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Conpatrinmb and conrades.

Brot hers and sisters.

A New Year |5 upon us. The President of your novenent, the ANC, CL)! 1

AQiver Tanbo, is unable to address you today as he has not y?! fuily .reaznt-m

his health. W.- speak to you today, January 8th, the 781h Anniversary of the AN-i

on his express; instructions W have, in the first instance. the hazzznw and privil eg.
to extend to you ail and to all our friends everywhere, his New Vear QYPPIin-gg

ab wait as thaw of the rest of the | eadership of our nmovenent and the :nmenbm

ship as a whole. Simlariy. we greet our revolutionary allies, the SACP anti SACTI 1’
riislvl k W observed 1989 as the Year of Mass Action for People’ s Power W art: prou-
wrents today that we have, as a result of our mass actions. come much closer than ("cw
before to the goal we set ounrlvsrw that of tramh’ming South Africa into a nuted
denpczattc and nun-racial country.

We Salute all the? patriotic forces of our country for 23143 2185nm ar hi wenm:
?mnons joined in action to bnng this resu’ xt about. The Last! :nehrn ng; :iavc-gsgha
gane! strikes, the historic canpaign of mass defiance which 1. , 1

in; our rotmt to subnit to repression and state terrorism.....

hoycom the mass rallies and denonstrations, the boycott of 1hr

Hones of Representatives and Deiegates "mthe tricalrnral pmEEr-"w -

trsbuted in creating the nood of expectatiun that pewndcs our

So too did the reclaimng by our peopie in the bantustans 0f the

Liti zenbhi p the hunger strikes carried out by the State of Fnergr

Hw bt ei hng struggl es waged by our white conpatriot: agaim FOHSC

a mptete rejection of the aginmmthetd systemand its racist tenets. ha-

H the peopl ek; arny, Unkw 210 we Sim 1 and the corttnuer? nth
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has. arisen whereby there is probably rut- thanking south Aftiiai w:r: 4:1
nB: expect that change. nust come in our iong-suffmg country . .1

that harbours both the potential for change. and the ever-present d -
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i n enemy-created structures.

We al so rem nd those who have not yet followed this exanple that, by their

actions. they too have the possibility to be counted as patriots who overcane the

short-lived tenptations of the nonment and saw that the future lies not in the
perpetuation of apartheid but in its destruction, and its replacenent by a socia

order which they will be honoured to construct as they woul d have parti ci pated

inits introduction.

0

Working Cl ass As we have agreed in previous years, mllions of workers remain outside the
ranks

Unity of the organi sed denocratic trade uni on novenent. We have to continue to devote
maxi mum attention to this issue to ensure that the overwhelming nmajority of the

wor kers of our country are organised. Al of us must join hands with Cosatu and

its affiliates to organise both the unorgantsed and the unenpl oyed.

The unity of the working class in one of the nobst inportant weapone in the

hands of the workers and the denobcratic novenent as a whole. It is therefore

an objective for which we have to strive continuously. In this regard, we would

like to welcone the unity victories the denocratic trade uni on nmovenent scored

during the course of the year 1989. Progress is also being nade in the vital task

of uniting the teachers. Cearly, we need to nove with greater speed tn pursuit

of this njective.

Further work also remains to be done to reach out to other organi sed tornme-

tions of workers, including the white or white-led trade unions. It is necessary to

show t hese wnkers that their fundanental interests are best served by joining the

forces that are inexorably bringing a denocratic South Africa into being and net

those that still cling to a crimnal past whose days are, in any case, ttuittbetett.

Quite clearly and correctly, the general tendency anbng the workers of em

conttry is progress towards ever greater unity, whatever the probleztia item

to overconme in achieving this goalt It is therefore all the nore disturbing that the;

shoul d be sonme who, while claining to represent the genuine interests the avarfw

Ing class as a whole, work persistently and unashanmedly to weck and .;:.tage

the unity of the working class.

