
 

 

CRIC

Community Resource and Information Centre
Ameshofi‘Street 30
Lraamfontein 2017 (Johannesburg) .." - - -
South Africa‘ . 12th Dctobcr 1983

RE: The current state of crisis in the :iskei

Dear Friends,

The situation in the Ciskei at present is drastic. Even.ts ova.z the la tumnths
include:

~ the announcement of bus fare rises by the Siskei Tzansport Corporation
and the decis10n 0f t—he Mdantsane community 1n the Ciskei to boycott
the buses;

~ the brutal harrassmeat of those people bcycatting the buses by the Ciskai
army, police and vigilante groups, anluding shambo‘2k1ug of large: nuwhat;
of peep}e, and cases such as one man who na'd hc.th §1i.s 1eg5 Lroken b,
I!"A"Ira‘qv ‘9 i_.":".""“"“.‘ ‘3: 7,1“..1 1., *.._ _,$I ~ 5."; _ . a ’ .‘.._. 5.---»m , g1 .. - ...v mun. ..'L -.... 1,;.::....=.J  

- the massacre at Fort Jackson and Mount Ruth train stations waere an
estimated 90 people were shot dead as Ciskei police tried to prevent them}
Afrom boarding the trains,

" a massive clamp-down on trade unionists;

— the banning of the trade unlan SAAWU (South African Allied Worler$hu10n)
in the Ciskei, and a masSiva clampndown of SAANU supporters;

- the use of ::he Sisa Da
' have been kept arbitr
women have been radped, people h. e
Wk.es from hot~w‘ter pipes and sav:;ely beatenin Lhat pos tion;
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I~ the current hunger strike by those trada-unionists iu detent1cn*

-v the latQStnpws that a unnlber of detainees have bad to be hassp1italimed a3
a result of poissnirag.

The situa.tion has.-eanteenormou‘ economic xtxai: 03 thasefamilies in which the
, . bleadwinners have eitver been shot dead, wounned nr detained VLLLIQV fir;

those vhc cannot pay their rev a(Rand 16 to 29 per month). Funerals cast
Iland. 200°and many people have inruvred mcficm3 and‘legai co5ts, _
such as SAXWU (East London) hnge ended up giaying tne role of rel.
in this context ,,because cfi the urgeutrnzed t0 taiieve the h m::
the area.

 
 



 

 

.-This letter is an appeal to you / your organization'to contribute ih'
whatever way possible to the campaign against the present repression in .
the Ciskei,.the banning-of SAAWU, and harrésSmant'of'all.trade unionists” "”
in the area. This can be done in the following ways:

1. Giving publicity to the issue. There has been a dire lack of foams ' '
on the-events in_the Ciskei,_and it is only through publicity that.
opposition and protest can be mobilizedeand the iron hand behind the
current imege of reform in South Africa exposed.

2. Humanitarian aid to the families of detainees. This is for funerals,

’ house_rents, medical and legal expenses and can be transferred to
the following account number: - ~ ~ — ,,

The Standard Bank
Ferreira Town Branch

‘ Ferreira. South Africa
Account number:065 3810 Trust Account ’

This Trust Fund is to be administered by a Committee including CRIC,
the Detainees Parent55‘SUpport Committee, and the UDF/SAAWU Solidarity ‘
Committee (United Democratic Front and SAAWU). "

3. Putting pressure on the South African government and the Ciskei "government'
for the unbanning of SAAWU and an end to the repression. It is important
that it is to the South African government-that pressure is addressed
as they cannot be allowed to escape responsibility for events in their
self-created puppet regimes.

Please lend your support and solidarity to SAAWU, East London, and to the
‘people presently suffering in the Ciskei.

Yours-sincerely,_

 

Auret van Heerden

 

 



 

 

THE CURRENT STATE OF CRISIS IN THE CISKEI
Am»-

  

 

Events surrounding

- the bus boycott

- the massacre at Fort Jackson and Mount Ruth train stations

— the banning of SAEHU
(South African Allied Workers Union)

Dossier prepared for press conference
in Strasbourg, France
12th October 1983

1For further information contact:

CRIC
Community Resource and Information Centre
AmeshoffStreet 30 «
Braamfontein 2017 (near Johannesburg)
South Africa  



 

 

BACKGROUND

In 1913, the South African gbVernment allOCated 13% of the land to

80% of South Africa's people. The Bantustans are created out of that

land, and are overcrowded and impoverished — excacerbated firstly by

SA'S continuing programmes to resettle black South Africans there, and

deny them rights in white South Africa, and secondly, by the chronic

drought that is forcing more and more people to the urban areas For

survival. Starvation awaits many of those Forced through resettlement

to live in the Ciskei. In Dimbeza, a resettlement camp,

one out OF eVery three children dies before the age of Five years.

The Ciskei else serves as a labour reservoir For East London; the workers

live in the dormitory town of Mdantsane, and commute 20 km's to work in

the factories of East London. This allows the SA government to wash

their hands of responsibility for the housing, education, health and

Social welfare of these workers, defining them ae.ciskei citizens and

therefore Foreigners in their own country. The unemployment rate in_

Mdantsane at present is estimated at 50%.

Egg BUS BUYCOTT
0n the 19 July, the Ciskei Transport Corporation announced a Feres

 

increase of 11% For the buses. The cemmuters could not afford this

extra burden, and a mass meeting was called to discuss the problem. A

Committee of 10 people was elected by the meeting, and according to

a spokesperson for the Committee:

“when the fares increases were announced the committee was elected

and mandated by the commuters to negotiate with the company.

The company told us bluntly they didn't recognise us. we went

back to the people and the decision to bbycott was taken.',

Quoted in Sunday Tribune 18.9.83

Boycbtting the.bwses meant either catching the.trein, or walking ( which-

many people did), or hitching rides from these with cars, or catching

a taxi.

CisKEI REGIME CRACKS DOUN.

The Ciskei regime (which owns 50% shares in the bus company) responded

to the boycott by mobilising the Ciskei police, army, and groups of

green~bereted "vigilantes", to crush the boycott. The stations were

berricaded by police, who prevented peopie boarding the trains by

Force; road blocks were Set up, and - traffic to East London stoppem

those travelling were often dragged From their cars and beaten with‘

knopkieries and sjamboks; car drivers had to prove they were only

 

 



 

 

 
 

giving rides to members of their Famil.y, net'bus beycotters, and had

to producemariage and bi1th tertif1catue to prove it. People were

also dragged out or taxis, and those walking were also harressed‘

Police and vigilantes tried to force people onto the busas,'threugh

intimidation and v.ielence. Lawyers in East London and Mdanteane infermed

the SundayTribune (18. 9. 83) t..at they were handling hundreds of cases

of people-alleging brutality by the Ciskeian police,-soldiers and

vigilantes. One of these lawyers, Mr Hintse Siwisa, was then himself

detained. . i '

§§§ APPENDIX A FOR DETAILS OF HARRASSMENT AND BRUTALITY~M-mm——“umu_mmu—

MASSACRE AT'M_DUNT'JACKSUN AND MOUNT RUTH STATIONS

 

,Ihese attempts to breakthe boyrtott faiLed, and seemed only. to reinferCe

the people's unity and determination not to ride the buses. Conflict

continued to mount, an—d came to e head en 4. 8. 83. where police opened.

fire on workers. trying to board the trains at Mount Jackson and Mount

.Ruth stations, between 4.30em and15am.

rThe initial figures released-were-that 5 people had been shot dead and

many wounded; the'figure was then increased to 15 de ad (Sowetan, S E. 83),

while eye— witnesses Claimed the Figure was still. Far higher. _

?eeple with relatives whe ham Leer kiliee, eat whose names werénitf

included in the official Figures were afraid to report this to either

the Ciskeian or South fifrican authorities, and turned instead to SAAMG,

the South African Allied workers Union, which organises in East Londen-

rFactories. SAAUU has documented evidence that in fact 90 people were

killed in these incidents.

0n the same day, the Ciskei Minister of Justice, David Takane, proclaimed

a State of Emergency, imposed a Curfew between 10pm and 4.30 am, and

imposed a ban on people walking through the streets in groups of larger

than 4 people. The penalty For curfiew‘breekinngRZUGU Dr 2 years in

prison, Takene also announced that anyone found promoting the bus

boycott in any way would be liable to 1D yeers imprisonment in terms of

the Ciskei National Security ActCDaily Dispatch 2.8.83). 7

Fifty nine people were then Charged with assaulting police-near Mount

Ruth Station prior te the shootings, but tlwz magistrateLm-Hu

,Ndantsane Court, Mr G;MLXamzakag aquitteo them all. The defence called

several people to show wounds inflicted hy eelice trying to prevent.

~w0rkers From boarding trains.



 

 

 

UN August 12, secondary school students in Duncan Village and Mdentsane-

called a boycett of school in solidarity with their parents, and

demanded the release of detainees.

By august 19, the press reported that 832 people were being held in

Ciskei prisons - among these, trade unionists, school pupils, journalists
'5' mmbv‘: of 1’». CoM‘ML! , , A . . .

hospital uorkerskand teachers, haia detained under the Ciskel Natlonal

Security Act of 1982.

SAAUU IS BANNED BY CISKEI REGIME

On 5 September, the Ciskei government announced that SAAUU had been

 

declared an illegal organisation. SAAUU does not in Fact firganise inside

the Ciskei, because there is little industry there, but its members

live there. So while as membership of SAAUU was still legal on the 1

Factory Floor, when workers went home they were defined as "subversives".

Harrassment 0F SAAUU and repression of SAAUU Officials by both the

South African and Ciskeian regimes has been consistent sinbe SAAUU}5

Formation in 197?. SAAUU is perceived as a pelitical threat by the

Ciskeian cegime, firstly because SAAUi spearheaded the campaign ]

rejecting Ciskeian Independance,and secondly‘because SAAUU has  attracted maSs support From workers in East London.' Thetdisparity 1

i-between‘the mass support-for SAAUU ahd the clearly minimal support

for-President Lennox Sebe ahd his Ciskei National Independance-Party

( CNIP) exposes Sebe as'a puppet placed in power by Pretoria, without-

thelSupport of those people fiorced' ~by-South African law to register

as Ciskeian "citizens." For these reasons, it is in the interests

of both South Africa and the Ciskei to undermine anb disorganise

SAAUU‘S trade union activities.

