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J O NT STATEMENT

MEE' | WG BETWEEN ANC AND | NKATHA FREEDOM PARTY

DEMANONS

A neeting took place this evening between National Executive
Conmittcc nenbers of the ANC who constitute a special sub-

commttoo to look into the Natal violence, and a del egation of the
Central Committee of |nkatha Freedom Party.

This was a historic nmeeting and the first bctwocn such high-

runl dng officials of both organisations- since :11: London neeting of
1979.

Mattt-Lrs discussed were in thc; "main ,cxplontory. ,in nature and
each party sought to understand the other party’'s stance whil st
explaining its own.

Naturally, thd- issue of violence in Natal and el sewhere in the
country was top on the agenda and rcports-Qf tho various Loca
initiatives to diffusc it dane under the 'spotli’ght. As the' natters
di scussed were so grave, vital and .urgcnt, the nmeeting is due to
continue again on 26 Septenber, 1990.
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African Natiottal Congress Press Rel ease. 20th Septenber 1990;

The National Executive Conmittee of the African National Cengress,
met in extended session from Tuesday 18th Septenber until shortly
afternoon today, 20th Septenber.

The extended NBC neeting. which included representatives hf’

COSATU, the UDF. nenbers of the Interim Leadership and
representatives of all sixteen regions, 'was convened as a matter of
urgency to review the ANC s strategic and tactical perSpectives ix
view of the current wave of violence that has visited so rmuch deat h,
injury and msery on the African tovnshi ps of the Reef.

The neeting received an extensive report fromthe Joint Nationa
Worki ng Cormittee on Viol ence, cenprising representatives of the
ANC, COSATU and the UDP; and di scussed a Strategy Documnent

prepared under the auspices of the Political Conmittee.

The neeting noted that while the South African governnent is
evidently conmmtted to political change in South Africa, it is
becoming clear that it would prefer that change occurs on terns nost
favourable to itself. In pursuance of that objective. the governnent
has adopted a two-track policy which, on the one hand, aCCepts the
need to negotiate a settlenent of our country’s problens while, on
the ot her hand, devising stratagens to weaken the ANC and ot her
denocratic formations. . h

The governnment has, consequently, adopted a laissez faire attitude
towards the. violence in Natal and in the Transvaal with the hope that
it will generate a climate of insecurity, fear and ternr and thus make
a decisive majority 9f our people nore anenable to an authoritarian
regi me.

' The ANC condemms, in the strongest possible terns, the viol ence that
has been unl eashed agai nst the peeple of the townships in Natal and
the TranSvVaal by the conbined forces of elenments of the' security
services tnd Inkatha vigilantes and enphasi zes that the ongoi ng

vi ol ence poses an inmedi ate threat to the entire process of peacefu
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transition. Though the ANC has a profound and unwaveri ng
conmmitment to in peace our coutmy. we were the South African
government that, unless_ the governnent is seen to be’ taking
apprOpt-tate neasures to apprehend and prosecute the perpetrators

of this violence. it will have to assune full responsibility for the
detailing of the peace process .
M

It was the unani nobus opi nion of the NBC that the measures
announced by State President De Kl etk on Wdnesday 19th

Sept enber and those threatened by General Erasnus of the South
African Police ,on Saturday 15th Septenber. are designed to abridge
the civil liberties of the African popul ation. on the Reef, repress h
legitimate political activity, reintroduce the State of Energency by
guile, and not to bring an end to the violence or track down its
organi sers and instigators. 'h

We are obliged to draw the attention of the Seuth African people

and the international community to the act of bad faith commtted

by State President De Klerk in his nost xecemactions. It is a matter _
of record that pursuant of the addption of the Pretoria Mnute. a joint
CGovernment / ANC Worki ng Group was established to devise

nutual |y acceptable principles for the inplenentation of , a cease-
fire. Among the nunerous tasks with which this Wrking G oup was
charged was the disposition of the arns and ot her weapons in the
possession of the ANCts military wing. Urkhonto weSi zwe. The State
Presi dent has deliberately undennined this Wrking Goup by prep
enptively crimnalising the possession of such weapons. W cannot

but interpret this as a neasure directed against the ANC and its
underground military structures. It does nothing to build nutua

confi dence between the ANC and the government.

