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THE AFRICAN NATIONAL cowaﬂggss OF SOUTH AFRICA - ANC (SA) (1)

The African National Congress is the leading force in the national libere-
tion struggle in South Africa. Based principally on an alliance of class
forces amongst the nationally oppressed, the ANC seeks to forge a broad
non-récial movement of all democratic elements pledged to the overthrow

of the Apartheid state. Within this alliance it recognises the "special
role" of the working class as the guarantor thct the form of national 1li-
beration achieved in South Africa is a demacratic state in which the wealth

and basic resources are "at the disposal of the people as a whole".

The ANC was formed in 1912. For almost fifty years it followed a strategy
of non-violent resistance. However in 1961 it adopted the armed struggle
as its principal strategic method of struggle. Its military wing,

Umkhonto we Sizwe (the Spear of the Nation) remains controlled by the po-

litical leadership of the organization, and armed struggle is combined
with other forms of mass organisation - both illegal and semi-legal.

The last five years have seen a rapid upsurge of ANC activity inside South
Africa, both at the military and mass levels, leading the Minister of Law

and Order to lament, "Tha ANC is everywhere".

Current line and Strategy

The'programme of demands of the ANC, is contained within the Freedom Charter
(see appendix, and below p ). Adopted by the ANC in 1956, the Charter

basically calls for a democretic state, in which the land and wealth of the

country is controlled by the people. These demands are cast within a stra-

tegic perspective in the 1955 Straétegy and Tactics. Here, the "present '

stage" of the South African revolution is defined as- "the national libera-
tion of the 1argest and most oppressed groups - the African Pegple".  This
national liberation is clearly distinguished from "chauvanism (and the) nar—
row mationalism of a previous epoch". Rathér for the ANc; national libere-—
tion from colonial oppression is "bound up with economic emancipafion".

Here the "special role" of the large and experienced working class is seen
as crucial in securing a "speequrogression from formal liberation to genui-

ne and lasting emancipation".

In the period since 1976,.and particularly after 1978, the ANC has combined
military actions with mass mobilisation with visible success. Guerillés of

Umkhonto we Sizwe have struck in all areas of South Africa, (see p . for

statistics).
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The military strategy of the ANC appears to be concentrated on sabotage attacke:
against strategic economic and military installations - such as the SASOL refi-

nery, power stationﬂ the Voortrekkerhoogte military head-guarters the Koeberg

nuclear installation - together with other central Apartheid institutions such

as Administration boards, pass records offices, police stationsetc. However;n

a June 1982 interview, the ANC President, Oliver Tambo, hinted that the succees
and intensity of this sabotage programme will soon permit the lauching of a new
phase of armed struggle involving "more and more confrontation with the enemy
#DTCBS".

As a complement to the armec struggle, & number of recent semi-legal campaigns
have again generated open mass suport for the ANC, In recent years, ANC flags
have been openly displayed at mass rallies and ANC siogans widely used. A good
example of this, was the adoption of the slogan "White Republic" - no! Forward
to a Peoples'Republic" which marked the 1981 mass campaigng against the 20th
Anniversary of the establishment of a republic in South Africa. Perhaps most
significently, the demancs of the ANC programme, the Freedom Cherter, have been
adopted as a basic blueprint for a future democratic Soute Africa by a very large
number of diverse groupings and class forces, ranging from the Black Sash, open
trade unions, student organisations, to church bodies (see chapters 7,8, and 9),
This does not mean that these are ANC—controlled bodies, but rather demonstrates
the extent to which the basio demands ofwthe ANC have come to crystallise a broad
democratic opposition to the Apartheid system. This has been reflected in increa-
sing infernational recognition of the ANC as the 1eadihg revolutionary force in
South Africa. A March 1982 meeting of the Frontline States in effect granted de
facto recognition to the ANC as the leading force, despite strong historic links
between the ruling parties of Tanzania anc Zimbabwe and the Pan Africanist Congress

m\ag2

(see p ). R=sest PBress reportslhawa indicated that. pressure is mounting

- within the OAU to grant the ANC sole recognition as the South African Liberation

‘movement.

The History of the ANC: Formation and early politics

Ieﬂi\v\b )
Bs£laeéing'Fhe currewfttﬂe of the ANC is a product of its long history. The

ANC Sttt B @ omb M e G =B o i G et P H R - Gaea T LT AT rteey—%s Wa s f‘ormed in

1912§a5 the Soutn African Native National Congress and changed its name en 1923.
eyject
Ref&e&taﬁg?the hitherto predomlnantly tribally~based forms Df resistance, to colo-—

nialism, its founders declared that "We (The African population) are one people".

Their major aim was to forge a united African nation In its early years, the
ANC was a small organisation’based on the traditional chiefs and the small Afri-
can petty bourgeoisie. Its early aims were @fmited: to constitute a pressure

group to oppose the color ber and promote interests of Africans.  Its methods
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were strictly constitutional - petitions, deputations and propaganda campaigns.
Its dominant moderate elements freguently opposed the develomment of a mass—
-based and more radical opp051tlon to the state. A brief attampt by a new
President—general, J.T. to transform the ANC into a "mass anti-imperialist
national liberation movement" and to cooperate with the Communist Party after
1927 came to nothing when alarmed conservatives united to defeat whet they cal-
led "such communist inspiration". Gumedewas removed from the leadership in 1930.

Throughout the 1930's the ANC was virtually inactive.

The turn to the masses

The slow transformation of the ANC from a moderate, petty bourgeois pressure
group into a mass national liberation movement began in the 1940's under the

leadership of a new President—general, Dr. A.P.Xuma.

The develomment of a mass, militant working class movement during the war, pushed
the African petty bourgeoisie into ever more radical positions. A new democratic
constitution was adopted in 1943, together with the ANC's first comprehensive
political programme. This demand“g redistribution of the land and "full politi-
cal rights'e. the first time that the ANC had effectively demanded a universal,
non-racial franchise. During this period the ANC also began to cooperate with

the Communist Party on key»issues and African Communists began to enter its leader—
ship. Coorperation likewise began with the national organisations of other op-

pressed groups, especially with the South African Indian Congress (see p ¥a

In 1943 the Congress Youth League (CYL) was formed within the ANC. The CYL

became an increasingly dominant strategic and ideological influenoe within _

the organisation and eventually took over the leadership in 1949. The "Africanism"
of the CYL stressed, that white domination would only be overthrown by mass
struggles and African self-assertion — a radical departure from the ANC's cons—
titutionalism. 1In 1949, the Youth league Programme — known as the Programme of
Action - was adopted as the programme of the ANC. . This emphasised the African
right to self determination under the banner of "African naéionalism" and set

out a policy of boycotts, strikes and civil disobedience. The ANC was to be

transformed into a mass organisation through the example of passive resistance.

The programme of Action was eventually ifgplemented in the.1952, "Defiance Campaign
Against Unjust Laws". This aimed to clog the jails, bring the administration
of unjust laws to & halt, and to demonstrate to the people the effectivity of

mass non—-violent action. Although the Campaign was eventually broken by strong

-state repression, it had a number of important political effects.
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Firstly it did generate mass support for the AN3. Within a few months its
membership rose from 7.000 to nearly 100.000. Secondly it saw the beginnings
of organised joint actions with other political groupings. This eventually
gave rise to the Congress Alliance - the coordinated politics of the ANC, South
African Indian Congress, the Coloured Peoples Congress, the Congress of Demo-—
crats (an ofganisation of democratic whites) and, after 1955, SACTU - under the
leadership of the ANC. Thirdly, the Defiance campaign stimulated strategic
rethinking by part of the ANC leadership, particularly the group around the
President of the Transvaal ANC, Nelson Mandela. Mandela argued that the ANC
must prepare the basis for semi-underground work and put forward the "M—Plan"
for the reorganisation of the movement. This was only implemented in certain
regions however, because of strong opposition from more conservative elements.
And fourthly the Defiance Campaign demonstrated the need for a new, popular

programme of demands, which would go beyond the Programme of Action.

The latter gave rise to the convening of "the Céngress of the People" by the
Congress Alliance 3une 1955. Here the 3.000 delegateslfrom all regions adopted
the "Freedom Charteg" as the basic demands of the people of South Africa (see
appendix p ). The Freedom Charteg was adopted by the ANC itself in 1956.

As now a mass, popular organisation, the ANC-possessed a comprehensive program—
me drawn up by the people, for a democratic society. The main demancs of the

Freedom Charteg were as follows:

— The People Shall BGovern
— All National Groups have Equal Rights
— The Pegple Shall Share in the Country's Wealth
4{ — The Land Shall be SharédQ;:?}mse who work it
— All Shall be Pgual before the Law
- All Shall Enjoy Bgual Human Rights
— There Shall be Work and Security for All.
— The Doors of Learning and Culture Shall be Bpened
- There Shall be Houses, Security and Coﬂforf
— There Shall be Peace and Friendship

The new mass politics of the ANC during the 1950's was evident in a number of
other campaigns. Particularly in its attempt to combat the introduction of
"Bantu Education" in 1954 (which was to provoke the Soweto uprisihg\twenty

years later), the organization sought not only to rally populaf_opposition but

began to provide the first forms of alternative educational schemes. These, like

other campaigns were finally broken by ever more stringent ‘state repression -
yet the ANC was able to exhibit an increasing capacity to mobilise hundreds

of thousands of Africans. This itself began to pose serious guestions about
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the limits of non-violent struggle by the late 1950s, and on the ways in
which the ANC should lead the masses.

