparation for the | FLA Exec
Board Meeting. .71. 445 4 W. 71,. L; Q (L; N? peibefK
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| cum Arum uni versity students. faculty

menbers. and |ibrarians have been systenati -

enlly deprived of access to vital sources of in-

_laws. internal security laws. and the current State of

Ener gency enpower the governnent to prohibit the

possessi on of certain kinds of publications. ban the

publ i cations of organiutions such as the African Na-

tional Conyess. and even ban interviews or other con-

tacts with individual authors whose witings are con-

sidered inimeal to the security of the state.

Despite exenpti ons negotiated by university hhrari -

ans in the past that have allowed libraries to acquire

| banned publications and make them available to quali -

lied users under special conditions. books. journals.

endodi er mat eri al sdeal | nswi t hhr oedar easof Sout ht

African wci etyeespecially fromthe perspective of the

I rity black popul ation-sinply are unavailable to

university students and faculty nenbers. Indeed. it is

not unknown for postgraduate students and faculty

advisers to be p’'ven perm ssion to use banned nateria

for a thesis. only to have the thesis 'Iself banned from

publication for quoting fromsuch materi al

Unfortunately. the United States in recent years has

exacerbated this isolation of South African faculty
nmenbers and students fromthe | bw of schol arship and

intellectual life. The econom c sanctions inmposed on

South Africa by the Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986 have

pronpted a cultural boycott that has | ed Ameriean pub-

i shers and booksellers to refuse to sell or ship hooks

and ot her educational naterials to customers in South

Afri ca.

Even with the rel ease of Nel son Mandela frompris-

on and other recent sips oflibenlintion hy the South

African govemrment. the United States and its citizens

nmust continue to press South Atria toward the devel -

opnent ol " asoci etyi nwhi chal l eiti zensareal | owed to

achieve their potential. But at the ante tine. we should

reaf fi rm unequi vocally that Anmericans recoytize the

val ueot’ aecesst oi nf omat i onandi deasJepr dl eesof

their origin. as a hindanental hunman right. Anerican

academ cs should work for i medi ate passage of

amendnment s proposed by Rep. Romd V. Dell uns.

Denner uof Cal Kor nht ot heAnti - Apart hei d Actt hat

nterials fromeconom c sanctions. Academ es shoul d

ur get upportersot’theatltunl boyeotttoaeceptthis

i mportant nodi heati on.

dons, including panphlets -and | eanets. that were

banned over the past several dentin. because they

have di sappeared fromthe nmarket.

For all but the largest South African publishers. the

penalties for violating the censorship | aws have had a

chilling effect on the selection of works to be published.

For exanple, a specific issue of ajoumal nornally sold

on newsstands can be banned alter it is published. with

the publisher required to retrieve all unsold copies at its

own expense.

These and related limtations on research and study

at South African universities were brought to ny atten-

tion quite dramatically | ast year during an intensive |O0-

day trip to Cape Town. Pretoria. and Johannesburg.

" | hepur poseof my visit.togetherw thLi saDrew. vice.

presi dent of WIIiam Morrow and Conpany. was to

i nvestigate the effects of the refusal by many U S

publishers to ship books there. he m ssion was spark

soredjointly by the Association of Anmeriean Publish-

ers and the Fund for Free Expression. an internationa

human-ri ght s organi zati on.

lhe refusal to ship books began foll ow ng passage of

the Ant hApartheid Act. when several libraries. schoo

districts. and auderni c organi nti ons-expreesina a

belief that further action was needed to isolate South



Africa-promted a cultural boycott of the country.

U. S. publishers and booksellers were threatened with
the | oss of substantial donestic accounts if they contin-
ued to sell books and other edueational nmaterials to
custonmers in South Atriei. Sone were asked to sign

pl edges agreeing not to do business there. The i medi -
ate result was that those publishers and booksellers
wi t h business operations in South Africa sold themto

| ocal bnyer sat bar ui npri ees. whi |l eothers. w th-

t here.

Such restrictions on the free exchange and dissenti -
nati on of information and ideas are contrary to the
basic policiee and traditions of U S. publishers. educa-
tional institutions. and cultural npuintions. To ap-
preci ate this.one needohl yeonsi derwhatt hereecti on
inthe United States woul d have been if the government
of Sout hAf ri cahadi nsti nt edapnenl hanonpubl i ee-

tions fromthe United States. Coopeuman Del |l uns
econom ¢ boycott shoul d excl ude books. edueltiona
material s. and nedical supplies. but many supporter:

of the boycott remain anbival ent. perhaps fearing that
any anmendnent could tend to weaken the overall hoy-
eott strategy.-

n uonmou: rurucxnons onhe United

States’ unwittindy supporting apartheid by

reinforcing the South African government’s

_ policyofiw atiuiupopul ati onf mmt si de

opi ni omandi nf omat i onhavenot pneunot i eedJna

1909 policy statement. the African National Congress
not edt hat eenaonhi pi aan’ | i nponant weaponi nt he

uaenal of t heoppr euorreu’ ne";t henat enent sup-

port edttt hei nnowof prweeni eeul unl pr odual

art ehct a. andi deui nt oour counu’ y. " Aeademi cl i -

hnriana in the African Studi es Associ ati on have pro-
posed focusing the hook boycott on orgartintions and
institutions that support. or do not oppose. apartheid.
But defining an omization that supports apartheid is
prohl ematical. Sinply because an organi ution or insti-
tution receive: noney fromthe South African govern-
nment does not necessarily nean that it is obligated to
support the governnent’s policies. For exanple. sev-
eral universities whose students have actively protest-
ed agai nst governnent policies have convinced the Sty
preme Court of South Africa that they have the right to
be free fromdirect interference by the governnent.
Admi ttedly, sanctions have been uni nportant strat-

egy for a nunber of countries in their concerted efforts
to persuade South Africa to abandon its apartheid | aws. -
Yet not one of the nore than 75 faculty nenbers.
students. human-n’ahts activists. authors. publishenk
andl i brari answe neti nSont hAfri cal ast year agr eed

that the hook boycott should be included in that strate-
3y.

H'S ATTITUDE is not dinicult to understand.

By shipping in quantity. publisher: had nade

U.S. hook: conpetitive with other inpor-

t ant booksi nSout hAfri capriortol W

More recently, U S. texts on nmanagenent or science
nycost SSCor Sal . it’'they |ind theirwaytoSouth

Africa it all. Students can al Tonl themonly by sharing
t hecostt hroughsel I i nsphot ocopi et of al | or paneoft he

works. During our vilit. South African university li-
hnri ans noted that University Mcrofilm Inc.-virtu-

al | yt heonl ysour cef ort| mesanddi ssenati onafron

U S. universities-refusee to honor orders from South
Africe. thus creating a special hardship for postgradw
ate students. . _

1n 1989. nearly 3001!'!! students were enrolled in

Sout hAf I -i canuni veniti es. Of t het ot al . nor et han

143. 000 were bl ack South African. Although a few of

the country’s universities renmain alnost totally white



due to a conbination oftheir location and restrictive

admi ssions policies. nmoot formerly all-white universi-

ties hnve steadily increased their black enrollnments in

recent years. Beyond changi ng the conposition of their

student bodies. :everal of the univenitiee have been

quite vocal in their attenpts to repreeent a progressive

el enent in South African society.

The rel ease of Nel son Mandel a and ot her recent

event: in South Africa suggest that university stu-

dents-black and white-will be called upon to help

: hnpeat ot al | ynewsoci et ant heel osi ngdaysol ' | m

wewi t nsedt heu- i uuwhdi deundi nf or nti onover

the entrenched Wof Eastern Europe. It

nemal | t henor ei ner edi bl e. t hen. t hat Anei -i eans

woul d wi thhold fromthe people of South Africa sinner

neans to liberate their aceiety fromthe tyranny and
oppr usi ondnpart het d.

| strondynr’ eal | aeadem el i nt heUni t edSt at eet o

voi eet hei r supponf or endi nzt hebookboycott agai nst

Sot tt hAh' i canow.

Robert Wedgewnlt |: dean of the School of Library

Service at Col unbia University.

I
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By Lisa Drew . u .

1" Inc! Robert Wedgeworth.
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unw ttl nm

[1din. the

South M cnn

Governnent In

Its systenmetlc :tnrvulon 0! young
black mnds. A de Ilcto enmbargo on
the sale Ind shl pment ol Anerlun
books to South Mtce Is huntng than
we went to hel p nost. _

Nuner ous school and "bury

huerds ind elty councils Irmmd the
us. have threatened to boycott pub-
I | ahers who send books to South Al-
ricn. Mny publishing Ilrms. synpl-
thellc lo the Intl-np-rtheld cause, re-
luctant to dl sregerd the gener-I eco-
K

Un Drew Is vice prestdent and un-
lor editor O/ WIlimn Mrrow & Com
pany. Robert Wedgeworth |Is dean of
the School of Llbrary Service at Co
lumgu Unl er Myr
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nom ¢ boycott and | aced um | threat
0! substenllel lon 0! nmarkets It

" home have suspended : hlprnent!| of
book! Ind educ-tlon-I mmterlels to
South Alrtce. Sonme Anerlc-n Ilbrlr-
les have relnlorced thls enblrgo by
reluslng to there resources or Into!-
mutton with South Alrlcut I mmu-

[1om

E-rller thll year. we vislted South
MKkl to dllcover how witers. |I-
brirl-nl. educntorl Ind nmlper-

tneld ectlvlstl vliew the Amerlcnn
book Mycott. We lound en Istonlltt-
In; unininmty: No one npported the

I ncluslon 0! banks Ind educl!l onl
neterlall In the boycott. Indeed. the
J

Mum Nnt | onel Cngreu encour -

I gel the dluem netton ol Iden end

the Inflow o! Inlormtlon end culturnl
products |Irom outslde South Alrlca.
Aner | un books and educati ona
mterllls were never nenu to be In-
eluded In otir general econonic Ind
culture! boycott 0! South Alrlca: IM -
| p-nheltl leglslatlon nmakes |hl-
cle-rt By w thhul dlng books, we deny

those who struggle lor loclll lustlce
In South Mlcn a powerlul weapon |or
change.

And whet do we ecconpl | sh

mkinl Il virtullty Inpoul ble tor

South Alrluns. black and thte, to
obul n books on the clvll rlghts nove-
ment. nonrect-1l. nongeogr-phlc chll-
dren’: plcture books, books of Jew sh
Interest. young adult Ilterlture and
ot her books ol general Interest?
Publ I shers. Ilbr-rlnns Ind educa-

ton, understandably unconfortable

In the role 0! censors. can denon-
I[trete their commtmenl o the Ivee
exchange of Ideas Ind Inlormtlon by
endl ng the book boycott end. just 11

I mportant. underlnklnx InllIntlves to
get nore books Into South Mlct C
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PROGRESSI VE LI BRARI ANS GUI LD

ncnmomm Comma

Eumml ummsn
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APRI L 1990 STATEMENT OF THE PROGRESSI VE LI BRARI ANS GUI LD ON THE

MATTER OF rm ASSOCI ATI ON OF AMERI CAN PUBLI SHERS ( AA?) AND

| NTERACTI ONS VI TI'| APAEIl ' HEI D SOUTH AFRI CA

We are witing to ask that the Fund for Free Expression reconsider its
support of the Association of Anerican Publisher’s drive to resune business in
South Africa. He also urge the Fund not to pronote the findings of the

Drew/ Wedgewort h report. These requests are being nade for the follow ng
reasons.

The "book boycott" is one of many sanctions designed expressly to

put maxi mum pressure on the apartheid system of South Africa and that segnent
of the society that benefits by it. Highly industrialized societies such as
South Africa depend on books. journals, newspapers. databases and other forns
of information to maintain thensel ves. Pressures brought by the "book
boycott" have been effective in "starving" apartheid supporters of the

i nformation they need to function within their racist society. Who can benpan
the lack of current medical journals in South African nmedical libraries. for
exanpl e. when under apartheid state-of-the-art nedical care and education are
available only to the white nmnority? Wio can worry know ng that South
African engi neers don’t have access to the El ectric Power Database when | ost
bl ack South Africans live wi thout electricity? who weeps because the South
African censorship apparatus no | onger gets to pick and choose what books it
will allowto trickle down to the literate popul ace?

Fol | owi ng the unbanni ng of the ANC and the rel ease of Nel son Mandel a

the anti-apartheid novenent reiterated its request that internationa
supporters continue to bring intensified pressure to bear on racist South
Africa. Librarians. witers. and publishers who advocate an end to apartheid
can assist the Mass Denocratic Hovenent by withholding their services and
products fromthe white rulers until the pillars of apartheid fall

The African National Congress does 22E support the resunption of

busi ness relations with apartheid institutions as stated in Recommendati on #2
of the Drel eedgeworth report. The paragraph quoted in that report fromthe
ANC s May 1989 statenment on the cultural and academ c boycott nust be read
within the context of the entire docunent which earlier states:

The cultural and academ c boycott of apartheid

South Africa (that is, those bodies, institutions,

cultural workers and their product that pronote,

def end and give aid and confort to the system of

VWhite minority domi nation) must consistently

and continuously be strengthened as part of our

overall strategy for the isolation of the apartheid

regi nme.

c/ 0o SCHOOL OF LABOR Srunss LI BRARY. 330 West 42m Snear, Fouam FLOCh. New YORK. NY 10036
212 279-7380 ext. 20



Several of the inetitutione visited by Drew and Hedgeworth. eopecielly

the universities and nationel libraries. are pert-aod-pereei ot the apertheid
system (even it a few individuals within the- axe opponent. of apartheid).

