





Peopl e’ s Panmphl et No. 3

ARM THE PEOCPLE

ALL the ten mllion people of South Africa are vitally concerned with

the outconme of the war which to-day has spread over the whole world

The aim of the Fascist alliance of Germany, Japan and Italy is to

conquer and enslave the world. The Fascists are the sworn enem es of
human freedom and the peoplels rights. They wi sh to destroy the Sociali st
Sovi et Union, which for 23 years has stood as a beacon-1ight of hope and
insipiration to the workers and oppressed peoples of the world_a living
synbol of the ability of the common people to build freedomand a better
life for thenmsel ves. Just as the Fascists, representing the brutal finance-
capitalists of Germany, Italy and Japan have ensl aved, terrorised and
degraded the workers of their own countries, so they aimto oppress the
peopl es of the whole world, to suppress their organi sations, and to smash
down their struggles and aspirations for Freedom and Soci al i sm

The Peoplets Alliance, |led by the Soviet Union, Britain, China

and the U S. A includes all the forces that stand on the side of freedom
In the thick of the battle in Europe stands the Soviet Union, the country
that has fearlessly stood for freedom ever since the great Sociali st

revol ution that liberated its own people, whose |eaders oppose to the
savage racial doctrines of the Fascists the great principles of inter-
nationalism of human unity and the brotherhood of all workers. In the

. _ Far East the great Chinese people have shown the whole world how an
arned and free NO72' - EurOpean race can fight Fascism And in Anerica

and Britain, in spite of inperialist and capitalist domination, the workers
and progressive forces are steadily assumng | eadership as the nost 1m
conprom sing and consistent fighters against the Fascists.
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These factors, together with the increasing strength and awareness

of the workerst and peopl es" novenents in all countries, are the signs that
an allied victory will be a people’ s victory, that the crushing of Nazism
and Fascismwi |l lead to the advance of the people towards freedom and
Socialismall over the world.

To-day the devel opnment of the war has brought the Fasci st danger

cl oser than ever to our own shares.

This little panphlet is to show the concrete, practical neasures that
must be taken here and 'now to protect the people and to nobilise South
Africa to the full in the world-wide front for Freedom

THE THREAT TO SOUTH AFRI CA

LOOK at the map opposite this page.

J apan, Hitlerls Fascist ally, has struck treacherously in the Far East.
In Mal aya, Singapore and Java, the Inperialist governnents failed to
prepare, to armand free the people. To-day, it is the people who suffer
tinder the cruel blows of Japanese Fasci sm

What about South Africa? The Mediterranean is closed to British

and Allied shipping. Supplies to the East must go through Union Ports_
Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, East London and Dur ban

Look at Madagascar. It is controlled by the Vichy government -

the men who handed over France to Hitlcr. They handed over | ndo-

China to lapan. They handed over Dakar to Hitler. They will not

hesitate to allow the eneny to use Madagascar as a iunping-off ground

to invade South Africa.

Qur country is in danger. The war is com ng closer, bringing Wth it

a threat to the whole people of South Africa, of all races and col ours.
Al of us, nen, wonen and children, face the horrors of nodern warfare
as practised by the Fascist barbarians of Germany, Italy and Japan.

In the Nazi-occupied territories of Europe, in China, Java, Ml aya,

wher ever the Fascists have gone, they have behaved with the nost terrible
cruelty and barbarity. They destroy by bonbing and burning, the peoplels
hones and citieS. They nurder and rape, they rob and enslave the people
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Everywhere the Fasci sts have gone they have been |ike a swarm of |ecusts,
stripping the countries they have occupi ed of wealth, |eaving behind them
death, mn and starvation

The Nazis and their allies, Italy and Japan, are out to conquer and

ensl ave the world. They are out to crush the people’'s rights and the
peeplels fight for freedom everywhere. They want to smash the workere
unions and political parties_t0O close the door to Denocracy, Socialism
and national independence for all the peoples of the world.

