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IS THIS lAW AND ORDER _?
The South African Police have created a monster that is Clearly get- ment for the behaviour of their created

out of hand. Supreme Court orders have become necessary to monster. other ways and means had totin . , .
resgtrain this iII-trained force of ‘specral constables. Many of these be found to stop the knskonstabels from
kitskonstabels, the government’s ’instant’ solution to unrest in the
townships have become more or less what ,
predicted a year and a half ago: law enforcement officers
obey the law themselves.

The kitskonstabels hit the streets and
townships in October 1986 after what
was then called three weeks training but
later turned out to be six weeks at'
Koeberg in the Cape. They were
recruited from all over and standard
school requirements for entering the
SAP were thrown overboard. After their
short training course they carried guns,
ammunition and sjamboks. They had
the same powers and authority that fully
trained police force members had.
Hardly a year later Adrian Vlok. Mini-

ster of Law and Order had to admit in
Parliament that "several" of the 4 000
kitskonstabels trained at Koeberg had
been charged with serious offences in-

cluding murder, rape, assault. robbery,
theft and housebreaking. The Minister
refused to supply detailed statistics "be-
cause the work involved in compiling
these statistics would be so voluminous
and time consuming, (that) it is not prac-
tically feasible to furnish this informa-
tion."
While this evasive answer is totally un-
acceptable to the majority of South
Africans, especially to those who suffer
under the atrocities of the
kitskonstables, it does at the same time
admit to the enormity of the problem.
As it became obvious that no real

responsibilty would be taken by the Min-
ister of Law and Order and his Depart—

t the media cautiousl ,
who do n84 decrded to take legal action. As in-

what they were doing. The residents
from different harassed communities

dividuals these residents experienced
great trouble by going through the
’normal channels“ as so often advised by

high ranking police when wanting to
make complaints. Affidavits filed in in-
terdict proceedings against
kitskonstabels in the last eight months
describe attempts to lay assault char-
ges, being met with further assaults,
threats of assault and refusals to accept
charges. Very often when charges were
accepted nothing came of it.
Combined action, whereby a number of
residents, or an organisation repre-
senting residents took legal action,
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A momentofreflection during the passing out
parade of the next batch of kiskonstabels
after only six weeks training. -

 



proved to be more effective and led to no
less than three Supreme Court applica-
tions in less than six months.
Bhongolethu, Oudshoorn
An application brought by the Bhon-

golethu Civic Association and six other
residents led to an undertaking by the

divisional commisssioner for the South
Western Cape in the Supreme Court in
July 1987 that he would instruct police
not to unlawfully arrest, assault or
threaten residents of Bhongolethu.
Despite this undertaking the Civiciound

it necessary to bring aiurther application
in January this year. They said in papers
beiore court that the police had

breached their original undertaking. The
Supreme Court made an orderrestrain-

ing all members of the SAP. in Bhon-
golethu from unlawfully shooting at and

killing any inhabitants.
Eluxolwenl, Hotmeyer
In Novemeber 1987 a judge issued an
interim order restraining 13

kitskonstabels from the Hoimeyer
township from arresting, detaining, as-

saulting, threatening or intimidating
eight Eluxolweni residents.
Thembalesizwe, Aberdeen

in January this year a judge of the
Supreme Court in Grahamstown made
an order of court an undertaking by 12‘
kitskonstabels and two SAP members‘;
that they would not unlawfully assault or‘;
act in any unlawful manner towards the"
r' sidents of Thembalesizwe.
he abovethree communities are by no

means the only communities struck by
the unlawful behaviour of the
kitskonstabels. They are also not the
only examples of legal action which has
been taken. Further cases came to court
in Beaufort West, Cape Town,
Grahamstown, Soshanguve and
Leandra in the Eastern Transvaal.
Qloser to home there are affidavits and
newspaper reports about court cases]
which deal with shootings, assault, theft}.
sexual abuse and rape by};
kitskonstabels in KTC, Khayelitsha,f
Nyanga and Gugulethu. ii

i All this points to a monsterthat has got-
ten so far out of hand that only a court
order can perhaps restrictthese special
law officers and their overseers in their
unacceptable approach to law and
order.

in 1986 newspaper editors asked
cautious questions about the brevity of
the kitskonstabels‘ training course and
the fact that police spokespersons
declined to answer questions about the
nature and the content of the course.
There were statements by high ranking
officers that these 'special constables’
would be used against the ’oomrades’.
This led to further speculation in the
press and in Parliament that this 'spe-
cial'force mightgive furthermomentum
to the cycle of violence instead of
upholding law and order and creating
peace.
The police reacted to this caution by ac-
cusing the press of sensationalism.

