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SPEXCH BY CHIEF M.G, BUTHELEZI: CHIEF XXECUTIVE QFFICER AT THE INAUGURATION 
OF THE ZULU TERRITORTAL AUTHORTTY: NONGOMA JM}.,};th 1970. 
  

The Honourable the Minister of Bantu Administ®ation and Development, 
the Honourable the Commissionor General, His Royal Highness the Regent of 

(Regent of) Zululand, Members of the Zulu Royal Family, Chiefs and members of 
the Zulu Territorial Authority, other Distinguished Guests, Ledies and Gentlemen, 

It is my privilege to address you on this historic eccasion in the 
History of the Zulu people. The Zulu natien has eem the last but cetainly 
not the least, te reach this milestcne which the other six ethmic groups 
have already reached. The Zulu nation is for that matter the very last 
nen-white homogenous group, te enter this era ef :self-govermment within 
the framework of Ssparate Development. All sorts ef opprobricus terms have 
been used:” to condeun the slew pace at which this has come about. I +hink it 
weuld be well for us te remember the words of the British Premier Disrael, 
at the time of the Great Zulu War. I refer here to the now femous 13 
quoted quite often, " A" Tremarkable people the Zulu. They defen: 
Generals, convert eur Bishops, and put an end to & great Europeer 
The Zulu people are ns less remarkable today than they were when thi. 
memorable remark was made during the last century, despite the vicissitudes 
they have gone through, throughout the years. 

This necessitates a wrief historical survey which will put today's 
event in its cerrect and proper perspective. Initially the Zulu peeple 
were made to understand by officials of Your Department, Sir, that the 
Bantu Authority Act of 1951 was optional, It was for this reason that at 
a Conference of Chiefs oonvened by our late INGONYAMA H.M. Cyprian 
Bhekuzulu ka Solomon, to consider the Act, we decided that the mutter be 
decided by the Zulu nation, whv had to make the cheice we were mede to 
understand we had. As ne steps were taken to implement our resolution, the 
matter rested just there for a few years. Some tribes in Natal "accepted? 
the Act. 

Awout 1967, efficials of the Department of Bantu Administration told 
some of us that the Bamtu Affairs Commissioners who gave us the impressien 
that we had a choice in the matter "were wrengly instructed", that we were 
merely being consulted and that censultation did not mean we had tn give 
consant. Those of us who had deen waiting for eur people to decide, had 
after this explenation no cption but to comply with the law, as the questiem 
of "accepting" or rejecting the Act, fell away. 

In spite ef this directive from Pretoria, seme tribes were still 
without trikal autherities, some had tribal authorities and some districts 
had Regienal Authorities end others still had ne Regional Authorities. It was 
&t this gtage that our late Ingonyama saved the situatien by having that 

gnd historic interview with you, Sir, in August 1968. On that 

qecasion hé presented to you, Sir, a certain letter, the revelant exirvacts 
which is as follows:- "Sir, Your Excellency, I Welieve that with the 

eatablishment ef a Territorial Authority, a new and historic day will dawm 
fer the Zulu people. I helicve this will be a step in the directicn of giviwg 
my people the self-determination, scif-government anl eventual independence 
and freedom which is the natural ambition of every nation. 
" I velieve also that this will be a step that will enable eur people's 
{uterest and advancement to be cared for and premoted as never before, ¥ecause 
today we shall have a machinery waereby our own peeple can, with your 
depariment and government's assistance, play a part in finding the needs of 
my people, and devising means to meet them." 

It is indeed very sad that eur King was not apared to see with us 
teday his dream fer his people coming true, It was this historic wisit ef 
Jogonyama te Pretoria which has united his people, that is those who had 
¥gccepted" the Act and those who after they were t0ld they have no opti 
pomplied with the law. I remember him saying to me en the eve of his vis{} 
$o Pretoria that whatever the merits or demerits of this law were, it was 
essential for us te have such a body as you have inangurated so that we cam 
speak with ene voice. It is interesting to cqmpare what the Ingenyama said 1‘ 
the abeve letter with the preample to "The Premotion ef Self-goverrment Act, 
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And whereas the development ef self-gevemment is stimulated by the grant 
rritorial authorities of centrol over land in their areas, and it is there- 

ient to provide for the ultimate assignment te territorial autherities 
o and powers conferrel on or assigned to the State President or 

e Trustee referred to in the Native Trust and Lend Act ef 1936, 
If what the Ineonyama asked for and what I have just quoted 