THE LESSONS OF THE WAR

Al t hough the greatest powers in the world, Britain, Amrerica, the

Sovi et Union and China, supported by the freedom | oving peopl e of al
countries, have united to destroy the Fascist danger to humanity, the
tremendous forces of wealth and nmanpower which they represent have

not been ehronght into full use, The Fasci sts have been checked in the
Soviet Union, in China and by Chinese troops in Burma. But we nust

learn fromthe failures of the Allies el sewhere, the weaknesses which led to
the Nazi conquest of Europe and to the successes of Japan in the Far East.
The Sovi et Union has shown that a free people can stop Fascism

After conquering the whole of Europe, the Nazis had great initia
advantages in their attack upon the Soviet Union. They had the Whol e

of the war industry of Europe, the steel, iron, coal and food production
and the electricity supplies of the Continent working for them GCenera
Snmut s has sai d:

ttNo one woul d have dreamt that the Russian Army and the

| fuxm an peopl e woul d have nmade such a gl orious | cont-backl after

their great |osses and untold suffering. After losing mllions of men,

a great mass of war material and the richest part of their country, -

| hny hare nade a grand recovery. It all reads like a mracle."

But it was no miracle. It was the courage, the unity and determ na-

tion of a free and enlightened Socialist people which checked the Naz
hordes in Russia and to-dzty, gradually in the face of bitter and desperate
resi stance, is driving themout, of the Soviet, Union.

China is a nation of 400,000, 000 people. They |acked heavy industry

and a nodern disciplined arnmy. Yet for four and a half years, Genera

Chi nng Kai - Shek, supported by all political parties including the great
Chi nese Communi st Party, has succeeded in uniting the Chinese people in
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a magni ficent resistance and is holding at bay the highly notorised and
mechani sed forces of Inperialist Japan

It isonly if all the Allied nations. setting aside class and inperialist
i nterests which hanper their war efforts. learn fromthe | essons of China
and the Soviet Union. nobilise their own resources and people, and arm

i berate and arouse the people in the Colonial countries for an all-in
war agai nst Fascism that the Axis nmenace to the world will be speedily
destroyed and the peopl es everywhere will advance towards denocracy.

i ndependence and a better life.

DEFEND SOUTH AFRI CA

To-day Wth the Fascist peril approaching ever closer to our shores,

is the time for all South Africans, Watever their class, their colour or their
race, to come together in a fighting unity for the defence of our country
and the destruction of Fascism But let there be no mstake. The only’

way to secure South Africa against invasion and to nobilise the ful
resources and manpower of our country is to follow out a positive pro-
gramme of realistic neasures to equip South Africa for this (tall-inll war.
There can be no conprom se. There can be no hal f-measures in fighting

Fasci sm

Unfortunately our Government is follow ng just such a policy of

conprom ses and hai f-measures. General Smuts said on March 11, 1949 :

| tBeforc the Japanese take this country | will see to it that every

Col oured man and every Native who can be arned will be arned."

But no nove is nade. If the people are to be arned, full training

must commence i medi ately. The idea of waiting until the eneny is

al ready upon us is obvious folly. The people nmust be given full training
in the use of arms, not to-nmorrow when it may be too | ate, but to-day!
Vested interests, colour prejudice, fear, ignorance and apathy, even
amongst those Who support the war, obstruct the war effort. Governnent
spokesnen are continually decrying the tlapathyll of the people. But it

is the GCovernment itself which, by its | ackadaisieal policy, is encouraging
this apathy. The CGovernment, for the sake of the great mning interests,

si detracks enormous productive resources and the | abour power of 400, 000
nmen for the production of a commodity like gold, which is practically

val uel ess in the present war energency. Open Nazi organisations are

all owed unrestrained to continue their fifth colum activities. On al
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sides the people see the rich class sabotagi ng production, profiteering,
mai ntai ning their useless lives in luxury and corruption, while the poor
are called upon to make increasing sacrifices for the war. This polie'y
causes the apathy. Wiile the Governnent permts these ' things, it can
never awaken the people to the seriousness of the war situation and arouse
them for victory.

PASSES MUST GO .

In the Senate, Col. Reitz, Union Mnister for Native Affairs, drew
attention to sone of the suffering and m sery caused by the Pass Laws.
He said that-

there was nothing which created so much bad feeling and di sturbed

race rr/ations so nuch as the Pass Laws . . During 1939-41 there

were 207,695 arrests in the Transvaal . . it is safe to assune that
five times that nunber (ie. 1,500,000 nmen!) were stopped by police.