Police Commissioner, general Johann
Coetzee stated that the kitskonstabels
were intended to assist the police in
combating crime in general. He at-
tempted to allay public fear about the
constables by saying he would not
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tolerate irresponsible action by statf
under his control.
He said that the constables would

operate under supervision. "Media
reports implying that the constables
would, after basic training be sent into
the townships armed with guns and
siamboks to deal with certain
troublemakers is to say the least mis-
leading."
These words were spoken in Septem-
ber 1986, only weeks before the first
kitskonstabels were unleashed. Since
the nearly every possible nightmare
about kitskonstabels has become true.
There are literally hundreds of affidavits
in court records that testify to this and
this might only be the tip of the iceberg.

it is practically impossible for CRISIS
NEWS to give a complete report on the
contents of these affidavits but we have
read through a great number of them
and they all together spell out a horrific
pattern. One of unlawfulness, of police
operating way beyond the law, of
brutality and assault, one of indis-
criminate use of weapons, drunkeness
while on duty, personal grudges, and
sexual abuse.
Most worrying is the apparent impos-

siblity or ineffectiveness of laying char-
ges against kitskonstabels. Supreme
Court actions stay out of reach of the or-
dinary citizen and can only be instituted
when and where legal organisations
and funds are available.

 

Personal Grudges

A good example of how devlously these kitskonstabels were deployed ls the
case of Bangi Saalman and his brother Zolile who were stationed ln Bhon-
golethu, near Oudtshoorn, the township where they lived before.

In afounding affidavit filed last year to stop the kitskonstabels oi Bhongolethu from
their indiscriminate shooting and drunken assaults Elliot Maseti, a bishop in the
Bantu Zion Church, stated the following:

"It is clear to me that there is some sort of hierarchy amongst the kitskonstabels
and that the two main culprits would seem to be Bangi Saalman and Basie Madewu.
It would seem that Bangi who has a strong personality decided to team up with his
brother Zolile Saalman who was forced outof our township during 1985 due to the
community’s negative sentiments towards him. Bangi also has a history of having
been a Bantu Administration Official who used to vigorously execute and enforce
pass-laws. Ourcommunity has no good memory about the dompas-system. Zolile’s
house was burned down during 1985 and it would now seem as it he, Bangi and

, Basie have returned to our township with a vengeance. They are particularly full of
themselves because they hold themselves out to have the full protection of the Law
whilst settling their vendetta. I say that these persons' acts surmount to a gross and
intolerable misuse of power. The impression is howevercreated forthe whole of the
community to see that these persons’ power is institutionalised and entrenched and
that there is no way one can act against them." .

Referring to all the Bhongolethu kitskonstabels the Bishop said: "I say these un-
couth and rude people who bear no resemblance to any civility, who regard them-
selves above the Law, are in our township to perpetrate a reign of unchallengeable
terror and unbearable oppression. What is particularly annoying is the gross viola-
tion caused to the inhabitants’ privacy and that it would seem to be in many cases
the destitute, the drunk and the people without any protection who suffer most from
their actions."

In nearly all the affidavits the names of the above mentioned kitskonstabels are
mentioned in connection with the unlawful use of rifles, assault, drunkenness and

- intimidation. Just more than seven months later, after Supreme court action led to
an undertaking that the SAP and the kitskonstabels will no longer misuse their
powers, Basie Saalman died a violent death in Oudtshoorn. it was said that his death
was unrelated to the township incidents but at that time kitskonstabels were again,
despite the court undertakings, involved in the shooting of three residents and
several assaults. - V

 

Drunk while on duty
In every set of affldavlts filed to curb
unlawful action by the kltskonstabels
we found Incidents of drunkenness
while on duty. As random examples
we quote from three affidavits refer-
lng to the Hofmeyer township.

Rev Joe Mahasela, Methodlst MlnI-V
ster otthe Cradock and Hotmeyer cir-
cult went to Eluxolwenl to give
communion to a very old lady who
was seriously ill.
"In the middle of my prayer, a

kltskonstabel who Is unknown to me,
came Into the house and into the
room, lnteruptlng my prayer and the

communion. He claimed to be
maklng a routlne check-u on the car
we were uslng and aske us to Iden-
tlf ourselves. We did so.
" e was very drunk at the time, al-
though he was dressed in his full
uniform and was fully armed. Al-
though we gave him the lnformatlon
he wanted he just remained in the
room and i continued with my com-
munion. At the end thereof the said
kltskonstabel was literally on the
verge of collapslng, because of his
drunkenness.‘
An‘nie Vuwanl (42) from Hofmeyer
pomted out a kltskonstabel the resl-



 

Trying to lay

a charge

In the attldavlts tiled In the lnterdlct
cases many people complained
about how difficult, often impossible,
it was to lay a charge agalnst the
kltskonstabels. We publlsh examples
from an affidavit In the Hotmeyer
case.
Ndenzile Mantlalrom Hofmeyer ran into
the same problem as several of his tel-
low residents. After being severely
beaten up during his arrest he ended up
in court on a minor charge of drunken-
ness. He found that the local warrant of-
ticer Mike Pretorious acted as
prosecutorin court. lnthe absence otthe
magistrate Pretorious threatened
Mantla that he would change the charge
to assault on a policeman it Mantla per-
sisted in pleading not guilty. Later that

3 day when Mantla went to lay a charge of
assault against the kitskonstabel the of-
ficer on duty was Mike Pretorious who
told him bluntly: ”Voetsek, go home!"