The neeting unani nously condemmed the continued detention of

menbers of the ANC and the denpcratic movenent, including our
col | eague. Conrade Mac Maharaj. under Section 29 of the Interna
Security Act.We shall hold the Seuth African governnent accountable

for any harmor injuries these conrades incur while inits

custody. The attitude of the government with, regard to these anti-
apartheid fighters and | eaders contrasts sharply with the concern it
displays in relation to detainees of the Wite "ultra-right.The refusa
of the. South African governnent to extend indemity to Conrades



.a-Lf. _

i

Chrisd Hani and Ronnie Kasrils, both nmenbers of the NEC, was al so
note . -’

The NRC noted theveritabl e aval anche of charges, energing from

every area that has been affected by this wave of violence, to the
effect that the South African Police and the SADF have adopted a
partial attitude in favour of the vigilante aggressoxs in al nost al

i nstances of violence. The Report of the Gol dstone Comm ssion On the
March 22nd nmassacre in Sebokeng confirms our belief that interna
departnental inquiries conducted by the Police and the Defence

Force do not deserve public confidence fhe ANC therefore calls for

an i ndependent judicial commission inquiry,’ with adequate terns of
reference, to investigate the numerous charges |evelled against the
state’s security organs.

The NZEC al so adopted a recomrendati on nade by the Joi nt ANC

COSATU Wrking Conmmittee on Viol ence to conduct a nationa

canpai gn to achieve greater public necountability on the part of the
Police and other Security Services. This canpai gn shall be centred,
inter alia, on demands for z ' t

(t) The establishnent of an _i ndependent review body,

equi pped with powers to reconmend action, to inveStigate

conpl aints against the police. t .
(ii) The establishnent of a publicly devised code of
conduct for all police personnel. ’

(iii) The demlitarisation of the police.

(iv) The limtation of police arms and weapony to
those adequate for normal |aw enforcenent and the detection of

cnne.

Consistent with this view, the NEC calls for the i medi ate and visible

di sbandnent of the Various State nurder squads such as the CCB, the
Askati s, . Koevoet and other nercenary formati ons such as Battalion _

32. There should be full public disclosure of the future depl oynent

of the personnel of these units,the distribution of its assets and its. |
ar ns.

The extended NBC noted the cennry-old migrant |abour system end

the degradation and humiliations it inposes on a sizeable secuon of

the African working class. These hostels and | abour conmpounds were
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expressly designed to isolate the mgrant |abourers fromthe urban

environnent in which they work by segregating themin barrack-

i ke conditions which permit neither privacy nor nornmal famly

life.This situation of stress has inevitably contributed to feelings of

aggression and hostility which have on nunerous occasi ons been

cynically exploited by elements purSuing political agendas that are

inimcal to the best interests of the mgrant workers and their fell ow

wor ker s.

The speedy elimnation of the migrant |abour system should be

regarded as one of the priority national tasks facing us as we strive

towards a new South Africa. During the internediate period the ANC

demands that all | abour compounds. single sex hostels and simlar’

conpQunds be conVerted into decent living quarters, such as flats,

to accompdate those who wish to live _ as single persons .and those

who wish to live as fanmlies. e

In order to get to the root causes of the violence and to secure peace

among the peopl e the extended NEC resol ved to convene a neeting

with all honel and | eaders, including Chief Gatsha Buthelezi, to devise

a joint strategy for ending the violence and nmeasures to prevent any

possi bl e future out breaks.

The ANC, in cooperation with its allies will, at the earliest possible

date, also call a conference of the broadest spectrum of anti-

apartheid and denocratic forces with a view to di scussing a comon

strategy to conbat the forces of destabilisation and viol ence.