H 9 proposed to take the matter up and see whether the public could
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THE PASS. This IS the badge of shame. and oppression to nmillions of-
freedom | oving South Africans. Hundreds are hounded daily by police-
nmen for passes.
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not be convinced that the present state of affairs was wholly unjust

and il ogi cal

The overwhel mng majority of the public (i.e. the Africans Wo are

daily arrested, humliated and insulted by the police) is deeply convinced of
the injustice of Pass Laws. If this wetched | aw were abolished at once there
woul d be fewto mourn it, mllions who woul d rejoice.

Here again we dare not ignore the | essons that can be learnt fromthe
tragic fate of other countries. A people oppressed, humliated and deno-
ralised cannot throw their full vigour into the fight. A country torn

and divided by internal dissension cannot resist total Fascist aggression
The tine to end pass laws and all other |aws which oppress and divide
Sout h Africans, is now

The eight mllion Non-European people of South Africa nust be

i berated. They must share fully the rights of all citizens if South Africa
is to be united for defence and victory.

IL POLI CY FOR STORY

The Communi st’ Party, the nobst determ ned and unconprom sing

fighter against Fascism and for the peoples rights, calls upon all South
Airicans to conbine their |forccs new and to strengthen the Gover nnent
for the carrying out of the following policy as the only realistic basis
for the defence of our country, our iives and our hones and for the
advancenent of all peoples of South Africa towards freedom and unity:

1 The peopl e nust be arned. European and Non- European

ali ke are nenaced by the invader. The Africans,

and ot her Non- European sol diers, have already proved in

the field that they are nagnificent soldiers. African troops
fromBritish, French and Bel gian colonies in the North have

borne arns agai nst the eneny with great distinction. To-day,

When South Africa is faced with a desperate struggle for its _

exi stence, there can be no further hesitation. N on-European

sol diers nmust be armed at once, trained fully in every branch

Of & niodern warfare, and enlisted on an equal basis Wth

Eur opeans.
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2 W nust have a mass arny. The wetched pay, famly

al  owances and pensi ons debar thousands from

joining up. The pay and conditions of all soldiers nust be

i nproved, and the Governor-Generalls Fund, Wi ch nakes

our fighting nmen dependent on charity, should be abolished
and replaciled by adequate State provision, through taxation
of the ric .

3 All-out production for victory. War industry and ot her
essential production nmust be organi sed on an

all-in war basis, irrespective of profits and vested interests.
The cost plus 10% system of paynent for war contracts,

Whi ch | eads to endl ess sabotage, inefficiency and corruption
nmust be done away Wth. Wrkers production committees

must be set up in all factories and workshops, to increase
out put, safeguard the workers, interests and prevent sabot -
age. lnessential production nust stop. New industries and

unt apped resources nust be devel oped to the full

4 Decent wages and conditions for workers. Poor |iving
standards only help to swell the capitalists

profits, while they undermne the health, the noral e and
efficiency of the workers. Col our-bar and craft barriers
prevent the best utilisation of manpower in skilled jobs. The
only guarantee of the workersl rights and of workerst
Vigilance to secure fuller production is 100% Trade Uni oni sm
and the recognition of African Trade Unions. .

5 Afree people to fight for Freedom TO arouse the ful

ent husi asm and determ nati on of the mass of

South African people for Victory, oppressive and di scrim na-
tory laws and neasures which restrain the Non-European
peopl e must be abolished. The Pass Law, Wth its acconpany-

i ng pohce persecution, nust go. The Liquor |aws nust be
anended so _as to release the Africans fromthe endl ess round
of police ralds and terrorism There should be no right of
search Or of entry into private houses Wthout a warrant.
CGeneral Snmuts has said that the policy of segregation is
dooned. W nust see the inmediate application of this
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"end segregation" policy, by the abolition of all legislation
and regul ations preventing trading or the acquiring of
property or land to any section of the people. |Imediate
neasures of denocracy, security and civil liberties nust be
ext ended towards the Non- Europeans.