3 we hope it will, it 1 something quite unique in the history 
It will ke the i ir a Metrepolitan pewer such as 

a, te relinguish power voluntarily to a subject natien such as we are. 
2]f struggled very hard to shake off the shackles ef Celonialism. 

can covntries have also struggled hard for their freedem. White South 
2, particularly the A ners value their freedom and independence so much, 

beczuse they got these things through blood, sweat and tears. If this can happen 
te vs peacefully then eur late Ingonyama will rank as ene of eur greatest Zulu 

Kings 
Having reached this stage therefore, we would like to assure the Hon. the 

Minister ef our full co-operation. Sir, we would also like to make it clear that 
there may be Zulus who have reservations about certain aspects of Your policy, but 
all of us are united in assuring you of our ce—operation. The divergence of views 
on any aspect of your pslicy does not necessarily mean any disloyalty to you, Si: 
or to your government. Nor can reservations sbout just some aspects of such a 
wide policy, mean that those who have reservations are Communists er Sakoteurs. 
Te meke the point I am trying to malke here clear may I again be excused if I ask 
all of you to have a very quick lcok with me at our histery in the last 60 years. 

Ever since the establishment of the Union of South Africa, in 1910, we 
Zulus have been loyal and have always co-operated in the implementatien ef the 
policy ef whatever®Bbvernment*was in Powers—This did not ily mean that 
we agreed with every facet of the Government policy of the day. We have none - 
thelecs always been lsyal. In 1914 and in 1939 when the Warld Wars took place cur 
peovle frecly cc-operated in the war efforts of South Africa. During the last 
World War, I recall that the late Ex—Regent of the Zulu nation UMntwana uMshiyeni 
kaDinuzulu, tha late UMntwena unyaiza ka Ndabuko, the late Chief Langalakhe 
Ngcoke end my late father Chief Matecie Buthelezi, left their homes and camed with 
what were called the Native Military Corps. I mention these things as they are 
a demonstration of loyalty not only to the government of the day, but te white 
South Africa. 

Under the 1936 Native Representation Act, the Native Representative 
Ceuncil was estahlished.- The Afrikivs were not satisfied with this Act and 
delegations were sent to Cape Tova to make this known to the then Government. The 
Native Representative Council operated for ten years in spite of this dissatis - 
faction with it. It was not until the 14th of August, 1946, that the Council 
passed the following wanimous resolution," This Council, having since its inception 
brought to the notice of the gover:iment the rsactionary character ef the Union 
Native Policy of Segregetion in all its ramifications, deprocates the govermment's 
post—war continvatien of a policy of Faseism which is the antithesis and negation 

of the letter end spirit of the Atlantic Charfer end United Nations Charter. The 

Council therefore in protest against this breach ef faith tewards the African 
people in perticular, and the cavse of Werld frecedem in gencral, calls upon the 

Government forthwith to abolish all discriminatery legislation affecting non- 

Buropeans in this country." Tt will be rememdered that the late Mr. J.H. Hofmeyer 

addressed the Council in his capecity ac Deputy Prime Minister of South Africa in 

November 1946 and told the memkers that their resolution was wafair and impracti - 

cable. The memhers®whon included the Zulu-Aoting Paramount Chief Mshiyeni ka 

Dinuzulu then described the Council as a TOY THELEPHONE. 

After a stalemate of five months, in May 1947 General Smuts, who was then 

Prime Minister ef South Africa selected five members of the Representative Ceuncil 

for an interview in Cape Town, while Parlisment was actually seating. These 

members were the late Ex-Regent of the 7Zu’ Matwana Mshiyeni ka Dinuzulu, 

Paramount Chief Victer Potw, the late Chief Maserumule, the late Professer Z.K. 

Mathews, the late Mr. R.V. Selepe Thema ard the late Mr. Paul Mosaka. The official 

statement after this meeting went this way:" The legislative, ‘executive and 

taxing powers which mey be netrusted ey law to the Native Representative Ceuncil 

will be exercised sukject to the euthority of Parliament and the Government whe 

will retain the final say.” 
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The Present Government was then elected in 1948 on this policy ef Separate 
Development. The 1936 Native Representation Act was then superceded by the Bantu 
Authorities Act ef 1951 and the Promotion of Self-Government Act of 1959. 