In order that they can nmount effective defence, the extended NBC

encourages all our people in the areas affected by vigilante viol ence

to organi se thensel ves for purposes of self-defcnce

The nmeeting instructed the NEC of . the ANC to seek an early summit

with the South African governnent to discuss the gravity of the ._
situation and to bring to the government’s attention our profound

anxi eties regarding the future and integrity of the peace process. In

this regard, the NBCis instructed to demand:that the governnent

take the necessary neasures to put an end to the activities of al

irregular, pro-apartheid armed groups and forces such. as the



vigilantcs, right-wing paranilitary formati ons and the covert arned
wi ng of I nkat ba.

During its final scssion the neeting received news of the successfu
expl oratory neeting, held 111 Durban on the evening of 191h

Sept enber, between nmenbers of the NBC and nenbers of the

Central Commttee of |nkatha. The NBC wel cones this devel opnent

and congratul ates the participants, fromboth organisations, for the
excel l ent work they have comenced. 1

The nteting concluded by sending a nessage of greetings to

Conrade President 0 .R Tanbo and expressed its collective
confidence that his continuing recovery will enable himto attend. the
forthconm ng ANC National Conference schedul ed for Decenber 1990.

| SSucd by: The Dcpartntnt of Information and Publicity.

P. 0. Box 61884, Mal' shal | tovm 2307, Johannesburg.
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SI Al EMEEL1j EL__ I HE MAML_JhQL_Lm | HE . QQQASIQ\WWE _ THE  ZQ H

1 ARH 1ERSABX_QE_I El EBNAJJI HUULJEMQHSL$1DAX : _MABCHwhI h

Ch this inportant Wday in the. histopy of wonen 's struggle, thee
I

n 1 ANC Wnen’s" League isalutes all fighters against,.apartheidl
w

1.V

i njustices. W honour all those inho have sacrificed through
harrasenent and detentions, stal Warts who were victins . of

, endl ess banni ng orders hand banhi shnents including fallen

1' heroines’ ihi the process Hof’ struggle against an unjUSt. and
,1-illegal System of oppression. Let International Wnen' s D ay -
a March 8th this year, bring us much nore closer together -in

y working towards’ a changing South Africa. History poses.a_

" challengel. to all wonen O this country irrespective of col our”
1 or creed, religion or political beliefs, for joint efforts in
1 nmaking an inpact on a post apartheid di spensatibn. fp_

We need t9 v_igorously fight all discrimnatory | aws and socia
1 abuse of wonen. ' Violence and sexqgal harrasenment of wonen _in
a our country is en the increase. In every hour of the dayJ’
nKt hare are reported cases of rape. ! In this year alone, _how
many cases have been reported on gang rapes ? These rapes and
IwOnen abuse invol ve young childreni school girls and even' old
BEwdhen. Al wonen are’ Victinms and nust as a right denand
Eprotection and safety. Wnen have becone vul nerablthOthis
?kind of vicious attack in society while penalties on, rapeV
?charges are also not ained at conve'rting the culprits. "It is
ivery inportant that we expose both physical and psychol ogi cal
gaf fects -of rapel oh the victins. 'The act should attenpt to
1show the 3Very Serious inplications 13nd |iable damage of _repe
Eon wonme. A .’
1This is just one formof violence, the state hits hafder- at
Ewormen with its I ong arm of vigilantes Young and ol d wonen’
lwere killed during train attacks bvi vigilantes. In the Nata
provi nce including areas of the PW region such as Phola Park
Sebokeng and Bekkersdaal, wonen still die fromvigilante
"lattacks. Most of them haVe even been di spl aced and sought
Irefuge in community and church buil dings. W nust work harder
1to identify these 1 elenments while demanding for their
gperseoution 1’
Qn the sane vein, the plight of Wour children bee to be-wf
i addreSSed in our various formation$. They. equally have a.f
I[right to live and be. cared for by soeiety. Nunmerous incidents
i haVe happened of of child abduction into farns for purposes of
Whild | abour and.abuse. The victinthave told horrific Stories
Wf treatnent on- the farns. WEvidenee to sone of the 'stories
gwas exposed recently around Eastern; Transvaal where’ a farner
burnt a 15 year Wl d boy beyond recognition. -In. npst
li nstanoes, culprits are never brought to book. As nothers Wo
ibring life into this earth, we iare duty bound again to 1
.preserve it, 1 - i~
_The International Wnen's Day this year 'cones at a tine. when
ithe organisation has declared Mass Action for the transfer of
power to the people. Canpaigns that go with the practicalities
of this declaration focus on the return of all exiles and
i mediate releasa O all political drisoners. 1
.14
A
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_Acoording to the Pretoria "Mnute, the first group of exiles
t was scheduled to I and on 6th Cctober |ast year, but this never
"L happened; ,Wen .the date cane,. sone technicalitiesn were