About this prosecutor/policeman
role Abner Sani said: "We cannot under-
stand how warrant officer Pretorious,
who is in overall charge of the
kitskonstabels and must receive com—
plaints in connection with them, at the
same time acts as prosecutor and thus
as representative of the attorney general
in our area who decides whether they
must charge or not. How can we be sure
of such a person’s neutrality?"

In Annie Vuwani’s case her charge
of assault against a kitskonstabel, was
accepted at the Hofmeyer charge office.
It was promised that the case would
come up within three months. When
nothing happened Vuwani went to in-
quire. She was told the curious story that
the attorney general had declined to
prosecute‘because both she and the
kitskonstabel were innocent.

Mondile Dunafrom Hotmeyer: "After
a long wait constable Mario came and
told us the warrant officer has said we in
the location are against the
kitskonstabels and he won’t allow us to
lay a charge. (He) said we were
troublemakers and that we must go
home. He refused to listento our request
to lay a charge."

dents know as Boetletjle, to her
lawyers present. He, "...was dressed
in a mixture of his uniform and
civilian clothes, walking down the
street. He was clearly so drunk that
he could not walk in a straight line
and he was weavln? down the road.
As usual he was tul y armed with his
long gun and a whole belt full ad bul-
lets slung around his shoulders. He
was walkln throu h the township
past the ot er kits onstabels who
were in full uniform and were clearly
on duty. He even spent some time
talking to them. Now if it was one of
the residents of the communlty, we
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Simile Jaxa (Hofmeyer): "At the
police station warrant officer Pretorious,
who had been the proseccutor at my trial
that day, threatened he would beat me
up and lock me up. Faced with this threat
I left the charge office and did not take
the matter of laying criminal charges fur-
then"

would have been arrested im-
mediately, put In all (usually for the
whole week-end found uilty on
Monday morning and fined 30 - R60.
Needless to say that this is a very
heavy penalty to pa for people like
us, where some aft 9 mentolk earn
no more than R20 per week. What Is
even more annoying Is that double
standards are being used,wherethey
can walk around drunk and absolute-
lnnothing is donetothem, even when
t ey are on duty."

Zenzile Lethwantsi (19) also from
Hofmeyer saw how five

Girls (1) claim they were beaten after
refusing to have sex with the constables.
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Mbhithi Fuba, also from Hotmeyer:
"From warrant officer Labuschagne’s
conduct it was made clear to me that I
would not be able to lay a charge... and
on my way out Andile October (the
kitskonstabel who according to Fuba as-
saulted him) threatened to deal with me
in the future." -

 

kltskonstabels beat up his brother
and a friend. The two were drinklng In
the shebeen when they were ordered
out by the kitskonstabels. They were
then beaten up, arrested, charged
and fined but, said Lethwantsi:
"The kitskonstabels themselves had
been drinking. Zola Winter In fact in
my presence, removed a bottle of Old
Bo out of the front of his pants, from
which they all drank. This is while
they were waitin for the police van
to fetch Peter an Nane."
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WHO KILLED
THEM ?
Recent attempts of magistrates to try to turn the
inquests into the deaths of East Cape community
leader Matthew Goniwe and Durban civil rights
lawyer Victoria Mxenge into informal hearings; and
the recent murder of Sicelo Dlomo shortly after he
was picked up by the police and questioned for four
hours, brought the focus back onto at least 20
political activists who were murdered or vanished
during the past 10 years and the curious inefficiency
of the state's "law and order" machinery to find the
perpetrators.

- Church worker murdered

On Sunday evening (January 24)
Sicelo Dlomo an eighteen year old
church workerwaiked home after having
had a meal with friends in Soweto. He
nevergotthere.Thefollowing daySicelo
Godfrey Dlomo, Detainees’ Parents
Support Committee worker had become
one more name on a long list of political
activists who have been murdered or
have vanished under mysterious cir-
cumstances. He was found in a field
nearby his home with a bulletthrough his
head.

This dedicated'and popular youth
leader has been detained several times,
which seriously disrupted his school
career at Pace College, Soweto.

Only a few days before his death he
was detained during a raid by the police
on the DPSC offices in Khotso House in
Johannesburg. He was taken in for
questioning and later released. A few
days later he was dead.

The Tuesday following his death the
police issued a statement in which they
claimed that they were in possession of
a sworn affidavit by Dlomo, claiming that
he was instructed by an overseas TV
director as to what to say on film about
his previous detentions and the torture
which he had undergone.

The film referred to was the CBS
documentary "Children of Apartheid".
The participation of PW Botha’s own
daughter in this documentary has
caused the State considerable embar-
rassment.

Since this statement by the police
the CBS have "categorically denied"that
it had "coached" any of the interviewees,
including Dlomo on what to say in broad-
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casts. From DPSC has come the word
that Dlomo, after his very last detention
and questioning, told fellow workers and
his lawyers that he denied police sug—
gestions that anyone had dictated the
content of what he said in the film.