These changes during the 1950s were not without effect within the organisation.
The transformation of the ANC into & mass movement, the formation of the Congress
Alliance and the adoption of the Freedom Charteg, all provocked fierce internal
ideological struggle. A minority right-wing faction calling themselves
"Africahists", argued that the new leacership under Chief Albert Luthuli had
abandoned the "genuine" African nationalism of the 1949 Programme of Action and
had becom@ the tools of the "white commuristy’ of the Congress of Democratas. The
Africanists opposed joining with the democratic organisations of non-Africans

in the Congress Alliance, violently rejected the Freedom Charteg - and especially
its provision that "South Africa belongs to &ll who live in it" and "Socialistic"
economic clauses — and opposed what they called general "leftist influence" in
the ANC. Following years of disruptive agitation within-the organisation, they
finally left the ANC in 1958. Led by R.M.Sobukwe and P.K. Leballo, they formed

the Pan Africanlst Congress in April 195@ (see entry p s

The wiass campatgns and vodlicalisationn of ha ANC v 12 19505 (ecl to Incvemsmb state
achown ageunst it , '&e_ 1950 WA Suppression of Cow\mumsw\
Act was exp11c1tly directed not just at the Communist Party bytLgny mass opposi-

tion to the State. 1In a Mey Day rally organised by the ANC in 1950, to protest

‘against'the Act, a number of workers were shot dead by the police. In the early

1950s prominent ANC office holders including its Secretary-General, Walter Sisulu,
and Deputy President, Nelson Mandela, were banned from holding office in the
organisation, and its President-General, Chled[Lﬁhull was restricted to rural
areas of Natal for long periods. Police broke up the 1955 Congress of the

People on its second day and confiscated all documents. The following year,

the Freedom Charteg was used by the state as basis of a charge of’ Treascn
against 156 leaders of the Congress Alliance. The five-year Treason Trial

ended in the acquittai of all accused, but had the effect of removing the top

- ANC leadership from daily political activity at the time of gathering macs

struggles. 1In April 1960, at the height of an ANC anti-pass campaigg and in
the wake of the Sharpeville massacre a few days prev1ously, the ANC was decla~

" red an "unlawful organisation".

ey

‘seen as early as 1953 and the "M-plan" formulated to provide for illegal exig..

bannin , &
The bag&é%:ng of the ANC frpced it underground. This eventual’y had been for-

tence. 1In some:areas, particularly in the Eastern Cape, where the M-plan had:
long been implemented, the ANC was able to maintain an effective underground
operation. In other areas however, the trénsition from a hﬁghly-visible mass

organisatioﬁ to an illegel, clandestine movement proved puch less effective,
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Despite the benning of the organisation, throughcut 1960 it continued with
efforts to organise legal opposition, in particular an "all in" conference
in Pietermaritzburg, to demonstrate the depth and range of African oppostion

to the regime.

The turn to armed struggle

However the banning of the ANC marked @n irrevocable turning point in its his=
tory. The mass campaigns of the 1950s had been based on a strategic principle
of non-violent resistence (for which the ANC President—- Gener@l, Chief Luthuli
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1960s). Underlying this wes still a belief
that sufficient whites could be won over to non-racielism so as to rid South
Africa of Apartheid. This vision had been guestioned in some gquarters in the
late 1950s. The reaction of the state in 1960¢, the 2%§2£:hnge, Stat%ﬁf Emergen ~
cy and policy of Prime Minister Verwoerd, to erect "walls of granite" against
attempts to undermine apartheid, fipally shifted this non-violent strategy.

In 196C a number of prominent ANC and Congress Alliance leaders were sent:
abroad to form an external mission under the then Deputy-President, Oliver
Tambo. Finally, in 1961, together with the South'African Communist Party,

ANC leaders formed a military wing, Unkhonto we Sizwe, with Nelson Mandela

as its Commander in Chief. Large numbers of cadres left the country for

military treining.

The early actions of Umkhonto were based mainly on sabotage attacks agﬁénst.
state installations. They were designed to prepare the masses for the new,
.violent means of struggle. Again, the state responded with maSsive violence,
and ngw draconian laws. In July 1963 the underground network of the ANC and
Umkhonto was effectively broken when police captured\virtually the entire
leadership in a raid on the Rivonia underground headguarters. 1In the ensuing
"Rivonia-Trial" a number of the top leadership, including Mandela, Sisulu and

Govan Mbeki were sentenced to life imprisonment.

Inside South Africa, the Rivonia triél was followed by a fairly lengthy period
of political inaction. The underground machinery had been severely damaged if
not destroyed, much of ‘the' leadership eénd the middle level cadres were impri-
soned and the ANC was unable immedia %y to recover the initiative or rebuild
itself. For thé rest of the 19605; the external mission of the organisation
became the primary fﬁcus of the ANC.

In the early 1960s, after the collapse of a shortlived "South African United
Front", with the PAC, the external mission developed @ number of basic
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alliances with other African liberation movements and other international
bodies. During this period the ANC was closely identified with FRELIMO,
MPLA, PAIGC SWAPO and'ZAPU, all of which at this stage, had similar inter-
national perspectives and btfoad positions. Much assistances too was forth-

coming from the socialist countries and particularly the Soviet Union.

However the major thrust of ANC military activity in the 1960s was the "wan-
Kie Campaigns' of 1967-8. Wadged jointly with the forces of ZAPU, these cam-
paigns aimed to infiltrate guerillas into South Africa by traversing Zimbabwe.
However the guerillas were soon discovered and & number of major engagements
were fought against the Rhodesian security forces. These incursions were even—
tually contained when the Rhodesians persuaded the South African régime to send
in large-scale reinforcements, and very few ANC guerillas reached South Africa.

Criticism of the Wankie Campaigns was widespread within and outside of the ANC.

At a more general level, the turn to armed struggle itself, and the particular
experience of the Wankie Campaigns, prompted further ideological development
within the ANC. At a consultative conference held at Morogoro in Tanzania in
1969, the previous policy of maintaining separate organisations for various na-
tional groups was abandohed and the external mission of the ANC was opened to
all democrats. The aims and Strétegy of the national revolution were defined
more clearly — the theory of "Colonialism of a Special Type" was adopted as
official policy. This views South Africa as an "internal colony" in which

the white colonizers exploit the black ‘colonised in & capitalist system. The
revolution is'thén seen as having a number of "phases". The broad: purpose

of the military struggle in the first phase of the revolution was defined as
"the complete political and economic emancipation of all our people" along the
.lines set out in the Freedom Charter. However the Strategy and Tactics document
adopted at Morogoro lays great stress on"economic emancipation”" and the "pos—
sibility of a gpeady transition froﬁ formal liberation to genuine and lasting
emancipation". It further stresses the "special role" of the working class as
the guaranter of this transition and one which "constitutes a reinforcing layer

in our struggle for liberation and Socialism”.

‘ faction \
This continuig leftward turn provoked aivefy small/ (Kngwn as "the group of 8")
into the formation of the "ANC (African Nationalist)" in 1975, arguing that the
Morogoro decisions led to #wa domination by white leftists and the replacement
of genuine nationalism by "class struggle". On the other hand, in 1979, another
minute faction calling itself the "Marxist Workers Tendency in the ANC" argued,

that the ANC is"petty bourgeois dominated" and called for it to be transformed
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into a working class party on a "socialist programme". Both the right wing
and ultra-leftist sects argue that the ANC is under "Moscow domination".

The ANC reply to these splinter sects is that it represents gng alliance

of class forces in this "present stage" of the South African rewolution, and
that the main task of this phase is to unite together as broad as possible a
front of democratic, progressive forces to overthrow the Apartheid state.
Moreover it, argues that its commitment to the nationalisation of the mono-
poly industries, the large farms and the mines and banks, contained in the
Freedom Cherter, reveal clearly what séprt of South Africa this national libe-

ration movement envisages.

The early 1970s saw a slow upsurge of mass struggles inside South Africa.

Two streams were particularly important. First was the . steady growth in mili-—
tancy and organised strengtb\of black workers, who had been relatively passive
since the effectivé state destruction of the interral organisation of SACTU

in the mid 1960s. And secoﬁd was the growth of largely student-based black

consciousness oOrganisations (see p ). This growing mass challenge to the

state was ignited by the Soweto uprisings of June 1976 and the general strikes
which followed. The period since Soweto has seen an unprecedented upsurge in
ANC activiéy at all levels, military and public. The result has been to push
the regime &nto the. defensive, behind its " Total Strategy" (see pp - ), and

developing military concept of "area defense" (see p ).

A crucial element in the regime's response, has been intensified repression,
directed both at ANC activistsand other participants in mass struggles. A
number of.captured ANC guerillas have been sentenced to death (unlike the ANC,
the Apartheid state has refused to ratify the provisions of the Geneva Conven—
tion guaranteeing prisoner of war status to combattents in guerilla warfere).
Large numbers of ANC and non—ANC political prisoners have died in police denten-
_ tion. Other activists with ANC connections such as Griffiths Mxengé, have been
murdered in mysterious circumstances. Ext%£3§1%1 Jﬁfi&f?%ﬂ? has initiatii
the assassination of a number of ANC militant;Zin Southern Africa countriesd,
In various ways it has sought to weaken support from the governments of the
region for the ANC. These manoceuvres have'ranged from the so—called "iand
concession" to Swaziland, destabilisation in most countries, to‘outright miii—
taﬁy intervention such a@s the attack on ANC residences in Matola, Mogambigque in

January 1981, and in Maseru Lesotho in December 1982.

'Despite this repression and attacks by the Apartheid state, ANC activity and
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support appears be increasing steadily , leading the regime's Minister of

Justice to complain that "the ANC is everywhere'.

The editor of a pro-Apartheid newspaper,.ggglg, argued in 1982 that the regime
would be forced to negotiate with the ANC. The escalation of ANC activity has
led to increasing international recognition of the ANC as a likely future go-
verning party from groupings a@s diverse a@s the Frontline States and sectors of <

American business.

Important leaders: President-General: O0.R. Tambo
Secretary-General: A.Nzo
Treasure—General: T« N<obi

Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, BGovan Mbeki, all serving life

sentences, are all key ANC leaders.
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THE SDUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY (SAcP) (2)

An underground, cadre party, the SACP, has the "supreme aim" of the esta-
blisment of & socialist South Africa. Its immediate aim is the carrying

out of a National Democratic Revolution to "overthrow the colonialist sta-
te of white supremacy and establish an independent state of national demo-—
crécy in South Africal This national liberation oﬁ(xg;ican people is seen
as the "indispensable hasis for the advance ... to a socialist and commu-—
nist future". The CP is allied in this national revolutionary struggle

with the African National Congress (see p s

Current Thecretical Line and Strategy

The current programme of the SACP was adopted in 1962. 1Its central theore-
tical proposition characterises South Africa as ¢ system of "Internal Colo-
nialim", — "the combination of the worst features both'of imperialism and of
colonialism with a single national frontier", maintained in the interests of
all whites, but particularly the mobnopolies which "are the real power". 1In
this "white colonialist system" the task of the Communist Party "is to lead
the fight for the national liberétion of the non-white people, and for the
victory of the democraiic revolution". For the CP, the main aims and line

of the National Democratic Revolution are defihed in the Freedom Charter.
Whilst declaring that the Freédom Charter is not a programme for socialism"
the party pledges "unqualified support" for thr Charter as "its aims will
answer the pressiﬁg and immediate needs of the'people and lay the indispenqa-
ble basis for the adwvance of our country a@long non—-capitalist lines to a com =

munist and socialist future".

This persﬁective implies further cementing the alliance between the CP and
the ANC,-with the latter as the organisation .of an alliance of classes amongst
the oppressﬁ% Whilst all classes amongst the black oppressed have an inte-—
rest in ending national oppression "they do not share the same goal of the
fundamental treansformation of & liberated South Africa". For the CP, "the
ineevitable victory of the national liberation movement .can only be truly
meaningful and guaranteed if the capitalist system of exploitation, which is
the true foundation and purpoée of racist oppression, is déstroyed". This
implies that within the broad alliance for national liberation "the working
class must be the leading revol&tionary force. This means that the Party ...
must ensure that the end result of the present phase of our struggle is the
winning of People's power and the creation of a state in which the working

class in town and countryéide, and in alliance with the poor peasants, will be
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the leading force".