6 Adequate social services. The strength of a people

depends upon the way it is housed, cared for

and educated South Africa must have a popul ation of

skilled and trained soldiers, wirkers and farners, able to
handl e conplicated nmachi nes of war and production, people
abl e to devel op thensel ves and their country.

7 Protection fromAir Raids: W have read of the agonies
suffered by the people of other countries Wen

eneny planes flew over their cities, dropping death and de-
struction fromthe skies. And now, when the danger is

com ng ever closer to our hones, no effort or expense nust be
spared to protect our hones and our people.

8 Saf eguard the People,s food: Large nunbers of South
Africans do not get enough food. The rich

hoard supplies, and the poor, especially in the countryside,
are faced Wth starvation. Invasion threatens an acute
famne, in addition to the existing shortage. ttControPt
boards, which have been set up for nealies, fruit, etc., are
used in the interests of rich farmers. Production is kept down
and prices rise. Quantities of food are deliberately destroyed.
Food supplies must be checked, guarded and falrly

rati oned. Food production nust be increased by agricultura

pl anning and control, the utilisation of unused |and and the
granting of land to | andl ess people in the countryside. Snall
farnmers, European and African, must be assisted by pro-
vision of modern agricultural machinery and fertilisers free
of charge, general education and agricultural education for
smal | farners nust be thoroughly carried GQit, and the

native agricultural |abourer, the poorest section of the
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popul ati on, nust be iven a mni mum wage, cost of |iving

al l owance and the rigt to organi se trade unions.

Only by means of such a policy can the full energies and resources

of the 10,000, 000 people of South Africa be nobilised. This is the way to
victory and to the successful defence of our shores. It is the only way.
Such a policy would be the nmeans of uniting and advanci ng our

whol e popul ation not only for the winning of the war but as a basis

for the future happi ness and prosperity of our country. Only the direct
and indirect enemes of the South African people will stand in the

way of its realisation.

THE FI FTH COLUWN

It is the weakness of the Governnent, nore than any other factor,

whi ch bol sters up the influence of Fascist synpathisers and fifth columists
in South Africa. VWen CGeneral Smuts promised to ,armthe Non-European
people, Dr. Malan issued a HBl ack Manifesto” in Wich a violent attack
was nmade upon the Non- European peopl e. Supported by the OGssewa

Brandwag, the PirOMites and the Hertzog-ites, these wetched supporters
of Htler have launched the nobst desperate and vicious racial canpaign

to stir up hatred between Europeans and Non- Europeans and to prevent

the armng of the South African masses for the defence of their country.
The reason for this is clear. It is in line Wth the policy pursued by
Quislings of all countries-the policy of surrender to Fasci sm abroad;

the destruction of peoples rights and the introducti on of Fascism at hone.
THE NAZI NEW ORDER

These nen have al ways been the nost extreme opponents of freedom

for the workers and the NoneEuropeans. That is why they synpathise

with Hitler, that is why they seek to betray the people of South Africa,
to German and J apanese inperialism to play the role of Quisling, Petain
and Franco. Wat their policy neans was clearly expressed in Parlianent
by the Rev. Naude, a supporter otthe Nazi Pirow group. Speaking about
Non- Eur opean chil dren who, usually through poverty and ignorance, have
broken the | aw, he said:

"The best way to drive the devil from Non-European juvenile

delinquents is to give thema taste of the sjanbok . . These delinquents
shoul d be handed over to the farners who would help to save their

soul s by naking themwork from sunrise to sundown."
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This is the voice of Fascismin South Africa. This is the fate which

the Fascists have in store for the muse of our people. European and
Non- Eur opean al i ke.

These Fascist elenents within South Africa nmust be rooted out

before they can play the shaneful part of their fellowtraitors overseas.
Their organi sati ons nust be dissolved. their press silencedl their |eader
arrest ed.

FORWARD TO FREEDOM

The fate of the peoples of all countries depends upon the outcone

of this world war. Victory for the People is Alliance | ed by China, Anerica,
the Soviet Union and Britain WII dwroy the evil Fascist forces which
threaten to drag the world back to the Dark Ages. Victory WII open

up new perspectives for the working people of all countriw, of liberty,

i ndependence and the advance towards a new, Socialist society.