Further conflicting information, as
reported in the Afrikaans press (see
’Verdraai in die Afrikaanse Pers’ in this
issue) and theiact that Adrian Vlok after-
wards found it necessary to devote a
substantial part of his political address at
Standerton to Dlomo as a poor 'misused
boy’ to ’spread lies about South Africa’,
the ’|oad of rubbish and untruths blurted
out to the worid’ by DPSC and the fact
’that there is not a single youth in South
Africa who is being held for political
reasons' makes Dlomo's death more
than just a thorny issue. All these state-
ments by state ministers, high ranking
police officers and the smearing of
Dlomo’s character in the conservative
press certainly points towards the direc-
tion from where his killers might have
come.

On his reiease after one of his bouts
in detention under emergency regula-
tions Sicelo Dlomo said the following: "I
am not going to retreat. i am going to go
for it, to fight for my people and fight for
my rights: for a democratic South Africa.
I may die to achieve this idea. I am not
going to stop or retreat."

Dlomo certainly kept to his promise.
At a press conference following his
death, several speakers expressed the
tear that Dlomo’s death was part of a
chiiling pattern of unexplained murders.
Rev Frank Chikane, general secretary of
the SACC of which the DPSC is a
division, said the "...seriousness of the
war in South Africa had been further un-

derlined by the murderot Sicelo Dlomo."

Death Squads

Dlomo was not the first political activist
to die under mysterious circumstances.
More than two dozen cases of political
murder and abduction came to mind -
most of them remain unsolved.

The potential victims of the Apar-
theid death squads as they are called by
New Nation. include unionists, civil
rights activists, church workers and pos-
sibly any member of anti-apartheid or-
ganisations.

Since1978there have been 13 inci-
dents involving the execution of no less
than 20 activists. Five of these occurred
in 1987 - the highest number so far for
any year. Not one of these murders has
been soived. This list is by no means
complete but it certainly reflects a grow-
ing trend.

"I am going to fight'tor
my people, my rights
and for a democratic
SA. 1 may have to die to
achieve this.

- prophetic words by Sicelo
Dlomo

1978

Dr Richard Turner, a banned lecturer in
political science at Natal University, was
shot dead in the early hours at his home
in Durban when he answered a knock at
his door. This happened a few weeks
before his banning order expired. His as-
sailants have never been found. His
mother, who is still searching for her
son’s killers has attempted to interview
Col. Mike Hoare, the leader of the abor-
tive Seychelles coup for information she
believed could assist her.

The same night that Dr Turner was as-
sassinated, an attempt was made on the
life of Durban sociologist Professor
Fatima Meer. Also her assailants were
neverfound.

1981

Durban civil rights lawyer, former politi-
cal prisoner and ANC member Griffiths
Mxenge was found brutally murdered in
November near the Umlazi sports
stadium with more than 40 stab wounds.
The inquest magistrate found that he
was killed by "certain unknown per-
sons”. His wife Victoria who took over his
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practice after his death was convinced
that there was a link between the death
of her husband and the murder of Rick
Turner.

1982

Slphtwe Mtlmkulu Congress of South
African Students (COSAS) national
chairperson went missing and was
neverfound. He was admitted to Groote
Schuur Hospital in Cape Town after
being released from detention in 1981.
He was diagnosed as having thallium
poisoning. Thallium is an extremely rare
poison, illegal in most of the world. it at-
tacks the nervous system. Mtimkulu
then instituted an action suing the Mini-
ster of Police for damages. He returned
to Port Elizabeth to recuperate. During a
visit to Livingstone Hospital for a check-
up Mtimkulu, in a wheelchair, and his
friend Toksie Madaka who accom-
panied him went missing. No trace of
either was ever found.

1985

Slpho Hashe, Champlon Golele,
anawull Godolozi three executive
members of the Port Elizabeth Black
Civic Organisation received an urgent
message to go to the airport. Mr Hashe
who was halfway through his supper, got
up and left his meal. All three then dis-
appeared. Their families have made
several applications to the police for the
return of the three men. In one of the at»
plications an airport porter said he
recognised the three arriving at the air-
port. A group of men met them, he said
and took them away in another vehicle.
Mrs Hashe and Mrs Godolozi have con—
tinued to experience police harassment
and Mrs Hashe was recently evicted
from her Port Elizabeth home for rent ar—
rears.

Four prominent Eastern Cape activists
in this same year were killed under
mysterious circumstances. They were
Matthew Goniwe, Cradock teacher,
founder of the Cradock Residents Or-
ganisation and rural regional organiser
of the UDF; Sparrow Mkhonto, chair-
person of Cradora and UDF member;
Fort Calata, member of the UDF
regional exec andSlceIo Mhlawull,
teacher from Oudtshoorn and member
of the UDF. Goniwe and Calata’s bodies
were found in Blue Water Bay, Port
Elizabeth a few days after the charred
bodies of Mkhonto and Mhlawuli were
found next to the gutted carthe four had
used after a UDF meeting in Port
Elizabeth on 27 June 1985. Over the
telephone, just before they left the meet—
ing Goniwe had promised his wife that
the only person they would stop for
would be a uniformed policeman. The in-
quest into the deaths of the four was
postponed untilJanuary 26, 1988. There
were definite attempts from the
magistrate in this case to keep the in-
quest to .an informal hearing which
meant that no witnesses would be called
and cross-examined. In an informal in—
quiry the magistrate simply reads the at-
fidavits presented to him and reaches a
decision based on the papers alone.