Sooner rather than latex; the ordinary worki ng people whomthey | ead tau?! wake

up to realise that these |leaders are isolating themfromthe nmaterity of the ez-gatnteed

wor kers of our country for purely selfish and sectarian reasons. W caii on titoge

responsl bl e to abandon the path they have enbarked upon and the objectives tt-

have set themnselves, all of which only serve the interests of the countet-tevol utm

the denocratic novenent as a whol e has denonstrated nore than once the

it is ready and Wlling to listen to the views of the thousendb of woi kem dnuth

by the unheal thy divisive process within the trade uni on novenent, to res; ,

their feelings and, in the interests of the workers thensel ves and the QppreSm

masses of our country, to work patiently to achieve unity, without creating a situation

of victors and losers. Let all honest patriots act nowto build unity rather then to

sow division, to help build a denocratic future rathei that: pull backwards towards

a raci st past.

peace in Natal In this context, we need to re-enphasise the absolute | nzparmmee Of the b

ack

oppressed. The continuing bl oodbath tn Natal poses an Ut'gtit'tt ttttallenge to al

of us to intensity our ettorts to bring about peace. W nust not be discouraged

by those who are playing around with the lives of the people with the objective

of gaining, an enpty political advantage, but tittist reach out to the people so t! at

they i npose peace on those who seemto tilbst death.
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As we speak, an inportant and exciting conference of the wonen of our country

is taking place in the Netherlands. This is the Malibongwe Co nference. W salute
the wonen conrades and mmpatriots who have gat hered in Ansterdam and i ook

forward to the results of their conference which rmust have an inportant inpact

on the entirety of our work, regarding the nmass invol venrent of women in the
struggl e and their emanci pation fromthe yoke of triple oppression

The overwhel mng najority of the wonen of our country, the nost oppressed

section of our population, remain |anmentably unorgani sed and under-organi sed

As yet, because of this, they remain by and large a reserve force of the |ibeiaiion
noverrent of our country. In good neasure this is so because even the nost

devel oped sections of this nmovenent have not addressed seriously the issue of
emanci pati on of women. The consequent continued political marginalisation of

worren itself works to ensure that they too are not positioned to intervene in a
deci sive manner to assert the centrality of the liberation of wonen in the whole
process of achieving national and social emancipation

The tinme has come that the denocratic novenent as a whole and all its ac-

tivists should adopt concepts and practices that overturn old nodes of approach
towards the female half of the popul ati on of our cauntry. W must ensure that

the Wonen are organised fromthe |local |evel upwards and draw theminto strug-

gle in their mllions and as equal participants at all |evels of organisation and
regardl ess of the form of struggle. The mass invol venent of the wonen is vita

for our success in the objective we have set ourselves, that of ensuring the speediest
denocratic transformation of our country.

By achieving this nmass participation, we will also prepare for the situation in
future when we shall have to transformthe | egal and constitutional franmework,

the econOry, culture, ideology and other fornms of human existence in such a

way that ours does in fact become a non-sexi st society.

The heroic youth of our country, the great pride of all out people. have continued
to occupy their position anong, the front ranks of the forces that fight for |ibera-
tion. W Salute them and urge themfurther to deepen their involvenment in the
struggle, as the creative but disciplined and responsible force that they have been
It is of particular inportance that the youth should al so pay maxi num attention

to the question of strengthening their own organisation. During the height of the
repressi on under the current state of energency, the apartheid state made a specia
effort to weaken the denocratic organi sations of the youth.

CGood progress is being made in reconstituting old structures and creati ng new

ones where none existed before. This work should continue so as to draw the
mllions oi Qur youth into organised formations oi the denobcratic novenent. in
this process, we also need to pay particular attention to the political education
of the youth as part of the comon effort to ensure that they continue to play
their role as one of the nost inportant contingents ot the denmbcratic novenent.
Among its tasks, the denocratic student novenment should, together w th other
forces, address once again, in a systematic manner, the issue of the transforna-
tion of the educational system Taking advantage of the space we have created

t hrough struggle, we should try to deternine what can be done even now, to

produce the kind of young intellectual whoma denocratic South Africa wilt need.
To do this effectively also requires that we should be organised. it al so neans that
those who are so organi sed should not fall victimto revol utionary arrogance and
be Satisfied to wal k al one, |eaving behind many ot her students who m ght require

7
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and possibilities. of eithei our nmun forces 0: those of our opponents. Above al

and in the present situation, we should Iclaimno easy victories! and avoid the tenp-
tation of euphoria,

in addition to our clarity on such issues, the victory of the denocratic revol u-
tion will depend on how organi sed we ate and how successful we are in bringing

the mllions of our people into continuous and united struggle as conscious fighters
for their own liberation. Fromthis, it is clear that we still have nany tasks ahead
of us.

