
* Commencement of the phasing out of the hostel system and the conversion of hostels into
family and single occupancy units.

* Legislation outlawing the carrying of arms, traditional and otherwise, at public rallie
s,
meetings and demonstrations.

Should the government fail to meet these demands, the ANC will suspend all contacts on th
e
All-Party Congress and all further discussions on the Constitutional future of South Afri
ca with
the government.

Beginning April 6th, the ANC shall also launch a mass mobilisation drive to force the
government to honour the undertakings it has made in terms of the Groote Schuur and Preto
ria
Minutes. The campaign shall kick off with a march on the prisons to demand the release of
political prisoners. The ANC has invited all anti-apartheid and democratic forces to supp
ort
and participate in this campaign.

The NEC expressed its satisfaction with the progress being made in preparations for the A
NC
National Conference and confirmed the tentative dates of the last week of June 1991.

Johannesburg
5 April 1991



The elaborate Security Management System, built up by the government penetrated regional
government structures,town and city councils and tried to involve the business community 
and
farmers in the tasks of counter-insurgency.

The NEC concluded that wanton acts of terror, mass murder and mayhem that South Africa
has witnessed over the past six years have one aim: to bludgeon the African communities i
nto
submission and prevent the growth and development of autonomous institutions of popular
expression, such as Civics, the Street Committees and other organs of Peopleâ\200\231s Po
wer in the
townships or in the villages.

The war that has been waged against the people of Natal has already inï¬\202icted deep wo
unds on
both the psyche and the body of those communities. Its purpose is to instil a psychosis o
f
insecurity, mutual distrust and fear among the people in order to disintegrate the fabric
 of their
communities in the hope that this will make them more pliant.

It noted that as a result of these considerations the peace initiatives which the ANC has
undertaken, and the accords it has reached with the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) and other
organisations have been of no avail. Since the January 29th meeting between the leadershi
ps
of the ANC and the IFP, there has been a sharp escalation of Violence in both southern Na
tal,
the Midlands and on the Reef.

The ANC shall, however, continue to explore every possible route ofbringing about peace w
ith
every party, group or movement that shares its commitment to peace; and shall seize each
opportunity that arises to enhance the search for peace, the NEC decided.

After lengthy deliberations the meeting adopted an Open Letter addressed to the State
President and his cabinet, setting out the ANCâ\200\231s View that the demonstrable unwil
lingness of
the government to prevent and repress these repeated outbreaks of violence reï¬\202ects e
ither an
unacceptable level of cynical irresponsibility or complicity in these acts of terror.

The NEC of the ANC announced a number of demands, which it expects the government to
meet by 9th May 1991. These include:

"â\200\230 Dismissal from all their posts of General Magnus Malan, Law and Order Minister
 Adriaan
Vlok and all those officers of the SADF and SAP who bear direct responsibility for the se
tting
up, management, crimes and other misdemeanours of the C.C.B. and other hit squads.

* Public and visible disbandment and disarming of all special counter-insurgency units su
ch as
Battalion 32, the Askaris, the Z Squads, the C.C.B., Koevoet, and other similar units.

* Establishment of an independent multi-party Commission to oversee this process of
disbandment and the discontinuation of these units.

* Establishment of an independent Commission to receive, investigate and report on all
allegations and charges pertaining to the activities of the police and other security ser
vices.

"â\200\230 Immediate suspension from duty and the institution of charges against all the 
police officers
and constables who have been named as responsible for the massacre at Sebokeng on March
1990 and those responsible for the more recent Daveyton shootings of 24th March 1991.

* Satisfactory assurances that the Police and SADF will desist from the use of live ammun
ition
in crowd control.
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PRESS RELEASE ON ANC EXTENDED PLENARY OF

THE NEC, 4TH TO 5TH APRIL 1991

A special Plenary Session of the National Executive Committee of the ANC met in
Johannesburg from Thursday 4th till Friday 5th April, to address the most recent outbreak
 of
Violence in the townships of the Reef and Southern Natal, receive reports on preparations
 for
the National Conference and review general political reports.

The meeting, presided over by Deputy President Nelson Mandela, included participants from
the Interim Leadership Committee and the Chairpersons representing 15 regions.

The plenum received a comprehensive report on the scourge of violence that is once again
raising its head and came to the unanimous view that these waves of violence, that consis
tently
peak when the ANC and its allies embark on a mass campaign, are neither spontaneous nor o
f
The country is witnessing the unfolding of a well coordinated
an ethnic character.
counter-revolutionary strategy, whose objective is to derail the transition from aparthei
d to
democracy and postpone indefinitely the inauguration of a democratic constitution.

