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Mr. O l i v e r  T a m b o  
P r e s i d e n t
A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  

D e a r  O l i v e r :

I t ' s  b e e n  t o o  m a n y  y e a r s  s i n c e  I us e d  to see y o u  r e g u l a r l y  at the 
UN in the 1960s. An d ,  alas, I w a s  o u t  of the c o u n t r y  w h e n  you 
v i s i t e d  M o n i t o r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  l a s t  year. B u t  n o w  I ha v e  a favor 
to ask — o n e  w h i c h  w o u l d  b r i n g  us t o g e t h e r  again, and o n e  w h i c h  I 
t h i n k  w o u l d  be b e n e f i c i a l  to the A N C  and to m i l l i o n s  of A m e r i c a n  
n e w s p a p e r  r eaders. F r o m  A u g u s t  2 t h r o u g h  A u g u s t  22, a g r o u p  of 
17 A m e r i c a n  n e w s p a p e r  e d i t o r s  and p u b l i s h e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the 
A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  of N e w s p a p e r  E d i t o r s  w i l l  be t o u r i n g  S o u t h e r n  
A f r i c a .  Our t r i p  w i l l  take us to M o z a m b i q u e ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  
Z i m b a b w e ,  and p o s s i b l y  Zambia. I s a y  " p o s s i b l y "  b e c a u s e  I w o u l d  
like to d e t e r m i n e ,  t h r o u g h  your an s w e r  to t h i s  l e t ter, w h e r e  we  
c o u l d  m e e t  at o u r  m u t u a l  c o n v e n i e n c e .

I d e a l l y ,  I w o u l d  like to t r y  to see y o u  a n d / o r  o t h e r  A N C  l e a d e r s  
in H a r a r e  o n  A u g u s t  20 or 21; in L u s a k a  in the late a f t e r n o o n  of 
A u g u s t  21 or e a r l y  m o r n i n g  of A u g u s t  22; or at V i c t o r i a  F a l l s  on 
A u g u s t  21. A n o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  w o u l d  be N e w  Y o r k  on  A u g u s t  2 
(the d a y  w e  depart) — if y o u  or a n y  of your t o p  c o l l e a g u e s  s h o u l d  
h a p p e n  to be in N e w  Y o r k  t h a t  long b e f o r e  the UN c o n v e n e s .

I r e a l i z e  th a t  after the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  raids of la s t  
m o n t h ,  p l a n n i n g  of this s o r t  m u s t  be m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  th a n  ever.
It  is for that r e a s o n  that I ' m  s e n d i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  to y o u  h a n d  
c a r r i e d  by F r a n k  F e r r a r i .  I w o u l d  h o p e  that y o u  m i g h t  be a b l e  to 
s e n d  m e  a r e p l y  in F r a n k ' s  c a r e  as well.

I h a v e  i n c l u d e d  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a V i c t o r i a  F a l l s  m e e t i n g  in 
the l i s t  above, t h i n k i n g  it m i g h t  be c o n v e n i e n t .  I kn o w  n o t h i n g  
of the s e c u r i t y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  there, but r e m e m b e r  your 
s u c c e s s f u l  m e e t i n g  w i t h  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  on  t h i s  
s i t e .

I e n c l o s e  a l i s t  of the e d i t o r s  s c h e d u l e d  to go o n  the trip. I 
m i g h t  j u s t  n o t e  for y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  M i c h a e l  G a r t n e r  is a 
h i g h  e x e c u t i v e  of the G a n n e t t  C o m p a n y ,  o w n e r  of the l a r g e s t  
n u m b e r  of n e w s p a p e r s  in A m e r i c a ;  p u b l i s h e r  of the l a r g e s t  
c i r c u l a t i o n  daily, U S A  T o d a y ; and r e c e n t  p u r c h a s e r  of t h ree v e r y  
l a r g e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  n e w s p a p e r s .  J o h n  S e i g e n t h a l e r  is c hief 
e d i t o r i a l  w r i t e r  of U S A  T o d a y as w e l l  as e d i t o r  of the N a s h v i l l e  
T e n n e s s e a n . R o b e r t  C l a r k  is an e x e c u t i v e  of a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of
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n e w s p a p e r s  s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  T e x a s  to M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  B i l l  H i l l i a r d  
is an A m e r i c a n  b l a c k  w h o  is e d i t o r  of o n e  of the l a r g e s t  p a p e r s  
on  the W e s t  C o a s t .  T h e  o t h e r s  are e i t h e r  e d i t o r s  or p u b l i s h e r s  
of m a j o r  n e w s p a p e r s .

I e n c l o s e  a l s o  a c o p y  of our i t i n e r a r y .

I h o p e  that o n e  of t h e s e  a l t e r n a t e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i l l  work. I 
v e r y  m u c h  lo o k  f o r w a r d  to s e e i n g  y o u  again.

I oe l l
E d i t o r  in C h i e f

er
e n c l o s u r e s

P.S. T w o  f u r t h e r  notes:

(1) W e  have a s k e d  to see N e l s o n  M a n d e l a  s o m e t i m e  d u r i n g  our 
trip. I s u s p e c t  t h a t  is u n l i kely. B u t  w e  ha v e  c o n t i n u e d  to 
p r e s s  the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  on  t h a t  point. Dr. M o t l a n a  
r e c e n t l y  t o l d  me he t h o u g h t  t h e r e  w a s  a c h a n c e  it m i g h t  h a p pen.
I s u s p e c t  th a t  is m e r e l y  g u e s s w o r k .

(2) If y o u  n e e d  a n y  m e a n s  of r e p l y i n g  to m e  o t h e r  t h a n  Frank, 
I t h ink y o u  c o u l d  use our m u t u a l  friend, M a r y  B e n s o n ,  t o  get a 
m e s s a g e  to me.

R e g a r d s ,