01 central inportance is the need for us further to strengthen in every way possible
and necessary the organised formati ons of the denocratic novenent. The truth

is that many of these continue to show obvi ous weaknesses in terns of haw the
menbership i s organi sed, the uneven | evel of consciousness, the strength and cohee
sion of the | eadership structures and their accountability to the nenbership as well
as the contact of these formations with the masses of the people.

In all these organisations there are adequate nunbers of fairly well-prepared

cadres who should be able to address these issues and enabl e those denocratic
formations affected rapidly to correct any m stakes and inprove their capacity to
function effectively. The goal of ensuring the proper organisation of our fighting
formations is a priority task wi thout whose fulfilment we shall be hanpered in terns
01" taking the struggle further forward.

We nust also not forget the reality that mllions of our people remain unorganised
and maintain weak contact with the organi sations of the denocratic novenent.

This is an issue that we should al so address constantly, to build organisation and
draw even nore of our people into struggle.

This definitely affects the masses oi our people in the countryside. Inportant strides
have been nade in organising these heroic nmasses who are al so deeply interested

in their own emanci pation and that of their country as a whole. But nore needs

to be done.

We therefore hail and wi sh to encourage very strongly the efforts bei ng nmade

tu organise the agricultural workers. Inspiring progress has been nmade in the
establ i shnent of youth and wonetfs organi sations in the countryside as well as
denocratic village commttees and political organisations. W need further to ex-
pedite these processes by ensuring the availability of resources to carry out this
werk and by el aborating programmes of action together with these rural nasses,

in order to nobilise theminto struggle.

A special tribute is due to the traditional |eaders who have comnbi ned thensel ves
into the Congress of Traditional Leaders. Having broken away fromthe stable

of those who help to adm nister the apartheid System these |eaders have regai ned
the respect of the people and are a val uabl e and indi spensabl e conponent of the
genui ne forces for change. They have a responsibility to draw other traditiona

| eaders into their denocratic formation as well as participate together with the rest
of the denocratic nmovenent in organising and nobilising the people in the country-
side into struggle.

We al so salute those who operate within the bantustan system but have el ected

to join the people as part of the mghty and invincible arny that fights for a united,
denocratic and noneracial South Africa. W trust that these devel opnents have
ensured that never again shall we, as the denocratic novenent, abandon oer

task of erganising these forces into struggle, regardless of the fact that they serve
C
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further education and persuasmm to join the denocratic novenent.

An inportant responsibility also devolves on teachers and lecturers to participate

in this process of the transfornmation of the educational systens

Rol e of This issue throws up the inportant question of the role of the intellectuals of o
ut

Intelligentsia country in the struggle today and in the processes of fundamental social t
ransfmm

mation tonmorrow. it is our deeply held belief that we need to devel op a strong

and active denocratic novenent anmong the intelligentsia of our country as wellt

It is true that serious efforts in this direction have begun. Mich nore still remains
to be done. It is very inportant that the vast body of intellectuals in our country
realise that the situation demands that they too should be firmy conmtted to the.
denocratic vision for which so many have peri shed

Faith in Struggle There is also a continuing responsibility on the part of the religious
conmuni ty

of our country to deepen their engagenent in the struggle to end apartheid. The

| standing for the truth canpai gnl has played an inportant role in enabling parts

of this community to contribute its share to the forward novenment towards a

denocratic South Africa. In the period ahead of us, greater rather than |l ess the

vol venent will be expected of the religious comunity.

Prom nent religious figures have played an outstanding role in the fight against
injustice. We salute these great patriots. They have been prepared to sacrifice even
their lives to remain true to their beliefs. It remains for all other people of faith to
follow this exanple and, by their involvenent in action agai nst apartheid, help shorten
the lifespan of this systemand bring |life where death was the order of the day.

Non- Raci al Sport The denobcratic novenent as a whole continues to grapple with the inporta
nt

guesti on of devel oping a genuinely non-racial. nmass sports novenent. This too

is a mtter of inportance. W need to encourage ever nore of our people, both

young and old, to participate in sport. This is not only necessary for health, but

is also an inportant nmeans by which the youth occupies itself in a constructive

manner. The end of apartheid is also going to nean that we shall, once nore,

rejoin the world sporting comunity as accepted conpetitors. This certain prospeCt
shoul d inspire as many of us as possible to take to the field.

We reiterate our strong opposition to all rebel tours. These are apartheid tours
intended to reinforce this evil system They serve further to entrench racismin

sport and are a counter-torce to the efforts that our sports people are naking to
devel op a non-racial sports noverment. it remalns our common responsibility

vi gorously to oppose the rebel tours that are due to take place and demand t hat

the apartheid coll aborators go hone.