I ndeed. hi biiouephi ee coapiied. published. and diltrihuted by the State
Library in Pretoria dutifully note which title. are '"H ot penitted in South
Africa". Host librarians obediently enforce then dictates. Mat lihtery
school : teech ceneonhip. And. while the recent |ooeeniu of restriction: on
anti-epertheid individuals end organi uti one hes placed we previously henned
uteriel on library and bookshop shelve. cemmhip in South Attic. ie not yet

a thing of the put. Christopher Hertett. lihrerien It the University of
Natal. wite. in hie library' e February HO0 nm etter thet 'etetuatory
censorlhip x euinlel in force. while powers nder the Internel Security Act
wi Il continue to encourage eelt-eeneorehip of verioue twee." The New York
rinee in e 3/13/90 article on pteu eenmorohip hotee 'the feet that

Eureeucreu in Pretoria can etill decide idiot is fit to: their fellow citieeno
to reed he- been e eoherin; reaiode: that eeny of the Mernment’'e netrictive
powers over freedow of intonation regain in plunf

It is not librarians in the 11.3. who ouooort the enti-apartheid

nove-ent who ere insensitive to the plight of oppreued South African. Tho

Dr e wedgeworth report. however. in toiling to hlaae the ’atetvetion or young
bl ack ainde’ lquarely on the apartheid eyetea u a whole. it: edueetioua
epperetue and it: ceueotehip |l ewe. would have one believe that it ie
supporter: of aanctione end boycott. who deprive South African childmot a
decent edueetion. Those of no who one the continuance of the "hook hoycott’
ere not the censor. who ere interfering with the "free flow of ihtonation’
Qur tight to dieenuse international librarienahip teo- ito :elatiooahip with
inetitutiona of e neilt reghe and to realign with dntratic inatitutiona o!
the South Africa people doe- hot involve cenoonhip in any weyx we no

| hply coeplyina with cello tor sanction and refusing to cooperate with

i ndi vidual e end iutitutiooe which inl-ent end benefit Ite- tha | aw. of
epertheid and are reelly teeponaihle tor the "starvation of young bl ack

ei nde.’

"i”he Sociel |eeponaihilitiee loundtehle (am of the Mexican Library

Associ ation (AM he- drewn-up e set of guideline. (lee etteched) which all ow
u.s. libreriena to provide intonation lateriela and oexvicee to the South
Mican people th end et et It of the Hon Duoeratic |ioveaent.

oneniutione within the mare eo-itted to getting hooks. etc. to all the
peopl e of South Attice. while etate iihrarieo end uiveraitiee can only claia
to hove played their role. in the ceooonhip aneutue quietly and

ef fectively.

The MP end Drewl | i edaeworth report it prohleaetic in other rupeete

uwell. Inceiling to:- charitable gesture: (ie. trust funds. hook donation
end contribution) tro- UJ. puhliohere to proueuive groups wthin South
Africa. they iaply thet ouch .eeturee will bal ance out any .aino overtheid
el eaente will eluoy at the teeult o! reol-ed huaioeu with 0.5. whliehen

dat abese cowpeniee end lihtariee. charity. however. will never bring econonic
or politicel power to the oppreued end dil eol nnohiud at South Alrice. hut
unfettered hueineu with 0.3. intotwetiou broken dethately contribute. to

the white power etneture’ e eontinued doeination o! Al wociel institutions.
Part henon. the report is hosed on extrewely queetionahl e nethodolou and is
very iapreuioniatic. Just who. for intense. did Drew end Hedgewox’th

i nterview? None of the epeciticeliy-na-ed institutions vilited hy the tea-
are pert of the amy no otticiel mrepresentetivee ere identified on heviu
been interviewed; end the Mc has eleetly stated that it did not eupport the
ai uion (see attached newo to the ALA). Interviews with |iherei individuals
in liberel institution. does not cooltitute official mmiution with the

HM hotly. the report given the erroneous i-prenion thet w thin ecodeaic

and library institutions there ha. been w despread support of the
anti-epertheid aoveaent. Thet liavly in not true.

These (laws ore to serious as to put into question the objectivity.
sincerity. end coepetency o! the authors.

For all. theae reuoue. the nonnative Lihretiene Guild rem

that the Fund for free | xpnuion withdraw its support of the MP end

Dr e Hedgewort h reco-endetion thet 11.5. whliehen end librarian. amthe
"hook boycott". He eleo invite you to Join with the m the Anociatioe o!

Col  eue end | eeeerch Lihtexiee. the Ilacl: Concu- (AM. the Internetione

Rel ati ons Co-ittee (Au). end the International leletiona Mable (AB) in
endoniu the sn’r-eponored Guideline for Librarians Interecti with teeth
Attica. Finally. we urge the mfor "ree Etude: to nte is 307510-

of these guideline: hy the Meociation ot Merieen Miehen

1f
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APPENDI X B: MATERI ALS CONCERNI NG THE | NTERNATI ONAL FEDERATI ON OF LI BRARY
ASSQOCI ATI ONS AND | TS RELATI ONSHI P W TH THE SOUTH AFRI CAN | NSTI TUTE OF LI BRARY
AND | NFORVATI ON SCI ENCE ( SAI LI S)

1. Letter fromIFLA Secretary General Paul Nauta refusing to exlude SAILIS
libraries fromnenbership. on the grounds that IFLA is "not a political
organi zati on".

2. Bulletin in Library Journal (the premier library publication in the US.)
announci ng | FLA' s deci sion regarding SAILIS. Note that Robert Wdge-

worth, who has headed the AAP efforts to get the publishing industry to
re-enter the apartheid econony. was el ected as Vice President of IFLA s
Executive Board at the same neeting.

3. Letter fromSAILIS President 55. Wallis describing library services in
South Africa. Note all of page 2 for an idea of how hard-line SAILIS is.

4. Letter from SOMAFCO |librarian Mariana Lahti detailing plans for
attendance at | FLA' s August conference in Stockholm
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Policy on Apartt’aaid

Dear Gal | eague,

Asani npl ement at i nof t hel HARsol ut i nmApart hei dadopt edi n

Chi cagoi n1985wehaver equ$t edyoudntngt bel ast myear st o

provi det hemmeomn venoaxdwi t hi nf mt i mmyun’ atti hxi eand

practi oet owar dsApart hei d. Wehaveaskedyout of i | | out aqu$ti m

nai reandt osut m trel evantdoonits. | nsanewsesnaskedf or

additional information if the Wwas not fully clear.

"l he E(eartive Boarddi scussed the received nmaterials at |ength. |hough
t hengavenocnsef ardi rect acti nt heaoardi sstil |

canoer nedabout t hel i hrarysitm i m ngeaeral i nyuncantryzAfter

all, thelihraryprofssimsbejrgpracti oedw m nasyst anof
Apartheid. _

weaver, ousidering thatl Pl Ai nfbefirstinstanoei sapnfassinal,
"and not a political organization, the Dcecutive Board concluded in its
Meeting of 5/6 April 1989 that it presently does not intend to
reoamner dt ocanci | i nPari st hi sAugl sttoexcl udef mm

Manber shi pt heSALi brari esl i st edi nt hekm

W nf or havi ngocupl et edt hequest i m reandsndi r gnt he

rel evant doanents.

Yours sincerely,

f of the Dcecutive Board,

0,. h;
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House bl ocks

Senate effort on

Hel ns anendnent

, . 20

By preventing the introduction of a notion that supported the measure,
the House re; ected the Senate appropriations bill amendnent

proposed by Senator Jesse Helms (FI-N. C) to restrict federal grants
for art deened "obscene or indecent"” (News, this’ Issue. p. 15). A
Senat e and House conference committee is to nmeet to resolve
differences on the bill, and Hel ns’s supporters hope it will survive in
the bill's final form Fiep. Sidney Ft. Yates (D IIl.) led the tight against
the Hel ms anendrment, describing it as "an incredi bl e hodgepodge of
adm ni strative barriers that would cripple not just the NEA but nany
agenci es.” Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-Calif.) |ed house supporters of
the Hel ns anmendnent, and vowed to take the debate to "the

hi nterl ands of Anerica." Rohrabacher has also threatened to
characterize any representative's vote agai nst the Hel ns amendnent

as one in favor of obscenity and pornography.

South Africa,

Cuba, and | FLA

The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
(IFLA) net recently in Paris. A resolution denying nenbership to
South Africa fromthe Standing Committee was revi ewed by the | FLA
Executive Board. which ruled that it did not present enough evi dence
to warrant w thhol di ng menbership from South African institutions. A
wor ki ng group will be appointed to look into the matter further and
report at the 1990 Stockhol m conference. |FLA accepted an invitation
to hold the 1994 conference in Havana: but US. citizens are

prohi bited from spendi ng noney for travel to Cuba. O ficers and
conmittee chairs would be permitted to attend under present

gui del i nes, but US. delegates will work to get governnent clearance
for other professionals who wish to attend.

Wedgewor t h el ect ed.

to | FLA Council

Dean of the Col umbia School of Library Service Robert Wdgeworth

was reelected to a two-year termon the I FLA Council, and as first vice
president or’ the Executive Board. Wdgeworth is the only US
representative on the international council, and only one |LFA

conmttee is chaired by an Anerican (Nancy John, University of
[11inois-Chiceco chair. Section on Catal ogi ng). Wedgeworth urges
American librarians toistart thinking about who night represent us

i nternationas.;,a sthe next opportunity tor nom nating people for
menbership on | FLA conmittees will occur in 1991

Udmar k resi gns

as ALA CFO

After three and a half years. Susan Odmark, chief financial officer of
the Anerican Library Association, has tendered her resignation

ef fective Sestenber 30. In a menp to ALA staff, depahing Executive
Director Tom Galvin noted that Odmark | eaves ALA In the best

tinancial position it has ever achieved.

Cast agna schol arshi p

i s announced by

SLI' S Ber kel ey

Edwi n and Rachel Dent Castagna were both nenbers of the then

School of tbrarianship’ 5 class of 1936 at the University of Berkeley.
VWen they (5: ed in 1983 they left their estate to the Enoch Pratt Free
Library In Ea tinore where Edwin was director. and to Berkeley's
School of L: :rary and Information Studies. SLIS Berkel ey has naned

a doctoral .s. e owship in their nmenory. Applicants for doctora
fellowhips VI | automatically be considered for the Castagna fell owship;
the dea- 'e: ;-, 9 - academ c year 1990/91 is January 5, 1990.

i

I Inc spv va-gv .1 nrg-nnv-p. qun



The Natal Society

NA TAL SOCI ETY LI BRARY. CHURCHI LL SQUARE. PO BOX 415. PI ETERVARI TZWRG. 3200. TELEPHONE (
033!) 52383

FAX (033!) 940095

2nd May 1989

M J.D. Reilly

10 Harvey Road

W NDSOR. CT 06095

US A

Dear M Reilly

| amsorry | have not made your deadline for May but have sent you the
information you require in the hopes that it will still be of sone help
to you.

Onl i ne databases are certainly in use by nost of the major libraries in
South Africa, for exanple two of which I can think of imediately are
Angl o American Library which can access DIALOG and the Institute of

Medi cal Literature which can access through DI ALOG BIOSIS, EMBASE

PSYCI NFO, I NSPEC, ERI C, SCl SEARCH, | PA. CAB, | NFORMATI ON SCl ENCE ABSTRACTS
Dl SSERTATI ON ABSTRACTS ONLI NE, LISA, etc. etc. There are many others.
have encl osed further information re data bases in South Africa for your
perusal .

As for your other questions, | will answer themin order of your queries:
1) There are online databases (see encl osures);

2) They are at research facilities and universities;

3) The public do have access to themvia the above;

4) Dat abases - see attached - international and national

5) There is conplete cooperation with all neighbouring states;

6) The only network between libraries at present is SABI NET (see

encl osure).
7) Autonmated circul ati on systens are used by all universities and many,
al t hough not all, public libraries;

8) It is becom ng conmonpl ace today;

9) Catal oguing is done through SABI NET (see encl osure);

10) National and International inter-library-loan systens exist in al
l'i braries.



M J.D. Reilly : 12.5.1989

Inter-library-loans are nade by all libraries throughout South Africa as
wel | as to neighbouring states such as Zi nbabwe, Mal awi, and of course
Lesotho and the national states within the country. These | oans are
transacted either through the State Library in Pretoria which is one of
the two National Libraries in South Africa, or alternatively each library
makes its own | oans (which is sometines quicker, or through SABI NET).
Apartheid does not enter the |librar world whatsoever, all information is
?reer availaBle to anyone who requires it. The only "apartheid | know

of is practised by Anerican and European |ibraries who refuse to supply
South Africa with information.