The current strategy of the CP is based on the armed struggle waged by Umkhonto
we Sizwe (see p ). This is seen as a guerilla strugglévunder the firm con-

trol of the political leadership. Recent issues of the CP journal The African

Communist have carried & debate on "arming the masses" and the perty hes come

out strongly against the insurrectionist strategies advocated by some of its

eritics.,

History 1921 — 1950

The Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA it was called until 1950) was for—

med in July 1921 by the revblutionary wing of the white working class movement.
Much of its early history was characterised by a struggle to resolve for itself
the relarionship between the national gusstion on one h=nd, and socialist revo-
lution on the other. This was a gusstion both of theory and of the practical
political relationship of the Party and its members to the various national

organisationas.
N

The first Programme of the CP defined its immediate goal as "the overthrow

of the capitalist systeﬁ". Advanced white workers were seen as the shock
troops of this socialist revolution. The guestions of racism and national
oppression would be solved under the dictatorship of the proletariat, which
would free al} South Africans from oppression.and exploitation. 1In this vision
the national movements were defined as "bourgeois" organisations, following

a reformist rather than revolutionary nationalist path.

By 1928 however, the vast majority of CP members were Africans. After a fier—
ce struggle within the Party over the national question, the Sixth Congress

of the Communist International intervengé. As a result the CPSA adopted the
position that the National guestiong was at the "foundation of the revolutioﬁi—
wM, whose moving force was[g%ack peasantry, allied with and led by the working
class. Under the slogan of "the independent Native Republic as a stage towards
a workers's and peasants R=public" the CP was n@w to work within the "embr’onic
national movements", especially the ANC, to transform it into a "fighting
‘nationalist revolutionary organisation against the whité bourgeoises and

British imperialists, based on trade unions and peasant organisations etc".
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The period after the adoption of the Native Republic Programme was one of

deep sectarianism., Membership shrank from 1.750 in 1928 to 150 in 1935.
Attempdts to influence the ANC, after a brief period of success under the ro-
dical Gumede leadership of the:/ANC 1927-30, floundered when conservative ele-
ments captured control of the ANC in 1930. Likewise, great progress in orga-
nising African workers into independent trade unions also floundered during the
depression, under intense state repression and the expulsion of most leading

trade unionists from the Party. For much of the 1530s, the CP was in decline.

Resucitation began towards enel of the 1930s, as the CP concentrated on buil-
ding a United Front of all groups, (not Jjust the peasants and workers of the
1928 Programme) against Fascism. During the Second World War, the intensifi-
cation of mass struggles at all levels, and particularly the rapid growth of a
militant African Trade Union movement, stimulated the rapid growth of the CPSA.
CP candidates were elected to various municipalities, and also to Pariiament
as "Native Representatives". Cooperation with the ANC on specific issues, such
as the formation of an African Mine Workers'Union, and an anti-pass Campaign,
began anew,

During this perioc the CP °resisted attempts:by Trotskyist and other groups

to by-pass the still largely reformist ANC,‘and establish a more "radical"
Non—-European Unity Mcvement (see p ). Leading CP members such as Moses
Kotqne and J.B. Marks were elected into the ANC Nationzl Executive. CP lea-

dership of the trade union struggle dgring this period culmineted in a strike .

-of 100.000 African mineworkers in Auguét 1946. Though the strike did not achie

ve any of its demands, it significantly altered the direction of the ‘national

liberation struggle, leading to a turn to the masses by the ANC.

By the end of the 1940s the CP was moving towards a new fhgory of the South
African revolution. The 1950 Congress argued that, "the distinguishing feature
of South Africa. is that it combines the characteristics of both an imperialist
state and a colony within a single, indivisible geographicel, political and
economic entity". This led to the conclusion that"... the national organisations
must be transformed into a revolutionary party of workers peagants, intellec-
tuals and petty bourgeoisis ... in alliance with the class consc1ous European
workers and intellectuals". This was to be achieved by "relatlng the struggle
against racial discrimination to the struggle against capitalism by showing

that the colour bar is primarly a techniqué,of exploitation for private pro-

fit, by empheasising the unity of interests that exist between workers of all
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races and by ensuring the dominant role of class conscious workers in the

national movement",

In May 1948, the Nationalist Party came to power pledged to "destroy communism",
The Suppression _of Communism Act of ﬂi%@ outlawed the Communist Party.

Dominated by what its official history terms, ." a certain tendency to lega-
listic illusions", the CP had taken no effective st@ps to prepare for illegal
work. The Cegtral Executive Committee decided by a majority vote to disband the
CP in June 1980. However most former members remained active within the national
and trade union movements, and after some debate, the party was reformed under—

ground in 1953, now as the South African Communist Party (sAcP).

The CP Underground 1953 to theipresent

The SACP defined its prime task after 1953-as that of "combining legal mass
work with the illegeal work of building the Marxist—leninist Party". The re- ‘
formation of the CP was not announced public!ily until 1960, although a theo-

retical journal, The African Communist, first appeared in 1959. The party

‘concentrated on working within the various orgenitions of the Congress allian-
ce, and transforming them in the direction outlined by the 1950 Central Commi-
teé‘ report. This led to freguent attacks by the Africanist element in the
ANC who argued that the‘Congress alliance was "Communist dominated".

After the banning of the ANC in'Apnil 1960 new strategic perspectives were
imperative5 In 1961, the CP ?RF ANC leaders togéther formed a military or—
ganisation, Umkhonto we Sizwe/(Spear of the Nation) to "carry on the struggle
for freedom and democracy by Bew methods".
.Initially; this involved a sabotage campaign, but by 1962 the party was moving
towards a theory of guerrilla war. The formation of MK marked,the beginnings
. of the armed struggle now based on a new formal organisaticnal alliance between
the Communist Party and the ANC. The formation of.Umkhonto was complemented by
adopting & new programme at the underground 1962 Congress. This developed the
.position of 1930 into the "Theory of Internal Colonialism" (see above p )
and pledged théxparty's support for the immediate demands set out in the Free-
dom Charteg. Hére too the party's conception of guerrilla struggle was el-

laborated.
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Together with the ANC, the SACP suffered a series of peverses .n the 1560s.

In 1963 the entire High Command of Umkhonto we Sizwe including many senior

CP cadres, were arrested at Rivonia)sentenced to longterms of imprisonment,
and the underground organisation effectvely smashed.

In 1966 another crucial CP leader, Braam Fischer, was also sentenced to life

.imprisonment. The recovery from these blows was slow and only became apparent

after the Soweto E;rising. However an assegment of the current strength

of the CP is extremely difficult, given itsnature as an underground cadre
party allied to the ANC. Critics of both the ultraleft and right have argued
that the CP "controls" the ANC.

On the nhe hand, nationalists of the PAC and "Group of 8, have argued that

"our national struggle has beenhjacked by the white communists of the SACP".

On the other hand, various Trotskyisti;:;qms have alleged that the CP has aban-
doned working class politics and developed a petty bourgeois nationalism. To
this the CP replies that as an organisation of overwhelmingly African working
class members, its vanguard role consists of stiﬁgthening "the national movement
as the major mass organisational force". As such it retains ig% separate -dider~
tity and independence and works to ensure the leading role of the working class

in the natisrnal struggle.

Leadrdes: Chairman: Dr. Yussuf fdewn Dadoo

eve) Secv

GennasL:e“v&oses Mabhideo

Many important CP leaders are impriszpned.
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POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS BASED/THE INDIAN COMMUNITY = SOUTH AFRICAN
A
INDIAN CONGRESS; NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS; TRANSVAAL ANTI-S.A. INDIAN

COUNCIL COMMITTEES (3)

The first of the above named organisations operated from the 1920s until the
mid 1960s, becoming in its latder years a member of the ANC-led Congress
Alliance. The latter are internally oper@ting progressive organisations
formed in the 1970s and 1980s which have been prominent in the struggle
against the puppet, state-sanctioned South African Indian Council and at-
tempts to "coopt" classes within the Indian community as part of the 'ﬁbtal

Strategy".

Political organisation within the Indian community dates back to the formation

of the Natal Indian Congress by Mahatma Ganchi in 1894. The NIC Hevelaped the

tactic of passive resistancet‘)later uszd in the independence struggle in india)
in campaigns against discriminatory legislation affecting persons of Indian ori
gin. The SA Indian Congress itself was formed in 1920 as a merger of Indian

Congresses of Natal, the Transvaal and’the Cape.

For nearly a guarter of a century from its foundation the SA Indian Congress
was, like the ANC, dominated b; "moderates" seeking essentially better terms

for a petty bourgeois minority within the existing form of state. It began to
change, however, following the passage of two laws - the "P:gging Act" of 1943
and the "Ghetto Act" of 1946 - by the Smuts government. The former Act prohi-
bited the further acquiSifion of land in the Durban area by persons of Indian
origin. The latter demarcated certain areas in which persons of Indian origin
were totally prohibited from owing land.

Although both measures limited property rigﬁts and thus hit particularly at petty
bourgeois interests, the Acts were correctly seen as the first move in an offen—
sive by the State to intensify the national oppression of all persons of Indian
origin. They thus had the effect of mobilising resistance from a broader range
of class forces than those most immediately affected. ’

Within the SA Indian Congress the leadership paéged, as in the case of the ANG,

Kk to more radical elements favouring mass action. When it became. k§nown in 1944

that the then Chaiman of the SA Indian Congress, A.I. Kaje%, had been negotiating
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with Smuts for a suspension of the "Pegging Act" in return for acceptance of

a licencing board ta "control" the occupation by Indians of houses formerly
occupied by whites, a storm of protest erupted both within the Congress and

the Indian community at large. Younger leaders like Dr. Yussuf Dadoo, cur-
rently chairman of the SA Communist Party, and Dr. G.M.Naicker denounced

the agreement as tantamount to "voluntary segregatiorﬂk!h;bermed an Anti-
Segregation Council to agitafe for adult 54%rage on a common roll., Within

a short time the anti-Segregation faction won control of the Congress and
Naicker became chairman of the Natal Indian Congress, whilst Dadoo became
president of the Transvaal section. Under its new leadership the SA Indian
Congress organised a number of passive resistance campaigns and a strike of
Indian workers and traders in 1946.