We wel cone and strongly encourage the steps taken to unite the various sperts

bodi es within each code, on the basis of non-racialismand a conmtment to the

A ynpic principles. This should also play an inportant role in destroying the divi-
sions anong our people. and the resulting antagoni sns, which are the heritage

of the apartheid system in this context, we also wish to wel cone the energence

of the National Sports Congress and urge that it ensures that it continues to devel op
as an organi sation of sports people who nust, anong ot her things, also make

their contribution to ensure the speedy end of the apartheid system in the interest

of all sports people and sport itself. V

3 W nust, of course, also strengthen other organisations of the people such as

the civic associations, the NECC, and organi sations which bring together our cultura
wor ker s.

St rengt hen
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Conpatriots and fellow freedomtighters:

To be vtctortous in the struggle to liquidate the apartheid system and transform our
country into a non-racial denocracy requires that we should be organi sed. Cur
organi sati on nmust be capabl e of reaching and nmobilising the mllions of our pecple
into struggle as a united force. They nust be able to handl e the conplicated situa-
ti on ahead of us, defeating any attenpt to break themor render themineffective.
To achieve all this they have to be strong. They have to be well organised,

with a good | eadership, sound political understanding and established denmpcratic
procedures. But in additton, and of great inmportance, they nust also have a pro-
gramme of action for the destruction of the apartheid system and the transfornma.
tion of South Africa into a united, denmocratic and non-ractal country.

We spelt out the essence of this programe at the Conference for a Denpcratic
Future. The Unifying Perspective, the Declaration and the Resolutions of this Con-
ference point the correct way forward both in terms of the orientation of the struggle
and the practical actions In which we should engage in a united offensive. Wuat
remains to be done is that in further discussions within our various organi sations,
among these formati ons and through the continuing structures of the CDF, we

shoul d deci de what practically we Should do and when.

As at the Conference, we must, in a progranmre of action, address such mat

ters as the. further intensification of the canpal gn of mass defiance agai nst repres-
sionin all its forns and against the apartheid system W nust address the issue
of the rel ease of Nelson Mandela and all other political prisoners and detai nees,
saving the lives of the patriots on death row, the bans and restrictions inposed
on organi sati ons and individuals. children under apartheid, the nobilisation of the
rural masses against the Land Act, for the land to belong to those who work it,

the just demand to end conscription, the issue of peoples education and ot her
guestions that were tabled at the CDF

At our Conference for a Denobcratic Future, that em nent |eader of our people.
Conrade Walter Sisulu, called on FWde Klerk to join the people in the struggle

to end repression, to end apartheid, to plan for, bring about and build a denocratic
and non-racial South Africa. The focus of our offensive will be to achieve these
obj ectives through action from bel ow, through nass action, involving the mllions
of the denocraticrnnded South Africans. On this there can be no goi ng back

The chal l enge remains on FWde Klerk’s table for himto act from above in pursuit
of these same goal s wi thout whose realisation our country can never know peace,
stability and devel opnent.

We also call on our white conpatriots to join this mass of fensive for denpcracy
and peace. There are al xeady many that have stood up in pursuit of these ainst

They participated in the Conference for a Denocratic Future as distinguished

buil ders of a future common honme of all the people of our country. Those who
marched into New Brighton in Port Elizabeth to bridge the racial gulf created by
the apartheid systemand to nmake their conmitnent to work for a future of Justice
and friendship anong all, are today the pride of nmillions of our people.

We urge the mllions of our white conpatriots to follow their exanple, to reach
across, join hands with their black fellowctttzens and together. black and white,
march forward to destroy the old and. tOQether create the new social order.

Such actions, carried out in every town and city of our country, wbould make

an enornous contribution to the speedy end of apartheid and the abolition of the

9
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raci al antagoni sns and :xti:;tnb:t which this System sought to nurture and perpetuate
Now is the tine that all South Africans who |ove our country, In all their glorious
shades of colour, join forces and act together to turn the land of their birth into
a conmon patrinmny of which we can all be proud.

Conpatrl ot s:

The recent revel ati ons about the secret death squads set up by the police and the
arny. point to the gruesone threat that all our people face fromthese arnmed nen
and worren, who have been trained to kill tn defence of an unjust system The

cl oser we get to ending the system of apartheid, the nore desperate, vlclous and
brutal these animals of racismw |l beconme. To deny us the peace that will cone
with the end of apartheid, they will declare war on the unarned, to produce the
peace of the grave.