Most |ibraries throughout the country are available for use by al

peopl e, especially those in the larger cities and towns; unfortunately
there are still pockets of small public libraries governed by |oca
authorities of small country areas which supply library services to al
races but in separate areas.

The South African Institute of Librarianship and Information Science of
which | amcurrently President, is aware of these libraries and i s making
a concerted effort to change their policies.

| do hope that what | have witten is of some interest to you. It would
seemthat very few countries are aware of the total multiracialismof our
country, particularly anongst |ibrarians, probably because of biased and
sensational press reporting.

Best wi shes for your research.

Yours sincerely

nm

5.5. Wallis (Ms)

Dl RECTOR

Encl s:

SSW hm



Marjatta Lahti

Joseph 13. Reilly

| O Harvey Road Box 680

W ndsor, CT 06095 Mbrogoro

Tanzani a

9 February 1990

Dear J oseph,

Thank you very much for your letter of 19 January 1990. You seemto be really busy and

Al our staff menbers read your letter,

wor ki ng hard. on the SA issue in that end.

couraged by the support. They

and are very much inpressed by your efforts and en
are sending you their best wi shes.
. Nomm ul eko’ s address in UK is as foll ows:
( , Nonlmul eko Wke

-s--_,h , ... "-...N.a.._

"34 cirzon St

Loughbor ough

Lei cestershire, LE 11 3 30,

She is studying Archives Management at

Loughbor ough Uni versity of Technol ogy

Loughborough LEI | 3TH

Tel . 0509 263171, Tel ex 34319

KhK_ ;. . ...;-,. .r -T.
Nonl cul ul eko will stay in Ehriglard up to the end of the year to finalize her studies.
She will, however, attend the |IFLA nmeeting in Stockholm and it would be fine,

if you could be in contact Wth her to fornmul ate strategies. An ANC conr ade,

yeve Bodi be, presently stulying Library Science in Finland, is also going to attend
the neeting, as well as two Nami bian conrades al so studying in Finland. The Secretary
General of the Finnish Library Association, M. Tuula. Haavisto, is well aware of
the situation and is fully supporting it. | amtrying to contact some Swedish

,. libraiians through a volunteer librarian working in Tanzania, and hope to raise
Q t the matter anong progressive librarians in Sweden. Perhaps they coul d exercise
sone pressure on the Swedi sh organi zers of the neeting.

Nonkul ul eko won’t be at Mazi nbu before the | FLA neeting. Perhaps

As you can see

However, if you still would like to

you woul d be able to neet her in London.



APPENDI X C: MATERI ALS ON THE GUI DELI NES UP FOR ENDORSEMENT | N THE AMERI CAN
LI BRARY ASSOCI ATI ON

. The 25 June 1989 Cuidelines adopted by the ALA's Social Responsibilities
Roundt abl e (SRRT). The anmendnents were the result of activist librarians’
consul tations with MDM and ANC personnel in the US.

2. The guidelines originally proposed by various forces in theALA wth
consi derably weaker |an guage. Note that it is this version that is now

bei ng supported by conservative forces. Conpare sections 2.2, 2.3, 5.0 and
especially 6.2 with the progressive novenent-oriented | anguage of

t he SRRT Cui delines.
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GUI DELI NES FOR LI BRARI ANS | NTERACTI NG W TH

SQUTH AFRI CA

Asmadui umhmmt ngof wrunmamm w

nmmmanenes. 1939. Andmanappnr utt f dst ype.

In light of the continuing crisis in South Africa, nunerous organizations. both within
that country and worl dwi de. have called for a total boycott to isolate the South
African regi me. However, with the enornmous growh of the South African

denocratic novenent and its alternative structures, the international boycott has been
nodified in order to support that noverment while still isolating the aparthel kl regine.
Because librarians have a special role in providing infornation, guidelines are

especi ally necessary to define our role under current circunstances. These

gui del i nes were adopted by the Archives-Libraries Comrittee of the ID. S.) African
Studi es Association at its spring nmeeting at the University of Florida (Gainesville) on
April 12-15, 1989. They are |oosely based on the format and content of simlar

gui del i nes devel oped by the academ c staff of the University of Wtwatersrand, South
Africa, in March 1988.

El 2.5. E .5

1.1 We support and uphold the values of a free, denocratic and non-racial society and
therefore totally oppose the South African system of governnment based upon race

known as apartheid ' _

1.2 W oppose all institutions which contribute to the continuation of apartheid

1.3 W are conmitted to excellence in the performance of our professiona
responsibilities. -

1:4 W are conmitted to social responsibility as one of our highest priorities.

1.5 Libraries should provide and pronote services that are appropriate to the needs 01
the communities that they serve.

1.6 Research is enriched in excellence and social value through an exchange of ideas
that occurs locally and internationally.

1.7 Meaningful research is inpossible without full and uncensored access to

i nformati on.

1.8 Libraries do not exist in isolation fromthe dom nant trendsand conflicts in the
worl d arena. ’

2,1 Th; lac

2.1 W take serious note of the international canpaign to isolate the South African
CGovernment and its aparfbeid structures.

Q W note that the international cultural boycott has recently been nodified to

excl ude fmt heboycou peopl e and organi zations that are contributing to the struggle



to abolish aparlt/lel’a
f

South African Trade uni ons WWVnmm from

WWe note that the free flow of information to and fromthe nmass denocratic

and MNVinstitutions In South Africa is of benefit to the

evol ution of South African denocracy.

2.4 W note that the CGovernment of South Africa does everything in its power to deny
the free flow of information deened useful to the nass denocratic novenment, both
donestically and in the international arena.

2.5 W note that the Government of South Africa engages in a substantial and
sophi sti cated worl dwi de propaganda canpaign to assert its |legitinmacy, using every
concei vabl e medi umincluding the free distribution of publications.

2.6 As professionals, we nust strive to balance our nmethods to pronote the free flow
of information with work activities that are norally and politically responsible.

w

3.1 Librarians should encourage discussion and debate on the South African situation
3.2 Librarians are encouraged to express their outrage concerning the continued

exi stence of the apar’'tbelif South African Governnent.

3.3 Librarians are encouraged to work within the political process to isolate the South
African Governnent and all aparmeid institutions.

3.4 Librarians are encouraged to be of service to the South African mass denocratic
noverment in the context of their professional work.

3.5 Librarians should attenpt to educate nenbers of their institutions to be aware of
the subtleties of the South African Government’s propaganda canpaign

3.6 Librarians should become aware of the denmpcratic and support organi zations
concerned with South Africa operating in the United States and el sewhere.

4 1 " |

Queue:

4.1 W recognize the need to build balanced collections relating to South Africa.
Because the South African Governnent maintains a |arge woridw de programto

distribute free pro-apartbel’d materials to libraries and other institutions, librarians
are especially encouraged to aggressively acquire and publicize counter naterials,
especi ally those published by the mass denocratic and |iberation nmovenents.

4.2 In their reference interactions and teaching responsibilities, librarians’should
strive to encourage library users to develop the critical skills necessary to eval uate,
i nterpret and understand the underlying intentions of various sources of information
about South Africa.

such as the African National. Canpus of South Africa. Congress o



(T 4.3 Through direct contact, guides, and bibliographies, librarians should publicize an
d
1' provide access to a variety of sources of information, including possibly conflicting
"1 presentations of statistics and other facts, as well as expressions of differing point
s of
view, and assist in interpreting these presentations.
4:4 _Librartans shoul d take the opportunity whenever possible to provide
bnbl | ographxes and reading lists to support school and conmunity activities such as
films, prograns and other public events, as well as to supplement medi a coverage of
Sout h Afri ca.
oy
[ _al._.._( 1h .11t ...cr 1. 1 re: Ix. _ -1 aml
Q WWAWMMVAT MM W apm
groupsandt nstl nct ons. WAV

., . .Ma-Vksn
sem nars at, or contractual relationships with apartheid institutions should not be
. .l aao
6,0 Pccanl cgdztion: for Action
|

6.1 Librarians and library associations are encouraged to pronote |egal and ot her

humani tari an assi stance to South African librarians and |ibrary workers who suffer
the consequences of their actions in opposing apartheid

Li brarians, library associations and |ibrary educational institutions are

encouraged to provide all types of educational and financial assistance to black

(African, Asian and "coloured") South African students who wi sh to study library and

i nformati on science in a non-racial environment. Assistance should not be based on

whet her or not students have the possibility of working in their own country under

current conditions. Such swdwts show hommf mor weak the approval . of non-

netal . mass denocratic organtzadons.

6.3 All activities that prompbte South Africa as a regional center for library

" Q devel opnment shoul d be opposed whil e apadl zei dconti nues. Exanpl es of such acti’vities

are: special training prograns or |lecture series at apartheid institutions, and

consul tation of the South African Institute for Library and Information Science in

matters that involve other African countries (such as the revision of the Dewey

classification schedul es).



GUI DELI NES FOR LI BRARI ANS | NTERACTI NG W TH

SQUTH AFRI CA

In light of the continuing crisis in South Africa. nunerous organi zati ons.

both within that country and worl dwi de, have called for a total boycott to

isolate the South African regi me. However. with the enornous growh of

the South African denocratic novenent and its alternative strucwes. the

i nternational boycott has been nodified in order to support that novenent

while Still isolating the apezi’f/ie/lf reginme. Because |librarians have a specia

role in providing information. guidelines are especiaily necessary to define

our role under current circunsmces. These guidelines were adopted by

the Archives-Libraries Conmttee of the 1U 5.1 African Studies Association

at its spring neeting at the University of Florida i Gainesvilled on April 12-

15, 1989. They are | oosely based on the format and content of simlar

gui del i nes devel oped by the academ c staff of the University of

Wtwatersrand. South Africa. in March 1988.

uidini ¢’ e

1.1 We support and uphold the values of a free. denbcratic and non-racia

society and therefore totally oppose the South African system of

gover nent based upon race known as apartheid

1.2 W oppose all institutions which contribute to the continuation of

apartheid

1.3 W are conmitted to excellence in the performance of our professiona

responsibilities.

1.4 W are conmitted to social responsibility as one of- our highest
priorities.

1.5 Libraries should provide and pronote services that. are appropriate to

the needs of the conmmunities that they serve.

1.6 Research is enriched in excellence and social value through an exchange

of ideas that occurs locally and internationally.

, 1. 7 Meaningful research is inpossible without full and uncensored access to

Q i nformati on.



1.8 Libraries do not exi5t in isolation fromthe dom nant trends and conflicts
in the world arena.

2. 0 722:: 1544,

2.1 W take serious nate of the international canpaign to isolate the South
African Governnment and its dparrhe/U strucrures.

2.2 W note that the international cultural boycott has recently been

nodi fied to exclude peopl e and organi zations that are contributing to the
struggle to abolish aparl/nmd

2.3 W note that the free flow of information to and from South Africa is of
benef it to the evolution of South African denocracy.

2.4 W note that the Government of South Africa does everything inits

power to deny the free flow of information deermed useful to the nass
denocrati c nmovenent, both donestically and in the international arena.

2.5 W note that the Government of South Africa engages in a substantia

and sophi sticated worl dwi de propaganda canpaign to assert its |legitimacy.
usi ng every conceivabl e mediumincluding the free distribution of

publicati ons.

2.6 As professionals, we nust strive to balance our nethods to pronote the
free flow of information with work activities that are norally and politically
- responsi bl e.

3. 0 General Reconmendati ons

3.1 Librarians shoul d encourage discussion and debate on the South African _
situation. ’

3.2 Librarians are encouraged to express their outrage concerning the

conti nued exi stence of the apartheid South African Governnent.

3.3 Librarians are encouraged towork within the political process to isolate
the South African Governnent and all apartbe/b’” institutions.

3.4 Librarians are encouraged to be of service to the South African nass
denocrati c nmovenent in the context of their professmmal work.



3.5 Librarians should attenpt to educate nenbers of their institutions to be
aware of the subtleties of the South African Governnent’s propaganda

canpai gn.

3.6 Librarians should become aware of the denocratic and support

organi zati ons concerned 'x-VIlh South Afrtca operating in the United States
and el sewhere.

4.0 Recommendations for Collection De velognme/lt. Reference

Servi ce and Qutreach

4.1 W recognize the. need to build bal anced collections relating to South
Africa. Because the South African Government nmaintains a |arge worl dw de
programto distribute free pro-apc-Irl/le/kl materials to libraries and ot her
institutions. librarians are especially encouraged to aggressively acquire
and publicize counter materials, especially those published by the nmass
denocratic and |iberation nmovenents.

4.2 In their reference interactions and teaching responsibilities, librarians
shoul d strive to encourage library users to dex-clop the critical skills
necessary to evaluate, interpret and understand the underlying intentions of
various sources of information about South Africa.

4.3 Through direct contact, guides. and bibliographies, librarians should
publicize and provide access to a variety of sources of information

i ncludi ng possibly conflicting presentations of statistics and other facts. as
wel |l as expressions of differing points of view, and assist in interpreting
these presentations.