I am queting the above, as I have said, te show that we are essentially a 
leyal peeple end realise too well that we have to co-operate as subjects with whieh— 
goverrment is in power. We interd driag so even in the impIémentation of this s¥ifi- 
goverrnent under your pelicy ¢f separiie development. 

We realise however that eur Territorial Authority has e~mmenced with an 
inferier status than all the other Territorial Aulherities that alresdy exist even 
theugh we are more in number than seme of them. This has puzzled quite a numker of 
members of the Territorial Autherity. We are however grateful for the Hon. the 
Minister's assurance that cur Territorial Authority will also he given mare power 
and responeibility in exactly the same way as the activated Territorial Autherities 
of the ether six ethnic groups. We can only hope that it will be not We very leng, 
sir, before this prumise is fulfilled. 

The duty that fells on our shoulders now as a Territerial Authority is not to 
spare eurselves in working with your Departmeat and your government to implement this 
scheme and te de all te make i v 1is raises quite a numker of issues. The 
firste of these, which I censi ority is for the gevernment te give the Zulu 
nation more territery feor without territory our scheme will not meke sense. 
Accerding to a publicatien issued by the Deperiment ef Information published in 
1969, there are 3,340,000 Zulvs scattered all aver South Africa, That is almost as 
many people as there are Whites in South Africa who number 3,536,000! This, Sir, 
makes me shudder when I think of the respcnsibility you have teday placed on sur 

shoulders. 

Tt is in the interest >f South Africa that this policy must be made as 
soon as possible, so that it can te ed to be feasible within the shortest 
possible time. Apart from these msiderations hwanity is so much on the march to- 
day when the moon itself has be: y man's next stop of call, that we camot 

e expected to move tewards our srmination and self-realisatien at ox-wagon 

pace. What also makes it urgent is the pesition of cur people from farmlands. Not 

ene day passes without ceme ef our people from farmlanis approaching us (chiefs) 

for sites and arable lands, and yet we are already ferbidden by the «ificials of 

your department fron granting these pecple land as our aeas are already occupied 

te their full capacity. 

We further request the Hon, the Minister and his Department to assist us 

in devising a constitution which will include representations of Zulus, scattered 

throughout the metrepulitan areas of South Africa snd from these fzrmlands. This is 

urgent, Sir, because we cannet hope to meve as quickly as we would e to if we 

exclude such a substantial and sophisticated number of Zulus frem this Authority. 

Our present Acting Paremount Chief is deeply corcerned that this should be done as 

soun as possibie.The whole Zulu nation is ‘behind him in wishing this to happen so 

that we can develop as a united nation. 

We thapk the Hen. the Minister fer all the assistance and guidance he has 

ced us in his speech and thank Lim in particular for the cheque he has just 

presented to set vs going. We admire the work dene by your officials in improving 

agricultural methods in our arcas. Only a fev weeks ago some of us heard another 

encouraging speech frow your Deruty *ie Hon. Dr.P.G.J. Koornhof. He queted to us 

figures showirg us the number cf su= pecple who are today acquiring technical skills 

wnder your department of education. The T'on,the Minister summed up his speech by 

saying that we are now entering a new era, the era ef hemeland develepment. 

  We were also extremely heartened Wy a recent t by the M 

of the Bantu Investment Corporation, cf an industrial growthpeint™ to e loza— 

ted at Sitebe. We are also watchicg thc development of Richards Bay with quite a 

great feal of interest. I am remi: 1 here of a statement attributed te the Hen. the 

Minister fairly recently, tn the efi~ot that White South Africa should regard Black 

people as much more than just poteut.al lakourers. We have therefore every hepe that 

these new schemes and growth points will under your guidance, augur well fer the 

future of our country.If wnder these schemes our people are for the first time geing 

te share in the econumic boom ther. we tave every reason t 1 confident about the 

future of our land. Sume people are gring to say that the boom has been with us for 

quite a time already and that the non-Vhites have shared some of it. This is partly 
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ago. While this is so, the gap between what White workers eam and what Zulu 

worlcers earn bhas in spite of the Ycom not yet been bridged er narrowed. With 

.ce growih points you are creating, Sir, we have every hope that cur 

1 for the firet time get rotes Tor the jebs they perferm. 