Another important development during this period was the ;E::::;;dihiﬂﬂk

unity in struggle with ,other nationally oppreseed groups. Prior to 1943 the

SA Indian Congress had opposed any such moves., Afterwords, however, it sougnt
to form alliances with organisations representing "coloureds" and Africans. At
first, for a brief period it sought to do this through the Non European Unity
Movement, (see p ). However, under the leadership of Dadoo and Naibker, it
left the Unity Movement cbmplaining that its leadership wished to "isolate the
African National Congress" and turned instead to the ANC. An important indice-
tion of the new pattern of alliances.came in 1947 with the signing of the famous
Xuma-Dadoo-Naicker pact providing for joint action between the SA Indian Congress
and the ANC. |

The "radicalisation" of the SA Indian Congress and drive for unity continued
after the coming to power of the Nationalist Party regime in 1948. The SA In-
dian Congress took a promin%nt part in the defiance campaign of 1952 and even-—
tually in 1953 joined with the ANC, the coloured Peoples' Congress and the

Congress of Democrats to form the Congress Alliance.

Throughout the 50s and 60s the SA Indian Congress participated in all-the various
struggles waged by the Congress Alliance. A number of its leaders were charged
along with leaders of other Congresses in the Treaspn Trial of 1953—1960, \hth

the formation of Umkhonto we Sizwe in 1961 a number of SA Indian Congress mili-

tants became involved in the sabotage campaign. " Not surprisingly the SA Indian

"Congress became a victim of the wave of repression launched by the state parti-

cularly after Sharpeville. Altough, like SACTu; the SA Indian Congress itself
was never banned, many of its leaders were jailed, imprisoned or exiled and

its activities paralyzed.
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This remained the situation until 1971 when a group led by Merwa Ramgobin
revived the Natal Indian Congress as an internally operating force. The
NIC's current president is George Sewpersadh who was banned between 1972 and

1978 and has since been detained several times.

The NIC has campaigned against the puppet South African Indian Council and
against all proposals to incorporate persons of Indian origin in some new
"constitutional dispensation" which excludes other nationally oppressed groups.
In 1979 it was prominent in se2E£$Mg°p&‘arleméﬂfé-;gggé§£ﬁwgal&f‘l_fg%“s‘esl}'saSl;:‘c'):n;tke
mittee, but without doubt its/elections for the puppet South African Indian.
Council in 19@1.

The NIC toock the lead,[?romoting the establishment of Anti-SAIC Committees
throughout Natal and the Transvaal. The Anti-SAIC campaign rapidly became a
mass movement raising wider issues than the Indian Council. Uéing the Freedom
Cherter as its shadow constitution,; the Anti-SAIC movement set out as its main
ideal the "unitinvg of all people interested in a democratic South Africa". Per—
sonalities such as. Albertina Sisulu, wife of jailed ANC leader Walter Sisulu,
and Albertinab“*™!! widow of former ANG President‘ZAlber{c Luthuli, addressed mee-
tings atﬁm ANC symbols were prominent.

In terms of immediate objectives the Anti-SAIC campaign scored a notable success.
lIn the"elections" h@ld in November 1981 a derisory e 10% percentega poll was
recorded and in some constituencies the poll was as low as Eﬁrevcev\t .

‘ In Moy ' reared
Ae—bme—peatrmine=al 1983 the revived-mf=tme Transvaal Indian Congress was/e—
oeexoeed. Both the Natal and Transvaal Indian Congresses have been prominent’ in
awmmeryer the establishment of a United Democratic Front to oppose thé imple=

mentation of the three chamber parliament proposed by the regime (see p Ja
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The Pan Africanist of Azania (PAC) (4)

: the mest quiTable
to alleviate pressure on the land... (and) a policyJee "the fdll develoment
of the human personality". : \

A banni ° )

J After its begégskag in 1960, the PAC claimed responsgbility for a series of

P

The PAC is the second organisation recognised by the Organisation of Afri-
can Unity (DAU) as a force in the South African liberetion struggle. It
was formed in 1959 when the "Afribanist" element left the ANC claiming

that it was controlled by "leftists" and the Whites and Indians of the Con-
geg¥ Alliance, and voicing strong objections to the Freedom Charter. 1In the
1960s, the PAC officially adopted "Maoism",ae—ite—idesiesieat—arientation,
It waged a Jestber campaign of vilification against the ANC, the South Afri=
can Communist Party, and the Soviet Union - which it claimed was manipula-
ting the South African struggle. By 1972 it was pleading for a united front
with the ANGC, whilst intensif. g its attacks on the SACP, "white Marxist
confusionisty" and the Soviet Union. D-‘O“ee‘m this ea= also involved a sharp
attack on Angola, descfibed by a PAC journal as a "sociaY%ascist" state.

Based on a strong Pan-Africanist ideology, the PAC identifies its "uktimate
goal" as the achievement of "Africanist Socialist Democracy". This is defi-
ned politically as "government of the Africans, by the Africans for the Afri-

cans"; economically as "the rapid extension of industrial develoment in order

attacks by an organisation calling itself‘fEEEL("oursetves"). Grandiose plans
for an "armed uprising" in 1963 were "betrayed" (in the words of an official
PAC publication) by its Acting-President, Potlako Leballo, and the remnants
of its underground organisation destroyed. fSince then the PAC has been best
known for its bitter and generally violent internal struggles, involving the
death of a number of prominent PAC cadres. Following the murder in 1979 of
a member of its Presidential Council by loyalists of another Facfion, the then
Chairman of the PAC ,—iweet-ie=s, told the DAU Liberation Commiftee.that the i
PAC has split into "two well armed factionﬁ(ggg ‘aéh'against each other", and
thekgangsterism and gross indiscipline were rife in the organisation. An
attempt to purge and restructure the PAC under a new Chairman Johrn Pokela -
appointed in 1981 - has not ended the violent struggles. A member of its
central committee resigned in 1982 claiming that there were, "irreconcilable

differences" in the leadership, and that the PAC was "falling apart".

“39Rirenespwo {Marean go uoyn At
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Early roots

The roots of ‘the PAC go back to the formation of the "Africanist" movement
within the ANC Youth League in the 1940s (fes—mewc—cetais sce p 00O ).

While the Youth |eague's Africanism represented a number of diferent tenden-—
cies, the PAC stood firmly in the tradition of its strongly individualist and
powerfully anti-communist tr@nd. The adoption of the Youth League's Prdgramme
of Action" as the official ANC Progrémme in 1949, marked the first step in a
move towards the masses by the ANC. 'However, the direction this took in the
1950s - involving organisational cooperetion with other democratic movements,
institutionalised in the Congress Alliance, @& growing stress on the organisa-
tion of Afri@an workers and finally the adoption of the Freedom Charter by the
ANC as its official programme in 1956 — aroused very sﬁarp opposition. A small
faction led by Potlako Leballo, A.P.Mda and Robert Sobukwe,llabelled therselves
"Africanist" and launched a fierce struggle within the Ahﬁyﬁgfgcy,of "authentic

African nationalism".

Their differences with the mainstream of Congress were many. They charged that
the "nationalist" orientation bf.the ANC's 1949 Progiremme of Action had been
abandoned by a new "léksist" leadership under Chief Luthuli. They were violently
opposed to the formatien of the Feemettorr—of—sae Congress Alliance, alleging
that whites and Indians had taken over the direction of the struggle and that
these "aliens" were interested only in preventing the "indigenous" African mejo-
rity gaining their rightful control of "Azania" (as they termed South Africa).
This was mingled-with a militant anti-cammunism, and the allegation that due to
the "infiltration" of the ANC by the allegedb"white" Communist Party‘— through
the Congress of Democrats — the genuine nationalist struggle had been hijacked.
In the words of Potlako Leballo, later to be thé PAC Acting~President and Chair-
man for some 17 years,_AFricans "ﬁhmw these peopie to bg leftists and when they
want to fight for our rights these people weaken us. This is bec8Buse they use
campaigns for their own ends and also because the government will not listen to

our requests and demands because of their own outlook".

These differences were finally concretised in the violent rejectioﬁ by the
Africanists of the Freedom Cﬁarter. They objected firstly to its provision
that "South African belongs to &1l who 1198 in it black and white", and secon-
dly to the "leftist" economic clauses of the Charter, which called for the
nationalisation of the mines, banks, monopoly industries and large farms. A
later PAC journal condemned the Chartér as "the most notorious document ever to
be produced in the aﬂtire colonial history of Africa. It is a fraudulent docu-
ment which attemptsto betray the national aspiratioris of the Black people of
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Azania". Beyond these policy differences, there were wide divergences on stretegy
and tactics. Accusing the ANC leadership of inactivity, the Africanists cal-

led for "planned progremmatic ACTION". Opposing the ANC's economic campaigns,
their journal "The Africanist" argued that the focus of this action should be

"eur immediate battle for STATUS ... next year we are going to put & stop to

the terms #Boys and Girls'...(in shops) we will demand DUR STATUS as customers".

(emphasis in original).

Formation and Strategy

The Africanists were strongest in the Transvaal. When their attempt to take
over the Transvaal ANC leadership collapsed, in November 1558 they split from
the ANC and formed the PAC in April 1959. Its new President, Robert Mangalise
Sobukwe spelled out the PAC!'s differences with the ANC as follows: "To us the
struggle is a national struggle. Those of the ANC who are its active policy
makers, ‘maintain ... that eurs is a class struggle. We are according to them
oppressed as WORKERS, both white and black.

«.. We claim Afrike for the Africans; the ANC claims South Africa for all".
Proclaiming Africanism to be "A Third Force", its "historic tasks" were defined
in strongly Pan Africanist terms, aiming at the creation of a "United States of

Afrika", and the achievement of Africanist Socialist Democracy".(defined above
- ). ; .
The PAC strategy for liberetion was based on a perception of the need to bring
ébout a "mental revolution",émongst Africans; in which they would lose their
"slave mentality". Itgmajor campaign was therefore the campaign for status.
Answeriné accusations that his organisationg was more concerned with status;
f "being addressed as Sirs and Mesdames", than the economic plight of the African
. people, Sobukwe replied that "such a@allegations can only come from those who
think of the African as an economic animal - as a th1ng to be fed - and not as
/( a human being ... (these) people have no idea what%ver of the AFr':Lcan persona—
lity". This status campaign went hand in hand with & powerful rhetorical mili-

tancy, which led ANC leaders to accuse the PAC of "black racialism".

Throughtout 1959 the PAC sought to build an organised base for itself. Its fi
‘”*Z'égngress was told that it had 314000 members, but also that apert from the Wes—
tern Cape, its organisation was extremely wesk. The bulk of support from the
PAC was drawn from younger elements of the African petty bourgeoisie and lumpen
proletarians. The PACS attempt:§ to organise workers reveal very glearly its

class orientation &t the time. Its "Secretary of Labour", J.D.Nyaose formed
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/<{ the Federation of Free Trade/Unions of South Africe (Fofatusa)in June 1959, with
the assistance of the anti-communist ICFTU (see p ). Fofatusa aimed to repre-
sent African workers on an "all-African" basis, in an organisation free from
"eftist infiltration". It attacked SACTU for its recognition that politics
and trade unionism were inseparable in South Africa, and argued that SACTU was
the tool of the "Congress Multiracialists". Fofatusa affiliated to the ICFTU

in 1959, but was never to prdve a viable organisation.