4.4 Librarians should take the opportunity whenever possible to provide

bi bl i ographi es and reading lists to support school and comrunity activities
such as filnms, programs and other public events, as wet! as to suppl enent
nmedi a coverage of South Africa.

5,0 Recommendati ons Regardi ng ProlLessianal Zr: ave! to Soul!)

Africa

5.1 Before travelling to South Africa. tibrarians should ask how the trip will
benefit the library and acadenic comunities here and in South Africa. For
exanpl e, can hard to get material be acquired; would valuable skills be



transferred; or would useful publicity be created. Tal ks and sem nars at. or
contractual relationships with apart/le/k/ institutions should be limted to
exceptional circunmsmmces.

532 Librarians should ask if the trip will in any way further the interests of
aparl/zel/d For example, will contact be linmted to white librarians? WI|I

the visit be seen as support of the South African institute for Library and

I nformati on Sci ence. an organi zati on whose nmenbership in the Internationa
Federation of Library Associations and Insritutions (IFLA is currently being
chal l enged? O will legitimating publicity be created for apartheid
inStitutions?

5.3 Librarians should also ask if the trip will contribute to denocratic
progress in South Africa. For exanple, every opportunity should be taken

to discuss the positions taken by librarians on censorship. privacy of library
patron records, a Dewey classification schedul e that does not serve
apartheid. and access to libraries, library training, and library enpl oynent
not based on race.

6 0 Recommendations for Action

6.1 Librarians and library associations are encouraged to pronote | ega

and ot her hunmanitarian assistance to South African librarians and library

wor kers who suffer the consequences of their actions in opposing apartheid
6.2 Librarians. library associations and |ibrary educational institutions are
encouraged to provide all types of educational and financial assistance to

bl ack (African, Asian and i’ coloured") South African students who wish to
study library and information science. in a non-racial environment.

Assi stance shoul d not be based on whether or not students have the
possibility of working in their own country under current conditions.

6.3 All activities that pronmote South Africa as a regional center for library _
devel opnent shoul d be opposed while aparr/Ile/dconti hues. Exanples of

such activities are: special training prograns or |lecture series at apartheid
institutions, and consultation of the South African Institute for Library and
Information Science in matters that involve other African countries (such as
the revision of the Dewey classification schedul es).



APPENDI X D: ADDRESS TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS SPECI AL PCLI TI CAL COVWM TTEE ON 2
NOVEMBER 1989



FORI MMEDI ATERELEASE

3 On Thursday, 2 Novemnber 1989. Librarian Joseph D. Reilly
Z addressed the Special Political Commttee of the United
Nati ons under the agenda item "Policies of a artheid of
the CGovernment of South Africa". Approxi mately 30 nenber
nati ons were present. Enclosed is a copy of M. Reilly’s
address.

For further information, contact:

. - Joseph D. Reilly

10 Harvey Road

W ndsor. CT 06095

(203) 688-58#5 (5pm 9pm



1 Novenber 1989

Your Excellency, Distinguished Menmbers of the Special Conmittee,

I am honored to have the occasion to address this Special Politica
Conmittee on the "Policy of Apartheid of the Governnent of South
Africa" on behalf of progressive librarians fromacross the United
States. Librarianship is about access and di ssem nation of

i nformation. And the bottomline for librarianship in agartheid
South Africa is that there is a |legal framework which has conplete
control over "the freedomto seek, receive and inpart ideas and
information" as described in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Ri ghts, which we all know the aoartheid regi me abstai ned
fromin this very building in 1948.

Di stressingly, the response of |ibrary organizations at the nationa
and international |evel has been negligible. Resolutions against
raci sm are passed and endorsed, only to be conprom sed by ot her
resol utions that seem ngly support free and conplete access to
infornmation. But there is an unacceptable contradiction here, aptly
. pointed out by one of ny esteened col |l eagues, Zoia Horn: "Racism

1

continues to exist because it is possible to control, nanipul ate,

di stort and deny information to both the victins of racismand the
raci sts."

It is clear then that when notions calling for boycotts agai nst
apartheid’ s libraries are defeated. the various bodi es and
conmittees within tbbxlibrary organi zati ons such as the Anerican

Li brary Association and the International Federation of Libraiy
Associ ates do not intend to protect "the freedomto seek. receive
and inpart ideas and information". it 1 way again qucte from Zoi a
Horn: "unhli ghevx. hank Anal or4. AalLh bagn aurvauors. unAnrtkandahl v



want no restriction on selling their products. Their notive and

(is concern is with profits”.

To provide a recent exanple of this: Robert Wedgeworth, the Dean of
Col unbia University's Library School (arguably the best in the
worl d) and former president of the American Library Association

nmade a shaneful trip to apartheid South Africa on behal f of the
Associ ation of Anmerican Publishers, under the auspices of surveying
the availability of educational materials in South Africa. One need
not | ook for hidden nmeaning in his intentions, because M.
Wedgeworth’s press rel ease openly states that a proposal had "been
nmade and supported by U S. publishers that profits Eromsales to
"gouth Africa might be placed in a trust fund to support schol arships
or other aid to black South Africans". In addition to the racist and
( colonial nmentality of providing "educational materials" to a nation
whose struggling peopl e have gone through great pains to redefine
education on their own terns, what we really have here is a
justification by the greedy for expansion into a nmarket they have no
right to be in.

.9

| mght add that M. Wedgeworth sits on the board of the WIson

. Li brary Publishing Company, one of the world s chief sources of
nonogr aphi ¢, audi o-visual and electronic fornmats of library
materials. Additionally, it has cone to our attention that M..
Mevi t vt

Wedgeworth al so acted on behal f of theAcounci



of the International Federation of Library Associates. As you know,
| FLA, on whose executive board M. Wedgeworth sits, has been a
(1. source of great consternation for progressive |librarians conbatting
the apartheid regine. Tine after time, |FLA has been asked to renpve
nenbers of the pro-apartheid organization, the South African
Institute of Library and I nformatioancience (SAILIS) fromits body.
And repeatedly, |FLA has refused to do so. As evidence of SAILIS
raci sm and support of the nobst fundanental pro-apartheid positions,

I shall now quote froma letter | reoeived in may fromMs. S. S

Wallis, the current President of SAILIS: "Agartheid does not enter

the library world whatsoever, all information is freely available to

anyone who requires it. The only "apartheid" | know of is practised

by American and European libraries who refuse to supply South Africa
with information. Mst libraries throughout the country are

avail abl e for use by all people, especially those in the |arger

( cities and towns; unfortunately there are still pockets of snal

public libraries governed by local authorities of small country

areas which supply services to all races but in separate areas... |t

-woul d seemthat very few countries are aware of the total ,u

mul tiracialismof our country, particulatly anmongstl!librErians,

pr obably because of biased and sensational press reporting.”

3.

I quote fromlength here to denponstrate just how out of touch with
reality SAILIS, as an institution, is in 1989. These absurd
descriptions of library service in apartheid South Africa conpletely
contravene ny research, Mkubung Nkomp’ s research) research
conducted by the University of Wtswatersrand, and nost inportantly
the testinony of South Africans thenselves. It is those libraries
K associated with this racist library organization that we are "
attenpting to force out of IFLA. Am |FLA will not budge. At their
recent annual neeting in Paris, |IFLA would not even take the matter
up for discussion. A revealing nenmoranoum growxl FLA's Secretary



General, Paul Nauta, states that "IFLA in the first instance is a
prof essional, and not a political organization". This is
unacceptabl e, and we are asking the United Nations to help us
persuade | FLA to renpove those South African libraries who belong to
SAILIS fromits nmenbership.

Finally, Your Excellency, | think it is inmportant to note that we
are not merely interested in a destructive process in our efforts to
aid the liberation struggle in South Africa. What we seek is to

di spl ace agartheid institutions, isolate themconpletely, and in
their place recognize and give total support to organizations of the
seople. In the field of librarianship there are, happily, other
structures in direct conflict with apartheid libraries. Chief anmpbng
these is the library at the Sol omon Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege, run by
the African National Congress. Inside South Africa excellent
progress is being nade in organizing people s resource centres, such
as the Workers’ Library in Johannesburg. Church organizations are

al so involved in this process. The Ecunenical Centre’'s Resource
Centre in Durban is a key source of information for the surroundi ng
comunity. There are several others. But their existence is fragile,
subi ect to random police raids, to sabotage and to a serious |ack of
. che basic resources necessary to operate. Qur task is to identify
ourselves Qth these denocratic bodies, give theminstitutiona
recogni tion and support, and do what is necessary to give them"the
freedomto seek, receive and inpart ideas and information". Thank
you.



APPENDI X E: MATERI ALS REGARDI NG ACT IVIT Y BY PROGRESSI VE LI BRARI ANS W THI N
SQUTH AFRI CA

1. Advertisenment in the Decenber 1989 SAILIS Newsletter wel com ng Cde

Ahrmed Kat hnda. Study signatories for connections.

2. Letter from Christopher Merrett regardi ng Joyce Mabudafhasi and SAI LI S.
This includes attached press release to US. library press. and bi ographica
statement on Joyce's situation

3. Article in the well-respected Library Quarterly by C Merrett on the
overall condition of professional librarianship in South Africa.
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WELCOVE AHMED KATHRADA

VWile in prison, Kathy conpleted his B.Ei bl. degree. W, as information workers
dedi cated to the struggl e against Apartheid, would |like to pay tribute to him and
wel cone himto our profession. W recognise the contribution he will nmake to our
society in the period of nation building and reconstruction that |ies ahead.

A luta continual!

Philip van Zijl, Lydia Levine, Noel Stott, Mary Hames, Bill Bennett, Mchelle

Mat hys, Johnny Jacobs, Anriette Esterhuizen, Hoekie Minmango, Chantelle

Wl cy, Corda Berghammer, J enni Karlsson, Desi Liversage, Cathy Stadler, Pam
Al'len, Atholl Leach, Christine Stillwell, Jennifer Verbeeck, Nthokoso Made,

Dudu Zul u, Christopher Merrett, Correy Nel, Jenny Bowen, Sanjaya Pill ay,

Lul u Makhubel a, Jill Speed, Helen Lee, Ernie Lennert, Patience M sela, Jackie

Le’ ach, Durban RC Forum Noki Pakade, Desiree Lanoral, Rosemary Bell,

Ghairo Dani el s, Shendi Bhayo, Sbosiso Ndebel e, Zwakal a Kuzwayo, Zenovi a

Wl man, Ellen Tise, Zona Koen, Caroline Gant, Mya Ranchod.
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PO Box 375 Pietcrnuritzburg 3200 South Africa
Tel ephone (0331) 63320 Fax (0331) 63497

Tel egranms University Tel ex 643719

10 January 1990

Sandy Ber nman

Hennepin County Library

- M nnetonka, Mnn., USA

Dear Sandy,
| was very pleased to receive your |atest comunication dated
Q Decenber 1989 and not a little surprised to read its contents. | fee

ery honoured to have been noninated for the Imroth Menorial Award and
amgrateful to those who feel that my witing is worthy of this response.
| shall be interested to see what happens. Can you tell me anything about
the history of the Imroth Award?

One of your correspondents mentioned Joyce Mabudafhasi. | am encl osing
copies of a letter and a short item| faxed to L9 on 20 June 1989. There
was no response to ny fax and as far as | know nothing was ever published,
.although it m ght have escaped ne. Ms Mabudaf hasi was detained again in
1989 but has since been rel eased, although she is heavily restricted. The
i nfamous SAILIS has refused to say anything about her plight because she is
no | onger enmployed as a librarian. The fact that she had to give up her work
because of attacks by vigilantes allied to the State is of course ignored
.y SAILIS. If you can do anything with this information please feel free.
Al the very best to you for 1990 and the com ng decade.

Yours in the struggle,

Ch nsbpha

/

Chri st opher Merrett

Deputy University Librarian

"I INUnin rxily anum n’inmlx upurlhyid
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PO Box 375 Piclcrnuril zburg 3200 South Africa

Tel ephone (033l) 63320 Fax (0331) 63497

Tel egrans University Tclcx 643719

20 June 1989

The Editor

K, Library Journa

249 West 17th Street

New York 10011

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA

"1" Col | eague,

| enclose a short itemwhich | hope you nmight beable to publish in

( the near future in Library Journal. It is based upon information recently supplied
1 by the Human Rights Commission in a fact paper dated 27 April 1989 on the plight-
of ex-detainees restricted under the. Energency in South Africa. Progressive '’

South African librarians are increasingly concerned about the effect of the

(_/ governnment’s Emergency and a state of officially sanctioned | awl essness whi ch
pertain in our country; and their effept on education, library services and |librarians.
We are anxi ous that such cOncerns are conmuni cated as wi dely as possible.

