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W h cold war gone US 'denocracy’ body
casts round for a role

WASHI NGDON/ Thirty political parties
from ni ne Sout hern A& can countries
were represented |last nmonth at a work-
shop in Nami bia sponsored by an arm

of the controversial US National En-
dowrent for Denocracy (NED)-

The purpose of the 5Ve-day work-

shop, held at a Mount Etjo hunting

| odge 125 niles north of W ndhoek, was
i nnocuous enough. According to the
Washi ngton Post, the representatives
hel d | ong debates on denocracy and
heard | ectures on such topics as setting
up an el ectoral system voter registra-
tion, building support for political par-
ties, running election canpaigns and
canpai gn nonitoring.

Nevert hel ess, althoug h the cold war
has ended, NED, established by Con-
gress in 1983 to sup plant they CIA' s
scandal - plaguediiitervention inforeign
el ections, is still 1n the busi-

ness of political intervention

Last summrer it dispatched

former Cl Aof Ecer Paul Henze

to "advise' Ethiopiais new

government. The only thing

that has changed is that NED

is nowin search of new justi-

hcations for its continued ex-

istence. In conjunction with

the wor kshop in Nam bia

NED oEci al s made an appearance on

the Voice of America’s Africa service to
stress the technical expertise avail able
through the endowrent.

The Nam bi a wor kshop was spon-

soredby the National Denocratic Insti-
tute for International Affairs (NDIIA)
one of NEUs four main funding armns.

In addition to the institute, which is
affiliated with the Denocratic Party,
NEUs core granting groups include:

0 the Republican Party-linked N a-
tional Republican Institute for Intena-
tional Affairs;

0 the Center for International Pri.
vate Enterprise, created by the US
Chanber of Commerce; and

" the Free’ Mdle Union Institute of

the AFL-CI O, which has a long history
of doing the Cl Ai e business overseas.

| fthere was an agenda at Mount Etjo

- beyond denonstrating NED s contin-
ued utility - it may well have been to
bol ster energi ng Mozanbi can and An-
gol an parties that nmay be margi nalised
es the ruling parties square of fagainst
their primary opponents, Renane and
Unite. Unite has access to $30 million
in ClA funds a ppropriated before | ast -
yeaf s ceaseEre. ppAceording to a NED
docunent obtai ned by Sout hSoan, the
Congress: anal Huneii R ghts Founda-
tion subnmitted a for a $41, 250

grant for ’'Frien of Myzanbiqu e to
"hold sem nars on human rights and
denocracy! The foundation is run as a
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NED docunent dated April 19, 1991

was subnmitted on January 24, 1991
Among those present at NDIIA s re-

cent wor kshop were Mdzanbi can

Casi m ro Nham t hanbo, who founded

hi s new oppodti on Social Liberal and
Denocratic Party ant parting ways

wi th Pal no, which he hel ped found.

Al so attendi ng from Mzanbi que

was oppositionist Marcos J uma

O her workshop participants identi-
fied by the Post included Mses
Tjitendero, the speaker of Nam biais
nati onal assenbly, Peter Koep, head of
t he Nami bi an Peace Pl an, M chae

Mot hobi, | egal adviser to the Botswana
Nati onal Front, and Zanbi an Deputy

Chi ef Justice Matthew Ngul ube.

N gul ube headed Zanhi afs el ection
conmi ssi on’ whi ch oversaw the poll | ast
fall in which voters retired long-tine
presi dent Kannet h Kaunda.

Ironically, NED s potential as a weapon of
US policy has been somewhat blunted by
its evolution into a source of grants for
US- based organi sations and their foreign
beneficiaries, who are often skilled at
eliciting funds.

In 1990 Ngul ube headed the govern-
nment - creat ed conm ssi on which pre-
sided over the vote on reinstituting
multi- politics in Zanbia.

In addition to seeking new raisons

d etre, for the last year NED has been
chal | enged to convince Congress thatit
can clean up its act.