The existance of the PAC as.a legal organisation was shortlivéd. After refusing
an ANC invitation to join the National Anti-Pass campaign to begin on March 30
1960, it announced its own such campaign for the 21st of March under the slogan
"no bail, no defence, no fine". Police opened fire on a PAC demonstration at Shar
peville killing 69 people. Most PAC leaders were arrested when they handed in
their passes to the police. In April 1960, together with the ANC, the PAC was

declared an unlawful organisation.

i
PAC .Underground and in Exile

Possessing only a skeletal brganisation and with most of its leaders impriso-—

ned, the PAC was unable to organise effectively undergfound. Its centre of
activities shifted to outside of Sbuth Africa. In 1962'a "consultative éonference"
decided to organise For an armed uprising in 1963. Armed attacks on whites and’
policemen by groups calling themselves PORO were claimed to Have been organised
by the PAC. The planned uprising was_"betrayed"'When the acting—President
Leballo (Sobukwe& was in prison) called a press conference in Maseru, Bas:tholahd,
at which he announced thet the PAC had mobilised 150,000 people for an uprising.
in 1963. Large numbers of PAC supporters were arrested,_and a number were sen—
tenced to death for their part in POQO attacks. The last known atfémpt of the
PAC to infiltrate guerillas into South Africa occured in 1968 when a column of

12 men entered Mozambigue. A press statement by Le@ballo and David Sibeko aler—

ted the regime, and the column disappeared.

The characteristié features of PAC politics in exile have been those of intense
sectarianiém and bitter internal division. Rapidly forgetting ij% attacks on
"leftists", class analysis 'generally, and the "rigid totalitarism" for ﬁhich

Sobukwe had comdemned Chinese Communism in 1959, in the wake of the Sino%Soviet
@plit the PAC officially adopted "Maoism"., It occasionally labled itself the

/<' "Marxis@—Lehinist vanguard party" of éiﬁEQ:Zaaaesﬁ yét this did not produce

& coherent class analysis of South African gociety. For the PAC Suth Africa
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remained a colony in which a "foreign congueror" exploited and oppressed the
"indigenous owrers". It continued to uphold the ?SZ; Programme of Actiong as the
correct revolutionary Programme for South Africé: later expanding this to
include the 1928 Programme of the Communist Party, drawn up by the Comintern

— ignoring the fact that the latter guarante the rights of "national minori=
ties" (previously anathema to the PAC) and called for an alliance of black

and white workers together with the African peasantry and "revolutionary"

petty bourgeoisie against imperialism and its black allies. A neﬁ programme
entitled the "New Road of Revolution" was also edopted, but subseguently "banned"
by the Acting-President. "%ﬂ% literature of the PAC makes no reference to this

h brogramme

A central facet of this 1960s "Maoism" lay in the vilification of the ANC as
white and Moscowcontrolled. Its ally, the SACP was attacked as "a handful of
false communists whdse career and business in life.is arting,frustrating and
defeating the unity of our national liberation movement, preventing the Azanian
Revolution, oppressing some African leaders in the Azanian struggle and ensuring
the permanence of white supremacy and privilege in our country. The SACP has
never done a stitch of good work in our country throughout its years of exis-
t@nce. Having failed to bring us liberation, it is perpetually making certain
that nobody else will do so. It is reactionary through and through". Together
with this sharp 'sectarianism went a claim that the PAC virtually controliled the
Black Consciousness movement. This was allegedly shown by the xﬁﬁ of thé PAC
name for South Africa — Azania — by the BGM} and in its stress on psychological

liberation and excluzion of whites.

Internal Struggles

This sectarianism was complemented by a series of bitter internal struggles
which have racked the PAC from 1962 to the present. It is impossible to trace

nd[i'mnnewl rolo: #
all these. Many centered on the personality~aad)301itiCjzgf the Acting—Presi-
dent after 1962, Potlako Leballo. '

The most serious of these struggles erupted in 1977 following the arrest
and later trial of what seemed to ‘have been the entire underground PAC appara-
tus in South Africa. This caused a;deep strategic divisiong within the PAC. One
group around the Chief of the High Gommand of the PAC "army", Templeton Ntantala,
favoured a policy of protracted "peoples'war". A group around Leballo, allegsdly
based mainly on new recruits ffom the Soweto uprising, were said to favour ar—
med confrontations with the Apartheid State within the cities of South Africa.

Tha Leballo group engineered a coup, and despite their minority position within
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the PAC central committee, expelled the Ntantala faction. This laffer/then formed

itself into the Azanian People's Revolutionary Party (APRP) and claimed that
Leballo and at least two other members of the PAC Central Committee had long

been in the pay of various Western intelligence groups.

In May 1979, Leballo's hitherto closest allies, David Sibeko and Vusi
Make finally ‘engirieered their own coup. Leballo was removed from the "Chai-

menship" (which he had assumed after the death of Sobukwe in 1978) and repla-

ced by a 3-man "Presidential Council". A month later, a member of this Council,

Sibeko, was assassinated by pro-lLeballo elements. The new PAC Chaiman, Vusi Make

told the Liberation Committee of the OAU that the PAC was split into two well-
—armed warring factions and that gangsterism and indiscipline were rife within
the organisation. Attempts were made to purge all Leballo supporters, but
without much success. 1In early 1981, Meke was himself replaced as Chairman
by‘dohn Pokela and a reorganisation of the PAC announced. The APRP members
were readmitfed, but Leballo apparently retained strong support within the PAC
camps. A number of attempts on the 1life of Pokela have been reported (and not
all of them deried). In April 1982, former SASO President and the then PAC
Director of Foreign Affairs and permanent UN Representative, Henry Isaabs,
resigned from the Central Committee and the PAC claiming that "irreconciliable

differences" in the leadership were leading to the "falling apart" of the PAC.

Sincethe I‘IBOS”\'- hm&a‘u ‘n? *“a

The organlsatlon is now in profound crisis. I%e-recogn tion by the O U as a %
"South African Liberation Movement" is in ee®dees jeopardy. The Frontline sta-
tes have effectively ignored~it despite historicassiss-vemy sdeee links between
the PAC and the ruling parties in Zimbabwe and Tanzania.

Throughout the growing disintegration of the PAC in the 1970s, it has advocated
a "united front" of all "African revolutionaries". . This position received
strong support from Nigeria, Libya, Tanzania and other states within the OAU.

At-one stage, in 1979, unity of the ANC and PAC was formally recommended by the

OAU Liberation Committee. The beleagured Pokela leadership continues to advocate

this programme, claiming that it is presently involved in talks about the crea-

(Howevev 1k
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tion of a united guerilla front with the ANC?- This is hotly denied by the ANC

o
which, since the failure of a shq@lived "United Front" in the 196Cs, has refused

to countenance joining the "splittist forces" of'the PAC, arguing that it was not

ANC's task "to carry PAC people on its.back into the battle front".
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The Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) (5)

.Only blacks could liberete blacks through the harnessing of the collective

‘must be excluded". This was eventually concretised in a 30-Point "Black

- African capitalism in class terms and open support for the liberation move-

. mulations and prescriptions of the old BEM, other and particularly student

The term conventionally used to describe both the ideology of "Black Cons—
ciousness! developed primarly by black students after 1968, and the various
organisations and groupings which sprang up in its wake‘“m k"‘m"S@r
all mayov BC ovaanizathions w Odober 1977,

The central tenet of black consciousness held that "heeske-et-sodoeme b\u;kg
_by whith Wwoas meant

émlhﬁ:ﬁmﬁﬁ:ém, Africans, Indians and so-called colouredsy

had to liberate themselves psychologically and shed the slave mentality in—

duced both by institutionalised racism and white liberalism. This implied

a rejection of all "white", i.e.

Eurocentric, values and the inculcation of & positive "Black" WOrIQLiew.

energies of all blacks in "solidarity-in-action".

All black consciousness organisations accepted the proposition that "in all

matters relating to the struggle towards realising our aspirations, whites

Communalism" programm2, adopted in April 1976.

Throughout the period from its inception in 1969 to the banning of all

the then existing BC organisations in October 1977, the BCM was based pri-
marily on the urban black petty bourgeoisie. It did seek however to develop
a wider base in the community. As a loose amalgam of Drganisationgaﬁd ten—
dencies, the BCM always assumed a contradictory.character; Some BC organisa- .
tions and prominent ieaders frequently gave vent to reformist and pro—capita;
list sentiments and encodraged the growth of black business. On the other
hand, the BCM came to mubiiise militant, and sbmetimes mass opposition to the
Apartheid regime - seen most clearly in its central influence in the Soweto
uprisings of June 1976. Shortly before the.DctDber 1977 bannings of all BC

organisations, certain elements were moving towards an analysis of South

ment. Mﬁe BCM played a vital role in shattering the long
period of political passivity Which followed the smashing of the underground
organisation of the liberation movement in 1964.
\_'m 1977 new oTnlzuhov S
Following the banning of the black consciousness Drganisationi{develo—

ped. While one of these (AZAPO - see p ) remains largely within ‘the for-

organisations have now acknowledged that BC was an important stage in the
development of an analysis for liberation, but one whiech has now been super-—

ceded by a class analysis of South African capitalism (see entries on Azaso
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and Cosas pp - ). Finally a small rump established an exile group known

as the Black Consciousness Movement of Azania (BCMA).

Formation and early Develoment 1969-72

The Black Consciousness movement emerged in the late 1960s with the birth of
the South African Students Organisation (SAS0) in 1969. Dominated by a new
generation of student activists, it marked the first break in the long period
of political passivity after the suppression of the liberation movement in the

early 1960s. SAS0 was formed by black students previously affiliated to the

National Union of South Africa Students (HUSAS),'but who had grown tired of

what they saw as the paternalism of it dominant liber&lism and its major con-
cern with issues affecting white, students. As one spokeman put it: "It does
not help us to see several guiet 'black faces in a multi-racial gathering which
ultimately concentrates on what the white 'students believe are the needs of
black students". SAS0 initially recognised NUSAS as the n3tiongl students"
organisation, but withdrew completely in 1970 to unit@black students to confront

. the problems they encountered,both as students and as part of the oppressed com-—

munity. It pledged to promete community awareness, capabilities, achievement
and pride. '

For its first thfee yeras of existénce, SA3)'s major focus lay on winning the
support of all black students. This was primarly achieved through mobilising
students in terms of the emerging Black Consciousness philosophy. Black Cons—
ciousness was described as "an irfeversible process of self—-understanding and
self-assertiveness of black peocple in the face of én oppressive socio-political
structure imbosed by the white govermment.; a philosophy that translates itself

into ective opposition to government policies intent on estranging black people

. from themselves and therefore an active resistance to every form of injustice

meted but to blacks; a philosophy which expresses and ensures bleck solida-
rity". This implied a rigid exclusion of all whites from participating in its
activities. The role of sympathetic whites was "to fight for their own free-

dom, educate their white brothers and serve as lubricating material".