Pl ease could you let ne know as soon as possible if you intend using this piece.
Yours sincerely,

Chi i sl opha MEUEI t

Christopher Merrett

Deputy University Librarian

0
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- . JOYCE MABUDAFHAS

Jeyce Mabudafhasi is a librarian formerly enpl oyed at the

Uni versity Library, University of the North, South Africa. She
was an active. community | eader and a founder nenber of the

Nati onal Education Crisis Commttee (NECC). As a result of her
activism in May 1986 her house was petrol bonmbed and she
saffered serious head injuries. In order to avoid further attacks
she had to go into hiding. In June 1986 a State of Emergency was
declared in South | Africa and thousands of anti-apartheid
activists were detained without trial. Ms Mbudaf haS was

detai ned in Decenber 1986 in Port Elizabeth where she was

i nvol ved on behalf of the NECC in negotiating a return to schoo

. by bl ack students. Her whereabouts were not known to her famly
for several weeks until her detention was confirmed. She remnai ned
in prison without trial for 25 nonths, during which tine. her
father died. She was not allowed to attend the funeral. On her

rel ease on 30 January 1989 she was restricted under the Energency
regul ations. Her restriction order includes confinenent for |arge
parts of the day to the house in which she was attacked and

kv injured in 1986. Like many other restricted persons she is a
static target for right wing wigilante groups. There has been no
| statenment fromthe South African Institute of Library and
".Information Science (SAILIS) about the plight of its coll eague.



EDI TOR' S STA' |i Eh-i ENT

Possible rumors to the contrary, The Library Quarterly is alive and well. It
will continue to be published by the University of Chicago Press. but its
editor will no | onger be associated with the University of Chicago. | am

nost pl eased to have been naned as the new editor oi'LQ

LQ has enjoyed a long and illustrious history. Wth its first issue,

published in january 1931, it deiined for itselfa position as our preem -

nent scholarly and researchjourmal. | intend to maintain and build upon

this tradition, to continue to publish only the nmpost rigorous and endur-

ing library research and scholarship. At the sane tine, the editoria

scope of LQ will be broadened to include papers reporting significant

research on information science problens, regularly and often. To this

end, 1 encourage information scientists to join librarians in thinking of

LQ as a first choice of journal in which to publish their best work.

| do not regard this nove as a fundanmental shift in policy but, rather, _

as a consequence of devel oprments within the field. This is not tlte place

for an extended phil osophical discussion of the nature of infbrtnutiun

science and librarianship and the differences, simlarities, and rel ation-
shi ps between them All the pages of this issue would be insufficient to
dojustice to this theme. But indisputably, the way we vi ew ourselves as a

prof essi on and di scipline, the asstunptions we regard as pl ausi ble. our

choices of fruitful research problens, and our nethods and techni ques

of investigation have all undergone significant change with the growth

and infiuence of information science. | want the pages of LQto better

refl ect these changes. _

As it has done for nearly sixty years, The Lilnny Quarterly will report
fundanmental work of the highest quality that addresses library-rel ated
problens, fromall relevant arenas of research and scholarship. | invite

your contributions.

St ephen P. Hatter

S(hoal of Library and Information Stimice, Indiana University

THE LI BRARY QUARTERLY

" Vol ume 60 j ANUARY 1990 Nunber 1

IN A STATE OF EMERGENCY: LI BRARI ES AND

GOVERNMENT CONTROL | N SOUTH AFRI CA

Chri st opher Merretl

Six levels are identitied in the South African censorship system providing the
context for consideration of one of them the State of Energency. Four catego
ries of censorship energe: prior censorship and suspension of publication
restraints upon information gathering; the suppression of anti-apar’thetd VICW
points; and the growmh of nilitarization. The State of Emergency ts seen as a
m crocosm of the systemas a whole, and a conparison is nmade with "traditional"
censorshi p of books. Energency censorship is considered to be a radical tactica
change whose inpact on library resources and research in the humanities and
soci al sciences is evaluated. In spite of the power and pervasiveness of the
censorship system it is concluded that there is still roomfor challenge and that a
new breed of librarian is likely to play an inportant role in the process.

Introd uction

The South African censorship systemis a massive and pervasive institu-

tion of such infiuence in society that it is generally considered in terns of
its disaggregated parts. The danger of this approach lies in the fact that
censorship as an institution is forgotten: the specific aspect under

scrutiny gives a skewed perspective of the systeminits entirety. Thus, to
some, censorship conjures up a picture of books and periodi cal s under

lock and key in the library; for others, the suspension or outright

|. Deputy University Librarian, University of Natal, P.QO Box 375. Pietermaritzburg.
Sout h Africa 3200.

ILiblat) Quarterly. vol. 60. no. |. pp. 1-22

6 1990 by Tgniversity of Chicago. Al rights reserved.
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__;;f_ban_ning of newspapers hostile to governnment ideology; and, to yet
", :othcrsL the detention, harassment through the | egal process or assassi-
| 2 nation O those activists who provide oral and published accounts of the
"iu' u ains and aspiiations of anti-apartheid nganizations. Many other Im
ages, equally valid, are possible, but it is vital not to |ose sight of- the
_ Kbro' adercanvas whi ch provides clues to the conpl ex |ssue of gm ernnent
| tactics. The relative |Inmportance of censonship’ 5 conmponent parts at any
3 given time, however, indicates changing official approaches and percep-
uons.

The system as a whole nay be characterized as an inverted triangle
conprising six layers, ranging fromthe broadest at the top to the nost
speci hc’ at the bottom A fundanental means of censorship in Smith

Africa is the institutionalized system of econom ¢ and social exploitation
known to the world as apartheid, or separate developnent. Its aimis to
perpetuate political control by that group designated "Wiite," and in
recent years it has attenpted to nmake allies anpbng m ddl e-cl ass seg-
nments of other racially defined groups of South Africans: Indian, COl-
oured, and Bl ack. The vast mass of the people of the country remain a
power | ess and i npoverished proletariat either in urban areas or, in-
creasingly, in rural slums fromwhich |abor is drawmn as required 11, 21.
Thus the econom ¢ structure of South Africa keeps the mass of the

peopl e at a safe distance fromthe neans to comuni cate and wit hout

the political pOwer to begin to change the national political econony.
The next |evel involves education, sonetinmes described as the greatest
censor (3, p. 241. State education has for decades been used for ideol og-
i cal purposes by the South African governnent (4, p. 141 to reinforce
the privileged position of Wites and to control the social and politica
potential and econonmic utility of the Black najority. The inferiority of
Bl ack education is denponstrated by the relative suns spent on Wite

and Bl ack children: the latest show that in 1985/86 R 2,746 was spent on
each White child. The figures for those classified as Indian and Col -
oured were R 1,386 and R 891, respectively. Black children living in
white areas had R 387 spent on them while the figures for the bantu-
stans varied froma high of R 278 in Bophuthatswana to a | ow of R 184

in Lebowa 151. These figures give a quantitative indication of relative
deprivation. They have been given a graphic di nension by the Soweto
Uprising of 1976 and persistent school boycotts and stayaways ever

since. Wiile the political econony denies access to the infrastructure of
conmuni cati ons, except of course that controlled by the governnent,

i nferior education denies children the chance to devel op their linguistic
skills and pnential for structured thought and persuasive reasoning.
Taken together, these two nmeans of censorship constitute an ,essive
structure which is specifically designed to deny to the nass of t people
the nr Is and ability to comrunicate their frustrations, aspirations, or
IN A STATE OF EMERGENCY 3

essential hunmanity to their fell ow South Africans, a human right wth-
hel d because it poses a threat .to the continued existence of apartheid.
For individual |eaders and activists who escape these circunstances,

the government has erected an inpressive array of security legislation
aimed at silencing the individual right to communicate. A conplex set of
statutes built around the Suppression of Communi sm Act of 1950 was
centralized in the Internal Security Act of 1982. This |egalizes a vast
array of human rights infringenents: individuals may be banned from

any activity involving comunication and restricted to given areas, a
formof civic death; individuals may be detained for interrogation, as
state witnesses or for preventive reasons, and in such circunstances
many t housands have been tortured nentally or physically; organiza-

tions may be banned and their assets seized; and publications such as
newspapers sinilarly proscribed. Al of these neasures inply broad

fornms of censorship, and their frequent use has created a climte of fear
and uncertainty which has partially achi eved the ai mof which censors in
totalitarian states dream the self-censored society.

The fact that the authorities have failed to achi eve a conveni ent

synbi osi s between the threat of repressive |egislation and qui escence of
the critical is epitom zed by the States of Energency decl ared under the
Public Safety Act of 1953. The first was inposed on March 30, 1960, and

| asted 123 days (61. The second was declared on july 21, 1985, and
covered various parts of the country, mainly in the Transvaal and Cape
Province, until lifted on March 7, 1986 171. The respite lasted only unti
June 12, 1986, with the declaration of a national Emergency which is stil



in effect at the time of witing (81 and which sone observers maintain

can never be lifted by the present regime. The State of Emergency has a
nunber of purposes encapsulated in the Wnning Hearts and M nds

(WHAM) strategy: to buy the conpliance of radicalized communities

through material inprovenent; to isolate and destroy popular politica
organi zations by detaining | eaders and activists, thus raising to unaccept-
able levels the price of anti-apartheid involvenent; and to place in
officially approved political structures conpliant Black politicians nore
amenable to a futtn e without fundanmental change. The successful pros-
ecution of such policies requires a severe |evel of censorship In order to
prevent the circulation inside and outside the country ofevidence of the
means used by the South African government to put down the popul ar

revolt which grew fromthe Vaal Uprising at Sebokeng on Septenber 3,

1984 191. 11l effect the State of Emergency is an adm ssion of failure and
weakness beneath a facade of kragdadiglnid.2 Its censorship provisions,

2. An Afrikaans word whic! translates as "forceful ness."
ironfistedness and relates to Steanroller tactics. A

In a political context

it nmeans
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and their effect on library collections and intellectual activity, formthe
central investigation of this article.

A hfth level of censorship is enbodied in statutes which address

specific segments of South Africa’ s econonmy and society and restrict the

flow of information to that provided or endorsed by official spokesper-

T sons. Innovatiye reporters and conmentators willing to risk crimna

proceedi ngs occasionally find | oopholes in the |egislation, but in genera

| it is true to say’'that nothing nmay be published on the police, prisons. oi
supply, uranium nucl ear energy, defense. post nortem proceedings, _

nati onal supplies procurenment, or national keypoints wthout officia

sanction. The Prohibition of Information and Laws on Cooperation and

Devel opnent Acts of 1982 tightened the grip of the authorities upon

i nformati on about government policies and activities. This body of |egis-

[ ati on has the specific purpose of distorting the information system of

the country and creating a skewed nodel which not only denies factua

data to the population at |arge but also inhibits the devel opnent ofi deas

and paves the way for the acceptance of governnent propaganda and

m si nformati on (10, pp. 21-221. The governnment is al so w thhol ding

nore information fromthe public: two recent exanples involve detailed
tourismfigures and ship novenents, details of which are no | onger

publ i shed because of econonic sanctions.

Finally, two statutes, the Publications Act of 1974 and the Interna

Security Act of 1982, provide for the banning of specific bodies of

literature, the prescription of which has had a significant inmpact upon

political discourse and academ c activity. The details have been reported

el sewhere (1 |, 121, but a summary conpletes this description of South

African state censorship. The Publications Act prescribes titles, sone of

whi ch are deened "possessi on prohibited." The Internal Security Act

bans all the work of banned and |isted3 persons nunbering 417 in

August 1988 |131; works published by or dissenminating the policy of

illegal organizations (possession prohibited); and titles deemed to pro-

note the ainms of communi sm (al so possessi on prohibited). Large |ibrar-

ies, including all academc libraries, hold blanket permts enabling them

to lend material which does not fall into possession-prohibited categories

to students and academ cs, provided the titles are nornmally held under

3. The distinction between |listed and banned persons is inportant. Listed persons. many
of whom are political exiles. generally belong to a proscribed organi zation |like the
South African Communi st Party. Congress of Denocrats, or Congress of South African
Students. They nay not be quoted. and listing may extend beyond the |ife of an

i ndi vidual . Banned persons have specilic restrictions placed on themfor defined pe-
ri ods, and banning orders expire with the death ofan individual. The banned category
has been | argely superseded by restriction orders issued under the Energ except
for a group of people convicted of treason.