The NECâ\200\231s attention was drawn to the well established facts that during the past 
two decades
the apartheid government has been the principal organising centre and headquarters of
counter-revolution in the region. After assuming control over the destabilisation operati
ons
of the former Rhodesian regime, Pretoria became the chief employer of mercenaries, and th
e
sponsor of revanchists and White emigre bandit groups from the former Portuguese colonies
and Rhodesia. In addition to maintaining, training and equipping Renamo, the South Africa
n
security services established so-called â\200\231Super-Zapuâ\200\231, the â\200\231Lesoth
o Liberation Armyâ\200\231 (LLA) and
other armed terror groups to destabilise neighbouring states.

An aspect of the regimeâ\200\231s counter-insurgency strategy in both Namibia and South A
frica, was
the setting up of bands of irregulars, auxiliaries and special counter-insurgency units, 
including
Koevoet, Battalion 32, the C.C.B., the Z Squad, Hits Squads and the Askaris with the spec
ific
assignment of destroying the liberation and democratic movements by systematically
murdering their personnel, leading cadres and terrorising their supporters, These units w
ere
complemented by the activities of auxiliary fores, such as the "Witdoeke", ’L4ma-Afrika" 
and
similar Vigilante groups operating in the townships.



â\200\224
The People Shall Govern!
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OPEN LETTER TO STATE PRESIDENT DE KLERK AND

HIS CABINET FROM THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE OF THE ANC

1.08in the outbreak of violence that began in Natal the country has witnessed a scale of
bloodletting hitherto unknown. Estimates provided by agencies who have been monitoring
the situation place the numbers of those who have lost their lives in excess of 5,000.

Since the signing of the accord between the ANC and the Inkatha Freedom Party on 29 Janua
ry
1991, the scale of Violence has not diminished. On the contrary, it has assumed a more
organised and systematic character. In many parts of Natal the Violence has taken on a ra
ndom
character, to an extent that it can be regarded as directed against the community itself.

Death and the destruction of homes and property on such a scale would be considered a
national disaster in any sane society. The scale of the human tragedy alone provides suff
icient
motivation for us to address you with our grave concerns.

1.1. Throughout the period in question there have been clearly discernible patterns in th
is
unfolding violence that indicates disturbing features which by now should have been noted
 and
be pre-occupying the attentions of the authorities. We are, like many others, alarmed at 
the
degree of inaction on the part of the authorities.

1.2. In almost every instance of Violence that has erupted on the Reef, for example, the
following pattern has emerged. A group of individuals, drawn from a specific area of the
country, sharing a common language and publicly identifying themselves with a specific
political party have established control over a migrant labourersâ\200\231 hostel through
 acts of
intimidation. Those who would not submit to such pressure are subsequently driven out of 
the
hostel. These individuals constitute themselves into a group, with insignia for common
identification (usually a red head band). Supported by others of like purpose, bussed in 
from
other areas, they then stage a provocative armed demonstration through the township, esco
rted
by the police.

1.3. Without exception, the townships that have suffered armed demonstrations did not
previously have any visible presence of the Inkatha Freedom Party. In all the cases in qu
estion
the majority of participants in such demonstrations have been bussed in from other locali
ties.

The People Shall Govern!



 



2.3. The ANC is of the view that the governmentâ\200\231s equivocal attitude to the cycle
 of Violence
reï¬\202ects either an attitude of cynical irresponsibility or is evidence of connivance 
at acts of
organised terror in the hope that they will succeed in destroying or seriously crippling 
the ANC.

The governmentâ\200\231s inaction calls into serious question its true intentions and sin
cerity regarding
the entire peace process and the democratisation of South Africa. In View of this the ANC
demands:

* That the government take legislative measures during the current session of parliament 
to
outlaw the carrying of weapons, traditional or otherwise, at public assemblies, processio
ns,
rallies, etc.

"â\200\230 The dismissal of Ministers Adriaan Vlok and General Magnus Malan from public o
ffice and
the rustication of all the officers of the SADF and SAP who bear direct responsibility fo
r the
setting up, and management of, the crimes and misdemeanours of the C.C.B. and other hit
squads.

* The Visible, public dismantling and disarming of all special counter-insurgency units s
uch as
the Askaris, Battalion 32, the C.C.B., Koevoet, the Z Squad, etc. and the establishment o
f a
multiâ\200\224party Commission to oversee this process.

* The immediate suspension from duty of all police officers and constables who were
implicated in the massacres at Sebokeng on 22 March 1990 and the commencement of legal
proceedings against them; the immediate suspension from duty of all the police officers a
nd
constables responsible for the shootings in Daveyton, Benoni on 24 March 1991, pending a
Commission of Inquiry into that incident.

* Satisfactory assurances that in future the SAP, SADF and other security organs will emp
loy
acceptable and civilised methods of crowd control; and that the issuance of live ammuniti
on
to the police on such occasions shall be disallowed.

* Effective steps are taken to begin the process of phasing out the hostels and other lab
our
compounds and transforming them into family units and single occupancy ï¬\202ats.