Statements by family and other people
saw to it that the inquest was postponed
to 26 April. This will now be a formal
public inquest. Nyameka Goniwe, the
widow of Matthew Goniwe recently said
that she did not believe anyone would be
charged with the deaths of the four men.
“Nobody expects any progress," she
said, "on June 28 it will be two years
since Matthew and the others went miss-
ing. It hurts to know that this is going to
be the pattern."

“We have become
used to people being
murdered by faceless
cowards who seemingly
escape the law."
- Sowetan editorial,July1987.

Victoria Mxenge, wife of Griffiths
Mxenge was hacked to death four years
after her husband was murdered. This
happened in full view of herchildren and
the Reverend Xundu of the UDF who
had given her a lift home. Her killers
have never been found. In her case
there was again an attempt to keep the
inquest into her death an informal one.
The family and lawyers challenged this
decision and the case was postponed to
February 22 to allow further affidavits to
be filed. On that date the magistrate will
decide whetherto hold an informal hear-
ingorto agreeto atormal publicinquest.

1986

On June 10 this year George De’Ath,
cameraman ITN, was fatally assaulted
while filming the second day of fighting
between the witdoek vigilantes and resi-
dents of KTC. On that second day police
mysteriously letthrough media people at
the roadblocks with verbal warnings that
they were doing this at their own risk.
Relief-workers and community workers
though were turned away. His assistant,
Andile Fasi, said later that the vigilantes
were backed by the police who wasted
time filming the bleeding De’Ath
slumped against a wall, before he was
taken for medical care. The inquest on
August 7 1987 found De’Ath died after
he "was extensively assaulted by per-
sons unknown to the state". The matter
was referred to the Attorney-General
after his family argued that his death
could have been cansed by omissions
on the part of the police. The magistrate
found that De’Ath's death was due to an
act or omission which amounted to an
offence. His killers have never been
found and there are still allegations that
the film that the camera-man had taken
seconds before the assault was
tampered with by the police.

Also in 1986 Dr Fabian Rlbelro and his
wife Florence were gunned down at
their home in Mamelodi on December 1.
Their son Chris Ribeiro said the two gun-
men appeared to have "dark, black
faces" but as he tried to pull one of the

gunmen out of their getaway car he saw
tromthedrivers handthathewasawhite
man. He thought the driver had worn
something over his face to make himself
look black. Noel James Robey a former
Selous Scout was the first person known
to have been brought to court in connec—
tion with any of several alleged assas-
sinations of black leaders in recent
years. He was acquitted. Legal ob-
servers predicted that the mystery of the
Ribeiro slayings would probably never
be solved.

1987

This year saw five different incidents of
assassinations.

Nkoslnathl Solomon Shabangu, a 19
year old standard 9 pupil of Dlamini,
Soweto, a member of the Senoane
Secondary School SEC and a member
of 80800 was gunned down in front of
histeachers and fellow students on June
5 by three unidentified men. One had a
balaclava on. An eye‘witness said: 'As -
he was lying on the ground and foaming
at the mouth, another shot ran out. One
of the men tired another shot in his ear
apparently to make sure he was dead."
Police claimed they knew who one of the
suspects was and expected to make an
arrest soon. No arrests have been made

Yvonne "Suster" Ntsele a standard 7
pupil of the same school was shot dead
outside her home on May 10 by un-
known assailants.

Amos Tshabaiala a CCAWUSA or-
ganiser (Cosatu), member of Tsakane
Civic Association and Tsakane Parents
Crisis Committee was stabbed and
killed on October 17. A family member
said: "There were stab wounds all over
his body. This made it difficult to recog-
nise him. Up till today his killers remain
unknown.

Petrus Mnisi was attacked on Novem-
ber 15 and died of stab wounds the fol-
lowing day. This was the second time he
was attacked by unknown assailants.
Mnisi who lived in Sebokeng was the
regional educator of the Unemployed
Workers Co-ordinating Committee-
Vaal. He was also an executive member
of the Vaal Youth Congress. The UWCC
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Nobody expects any
progress. On June 28 it
will be two years since
Matthew and the others
went missing. It hurts to '
know thatthis is going to
be the pattern."

- Nyameka Gonlwe on the
piospects ot the inquest lnto

her husband and three
others‘death.
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WHO
KILLED
THEM ?
from page 5

said that they certainly believed the at-
tack was politically motivated.