SEE APPENDIX 8 FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SAAUU

After the banning of SAAUU, a new phase ‘0? harrassment and intimidation

rbegan. Ciskei army,polipe and vigilantes started to conduct systematic

house-to-house raids, searching For any indications of SAAUU membership

or support. Poesession of a SAAUU Tshirt, or political literaturer    
was ehough For people to be sjambokked in their houses, and then arrested.

At the same time Ciskei uigilantes axMx-uere stopping people at road

blocks and in the streets, demanding that they produce CNIP membership

cerbsZ a stemp in their pass books to show they had voted in the last
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Ciekei elections ( SAAUU supported the.calirt0-b0yc0 t these elections as

an expression of rejection of the Bantgstan‘gystem and the hardship

facing black workers because of it),%end they demanded to see a stamp

shhuing that people had contributed fo the Ciskei Development Fund —

a Fund Sebe uses at his discretion} allegedly on his own pleasure.

Peqple who could not preduce.these documents were violently aesaulted‘u

end/or arrested.The situation had thus taken on all the characteristics

of a savage political purge.

VTHE "STADIUM OF DEATH" _

7 MaSs detentions and arrests meant the Ciskei‘s prisons were overflowing,

ahd the Ciskei authorities therefore transformed the Sisa Dakushe

Football Stadium into a prison, and allowed the vigilantes to operate

From there.It has become known as the ”Stadium of Death" and the

Changing rooms, which have been Used as cells, have-been called the

'gas Chambers'. From those who have been released, there are many accounts
of torture. Some 0? these have recently been documented by a team

including lawyer Nicolas Hayscm, which was sent down to East London «

'by the Detainees Parents Support Committee, who became alerted to the

extreme gravity of the situation after they held their anneual conference

in East London on the 17 September._The affidavits have been-dramn into

a comprehensive report by Nicolas Hayeom, uhibh was released to the

press in South Africa last week.

SEE APPENDIX C FOR DETAILS OF TORTURE Ifl THE STADIUM

  

Throughout this period, and despite the Fast that most SAAUU officials

.are either in detention, 0r,rlike.Thezamile que a (SAAUU-President),
in hiding, the SAAUU offices in East London have remained open, and

SAAUU has tried to continue organising an the Shep Floor. However, some

factory managements seem to have taken advantage of the situation, and

given the names of SAAUU members in their faCtOFiBS’tQ the Ciskei

police. Manegements response to the situation has on the whole been

unsympathetic. Because of the curfew; and the haffaSSmeht, many workers

,have struggled to get to uerk on time. The presifient of the East London

Chamber of Commerce announced that For this reason, wages were to be cut

by Up to 30%-to compensate for the decrease in productivity.(Rand Daily

Mail, 10.8.83 & SASPU Natienel' September 83).  



  

 

While the stadium is no longer being used as a prison, the Ciskei authorities
have now converted an in-training Centre ta a prison; The latest news

is that a number of detainees have been admitted to hospital, having been

poisoned. At this point attempts are being made to ascertain the cause

and nature of this poisoning.

12th October 1983
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1.111313111111111: 1—— 1511s
hoycotts-rs ustng 1111115 to

, commuter were< stopgafi—
'by stick and 313111 0
carrying supporters of
the Cisket National 1n-
dependence Party
gout?) yesterday morn;
ng- -

The Incidents occur,
red between East Lon-
den and Mdantsane.
King William's Town
and hidantxane. the
main .‘UJont..ane 1111.1. 1111
’mtnus and'the 15 10111111
betweeh Mdantsane
and the't'tve- railway sta-
ttons.

The commuters. whn_'
are boycotting Gomno‘
tuses because of higher
fares. were Iorced out of
the taxis. beaten and
chased towards bus
stops.

zone three who had to
pass t'm.- main bus termi-
nus were forced to go to
bus stops. whether they

\mv \M::11?-1

  

 

In an affidavit Miss"
lKholeka Dlutu sai'd that
'at about 4.20 am on A11-
gust 4 at Egerton station
she saw policemen. sch
diers 11nd vigilantespre-

'venting people from
’45.going 11119 the s‘.atinn.

'at
(1-011 commuters.

:11?! 't11e‘com1nuters had
.eiiouted that they were
not. at war and wanted to
Igo to work.

The- policc- diew their
Iffirearms and without
[wern1h:fired at the

commutezls who were
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“1.111114111111115

11111111131110 110 t:1 town or
nut. or be heuten.

1 went into one or the
taxis but a stick-carrytng
man opened' the door
and told us either to use
the bus. or walk to town.
We got out and stood
next to the car. Others '
.went home.

Soldiers and trafflc'
officers stood on the
roadvtowards East 1.11m
(Inn. new :1 .aI'ayr' 1111

111111111: ("'5
1h: car 1 travelled 111
.was not stopped as they
were too busy.

Mr Morris Nonme
taximan. said ahustve
language was used by a
man from King William's
Town, who dragged pas-
sengers out othis car. Mr
Nona said he shewed
him his carriage certify

' —— Peohle Watk‘. ng119111wales: but the man said
he was not tnterested.
He 131d he had been
given an instruction to.
stop mm from operat-q

rxrs'e‘
V 1.5-

  

cletmed.

Miss Diutu 311111 the!
before running away,

Sh'e saw an Old man ‘13}: 1101110111111. leaving vist-mthe ground holdin
leg\w left was blee 1ng
He\{:_la\\<1ed he had been
Sfl.Qe\

She 11113111111111 a young
man lying 1110110111“: on
his back oh 1he ground
and saw some 11151111111115
approach him and then
beat him 115 heley on the
ground.

“I crawled on all fours
and further hea1'd gun-

stnhding' stitlg'she'

111111314.

BQyCQ‘tters1701113'11
Q1st

:1111; in King William's
Town. '

Tnximen 'asked at the
transportation board
cmces why they were
not allowed to carry pas~
sensors. They were told
to go to Zwelisha Trans-
portation Board offices
and inquire there.

A member 01‘ the C15
ke11‘ren‘sportaticn'
Boa1d. Mr M. 5001. who
was at the 1:1-11n bus ter-
mmt'a. 2nd one ot'the.
people 1n charge 01' the
men who told eop1e to
leave texts. re erred all
inquiries to the Minister
01‘ Justice; Mr D. M.
Takane.

teacher at a mental
health school 11'. Duncan
Village. Mrs Leonora
F051. said she Was drag
ged out of her nephew'*1 ‘
car when she resisted
One man was ready to ht
her with a kno‘okerrh
but another man 1nte1
vene’d. ~DDR

.—

 

shot 5111111611 and bullets
, whizzing past me." she
shit .
"Three 11111111111 struck:

the 3111111 0! the house 111

bt‘u: holes
""the police chased me

lnto one of the residen-
-- itlal yards where I hid

perked~underneath e
kemht 11nd evaded my
pursuers. who run past
me."

She 581d 1n another
house she saw an in-
jured woman. who. it
was claimed. had been
shot while in bed 111 the
houue. -— DDR
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ENT AND BRUTALITY

31111111331- Eshume ’ 5-11-16
A West Bank factory worker described how" hi.

ribs had been when he was beaten with knobkietries
‘. and sjamboks at Fort Jackson station.

 

1141‘ Ernest Maud!“ 32,531d men had'dragged him
from a taxi near the station on Tuesday morning.
He said they tore up his train ticket and told ~mm

to go t0 work by bus. “They then hit me with knob.
kierries and Sjmb01:s,b1eak1ng my r1115," the work-

' .about

'him ~-

me.  
er 531d. “But Jl'm still going to tratcl by train."

11, Mr Mancnt “as still coughing blood yesterday. H1:
.1111 he was not the only,11111-5011 beaten at the station.

He raid “many" '110111e'1'1 were also beaten with
sjemboks by people he clatmcd were Ciskei Nattonel
independence Party members.
A garage emplcyee, Mr Aggret Mlumbi. satd he

was hit on the ear by Ciskei soldiers on Wednesday.
Le said he was using the firm‘5 truck to drive fel-

low employees to work when the soldiers stopped

“I showed them m3 papers andwritten permission
, from my employers to use the truck but they

wouldn‘ I listen. They ordctcd my colleagues to get
' ot" the truck and walk. 1 was Ihen hit over the head
by one policeman, 11h11e ahother pointed ‘11 gun at

A hidantsane man yesterday took a 51mm bullet to
1.3qu toexp1a1n_to hisemp103er why he wgs 1ate.h‘ir

Maxwell Bubu said he 111111 picked up the 1111'!1:: at '
, i'the htghwiy bus; terminal 111 Mdantsane. .

Mr Bubu said he arrived at work at 2.30pm yester- 1
day as he could not use taxis or twins anti trail to
hike.

1

many of us hike.

.“The Ciskei police are shooting and hitting peome
near trains and taxis. We are scared to use either, so

”Our bosses do 1191 beticve what1's happening. To
day, 1 brought my host; this bullet _hec_ause I was 150
1.1111 He now 1113111111 whet we're going through,
1111.11

1 set! he went to Mdantsane evert' week.
13511011; what‘s

" u
!

 

1 much quieter until

01111.1 5131mm
MDANTSANE
Assaults on commuters
by vigilantes working
quite openly continued
here at' the weekend but
,the focus "moved from

 

the railway stations to '
.the (211111211 Highway and
.the main bus terminal.

1 Scores 01‘ vigilantes
combed the Highway bus
terminal end the section
between it and Zones '7.
8 Band 10. ' _ '

Commuters were pul-
led out of cars and
beaten up and 111 some
1115ances tax1 (inverts
andrp'xivnte vehicle own-
ers-were attacked.

One taxidriver Mr
lihabalinjani Mabu111,of
Zone 9.53111 he had
driven to the Highway
.terminal to drop a pas-
tsenger when he W111:
attacked by vigttantesu
"As the passenger was

to pav 1115 fare,
1111's men -— fourcarrying
M11311 and one armedw11.1431101'11' -_ asked
1.111115 I was loading pas- |
schgem'.” Mr Mabutu
said.
Befor'é' he could

anfxwgrone of the men
utriage1111219111,1119“

f 5 1 01111311531.“was

..._.....'..__—_

111111111111? there
I 111131 is going to happen. T142 whole 11115 uoyc31.3333
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licensed to carryrpasseu-
gers, while 11:11:13.10.
reach out [01' my
licence 1‘. was assaulted.
with sti'cks. " '

He managed to lean
against his vehicle to
show up his licence bUL
his attackersdid not
notice ,

at: was
the C151ce1 palm: intenened”

.1

,"Some people were ,
screaming when 1 was
being beaten up,’ Mr
Mabulu said.
 

easreeu Pae‘hme
hem» 1‘s -‘5 “(’5

Ry JUDY PARFI‘I'K‘
711‘ 11110111 2’00 people arrested
or alleged curtcw. 1113111110121

' _'....l

iuring the week-old state :11 ~
mergency 1n Mdantszne.

hnly 32 have beeh convicted.