* The establishment of an independent Commission of Inquiry to receive, investigate and
report on all complaints of misconduct by the police and other security services.

2.4. If by 9 May 1991 these demands have not been met, the ANC shall:

(a) Suspend any further discussion with the government on the All Party Congress; and

(b) Suspend all exchanges with the government on the future constitution of our country.

5th April I 99]
Johannesburg
South Africa.

Annexure: Roster of Significant Incidents ofPolice Inaction.



Instances when the police have averted attacks or deterred the perpetrators of such attac
ks are
extremely rare. Even among cases where the assailants have been identified, the number of
them who have been arrested or charged is derisory.

1.4. In at least five separate incidents, all of which occurred on the Reef during the pa
st nine
months, armed gangs of men have launched well organised and coordinated attacks against
commuters on the trains between the townships and Johannesburg city centre; on the homes
of bereaved families during funeral Vigils; and on selected hostels. Those responsible fo
r these
actions are distinguished by their remarkable capacity to evade detection by the police a
nd
other security services. In each of these instances, the authorities were advised well in
 advance
to take precautionary measures but they failed to do so.

1.5.
Since 22 July 1990, on at least three separate occasions when the authorities were
summoned to assist or to avert violence, they have themselves committed acts of violence 
that
have resulted in death. A case in point is that of Sebokeng on 3 September 1990. Thirty-e
ight
(38) people had been killed in a pre-dawn attack on a hostel in Sebokeng. A judicial inqu
iry
subsequently found that members of the South African Defence Force, who had been called
to the scene to contain a potentially explosive situation, opened fire on a crowd, killin
g four
persons and inï¬\202icting grave injuries on several others.

1.6. An equally disturbing case is that which occurred in Daveyton, Benoni, on 24 March 1
991.
The known facts indicate that after a large number of persons were bussed into Daveyton, 
a
provocative armed demonstrations was staged from the hostels to a nearby stadium to hold 
a
rally. The police had been advised of the probability of violence by the township residen
ts
and were patrolling the streets. A group of residents, concerned because of the armed
demonstration, assembled on an open space to discuss their response. The police opened fi
re
on this group in an unprovoked attack, causing the deaths of at least 12 persons.

Every effort had been made by the local Civic Association to gain the cooperation of the 
police.
An agreement had even been reached that no armed demonstration would be permitted and
that those bearng any weapons would be disarmed. The police did not honour this agreement
and permitted an armed demonstration. And rather than building on the spirit of trust,
established through previous negotiations, fired on an unoffending crowd. A number of tho
se
injured in this incident have subsequently been arrested, some taken from their hospital 
beds,
and are in detention.

The police have made counter claims to the effect that they were under attack. Based on
previous experience we have reason to place no confidence in these claims.

An alarming feature of the Violence is the role being played by the Kwa-Zulu Police in su
pport
of armed groups in launching attacks on specific areas. In January 1991 a large contingen
t of
armed men, reinforced by the Kwa-Zulu Police invaded the Ndwendwe area of Osindisweni
and made off with 30 head of cattle.

1.7. There has been a startling increase in the use of automatic weapons, assault riï¬
\202es and other
firearms on the Reef since September 1990. Despite repeated efforts on the part of the AN
C,
Civics and other democratic bodies to assist the police and other government intelligence
services with information pertaining to these arms and the trade in arms, not a single ar
rest



has been made and not a single arms cache uncovered, nor has the supply line been interru
pted.
The apparent incapacity of the South African authorities in this regard beggars descripti
on.
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It is evident from our observation and that of others that the peaks in these waves of
2.0.
violence coincide uncannily with ANCâ\200\224launched campaigns and with mass campaigns l
aunched
by other elements of the democratic movement.

Recent pronouncements by a political figure serving in the anti-democratic and unpopular
structures foisted on the African urban population by the government, indicate that it is
 their
intention to resist expressions of opposition to these bodies by a resort to armed intimi
dation
Direct links between such expressed intentions and the acts of Violence that
and Violence.
have occurred have been drawn by this same individual. The concerted effort to draw
councillors into the ranks of the Inkatha Freedom Party with the promise that it will pro
tect
them against mass pressure, also suggests the intention of using violence to ward off dem
ands
that councillors resign.

It is the considered opinion of the ANC that it is inconceivable that the authorities lac
k the
capacity or the skill to prevent the violent deeds we have enumerated. We suspect that, a
t best,
the feeble response on the part of the State betrays an absence of will to take measures
adequate to avert Violence, detect and bring the guilty parties to justice, because the
perpetrators of this violence are providing a line of defence for government institutions
 that
would otherwise have been rendered dysfunctional.

