Scwetan Reporter

THE fnkatha Fresdom Party +fFP) had
used black vozers 1o reinforce acism
and white supremacy in Paulpiesers-
burg in KwaZgiu-Natal. the African
Nagionai Congress {ANCY said yes-
terday. .

This follows the resignation of
smayor Mr Gilbert Mever for undis-
closéd reasons on Monday.

Meyver: an IFP member. apparendy
said in his letter of resignation that he

Mayor ‘who stood for whites’ quits pos

had never been interested in politics but
had swod for eciection because he
wanted to save the dignity of white
people in the town.

Meyer has besn reported 10 have’
bezn absewt {rom bis office for the past

six months. claimizng that he was sick.
During this time the counci! was mn
Dy depury mayor Mr 57 Mkhabela. )
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The ANC said Mever's attitude was
an_insult o black peopie who had
mereiy been used (o endorse the racism
and white supremacy still crevalent in
own. =

The ANC has called for Meyer o be
compietely remaved fron: the council.

“How can someone who has besn
absent from werk for more than six

months remain ont the council? [t is
CVen Wworse to ieam about his insuit ©
black people. the werv peopie who
voled hin into power.” said the ANC'S
Mr Zama Ndzba.

An [FP representarnive on the town’s
execudve committee said vesterday
that local FP leaders had begged
Mever aot to resign because they had
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1ot wanted to Jose the ward which g
represented.

This hiad resulted in Mever somirs
Saulting. the source said. He iwud cthen
decided that, although be wouid vacare
che mavoral position. e wouid il
remain 2 membper of the council.

Mever could not be reached for
comyment yesterday.
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- By Manelisi Gerge _
1 i ey ofviemsthat the expakion of Peter
ARaraic as wayor of Cape Towvn uniciny imd a
memlsr ol the Democratic Alliance (DAY
has hind G rearbmg ipplications for apposi-

tion palitics in Simth Africa and perhaps Tar dvere
than 1A Jeader Tony | con gutkeipated,

The willwksiwd of the New National Pary
(NN led by Monthisms van Sclalhwyk (rom ihe
DA Bvps 117 502y hoalloay <hell

Favius in tlee neor futare will impress npon
members of e atiered DA that they have
cowpwe (o tegmig with the et that the DA is ne nwre
amt dint they have i en luek to the dunving
P, vy Tram the glare of the media, for sober
reditical sonl scarching,

Wheu thit happens. Leon's levlership skills
onght 1o be thoroughly scrulinised.

Ned only is Leon viewed as a non-demovet,

- bt us s abespot and 2 dictabor -- 2t feast in his own

party. Therefore, there is an omerging opvinhon that

there is mothing democratic abeont the DAL

Tor shicbents of palitics. the DA formed prinei-

_ patly by Tran's Denwecristic Pty (DP) gl Van

© Scimikseyh s NNP wik bewmel 1 by i chiogt-Tived

mariage of political conveniemee. Bul few polit-

izt nhservers will have antieizated that this mar-
riage woutld be so dramatically sroa-lived.

) vividly remembier che. imterview [ hud with
ane radiiy sation on the Formation of the DA,
when as<eried thin the afliance wonld net work
“hecie it was predicated anly on epposing the

" % (ricau Notional Congress (ANC).

" Ihis was. indecd, an uncomman manner of
establiching an alliance. In normal multiparty
politics. eppositinp parties are usmally formel
weith a vicw 10 heeoming ruling partics at some
vint and not merely ta restrict theinsclves to
oppising a refing pany. -

The muion of creating an opposition party

. sobkely rm the hasis of checking the powers of the

ruling party smacks of reac-

tiomary tendencics. Tndeed,
“when the DA was

formerl  some of ns

preinrerd oot that the

new pauty hed the

limited  vision of

protecting  white”

privileae aecrucd

doring the cole-

nial amf

~.

. Dying

apartheid eras.