Zakhe Mabanga (26) died in hospital
where he was being kept under police
guard. Five days before he was shot at
the home of a relative in Waterval. This
was on May 27. He was a member of the
Waterval Youth Congress. Family mem-
bers claimed Mabanga was shot by
Mbokodo vigilantes in the presence of
securityforces. KwaNdebele police con-
firmed the shooting but denied that they
were present. His killers have not yet
been brought to book.

Erlc Moxollle Mntonga (35) was found
dead in his car on Friday July 24. At that
stage he had been detained four times
since 1981. Mntonga, the lDASA Border
region directorwasfound dead the same
week the IDASA leadership returned
from a meeting with the ANC in Dakar.
His hands and feet were tied. The post
mortem revealed that despite a knife
wound in the heart, Mntonga had died
from acerebral haemorrhage as a result
of a severe blow. His father Norman
Mntonga said he was not hopeful that
anyone would be brought to justice for
his son's death. "it has happened
several times before that people have
been killed like this and no one has ever
been arrested". Mr Max Mamase of the
Port Elizabeth office of lDASA said the
organisation was distressed at the ap-
parent lack of investigation into the
death of Mr Mntonga, or in attempts to
find and bring his killers to justice.

Warning

The above list is by no means complete.
It mentions merely the names in more
well known cases. It does reflect
however what appears to be a growing
trend with frightening implications.

The recent murder of activist Sicelo
Dlomo has once again raised the impor-
tance of afull-scale inquiry into the politi-
cal killings and other clandestine
activities of secret death squads.

Unless the killers are brought to
book, speculation as to who was respon-
sible for these senseless slayings and
also the bombings of Cosatu, UDF and
other progressive organisations head-
quarters, will abound.

At this stage most people affected
already believe that the assassinations,
abductions and bombings take place to
-renderorganisations leaderless. to deter
others from taking their place and to
make it impossible for progressive or-
ganisations to function from known
premises. This certainly is not law and
order and as a church organisation
whose premises have been bombed
and whose work gets disrupted by
regular bomb threats, the WPCC would
echo Frank Chikane and the SACC’s
call for urgent investigations.
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Romans 13

   This edition of Crisis News
focuses on the widespread
abuse of law and order in South
Africa by those appointed to
maintain it. lttells otthe atrocities
of the kitskonstabels committed
against people in the townships.
it draws attention to the fact that
the police have curiouslyfailed to
find the murderers of more than
20 political activists over the past
ten years. It questions the way
they daily execute their exten-
sive powers.

Through many court
cases we hear of people who say
they were unlawfully beaten or
tortured. ironically the state of
emergency that was proclaimed
by the government to restore and
uphold law and order, in many
ways made a number of actions
by the police that would be
regarded as unlawful before,
lawful. in this way emergency
regulatuions gave the police
more scope to abuse the con-
cept of law and order.

What is the response of
Christians in South Africa to this
violation of justice?

The kitskonstabels, like
other members of the police
force, are appointed to keep the
peace and protect the people. lll-
trained and under—qualified as
they are, they were brought into
the townships to restore order.

Their daily atrocities went way
beyond so-called unrest situa-
tions when their unprofessional
behaviour was applied to ordi-
nary criminal cases. Progressive
legal organisations outside the
system. and certainly not the
State’s own legal watchdogs,
took the trouble to assist the vic-
tims of unlawful kitskonstabel ac-
tions by bringing the cases to

 

Theological Reflection

and the kitskonstabels

  

      
court. Several restraining orders
were handed down. Not—
withstanding the orders handed
down by the courts against cer-
tain kitskonstabels we are in-
formed that most of these
kitskonstabels have not been
suspended from their duties.

These kitskonstabels‘
authority is directly related to
their ability to fulfil their respon-
sibility as a peace-keeping force.
Clearly they have failed to per—
form this duty and therefore for-
feit any authority with which they
have been invested.

      

       
      
          
   

     
    
      

 

    

 

Romans 13, the state‘s
favourite bible passage to ligitise
their authority and the people's
submission to it highlights
several points. It emphasises
that the only legitimate use of
force is to reinforce rightand conv
tro/ wrong. Underlying this is an
understanding that the state it-

self exists to serve God and the
good of the people... in other
words God's servants working
torthe GOOD of the people.

Forhe is God's servantto
do you good.

  

     
        
  
       

 

   
    
  Roman 13:4

As soon as it departs from
this purpose it loses its right to
govern, and similarly the
kitskonstabels and any officer of
the law who abuses justice, have
relinquished their right to act.

Howeverthey continueto
operate, armed and undis-
ciplined, with only the courts to
check their abuse of power. A'\
chilling thought then, if
magistrates hesitate about for-
mal or informal inquests into the
deaths of political activists, as
has happened recently.

It the church is sincerely
concerned about the escalation
of conflict in thiscountry, it is es-
sential for it‘ to respond to this
state of affairs.