South Africa is a beautiful country. It is wealthy enough to provide

a decent life for all its people of all races and col ours. But to-day,
because of a handful of rich capitalists, it is aland of jails, sluns, poverty
and oppression. Ten nmillion South Africans have a future to build in

our country, a future of justice, happiness and socialism That is why

our whol e popul ation has an interest in defending South Africa. from

the Fascist enslavers, in marching together with the freedom|l ovi ng

peoples of all lands for the destruction of Hitlerism

" That is why the Communi st Party. the Party that fights the world

ovhr for Socialism tor the rights |and the advancenent of all working

and oppressed peoples, throws its full efforts into the struggle ior victory.
It Calls upon the workers and all progressive and advanced people. he
aidinthis fight by pressing forward in a united novenent of the South
African people for the carrying out of a clearcut people’ s programe

for defence and victory. W Communi sts pledge that we will not spare
ourselves nor test, we will set an inspiring. practical exanple in industry,
on the hone (font and in the mlitary and civil defence services.

The Communi st Party needs the support of every intelligent worker

to educate organise and unite the people for victory and freedom

To be a Communist is not easy. It requires determ nation, courage

and an unshakeabl e devotion to Socialismand to the working-elass. 1.3m
every worker who is intelligent and class-conscious, Wo hates Fascxsm
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and oppression, and Who believes in the strength of the comon peopl e

to overcome their enemes and to build a new and a better |ife should take
his place in the ranks of the Communist Party. In the words of Lenin,

the great follower of Karl Marx and the founder of the Union of Soviet
Soci ali st Republics : _

itMaWs dearest possession is life. And since it is given to him

to live but once he nmust so live as to feel no torturing regrets for years
wi t hout purpose, so live as not to be seared with the shame of a

cowardly and trivial past, 30 live, that dying, he can say tAl ny

life and all ny strength were given to the finest cause in the world,

THE LI BERATI ON OF MANKI ND' W

F2I1 212 this form and post 2't tOda2

I want to join the Conmunist Party.
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Thi s pamphl et is published by the Com

muni st Party of South Africa. It you agree
Wth our principles and policy, you cannot
stand aside fromour great struggle to

Wn Victory for the people over Fascism
and to lead the way forward to a Soci ali st
South Africa Make up your mind to join

the Conmmuni st Party. If you wont to help
the Party, to join or to |learn nore about
it, wite to your nearest District Secretory:
CAPE TOMWN-P. O Box 1176.

PRETORI A- P. O Box 1375.

| OHANNESBURG- P. O. Box 4179.

DURBAN_P. O. Box 2264.

Publ i shvd by tho Johzumsbux’g Di s-
t1'i(’t Cmnmittw of the Crmmuni st
Party (11" South Africa. P.QO Box 4179.
Johannesburg. and printed by the

Prnmpt P. & P. C0., 94, Harrison
Stl’wt, Johannesburg.



YOU SHOULD ALSO READ: -

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE RED ARMY (3d.)

10, 000, 000 FOR FREEDOM (1 d.)

STRI KE NOW I N THE WEST

by R Palne Dutt (6d)

JAPAN _ FRIEND OR FCE

by Moses M Kotcme (3d.)

0 Vs

" SEVEN WORDS" (3d.)

KAFFI R BEER

by Dr. A B. Xuma (5d)

In Afrikaans: _

STALI N PRAAT (3d.)

DI E WAARHEI D OMITRENT DI E ROO LEER (3d.)

VI ER WOORDE ( 3d)

AH 111050 punphh-N zln- available 211:7
JOHANNESBURG Peopl e’ s Bookshop, 30 Kerk Street,
CAPE TOMN- Peopl es’ C ub, 61 Commercial Street,
DURBANchnmuni st Party. 3 Alwyn House. 452 West Street.
PRETORI A-Left O ub, 411 Church Street,

and at the

COVWUNI ST PARTY OFFI CE. 74 Progress Buil dings,
156 Conmmi ssion!!!

Stree., Johannesburg.