This early perioé,of the develoment of BC, was marked by  intenmses ideological |
discussions, SASOYs members came from varied political backgrounds ranging from
the ANC, the PAC, Unity Movement and the Liberal and Progressive parties. The
role and poliecies of all these groups were hott}y debated by the new black
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student leadership. The line which eventually emerged reflected a number of
different political tendencies. However the dominant tendency took a sharply
anti-class line. This was best summed up by the late Steve Biko, sometimes
known as "the father of black consciousness“"“(some people) tell us that the
situation is a class struggle rather than a race one. Let them go to Van
Tonder in the Free State and tell him this. We believe, we know what the

problem is and will stick by our findings".

Tun to the Community 1972-75

The emergence of SAS0 was at first mistakenly welcomed the state as a manifes-—
. tation of "separate develoment" theory. As a result, SAS]) was given a measure
of officiallrecognition at the strictly controlled black universities, teachers
tr%éning colleges and seminaries. However the organisations's increasingly mi-
litant posture and anti-state Thetoric brought head on confrontation in 1972.

A militant speech by an important SAS0 leader, Onkgopotse Tiro, led to a mas—
sive student expulsions ancd everswadss prolonged student's strikes at all

black campuses. The result was to propel SASO into attempts to move out of

its narrow studant base. Its 1972 conferences discussed "at length, the gulf '

between the intellectual elite and the people of the ordinary black community".

A number of new organisations were formed to implement cleser community links.
The Black Peoples's Convention (BPC) was established as a general political

wing of the BCM. Its early aims were limited to inculcating Black pride and
self help, to break the white stranglehold on priviledge and opportunity, era—
aicate'racial prejudice and create a truly "plural society in which all shall be

equal before the law",

Following the 1972-73 strikes in Durban, the Black Allied Workers'Union (BAWU)
was set up on an explicity Black Consciousness programme, to win workers! sup;
port for the movvement. BAWU was strongly opposed to mobilising workers in
terms'of their class interests, but emphasized rather their common oppression
with all blacks. Stressing the personal development of workers, BAWU argued,
that it was not its intention "to hold the economy of the country to ransom
by organising illegal strikes and‘making unreasonable demands for political
reasons, but to raise the productivity of black workers by sponsoring trai-

ning courses and training centres for black youth".
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Despite extravagant membership claims and strong financial support from the
US Labour Movement (AFL-CIO), BAWU never emerged as & significant force

in the mushrooming trade unior movement of the period. Its General Secre-
tary, Dreke Koka, had strong links with various social-democratic organisa-—

tions in Europe, and particularly, West Germany.

The post-1972 turn to the community also saw the establishment of the Black
Community Programmes. These aimed to generate self-help programmes especially
in the rural areas, and thus to forge links of "solidarity in acticn" between
urban intellectuals and "the ordinary black people". Other important areas

of BC activity during this period were in theatre and other cultural programmeg
and the elaboration of "Black Theology". This latter was based on the guestion
that "in terms of our(giggriénce as blacks in South Africa, to what extent is
Jesus Christ identified with the plight of the black oppressed masses?"

The period 1972-5 saw Black Consciousness move out of its narrow student base,
to establish itself as perhaps the predominant political influence amongst the
black petty bourgeoisi€ as a whole. Its influence extended far bqgond the

membership of its own organisations. Even the collaborationist elements which
sat in the politicel strucutres created by the Apartheid regime felt compelled
to adopt the terminology of Black Conciousness. Soweto Urban Bantu Councillor

‘David Thebahali for example claimed to support BC efforts "to overcome a fee-

ling of psychological insecurity that-had been induced by whites and to stand

on their own feet, working for self-help, self reliance and self-determination”.

But the interpretation of these activities differed widely. For some,
they were a call to establish black business. Thus in an ironicel echo of the
strategy of the Afrikener nationalist Reddingsdaadbohd of the 19405; which

aimed “tas estéblish Afrikaner cahital by mobilising gll Afrikaners on a natio-
nalist basis, Steve Biko érgued that "we need to take another look at how best
to usé our OwWn economic'power; little aé,£5f§eems. Weungg seriously examine
the possibility of establishing business, cooperatives/profits will be ploughed
back into community develoment programmes. We should think along such lines
as the "buy black" campaign once suggested in Johannesburg and establish our
own banks for the benefit of the community". The National African Faderated
Chambers of Commerce (NAFCOC’'— see p ) openly used BC sentiments to attrect
savings to its African Bank, arguing that théﬂblack businessmen should have
prior access to black morney: "The black businé€ss sector, although keenly inte-
rested in the buying power of their people, are not in a position to compete

against the better trained and more competitive white retail outlets ... It
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is the black people themselves who must solve this problem",

The overall economic policy of the mainstream of the BCM was elaborated in
the "black communalism" programme adopted by the BPC in 1976. This modified
version of traditional African economic life" was essentially a programme for
a mixed economy with some state regulation of key sectors. The state would
govern the use of land, setﬁyp communal villages, and rent land to private
farmers and other intitutiaé. Some centralised planning would be instituted,
"strategic industries" and "major corporations" would fall under state regu-
lation. Private undertakings would also be encouraged. Trade unions would

be recognised on a "craft basis".

Some of the different emerging tendencies and conflicts in 'the BCM came into

the open at a convention called in December 1974 to achieve black soiidarity
and outline a "programme of action for the liberation of blacks". At.jgis Black
Renaissance Convention, the militants of SAS0 and BPC clashed strongly with

more moderate delegates. The organising secretary of the GConventiori accused
them of "doctrinaire blacker than thou—ism®, and of dividing the conference. By
1975, the very ideological successes of the BCM and its achievement of a level
of "Black Solidarity" intensified the strong contradictions within its often-
amorphous formulations  and prescrlptlons and Bhe—amergence—a+~ clear strategic

divi sums&mevyc(

Its most militant sections remained the students and particularly the ~
school students organised in the South African Students'MDvement (SASM) With
the formation of locelly based Students.

Representatlve Councils in many yeaye, the BC movement played a cru01a1 role
in pushing forward a struggle agalnst the imposition of the Afrikaans langua-—

ge under Bantu Education.

The outbreek of the Soweto uprisings in June 1976 led to even deeper in-
volvement with these committees and the formation of other BC organisations
such as the Black Parents'Association (BPA). The Soweto uprisings to some
extent also revealed the limitations of the BCM ideologically and gfrategical—_
ly. Most significant here was the crucial initial failure to organise the
suppofﬁ of hostel-based migrant workers for the students'struggle, a failure
which the police wére able to use to manipulate some hostel workers into violent
attacks on the striking students. This was overcome later when a clear recog-

nifion emerged of the need to organise workers in terms of their own specific
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interests and positions, and led to two highly successful ganerél strikes
in August and September 1976.

Bannings and the rethinking of Bdick Consciousness post 1977
= 4

The Soweto uprisings and the brutality of the state response, cryﬁtallised
further political developments within the BC movement. Many indiduals left
the country to join the ANC or a small®“%cale the PAC.

Internally, it led to a rethinking of 22: 2&23?—race issue., SAS0 attacked
the formation of the Urban Foundatio \in Sgtgbei;g976 as an attempt to divi-
de blacks along class lines. But the clear asbempt by the state and mono-
poly.capital to win the support of the black middle class raised the class
issue sguarely within the BCM. The 1976 SASD Congress attacked "this as— :
piring black middle class" for trying "to compete with capitalistic concerns.
... 0on the basis that Black markets should be left to the Black entrebre—
neurs. All they are saying is that blacks should be exploited by blacks...
This black middle class aligns itself with imperialism". The conclusion

was reached that the BCM needed to "look at our struggle not only In terms
of colour interests but &lso in terms of class interests" - an advance on

the bitterly anti-class positions of the early 1970s.

The black consciousness movement had been subject to strong repression from
the eafly 1970s. 1In 1972; eight of its leaders were banned and in various
trials the state had attempted to link the BC movement alternatively to the -
ANC, PAC and Communist Party. The most important triél took place after
SASO/BPC ignored a ban on its rally, called to celebrate the installation of
@ Frelimo—dominated transitional government in Mozambigue in September 1974.
Nine prominent BC leaders were chaﬁged with sedition and ultimately sentenced
to lengthly prison'terms. Following the Soweto uprisings the state action
against the BC movement intensified, culminating in the banning of eighteen
Black Consciousness organisations and & large number of its leaders in Octo-
ber 1977. The month befofe the banning, Steve Biko was murdered in police

custody.

The period between the Soweto uprisings and the banning of the BC organisa-
tions was in many ways the high point of the bjlck consciousness movement.
It not only produced rapid political rethinking within its ranks, but also

intensified attempts by various imperialist interests to turn the BCM into
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a "third force", as an alternative to the ANC and PAC. While it woulld be
wrong to suggest that these forces in any way controlled the Black Conscious-
ness movement, particularly the Geneva-based International University Exchan —
ge Fund (IUEF) gave the BC movement a great deal of support as part of its

"third force strategy".

The banning of the BC organisations led to new developments. Many of its
leading younger cedres left the country to join the ANC or PAC. A minority
group in exile also tried to start an alternative to these two established
organisations. In 1979 the Black Consciousness Movement of South Africa
was formed in London, later changing its name to the BCM of Azania. It des-
cribed BC as an "ideblogy of liberation", accepted the major role of the
working class in the struggle for liberation and recognised the."neces§2:§
for waging as mass—based armed étruggle". Since its inception however,

the BCMA has been rent with internal divisions. Some of its most important
leaders have now gone over to the ANC, and the BCMA appears to be a spent
force, though it maintains offices in London, New York, Bonn, Lesotho and

cdentral Africa.

The internal reorganisation of the BCM began in 1978 with the formation of
the Azanian People's Organisation (AZAPO), which itself gave birth to other
organisations. However a clear organisational split has now emerged between

' those orgenisations which remain wedded to a strict BC ideology and others
which segee-shat—tRoy=hcve come to embrace a class analysis of South Africa
and the Freedom Charter afguing that. Black Consciousness his served its purpose

and "we must move forward" (see pp ).

Someiof the early and influential leaders of the BC movement were: GSteve Bikc
(diec in detention); ‘Barney Pityane (in exile); Harry Nengwé;<hu1u (in exi-
le); Goolam Abrahs;- Strini Moodley (released from Rebben Island in 1982);
Aubrey Mokoape (released from Robben Island in 1982).
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The Azanian People'Organisation (AzAPD) (6)

Currently the leading black consciousness organisation within South Afri-
ca, AZAPO is based predominantly on black intellectuals and urban petty

bourgeoisie.