IN A STATE OF EMERGENCY 5

| ock and key, a register of usage and a separate catal og are kept, consul -
tation takes place under supervision, photocopies are not nade, and

only staff and postgraduates renove themfromthe library. In the case

of the works of banned and |isted persons access is denied altogether to
under graduates, and quoting is forbidden while the police have a statu-
tory right to nonitor the state of the collection. The nere possessi on of
such banned material is not an offense, but inportation, retail, circula-
tion, display. or continued printing or publication is forbidden, restrict-
ing acquisition and usage to the large libraries. The material which falls
into the three possession-prohibited categories may not be held by li-
braries w thout the specific perm ssion of the Directorate of Publications
or the Director of Security Legislation as appropriate nor may research-
ers consult it without simlar permn ssion

Under the Internal Security Act the state nmay denmand a R 40, 000

bond from new newspapers which it might in future have to ban. The

| argest such deposit (R 30,000) was requested in Decenmber 1988 when

the left-wing Afri kaans newspaper D e Vrye Weekbl ad applied for regis-
tration. Article 19, the recently forned international censorship watch-
dog organi zati on based in London, estinmates that at |east ten new news-
papers have been stillborn as a result of such sanctions 114, p. 431
Clearly the Internal Security Act forms part of the state security infra-
structure, but so too does the Publications Act. Although it al so deals
wi t h pornographi c and bl asphenbus material, a |arge neasure of the
Publication Act’'s inpact is felt by political publications. In the period
1981/ 82- 4986/ 87 92’ percent of 8,983 original subm ssions were nade



by agents of the state such as custons and exci se officers, the police. and
officials of the Directorate of Publications and only 8 percent by pub-

i shers and the general public. During the periods 1980-81/1984-85

and 1986-87, 4,324 (49 percent) of 8,797 titles submtted were found to

be undesirable (151. There is at present a trend to |ift bans on books,

mainly literary works, acadenmic treatises on Marxi sm and dated soci o-

political analyses of South Africa.4 This does nothing to disguise the fact

that much South African research has been exiled; the general ability to

under stand South African soci ety has been underm ned, areas of South

Africa are conpletely closed to research, and sechensorship and privat-

i sm have becone the refuge of South African scholars confronted by

real or apparent bibliographic dead ends. In general, it is reasonable to

argue that the potential contribution of academ cs to society as a whol e

has been underm ned, and the social relevance of universities has been

di m ni shed (171.

4. The South African Libra ' Cape Town, one of the country’s |live copyright libraries,
has been in the forefron he process ol appealing to the Publications Appeal Board
to lift restrictions on such works; see (161

ed
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Censorshi p under the Emergency

Such are the different facets of South African censorship fromthe
general to the specific and the context within which to consider the
censorship inplications of the State of Energency. This is inportant
because the potential of sonme sections of the regulations has yet to be
reali zed, and an educated forecast can be nmade on the bases of state
tactics and strategy in other areas of the censorship system The current
nati onal Energency regul ations were first published on June 12, 1986

I'S). Many sections, especially those relating to the nedia or the detention
of persons, were subsequently overturned in whole or in part, by the
Nat al Supreme Court in particular. Mst such |iberaljudgments were
reversed by the Appeal Court in Bloenfontein, a body which tends to
show a preference for the state's perceived security needs at the expense
of the individual and corporate civil rights of persons and groups oppos-
ing apartheid. Were the authorities have failed to win a case on appeal
they have sinply reworded the regul ations at the point of the mandatory
renewal of the Emergency at m dnight on junc 11 of each year (81; or
brought out new sets of regulations such as the Medi a Emergency
Regul ati ons of August 1987 1181. The annual renewal thus represents a
consol i dati on of proclamations under the Public Safety Act, and for the
purpose of this article those gazetted onjune 1 1, 1988, are regarded as
operative.

Censorship is both inplicit and explicit in the Emergency regul ations.
Four aspects energe, the nost obvious being prior censorship and the
suspensi on of publications, restraints placed upon news gathering at
source, and the suppression of anti-apartheid viewpoints. The fourth
aspect lies in the degree to which the Emergency epitom zes the grow ng
mlitarization of South African society, a devel opnent which has inpli-
cations for comuni cation and resource buil ding. The clauses rel evant

to censorship are contained in the Security and the Medi a Emergency
regul ati ons together with the schedule of restricted organi zati ons.

Prior Censorship

Under the Energency it is prohibited to publish information on security
force action; restricted gatherings; certain strikes and boycotts deened
subversive; utterances of persons or officials of restricted organizations;
the circunstances, treatnent, and rel ease of detainees; and advertise-
ments published in respect of banned or restricted organi zati 0$Thc

5. The s’ has had to becone nore precise about its definition of subversive material
\%
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determi nation of the state in this regard is indicated by the prohibition
pl aced upon the publication of blank spaces aincl deletions which reflect
the effect of the regulations6é and on the printing in a seconcl title of
mat eri al whi ch woul d have appeared in a suspended publication. Ex-

enpted fromthese prohibitions are officials and nmenbers of govern-

nent departnments (sonme of whom nake their own use of the statenents

of restricted organizations),7 Parlianment and the President’s Councnl

nost judicial proceedings except those relating to detainees; and,
significantly, a bona fide library carrying out normal |oan acttvxty. The
government version of the news is released by a Bureau of | nformation
setup on Septenber 14, 1985, initially to present abroad _a tnore palat-
abl e version of South African reality 119, p. 621. In the opinion of sone
anal ysts the Bureau of Information is not only a nanager of news but

al so an agent of repression because since june 12., 1986, it hits been the
sol e source for reporting unrest. The bureau typifies the belief that the
key to the struggle for South Africa is the control of information T20, p
55; 21, p. 16; 221. Thus Louis Nel, deputy mnister of Information, was
able to put forward the view that South Africa does not have censorship
just a limtation on what can be reported (231.

It is unlikely that a library will be prosecuted for Circul ating a publicat-
tion containing prohibited information. There are, however, nore seri-
ous inmplications for libraries contained in the prohibitcd-informtion
clauses. The state is attenpting to erase fromthe docunented record
essential facts about contenporary South African society, a nmattenof

i mportance for future historians faced with gaps in published rnatertal.
These are likely to affect researchers interested in security force

met hods, boycott campaigns, 8 and political detainees, arnong nore 1m
portant aspects of South African sociopolitics. The mainline, comer-
August 1986 the Natal Supreme Court found only one of six definitions precise enongh
to be valid in law. a decision which created tenporary space for press freedom During



the period Septenber-Decenber 1987, however. it clained it had identified 301 press
reports with subversive content 115. 1986/87, p. 411. . kK

6. -1noj une 1986 three newspapers. Star, Sawel an, and Wekly Matl, were warned that’blan _
spaces and del etions could be construed as subversion. By way of protest the editor at
the Sawel an wote in his weekly colum about a potato.

7. Talking with the ANC, published in Johannesburg by the EEpertnEnt of I nformauon |1
1986, quotes the South African Comruni st Party (SACP) nine tinmes and the African

Nati onal Con ress (ANC) thirt --four tines. _ _

8. 1n the crisis ogf political legitimicy and econom c decline in which the South Afncat

systemfinds itself. boycott is an inportant nonviolent neans of Protest (or lantti
apartheid South Africans. Election boycotts have challenged the ractst constituul ona
di spensation; rent and s ' e boycotts, the financially exol ottauve hature of Black oca
government; and consu ycotts, Wiile right-wing city counctls and Bl ack organi -

zations believed to be collaborating with the system

Q
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cial press has been effectively nmuzzled by these restrictions as well as by
non- Energency security legislation and a traditional caution born of
conservati ve managenent and the pressures of advertising revenue.

Since the early 19805 there has devel oped, however, an alternative

phi |l osophy in the press which, while operating under enornpus con-

straints, has had the courage to test and chal |l enge these Emergency

regul ations to the limt. For exanple, the actions ofthe security forces
may not be reported, but it has been possible to docunent the reactions

of crowds in such a way that the inforned reader understands quite

clearly what has happened, for exanple, in a tear gas attack.9 The
alternative press has also tested the regul ations by arguing that once the
police have issued a daily "unrest report," newspapers may add their

own information and interpretation.”’0 1n this way the alternative press

has attenpted to preserve for the historical record informtion about

the condition of South Africa by extending the tradition of confronting
gray areas of security legislation with pro-active and aggressive re-
sponses to the Emergency regul ations

Sei zure

Under the State of Emergency, however, the potential for creative
interpretation of the | aw has been severely curtailed. The authorities

have general powers of entry, search, and seizure, and specific power to

sei ze publications or recordings. Such seizures becanme nore common in

1988. For exanple. on July 20, 1988, police seized 14,300 copies of the
Learn and Teach bookl et The Histon'c S peach of Nelson Rolihlala Mandel a at
the Rivonia Trial even though the speech is part of open court proceed-

i ngs and the docunmented history of South Africa. Excerpts had al ready

been printed by two newspapers and the Bureau of Information in its
propaganda panphl et Talking with the ANC. 1n the ensuing case in the

Rand Suprene Court, M. justice Gordon described the Emergency as a

"super censor over the courts" (26). On August 5, volune 4. nunber 30

of the Weekly Mai! was seized, followed by forty-eight hours of silence
before the police provided an explanation. It was accused by the au-
thorities of Houting the regul ations concerning reporting of security

force action and underm ning conscription by covering the views of

9. A good exanple is contained in 1241. Similarly police cars are known as "famliar yel
ow

vehi cl es” and the police thensel ves as "people who may not be named because of the
Ener gency regul ations."

10. This was rejected by the Rand Suprene Court in a case follow ng seizure Wekly

Mail in August 1988. It is not pernissible to add facts or report a differen sion of
ever" ' see |251. t
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consci enti ous objectors. Al Qulam an anti-apartheid Miuslimnonthly,

| ast appeared in july 1988. In |ate August, 5,000 copies of the next
edition were seized because they contai ned an adverti senent supporting

a boycott of the forthcom ng rmunicipal elections on Cctober 26. Al
Qal am was subjected to repeated raids and the confiscation of docunents
and phot ographs in Septenber and Cctober and has not been able to
publish since. A fourth seizure involved Crisis News, a Western Province
Counci | of Churches publication, of which 30,000 copies were im

pounded in August.

yCensorshi p by sei zure was not unknown in pre-Enmergency South

Africa, but it has becone a nore frequently used tactic to suppress the
publication of anti-apartheid data and opinion. On Septenber 9, 1988,
the power of seizure under the Energency was transferred fromthe
Department of Home Affairs to that of Law and Order, in other words,

to the security police. In the past such police powers (under the 1nterna
Security Act) could be challenged in court, but under the Energency the
judiciary has no power to intervene if the police have decided that the
regul ati ons have been breached. At the tine, it was felt that this m ght
i ndi cate governnent inpatience with the suspension process (see bel ow),
whi ch had caused a certain amount of enbarrassnment through its slow
processes, inefficiency, and ensuing dissension 1271. Wth each new State
of Energency or suspension, el aborate procedures had to be re-initiated
and such bureaucracy. it was suggested, did not fit the inmage of quick
Firm decisive action favored by the security forces.

Suspensi on



1t subsequently emerged that increased police powers were not to sup-

pl ant the warni ng and suspensi on process. Since Cctober 1987 the

M ni ster of Home Affairs has issued a steady stream of warni ngs agai nst
peri odi cal publications and suspended five of them Under the Ener-

gency he has the power to prohibit the publication and production of

naned titles for up to three nonths in the case of a registered periodica
and for six nonths when unregi stered. Such a suspension is subject to

two gazetted warni ngs, and those warned have the right to nake repre-
sentations to the mnister. Twelve publications have received a first
warning so far, as shown in table 1. El even of themrepresent anti-
apartheid viewpoints, and the twelfth was a far right publication which is
no | onger produced. One of the ten has been silenced as its parent body,
the End Conscription Canpaign, was restricted in August 1988. The

purpose of this punitive ower was seen at the outset by those likely to be
affected as the restrict f reporting on the ains and activities of extra
Parlianmentary organi zations |281.

KJ
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TABLE 1 .

Newswwens WARNED AN!') SUSPENDED BY THE M Nl suk OF HOVE Aruns AND
COVIVUNI CATI ONS UNDER SECTION 6 or THE MEDI A EMERGENCY R. EGULATI ONS
Title Warni ngs Qutcone

New Nati on October, Decenber 1987 Suspended March 22-June 10,

1988

Work in Progress Novenber, Decenber 1987;

january 1988

Di e Stem Novenber, Decenber 1987 Ceased publication

Decenber 1987

Sou’ eum November 1987 . . .

Sout h Novenber, Decenber 1987 Suspended May 10-_ 1lune 10.

1988

Weekly Mail Decenber 1987; April, Suspended Novemnber 1-28.

, May, August 1988 1988

Grassroots April 1987; lanuary 1988 Suspended February 17-May

16. 1989 .

Parent organization restricted

August 1988

Qut of Step April 1987

Sunm aun April 1987 .. .

New Era june 1988; january 1989 Suspended February 17-May

16. 1989

Free Azani a Novenber 1988

1 Al Qal am January 1989

The first publicution to face suspension, New Nation, whose produc-

tion is underwitten by the Roman Cat holic Church, evaded banni ng
initially, on january 15, 1988, by taking the matter to court. 1ts case
concerned the vagueness of the regulations and the fact that fifteen
objections to its contents made by the mnister were inconprehensible.
Sone of the material which he found objectionable had al ready ap-

peared in the Afrikaans Press, for exanple. The Rand Suprene Court

rul ed agai nst New Nation, arguing that the Energency regul ati ons were
"abundantly clear" and nmaintaining that they had been violated in three
i ssues of the newspaper, including one published prior to the gazetting
of nmore stringent media regulations in August 1987 1291.11 The judge
effectively advised that doubtful material should be omtted.