Last year the General Accounting

OHi oe, Congress’s investigative agency,
reported that, despite its past prom

i ses, NED had failed to produce eval u-
ations of alnost all the projects it had
funded . over $130 million during its
I'ifespan.

Ironically, NED s potential as a
weapon of US policy has been sorme-

what blunted by its evolution into a
source of grants for US-based organi -
sations and their foreign beneEciaries,
who are often skilled at eliciting funds.
Hustling, rather than ideology, is the
predom nant thene of several docu-
ments made avail abl e to Sout hScan

Gsnr Dhl onp, executive chairnman

of South Africa s Institute for Milti-
, who was fornerly

tary-general, tells NED

president Carl last April 12 that his
institute had signed an agreement with
the US Agency for International Devel -
opnent (US AID) tn "Tund the Institute
fromtheir budget’ andthanksthe NED

pr eddent Tor ynmuver ywel cone grant? ,

That grant, to the nenp

(whi chdoesnot menti on either amount)

was made the Joint Centerfor

Politim and Econonmic Studies, Inc, a
bl ackJed Washi ngton think-tank. -



The Joint Center’s name appears on

a nunber of NED grants in endownent
docunents that SouthScan has seen
Anmong t hem

0 a $44, 000 grant for | MDESA (In-
stitute for Multi-Party Denocracyy
Dhl oo civic education pro; ject (So.
AfricaY ap provedon January 18, 1991
(possiblyp the grant referred to in
Dhl omo e fax);

0 a $34,000 grant for IDASA s Insti-
tute for a Denocratic Africa on Coree
I sl and 1n Senegal

0 $40, 000 for "Botswana Denocracy
Project”;

' $44, 000 and $40, 000f or nedi aand
human rights work in Sudan and

Uganda respectively.

" The King/Lithuli (sic) Transfor-
mati on Center in Johannesburg, re-
ceived a $20, 000 NED grant 11181990
throng h the Martin Luther King Jr.
Center for Nonviol ent Social Chang e
(headedbyDr . Ki ng13 wi dowandbased

in Atlanta, Georgia.)

Anot her document obtained froma

NED source appears to be an interna
meno of another favourite NED sub-
contractor, the Washington-

based Center for Denocracy.

The neno, datedApril 16, 1991
recapitulates the travails of the
centre in trying to obtain

$75, 000- 3100, 000 of the $10

mllion which Congress was

then consi deri ngappropriating

for the ANC and ot her South

African political groups.

In March 1991, centre direc-

tor Allen Winstein conducted an ex-
haustive series of neetings in South
Africa - sone with Inkatha and Azapo
representatives and with Nthatlo
Mot | ana ("conhdant of Mandel a" the
meno notes, parenthetically). but npst
with South Afrimbased US Al D and
enbassy of Eci al s, whose goodwi ||, the
meno nakes cl ear, woul dbe inportant
when it cane tine to diwy up the $10
mllion.

US of ' Eci al s asked whet her the cen-
tre would be opening an of Ece in South
Africa and involving itself in substan-
tive work. But, accordingto the nmeno,
Weinstein replied he wanted to focus
on the initial 575, 000-8100, 000 con-
tractto doa "needs assessnment? for the
AN C and I nkatha. The menp rel ates
that ' Arb. Swi ngs opens the neeting
by sayi nghow gl adhei st hatt he Center
is going to be working in South Africa,
citing ...1 his know edg e of AW
EVenst - Mhl and the Centefs work 1n
other natts of the world. ’

One recent Weinstein foray was to

Bul garia, where, as head of a team of
scholars, he was to texplore the |arger
role of intelligence agendas in a de-
nocracy, 'in the words oftheNew York
Times. He was also to investign te the
al | eged Bul gan an connection in the



1980 attenpttoassasei nate PopeJohn
Paul 11. Winsteinis planned yeer-I|ong
m ssion, which began | ast spring, was
over shadowed by revelations in the
13111, during the US Senates hearings
on Robert Gat es’ snoni nati ont ohsad

t heCl At hat t he’ Bul gari aneouneai on

was a Cl A concoction. (Owm corre-
spondent |
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