Now is the time for those patriotic individuals who serve in the apartheid armed
forces and police, to declare thensel ves on the side of the overwhelmng majority

of the people, to declare thenselves in favour of a denocratic and non-ractal South
Africa. Already sonme have chosen this path, anbng them serving soldiers and
pol i cenen and the brave young whites who have publicly refused conscription

ri sking and actually serving long terns of inprisonment.

We therefore reiterate our call to those who belong to these organs of repression

i ncluding those in the Bantustans, that if they nust bear arns, it nmust be for the
pur pose of defending freedom and not perpetuating white minority dom nation

Thei r weapons nust be pointed not at the people but at the enemy of the peop’ie,

the apartheid system In this regard, we salute the decision by Lt Rocknan and
others to establish an organisation of pollce and prison officers and trust it, too,
will act in the interests of the people.

The situation ahead of us inposes new responsibllitles on mar novenent. the

African National Congress. Born of the people al nost eight decades ago, and chargs
ed by themwi th the task of leading themIn their efforts to secure their emanci pa-
tion, it has the challenging obligation to carry out this historic mssion in the period
ahead of us.

To achieve this, the ANCitself needs to be strong and well-organi sed, clear

about both the tactical and the strategi c demands of the struggle, and capable of

| eading the mllions of our people to victory. W therefore call especially on al
conrades inside the country to work hard to strengthen the underground struc-

tures of the novenent, to expand them and ensure that they reach ail corners

of our country and all sectors of out people.

As one of the four pillars on which our entire strategy rests, this task is of centra
and decisive inportance. It must therefore be attended to with all the seriousness
it deserves, in the interests of all the denocratic forces of our country, for the vic-
tory of the denocratic revolution

We al so take this opportunity to salute the heroic commanders and conbatants

of Unkhonto we Sizwe tor the i mmeasurabl e contribution they have nade to brlng

us to the stage where we can pose the prospect of the transfer of power to the
people as a matter of practical politics. W |ower our banners in nmenmory of the
revol uti onary conbatants of the peoples arny who have laid down their |ives during
this past year and before. By their sacrifice, they have brought the goal of freedom
within our reach

13:41 h 11
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The conditiw mwhich u iiiigvti 12:. it) take up aims, :etrmn unchanged. The ANC
remai ns an ttlegai organi sati on. Menbexship oi the ANC is a treasonabl e offence.

The state of energency continues and a whol e series of repressive |aws remain

on the statute booka. W have no constitutional neans to change the govern-

nent of the day. While the apartheid regine remains in power, even if the ANC

wer e unbanned, there is no guarantee that this tegi me would not, once nore,
prescri be our novenent.

These observations are inportant in the context of the undertaki ng we have

made. as reflected in the Harare Decl aration, that we are ready to enter into an
agreenment with the Pretoria reginme for a nutual suspension of hostilities as soon

as a climate conducive to negotiations is Created. G ven our history and the prac-
tical situation in our country, we cannot be expected to surrender our weapons

until an agreenent to end apartheid has been arrived at.

In this resPect, we nmust make it clear that the Harare Declaration is not and

was not to be a substitute for other forms of struggle, including our armed oftenh
sive. it is an additional weapon in our struggle to liquidate the apartheid system
it constitutes a vital and new intervention by the denocratic forces of our country
in the arena of political struggle tor the denocratic transformation of our country.
The arned struggle continues to be a critical and decisive conponent part of

our strategy. The conmanders and cadres of the peoples arny, Unkhonto we

Sizwe, will therefore remain at their active posts, conmitted to the intensificatitm
of mu arned offensive against the violent apartheid system for a denocratic and
peaceful South Africa. The peoples army nust therefore continue to grow and

further develop its conbat capacity inside the country, so that it becones a for

nm dabl e force capabl e of delivering telling bl ows agai nst the apartheid regi ne On

a continuous and nation-w de basis.

The sister p80ple of Nam bia, our neighbours. are well set on the road to

i ndependence. On this historic day in our struggle, we greet themand salute their

i beration nmovenent, SWAPO of Nami bia This wise and dignified people have
denonstrated that through the denmocratic election of a Constituent Assenbly,

by keeping their country together as one united, untragnented entity, by refusing

to treat one another as conpeting ethnic and racial groups, it is possible to create
a situation of peace and stability within a few nonths of the cessation of arned
hostilities.

