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STATEMENT BY COVRADE OLI ER TAMBO AT THE FUNERAL OF

1 THE LATE COVRADE MOSES MBHEKI MABHI DAl MAPUTO, March 22

"'tL 1286.

We! habe gathered here today to bid farewell to a warrior. W have converged
fromall corners of the globe to pay honage to a revolutionary. W have
convened on this grieving piece of earth to salute a patriot.

We who have wal ked with giants know t hat MOSEs MBHEKI MABHI DA hel ongs

in that conpany too

We who have filed anong the rahks know that he was proud to count hinself a
foot solfier. A colossus because he was supremy human, MOSES MABHI DA has
departed from our m dst.

A seem ng void occupies his space, the air so still without his voice.

Li ke the pure note of a bugle, that voice rose fromthe depths of the-
Val l ey of a Thousand Hills, and multiplied.

It rose and grew and nultiplied, reverberating fromDurban's Curries
Fountain until it was heard in Dar-es-Sal aam and Havana, Mscow and Managua,
Londontand Dj akarta, Beijing and Ri o de Janeiro, Prague and Washi ngton.

e

And in Pretoria the centres and synbols of oppression and repression - the
Uni on Buil di ngs and the VOO trekker Mnument - heaved and trenbl ed as they
recei ved hls nessage: Death to Fascism Down with Racism Freedom for

ny Peopl et

It is rarely given to a peeple that they should produce a single person who
epitom ses their hopes and expresses their comon resdl ve aS MOSGS Mabhi da
did. ’

In sinple | anguage he could convey the aspirations of all out people in
their magnificent variety, explain the fears and prejudi ces of the unorgan-
i sed and sense the feelings of even the npbst hunbl e anong our peopl e.

MOSES MABHI DA coul d do all this because he was of the people, a broduct

of the stern university of mass struggle and.the |ife experience of the
expl oi ted and down-trodden workers and peasants of our country. It was

that education which inspired MOSES MABHI DA to join the ANC, the South
African Comuni st Party and the trade uni onxnovenent which ultimtely
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coal esced in the South African Congfesenof Trade Unions.

In the ANC, MOSES MABHI DA rose fromthe | owest |levels to becone a

nati dhal |eader, serVing as a nmenber Of the National Executive Conmittee,
a commander and comm ssar of the people’'s arny, Unkhonto W SizWe,

Secretary to the ReVblutionary Council, and one of the ChairperSons of
the Politico-Mlitary Council. He was an international representative and
an under ground organi ser.

m

| RBROCO t hrough the ranks of the Communist P arty to becone its Genera
Secretary, while for many Myears he was Vice-PreSident of the South 1
African Congress of Trade Unions.

Thi s comblnat 10n of functions sonetimes surprisedi nui puzzled our friends
who wondered why Conrade MABHI DA had to serve in so many seni or posltions
in different organisations. But, above,all, it enraged our enem es. This
conbi nati on of functions in one | eader of our peohle upset our adversaries
because 1t reflected the pernmanenence and acceptability anmong our people

" 9f the idea_and the practice of the unity,of.the revolutionary denocratic,
the socialist and the trade union novenments.in the South African struggle;
for net ionel |iberation.

It was part of Conrade foBH DA s greatness that, having quite e _arly oh
uhderstood the inportance of the unity of these great novenents, he
succeeded in ably serving each one of themindividually, and all,of them
together, as a collective front for national and social enmancipation

Thr ohghoht Mises Mgbhida’s lifetine; international reaction tried despera-
tely hard and consistently to separate the three novenents we have SPOEYng
of one fromthe other and to set them agai nst one another. In the contem
porary period, we have seen determned efforts to separate the tra&e uniohs
"fromthe broad denocratic novenent and to persuade-themto be nothing nore
than an agency-to bring material benefits to a working class Wich renmains
ensl aved.