1 reported which centred around a precedure to follow in their
I coming. in.n This is despite oonttOVersial forns which. were
i g’ dismssed by the 'as denmandi ng personal details which every
5 exile reserved tthe right to with hold. In January agai n when
they never turned up, it got revealed to the public_that the
wor ki ng groups were no | onger neeting because. of | -obst acl esn
; created by Pretoria. Indications had been obviously ethat
i,there were lattenpts to delay the peacess of people com ng back
g hone. he wonmen we feel equally; affected by th situation
a_\What guarantee do we- have that Zthe regine is serious in
j pronouncemnents about change .in S.A ? , W areg equally.
.vimgoonOBr ned about the ’'safety ’'of returnees. Some of’ those

a ~--

g hlready in the country have been detai ned by police for t
; 1 ugexplained reasons to instil fearion those who.are Still ;to-
5 goche. Again, prom ses had been that poltical-prisoners would

. fbe released in ’phase but hardly a third has been set free; gWen
:9 ldemand for etheir rel ease now and en unconditional return oft

" 'gall exiles.-.Thev: have a right of:politioel affiliation andlg
ytheir poeition is of eXpressing political beliefs in society;

EQur priority.task is to cone together as wonen of South’ Africa ,
gand work out a document on Charter!for Wmen's Rights,: This-t

' $15 one step and break through towards nmaking a eontzibutiong' -t
g . Einto a future denmpcratic constitution. A Charter ongi Wnen’s,
j’ V?Rights will be. one organi sed voi ce bf wonen’s denmands even to
.3 Ibe :oarried in the-.oountrvis Bill bf Rights. It Wuld ensure
53"";affirmati Ve action and the protection of wonmen’s rights in

yi "l gsociety.gteln additiOn, it would once again stimulatee joint
r "$effort towards equality, unity and devel oprment.

Qn all our activities to mark this day and mass acti On for the
ritransfer-of power to the people, |etius denmand;

B

?- ConstitUent Assenbly and Interim severnment ' .- ' Wt

- Dismantling of Bantustans.and end of apartheid ' °’

i- End of violence 5

2- End of separate and unequal education

ie Literacy Canpaign

., ., " 1 v
?As we join the wonmen of the world in observing this day, we
kemi nd themthat apartheid is stilli aliVe. Their efforts to

iisolate the regime is all spheres ndet continue.. W take this

copportunity to once nore express our gratitude to the; Wonen in

, the Front line states of Botswana, Zanbi a, Mbzanbi que, - Angol a,
Zi mbabwe, , Nam bia and Tangani a who have shoul dered our

struggl e over the years. ' Qur relations have been teenented
" with blood-and thus they will eVer’renmain close to-oun hearts.
We ,extend cur appreciation- to all? anti _ .apartheid winmen

3 through out the! world w thout whose geupport our struggle will
1. hot have reached the level it is. ’
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GLARA ZETKIN S LI FE WAS DEDI CATED TO THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE AND WOMVEN S

Rl GTS

SHE TAUGHT WOMEN TO TAKE THE STRUGGLE FOR WOVEN S EMANCI PATI ON AND EQUAL
PARTNERSHI P | N THE ECONOM C, PCLI Tl CAL, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL LI FE OF SCCl ETY
| NTO THEI R OAN HANDS AND TO UNI TE AND WORK TOGETHER NATI ONALLY AND

| NTERNATI ONALLY FOR THAT PURPCSE.