  

" lie I

hit K Potter, 11 sales repreéentative at the firm!

1
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”PRESIDENT Soboeentme. . . '

' These words mean
he start of e vicious
flurry of ejamboks,
baton: md stick: {or
Mdmimne reddenta in-
wtred in the boycott
'0! the township'3 bueea.
Each day they here

.to 11111 the13““ o;
no at an

WWN squads before
they can reach work —

emmtum home.
The kaekn ?oliee

lave cienlod any as-
multa on commuters.
_But this denial is re-
iectedansrfly by mph
vhg live in the town-
dilp --'- ll of whom
told City Press this
week 0! the wounds
they have 1 received
flying to set to and
from work. '

Fsctory. worker
- Ndukwana-Bixa

told City Press police
had fncmred her em
:with I rifle butt when‘
they threw her- onto I
1,“. ..

“They.said President
Sebe had sent them.
and if -I eompleined
to the precident he
would takeno notice,
because they
getting on his behalf.

“Thepolicemen also
said they Would blame
9hr Scum African

, Allieé Workers’ Union
, (SALEM) if I had my
mmat

lire Nkukwana-Bixa'
said she had been con-
fronted again by the
police two days ylater,
when they puahed her
towards a waiting bus.

“They hit me again
‘on my injuxed arm.
Causing fmther p.161!”

Her husbandp, Elijah
N,dukw1ma 1'11 presently
in Mdmtxanc'a Cecilia
Mnkiwane Hospital
with bullet woundspsus-
tamed in a confronta-
tion with police. '

. He was hit in the
tmttockx by the bullet,
which came out of hi;
13011111131.

A zone 14 resident:
B&usJi Somndi, and
his car had to be
stitghed . back ‘ liter
901106 struck him with
ldflO to try to get
himto boudabus.

“I showed themmy
mnthly train ticket.
but they subbed it

end eswx beforp they ,

' Shephexd
said hisjaw had been.

WE»

 

from me. My life was
uved when 11 crowd
filthfled and warm; the.
cops euy.’

Mr Somndi said he
ieeeived l2 stitcheu
above bu eye end 13
cubism.

V Other injurha re-
ported to City Pius
'were:

9 Factory worker
Kellmuhe

broken with an iron
md when he asked
Io: c alter being

- forced to board a bus;
@ Ernest Kmonl said
he was atill co“8111115
blood after being hit
in the stomach by
police who dmmdhim
.outofetaxi. ~

l’ferlegbrgkuolfi had0 en ythxec
.kaeim policemen
who hit her .with

- 'batone.
0' Esther Mki'va needed “
.xix stitches on her head
after six cops attacked
her with batons 21
.111: was crossingamad
g“: v Sale she was 01!
wet}; for four days
bccauk. of her wounds.
0 MW Bonkolo ms
hil_ on the knee byg
policemen when she
refined to board a
bus.
@- Mzwandile Txhoh'si
was “beaten all over"
with sticks and kicked
in the namech.
6 Zendisile Patolini
who works at 11 battery
factoryin East London.
was robbed and stabbed
by a vigilante squad
wearing overall: and
.weilding sticks. Badly
bruised and bleeding,
he was then bundled
into a bus.
6 Amos Mans):oh: was
attacked from behind
by men wielding sticks
.while he was walkmg
to the Mount Ruth
railway station.
8 Tom Klko was also
attacked on his way
to Haunt Ruth mum
and had to be treated
for a serious nor};
wound.

   

 

 

me b19311“
MDANTSJQWE-w Women
cried ancfieveral people
walking};310 Mount Ruth
statlom cattered .when

re attacked.and
.. d by menfrom a
army truck near

F§§th Ruth sstation -:at‘;
am yesterday; Q,

At least‘ two peo‘p'le.
Were-treated at Frere
Hospital‘for injuries
allegedly sustained
when they were attached

  

   

 

by men who forced them A
"10 board buses at the
Highway bus terminal at

 

Amos Mnngxola. of
Zone Five, had 15 stitch-
as on three head
wounds. ‘ y

16 .4127}

He said he wasnttack-I
ed by men who ordered
him to board buses :at_ ‘
the Highway terminal.

“I was walking with '
others towardsMpunt
Ruth station whenthe»!
men stopped‘usénd 10161,;
us to go tothe buses,"th-

k

???Q‘S

 

  said: .~1
"’"A111okeidivhéman
I was1115:1911:behind
and. telly}, - if”.'
He suffered two other

hénd Wounds been one .
beli'ev'e'd to have. in-
meted with.a sharp in-
strumetit, and a lacera--.
tionitdi-'the back.

‘minqlwas treated for;‘8.
serious-neckwound!

   ' en arena 4 > c
walked to hidan}sQno
station and arrivivi.30
'minutes late at 91217.

' Chiselhuxst factory ~10}?
where he was tak

   

 

hospital...

Mr Tom Dike, whi)was.
also attacked atrthe ter-

Manyworkers-walliin,
to Mount Ruth, :Fort
Jackson and Mtsotifo sta-
tions used footpaths to
avoid attacks yesterday.

But it appeared there

was less violence afiei 5

am and people walked to

 

the stations without in-

terference. ~.-_

  

 



 

 

TORTURE IN TH: s_l'ADIUlVlngENDIX c:

  

STSA Dukashe stadium outside East Loam“
once roared as‘delighterl fans cheered their foot-
hall and boxing heroes. Now it has hecoIIIe a

""Wesrfl Detng snor
III.

 

nightmare mum of terror.

The peoplerof giant Mdantsane ~— dormi'
Iory township to East London which has be»
come part of Ciskei -- used to go to Sisa Du-v
kashe to enjoy sport; now they have duhhtd
the stadium’s dressing rooms “gas chambers".

People sn) hundred;
the been detained in the
Ciskei, most of them from
hifdtint'sane,’s'ineerenrly
July when a {rippling bus
boycott started in protesti
against increased (ares.

Ciskei Police Commis-
sioner. Lulamn Mndolo,
told thé SundsyTribune he
did not knoa"off hand"
the exact'numher of people
incarcerated.

.He said all allegations
of police torture were
false. . I

Ciskeinn authorities
were thisw‘mck flooded
with telegrams- from Am~
nesty _lnternational ex-
pressingconcern at the de-
Ientions in the territory. ‘

Prison populations hate
swelled since the imposi-
tion of a dusk- tocdaer

' curIeII by life PIesidont
Leunox Sehe’s Government
in IIII attempt to break the
hcycotI ‘

He has aha calécd in I
notorious gang of vigilan-
tcs who harass motoripts
giting people lifts in an at-
tempt to [nrce commuters
hock to the hoses.

' This has led to the gang
- und members of the po-

llice [orce -— taking things
' iIIIo their own hxnds.

The stadium now houses
the. IigilInIes and all
sports ectititieshave
stopped since the curfew
was imposed. And because
the pIisom are full of peo-
ple caught breaking the
:tnl'evI, some are taken to
the stadium. and some-
times kept there Ior rims.

I Mam claim thew were tor:
tured there.

SLThIDfiY
‘lTflt GIMME.

l

l

l
  

. _ .4._-...-—._.—-um

Residents said it was
impossible not to break the
curfeu hecnuse With the
busboycott on. the) hIIJ to
leave early for Ivor}; Md
return tale It night.

But then the curfew was
imposed specificIIllI‘ 20
Mesh the boycott.
The}: is a huge ?rijs‘z

ence of police in the Icwn-I
ship; roatiblocks are put up
em, 'm'oming where resi-
dents are required to pit»
duce their referencé hooks. '
house peImIIS. CNIP (Cis-
kei National independence
Pam) cards and a lstamn
to prom that voted in the
last election. ' ’1
As one resident stud:

“l!s impossible to blue all
these documents Izt tho
same time. XI'5 a noqtin
situatian."

LIEI’Iy’H‘S in East Lon-
don andstnntsan: St'tt‘l
they were handling hun-
Srtu‘s u!“ nut". if pennin-
atlcging brutaiity b3 iht?
Ciskeian’s -— I-Egihtntos.
soldiers and police.
A Rhodes L‘niwrsit)

student. Miss Nomhekc
Doesini, told how she .and
her brother “PIE drngged
from their borne in the
middlerrof the night and
taken to the stadium when;
she was assauhed and
abused for 15 hours.
Miss ,Dneslni, o

8Comm student, said :he
Iigilantes came to her
home iooking for her sis-
ter Ntemi. whom they Iac-
cuscd of being a SAA‘I‘I'U

(SA Allied \‘I'oriters‘
Union) spy; the union is
banned in'Ciskci.

“I told. them i had just
united and did not know
where 'my sister “as."
“They said i should get

dressed; hncause !. didn’t
want to tell the truth, they
were taking me to jnii. As
I was taking off my night
dress. one o!’ the sum came
into the bedroom IIIIIl
started assaulting me with-
out reason. Axioms I Has
going out, 1 ms Itttacileti
from behind and fail on my
face."
The men had 9.: the,

sane time woken up .Ier,
brother who wz's boxing ’ '
roughed up outside.
“They wort: making a

‘uke of it1 and the neigho
houxs IIere iust hatching.
The} ceuldn' t intorlcrc.
“They kept IinngI

 

“rdfortured by
pout,mIGLfiUQS
say angryresidents

‘let‘s finish of! these
dogs. V!

VThe_I were taken toSisa
Dukashe stadium. where
me said the beatings con-V
tinued in one (If the dress.
ing moms.
“We found many othcr

IIctims then; M) truth-
w. whoserhody IIeshiIIe
uith sjamboking. IIII's
made to lie dour: on the
hard floor."
the} were eventually rt-;

ieased at 1 pin the followi-
ing day -- 15 hours after
their arrest.
Another Iictim, Mr

I'up'isile Mhtzlu. sxid he
was tortured .IorTI'I'F IIIfLI‘ ’
III the stadium. He was
hr-ndcm‘l‘cd and suspended
by his wrists {mm the rain
Iers of one at the dressing
roams while he was being
beaten.
The forces of law and

unit! in Mdtntfiene aim
raid the shcbeeht nhert’
pooplc tend to merstay 7
and forget about tht- trout
hies outside. And the) pay
with bruised bodies. 7
One such a person is

Mits Phlindelphia Makhuv
bola. She shown the Sun-
do} Tribune heals all met
Icr ham and II gash on the
head.
”The curfew starts at

l(l..0 pm and it was only
9 pm when these men uith
sticks. sjomhoits and iron
rods entered the- :heheel;
and and started hitting hi
"‘I didn't an to Iepnrt

thc matter to the police.
ht) don't take these

cases seriously. ln any
case they’re all friends.“
The Sunday Tribune 95'

v sited 64-year-old Solomon
Masengune at home a da_t
after he «'55 discharged.
from hospital, Both legs
were in plaster; both bro~

: ken at the dfikli‘b‘, and II
knee cracked.
Mr Masengane, i {tuber

cf three. mid he was at.
tackml b3 mile: in civilian
c:cthes on his way home
from work. _

"E was walking with I!
group from the railway
station MIN: It hit; truck;
i'IIEl of these pmolc stoppvi
in front of III.