The victory that is within their grasp is of great inmportance for the denpcratic
transtmmati on of our own country as well. We reiterate our pledge that we wil

do everything in our power to contribute to this victory by resisting fromour own
soil any attenpt by the Pretoria reginme to bl ock Nanmi biais progress to procl amar
tion of her independence, fully conscious that this inpending victory will push further
forward the frontiers of freedom and enphasi se the urgent need to |liquidate the
apartheid systemonce and for all

We sal ute the sister peoples and governnents of the Frontline and other countries

of Southern Africa Qur region can never know peace until the apartheid system

is ended, W are therefore aware of our responsibilities, not only to oursel ves,

but also to the peoples of our region, to abolish the apartheid system as quickly

as possible. W assure themthat that day is not far off. W take this opportunity
once, nore to express our profound appreciation to themfor standing firmin their
support for our struggle, despite the canpaign of terror that the Preto’'rta regine
11
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| aunched agai nst them

We are at one with the governnents of the Peopieis Republics of Ango’ xa and

Mozanbi que in their effort to secure peace for their peoples. The terrible rte; lie!l 9
in both countries has to end. The Pretoria regi ne nmust accept full responsihiiaiy

for its part in this situation of massive death and destabiitsation and its attenpt

to inmpose its will on the peoples of these countries.

The recent discl osures about the Conobros confirmthe threat posed by the

Pretoria regine to i ndependent Africa. This demands continued vigilance by th

entire continent and the abandonment of any illusions that independent Africa-

can transformti" ' apartheid regine into a friend and an ally. The task of the QAU

and our continent continues to be the intensification of the offensive against the
racist regime in South Africa until our people gain their freedom

i mpose On this occasion of the 781h anniversary of our noverment, we greet ail out hiends
Fritnpi ehensive and aiiies throughout the world and convey to them our thanks for the wor
k they

Mandat ory have done to sustain the canpaign for the total isolation of the apartheid reg
me.

"Hantritons The apartheid systemcontinues in place. it therefore still remains for the
nt er na

tionai community to use the nost effective weapon in its hands, conprehensive

and nmandatory sanctions, to help bring about a speedy end to the apartheid criti-

tag at humanity.

ii. the com ng period, our novenent and ot her denocraticforces (22917-2: " Jr:

try will require even nore extensive poiiticai and material support how °’
anti-apaitheid forces. W are confident that this suppoxt will be given gga:.:.-;;::;n.:i
yz

to enabl e our people to realise what the whole world wishe5 to see . the transfor-

mati on of our country into a non-raciai denocracy.

We al so take this opportunity to express our appreciation to all states nenbers

of the United Nations for their unani mous adoption of the Declaratiizmon South

Africa at the 16th Speciai Session of the General Assenbly. W are certain that

this will make an inportant contribution to the. speedy resolution of the apartheid
guestion of which the United Nations has been seized al nost since its foundation

igtmy W begin the |ast decade of the Second M I I ennium convinced that victory is certa

n
t) "1’: nm®? Denpcracy in South Africa nmust and wiii enmerge triunphant. it is the urgent t
espnt

sibiiity of ail our peopie who value freedom justice and peace to conbine in their
miizons and use their irresistible strength finally to put an eruri to the apartheid
system transform South Africa into a united, denocratic and nenr-t’aciai country,
enabling it to take its place anobng the nations of the worid as a force fez justice,
peace and social progress" Consonant with these tasks and in the name :2? the

entire | eadership of our novenment, we prociaim1990 the Year Cat Peoples Action

tor a Denocratic South Africa.

Amandi a Ngawet hui

Malia Re a Ronal

Power to the Peopl e!

FOR FU "i’'i HLR i Ni t TURMATI ON CONTACT ANC. PO BOX 31791, LUSAKA, ZAMBi A

(St

FI t

[

l:

i
)
T J:
|



Not e

Group Rights

1" mStrategic

Cisiijtective

MB8 Eti-BElI 11235

Naed tea: Tactica

Flexibility

CD

Conpatriots. the need for all of us, black and white, to unite around the perspective
of one, denocratic and non-racial South Africa has never been greater than it

is today. This not only requires that we shoul d enbrace this perspective but also
that we should join in struggle together, nmarching shoul der to shoulder for its
realisation,

