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From now on we shall publish a supplement of our News Letter as

needed. This supplement will carry topical news and information in

detail related to Gernman policies towards Africa and thus will be

al so of interest for our readers as we hope.

HANS KOSCHNI CK ELECTED CHAI RMAN OF THE COW TTEE FOR

| NTERNATI ONAL RELATI ONS OF THE SOCI AL DEMOCRATI C PARTY

OF GERMANY

Hans Koschni ck, Mayor and Head of the Federal State of

Bremen, recently has been el ected Chairnan of the

Committee for International Relations of the Federa

Executive of the Social Denocratic Party of Germany (SPD),

the maj or opposition party in the Federal Parlianent. ¢
Previously, on May 20th the |l ast party convention of the
SPD reelected himw th the highest nunmber of votes to

the Federal Executive of the party that called himalso
again to the party’s Presidium

In his new position as Chairman of the party’'s Committee
for International Relations M. Koschnick will also take
responsibility of the party's stand towards Africa and

he will be in charge of keeping and inproving the party’s
relations to politicians and parties in African countries
and organi zati ons.

Who is M. Hans Koschnick, this German politician of good
and | ong standing ?

Mayor Hans Ko s ¢ h ni ¢ k was elected to the Senate (State Governnent) by Bremnen
Parliament on Novenber 10th, 1983 for the sixth time and el ected President of the

Senate of the Free Hanseatic Cty of Bremen by the same body for the fifth tine.

Mayor Koschnick was entrusted with this office for the first time in 1967 and is

thus the | ongest-serving head of any state government in the Federal Republic of Gernany.
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Mayor Koschnick was born in Bremen on April 2nd, 1921 . He is an Administrative
Oficer by profession and he finally served as head of the Departnent of Youth,
Fam |y Affairs and Sports at the local Mnistry of Social Affairs. He has been
a nenber of the German Social Denocratic Party (SPD) since 1950.

Mayor Koschni ck has served on the Federal Executive of the SPD since May 14th,
1970. He was Deputy Chairman of the party between Novenber 14th, 1975 and
Decermber 1979. Mayor Koschnick was el ected a nmenber of Bremen State Parlianent
for the first tine in 1955. In 1963 he became Senator (State Mnister) of the
Interior and in 1965 he becanme Mayor and Vi ce-President of the Senate. The
Senate (State Governnent) elected himto be its President on Novenber 28th,
1967 for the first tine.

Mayor Koschnick is also the Gernan Federal Commi ssioner of Cultural Affairs under
the Treaty of Franco- German Co-operation

On numerous trips abroad Mayor Koschnick has made a point of striking up trade
and econcuuc relations in particular between the state of Brenmen and its mgjor

_,.. . .Uu. a. - . - - 5-- standing
bet ween nations and international co-operation, particularly in Fran- in the
Net her | ands, Norway, Israel, Yugoslavia and Poland. In 1974 Mayor K . . ick

visited the People’ s Republic of China for political and economic ta :
oschnick also visited various African countries on several occa- '15 and
1.. _la. . ue. gg- o _ thg
north ano eas o i e con lnent so that he will not be a newccner to ie continent
in his new position as chairman of the party’s international conmtt-:
In 1971/ 72 and 1981/ 82 Mayor Koschni ck was President of the Bundesrat (representation
of federal states). It was in this capacity, as deputy of the head of state
(Federal President) , that Mayor Koschni ck was host to the Japanese Enperor and
his wife on their official visit to West Gernmany in 1971
Bet ween 1971 and 1977 Mayor Koschnick held the office of President of the German
Convention of Municipal Authorities and between 1975 and 1978 he was Chairman
of the Association of Minicipal Conpanies (VKU . .
The Annual General Meeting of the "International Union of Local Authorities" (IULA)
el ected Mayor Koschnick as President in Col unbus/Chio (USA) in 1981
Mayor Koschnick is married and has one son.
Source: Press Ofice of the Senate (State Governnent), City Hall, D 2800 Brenmen 1
The visit of the South African Prinme Mnister, Pieter Botha;
in Bonn beginning of June led to a very controversial dis-z
pute in a parlianmentary debate on June 6th, 1984 in the
Federal Parliament (Deutscher Bundestag). The gover nnent
canp held the opinion that the Government could positively
i nfluence the situation in South Africa by accepting the
visit of Prime Mnister Botha - the first part of this
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newsl etter carries a report on the respective position of

the government canmp. However, the parlianmentary group

of the Social Denocratic Party again expressed its severe

criticismagainst South Africa and the system of apart-

hei d and opposed the visit of the Prime Mnister.

In the follwing you will find excerpts of a parlianentary

speech by GUnter Verheugen MP, speaker for African affairs

of the parliamentary group of the Social Denocratic Party

of Germany.

SQUTH AFRI CA: DEATH OF FREEDOM AND HUVAN RI GHTS! a

n Excehptb 06 a pantiamentany Apeech by Gantea Veaheugen MP

In contrast to the Federal CGovernnent we do not hold that the treaties between

Smith Africa and sone of her neighbours are encouragi ng

VWho should be in a better position than us to understand that peace cannot be

gai ned as cheaply? One cannot bonmb countries to the conference table, one cannot

i npose conditions on countries - and then | ook out to be cel ebrated as peacenaker.

One shoul d i nagi ne sonebody who is practicing such a policy in other parts of the
world, for instance over here - a policy, on which our Federal Chancellor congratul ated.
The South African initiative in foreign affairs is aimng rather at dcnestic objects.
Thus the domi nation of a mnority over a mgjority in South Africa shall be secured

and time shall be gained until probably one day in Nam bia a nake-believe i ndependence.
and a puppet government can be installed.

Peace in the region enly will be achieved if the cause of discord will be renpved:

The system of apartheid ..

deay apartheid neans that the majority of black population is exploited as a

potential for cheap |abor force without political and social rights. The situation

did not inprove but rather became worse. Therefore, we cannot escape questi oning

our own attitudes.

Finally, we demand again intensified econonm c ccoperation with the nei ghbour countries
" of South Africa in the region. The nore those nei ghbouring countries teccne econom c-
ally stabilized, the better they can resist South African power-politics.

we side with those groupings and organi zations that fight against South African

raci alismand colonialism we side with the |iberation nmovenents ANC and SWAPO, with
churches and trade unions and also with the progressive white opposition in South Africa
Let me say to Prime Mnister Botha a | ast word. This man and his Government wi sh to
give the inpression that they are an outpost of Western freedomin Southern Africa.
However, that they are in addition anticommuni st does not justify the inhuman policies
of South Africa. we do not want to be engaged for this policy. South Africa is not

an out post of freebknu but nmeans death to freedomand to the human dignity of many
mllions. That is what we want to convey to M. Botha. The international reputation
for which he is |ooking out, he shall not find it here.

Source: Protocol of the Gernman Federal Parlianment (Deutscher Bundestag) 73. Session on
June 6th, 1984