"Et‘cryhody I12" 21! run ‘
niIIg 8Pfl)‘. but the polici.‘
cs?.ugilt up IIiti. me. \I’Ith~

_ out any quextlcnm Ih'ey‘ hfi

. Inc with stirlx. .‘Ilsout
eight po. ICImEII Ivrt hint

“Ww'

ting me. One of’them
asked me why we were
Invelling by’tnins And not
using the buses. I told him
buscsrwere not used.” ' -
When they stopped his

legs Were brokenthe also
had four cuts on the'head
and n broken finger.
“Myright foot wis don-

gling. i tried to staIId up .
but couldn‘t. -
“One policemah fished

what warwrong. lisziti '
how could he ask such a
question when he was in-_
volved in the beating. He
cnlled his {tiends who huh» I
tiled me and many other

,p‘copie on to the rriIék 3nd.
flock us to hospital.

“The people who Is?
suuited MEM'HQ adults. and
the) were sober. They
were aware of what they
were doing. To me such
people cannot he police— '
men. Tbes arethug";"

Theuihinkosi Miltini.
1"tn.

the stadium. handcuffed
hands to his feet, and
made to swipe for two
hours from a rod suspend~
ed between two tables.
One woman snid:

"When the general
IClIII'tles Sebe} was de-
tained, we thought things
would change for the bet-
teri Non people are shot
Ind killed indiscriminately.
Everybod) is scared of the '
Ciskeians."
President Sehe an-

nounced last month the
bus fare increase that
sparked the boycott would
he reduced by 50 percent.

. This has failed to get com-
muters streaming back to
TCU-Odd‘ buses belonging
to Gompo Transport, parI-V
owned by the Ciskeinn
Gotcrnment.
Commuters hate instead

chosen to endure packed
trains, long walks — and
the Iigilantes.
They hate even refused

to discuss the matter with
eithér Ihe Government or
the transport management.

All but three of 10 mem-
bers of the committeerep:
tescntin'g commuters are in
detention and hoycottets'
haIe made their release a'
condition for talks.

But II spokesman for the
commuters committee -
one o! the three not In do? .
IentiorI ~— said he luid the _
blame tar the boycott

said he was taken IL?

IMinisters.
‘het-n killed oII June i6 Its

squarely at the door oi the
transport company.
“When the fore in—

creases were announced
, the committee was elezt .
edrand mandated by cairn

"muters to negotiate with
the company. We" were '
preparedto talk gnd listen
The comma) oId u_s
bluntiy the) (litlII’tcrecog-
nise us.‘ We went hack to
the people and the decision 7
toibroycott the buses, was
taken. '
“Now more than!18 of

our people haIe be-III
gunned aown sna lulled'
Sehu‘spoiicu and Iirtuah:
the whole committee. is in
detentiori. '
“The people Ire not; in

an ugly mood. They are
not prepared to talk peso.»
until their Icprcsentstts..

' 'are released."
The spokesman dis—

Inissed‘ President Sehe‘s
reduction m the inuesse,
saying only IImIdy- timers -
"hailIN” nfi‘cct;II:Izihi eui3
hatftl':{I increase had been
reduced. Singlt trips hats:
been |ch untouched.
The hmcott has aiso at

tested the schoois. Second-
In school pupiis have b\‘sn
hogcotting classe: since
July in sympathy with
their 'pttrents. and it seems
the President hold: the keg
here as well.

Pupils Iu'e alto demand?
lug the release of Thelt‘
letders {tom detention hc-
foIe they go back to their,“
desks.
The schools ho3mm

spread to nearby Dumau
Village. another East Lon-

'don township, this tweak
where a woman. ATISVGUH'
Ian: Mfazue, was shot
dead after B cannfrovtatier.
between studepts and po-
lice

Thuse in detention in
Ciskei ’include‘virtually thr
entire upper echeioh of the
oncefearei.‘ Smte Security
Serticc and its heat!
Charles Sebe. and anothe:
Sche brother. -'l'tsnspor:

' Minister Namha Sebe. ‘

Who was relieved of ins
post this week.

President Sebe claimed
this week lIe‘thVIt his wife '
and children anti six of his

were to

part m’ an attemptto mer-
throw the government.

He said the 17 officcrs
would appear ln’cou’rt In
[“0 weeks.

I.WMimmd-wmum:WWM.mwmem‘mwmmm
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SAAWU estimates its East London membership to be 70,000 workers.

It is difficult to ascertain the precise figure, however, because the

SAAWU offiees are so regularly raided by South African security police

and their membership lists and other documents seized.

SAAWU has recognition agreements in ten East London factories and majority

support in several more.

Harrassment of SAAWU in East London has beeu consistent since its

formation: Thozamile quetha has been in detention eight times in

the last three years. In his last period of detention he was admitted to ,

the psychiatric ward in Johannesburg Hospital;

quetha's mother was killed in an incident where her house was surrounded

by barbed wire, so that she was trapped inside, and then fire-bomhed.

President sebe of the Ciskei did not deny allegations put to him that he

had authorized the attack. At the funeral a SAAWU arganizer was shot dead

by Ciskei police as she got off the bus carrying workers from the funeral.

Sisa Njikelana, SAAWU organizer, has been detained seven times.

During the Wilson Rowntree strike in 1981 over two hundred SAAWU members

from the Wilson Rowntree factory were detained.

The SAAWU office has had to move five times in the last three years because

of security police pressure on landlords. SAAWU files and documents have

been repeatedly confiscated.

  
 



Ctry PRESS

A ’ VERY different
kind pf sport is being
played at Mdahtsane’s
Sim Dukashe Stad-
ium today — biood
sport. '

Yigilantes said to back
Ciskei's President
nox Sebc have; taken'
over the stadium and
have turned it inté a-ton
turcl chamber, say horri-
fied Mdaptsgne residents;

. The vigflan tes, who
sport green berets are
trying to - crush Aha.
massivc Ciskéx’ . bus boy-
cott by kidnapping 'rer
:idcnts off. the, street.
dragging 411cm
into the sta- M
dtum and hot: .' - -'

:;them i ,_
prisoner fox: S;
days at a_time, _ {
sa‘yg'qsidcnmp
"l‘hey say the vigi-

lantcs roam Mdantsane
armed fwith clubs and
sjamboks, “arresting"
anyone on'the streets.

One resident, a civil,
servant, said he had been
handcuffed to the ceiling
and sjambokked during
his five days of hell
insid; the stadium. ,h'c
wgs later srcn lying in z
stadit’tm tqiter. by ,an
vhfldamsnam '

Lenv '
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@‘KOLEKI'LE LUTUL

, hi1 flash;

- - ‘ ‘Y‘V.<,"l=gk‘ ' nights. ,w ms} 1'. ‘7'» a;

ing $o;badly that “the
blood- ran out .of'his
show." ' - 7 ’

Ciskei's Commissioner
of Police. Brigadier Lu— .-
lama Madolo. vehement-
ly denied these reports
when contacted ‘by City "
Press, saying such in-
;idents would bc inves-

'n‘i;ated ‘by the police
if they were reported.

This was disputed by'
numerousvtcttms of thc
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‘ has arm. libs, thigh: and shin
bandaged what. {in giamboé;
and dactric cable cut ivnw

 

peatgd . rcqms to the
j ._pcticc to midrgh': stadmm

at; tu‘z‘itt. - , 2‘" -
Pcaplc lifing near the

stadium said they‘had
rated the police to 1m

.vatigate what, wsnt on at
the stadium after they
heard screams coming
:from dressing moms. -

' They seemed the
vigilahtes of “seriously

emergency declared, in
Ciskei a: an ESL!” of the
bus boycott inuMdartt"
sane and East London.

0m: 20? .the viétims
of thy: vigilantcs, Ciskcii’

, icivil servant ‘ Vuyisile
Mbola of Zone 9‘said hc

- was beaten up twice
by the men “dressed in
plain cloths: and

, ,camouflagc” , ,
He was first atsauhed

at‘his home on August
6, he said, when men
kicked his 'door down
and attacked him and his
wife Mozilumkc
batons.

,“Thcy, came. again on
August 23 and s;id I
had not bend thrashed
properly. the first time."_
Mr Mbola said. “A man
and iwo soldiers kicde

. . I r . ”.7.‘ . .» 'sin. 1.15m...» mg, .5
the boot 9! th r car.

ST rm5".

17; t‘

 

: .Sisa Du’kashc l

ab;tsing"r.thc state of-

' rep Kolekilc

with ‘

cuffed and suspended
from the ceiling,
beaten for an hour. When
they had finishc I
couldn’t walk. '

“They held me cap-E
tive in the dressing-rooms
for fivé days without
any medicat attention,
andthenletmegoffi -

Mr Mbola shofved
City Press injuries (in
his wrists 'and buttocks
which had not healéd
Mtcr two weeks.

Mr Mbola was seen at
the stadium by aquant-
sane carpenter. Mr J
Dlevu, whé said he had:
also been assaulted thcie.
flig‘. told City Pycss he had
seen Mr Mbola “lying
on. his stomach in a
toilet, bleeding §o pro-
fitsgly that the- blopfi
‘flb’wed out‘ot-‘Ahis shoes."

Anothqrrvictim. liquor
“Crabbe"

Lutuli of Zone 6. said

and ’

a Stadium, headquarters of'tvtdanqana’s "Green Borers”.M

was hand« he was dumped in the
hack of a van and whipp:
ed with an ctcctn’c cabtc
before being Jhkcn to
-the stadium 13nd beaten.

He was released the
next

, being charged.. .
A first year B Comm

, student at Rhodcsr
University's East London

morning Without

02

t branch, Nombcko Dwe- .
.‘sini. said she and her

brother'- Miungisi_ had
been held ovemfisht 5!

