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COMRADE TAMBO HAS BEEN A LEADER OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN LIBERA TION 
MOVEMENT FOR NEARLY FORTY YEARS AND SUCCEEDED THE LATE CHIEF 
LUTHULI AS PRESIDENT OF THE ANC.

COMRADE TAMBO WAS FOU NDER-M EMBER  OF THE ANC YOUTH LEAGUE IN 1944, 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ANC FROM 1954 TO 1958 AND ACTING PRESIDENT 
FROM 1967 TO 1978.

C  BOR.'4 IN BIZANA DISTRICT OF EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE IN 1917,
HE STUD ItD AT THE ANGLICAN BOARDING SCHOOL AT THE HOLY CROSS 
MISSIONARY SCHOOL NEAR FLAGSTAFF. FROM THERE, WITH MISSIONARY 
SPONSORSHIP, HE WENT TO ST PETERS SECONDARY SCHOOL IN JOHANNESBURG 
WHERE HE SET ACADEMIC RECORD COMPLE T I N G  HIS M A T R I CULATI ON WITH A 
FIRST CLASS PASS IN 1933. AWARDED A SCHOLARSHIP, HE STUDIED AT 
\FORT HARE COLLEGE, GRADUATI NG WITH A B.SC. DEGREE IN 1941.
)HE THEN REMAINED IN FORT HARE TO QUALIFY FOR A DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION 
/BUT

('WAS D U E L L E D  DURING A 
STUDENTS' STRIKE IN 1942. “ST. PETERS, HOWEVER, DI SRE G A R D E D  HIS 
EXPULSION AND EMPLOYED HIM AS A SCIENCE AMD M AT HEMAT ICS 

/TEACHER. HE RETU RNED TO JOHANNESBURG AMD TAUGH T AT THIS SCHOOL 
\UNTIL 1947.

ON HIS RETURN TO JOHANNESBURG, TAMBO QUICKLY BECAME DRAWN INTO A 
GROUP OF YOUNG MILITANTS PRESSING FOR MORE MILITAN T DIRECTION IN THE 
ANC. THESE INCLUDED NELSON MANDELA, WALTER SISULU, ANTON LEMBEDE,
A.P. MDA AND C MBATHA. TOGETHER WITH THEM, THREE OF WHOM (LEMBEDE, 
MBATHA AND MDA) WERE ALSO TEA CHERS AT ST PETERS, HE PAR TIC I P A T E D  IN 
THE F O U NDING OF THE ANC YOUTH LEAGUE, SERVING FOR A WHILE AS ITS 
NATIONAL SECRETARY.

DURING THE CRITICAL PERIOD OF 1943-1949, HE BECAME TRANSVAAL P R E S I ­
DENT AND NATIONAL V ICE-PR ESIDE NT OF THE YOUTH LEAGUE. POLITICA LLY 
ASTUTE AND WIDELY RESPECTED FOR HIS PRINCIP LED APPROACH TO ALL 
PROBLEMS, COMRADE TAMBO MOVED EASILY FROM A LEADING ROLE IN THE 
YOUTH LEAGUE TO A POSITION OF INFLUENCE IN THE ANC ITSELF.

IN 1946, HE WAS ELECTED A MEMBER OF THE TRANSVAAL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OF THE ANC AND AT THE BLOE MFONTEIN CONFERE NCE OF DECEMBER 
1^49, HE WAS ELECTED TO THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COM MITTEE IN EVERY
SUBSEQUENT ELECTION.

ABANDONING AN EARLIER AMBITION TO STUDY MEDICINE, COMRADE TAMBO 
DECIDED TO TAKE UP LAW AMD IN THE LATE 194QS, WITH THE 
ENCOURAGEM ENT OF WALTER SISULU, HE WAS ARTICLED IN A JOHANNESBURG 
LAW FIRM.

IN 1952, HE QU ALIFIED AS AN ATTORNEY AND IN DECEMBER THAT YEAR, IN 
THE MIDST OF THE CAMPAIGN OF DEFIANCE AGAINST UNJUST LAWS, HE AND 
NELSON MANDELA E S T A B L I S H E D  A JOINT PRACTICE. AFTER THE DEFIANCE 
CAMPAIGN, HE WAS IN CHARGE OF PREPARA TION OF A NEW ANC CONS TITUTI ON