AZAPO was formed in May 1978 "to fill the leadership gap" after the wholesa-
le banning of all black consciousness organisations in October 1977. The
executive committee were all detained soon afterwards, and the organisation
only really got off the ground in September 1979. AZAPO was conceived as a
national organisation. Its five efpressed aims were to conscientise and mo-
bilise black workers through black consciousness; to work for an education
systém which "responds creatively" to the needs of the people; to interpret
religion "as a liberatory philosophy relevant to black struggle"; to expo-
se the exploitative and oppressive apartheid system; and to work for black

unity and the "just distribution of wealth and power to all",

In pursuit of these @ims, AZAPO has tried to organise support activities

for various mass struggles, ranging from strikes to rent and bus boycotts.

i o has also concentrated mﬁch effort on organising commerative activities
around important events in the calendar of the national liberation struggle.
In mid 1982, it played a leading coordinating role in the organisation of
black opposition to and boycott of a tour of South Africa by an international
soccer tegm. This urnited opposition to the infringement of the sports boy—
cott of Apartheid South Africa was succesful in prematurely ending the tour.

From the outset, AZAPD has been marked by sharp internal ideoclogical debate.
Its formation conference in May 1978 expressed the need "to correct the er—
rors of the past black consciousness movement" by taking black consciousness
to the black masses. ' However the definition of the black masses within the
organisation has provoked strong differences leading to the.dismissal of the
first AZAPO President, Curtis Nkondo, by the Executive. Two issues have been
central here, the role of democratic whites in the national liberation strug-
gle, and the relationship between class and national struggles. On the first
issue, the majority tendency within AZAPO has clung to thé original Black
Consciousness line that all whites should bé excluded from the .national li-

beration struggle because they are "part of the problem". On the class gues—




tion, in 1980 AZAPO arrived at the uncomfortable compromise position that
all blacks are workers and are exploited as such by whites who are all

5capitaligta”, This line has now been sharply criticised by other formei—

ly black consciousness organisations, sedshmeddy-eml iRt -3 AEe-belig=BF=AARS
Thus in 4982, the student's organisations AZASD and COSAS (see pp )
‘formally abandoned black consciousness arguing that it has "served its pur—
pose” and "we must move forward". The organisations committed themselves

to "class aralysis" and expressed thelr support for the demands of the Free~
dom Charter. They also criticised AZAPO feor elingihg to Black Consciousness,

provoking some conflit between the organisations.

$ and also prowoked by the critique of

Partly inreﬂponée to these criticism
being isolated from mass struggles, the second AZAPO congress held in March
1982 decided t o "spesk with the community". Beeking to go beyond its large-
‘.ly petty bgurgeoisﬁm and Soweto bese, AZAPO resolved to strive for "a big
membership®. It is repofted to have established branches in the eastern
ancd nqrthern Transvaal; the Vaal complex, the Orange Free State and the
Eastern Capé. . '
From ité birth, AZAPO hes been subject to state repression., Its first exe-
cutive committeeg was detained for a long period. Indigidual leaders have
heen forced into exile, where some have joined the ANC. On numerous occa-
sinns govérnment ministers have accused AZAPO of furthering the’aims of the
ANC. The organisation has denied these allegations. Indeed its black cons—
ciousness philosophy makes it vicomfortable ,.with the ANGC!s lipe to build

and v LEPPSES CRVERIN wieng 0ftme Freedor Chaviea
a non—racial democratic movement lo cverthrow Apartheidf However AZARD :

has acknowledged the “impbrtant role" played by the&.ANC.

At the 1983 AZAPO conference a number of the bladl consciousness lea-
ders imprisoned on Robben Island efter the 1975 "SASD trial" (see p 2
and now released, were elected orto the AZAPD leacdership. Here they re—afﬁ%y»-

. med their opposition to the Freedom Chertes of the ANC.-

Its present leadership is made Up as follows:

Laybon Mab&sa .seseceace President

' Gaths Cooper  e.eeses= . Vice-President
Sefako Nyaka sessssae National Organiser
Muntu Myeza e General Secretary
Temagl Mkhabela ..ccees Publicity Secretary
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The South Africen Youth Revolutiora®y Council . (SAYR®) (7)

_ . — 19 b‘“&@{
Also Known as the Azanian Youth Eﬁvolutionary Council (AYRC), iﬁL
R ¥ L. m 118 . N . .
in Nigeria which @&}Teportedrto be backing the organisation financially.

. ; ‘A 3 < :
It is made up of those members of the Soweto Student Representative Council

(seRC) who, in the weke of the 1976 Soweto uprising and the banning of the
SEHC by the South Africen government in 1977, fled abroad and did not align
themselves with either the ANC or PAC., These elements continued using the

name .of -the SO te panves support in the United States-and Western Eurcpe

.as well as Nigeria.and other West African States. In July 1979 Tsietsi Masg

hinini, the first presidapi of the 5830y was replaced by Knhotso Seatlhoho,
' adopied U present neme . o

and the organisation be S et T S %
' e e 6% L RS - . The -
AYRC later claimed to have formed a military wing. The organisation did .
not, however, appear to be making much progress. It only re~appeared in
the limelight with the arrest of its president by the ®#% security police.in

. Senatin q&rs&o\ : )
1981 after he had returned to £§‘F:andest1nely, reportedly along with other
members of the AYRC, with the objective of recruiting people to undergo mil e

tary training.

In 1982 Khotso Seatlhoho and Mary Loate were.tried and convicted under the

Terrorism and Internal Security Acts. Ssatlhoho was sentenced to 10 years

imprisonment and Loate tc five. nﬁ‘ki&as’ts C‘\LMEV les beev\ ‘;\e@‘vv" e{-\
‘f'vx?.‘ m’ﬁmmzo&tm .



The Unity Movement of South Africa - UMSA (8)

Formerly krown as the Non—European Unity Movement (NEUM) the Unity Move-

ment was for many years regarded as South Africats "Trotskyist" movement.

Today it is the smallest of the three organisations claiming to lead the Na-
tional liberation struggle in South Africa. Unlike the ANC and PAC, it is
inrrt: recognised by the Crganisation of African Unity, which has been one of
the factors hindering its development of an effective external mission.
Ingide South Africa its remaining base of support is confined to small group
within the Western Cape. These continue the longstanding Unity Movement po-.

licy of "boycott' of all récist institutions, and of only selective§ invol-—
vement in ma@ss activity not directly initieted by itselt when it considers this
will advance its own claim to leadership of the liberation struggle.

e

Formation

The Unity Movement was formed in 1943, in a period of great upsurge of mass .
stfuggies. The rapid development of a militant African trade union movement
and gpate of strikes pushied the African patty bourgeoisie into more radicAal
- positions; and affected all classes of the oppressed pcpulatlon. These procaé&
segt 5&&@&@%3@@Aralsed-?undamental guestions about the charecter of the national

. liberation struggle, the classes which were to lead this struggle, and its orga-
rnisational form. During this period,.the previously moderate African National
Congress and the South AFrican Indian Congress began to transform themselves.
‘The Unity movewent was formed by various elements dl&baulsfalted with the weak-
ness of the ANG, and who sought to build a wider alliance of all nationally

. oppressed groups in South Africa, together with various Trotskyist forces
which hoped to kbuild an‘alternative mass movement to those influenced by the
Communis% Party. Concret@ly, the NEUM was created by & merger of the All Afri-
can Convention (AAC - a federal body set up in 1935 to oppose the state's new
Land Aot and dlqenfranchlcmbnt of Cape Afrlcans), and a militant Coloured

//C/ deeratlon known as the Anti-CAD [Anti uDlD%&%ﬁ A A/EEpartment)

The South African Indian Congress was also initially associated with the NEUM.
However, ref}ecting the ideological divisions of the time, the Indian Congress

withdrew. from the NEUM in 1944 when its new Dadoo-Naicker leaderchip argued that



instead of trying to ™isolate the ANC and revive the defunct AAC",; a better
approach would be to "strengthen existing liberatory organisations

by making them live and active bodies".

- up to Sharpeville

"the liguidation.,af the National Oppression of the

Non-Europezns in rice, that is the removal of all the disabilities

; P 5 wils
/( and the restricticns based on the grougss)of race and colour, and acquisition

/ .
by the Nen—Europeans of all those rights which are at present enjoyed by the Euro
pean populationv, 1he founding congress adopted the "10 Point Programme" caliing

for equal franchise rights, free and egual education, civil liberties and per-
sonal security, & redivision of the land, and "revision" of the legal code, T -
tlDH}mﬂu labour laws in.accordance with the principle of equality.
! , B

.The Trotskyist elements within the NELM saw the 10 Point Programme as a series

of "transitional demands” i.e. demands which would win mass support but which the

.ruling Cléss could nat concedey and which would thus generate mess support for.

the more revolutionary demands of the working class. A

o its leadership, the NEUM represented an alliance of class forces. This was

to be organised within a federal structure which would both provide for centra-
'1ised directian and allow the verious affiliated organisations and ciass forces
to retain a measure ofrautanomy.' This federal auranegy was one of the hallmerks
of the NEUM, which was to be open to all groups "geﬂuénely willing to fight se-
‘gregation énd to accept its programme". While the organisation advocated unity -
between all oppressed groups, it insisted on what it called "princig&}ed unity".-
It was only willing to accept unity on the basis of its own 10 Point Programme.
Its strategic perspective of struggle was based on & notion of "non~collaboration®,
organised around the tagtic of the boycott of all raeist institutions. Prospec—
tive members were acsked a singie guestion: "Do you believe in-the 10 Point Pro-
gramme?®, and the test of this was "does he apply the p“1n01ple of non-collabora-—

tionT".