~ the xtadjum‘ ind 8mm!
ed. ' ' '

Hg Dwalnt’ aid the)! .
’wcre mlcmcd aftcr :-
hours, had she needs
immediuc mcdlcat tmt

fmcnt’ for a burst cu
drum. , .
Othm who tom 70 ,

23min: trutmmt we
sebum: Mvuyo Mum
£9. Sindhi Vuum‘ an

3?:lthathxu.L-li H‘inm.
' Rcv'flm

   
  

  o! churahmm
H Hints}.



 

 

  

..
.»

 L-.
.
.
_
.
.
.
.
W
-
.
.

  

   

  

   
   
  

APPENDIX C: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON SAAWU

 

  

              

   
  

  

  
   

    

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

 

"THE - history "o: the
100 OOO-Strong SAAIlied

Workers'
just a mere recqrd of
meetings” campaigns, re- ‘- 1

soiuiions and strikes :- it ,
is a remarkableftale of1
human courage and en-
duranoe,
overwhelming odds. -

Probably x
harassed union in the
bountry, "its leaders, re-
gard Saawu’s banning by
the Ciskei government as
the climax of four yeais' 1 I
of repression.

But they ate adamanh
that even at this dark
hour their union will
continue to grow from
strength to strength;

‘ Séh; Kikine. Saawus
voluble secretary general,
told City Press:

end with the Ciskei ban
It is an on-going process ‘7
with an assurance ofvic-‘
lory in the end,"

Saawu began inDiu-
ban1n l978 " .

And
dramaticaiiy chaonged

a
the labour sceneinSouth}
Africa

It soonprojected the- ,.
'struggle . as ..

shopfloor -
walkers’.
transcending
issues and linked the
factory with the workeis.’
day-tb~day problemsin
the community.-
For Saawu, thework-V-

ing people arenot Simply f
trade _'

union or the em)loyed .'_-5_
but all those who depend -'

for. 'Q ,
survival: those who are 5" *

their‘
those who are 3

members of a

on their labour

evicted
homes,
engaged in the struggle
for better houses,- those
engaged in

from

and poverty

And accerding
Popo Moiefe, UDFgsecremj
tary general, it is pre- 4,:

philosophy .1 SClousness

Ihat has made Saawu the and those who opposedI him and favoured n9n~
‘ racialism1‘h '

cisely th1s

most bitter enemy of
both P_xmoria and Bisho

The birth of Saawu wen: mainly from Johan-
, can be traced to a na- -'~
tional confluence of the ‘
Black Allied ‘."orkers’
Union Bawuhm March
1979111Durban

During the
1973," a split had de-
veloped in Bawu over
representation of the
union overseas by -ex1le
Diake Koka a founder  

Union 'is- 1101' ’

in the face of -

‘the ’most Tr

“The :
history ofrSaawu will not

«r
¢.
:-
‘v
-_
.~
v~

r1
W~

'r
w‘

~

 

it'semergence :
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1

protest ;-
against bus fareincreases 1"

of Bawu

{toi’

  

The 'spiit
those who supported
'Koi{a and the. black con—

philosophy

Kokas. supportem

'nesbutg and Newcastle
and his- opponents from
=Durban and- East Lon“
don. The national con-

, _ference decided to expel

couis'eoff thfi Johannesburg of'fi.
Cials and change the
name of the. organisation
to Saawu. ‘

Mr Nattal Mkhize be-
came the first president

 4...;“LL-u-

- 1' Kikine‘
divided

. iihionist.
, Saawu

_ J“

the secretary
Wgeneral and Thoz—amile
queta, the nationai bl":
gan iser
Dr Neil ‘- Aggett,

trade unionist who died
in detentionin 1981, was
at one stage acting
branch secretary {or the
Jahanneshurg branch 1111 11‘
3111111115 d the 017133 in rejects the labour laws

as being OppressiveandWandereis Street .. ~ <.
’ According to ~

Kikine. it was Dr Aggett‘
who introduced ah l-lerv~
Dert Barnabas, new the,

idnatiohai Organiser,
Saauu officials;

'Anothet tbp
who helped

onto its feet in

111.1

Sam

trade

 

    

  
av.M45

the early stages
O'scar Mpetha, one of th
three presidents of the,
United Democratlc Front

helped the"
union secure an office -~

' in East London. ‘

(UDF) He

Saawu is

because it fundamentally

discriminatory.
Kiklne says aegistram

tion means swearing an»
oath of allegiance to;
racialiy discriminatory 1
laws. .- '
And it reiects the

§tate-sponsored bargain-
ing system.

.' la’po'urisystemr

  

was '1
most:

~ a heavy plica—

1 strongiy 7
opposed to registrati on-

“Their plans

 

Saawu also maintains
an overt and explicit

_ ”politicalposition. It be-
lieves-in a unitaiy, non:

a'racial democratic South
Africa based on the wilt '
of all South Afiieans.»

it has demanded that
black workers be granted
political tights. "

. Atits annual caugress
Durban in - 1981 1t

;, demanded among other
. 1things, universai suffrage
:‘s’inSouth Africa as well _
;as the abolition of the
pass laws an-u‘ migrant
 

._ a ’,-.t',- I
m’u snuio’i£55133: it

'=‘_f91-'the abolition of the
{Group Areas Act and the
ufinconditional misuse of
Nelson Mandela. . 1
More recently Saawu

became one of thetrade
unions that helped estath
"22111111111 UDF.

Saziwu totaliy injects
’: "the ”concept of the‘home-

- land system as well as the
‘1? community councils.

'Two months ago the.
, fCiskei Transport Corpor-

' ~ ation raised bus fans by
11 percent in Mdeiits11111:.
~But many of the resi4
dentsof Ciskei me with-

1 out- jobs, and could not '
,pey, so they began hoy-

; ¢otfl11gthe buses. ‘- ‘
This strong politicai

stance -— probably the
hardline _ in the

entire . SA trade union
movement has cost

Eight times detained
president queta18 now .

' in hiding because of the.
,Ciskei situation.
And , vice-presidenl

Sisa Njikelana is cur-
rently endun’ng his sixth
spell in 'detenlion with
15*other Saawu officials

' in the Ciskei. But Saawu
is notreaciy to die yet,

As, Kikine ' says:
to bleed

Saawu. to death have fai-
ted in the past and will

fail in mime,"
m

  

 



 

    

  
By10111111111Coilmge

".UVnitIgId Democratic Front,
major'I workers organisations
and the Detainees’ Parents’ Sup:
portCommittee will attempt to
bring international pressure to
bear.- 0'11 the South African and

V '- ..Ito theI Imass detentions and b311~

.7African AlliIedWorker"01111111
.IIin theCiskei I

DescribiIng developments 1n
- ithe Clskei'1n astatement issund .-"
13163113111332.the otganisations:

   

 

v_w

?said:.“A stadium in hiflantsane :
on 1:116:1 1:1to4a 1:011- jI'

“35”“c Y '. ., media. public meetings and-
' union structures A11 1111131 soli-
ldarity méetin'g wi-11 be held at
.luxichtime 011.Thurs'day at-K1191-

 

111.11.111.91

   . 'Vcentration'.‘camp."
‘ 3 2 mittee of the ,
A ,omt a_ction com .tervention ls Ehé of 'severai -- .

"tiatives planned. jomtly by the;
,UDF; Descom and worker

"Ciskei vaei'nménts 1n resppnsez .

SouthLI11111ngmember's of the. TWP!) contribute direct? matériifl
aid eSpeciauy clcthing,:todo-

  

1.11.231E ca

11.2111

   

The bid {011 mtuhatmnai _,I.j

 

gmupings, which include two
major federations __ the Feder-

- 311011 of South'Airican Trade'
Unions(Fosatuiand the Council
of Unionsof South AfriIca (Cusa)

()thei1 plansare ‘ :1 . 5.15

tainees who are said to he kept

11111111111, ’
$111211..

1&1???"g
" 1:”beseriously considered by

- banning of Saawu as an indica-
'. tion "thatthe Bantustan struc—

"had virtually closed down other

in the Mdantsane stadium,.day
.and 111ght,11ghtly dxessed.‘: ..
61 To pIubhcise and “exphse atrm
citles111 the Ciskei” byuse 01 the

"11 11011312. Johannesburg.
To' consult with 1nd1v1dual

1621 through companies egtab—
‘hshed 1n the Cishei '

Iwhich mightinclz'sde interven-"
1110115 about direct action;1. UDF Fosatu,’Saawu;

1

to Isuppress any resistanch to .
their apartheid policies”. - . 4'
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unions and must?flow 110111 ,
them." ' -

The orgamhatmns regaVrVd the . .5

tures will increasingly be used 1 '

' They- noted that detentions

 

unions 111 the area-and predicted .
that unionswhich took a stand
on community issues wouIlIId fol: . 1. .
low Saawuinto banning}: -- '. ' ; 1‘

“There can be no compromise , ' .- '2
on the right of unionsto take up,,
issues beyond the factory floor’p.

“To permitthe CiskeiGovern-
ment to 31111111ass unioniinvolve— ,
ment in community strhggles'1s
to giveaway.a fundamental ele-
1118111 of unionism.” they‘stated
The list of particxpants' isf

Qusa, De-
scom,C'usa FCWA,Ge11era1and
llied Workers' 111111111," com;

mercial Catering and Allied

 

   
  

  
   

 

    
   
  
     

 

  

    

   

  

  
  

 

. A spokesman 101 thejoint Worker? Union,.lohah11esburgI
UDanions committee, 1111'Ter- Schoter 011wers Assbmatmn,
rop-Lekota, stressedz': “We Will OtaInge—Vaal GeneralWtrkIers?
01, make threats without a Union Municipal 111111.;-General

 

   
    

  
  

 

   

 

  

 

  
  
  

        

  

 

  

 

  
  

   

  

  
   

   

  

 

  

    

Aple have died as
: vigilante action 11
' b0 cotters,

he deaths
‘-acne]: against residents who
trains 111 preference

, Iare boycotting.
011 occasions.

c e-wltuess
"pI atform of

'lcged to have occurr

IAfrica. not Ciskel.
Residents allege

lower than their eatimate.

" are sanctioned by the C131».e1

afraid' to go to the ho.
'rald

.II‘ 162ng been assaulted.

. tunnes 111

were not identified

' It includes moments in which

'basis, Pds'sible_ action 111111113111: Workerv’Umor.