We take this opportunity once nmore to salute the Conference for a Denocratic

Future. We united at this historic Conference to forge a mghty formati on of struggle
for a denobcratic South Africa. By that act and in our decisions, we put on the
agenda, as the issue of the day, the transformation of our country into a genuine
denocraCy, in which the people would govern, on the basis of one person one

vote in a non-racial society, and not on a group basis. This is a denmand that we

must inmprint on all our banners as we continue and intensify our struggle for |reedoniz,
Confronting directly the nmanoeuvres ot the De Klerk regine to draw us into

an apartheid structure which would parcel out neaningl ess portions of 'powe: in

a so-call ed power-sharing arrangenent that would | eave the white nmnority as the

donmi nating force, we correctly called for an el ected Constituent Assenbly that would
be truly representative of the people and accountable to theny one that woul d,

once and for all, answer the question of who the genuine representatives of the
people are. W nust fight for this demand to ensure that power does indeed rest

in the hands 01’ the people, and not appointees of Pretoria and other self-seeking
Charl at ans.

The fact that the Conference fOr a Denobcratic Future took place and that it arrived
at these and other inportant decisions, should not Iead us to ignore sone of the
weaknesses that emerged during its preparation and its sessions. One of the nost

i mportant | essons these point to, is that theie needs to be greater interaction anong
all the forces that were represented at the Conference, in a conscious effort to
think and plan together on a continuous basis. United action becones easier for

all of us to achieve when we have all participated in the process of deternining

what action we shoul d take together

Thi s pregnant nonment in our history, which denmands of all of us that we make

the decisive push for the denocratic transformati on of our country, requires clari-
ty of thought in ternms of our tactical and strategic objectives, wthout confusing
the two. It requires that we should know the goals of the national denocratic revol u-
tion and refuse to fall victimto prom ses of ples-in-the-sky nade by demagogues

who know t hey cannot even deliver a stale slice of bread.

Qur first strategic objective is to restore denocratic political power into the hands
of the people in a united and non-racial South Africa. Once this objective is
achieved, it will be the task of peoples power to dismantle the system of apart-

heid and to undertake the process of fundamental socioeconom ¢ transfornae

tion, directed at neeting the aspirations of the people in the nmanner spelt out in
the Freedom Charter, the Constitutional Cuidelines and the Wrkersi Charter that

are currently under discussion. These are the strategic objectives of the nationa
denocratic revoluti On around which are united the mllions of our people, a strategic
unity which we nust guard and protect |ike the apple of our eye.

Tactics have to do with how we conduct the struggle fromone nonment to the

next, responding to a changing situation. By their nature they require flexibility.
The correct tactical approach al so demands that we should. at all times, understand
the bal ance of forces correctly and not overestimate or underestinmate the strength

| _:1 :4 E157
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and in pursutt of the twin objectawe oi justice and pinte, and as the Pretoria regi ne
can confirmhorn its own files, we repeatedly asked successive white mers of our
country to enter into negotiations with genuine representatives of our people. Even
when we were conpeiled to take up arms, we tried to conduct a humane war

with as few casualties as possible. This Was precisely because as a novenent for
national liberation we value lite and tight to assert the right to life in the face of
a systemthat is inherently violent and rurderous.

Because the denocratic forces of our country vai ue peace, while being comitted

to genuine freedomfor all the people of our country, they have, once nore and

in unity, put forward a proposal for the political resolution of the conflict in which
our country is enneshed. That proposal. as contained in the Harare and UN

Generai Assenbly Declarations, is intended for the sole purpose of ending the
system of apartheid as quickly and with as little bloodshed and destruction as
possible So far, Pretoria' s response to this historic proposal has anpbunted to
not hi ng nore than political ganmesmanship which has absolutely nothing to do with

a serious effort to advance towards a nutually acceptable agreement to end the
apartheid system

It still remains for the Pretoria regine to create a climte conducive to negoti a-
tions. In putting forward this universally accepted demand, we are not asking for
special favours. W are asking that all who should participate tn any process of
negoti ati ons shoul d enjoy equal political opportunities. On this historic occasion
we reiterate that the denocratic forces of our country will not be terrorised into
negoti ati ons and cannot be expected to enter into such a process until they enjoy
the same freedons to engage in political activity as does the National Party.
Alittle while ago, we converged i n Johannesburg in our tens of thousands to

wel cone, in a disciplined and orderly manner, the |eaders of our people who had

been rel eased fromprison after a quarter-of-arcenury of incarceration. W took
advant age of the space that had energed to hold this rally as we had organi sed

the marches conducted in the course of our defiance canpaign

Wi | e recogntsing these advances, we have nmade it plain that that great son

of our people, who continues to wage a principled struggle fromprison as a disciplin-
ed and committed nmenber and | eader of the ANC, Nel son Mandela, as well as

other patriots, _remains in prison. The State of Emergency remains in place. O gantsa-
tions and individuals continue to be banned and restricted. The De Kietk regime

stiii has a long way to go before it can claimthat it has ended repression directed
agai nst the national liberation and denobcratic novenent of our country. So |ong

as this repression continues, so long shall we struggle against it.