    

    
  
    
    
  
    
      

   
        

     
    
    
    
     
   

     
  

Noordhoek Clarification

The article in the last issue of Crisis News
described the plight of the Noordhoek squat-
ters who felt isolated from any help during
their removal. Our description specifically
mentioned the absence of any members of
Black Sash and Surplus People's Project at
the time of our reporter's visit. In doing so we
seem to have offended these organisations.
We would like to clarify the situation. Our
reporter described whatwas happening in the
camp at that time and was trying to present
as powerfully as possible the desperate isola-
tion of the people No slight was intended to

these organisations. We know that the Black
Sash and the SPP were prevented from
entering the camp by the roadblocks and the
massive police presence. We know they were
active in monitoring the removal on the day
and had been working closely with the people
before. We have the highest regard for their
work and would not like to be the source of
any discreditable impression. We therefore
apologize for any negative impression which
may have been perceived but which was not
intended.

‘
)



DUBIOUS LAW AND
ORDER
Police kill Methodist minister

in New Crossroads

People loved his gentleness and
kindness and nicknamed the Rev
Cameron Dalimthetho Kani
Archbishop. But in the early hours
of Wednesday, February 4 1988,
the New Crossroads minister was
shot dead by police during an in-
cident of mistaken identity.
According to members of the

Kani family and neighbours, a
senior police officer was heard to
say "You have shot the wrong

'n!' Apparently the police were
-..asing another manthroughthe
Kani property after a policeman
was wounded earlier. The
Reformed Evangelistic Methodist
minister was mending his car in
the entrance to his garage at the
time and was shot in a hail of
police bullets. The bonnet of the
car was open, the garage light
was on and the minister was
working under a light extension.
The large car practically blocked
the entrance to the garage.
The police claim a man ran into

the garage and there was an ex—
change of fire resulting in Kani's
death and the wounding of a
police lieutenant E. Bester. Mem-
bers of the Kani family and neigh-
bours deny that the shootings
occurred at the same time. The

policeman was not shot on the
Kani property, say the neigh-
bours. The Rev Kani’s 15-year
oid son Lawrence Dumsani Kani
was at the window at the back of
the garage at the time of the inci-
dent. He said he saw the police
shoot his father at close range.
The nextday, neighbours pointed
out bullet holes on the inside wall
of the garage and a number of
9mm cartridge shells.
According to the family the Rev

Kani did not own a gun.
While he lay dying in a pool of

blood and car grease the police
searched his home and turned
away the first two ambulances
that arrived on the scene. This
was told by neighbours who
returned from night shift. By the
time the third ambulance arrived
the minister was dead.
Dominican sisters at the nearby

St Mary's convent on the other
side of Kani‘s wall in Nyanga East
said the minister was well loved
in the community and was often
seen working on his cars late into
the night. His tinkering was a well
known activity in the community.
Recently Rev Kani had come to
the convent to borrow a cloak
from a priest tor a church service.

 

Farriily and neighbours gather in the Kaniyard to discuss the
previous night's shooting of the man they fondly call the
~Archbishop”. The carand the garage doorare 52/] in the same
position as the moment Rev. Kani got killed, caught in the
crossfire according to the police

 
The bohhet o! the car that Rev. Kani was working on. This is
the day after he was shot. It mysteriously shows no bullet

. markings. If there was an exchange of fire from the garage,
as is being alleged certainly some of the bullets wou/dhave
M the car. There is also vely little room fora man in full flight
from the police to have enteredand left the garage during the
shooting incident.

 

me inside of the Kani garage. The markings on the floor were
made by the police and shows where Rev. Kani died. On in-
vestigation we found bullet holes in the right hand wall. The
light in the background comes through the window through
which Kani's 15 year old son said he saw the police shoot his
father at close range.
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IS THIS lAW AND ORDER ?
from page 3

 

‘4‘.)
I

haviour/aterbe with the same lethal weaponsShowing off their guns.As undisciplined as , .
In the townships.they look here in training, so would their be-

Seksuele afdreiging
DIe kItskonstabels In Aberdeen 39 woonbuurt Is ’n skokkende voorbeeld van

hoe hlerdle "geregsdlenaars" seksuele atdreIgIng gebrqu.

In beédigde verklarings ten einde ‘n hoibevel teen die plaainke kitskonstabels te
kry het piaaslike vroue hulle onder andere sterk uitgespreek teen hierdie vorm van
seksuele geweid.

Evelyn Jack. 'n 37-jarige moeder van vyi het die voIgende gesé: Dit is in die al—
gemeen bekend dat die kitskonstabels vrouens forseer om saam met hulle te slaap
en dan bied huIIe die vroue geld aan om stil te bly. As die vrou weier saI sy weet dat
sy beslis nie veilig in die woongebied is nie. Omdat vrouens bang is, is dit van-
seIIsprekend dat hulle onder die huidige omstandighede nie enigsins bereid is om
hierdie voorvalie te rapporteer nie. Mev Jack verwys hier na die praktiese on-
moontIikheid om klagtes teen kitskonstabels in Aberdeen te Ié. Haar sienswyse word
bevestig in ’n verklaring van Elizabeth Jantjies, ’n 24-jarige onderwyseres. Sy 55:

"ER dra ook kennis van verskeie vrouens in ons gemeenskap wat seksueei
aangerand is deur kitskonstabels. Ons vrouens is baie bang om sake te maak van
verkragting en van hierdie vrouens het my kom spreek oor hulle vrees om sque sake
openbaarte maak. HuIIe sé dat hulle liewer sai stiIny, want hulle wil nie die persoon-
like gevolge dra as hulle name bekend gemaak word nie. Seksuele mishandeiing
van vroue is ’n saak wat, veraI in ons landeiike gemeenskap oor geswyg word."