31111:)WWL-Q11“,.'
9J.’ E11.‘ E, 1101mtgmh1:11.11

RESIDENTS estimate thatup to 90 peo- '
a result of police and'
gainst Mdantsane bus -

111100111mg to the report. ‘
are the result.1tsays,of pence

have boarded»
to the buses which they '

police have opened the on 4residents attempting to board trains, and one '
reports seeing bodies lying on the "
a station 111 the Mdantsane area " ‘111one case,Cis‘;eiIJ>ol1'ce killing3 are al- '

at a station which isacross the borderamt 191,1he1'eIfox'eJn South

theofficial death 1011is ‘
because figures '.reIeIased by the Cecilia Makiwane Hospitgt .
Government ,They also a‘lege that some residentsare ‘

capital became police -1t. searching for residents who have aIl~‘

Accoz'dingIto the report, both rivate "1111'— I

311 killed.1‘1th ofwhom .

4 .1 The report 2350 11'. parts 11111111210115 acemums '' of serious assaults on residents by. vigilantes because they were navel]11;? 1n 1.‘ . I 'pnvate cars rather than buses.

fr'C'HC’E. Gl‘

. .
a man whoIhIaIdhsed 11115.3 altthis 11112.112111toIth1veIhisIeII.

 

11.113hed back 11119.1 bIeingI hssIahiItIedI for-InotI . ' '1131ng buses. If- .. ; -
A woman had thzr 111111 broken by Ciskei. ' 74; I _.

. police. who severaldays 151er amamted her. 1 ’
-' again on 'her l'hjured arm. ' ~ 4 '

In manycases, itsaya,vigiiames 3111!police 'Vare- stoppin, r¢siden1s anddemanding docu- .‘1j,_ments much 133516121113 donot have .to canyf.‘ ’I. or which havenever been issued to them. '
'11 they cannot provide themthey areas-
5111111126 and arrestsd 'C.
”‘Residents 1:131:11 aVny 163131211101: to'th de—.mands made by them by.vigilantes c311 result \I111 the proteIstef IbeIing shotI011; ofhand”theI '1eport sayh.
In some bas¢s,res1dehts a1e detaihed Vand;éssauiled for n91 payihga“developme'nt tax” .‘1111111151311 by Pdwldem 512119311 (101121nment ';

. However, some araclV11 servantswho haye 7'. 4'' the tax deducted from their pay and therefore .Icahxot51101111ch3receigtta prvae they hay; "29a 4 ,. .-

‘ Police alsohugagc 111'1requez1t 1111115. on1951'iehts’ 110111111, sehrchihg fi1r“;;911t_1c111 .111. '

 

  

   

  

   

  

 

1111211113111:
were 111 during the; cramp“:

I
second week oumgum

and one prjvatcm
mar— 1- 112 one case police'dug

up :1 residentstuary owner 1110111:511111119 washolding 51'; van ' 8‘11"“ drdefl ’1‘Mmini.’ 13W. 111cm Reachmg~ people who had M for311 versiv 'documants.
-; .

'hieze posse. 1011 011111811 Allied Workers 2'
15111011 T—shirt c 1111} result'111 the arrest of the 1
homes(mcupa 1;, t1. 1: report <.ay1s.'

I 11'- 501110. cas ,11 51131.1 vigilante:210111.111};‘Imeu' 111131110111 r"pf_~'Irso=1a1--g111n”by demand- ‘1:1g1110n1r-2I11c1II rosiden.s1n exhhange fornot
1111111,; them.- '

"1 "' ' "-1.. , ...,.1....’:-..-..

  

 
- '. 1."; ESQ}! j‘



 

 

rAus: Broschfire "Sudafrika"_, Irsg. von medium internatiofial.,terre des hommes,

Weltfriedensdiénst, A&tznnugeme1nscnafL Solidarische Welt

Adresse: medico international, Hanauer Landstrasse

undatiart (ca. September~i9839 ’ fif-~v‘~"—
.7 ,. ,.

Zur Person Von Au r t v H e e r d e_ n

Unterzeichner des Eriefes

vom 12. Oktober 1983 batr. die

an s

‘ituation in der Ciskei

M1111 5E5311% Q5555515551
DaflII'I siidafrikam'schen Gefdngnissen die qurbedingungen gelegemlich zum ,,zufl‘I‘1’ligen"
Tad des Inhqftierten fuhren ist, im Gesamtspek:rum dimesSystems nich! weiter verwun— '

1 de:"lich, daB gefolrert Wird sicker sbenso WeIII'g. N’II‘F‘ISI III:5. r11’I'ick‘ 0/1 50 sehr aafdiz Ras-
sem’mge fxiert, dqfl u'bersehen warden kdnnte dIIji (Liza Borharei, die [1mm iII‘Infieses Sy-
sums uuu’; gegen WteI‘e, gegen die angemisi.1 1714.19: WuI'IIIe nussc, ang1 wunat Wlili, wen'n
ebcn jenes System I'Izjrage gestellt :5t.
Beyers‘ Naudé, ‘a'er Direkwr des verborenen ,,1JIrIsIII:vI (rstiiu-te’. Helen Joseph die wcib’e
Oppositionsfz‘ih1erin, wurden barter, ha‘ujiger mit £11m: belegt, (1/5 vicle Schnarz: Opposi- I
tionelle. Dies ist dem System gelegenzlich noch zu mi/de: der chfle, gebannte hochschul-
Iehrer Richard Turner“ wura'e mi! cinem Sclzufl durCI’I (1’05 Fenster seines Hauses eI'IIIordeI;
rRlU/I First, f1“hrende5 Mitglied in der verborenen IonIrImI'51I'cciIen Parrei SI.dafrikas und
dem ANC, wurde durch eine BriefbombeIm Exii, III i.’Irem EuroIn den UIIivcrsiIII‘II"0n Ma—
puto. aus dem Wag gerdumt.
'Neiil Agett, dem weiflen Géwerksrhajtsffiiu'ger,ebI'I'hrt dcr Iraurige RIIiIm, 015 erIIer Wei— 1
fler in einer swdafrikunischen Gefangniszelle ,,Ict azugefzuzden" warden zu 59171.1
Sie alfc ngffen das Apartheidsystem so substantial! an, in seinen dkonomisrccn BedinguII-N1
gen, (11.3 bei ihrer Vernichtung die Rassenfrage kei'ne Rolle melIr spielte una’ a11:}: m Zu-
kunj! nicht spiele'n wird.
dye! van HeerdgnI 1978 Prfisjdent des sich zunehmena‘ radikalisierenden weiflen Studen-
Ienvelbandes NUS4S, III'nIerlegIe I'm SepIeInbe'r 82 bei ein.‘m Anwa'it 13in Affidavi! eine ei-
desstatI/iche Erkliirung I'I‘ber die Falter wdhrend seiner ’II.’IafIierung, die wegen a.-Igebliclzer
ANC- UntersII'I'tzImg crfolgleu

So ersclII'IIIert die hier auszu sweIse abeedruckren Fo’19ericme Sinai, so erhellend is! das
A ngebot eines seiner welflen falteren far em aestandms ciI'I SIu‘ck Land and zwei ,, Kaffer”
zu erlzalten.
7S6!’bst der Handel des FolleI'ers mir-dem Gefolterterz redu‘zier! sich 310’(Iie Grundzfige der
afrikanischen Gesellschaft—O_konorme der Sklaven.‘Iaftsrgesellschaft.

,,Um sieben abends wcchselte die Schicht
der Beamrten, die mich zu diescr Zeiz ver-
hbnen. Jetzt warcn Major Abrie, Captain
Olivier von East London und Acptain Vis-
ser vom Geffingnis John Voster Square so~ A
wie FeldWefiel Prince von Springs anwe~
send. Sic fragten mich, ob ich bereit sci,
fiber Dinge auszusagen, die sic zwar wfiB-
ten; die ich aber ihrer'Ansicht nach in mei-
ner Aussage ausgelassen hatte. lch crwider-
ie, meine Aussage sei vollstandig.

Sockcn habcn sic mir um die Handgelenke
geVIickeIl damit die Handschcllen nicht in
die Ham schri'fl'en.

Nun zogen sie mir einen Leinsack fiber den 1
Kopfifes wax Aein Geldsack cine: sudafrika- 1
nischcn Bank, dcren Namcn ich vergessen
babe. Der Sac): war elw‘a.» zu schmal, sodafl
Captian Visscr an beidcn Efiden mg, bis er l
ganiiibcr meinen Képf passtc. ‘

jetzt beicuchtcten sic den Sack.-\’cmmtlich
mi: cinem Glas Wassux, das ich sic zuvor'in“

147149, 6000 Frankfurt/M.1

Ass “Community Resource andInformation Centre (0RIC)

 
Walter in sz'idafrikanfichen7.
Gefa‘ngnissen ' ’ ,

- erst an den FuBsahlen, dann an den
Handgelcnken und Unterarmen und im
‘wciieren Vcrlauf am Nacken und am Rfi'ck- ,
rat.

:Sobalcirsie mit de11 Schoqks ahfingén, be—
gann ich en_isetzlich zu schreicn undkonmc,
obwohl' ich mehrmals versuchte aufzuhé-
Icn, cs nicht unterdr'uckcn. Je mchr ich

' schrie, desto gréfler wurde meihé'AtemnOL,
i Sehen konme ich auch nichts, da der Sack
fiber meinen Kopf gezdgen war. Ein
schreckliches Gcfuhl von Platzangst‘befiel
mich und ich geriet in Panik, da die

I Schocks durch meinen ganzcn Kdrper lic-
fCI) .

Ais’ sic dic Elektroden anrmeinen Nacken
ansctzlcn, sah ich blaue Flammcn oder
flWeilen vor mcineu Augen .und ich bane
Angst, dies kOmIte mcin Gehirn vielleicht
dauerhafl schadigen.

Wie sie mehr und mehr Wasscr fiber den
Sack goBen, bemcrkte ich plmzlich, (1:113 ich
in einer Wasscrlache auf dem Bodcn iag;

‘ der Strum den ganzen Kérpcr auf und ab
jagte, untcrstmzt (lurch das Wasscr, 'und

‘ich schrie und nicht mehr atmcn kunme;
Ich weiB nicht, woran sic maflen. Melange
ich die Schocks wflrde emage'n kdnuen

1 Oder wann ich crsticken wfirde, abet an ei-
I ncm bestimmtcii ’Punkt stellten sic die
Schocks ab und n‘ahm‘en den Sack von mei— '
nem Kopf. Sofox't beganuen sie mich mil

‘ Fragcn zu bombardieren ~- fiver mich fur
den ANC angeworbenhabe, an wen im

ANC ich meine Bcrichte gesandt habe. wo
mein loter Bricfkasten sich befund‘cn habe.’

