THE commemorations of the
tenth anniversary of the
Soweto uvprising last month
had a particular emotional
significance for the 1,500
people who live in the
Solomon Mahlangu Freedom
College in Tanzania. For the
college, which is also a
village, a refugee camp and a
farm, was set up by the
African National Congress in
the wake of the Soweto revolt

to cater for young people who -

had to leave South Africa.

“We presented shows
demonstrating how people
died in Soweto said Zoleka
Dilimeni, a 19-year-old
student at the college. “But
we were also celebrating our
achievements since 1976,”
added Wantu Zenzile, a
former president of the
Congress of South African
Stldents
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Ms Dilimeni left South
Africa in 1982, arriving in
Tamzania, after a first stop in
Lcsotlm as a nervous,
~ tadturn IS-year—old. For four

years she has had no direct
comtact with her family in
Souith  Africa but she has
developed: & new confidence.
“I will I'I!'hlrﬁ_to South Africa
when we have liberated the
comntry,” she sald.-

Mr Z¢nzileé faced massive
ohhclé! in continuing his
 studenit|. political ~activities
after 1976 but he did so,
despite belrg Jailed ten times,
unti] 1982., Iil that year, he

left his natlve Port Elizabeth:

after his [if¢ was threatened.
Whén  he met the ANC

riprésehtatlves dovér the
they offered him the .

border
choice of military training ori

edﬂcatioﬂ' S b e i'-i

He chose the latter am!l
now, fen years after h{s

s 0

studies were interrupted, he is
at last finishing school.

Equipped with the help of

European governments and
aid organisations, stafTed by
foreigm volunteers and
professionals as well as exiled
South Africans and assisted
by the'!Tanzanians, the
Solomon Mahlangu Freedom
College (SOMAFCO), aims
to train the leaders of a new
South Africa. Its very
exlstence is resented by the
government in Pretoria and
the college has been cited in
South African Broadcasting
Cor oratlon a§ a terronst
c ntr g

< Any mlllta Iralning done
b fhe ANC in Tanzania is

dom! elsewhere but every

® OUTDOOR classes at Dakawa
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possible precaution is taken
students,

to protect the

teachers and families at
SOMAFCO. The college and
camp are lecated at Mazimbu
in the centre of Tanzania's
own defence network, 150
miles west of the capital, Dar-
es-Salaam.

Civilian aircraft are barred
from entering the airspace
above that area. Surface-to-
alr missiles are at the ready
on the hills around Mazimbu.

Since the South African
raids on ANC centres in three
‘front-lines’ states last May,
nobody apart from approved
ANC and Tanzanian
government and security
personnel has been allowed
infto SOMAFCO.
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In thIs pohhcal hot- house,

contact

events - in . South, Africa

through constant monitoring

of radio broadcasts as well as
through the ANC network.

Each evening -at 9 pm when _

they have completed their two
hours' of private studies, the
students assemble for
‘Newstime’, when the
information picked up from
the radio is presented to them.

& ACADEMIC

The college itself is said to

be better equipped than any

Tanzanian school and to have

higher academic levels than
South African schools. When

IS maintained mth
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Wantu Zenzlle resumed
school in° Mazimbu after:

years of full-time" pellliea!
activity in South Africa he

started a class below the one
he had last attended at hame
in Cape Province. He hopes
to study eté)nemicé “~ “from
the perspective: of bolh Enst
and West".!' """

SOMAFCOG students have
been given scholarships to do
university co'rses in both
western and eastern Europe.
The ANC hopes that the
returned graduates will
eventually be tble to take ove
the running of the centre
without needing outside
assistance.

Among those from outside
who are currently working in

local

or freedom

BRIAN TRENCH reports from Tanzania where the ANC S Freedom College E
future leaders _of;S_outh Af_ri_fee-:-__fa SO

teaching

lhe centre is h Dublm sumal.
workef." “The Irish” agency,
APSO,
salary of South African-born

Marius Schoon; now an Irish
senior

is also - pnying the

who is' 'a.

citizen, . S,
member of the staff at

SOMAFCO ard of ANC.

Over 1,000 acres of lhe

land given to the ANC by the: -
Tan"raman‘—-gevernment is_-
being farmed, producing 'a.
surplus ofgrain forsale on the.
The' partly
Dutch-financed hospital
provides a service for the
population of the surrounding
area of Morogoro as well as.
for the
inhabitants. -
A second ANC centre in the .
same region, 60 kilometres

markef.

centre S own
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away at Dakawa, has been
serving - as an orientation
cenfre for the new arrivals
from South Africa. Now it is

being expanded with the
establishment of a trades
school, a farm, and some

small industries. It will cater
for a population up to 2,000.

Even at g coup le of
thousand miles frem their
homes and at several removes

“ from the crisis which has

gripped South Africa for over
a year, the young people in
SOMAFCO are certain
ebont their purpose.

“Our country will need the
skills we are acquiring. When
we go back to our country we
have to be very clear what

direction we are going,” said
Mr Zenzile.

@ DIVIDED

The students are certain,
too, that some recent events in
South Africa have been
widely misunderstood. ““The
confrontations. between the

- older ‘fathers’ and younger
“‘comrades’ {s not black versus
- black violence;. it - is bemg

promoted byf’tha state
insisted Want& Zenzile.
The generations are not
generally divided dn the lines
those clashes.. suggested
added Zuleka s Dilimeni.

' “Parents -t hiv'é been
victimised for the activities of

.their childrén They have seen
thelr children dié}*Now they

. are’ learning from thelr sons
and daughters.’’; -

Black. eople are affected
in their attitudes by apartheid
too, said Mr Zenzile. ‘““What

we have to - do is regenerate

normal attitudes. 1In
"Mazimbu we have

' the
monumental task of
transforming people from one
state of mind to another.”
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