Therefore, whether the potential for a political settlement is transformed tnte
reality remains the urgent responsibility of the Pretoria regine. For our part, we
are committed to seize any real opportunity that might energe, genuinely to seek

a poittical agreenent for a speedy end of the apartheid system It ought to be

obvi ous that we, who are the victins of this hei nous system can never act in a
manner designed either to perpetuate it or to lead to the | oss of even nore iives.
Despite the prontses that have been nade to the contrary, the apartheid system
remains in place. An apartheid white minority reginme continues to rule our coune
trys There is in power a party of raci smwhich has grown accustonmed to power

and cannot inmagine itself as anything except a ruling party. The very real condi-
tions of our lives, including, the denial of denocratic political rights, denmand that
we continue the struggle until we have renoved the yoke of oppression

ed
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ts realised.

Qur rejection of the apartheid system has al ways been and remai ns unconprom s-

ing. This systemis a crinme against humanity. No elenents of this crinme can be
permtted to continue, whatever the excuses advanced for their preservation. The
peopl es denmand that it nust be eradicated in its entirety is non-negoti abte.

We can take no other position precisely because apartheid has nmeant and corn

tinues to mean some of the nost terrible suffering that any peopl e anywhere in

the world have endured since the end of the Second Wrld War. It has meant the

death of millions of people through hunger and deprivation that are a direct result
of this System it has neant the death of hundreds of thousands throughout our
region as a result of repression, state terrorismand undecl ared war waged for the
sol e object of protecting the apartheid system

It signifies the murder of sone of the best sons and daughters of ait the penpie

of our country, whether on the gallows by official hangmen, in the streets and
viliages by the potice and the army. in prison cells by licensed torturers or el sewhere
by the official secret death squads of the Pretoria regine. it has neant the
dehunmani sation at an entire people. It has led to the inevitable conflict in our country
which still has the possibility to claimthe lives of so many of our peopie as: we
fight on, because we nust, to end the apartheid crime against humanity

These days, the National Party al so speaks of its commtttm * #0 end aparthei |

The unl arented and nel odranati c di sappearance of PWBU? , -. mmthe pGthL-Lit

scene is presented as a mlestone signifying a change of direction by this apartheid
party. Its | eaders nust. however, understand if we remai n unconvi nced and scepe
ticat and demand that they transiate their words into actions.

The sane Nationat Party occupi es an uncontested position as the sote architect

of the apartheid system For over forty years it has; systematically and catl ousty.
constructed this systemof white mnority dom nation and used the nost brutat

neans and nethods to entrench and defend it, upholding the destructive notion

that the security of the white popul ati on depended on white dom nation

it has trained and equi pped an arny and a police force as well as a phal anx

of civil servants, to say nothing of the white population in general, to stanp victousty
and nercilessly on any person and organi sation that threatens the survivai of the
apartheid system

Repeat edl y over the decades, it has thrown these forces of repression into action
and built up a tradition of barbarismanong them It would he tool hardy of us

to forget that, however engaging the snmiles they mght wear on their faces today.
these forces still hold a deadly sword in their hand, capabie of being used to: the.
purpose for which they have been trained __ the ruthless defence of the apartheid
system of white minority dom nation and exploitation

Thr oughout the seven decades of our existence we have fought against white

mnority rule and advanced a penpective of equality in freedomfor alt Seuth
Africans. W have put forward and defended the idea that South Africa bel ongs

to alt who live in it , black and white, and that no government can justly claim
authority unless it is based on the will of all the people. W espoused these trr-znctpte
S

because we val ue freedom justice, denocracy and security for alt the peopie of

Qur country.

W al so adopted these positions because we cherish peace and knew t hat so

J Jul
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I ong, as. injustio: persisted so tong would the people be denied peace. in 52!.1!.1::.0it