Throughout its history, despite amh;tluus claims for mass support, the Unity Move~
bages Lestevny -

ment has remained/predoming rt]y in tthtnpe, witii some support in the Transkei

in the 1950s.- In the 1940s and 1950s, it drew its mein support from African

teachers drgahised in the Cepe African Teachers Association which was affiliated



to the AAC, and from the predominantly Coloured Teachers League of South Afri-

. Ca-

The three overriding NEUW princjples, faderalismg "principled" unity on the
10-Point Pfogramme, and nonmcmllaboraﬁion formed the basis for a vigorous
struggle against the ANC and its allied organisations. " In 1948, unity talks
between the ANC and the AAL (& leading NEUM affiliate) broke down when the

ANC rejected federalism, although it accepted both the 10-Point Programme and

ion, Throughout the 1950s the congress movement was attacked as

non—=collaborat
"Quisglings", and mass action organised by the ANC and its allies was dismissed

by the NEUM as. "spectacular stunts" and condemned for being Yurprincipled" and

"unprepared",

In practice, the.NEUM did not invelve itself in mass organisation, and confined
itself largely to ideolpgical worik. Its Anti-CAD wing in particular, under the
dbm?nation of its Trotskyist leadership , followed what it described as a "Marxist"
1ine,‘basea on the following propositicng: "We, the non—Eurcpean oppressed, must
never canfuse the European worker, aristocrat of labour though he may be today,
"with the Europedn ruling class". For the Anti~CAD, economic exploitation, natior
nal or colour oppression, sprang from the same root. . The white worker must willy~
nilly Find his real aliies ~ African and Coloured workers — on the basis of.the
*10-Point Programme. The door was to be kept open for white workers as the Anti-
~CAD had nn desire "to replace the white Herrenvolk by a black Herrenvolk". This
was reflected in the NEUM definition of “"Who constitutes the South African na-
tion?... The nation consists of the people who were born in South Afriéa-and
.have no other country except South AFrica as their motherland®. The ANC policy
coF "multiracialism" was critieésed ftre reproducing the theory of four nations
(Africany Coloured, Asian and European) in South Afrio%;@
By the mid 19505 a gplit was emerging in the NEUM between a faction loyal to
‘I.B. Tabata (based mainly in the AAG) and that grouped around Hosea Jaffe in
ﬁnti—CAD.. The so-called "Jafféuites" adopted an openly left-wing position, and
produced a "Marxist" critigue of the 10-Point Programméjhdescribing it @z "bour—
geois". This brought criticism from the AAC against those who "saw only class
oppression and denied the reality of colour oppression". WMarxist terminology
was similarly condemned for exposing the NEUM to possible state repression under
the suppression of Gommhnism Act. 1In the 1ate'19505, the Teachers League which

dominated the. Anti-~CAD, pulled out of the NEUM and "killed off the Anti-CAD".



-Post Sharpeville

Sl ¥hu split in the'NEUM thus took the form of a division between the
African 1ead@rghip of the APQ and the so~called coloured leadership of the
Anti-Cad. To counter this, the Tabate leadership formed an indigidual mem-
bership orgenisation affiliated to the NEUM, in January 1961. This was the

Peoples' Democratic Union of South Africa (APDUSA). APDUSA strongly

the "two-stage!" theobry of the revolution associated with the Come
“ty. Echoing Trotsky's theory of Permanent Revolution, it proclaimed
the need for Yan ongoing, uninterrupted revolution®. Its constitution declared

that "the dbmnc%ftjr cdemands and agpirations of the oppressed workers and pea-
sants shall be pdramoun% in tie orientation of APDUSA, both in its short term
and long term ocbjec ctives". Despite the fact that South Africal!s rural popula-
tion has long been effectively proletarianised, APDUSA claims to be the only
South African political movement which stresses 'the crucial role" of the pea-—
séntry as the "largest section of the population" and the "most oppressed and
_most ngloitLd class" However ™it is the leadership of the proletariat in:the
conduct of the ctruggle for democratic rights that will ensure the continuity of
'the,rev01Qtion — uninterrupted to its socialist goal ',

Neither the NEUM nor any of its affiliated organisations were included in the
ban on the ANC and PAC in April 1960, However the Unity Movement was unahie

to capitalise on the vacuum in pelitical leadership created by the campaign

of state terrsr in tne early 1960s. Some APDUSA militants were imprisoned on
Robben Island. Many of its most important leaders left South Africa and peti-

tioned the DAU in vain for recognition as a liberation movement.

‘ “hthln South Africa the Unlty Movement-remained a small Western Cape-based preg-
aprem’@&‘:b

sure groupg Ha@ﬁ}y~Sﬁ@@Q&S&ﬁwG?8wﬁé~th8—p&bﬁ%ﬁdw%@ﬁ"“ﬂ*&éﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ Tt ala%\ma1n~

come Infiuenc
ta1nﬁ$é%m%ﬁ@%&%&@@ﬁaeﬂlylthln one Cape trade union. In the recent upsurge of

mass struggles in South Africé these remnants of the Unity Movement have rigi-
dly adhered to “"boycott" tactics. They have attacked attempts to build mass—
~based community organisations and have again concentrated on undermining what
they see as ANC influence on.emerging mass struggles. '
President: 1.B. Tabata
¥
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__replaced by democratic organs of self-government.

APPENDL X

B

FREEDOM CHARTER, adopted by the Congress of the peaple, June 265, 1955

PREAVBLE

We, the people of South Africa, deélare for all our country and the world to
,ﬁiwcmv:

Thaf South ﬁfrimh~b91aﬁg3 to all who live in it, black and white, and that no
'govepnment can Justly claim authority unless it is based on the will of the
people;

That our people have been robbed of their birthright to land, liberty and peace

. m
by a form of government founded Dn/ﬁuetice and inegualitys-
; A :

b
That our country will never be prosperpus ar free unhtil all cur people live in
brotherhood; enjoylng equal rights and opportunitlies;
That only a democratic state, based on the will of the people can secure to all
their birthright without distiﬁction of colour, race, sex or belief;

And’ therefore, -we, the people of Gouth Africa, black and white together - eguals,

’ counfrymen and -brothers - adopt this FREEDOM CHAﬁTER. And we pledge ourselves

¢ to strive . together, sparing nothing of our strength; and courage, until the
democratic changes here set out have been won.,

B

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN!

Every man and woman shall have the right to vote for and stand as a candidate Fbr
all bodies which make laws. T :

All the people shall be entitled to take part in administrétion of the country.
The rights of the people shall be the same regardless of race, colour or sex.

All bodies of minority rule, adviéary boards, cpuncils and authorities shall be

e

ALL NATIONAL GROUPS SHALL HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS!

i

C
There shall be equal status in the bodies of state, in~the courts and in the jﬁools

for ‘all national groups and races; A v

All national groups shall beiprotected by lawg against insults to their race
and national pride; :

ALL Dam@le shall have equal rights to use their own language and to develop
their own folk culture and customs;

The preaching:and pragtice Df'natiohél, race or colour discrimination and con-
tempt shall be a punishable crimej

All apartheid laws and practices shall be set aside.

s o s



THE PEDOPLE SHALL SHARE IN THE COUNTRY!S WEALTH!

S——

- The national wealth of our country, the heritage of all South Africans, shall
be restored to the people;~ o

The mineral wealth beneath. the soil, the banks and mbnopoly industf} shall be
transferred to the ownership of the paople as a Qhole;‘

All other industries and trade shall be controlled to assist the wellbeing of
the people; , ' - |
'All people shall have agual rjgﬁts to trade where they choose, to manufacture

and to enter all trades, crafts and professions.

THE LAND SHALL BE SHARED AMONG THOSE WHO WORK IT!

.

Restiriction of l1land ownershin on @ vacial basis shall be endead and all the land

re-divided amongst those who work it, to benish famine and land hunger;

The state shéll help the peasants with implements, seed, tractors and'dahs to
save the solil gnd assist the tillers; -

- Freedom of movement sheall be guaranteed to all who work on the land;

'All shall have the right to occupy land wherever they chose;

People shall not be robbed of their cattle and forced labour and farm prisons

shall be abolished. T
ALL SHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW!

bNo one shall be imprisoned, deported or restricted without a fair triel;
No one shall be concemned by the order of any Government officialj |
The courts shall be representative of all the people;
Imprisonment shall be only for serious crimes against the people, and shall aim
at re-education, not vengeance; B ~
erﬁe police force and army shall be open to all cn an egual basis and shall be
the helpers and protectors of the people;
 All laws which discriminate on grounds of race, colour or belief shall be repea-
led. : ) T

EQUAL |
ALL SHALL ENJOY/HUWAN' RIGHTS! N
The law shall guaranteé\to all their right to speak, to organise, to meet together
to publish, to preach, to worship and to educate their children;
The privacy of the house from police raids shall be protected by law;
All shall be %ree to travel without restriction from countryside to town, from

provide to province and from South Africa abroad;



pass laws, permits and all other laws réstricting these freedoms shall be

abolished,
THERE SHALL BE WORK AND SECLRITY!

All who work shall be free te form trade unions, to elect their officers and.

to make wage fj[;f“*ﬁfS.Wfth their émployers;

JThe state shall recognise thﬂlright and duty of all to work, and to draw full
unemployment benefitss i 5 '

Men and women of all races shall receive, egqual pay Tor equal work;-

There shall be & forty-hour working week, a national minium wage, paid annual
leave and sick 1eavé for all workers and maternity leave 6N Tull pay for all
“working mothers; ' |

Miners, domestiﬁ workers, farm workers and civil servants shall have the same
'rights as all others who work; ' .

Child labour, compaund lakour, the tot system and contraet labour shall be alo-

lished.

THE DOORS OF LEARNING AND OF CULTURE SHALL BE OﬁENED! '

~ The government shall discover, develop and encourage national talent for the
'.enhancement of our cplt&ral,life; -

Ail the culturaltreasureé of mankind shall be open to all, by- free exchange of
books, ideas and contact with other lands; o
The aim of education shall be to teach the youth to love their people and their
cultﬁre, to honour human brotherhood, liberty and peace;

Education shall bé'?ree, compulsory, umiversal and equal for all children;
Higher education and technical training shall be opened to all by means of state
allowances and stholarships awarded on the basis of me;;%; '

Adult illiteracy shall be ended by a mass state education plan;

" Teachers shall have <a&ll the rights of other citizens;

The coloﬁr bar in culturellife, in sport and in educatiDnAshall.Ee abolished;

B e

THERE SHALL BE HOUSES, SECURITY AND COMFORT!

All people shall have the right to live where they choose, to be decently housed,

and to bring up their families in comfort and securityy™



Unused housing space to be -made available to the people;

Rent and prices shall be lowered, food plentiful and no one-shall go hungry;
A preventive health scheme shall be run by the State;

Free medical care and hospitalisatior shall be provided for all, with special
care for mothers and young children;

Slums shall be demolished and néw suburbs built where all have transport, roads,

‘Lighting, playing fields, creches and social centres;

inans, the disabled and the'sick shall be cared for by the state;

The aged, the or
Resty 1 nd recreation shall be the right of alls

e

Fenced locations and ghettoes shall be abolished, and laws which break up fami-

shall be repealed.

)

THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP!

South Afrita shall be a fully independent state, which respects the rights .and
sovereignty of all nations;
‘ South Afriéa shall strive to maintain.worlﬂpeéc? and the settlement of all in-
terrational disputes by negofiatien - not war; | _ ' :
Peace and friendship amongst all our people shall he secured by upholding the
equal rights, opportunities and status of all; '
‘The people of the protectorates - Basutoland, Bechuanaland ahd Swaziland - shall
be free to decide for themselves their own future; .
J'The right aof all the peopieslofbAfrioa to indépendence~and selfgovernment shall

be recognised, and shall beAthe'basis of close cooperation.

Let all who love fhair people and their country now say, as we say here;
"THESE'FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR, SIDE BY SIDE, THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES, UNTIL
WE HAVE WON OULR LIBERTY".
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