, Da ich ailerdings nie Mizghcd im ANC war,
konme ich ihre Fragcn nicht beantworten.  lch muBte mich 'dann auf den Boden setzen,

Initdem Rucken zur Wand.'Schuhc und ‘
Socken mum: ich vorhcr abicgem die

27

' den Raun. haile- tragm saber. Sobaid der‘
Sack mm war. {iei mir das‘ Almen nuficrst,1
SChWCI': Hun wandIen sic lilekuoschocks an

Gab ic‘n ihnen die Anaworten nic‘m, die sic
harem wolhcn, zogen sic mir den Saqk wic- '
dcr ube: dcanopf. Dies war cin kritischcr-r



 

Gesetze
Dam sfidafrlkanlschen Parlament Hegt
der Entwurf der "Order! Movement
and Settlement of Black ersons Biil"
var, dle Verabschledun wlrd ffir Mltte
1984 emartet. Diese Bl I wird elne ar-
hebllche Verschfirlung der Passgeset-

. ze, derArbeltsgesetze (Influx Contra»,
der Wohngesetze (Settlement) fur
Schwarze bedeuten:

Schwarzen wlrd nicht elnmal mehr das

Betreten elnes stédtlschqn Geble‘es
ohne Erlaubnlsscheln (permit) mégllch

seln.

Elna schwarze Person kann sich nur

’noch In der Sladt aufhaltan zwischen 5

Uhr lriih und 10 Uhr nachts, e§ sai denn

sle waist elne Erlaubnis und Ubernach-

tungsmégllchkelt nach.

Etna schwarze Person, die auf der Stra-
B‘e oder In einem H‘aus einer_ welBen
oder schwarzen Vorstadt angetroflen
wird, kann verhaitet warden, wenn sle
kain permit aufweist.

  

lnspektoren haben das Recht, jedes
Haus, jeden Arbeitspplatz ohne vorher-
Ige Anmeldung zu betreten und nach il-
legal slch aufhaltenden Personen zu
suchen.‘ y ' '

Jeder, gleich ob Schwarz oder WeiB,
der elnar schwatzon Person ohne par-
mlt erlaubt, zu fibernachten, kann mit
500 Ranq oder 6 Monaten Gefé‘mgnis
besiraft warden. Zuséitzlich kann elne
Geidstrafe von 20 Rand fiir jeden Tag
erhoben warden, den sich die hemat-
Iende schwarze Person In diesem Haus
aufhéiit oder authielt.

Eine schwarze Person, die irgendwo in
der Stadt zwlschen 10 Uhr nachts und 5
Uhr friih angetroffen wird, kann mit 500
Rand oder 6 Monateh Hatt und 20 Rand
{fir jeden Tag Aufanthalt ohna permit
verurteilt warden.

Jeder, der aine nlcht-reglstrlerte
schwarze Person beschéfligt, kann ml!
5.000 Rand oder 12 Monaten Geffingnls
bestralt warden.

    

 

   
      
    

      

    

    
    

    
    
      

 

Joseph Mdluli
Mapetla Mohapi
Luke Mazwenbe
Dumisani Mbatha
([6 Jahre)
Thalo Mosala
Wellington Tshazibane
George Boxha

   

9 l. 77 Nanoalh Nshuntsha
9 l. 77 Lawrence Ndzanga

20 l. 77 Elmon Malele

       

      
    
    
    
   

 

  
    

  

  

15. 2. 77 Mathewa Mabelanc
. 2. 77 Samuel Malinga
. 3. 77 Aaron Khoza

7. 77 Phakamile Mabija
. 8. 77 Elijah Loza

8. 77 Dr. Hoosen Haffejee
8. 77 Bayempin Mzizi
9. 77 Steve Biko

7. Lungilc Tahalaza

Tshifwa Muofhc

. 82 Neil Aggcn

. 82 I Ernest Dipalc
 

 

Augenblick, denn sobald der Sack meinen
Kopf berllhrte, befiel mich sofort wieder
dieses Gcfuhl totéler Panik und die Versu-
chung war grofl. nur irgcndetwas zu sagen.
um sie zu hindern. dcn Sack wieder ubcrzu-
ziehen, und ich vermuzele, dafl an diesem
Punkt etliche Vcrhaftete anfangen zu reden
und sich nicht zu helfcn wisson, \veil man
einfach weifi. daB die Schecks wieder anfin-
gen, sobald der Sack unten sein wilrde.

In mehreren Absténden hintereinander
wandten sie Sack und Elektroschocks an.
E5 is». schwer zu sagen; wie iangc dies an-
dauerte, aber ich denke etwa cineinhalb
Stunden. Jedesmal durchlief ich dieselbe
Erfahrung — ich konnte nicht atmen, die
Schockwellen durchliefen meinen Karper,
ich krfimmte mich zusammcn \md schrie
vollig unkomroiliert. Jedcsmal, wenn sie
den Sack wieder flberzogen, betete ich, ich

mbgc ohnm'achtig warden, um den Schmer—
zen und der Platzangst zu cntgegcn, aber es
geschah nicht.....

Nachdem sie die Methode mit dcm Sack
und den Schocks cine Zeitlang angewand‘t
hattcn, wurde ich zwischen die Beine von
Captain Visser gesetzt. Er nahm nun ein
ziemlich dilnnes, nasses Handtuch, schlang
es um meinen Hals und begann, zuzuzic-
hen. Dieser Mensch ist ein ausgesucht star-
ker Bursche und er zog jedcsmal derart zu,
daB ich das Gefuhl hatte. meinc Augen fie-
len mir aus dem Kopf. Etwa zehn Tage lang
waren meine Augen voll mit kleinen rotem
Flegken, die, wie ich spater erfuhr, geplatz-
te Aderchen waren.

Jedesmal, wenn er mich strangulicrte, sah
er mir. aus seinem Stuhi fiber mir. in die
Augen und sagte, jetzt bringe er mich um.
Dami schob‘er "sofort seine Fragen nach
meiner angeblichen ANC—Mitgliedschaft
nach. Es ist schwer, gcnau zu rckapizulie~
Aren, wie oft er mich strangulicnc, aber ich
denke zehn- bis funfzehnmal.

Zu einem spateren Zeitpunkt muBte ich
mich mit ausgcstreckten Beinen auf den Bo-
den setzen. Dann schlugen sie mir mit einer
langen Nilpferdpeitsche auf die Fuflsohlen
und feuerten zwischen den einzelnen Hie-

W'

offiliell angegehcne Todcsursache

 

vom Stuhl gefalien
Tod dutch erhangen
Selbstmord durch Erhangen
naturlicher Tod

tot aufgcfunden ,
Selbstmord durch Erlxéngen '
fie] im Trcppenhausschacht 6 Etagcn tief

Selbstmord durch Erhangen
Herzschlag
schlug nach einem Ohnmachtsanfall mit dem
Kopf gegen eincn Tisch
fiel aus dem 10. Stock
naturlicher Tod
Selbstmord durch Erhéngcn
fie! im 6. Stock aus darn Fenster
Schlaganfall
Selbstmord dutch Erhangcn
Tod durch Erhéngen 7
Schlug mit dem Hintcrkopf gegen die Wand

 

sprang im 5. Stock aus dcm Fenster

in der Zelle tot aufgcfundcn

Selbszmord‘durch Erhéngcn
Tod durch Erhangen

  

ben ihre Fragen gegen mich.

Aufgrund diescr Peitschenhiebe war es
schrecklic'n schmerzhaft zu stehen, zumal
barfuB, was sie mich zwangen, ffir die mich-
sten 18 Stunden zu tun....

Bevor sic mit der Folner um Sieben abends
begonnen batten, war die Gruppe, die die
Folterei auszuffihren hatte, in der Polizei-
kamine in Hanoi einen trinkcn gegangen.
Sie schleppten einen ihrer chhkumpane
mit, eincn Mann namens Hendrik, wenn ich
mich recht crinnere. Fruher. entnahm ich

ihrer Konversation, muB er im Free State
gedient haben und jetzt irgendwo im Rand.
Er kam nicht von der Tatsache los, dafl ein
Weifler,‘ ein Afrikaaner, sich so verhalten
konme. daB er von der Sicherheitspolizei
deshalb gefoltert wurde. Mit grfiBtem Inter-
csse verfolgte er die ganzen Vorga'ngc und
unterbrach sic gelegcmlich mit Witzen.
(Wobei er in der Tat ein hervorragender Er~

rzahler War und John Vorster tauschend echt
nachmachcn konme.) Einmal unzerbrach er

die Folter und sagte, ”Hbr zu AureL, ich

muB mit dir reden. ich muB dir einen Rat

geben.” Dabei zog er mich in den Flur,
nahm sein Brandy-Glas mit, 'srsuchte mich

zu einem Schluck zu fiberredcn und meime
"Hm zu. jetzt gehst du rein und sagst den
Jungs die Wahrhcit, weil sie dich sons: um»

bringen, und ich kann’s nicht mit ansehen,
wie sic dich hier zusammenschlagen.
Schliemich sind wir beide Afrikaaner und
mussen. uns jafinichi unbedingt gegenseitig
solche Dinge antun. In Cones Namcn. sag -
ihnen, was sie haren woilcn, in deinem und
in unserem Interesse.” Weil ich abet auch
’bei ihm nurwiederhoien1(0andr-JE ich 33
'65:: die Wahhefit 5231?. unt‘: ihzzen b‘rehs
samtliche Information gcgeben hitte. wur-
de at base, fing an, mich zu beschimpfen
und stieB mich in den Raum zun’lck, nicht
ohne seine Koilegen aufzufordem, sie 5011—‘

ten mit mir machen, was sit: wolhen.
Doch mein Fall muB ihn SO'beschaftigx ha-
ben, daB er am nachstcn Tag wiederkam.
mich aufsuchte und versprach, sobald dis
ganze Gcschichte hier vorrfiber ware. mir
ein Stuck Land und zwei Kaffer zu gaben.
damit ich mir cine Farm aufbauen kbnme.

Am Morgen des 18. November holtc mich
Feldwebcl Prince gcgen haib Neun aus mei-
ner chle und brachte mich in den vicnén

' Stock der Polizeistation. Dieser Stock ist
ausschliefllich von der Geheimpolizei be-
legt, hat einen cigenen Aufzug, der nur zum
vierten Stock ffihrt und an beiden Enden
des Flures sind Eisengitter.