In ander verkIarings meld jong vroue van hierdie gemeenskap hoe huIIe deur
spesifieke kitskonstabels seksueel bedreig is. Nonsisi Matyaiana (22) vertel hoe
kitskonstabel James Dunjana haar seksueel gedreig het; haar op ’n stadium gegryp
het maar moes los omdat daar ander mense aangekom het. Op 11 Desember 1987
he! vyf kitskonstabels haar tannie se huis binnegedring, waarop Dunjana duidelik te
kenne gegee het dat dit die nag was waarop hy haar sou kry. Sy het so bang geword
dat sy die kamer onder vaIse voorwendseI verIaat hat, by die agterdeur uitgesluip
en gevlug het. By ’n Iatere geleentheid het Dunjana haar aan die arm gegryp en haar
geklap toe sy weier om met hom omgang te hé.

Kitskonstabel Simon Mahane het sy amp gebruik om Thandiwe Jantjies onder
vaIse voorwendsels na die polisiestasie te neem. Op pad het Mahane seksuele
voorsteIIe aan haar gemaak. _

Toe Rachel Sas by ’n ander geieentheid by dieseltde Simon Mahane ’n klag
probeer Ié kort nadat sy deur 'n onbekende man verkrag is, het Mahane dit aan haar
gesteI dat sy Iiewer van die klag moet vergeet en met hém omgang hé. Toe sy weier
het hy gedreig dat hy haar vir dronkenskap saI opsIuit wat hy dan ook gedoen het.
Sas hat by die polisiestasie 'n saak van verkragting probeer Ié maar is opgesiuit
sender dat 'n dokter haar kon ondersoek of dat die klag opgeteken is. Toe sy die
Maandag in die hof verskyn is die saak teen haar laat vaar. Haar saak van verkragt-
ing is egter nooit ondersoek nie.

CRISIS NEWS SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you want to receive Crisis News
on e reguIar basis or want to heIp
dIstrIbute the newsletter In your
communIty, write to us and
mentIon the number of copies you
want.
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The latest

Kitskonstabel

killings

Through the more than a hundred af-
fidavits studied by CrIsIs News ran
the ominouspattern ofIndIscrImInate
use of tire weapons and random kill-
Ings. One of the most chilling Is the
recent spree that the Bhongolethu
kitskonstabeis with the help of ordl-
nary police went on.

Mzukisi Skosana Southern Cape Coun-
cil of Churches’ Iieldworker states in an
affidavit that on January 16, 1988 three
people were killed and ten injured as a
result of a shooting spree by
kitskonstabels. In his affidavit he gives
an eyewitness account of the shootings.

This fieldworker rushed off to phone
lawyers after he was told that Soyisile
Douse had been killed in the veld by
kitskonstabels. On his way back in a car,
he stopped at the place where a group
of schoolteachers were arguing with
some policemen. A kitskonstabel
present pointed to a passenger in
Skosana’s car, Mzukisi Mooi who was
wearing a T-shirt with a picture of Govan
Mbeki on it. Another teacher in the
group was also wearing one.

Mooi was told by a white policeman,
known as Frazer to take this T-shirt off.
When he refused another police officer
was called over.

The T-shirt argument came to a sud-
den halt when a kitskonstabei started
assaulting a member in the group. One
of the teachers, Moses Mvimbi, inter-
vened and he then was severely as-
saulted with sjamboks and rifle butts by
Frazer and the kitskonstabels. Mvimbi
backed off.

In another affidavit Mzukisi Mooi
states that when Moses Mvimbi was
about 10 yards away from the
policemen, one of the kitskonstabels
fired at Mvimbi.

'The first shot hit him on the right-
hand side of the jaw. He Iooked amazed
at what was happening. Blood started
flowing from his mouth. The next shot hit
him in his right shoulder or in that region
of his body and he fell down. When on
the ground anothershot wasfired at him.
My eyes were glued to Moses. Some
more shots followed.

'I came to my senses when Frazer
spoke to me. He asked me whether I
was still reluctant to take off my T-shirt.
He asked whether I wanted the same to
happen to me. I took off the T-shirt and
gave it to Frazer and I ran to my father's .
car."

Two people were killed in the shoot-
ing incident and ten were injured. Moses
Mvimbi ended up in hospital on the criti-
cal list. Mooi stated that as a result ofthe
shootings the township is very tense. He
says the kitskonstabeis are still heard
singing their song: "We are going to kill
comrades."

Published by WPCC, 41 Salt Rlver
8d, Cape Town.