" Anot her newspaper under threat, the Weekly Mail, put its view of the
government’s purpose unconprom singly when New Nation was sus-

pended for thirteen weeks on March 22: "They banned the New Nation

11. The state seens to have a particular aversion to New Nation. In Novenber 1988 a
young man was arrested at a bus stop in Lebowa for reading a copy of New ' ' 71. back
i ssues Ol1"Learning Nation" were confiscated fromhis home. and he was quTned by
securf’v police at Tzaneen police station; see 1301.

tv
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and damed it to silence because it dared to reflect the violence of
apartheid . . . because it gave a voice to the voteless majority . . . because
it articulated the aspirations of mllions of oppressed people” 1311
Weekly Mail expressed its support by publishing on its second page a
reproduction of page 3 of the New Nation which would have been
publ i shed on March 24, 1988, had it not been for the su5pcnsion. For
three nmonths one particul ar viewpoi nt on South African events was thus
silenced. In addition New Nation’s "Learning Nation" supplenent, which
promotes a radical interpretation of South African history and serializes
courses in bookkeeping, prose witing, algebra, and health, was sup-
preSsed. This puts forward a phil osophy of education which chall enges
state education and is a valuable cumulating resource in the libraries of
human rights and community organi zati ons, and trade unions.

The government next suspended South, a Cape Town-based newspa-

per, for one nonth from May 10, 1988. Its editor, Rashid Seria, had

poi nted out the obvious intention of the authorities to aimat the nore
peri pheral of the alternative newspapers 1321, although this action pre-
cipitated the international Save the Press Canpai gn. Suspended newspa-
pers have made constructive use of their enforced idleness. for exanple.
hel pi ng ot her community newspapers, |aunching a press agency, and
produci ng other media 1331. After a lull of some nonths, during which
time the government made strong verbal attacks on the alternative
press,.2 it took action against the Weekly Mail, suspending it for one




nonth from Novenber 1 in a nove that was widely interpreted as a

retreat, in the face of international pressure, fromnore severe action.

The Weekly Mail is generally recognized as the nost prom nent of the

alternative press, originally founded in response to the coll apse of the

Rand Daily Mail in 1985 1351’3 It presents a high standard of reporting

on political, econom c, and human rights issues in South Africa and an

i mportant proportion of analytical material as well as a significant arts

section. It is a vital channel for inforned. anti-apartheid opinion and has

during its three-year history become an inportant academ c resource. It

draws upon the work of a number of organizations specializing in

di stinct sociopolitical fields. such as the Hunan Ri ghts Conmi ssion.

Lawyers for Human Rights, and the South African Council of Churches,

and makes this information accessible on a weekly basis. Al though the

Weekly Mail is vulnerable to the standard deficienci es of newspapers as

an academ c source, it provides what is frequently the only material of

12. Mnister of Hone Affairs Stofi’el Botha described the alternative press on May 18,
1988, as "nedia tcrroris " who gave publicity to "revol utionaries"; see 1341.

13. The stateprcsident of 6 Africa heralded the closure as a step toward "consensual
politics" 135. p. 71.

1d
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any depth on crucial aspects of the South African condition. Since it is

i ndexed, it is an interimresource filling the gap between the annua
publication of Survey of Race Relalions (361, recognized as a prinmary
source on South African affairs. A breakdown of the material found

obj ectionable by the minister gives an indication of the expiicit threat to
research endeavor contained in the paper’s suspension. He was parti cu-
larly concerned about its coverage of security force action, the activities
andi ai rs of banned and restricted organi zati ons, and the views of

consci enti ous objectors, all topics deserving conprehensive coverage in
the nation's libraries and vital to a reasoned debate about the future of
South Africa. A closer ook at the articles found offensive further
illustrates this: publication of constitutional guidelines put forward by
the African National Congress acconpani ed by sober analysis and sone
hostil e conmrent; an academi c analysis by a respected political scientist at
the University of the Wtwatersrand on the current state of the Pan
Africani st Congress; and a general article on the secretary general of the
Sout h African Council of Churches, Frank Chikune. The nminister is

obliged to list the itens which offend but not to give reasons L937, p. 1451
Further neasures gazetted agai nst the press include the proscription

of titles regarded as coutinuations of suspended publications and the
conpul sory deposit of copies of periodicals free of charge for scrutiny.
These restrictions also frustrate the publication process.

I nformati on Gathering

A particular characteristic of the State of Energency has been its inhibit-
ing effect on information gathering at source. This is not a new devel op-
ment, as restrictions on access to Black areas of South Africa have | ong
been in force, but the Energency regulations are specifically franmed in
order to prevent the gathering of certain types of information. For

i nstance, reporters and photographers are obliged to renove thensel ves
fromthe scene of security force action, and the taking of photographs is
forbi dden. Trai ned observers are frequently excluded by declaring an

area, such as the scene of a strike, an i’ operational zone" even where.
there is no active unrest. In this fashion, the nethods and conduct of the
security forces remai n unobserved by those with the skills and inclina-
tion to add such data to the docunented record of contenporary South
Africa.

At the time of the declaration of the iifth Enmergency on June 11

1988. the government announced its intention to register news agency

busi nesses and those enpl oyed by them (38). The South Africa.vem

nent has long wanted to control jou rnalists, and a register was suggested
V
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by the 1982 Steyn Commi ssion, but this has been averted by self-
regul ati on agreenments with the nmainline Newspaper Press Union

(NPU). 1n the 19805, however, parallel to the growth of the alternative
press has been the devel opnent of alternative news agenci es which have
gathered information and released it to the press in a way inconpatible
with the State of Energency. The proposed register was ai med at such
activity, but its inplications were inperfectly thought out, opposition
was i ntense, and the regulation was withdrawn on july 28, 1988. How

ever, the threat of registration, which has hung over South African
journalists for sone years, renmins.

Suppressi on of Viewpoints

At an individual level, the greatest inpact of the Energency has been

felt by the detention without trial provisions. The exact nunber of
persons detained sincejuly 1985 is not known because of the disruption
experi enced by human rights organizations active in this field, the enor-
mty of the task, and the lack of nonitoring structures in snall towns and
rural areas. Detention was comon before 1985, npbst notably under the
Terrorismand Internal Security Acts, but the nunbers of persons

det ai ned annually were in the hundreds. Since m d-1985, at |east 40,000
peopl e have been detained |391. Anpbng them have been nany j ournal -

ists: for exanple, alnobst the entire staff of Saanslaan, an Qudtshoorn
conmuni ty newspaper, have been detained at sonme stage. Sonme 500

have been in prison without trial since June 1986, and an equal numnber
have experienced detention for over one year. The purpose of the state

is quite clear: this is preventive detention designed to silence articul ate
| eaders and organi zers of anti-apartheid organizationsi" Their views,

and their ability to dissem nate themthrough any nedia, are securely



| ocked up in prison in the same way as those of fellow activists convicted

in the many political trials that have taken place in South Africa since the

m d- 19505.' 5

Those who have been rel eased enter what has beconme known in now

rather cliched terns as the larger prison of South Africa. |nportant

14. One of the longesbscrving detainees. Louis Miguni. is a lecturer in philosophy from
the University of the North at Turiioop and Northern Transvaal president of the

United Denocratic Front. Held sincejune 12. 1986. he was hospitalized tw ce during

his detention. which ended in md-February 1989. -

15. The latest is the Del mas Treason Trial involving a 420-day trial, twenty-two defen-
dants. and 911 individt ' nd fifty organi zati onal co-conspirators. The conviction of
four of the defendan. treason charges effectively nade illegal nass peacefu
nobi | i zati on agai nst apart hei d.

d KJ
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| eaders have been restricted under the Emergency in a fashion | ess

obvi ous than those banned in the pre-Energency era under the Interna
Security Act. Gone are the days when careers were callously wecked,

and all social life was denied. Neverthel ess, the restrictions suffered
today contain functional and geographical limtations. Al though they

vary from person to person, they tend to restrict ex-detainees to a given
magi sterial district and sonmetines to evening and ni ght-time house

arrest, and frequently contain prohibitions on publishing and public
speaking as well as access to institutions involved in the dissem nation of
i nformation. Such restrictions are now comopnpl ace on the rel ease of

| ong-term hi gh-profile detainees.| 6 They may al so, since Septenber 22.
1988, sinply be gazetted on anyone wi thout being personally served.
Simlarly the governnent has acted against anti-apartheid organiza-

tions. Under pre-Enmergency security |egislation organizations were

banned and their assets conftscated-the African National Congress

(ANC). Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), and the Christian Institute are
famous exanpl es. Under the State of Energency such effective corpo-

rate death is not inposed, as organizations are able to exist in naneg,
carry out adm nistrative tasks, and neet financial obligations. Beyond
this. all activity is proscribed, including publication of their, or anyone
el se’s, data and ideas. On February 24, 1988, seventeen anti-apartheid
organi zations were restricted entirely, and the Congress of South Afri-
can Trade Unions was prohibited fromengaging in any activity outside a
narrow definition of trade union work. The seventeen organi zations

were involved in grassroots anti-apartheid activism education, and hu-
man rights nmbnitoring. A few days later the Commttee for the Defense

of Denobcracy, an unbrella body forned in Cape Town to carry on sone

of these tasks, was itself restricted. In August 1988 the End Conscription
Canpai gn, an organi zati on opposed to military conscription, the occu-
pati on of Nam bia, and the presence of the South African Defence Force

in Black townships was restricted, and from Cctober to Decenber twelve
nore political and conmunity organizations, including one founded in

the aftermath of the February restrictions, were effectively banned. The
amount of literature thus censored was enornous. Most inportant, the

State of Energency has cut off the How of information and opi nion
concer ni ng consci enti ous objection, human rights violations (detentions,
political trials, assassinations, and di sappearances), alternative educa-
16. For example, Zwel akhe Sisulu, editor of New Nation. was held for 735 days and
rel eased on Decenber 2. 1988, when he was effectively disbarred frompolitical or
journalistic activity. Hs restriction order runs to three pages and showt he was
held fox his work as ajournalist 1401. He had been detained tw ce before, 981 and
19V and banned beLWen 1980 and 1983.

| vi
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tion, and grassroots organi zati on and net hods of resistance in the Bl ack

t ownshi ps.

The governnment has used relatively | ow key and sophisticated tech-

niques with a primary, but not sole, aimof reinforcing censorship of
anti-apartheid viewoints and data which would cast its actions in a poor
light. In the words of Desnond Tutu, archbishop of Cape Town: "The
government’s idea is to snmash effective political opposition, no matter
how peaceful and to rule with the jackboot. . . . Many people see it here
as a declaration of war agai nst peaceful and legally operating groups"
(411.’ 7 The government’s strategy has not been entirely successful. Sone
churches have taken up part of the work of restricted organizations, and
docunent ati on tasks have been shoul dered by unaffected bodi es. Some
restricted groups, especially in the area of hunman rights nonitoring,

have re-enmerged under new nanes. and the Human Ri ghts Comi ssion

was establi shed in Johannesburg. By the end of 1988 there were signs

that the disrupted docunentation process was beginning to revive.
Mlitarization

The overall characteristic of the current State of Emergency is the extent
to which it contributes to the growing mlitarization of South African
soci ety. Under the Emergency a limtation of liability in terns of civi

" and crimnal proceedings covers the actions of all security force person-
nel as long as they act in good faith and have reason to believe that they
are behaving in the interests of state security. In other words, security
force power, including censorship, is virtually Iimtless unless mala tide
can be proved in court. The State of Energency is the |egal device by
which the country is increasingly admnistered by the National Security



Managenent System (NSMS). This has been devel oped since the late

19705, and while details are still obscure, it is kngwn that it shadows
every level of civil admnistration fromparliament to | ocal governnent.
Each basic unit, known as aj oi nt Managenent Centre (j MC) (431, has

four main interests: information gathering, security, welfare, and com
muni cations. The latter function, known by the Afrikaans acronym

Konkom ( Konmmuni kasi e Konmittee) has rel evance to the information

di ssem nation structure of South Africa and thereby to libraries."1 Wile
a path of silence has been drawn across so many aspects of South African
Iife, Konkom generates publicity for government initiatives through

17. His opinion is anplilie 42).

18. It is widely believed that Itemhas a penchant for literary endeavor
snmear panphl et s.

x_/

in the form of
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printed and other nedia fornms, with the aid of |ocal organiiations which

have the approval of the authorities. NSM5S strategy is based on the
counter-insurgency theory of Beaufre (44, pp. 48 ff .1, which argues that

the "total onslaught" against South Africa manifests itself in a |ow

intensity civil war in which words and t houghts are weapons U4, p. 411

There is increasing evidence that those involved in docunmenting human

rights abuses are potential assassination victins.1l9 No aspect of social
econom c. or bolitical life is imune frommlitarization, and the inpact

upon libraries is likely to be felt in the formof grow ng |acunae in

col l ections covering South African affairs.

