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A ns

The aim of the syllabus is to help towards the kind of understanding of the nail
institutions and practices of British politics that candi dates would need in order to
make sense of the political events and ideas that they are encountering through othe:
subj ects and activities in formal education, and fromradio, television and
newspapers ., 3

r

- The Exami nation

There will be one paper of three hours. Candidates will be advised to spend the EirSt
fifteen m nutes readi ng the quesrion paper

The paper will be divided into two parts: Part Awll carry 60%O0f the total nmarks and
candidates will be required to anwer three questions, the first of which .will be 2
conpul sory question and will require the interpretation of a short passage taken:

froma book or newspaper article or a sinple table of numerical data concerning
"contenporary British politics. Part Bwll carry 40% of the total marl G and candi dat es

,Wll be required to answer two queStions chosen fromany one of the three sections
"given in the syllabus. The first question in each of these sections will be compul sory
and will consist of six short answer questions ofwhich four nust be answered. The
titles of the sections in Part B may be varied fromtinme to tinme; any changes will be
notified to centres at | east two academi ¢ years in advance.

Syl lab us

Part A

Political parties: ains and ideas, current oh’cies, and the policy-maki ng procedure:
of the nmain political parties; parties in ocal elections.

Parliament and the el ectorate: elections and the electoral system including ideas for
change; the main functions of Parliament and especially the t6le of the Opposition
the work of an individual Menber of Parlianent; how pressure groups can influence
Parliament and the Executive.

The Executive: the constitutional position of the Mnarch today; the powers of the
Prime MniSter and of the CalL at; the r6le of the Cixil Senice; the independence of
the judiciary, the different p.:s of central and of |ocal government: the current
structure and purposes of |ocal governnent .

Uni versity of London GCE Exam nations. ju' ne 1989.3rmuary 1990 (Overseas) : E53 5



256 Govcrrmient and Political Studies - Odinary |evel June |1989/january 1990 (Overseas)
; m.. .1, aT

I, Part 3

| 2; Section 1. Local Governnent

i Ans

To enabl e candi dates to understand the place oflocal government in the govertrznem
with the provision of |ocal authority services and the rel ationshi ps between carna
and | ocal govenmment.

Syl | abus

f

E

g The mandatory and perm ssive functi omof |ocal governnent (including the
educati on services.)

1 Local govemment social services. including a consideration of how provisions :an
vary between different authorities. T a

4 Sources of l|ocal government finance and associ ated controversies. v,

Rel ati onshi ps between central and | ocal governnent and issues of the range and
scope of |ocal government admi nistration

The role of Chief Oficers. The role of councillors.

i X

[

[

I

Political parties in |ocal government

Pressure group activity in local governnent such as tenps Bsociations, houstng
associ ations, residents associations, parent-teacher associations, environnmenta

gr oups.

Section 2 Law and Order

Ai s

To enabl e candidates to understand | egal institutions and ideas in their poliztca
, COnPeXE 7 and geggal problens of maintenance of public order-

Syl | abus |

Principl es and concepts: differencs between | aw and justice; rule oflaw, es offaaw,
separati on of powers; supremacy of Parliament; independence of the ju iciary . :lvi
liberties in the United Kingdom |egal aid; participation of citizens in the 1:331
system

i Institutions: law courts; police; administrative tribunals; the powers of the Esme
Secretary; the Attorney CGeneral and the Director of Public Prosecutions; the Lard

1" .s- Chancellor. the "ury system ,5

1 Political issues: ow judges and nagi strates are appointed; the role of the pciitze.
i their powers, procedure and control; |aw nmaking by Parliament and by judges;
liberties, extent and limtations; denmonstrations, cithl disobedience and terrorism
sent enci ng policy and puni shnent °’

Section 3. Social Services and Housing

Al s

To enabl e candi dates to understand the general provisions and i ssues of the sczia
services and housing in their political context.

5

i
I
i
i | Syllabus

I National insurance and wel fare paynments, gardcularly child benefit, pensiezns,
i unenpl oynent benefit, supplenmentary bene t, family incone supplenent :he

i i work of associated pressure groups such as The Child Poverty Action Grup

i

3

i

i1

ud-

(CPAG) .

Local authority social services, including why provisions can vary between different
aut horities.

Heal th provision: the National Health Service and the private sector.

Housi ng; typesaofho’ using provision (e.g. private ownership, ptjivate rented, | neal
authority, tied housing, housing associations, housing co-operatives, b.?swn

devel opnents) and the work of associ ated pressure groups.

r

?
I
2.
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of the United Kingdom Candi dates should be aware of the political issues assoczntede

Government and Political Studies - Ornmary level. june 1989/january 1990 (Overseas) B7

Local authority housing: hcusing lists, direct Labour schenmes, rehabilitation vns

redevel oprent

How | egi sl ation affects housing reasons fer |ezxslative controls over tensile

provi sion for the honel ess v

Not es for Cui dance

I ntroduction '’

These notes do not _forni pm cf the/syizbus but _are_ intended to, ,help_mm

prepare a curriculumfor it. The notes are a conbinati on of explanation and adie.

One intention of the syllabus is to allow teachers aw de choice and sonme flexiliy,

both in what to cover and how to cover it

General intentions of the syl hbus

The syllabus tries to relate and extend the know edge and understandi ng of pois

that candi dates acquire from other subjects and activities, their general readingnd

the nedia; it does nOt attenpt to cover every aspect of Brithh governnentld

politics.