SHE TAUGHT WOMVEN TO PENETRATE THE MYSTERY OF HOW WARS COVE ABOUT, TO SEE
VWHO | S RESPONSI BLE FOR WARMONGERI NG AND WAR PREPARATI ONS, AND TO SIDE W TH
THOSE WHO HAVE DEDI CATED THEMSELVES TO THE STRUGGLE FOR A LASTI NG PEACE,
AGAI NST M LI TARI SM AND WAR.

SHE TAUGHT TO USE SPECI FI C FORM5S OF STRUGGLE TO EXPRESS THEI R DEMANDS FOR
THEI R RI GHTS, CHI LD WELFARE AND PEACE AND THEREBY TO MOBI LI SE AND | NVOLVE
MORE AND MORE WOVEN.

GLARA ZETKIN 1857 - 1933

A PIONEER I N THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE AND WOVEN' S RI GHTS

THE H STORY OF | NTERNATI ONAL WOMVEN' S DAY

THE EMERGENCE OF | NTERNATI ONAL WOMEN' S DAY |'S | NSEPARABLY LI NKED W TH THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE STRUGGLE OF WOMEN WORKERS AGAI NST THE DUAL EXPLO TATI ON
TO WHI CH THEY WERE SUBJECTED AS WORKERS AND AS WOMEN, FOR SOCI AL JUSTI CE,
AGAI NST M LI TARI SM AND | MPERI ALI ST WAR, FOR PEACE, DEMOCRACYOAND' SOCI AL
PROGRESS FOR EQUALI TY. ’

| NTERNATI ONAL WOVEN' S DAY: WASBORN ON 26- 27 AUGUST 1910

ON THE BASI S OF THE EXPERI ENCE OF THE FI RST Bl G WOMEN S STRUGGLES, FOR

| NSTANCE: -

t THE FI RST WOVEN' S DEMONSTRATI ON ON 8t h MARCH 1857, WHEN WOVEN OF THE
NEEDLE TRADES DEMANDED BETTER WOKI NG CONDI TI ONS AND THE RI GHT TO VOTE

I N THE STREETS OF NEW YORK;

- THE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF FRENCH WOMEN | N THE FI GHTI NG
ON THE BARRI CADES DURI NG THE DAYS OF THE PARI S COVWUNE | N 1871;

_ THE FI RST | NTERNATI ONAL WOVEN' S CONFERENCE AGAI NST WAR | N DON HAAG 1899
- THE GROWN NG NUMBER OF WOMEN | N THE TRADE UNI ONS I N GERMANY (I N 1907 THEE
VWERE 120. 000 WOMVEN | N THE TRADE UNI ONS AND 10. 000 WOMVEN WERE ORGANI SED

94 EDUCATI ONAL SOCI ETI ES) ;

- THE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF RUSSI AN WOVEN WORKERS | N THE
STRI KES AGAI NST TSARI SM I N 1905- 07;
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1910, ON A MOTI ON FROM CLARA ZETKIN. RESCLVED TO OBSERVE AN ANNUAL WOMEN S
DAY AS A UNI FORM | NTERNATI ONAL ACTI ON AS A NEW WAY OF STRUGGLI NG TO

| NCORPORATE MASSES- OF WORKI NG WOMVE N I N THE | NTERNATI ONAL STRUGGLE FOR
FUNDAMENTAL DEMOCRATI C RI GHTS, PEACE, NATI ONAL | NDEPENDENCE AND SOCI AL
PROGRESS.

IN THE SPRING OF 1921, ON A MOTI ON FROM BULGARI AN WOMVEN, THE | NTERNATI ONAL
WOMVEN S SECRETARI AT OF THE COVMUNI ST | NTERNATI ONAL CHAI REDI BY CLARA ZETKI N
RESCLVED TO CELEBRATE | NTERNATI ONAL WOVEN S DAY FROM THEN ON UNI FORMY,

ON 8 MARCH.