Censorship, Information, and Libraries

In many senses the State of Energency represents a microcosm of South

African censorship. Like apartheid itself and its educational system it is

used to divide people front one another and accentuate their differences

rather than their comon humanity and problens. This is achieved by

cutting channel s of comruni cation between different conmunities in

such a way that ignorance is encouraged. Like non-Enmergency security

| egislation, it contains the power to silence articulate individuals and
infiuential organizations in a variety of ways, denying themthe access to

the media that is vital to discourse in such a vast country with its

vari egated society.20 Like the |egislation which controls the flow of data

on specific aspects of the political econony, it hanpers know edge about

state policy and nethodol ogy which would lead to a fuller understand-

ing of the nature of South African society and therefore ideas about how

it mght be changed. Finally, like the statutes which control access to

books and periodicals, it allows the state to ban outright, as a | ast resort,
publ i cations which break through the censorship net.

Not wi t hst andi ng the need to see censorship as a continuum there is

19. Beliswa Mhlawuli ol’ G nmsnob. who appeared in the BBC docunentary "Suffer the
Children." lost an eye in an attack on her in Guguletu. Cape Town, in early 1988.
Codfrey Dhl onp, a young Detai nees Parents Support Committee worker. who ap-
peared in a simlar Anmerican docunentary. was killed in February 1988 near johan-
nesburg. On May 1, 1989. Dr. David Wbster, senior lecturer in social anthropology at
the University of Lhe Wtwatersrand and a wel | -known hunman rights activist, was shot
dead by gunnen outside his home. He had just conpleted a report for the United
Nati ons on political assassinations in South Africa.

20. One of the nobst disturbing aspects of the declaration of the State of Enmergency on
june 12, 1986. was the sense of isolation and | ack of news about local ' nd nationa
events experienced by those closely involved. A major task of anti-aind groups
since then has been to keep open channels of comunication and to de op alterna-
ti’ iedia.

Vv,
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virtue in detaching a conponent such as the State of Enmergency and

subjecting it to close scrutiny, in particular conparing it to other facets

of the system Although fewer papers are being witten on the topic than

ten years ago, there is quantitative and qualitative evidence HS, 461 to

show that "traditional" censorship, epitom zed by the book-banning

provi sions of the Publications and Internal Security Acts, remmins a

problem for research and library collection building in South Africa. It

is also, however, an obstacle which the adventurous have sonetines

been able to avoid. This has been feasible because of a nunber of

internal contradictions in the bureaucratic nethods required to sustain

itzihe need to use librarians, who are not al ways cooperative, to police

the system the difficulty of tracing all the published work of banned and
listed persons; and the inpossibility. in a relatively open society with

strong links with other countries, of controlling the world' s literature.

By conparison with the censorship described above as "traditional,h"

the censorship provisions of the State of Emergency may be character-

ized as "radical," fully justifying the governnents description of its

tactics as a "total response." The Emergency censorship provisions re-

quire no surrogates, such as librarians, and are directly adm nistered by

state agents, representing a significant change in tactics. Lists of titles
banned under the Publications and Internal Security Acts suggest that

the main area of library stock affected is overseas theoretical materia

used to place |ocal research in context. Emergency censorship. on the

other hand, clearly has little effect on this type of publication. In the
course of less than three years, however, it has already had a devastating
effect on the collection and publication of the raw material of the

soci opolitical and econom ¢ condition of South Africa, a trend which wll



leave a lasting inmprint on the country’ s libraries. The irony of this

situation lies in the fact that’the Energency has, inysone acadenic

quarters, stimulated the urge to research and docunent, so dramatic are

the events unfol ding around peopl e.

Nevert hel ess, intellectual activity was placed under an effective Statt

of Emergency well before 1985, and sonme aspects have for years been

potentially crimnalized. The library stock affected has bel onged al npbst
exclusively to the arts and social sciences, although a few scientists are to

be found in the ranks of the Iistedfn The nature of the State of Emer-

gency will accentuate this, stifiing research in a wi de range of fields. Mos:
research in the hunmanities and social sciences requires as reference

21. For exanple. the fanobus South African botanist Eddie Roux, all of whose works at
education. South Afri politics. and history as well as pasture science. rural econ-
ony. and plant physich. are technically still banned because Roux was a nenber 01
the South African Comuni st Party. He died in 1966.
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poi nt or contextual franmework a background of documentation, and

there are many instances in South Africa where research has been

thwarted by an absence of library material. For exanple, South Africa

has one of the world' s worst records concerning capital punishnment. In
1988 a canpaign for its abolition was resuscitated, but attenpts by
researchers to locate a body of literature on the topic have led to

di sappoi ntnment. The State of Energency can only exacerbate this type

of situation. ’

Clearly, the existing South African political econony desperately

needs censorship to achieve optimum |l evels of conformty and intell ec-
tual repression and acceptance of ol’ hcial values. By censoring, it reveals
itself as extrenely insecure. Although the social structure and interna-
tional relations of South Africa are very different fromthose in Eastern
Europe, it is possible to apply Ml an Kundera' s definition of censorship
"organi zed forgetting" (47, p. 2351. In other words, censorship is a state-
orchestrated attenpt to erase from popul ar consci ousness and the his-
torical record areas of fact and ideas. Two proninent anti-apartheid
academ cs have responded to this in concrete terms by arguing that "our
struggle is also a struggle of menory agai nst forgetting"” P18, p. 41. One
of those convicted in Novenber 1988 in the Del mas Treason Tri al

Patrick Lekota, national publicity secretary of the United Denocratic
Front, has witten: uThe apartheid regine has tried to w pe out al

menory of the mass struggles of the t1950s. Leading political organiza-
tions of the time have been outl awed. Leaders and ordinary peopl e have
been jailed or forced into exile; others were killed. Some have been
banned or listed, their words, their menories becom ng unquot abl e.

Books, panphlets, posters. badges, flags were seized in nunmerous raids,

or were censored in silence. Years of canpaigning, nmass struggles in-
volving millions of people. all of these the systemhas tried to cast into
per manent oblivion" 148, p. 1971

In a society in which the information systemis so distorted and
mani pul ated, the position of libraries is obviously problematic. If libraro
ies are laboratories for peaceful intellectual endeavor and creativity,
then censorship is an act of violence against cerebral activity. In a
country as diverse as South Africa, in which political debate reaches
dept hs as fundanental as its geographical extent and the degree to

whi ch basic civil rights shall be offered, and to whom |I|ibraries have

i mense educational potential. Not only mght they act as a nexus for

di fferent strands of social and political thought fromw thin the country
but they are al so najor nmeans of access to such thought fromthe rest of
the world. Instead, they have, to a significant and al arm ng extent, been
harnessed to the political inperatives of the state. They e been
successfully cut off. for exanple, fromall but a fraction of e aspira-
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" tions and problens of the proletariat, that fragment which has been
docunent ed by academics and political activists. In this way, through no
fault of their own, they are a nonunment to our ignorance rather than

our understandi ng of South African society. Onvng to restrictions on

i ndi vidual s, corporate bodies, and dissem nation of official informatiOn,
vast | acunae are developing in the docunented record, and it is possible
that these gaps will never be filled even under a nore denocratic

di spensation. Sone material is available in foreign collections specializ-
ing in southern African affairs, and there are first signs of the expatria-
tion of South African documentation centers.22 However, even overseas

col l ections can do nothing to counter the various ways in which the

gover nrent suppresses publication

The role of the library is being progressively circunscribed, and it is
pertinent to conclude by considering what librarians mght do to counter
the trend. There is little evidence fromthe past to suggest that |ibrarians
as a professional group have done much to counter the fundanental s of
traditional censorship (11). Wthin the | ast decade, however, the founda-
tions of a new paradi gm have been laid within South African librari-
anship. It contains a number of weaknesses but draws its undoubted
strength fromthe desire to place librarianship within a denocratic and
post-apartheid context. Its adherents are to be found in all types of

i brary, although generally not yet in positions of great influence. The
nost active of themwork in resource centers run by groups of political
conmuni ty, trade union, church, and human rights organi zations (491

These are now |located in the major cities of South Africa. where they
collect actively the material of anti-apartheid groups and pronpbte its use



by a wi de spectrum of society, but particularly by those suffering from

an inferior education or. in extrem s, young people absent from schoo
because they are on the run fromthe police or vigilante groups allied to
the state

The existence of these libraries is precarious. They are often run by

groups which are at risk of banning or restriction, although some church
denom nations are increasingly assum ng a protective role. They are
frgggently raided by the police who have, as has been seen, w de powers

of seizure. Finally they are prime targets for the latest formof South
African censorship: arson as a result of firebonbing and expl osions (501.
Those who run libraries. resource centers, and docunmentation and

archive coll ections housing antigovernnent material are thus noving

toward the epicenter of a civil war. It is not easy to see how such

22. In Novenber 1987 the South African Council of Churches (SACC) exiled its Ecue
meni cal Docunentation and Information Centre for Eastern and southern Africa
(EDI CESA) to Harare babwe, because one of EDI CESA' s objectives is the docu-
nentation of the Sout . rican regional policy of destabilization
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resources can be protected when faced with the power at the di sposal of

the state or groups close to it. So far university libraries have been

virtually inmune fromstate action although reluctance to control uni-

versities too blatantly cannot be assuned in perpetuity: conditions in

South Africa change very rapidly, and the State of Enmergency has

provi ded the backdrop for sonme surreal experiences.

At least two librarians have been detai ned since md-1986, and others

have been questioned. The case of Annica van Gyl swk, an archivist in

charge of the Documentation Centre for African Studies at the Univer-

sity of South Africa in Pretoria, is the nost fanobus. In her enploynent,

and through her activities for the Black Sash in the Wnterveld region

she was closely involved with the material and the personalities of the
anti-apartheid noverrent, and rmuch of her interrogation by Security

Pol i ce focused on her travels as a collector of archival material. Her

jailers put her under severe psychol ogi cal pressure for sone weeks, and

her enpl oyers placed her on unpaid | eave. Threatened with further

i mprisonnent without trial, she elected to be deported to Sweden, |and

of her birth and passport. although she had lived in South Africa for

thirty years and was narried to a citizen (511. uHer experience provides

a nodel for the danger perceived by the State fromthe docunentation

of the struggle" 152, p. 1291

For the tine being. it would appear that there is sone space for

university libraries to pursue a creative acquisitions policy and fulfill 2m

- imaginative role in the docunentation of current affairs. This is particu-

larly pertinent in an era when the idea of the "people’s university" is

bei ng canvassed. One interpretation centers on the extension to the

oppressed of those ideals for which universities have traditionally

st ood- f reedom of expression, thought. and information, for in-

stance-but which have too often been the preserve of a privileged elite.
Universities could contribute to the denocratic process by assisting in

the docunentation, display, and circulation of nmaterial under threat

fromthe state.

The censorship ranifications of the State of Emergency should act as a

very clear signal to concerned South African librarians. Traditiona

censorship is dependent upon their cooperation-coerced or vol un-

tary-and it is within their power to break down one part of the system

while the authorities are otherwise involved in reinforcing it el sewhere.

South Africa has never |acked courageous opponents of authoritarian-

ismand racism Sone of the nost admirable are today involved in the

conmuni cations industry, and there are signs that such people are

becom ng involved in the profession of librarianship. The current strat-

egy of the South African denocratic noverent is to work for’ nd-

based and i nnovative opposition to the apartheid state at a tine en it

k, -
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faces crucial internal contradictions and a crisis of legitinmacy. There are
encour agi ng signs that sonme librarians are now ready to contribute

toward that process, creating a greater How of information whtch WI|I

help the citizenry forge its own future.
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"ORDER | S HEAVEN S FI RST LAW:
| TI NERANT LI BRARI ANS AND BI BLI OGRAPHI C CONTRQOL,
1887- 1915’
j oanne E. Passetg
In recent years the concept of the itinerant, or journeyman. catal oger has been
suggested as one solution to catal ogi ng backl ogs and shortages of professmally
trained catal ogers. The concept is not new. In the period between 1887 and
1915, when the United States was experiencing rapid library. devel opnment,
hundreds of librarians travel ed throughout the country organtznghbhary col -
lections. Itinerant librarians nmade significant professional contnbuuons- by
facilitating the wi despread adoption of stahdard cl assxflcatlon and cal al ogm g
schenmes and training local librarians to conunue the work. pnfottunately. their
very success al so encouraged two negative trends’ m hhrananshtp: |ow sal arles
and the practice of enploying untrai ned people In permanent capacnes.

South Africanjouna! on Human

I nt roduction

Bet ween 1887 and 1915 literally hundreds of itinerant l|ibrarians

travel ed throughout the United States organi zing school, public, alca-

demic, and special libraries. Demand for their services escal ateei dhrng
this era because of the rapid gromh of libraries, especially )pubhc. hbrztr-
ies. Thus, catalogers and classifiers traveled from Maine to Cahfornta,
fromFlorida to Washington, typically spending three to six nonths m

each location arranging a library's collections. Now, a century |ater,



di ssatisfaction with mninmal-1evel catal oging and a shortage of profes-
sionally trained catal ogcrs has pronpted reconsideration of the use of
the itinerant, or journeyman, librarian (2, 31. -

Even in 1887 the concept of a traveling librarian was not new. As early
as 1853 Charles C. jewett observed that it would "probably be found

1. (1. p. 441. _

2. raduate School of Library and Information Science. 120 Powel | Library, Unwerstty of
California. Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California 90024.
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