Teachers are rem nded of the ainms of the syllabus: candi dates should be able to h

i an understanding of the main political institutions and practices of British p055,

wi thin which franework they can study political evean and issues than

encountered in the nmedia. The franework of political institutions and practices hie

central elenent of Part A which specifies the main institutions of central governnt

in Britain, grouped under three areas. It is the intention that these be studied inkir

current formwith only suonLent recent historical background to enabl e candi aa

to explain that form The study of some political issues is an inportant eleinent GE 7

sections specified in Part B. Candidates will study only one of these sectionsgu

teachers should have sufficient tine to be able to cover this section in sonme dqiz

Candi dat es may show the rel ati onshi ps, where appropriate, between the seain

studied for Part B and the main institutions of central governnent in Part A

The sections in Part B are designed to allow the study of contenporary olialr

issues within a framework of certain principles and institutions. Whi e in

institutional know edge will be expected, and specihc questions will be set tom

that knowl edge, the curriculumshould concentrate on the issues invol ved.

It is hoped that the syllabus will allow teachers to adopt a wi de variety of mag

strategi es and be able to make consi derabl e use of contenporary nma "i ’

candi dat es shoul d col |l ect press clippings, manifestoes and cheap or give-ny

political literature in addition to using the nore traditional itext-book’ appra

Contenporary references - .

It is a specific aimof the syllabus that candi dates shoul d show. consideri

awar eness and understandi ng of recent current events and that a study of BCE

government and politics cannot rely solely on text-books for either information

exanples. It will be diflicult for a candidate to do well in this examnation if he M

has no general know edge of What is happening in British politics and cannot refzm

rel evant exanples currently in the media It is hoped that teachers WIIl be 21le

provi de up-to-date exanmtples by reference to the various nedia which are nended

in the last paragraph 0 these notes. Up-to-date exanples will conpl enem

details of institutions which zre found in various text-books at this |evel Candida"

are likely to do better in the exam nation if they foIIOMIcurrent af fairs and havr-XE
. Al oppgrturiity of discussingthese in the classroonh 1 _ . ;

The Exam nation , ’

Al though the e’ xaminati i)aper will be three hours in |l ength, candidates:
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t .strongly advised to spend the first fifteen mnutes in carefully wading the gsestions
and naki ng rough notes 50 that the time spent in actually wfzing the responses-

shoul d be a proxinitel’y 2% hours.

In Part A of the paper there will be a conpul sory question which will be based upon a
short passage taken Erom a book or newspaper article or on sinpEz nunerical data. It
cannot be enphasized too strongly that this question is not sinply a conprehension

bly abl e candidate could i hout limng Studied the

subj ect One or two of the attendant questions will test whether candi dates have
under st ood what they have read, but other questions will require the use of

know edge that has been ained Froma w de study of the syllabus. i ,

Part B of the paper covers eloptional sections of the syllabus. The first quation in

31 sections will be conpulsory and will require four short answers

i nes each. The main purpose of this question is to :5: coverage

of the syllabus for the section chosEn. In allow ng greater depth of Study of a
particul ar aspect of governnent and politics_;’candidat6 should cover as w de an area
bl e and not confine thenselves to a narrow part of the syll abus.

The purpose of the essay quesrions in Parts A and Bis to allow candi dates :0 depl oy
their know edge of a substandal and inportant bodyofinformacion, to denonsnte

their ability to enploy this informatign relevantly in response to the question set and
to show their ability to develop a sinple and coherent argunent based on the

sel ection of relevant facts. They will also be required to show their grasp of the

i dconflicting argunents that political issues generate according to a

party’s or group’s Viewpoint, but they will not be expected to resch any concl usi ons

on the validity of particular viewpoints. Candidates will not be penalized for holdin g
strgng o inions; they will be assessed by theireahility to present an argunent by

mans Vo illustrations fromrei evanf contenpor-aryevents. Therefore, candi dates

shoul d be positively encouraged, as part of the course, to obtain up-to-date

information frompolitical parties, pressure groups and public authoritioi Candi-

dates are rem nded of the inmportance of witing their essay answers in traditiona

asay form and that candi dates who revert to note formin their answers will be

penalized _t " - x5 "

Conclusion ' V, V.. . , |,

The purpose of these notes is not'to give detailed interpretation of each part of the

syl labus but to informteachers of the broad paraneters’within which the syllabus

has been drawn up and to give general guidelines as to the exam ners’ expectatioris-

It is hoped that the franmework is clear endugh for teachers to _be able to construct it

curriculumand schenme of work that will enable themto deploy a wide variety of

teaching strategies ' t

Addi tional note

N

) The attention ofoverseas centres is drawn to the ains of the syl hbus which specify an

understanding of the main political institutions and practics of BRITISH politics.

Though Part A of the syllabus is conlined mainly to central governnent, overseas

centres may End some of the sections in Part B demandi ng and may well face

difficulties in obtaining up-to-date information and exanples relevant to Section L

(Local Government) and Section 3 (Soeial Services and Housing). Therefora

overseas centres are strongly recomrended to study Section 2 (law and Order) for

whi ch i nformati on and cont enpor aneous exanpl es may be easier to obtain._ "’

Candi dat es at overseas centres are equally encouraged not to rely solely on

t ext -books, and teachers nmay find it easier to prepare a suitable teaching Strategy by

the regul ar use of current affairs discussions on the BBC. External and Wrld

Services and regular reading 9f the overseas edition of a quality British newspaper
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