Ich wurdc in sin Bilro geffihrt, in dem sich
Prince, Captain von Aswegen, Captain Oli-

' vier und Major Abrie befanden. Sie wfirden
mir, erbffneten sie mir, nur wcnig Zeit gc-
ben. um jene nenncnswerten Punkte vorzu-
Hagen, die ich bislang vcrheimlicht ha’ue.
Vor ihnen léige, sagte ich, cine umfassende
Aussage meinerseits. Captain Olivier erwi-
derte, es sci ganz offensichtlich, dafl ich
nicht.zur Zusammenabeit mit ihnen bereit
sei und sic der Blutzufuhr zu meincm Him
deshalb ein wenig nachhclfen mfissten.
Feldwebel Prince holtc ein Paar Handschel-
Ien und klappte einen Teii um mein rechtes
Handgelenk und den andercn Teil um-mci--
nen linken Kndchel. eine,crnsctzliche Pcsi-
lion, zumal. wenn von cinem vcrlangt wizd,
in dieser zu sxehcn. Sic warnten michném-
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“ich," miEh Hinzusetzen, hinzulegcn odcr
' auch nur umzufailen. Solitc ich dies tun,
warden sic mich verprflgeln. Da ich an-
nahm, dafi sfie dies wahrmachen und die
Prflgel mich schwiichen erden, ich also
weniget imslande sein dUrftc, die unab-
weichliche Folter zu ilbersnehen, versuchte
ich krampfhaft stehen zu bieiben.

Nach ctwa 15 Minuten waren meine B'eine'
bereits voilig geffihllos und begannen un-
kontrolliert zu ziuern. Da ich kein Gefuhl
mehr in den Beinen hatte, fing ich an. bin;
and her zu schwankcn und konnte nut mi:
grOBter Anstrengung versuchen, die Mus—
keln in den Bainen abwechselnd an~ und zu
entspannen, um einigermaBen das Gleich-
gewicht zu halten... ~

Dier ganze Zeit war immcr wenigstens ein
» Geheimpolizist im Raum, um mich zu uber-

ARBEITER UND
SCHULER ZUSAMMEN-

BRINGEN
, , me Zlele des Schulemrbandes COSAS

Im August 1982 vcrdffcmlichte die Studen-
tenzeitung NATIONAL ein Interview mit
dem Vorstand der schwarzen
Organisation COSAS, (lem Congress of

. South African Students, das wir in Auszu-
gen wiedergcben.

Was heiflt dds Lemhemafar 1982, Schiiler-
und Arbeiler—Aktionen zu organfiieren?

Die Schfiler ' haben erst langsam, nach
1978/79, begriffen, dafl sie nur cine speziel-
ic gescliscliaftliche Gryppe stud and nur {:i;
ne’begfehit‘é'li‘o'llé inf brefié’fén‘li’ifdfif Epici-
len. Ihre Rolls muB es sein. den Kampf der
Arbeiter zu untcrsmtzen. Die Schfiler sind’
die Arbcitér von morgen und mit diesem
Verstandnis mussen sie erzogen und organi-
siert werden. .
Die Erfahrungen, die Schiller m’achen, sind
.vermuflich verschieden von denen. die Ar-
beiter machen, am Wohnon und an der Ar-
beitsstelle. Deshalb denken wir, daB die
Schiller cine stfirkere Rolle im allgemeinen
Kampf spielen kbnnen, wenn wir den,

' Kanipf der Arbeitcr in den Schulcrn brin-
gen. ' ‘

Haber: Schiller und Arbeitér eine Basis far
gemeinsame Aktionen?

Schiller werden in der Schule umcrdrfickt,
Arbeiter haben MiBstéinde am Arbeitsplatz.
Gcmeinsame Miflstande aber haben Schiller
und Arbeiter inrder Gemeinde, also béi-
spielsweise ihre unzurcichenden Lebensbe-
dingungen. Bringen wir nun diese beiden
Gruppen anhand ihrer gemeinsamcn Erfah-
rungen zusammen, so kbnnen sie cine sehr
starke vereimc From bilden, das System
herauszufordern, die Ungerechtigkeiten of-
fcnzulegen.

Is! eine solche Aktion ein Schrilt nach vor-
ne in der Schillerbewegung?

J‘a, cin gewaltige: sogar. So etwas ware vor ~
’76 nicht denkbar gcwescn. Die Schiller
dachten zu cinem erheblichen Teil. sic

. kbnnten (335 game Erziehungssystem ab-
schaffcn und letztlibh die Befrciung errei-
chcn. Schuker verstandcn sich 315 die {Ull-
rende Kraft im Bcfrciuugskampf, was

29

Schfller- ,7

wachen.‘ Die anderen verlieflen zwischen-
drin den 'Raum;‘-was sié genau machten
drauBen wciB ich nicht. Ich erinncre mich
allcrdings damn, daB Captam Oiivicr weg-
ging, um sich cin paar neuc Schuha zu kau-
fen.... .

' W

IbWStand ISO'higésifibéLabglf‘ds; alsc- Rn’s sie
mi: dcr Falter bé‘gannen. Anschlieflend ket-
teten sic mich in der selben Positib’n, ir-
gefidwann gcgen Morgen, wicder ail. wo-
rauf ich so his Sechs Uhr abends stand, bis
zu dem Zeitpunk-t, als Major Abrisin den
Raum kam, ich mich aufrecht vcr ihn hin-
stcllen muBte, cr mir cine cinstflndige Lek-
tion erteilte und ich dam in meine Zellc zu-
rfickgeffihrt wurdc, wc mir. nur zum Essen
odcr _zu gelcgcntlichenflerhbren die Hand-
schcllen .abgenommen ‘wurden, sodafl ich
dann aufrecbt stehen konnte.
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selbstversténdlich cine Illusion war. Wir ha-,
ben unsere Grenzen erkanm.

Wie organisier! COSA'S die Schmer? ' '7,
Sci: den Schulboykotts 1980 fordertcn wir
demokratische Schfilervertretungen. Wenn
man Schfilcr in den Kampf einbeziehen will,
muB man sic organisiercn. Die ,Sludcnts
Representafive Councils' vermcgen Schu-
iern anhand von Themen, die sie dirckt er-
fahren, Themen bcgrciflich machen um zu
sehen, wierwichtig es ist, die Gemeinschaft
zu unterstfltzcn. Eines unserer Ziele ist es,
in den Schulcn die Beziehungen untereinan-
dcr zu verbessem. Wir sollten erkeunen,
daB wir unterdrfickt' sind undigemcinsame
Problcme haben, die wir auch gemcinsam,
angehcn sollten.
Wir hoffen aubh, daB die L.ehr_er sich als‘
Teil dicser untcrdrflckten Cvemeinschaft be:
greifen und sChlieBlich mit uns gemcinsam
die Apartheid-Erziehung bekfimpfen.

Welche unmittelbarenProbleme habt ihr?

Eines is: die vom Staai verordnete Schul- _
pflicht. Durch diese Methoden zwingt der
Staat die Eltern, far en Unterricht ihrer 7
Kinder zu zahlen. In einer Gesellschaft, in
der Ausbeutung zum Alltag des Menschen
gehéx't, muB man auch Erziehung als cine
Waffc: sehen, Unterdrfickung und Un-
gleichheit aufrecht zu haltcn. Schulpflicht
ist nur dann akzeptabel, wcnn es sic!) um ei-
ne frcie und demokratische Erliehurzg han—
delt, durch die Schiller Féhigkcilen bekom-
men. die zur Verbesscrung der Gcseilschaf:
nutzc sind.

Erst fuhlt man diese Tortur nur in den Bcil‘ ""

ncn, aber nach einigcn Stundcn fangen die , ,
Schmerzen in dér Brust an, man hat Mum:
zh atmen. Ich bekam cine Art Asthma da-
vpn, und je ticfer ich versuchtc durchzuat-
men, dcsto mehr spflrte ich die'Schmerzen
im ganzen Brustkorb.
Natflrlich haue die Sachs léingex andauern-
d‘ Auswirkungen -— nach den zwei Tagen .
V,rh6ren konnte ich mich nicht mehr
bUCken und nur noch Séhritte von wenig'en
Zentimetern machen, konme mich nicht
einmal mehr so weit backen, um meine
S cken odcr Schuhe anzuzichen. lm Ver-
lifixf der nachsten Tage wurde es noch
s hlimmer: Sitzen vergrdflerte die Schmer‘
zgn, aber auch im Stehen Oder Liegcn waren
SIC furchtbar und ich konnte einfach keine
FTosilion finden, in dcr ich ohne Schmerzen
hp Rflckcn und Beinen war.
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Ein anderes Problem ist die Altersbegren~
ung. Schiller fiber 21 dfirfen nicht mchr
den normalen‘ Unterricht 'besuchen, soxi-
ern mfissen sich in den Erwachsencnbii~

dungsstauen einschreiben, Dicse Regelun.
gen sind cine Antwon'auf die Unru‘nen von
1976 von 1980, um sogenanmb Unruh'ésfifJ
ler fernzuhalten. ,

'Wie sind eure Beziehungen zu anderen
Schfiler- und Studenten-Organisarioneg?

Heute sehen wi’r die Situation vie] realisti-
scher und begreifcn, welche Krafie hinter

' de: Unterdrfickung slehcn: uicht die Haut-
farbe an sich, sondem sehr vie] rnehr die
ékdnomischen Faktoren. Wir sshen, ~daB
NUSAS‘ zum Beispiel die Situation so ein-
schfitszie wit. Sic haben demokrafische
Zielvorstellungen, streben cine nicht-
rassische Gesellschafl an und das is: schlieB-
lich auch unser Ziel.

 
Die tagliche Erfahrung im Kampf lehrt die
Schiller, daB cs nicht um wech Individuen
gem, spndem um das System der Unwr—
druckung und Au$beutung. In den Reihen
der Wechn gibt es sehr entschiedene Per-
sOnlichkeiten, die ihr Leben dcm Kampf
vcrschricben haben. Dafl ihrc Zahl bcgrcnzr
ist, verstehen wir, wcil wir die Zwé’mg’e dic-
ser wechn Gesellschaft begrcifcn.

Wie seht ihr das Erzielmizgssysiemin die-
sem Land?

Ein Erziehungssyslem in einer rassistischen
und undemokralischen Gesellschaf: kann

T nur zum Nutzen der Hvrrschenden sein. 
 