For this reason the DA's condiluciicy was
namaw from its inception ad it has Giled (0
expmd. The DA remaine predominant]y a party of
white privilege. with a few so-called “cokminds™,
the nrgjority of whom were brought in by Maris.
Now that Maruis is ouf in the wildérness, one
wonders what will be their fitnre in the DA
Whether these so-called “cokwireds™ will Teave
the DA remsiins o he seen, )

Tlre coming few weeks wi'li wifue s " the pos- |
wring of the splinter grmps of the dying or:
already defunct DA lmpostant components of the i
dying DA, which will maiter 0 the public, arey
[.con’s DP and Van Schalkwyk’s NNP. ;

Bath parlies are destined fo bun the midnight;
ail to figure vut their future in Soueh African pot-;
itics. There is already speculation about a coali-:
tion government of Ihe ANC and thc NNP inj
Western Cape. . : i

Whatever bappens nexi to the DP and the NNP
will profoundly chunge the Fice of apposition pol-
Mics in this couniry. . ;

e thing is certain: the notion offaciul oppo- |
sitiont politics. that is. an opposition parly orj
alliance crealed largely on racial  afMifiation..
hekongs in the archives of the couniry. g

The opportunism and hypoerisy of,
white opposilion parties have been _,}
expased by the acrimony

between feon amd Van

Schalkwyk in the pasi- few

days. .
The puhlic has %]
bencfited  fioun i
the Leon-Van -
Schal¥wyk .
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DAisend
of a white opposition

“_‘lllﬂh‘ hescanise it revenled which of Ilrmlc fwo
wishes 10 e iy e Soal Mitcan politician o
opposed to merely heiny 4 politician wha [lt;--
W the sectavian interests of a Fast-disap-
weing coloniol and apanibicid eder. i
Newe thar the DA i« bevoming a thing of the
Pastk. 2 apreshion mises: what is he future ;F whire
flj,pmll on poditics i Somh Afvicn? The remnants
of fiu: DAL DP and NNP have 2 pressing res xnln-ti-
hility 10 their whire supprrters: (n cc;n-cﬁl iheir
memhers and constitencies From heing colomiz)
setfler enclaves into e citizens of k) l':;ufliﬂl:.'i"ll
Suutth Afviean xociery ) .
This memns a wake-up call o these partics’
f'mdcr&_nnd their contimencics 1oy embrace rl;c
ireveesible demuocratic dlispensation within he
(Io:gt;:'(t of decolonication ihat nccnrred in Apri)
i I'hf: ANC has preached non-mcialism froon igs
meepiien. amd continues fa do o, Iy is |l|crcfm;

- Hime § nr sectarian ond racially inelined partics o
reengmsse that their mtion of ricialising Sﬁllh
:’\ﬁ.w.-m politics i= Fatilc, )

The dissrmy of the DA marks tl:e el of an
;umm:rly‘. which has male Sowrth Afviea g unique
@wnntry m Africa by having an PRsition party in
ihe chape nl: the DA comstitnted maialy on racial

lincs. Nesfiere in Afca will your find

su-q:h An arrngentent. Forncr colo.

nial powers packed i-cir hags al

leftl  when  Africun oinirics
attained their indepemdence.

DP and NNP members could

, contribing (o e rich emerging

Soath  African “ bistory eh;‘

deciding @ choose 1his counlry

- as their sole county and by so

2 Peter Marais

L8

doing convent themselves from colowisers into

[Eiekic citizens.

Stonld they decide 1o da sq, they wonld eam
Ihcuw_el\'m and  their  future gclzlemtitms m
cluring plice in the history of this country
m-:imn!_ of enming (homselves 2 repntation I'nl:
temonising the indigenons inhabitams of this
ctuntiy, ‘

Unlike the DP. the NNP has even 1o, Chal-
lenge which it st address this riml:l ilr'::l:vd{":;
wime cliange. The NNP failed o teansform nsclr
mro the fadvion of the tay by at least adopting
name that identified it with democmey. I ln::
faiked dismatly to repickage itself inte &Dl;lﬂl'll'l‘ll-
which cosihl be acceptable to the public or al IcmE
someihing to make it sound Tike 2 politically cnr-
rect party. like Tony Leon did in adopling the
namie Democratic Alliance,

By changing its name. the NNp would he
alleipting to cleanse itself of jis nolarious hoe-
gage af the past. It iwgint also to embark an poi-
cies that wonkd benefit the majority of Sewh
Africa. instead of a few whiles. .— l

The writer is a scnipr researcher or the Afriva

Tustitee  of

Africa.
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