2.1. Since the outbreak of this current cycle ofviolence, there has been an avalanche of 
charges
of police partiality, connivance and complicity in acts of violence. Apart from shrill de
nials
from the relevant ministry, no adequate explanation has been forthcoming regarding the ac
ts
or omissions of the authorities.

It is evident that the killings, maimings and beatings that have occurred have greatly in
ï¬\202amed
feelings of ethnic antagonism among various sections of the African people; have distract
ed
public attention from the root causes of poverty, hunger, deprivation and want in our cou
ntry,
and have rendered it more difficult to achieve united action among the African people for
generally accepted and commendable goals.

Those responsible for fomenting this Violence have the clear intention of sowing division
s and
stoking up a psychosis of fear, insecurity and mutual distrust among the African people. 
At
the same time, they hope to prey on the worst fears and prejudices of our White compatrio
ts
and thus make them more apprehensive about a democratic transformation.

We are persuaded that the governmentâ\200\231s evident reluctance to act with expedition 
and vigour
against the instigators of this Violence betrays a hope that their actions will rebound t
o the
governmentâ\200\231s favour in the short and intermediate term.

2.2. The impact of this cycle of Violence is that it has raised the costs/risks entailed 
in being a
member of or of being identified with the ANC and its allies. In certain cities and rural
 areas
it has resulted in â\200\231no-go areasâ\200\231 from which ANC members, activities and s
ymbols are excluded,
not by the law, but by gangs of hoodlums and Vigilantes. This is designed to weaken the
credibility of the ANC, limit its scope for growth and disintegrate its new legal structu
res.



This has proved a far more effective means of political repression than the legal measure
s
previously employed by the state to crush the democratic opposition. Its aim is to inï¬
\202ate the
image of the Inkatha Freedom Party from that of a minor to the rank of the third major pl
ayer
on the political arena.



Annexure: ROSTER OF SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS OF POLICE INACTION

1. 22 July 1990. Sebokeng, near Vereeniging. After an exchange of correspondence between
the offices of the law firm Cheadle, Thompson and Haysom, the offices of General Erasmus
0f the SAP, and the Minister of Law and Order, the law firm warning of the imminent dange
r
of armed attack and Violence in the event of an armed demonstration through the township 
by
Inkatha supporters, the SAP did not disarm the Inkatha supporters but escorted them to a
sports ground in the township, from where they launched an attack on the residents which
resulted in the loss of at 1east301ives. To date no arrests have been made.

2. July 1990. After repeated warnings to the offices of General Erasmus, General van der
Merwe and Minister Vlok, from the offices of the law firm Cheadle, Thompson and Haysom,
that an attack was being planned against commuters on a train travelling from the city ce
ntre
to Soweto, at Inhlazane station, no police were dispatched to the station to deter the at
tackers.
An attack indeed occurred and police who arrived on the scene late did not intervene. No
arrests have been made.

3. 1 September 1990. At Tembisa and Thokoza. Residents suffered an armed attack by men
wearing the red-headband recognition insignia. Witnesses to and Victims of the attack att
est
to police complicity and have identified specific police officers as culpable. The SAP
responded to the alarm raised four hours late.

4. 28 October 1990. Naledi. An armed attack was launched on the township residents by a
gang of armed men, sporting the red-headband recognition insignia. The police had previou
sly
been warned to take preventative measures. 16 people killed and 33 injured.

5. 9 December 1990. Thokoza. Police were warned of an imminent attack by Inkatha
supporters on Thokoza residents; n0 deterrent action was taken. 9 people were subsequentl
y
killed, 58 were hospitalised, 47 of whom sustained gunshot wounds.

6. 12 January 1991. Sebokeng. A home-owner and minister of the church warned the police
of the clear and present threat of attack on mourners at a Vigil. N0 deterrent action was
 taken.
35 people killed.

7. Zonkiâ\200\231zizwe squatter camp. Until it was attacked in October 1990 the camp had 
been a
stronghold of the ANC. The attack, according to eyewitnesses and victims, was conducted b
y
Inkatha supporters, wearing the red-headband for mutual recognition, with the support of 
the
SAP. The residents were all evicted from their shacks, their goods confiscated and the sh
acks
occupied by Inkatha supporters. Not a single former resident has since been restored to h
is/her
home and n0 arrests have been made.

8. 24 March 1991, Muchison. IFP supporters from Nyandezulu invaded Muchison. SADF
drove the people out of the area, permitting the IFP supporters to occupy the area. Despi
te
repeated appeals the SAP have refused to assist the rightful home-owners to recover their
houses.

9. 26 March 1991, Alexandra Township. A bereaved family made repeated requests for police
protection against possible attack on a funeral Vigil. The township was under intensive p
olice
patrols as a declared â\200\231unrest areaâ\200\231, yet the police took very feeble step
s to secure the mourners
and withdrew their guard after a few hours. When the attack indeed occurred, though the
police were within hearing range, they did not respond. 13 people were killed.