We also applaud the creation of these growth points as & soluticn 

%o the migratory labcur problem. This problem has not only destroyed the fabric 

of our society, bubt it has destroyed the very moral fikre ef our people. The 

The spiritual development of our people, alse envisaged under your policy 

cennot take place so long as this is the position. 

We wish alse to plead with you, sir, to see to it that your officials 

exercise more tolerance in applying influx control regulations for as 1lcng as 

the Zulu State is not yet a fait a ccompli, and as long as mest of it is 

mderdeveloped as it is today. 

We also feel vhat this develcpment 

we have to plead with you, sir, 
to establish a free 

devéofyment and 

quite appreciate what yo 

ek ultural science 5 cien 

sgl'; - whetner you would not ¢ 

sum of Afrikasns or Englich from Std. 5 as was the case in the past. 

Tre ghandard of these languages is getting poorer and pocrer and as long as 

+nis is happening we are not going to get the personnel we require te take 

art in the rapid development you have planned fer us in cur homelands. This to 

e seems o we the key to our Wwhole development. 

We simire your Government's outward policy in relation to African States 

of Souilar Africa end the Nerth. We thinlr that Dr. Banda ¥necked the nail cn 

+he head vhen he said to the Hoa. the Prime Minister: " If we ave going to solve 

the yroviems of Blach and Write £... © . m., we have to start talking to 

eard other." This also applies to us here in the Republic of South Africa 

perween Waite and Black Scuth Africans ezcept that I would add to Dr. Banda's 

woris ' that provided we talk 0 each other candidly.' If we make a sincere 

~57empt to have a proper dialogie Petween your government and us, now that we 

had been recognised today es 1enders of wur people, then there is every reason 

<o hope fcr & peaceful solution of cur problems. We would like to say 

gmpha;;icallvy Sir, that it is our fervent preyer that this should happen 

;éacefullyy 

My colleagues and I realise that a heavy burden has Ween placed 

ypen eur shoulders as from today. We appeal to our people and to all White 

south Africens also to lend us a tecause as long as our future is 

jnaccure theirs is alse pot secure. 
evidence undor-fecding 

£ivst three years of life can severe. 
3 tard mental 

Therefcre malnubrition and et 

ignorance are ‘the ¥iggest enemies of all 

yhe Zulu P ling to White South Africa as a 

crder that we 
I say this because T think that onv develep 

went should be more than concern of the government . 
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Te the Zulu people I wish tc say that we cannot hope te touch even 
the fringe of eur prcblems, as leng as we do not wnite and tackle these problems 
as a vnited people. We know that cvr people are ndw too conditioned to work 
fer Waite people diligently and it seems to me that we must now learn to work 
just as diligeutly for ourselves and under the supervision ef our own people. 

These are all very great challenges and if we fail te measure up to them 
we will have condemed ourselves. We are all aware that some people are already 
saying That we are going to fail because "We do not have it in us." 

We do hope that it will not We long before our Territorial Authority 
is grented more power and befere we get full self-gevernment. It is often said 
that we are not yet ready for such a step. We challenge such assertions 
as we Black people eof South Africa have had three centuries of contact with your 
people. Today most African States are governing themselves, some go through 
chaes in the process and these are merely their growing pains. But there are 
seme that are governing themsslves efficiently. When I visited England in 1963, 
I met President Jemo Kenyatta and his Cabinet who were attending the final 

constitutional talks with the Representatives of the British Gevernment, and to 

my surprise I disco that quite a number of his Cabinet Ministers were men 

who were educated here in South Africa and they included his Minister of Defence, 

& gentleman who was with me at Fort Hare. Quite often we enjoy boasting alout 

the fact that we in South Africa have more African graduates than the rest of 

Africa, how can we therefore dare to think that sur ewn black people are not 

gecd enough to govern themselves. 

I feel certain therefore, Sir, that with your guidance and assistance, 

we will soon prove ourselves in this new role. 

We shall all rejoice if, when we eventually get our freedom that this 

shall be freedom in he truest sense of that werd. That is, freedom embodying 

a1l “he four freedoms which were so well set out by President Roosevelt of 

Americe in 1941 when he said: "The first is freedem of speech and expression, 

‘the second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way, the third, 

the freedom from want and the forrth is the freednm from fear." A South African 

Afrikener leader added a fifth one, which is freedom from prejudice. 

Thank you Sir. 

 