THE GOAL OF CLARA ZETKIN AND THE OTHER FOUNDERS, WAS TO DRAW LARCGE NUMBERS
OF WOMEN THROUGH | NTENSI VE DAYFTODAY WORK, | NTO THE STRUGGLE FOR THEI R
RIGHTS, WHICH | S CLCSELY LI NKED W TH THE GENERAL STRUGGELE OF THEI R PECPLES
FOR SOCI AL PROGRESS AND WORLD PEACE HAS BEEN ACHI EVED.

VWHAT STARTED AS WOMEN S DAY OF STRUGGLE IN ONLY A FEW EUROPEAN COUNTRI ES
UNI TED WOMEN FROM EVER MORE COUNTRI ES OF EUROPE AS WELL AS ASI A, AFRI CA,
NORTH, CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERI CA AND AUSTRALI A FROM YEAR TO YEAR

THE M LLI ON OF WOVEN AND MOTHERS FROMIMANY COUNTRI ES WHO HAD FOUGHT AGAI NST
FASCI SM AND WAR AND CAME TOGETHER I N THE WOMVEN S | NTERNATI ONAL DEMOCRATI C
FEDERATI ON I N PARI'S ON 1 DECEMBER 1945 TO WORK TOGETHER I N AN ORGANI SEb
MANNER FOR THE PROTECTI ON OF CHI LDREN, FOR THEIR RI GHTS, | N DEFENCE OE
PEACE, FOR DEMOCRACY, NATI ONAL | NDEPENDENCE AND SOCI AL PROGRESS HAVE

CARRI ED ON THE TRADI TI ON OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL WOVEN' S DAY AND SPREAD | TS

| DEALS AROUND THE EARTH.

TODAY THE MANY M LLI ONS OF WOMVEN WHO UNI TE I N THE MOST DI VERSEWAYS | N
POAERFUL DEMONSTRATI ONS ON MARCH 8 ARE COUNTLESS. WOVEN FROM ALL CONTI NENTS
ALMOST ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE WORLD: WOVEN FROM ALL SECTI ONS OF THE

POPULATI ONS:  WORKERS AND HOUSEW VES, TEACHERS. RESEARCHERS AND PRACTI SI NG
ARTI STS: WOMEN FROM | NDUSTRY AND AGRI CULTURE: WOMEN OF ALL POLI TI CAL .
TENDENCI ES AND RELI G QUS AFFI LI ATES: WOVEN ORGANI SED | N WOVEN' S

ORGANI SATI ONS, TRADE UNI ONS AND POLI TI CAL PARTI ES, AS WELL AS UNORGANI SED
WOMEN, ON | NTERNATI ONAL WOMVEN' S DAY THEY JO NTLY PRCCLAI M THEI R

DETERM NATI ON Th TAKE THE CAUSE OF PRESERVI NG PEACE AND AVEBTI NG A NUCLEAR
CATASTROPHY, ENSURI NG SOCI AL PROGRESS AND ACHI EVI NG EQUALI TY' | NTO THEI R O\
HANDS.

THEY KNOW THAT SOLI DARI TY CONTRI BUTES TO VI CTORY.

ON THI'S H STORI C DAY FOR THE | NTERNATI ONAL WOMVEN' S MOVEMENT M LLI ONS AND
M LLI ONS OF WOVEN ON FI VE CONTI NENTS W LL ADD NEW SPLENDI D PAGES TO THE

HI STORY OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL WOMEN S DAY.
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ANC PRESS STATEMENT ON THE GOVERNMENT WHI TE PAPER

ON LAND REFORM

12 MARCH 1991

Tho ANC s response to the governnent White Paper on Land Reformis one of outrage

and deep di sappoi nt ment.

in his preface to the docunent. the State President.states that "this docunmentis also the
result

of extensive consultations, deliberations and negatiatiarr’. The ANC would |ike to nake

t clear

that we were never consulted on the docunent, and that the communities who have been the

victinms of |and di spossession were al so not given the opportunity to express their views
on the

matter.

The enotion and potential conflict around lend referred to by the State President emanate

S

| spossesslon and the policy of apartheid that robbed the najority of South Africans of th
e | and.