But MOSES MABHI DA knew that the very dignity of |abour that thoSeo-iWo
toil should-not’only enjoy the fruit of their’sweat,’ buteshoul dido-so as
free nen’ andf wonehs eAccordingly, he fbught against all attenpts to turn-
the trade unions into appendages of the’ property80wni ng classes and ' ’
resisted all efforts to emasoul ate the working class as a | eading socia
force for political change in our country.
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| eewi se,i he was fiercely opposed to all manoeuvres whi ch sought to

be turned 1Into a base for the creatlon of a new political formation
separate ffom and opposed te the ANC and the Comuni st Party., MOSES
MABHI DA coul d take no other position because he had | earnt and absorbed
the I esson passed on to himand to us by the late Chief Al bert Lutuli

that the ANC and SACTU were to each other-a spear and a Shiel do

MOSES MABHI DA knew that the durability of the alliance between the ANC
the Conmmuni st Party and the trade union ngvenent lay in strengthening each
as an i ndependent fornmation and in securing theif o0o0-operation on an
entirely voluntary basis. He therefore always worked to ensure that these
formati ons’ respected one’ anot her and devel oped anong them a deep- seat ed
feeling of revolutionary unity and interdependence.

MOSES MABHI DA knew, it, as ciearly as he was continced of the certainty
of our victory, that the historic and urgent issue of the day in South
Africa is the question of the transfer of power to the people. He saw in
the ANC the uni que and authentic vanguard to nobilise and | ead our people
to viethry. None anbng us was nore censcious than he that the African

Nati onal Congress could .only carry out its historic mission if it main-
tained the character it had come to assunme - that of a parliament of all
the people of our ceuhtry, the representative of our future, the negation
of the divisions and conflicts that racial arrogance and capitalist greed
have i nposed on our peopl e.

That is why Conrade MABHI DA fought hard and long to ensure that nothing
should turn the ANC into a rabble of black chauvinists or a clique of
leftist denmagogues. He battl ed against all conspiracies designed to
weaken the ANC as a fi bhting organisation of. the people, a true nationa
noverrent loyal to the great principles which inspired its creation and
have guided it to this day.

What an experience it wee to listen t9 MADHEVU as he spoke in Zulu
drawi ng on our heroic past to fire the timd with enthusiasm encourage _
the brave and correct those who had erred’ The inmages he as viw dly
portrayed were of a Shaka and a Dingane - great giants, who, 1f they were
alive today, would be with us a commanders of the people’ 5 arny, Unkhonto
we Siwwe, and not arrogant local governnment fun tionaries of a regine
that despies everything Afirican.
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The deepxyell from whi ch MOSES MABHI DA drew strength and courage, the
undying tradition of our pe5ple s resistance to ool onlaligma nd racial
tyranny, enabled himto teach a whol e generatlon not to fear the tyrants,
however powerful they mlght Seem It gaVe himthe foresight to recognise

the eneny clearly, to concentrate hls fire on the adversary and never to
turn his weapon agai nst the people.

Yet, today, there are sone in our country who claimthat they drink.from
the same well but, their manhood having deserted them they are so petrified
of the eneny that they see its brutal armed strength as’ a supef-human
maehine in front Of ohich we nmhgt’ cowereand-cringe.

MOSES' MABHI DA wi Il not be with us on the gloriouslday of |iberation. He

will not be there when the vdice of the liberators proclains fromthe
hei ght of the spine of our land - the sacred mountains of Uundi - that _,
the cause for which so many perished has triunphed.

#

Yet there is an error in those statenments, because wherever MOSES MABHI DA
is.inthe end laid to rest, his grave Shall be |ike a place of pilgi nmagen
to all those who |ove freedom as he did,-a beacon to the future for al
those;whg value liberty nore than their own lives - as he did.

No: MOSESMBHEK1 MABHI DA wi Il he there when the trunpet sounds the: saitilfe
to freedom. He will be there, because the young lions who fed on his
courage and daring, the eff-spring of the lions_and |ionesses that our
fathers and nothers are, they who have dared to rebel as Banbatha rebell ed
80 years ago-these are his peers and the relay teamto whothe has handed
the torch that he carried for so | ong.

He will be there, hecaus e his sudden (7teath on March 8th, internationa
Worren’ s Day, outside the borders of the country for whose happi ness he has
sacrificed so nuch, was Mhize' s call on us to do what renmains to be done
And we shall do it - together, in unity. Together, we shall see victory.

I

Mozambi can men and MOZanbi ean wemnen, you | ooked after our conrade and
brother during the | ast days of _his 11fe.l Conrade Presloent Sanora Maehel
you have done nore than your duty - yeu hsVe exceeded our highest expecta-
tions in the way you have gone set of your way, taking your people,with
you, to tend and honour one who was to you a conrade of |ong-standing, a
fell ow comhatant, a | eader of the people of. South Africa, a |eader recog-
ni sed hy the progressive nmovenent throughout the world, an unti-inperialist.