The Wite Paper on Land Reform does not acknow edge this at all. On the contrary, it pres
ents a view of the history

of bl ack dl spossession that absolves the white popul ation of all responsibility for the e

xi sting unequal |and dispensation

inthe ANC s view until the present governnent recogni ses the reasons for the present sit
uation and commits itself to

refctlfying the wongs of the past. no attenpted Land Reform can ever hope to win legitim
acy or credibility fromthe nmajority

0 our people.

In the Wiite Paper the governnent takes the geography of apartheid as its starting point
and explicitly refuses to dea

with the | aw essness and dl spossession that is the direct |egacy of apartheldis policy of
forced renoval and bantustan

consolidation. In Section A2416) of the docunment. it says that a programme to restore |an
d to conmunities who were

forced to give up their land on account of pest policies or other historical reasons "wou
Id not be feasible". Instead it

mai ntai ns that the 'present position should be accepted".

For the ANC restoration of land to the victins of forced renoval mnustformthe underpinnin
g of any credible | and policy.

The white paper explicitly rules out the possibility of any redistribution of agricultura
| land. The ANC believes that in

order to rectify the gross inbalance in |and ownership, redistribution cannot be left sim
ply to the market. This is not only

our view. National African Federated Chanmber of Commerce (NAFCOC) in its recent |and pol
cy paper nmakes the same

point. i-

in our view, the docunent al so perpetuates racist perceptions and practices and so nainta
ins the situation where

there Is one set of standards and practices for whites and one for bl acks.
For exanple. in the sections of,the white paper dealing with the abolition of the Goup A
reas Act and urban | and

provision, the notion of "standards" becones a thinlyvelled protection of white privilege

For exanple. on page 11 84.4.3.

the docunent states that "... at this stage the accent should be on m ni mum standards and
me systematic upgradi ng

thereof. Those who have already reached a high standard, are entitled to a higher order o

f services and to the

mai nt enance of val ues appropriate to their lifestyle". W can but wonder who this refers

to. Again, in the acconpanying

docunent on page 10, the governnment says that "Town planning and the emansi on of towns wi
Il be regulated in

accordance with the needs and | evel of sophistication of the conmunity concerned . W ask
who will deternmine this |eve

of sophistication and on what basis? '’

The approach to communal tenure also worries us deeply. The governnent maintains it wll
all ow the systemto

continue to exist, but has also constrained it by a high I evel of administrative interven
tion which will nake it very difficult

for communities to maintain this system

Yet nowhere is there any suggestion that white farners be subject to simlar state contro
| procedures to ensure that

they farmwithin the carrying capacity of the land and do not build their houses on high



potential | and.
The pressures in the White Paper to force black communities to choose I ndivid uai over co
nmunal tenure rem nds us
of the disastrQus experience of the betternent policy which destroyed the renmini ng base
of black agriculture in the 19405
and 19505.
The White Paper al so does not deal with the pressing need to restructure the comrercial a
gricultural sector. The
Devel opnment Bank of Southem Africa (DBSA). anobng others, has pointed out the crisis in th
is sector, its indebtedness.
the environnental damage caused by nono-cropping etc. Surely a Land Reformtor a new Sout
h Africa must overcone
the dualisminherent in our present reality and address the chall enges of one agricultura
| systemin one country.
The ANC is commtted to a fundanental Land Reformthat will entitle all South Africans to
equal access to land. This
of necesslty inplies dealing with the apartheid | egacy and restructuring our agricultura
econony and spatial reality in a
fundanental sense
in our view, the white paper does not do this. This is regrettable. since its attenpts to
provi de ownership rights to
bl acks who are presently tenants woul d otherwi se be seen as a positive nove.
Finally, this docunent is not a Land Reform docunent as it clains. its effect Is to codif
y the present state of
di spossessi on under the cover of free nmarket proposals. Al this enphasises the need for
speedy progress in negotiations
for a censtitution that will be denocratic and serves the interests of all the people.
Land Reform nmeans | and redistribmon. This docunent explicitly rejects land redistributio
n
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