# REPORT BACK TO THE REEF AFRICANS ON THE CONFERENCE

'I

OF BLACK LEADERS WITH THE HON. S.J. VORSTER PRIME

MINISTER OF SOUTH AFRICA - ON THE 22ND JANUhRY 1975.
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To put matters in perspective before | go into the purpose

of this meeting, | would like to remind my brothers and &isters
gathered here, that the meetino of black leaders with the
Prime Minister, was a second Conference of its kind. The

first one took place on the 6th March, 1974.

We are all aware like anyone else, that the over=emphasis on
our ethnic groupinas, by the powers=that-be, was largely a
matter of the old divide and rule technique, which is as old
as the Roman Empire, That is why we as black leaders deci=~
ded to meet at Umtata, on the 8th of November 1973.  We

knew that black pcople were one peoplec, and their problcms
were thésamq,and had very littlc to do with ethnic grouping.
We realised that we could only tackte these problems with any
hope of any success at all,if we have a common front and, if
we adopt a common strutégy. With this end in view, we appro=
ached the Prime Minister of South Africa, the Hon. f.J. Vorster,
to allow us to mect him together, so that we could present

black grievancies on a Common platiorm. This the Prime Mini=

ster acceded to, and thus the interview he granted us on the

6th of March last ycar, as | have already indicateds

We presented the black man's case formally, and through
memoranda we discussed with him, At the March 1974, meeting,
it might be a good thing for me to remind you that we pre

presented mattcrs as follows?
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o The!meanlna of 1ndependenco, and the discussion was

ted by me and 1 was supported 1h.mak1ng the tnitigl -
-presentatton~by the Hxn, Chicf L.M. Mangope, the .
Chicef Minister of Sophuthatswana.

(b) The basic-ﬁrfnciptes'of consol idation and the.dis= ...
cussion was led by the Hon, Mr. L.L. Sebe, Chicf

Minister of the Cisket

Racial discrimination and the discussion on this subject
was led by me,. and in the itnttial representatton, / was

supported by the Hon. L.ii. Mangope, Chtef.Mtntster of

Bophuthatswana.,

The wage gap and disparity in revenue and expenditure in

.the: "Homelgnds' ; The matter was presented by the Hon,

Chief L.ii. Mangopec, Chicf Minister of the Bophuthatswana.

\

.The position of the Urban Zlacks and the problems of

Black businessmen 1n Urbqn Arcas? The discussion was
led by the Hon. Dr., C.l, Phatudi, Chief Minister of Lcbowa,

and he was supported ir the presecntation of this ittem

. particularly as it rcforred to problems of the black

. bustnessman in the Urbcn Arecas, by me.,
A g

The medium of itnstruction tn African schools was presce=
nted by the Hon. Lr, C.N, Fhatudi, Chief lMintster of

Lebowa.

The phasino out of passcs and influx control regualtions:
The discussion was presentcd by the Hon. Professor

HoW. Ntsanwisi, Chicf Minisier of Gaz—nkulu, and in this
presentation, hc was supported by the Hon. Paramount-

Chief K.bU. Matenzima of the Transkei.
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7. The question of departments excluded from '"Homeland!
- governmcnts: The discussion was led by the Hon,
Paramount=Chief K.D. Matanzimay Chief Minister of the

Transketl.

All black lecaders participated in the discussions, There
was a strorg divergence of opiniton on most of the subjects
discussed, The Prime Minister said that we were free to
ask for independencc, and no one came forward amongst us to
ask for what the Prime Minister calls "independence’, The
main reason being that most of the lcaders could not accept

on
the basis of such independence, purely om the basis of the

1936 Natives Land and Trust Act, Moreovéi most of us felt
that 1t would not be right to do so, without a clear mandate.
from you, The Prime Minister stuck to his guns, that he
would not contempate going beyond the provisions of the

1936 Act, which means that blacks end up with nothing more
than 13 per cent of the whelc arcea of South Africa, when

they make 80 pceir cent of the population, While we acknow=
ledged the fact that the present Netionalist government, had .
bought more land for black occupation, than any of the previe
ous governments, we could not accept that the mere purchase
of all this land settles the question of land between black
and white, in South Africa. Fhere wazhﬁih32a3¥t;?ggiﬁigdence
Prime Ministcer on the onc hand, and the black leaders on the
other have itn mind, one and the samec thing. The lcaders
spelled out point by point what they regarded as true indepe=
ndence. F'his area was never fully canvassed point by point
in reply, except that the Frimc ltintster emphasized that he
means tndependence in the dictionury scnse of the word,.
Although there was a promisc that during the current financial
year, more money would be uscd (three times more than previ=
ously spent), the purchascs under thel}936 Ac t can'ohtyhbefi-

completed tn 5 or 10 ycars timc, The matn poitnt hcre 1s .
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that even if the full guota of land promised under the' 1936
Act is purchased we still remain not fully consolidated into

compact and contiguous. ‘Countries!,

On racial discrimination there was a very emotional and iNe=
depth discussion on the basis that ractial discrimination is

an assault on the human dignity of blacks. The Prime
Minister's view was that he would cducate his own people, and
that we should also educate our own people on attitudes,

The Prime linister satid that racial friction could not be
avoided through legislation, but by cducation. He admitted
that there were;somé amonast his own people who addressed
blacks in a crude manners He said that the other side of

the coin, was that there were certain blacks who were arrogant

when they mct. whites.,

On the point that there was the wage gap and disparity itn the
revenue and expenditure of these so=called 'Home lands?! and
the revenue and expenditure for whites, it was decided to sef
up, a committce of cxperts, one nominated by Blacks, and one
by the Prime Minister. They were to go itnto the whole
contention by black lcaders, that Africans in general, and
the 'Homelands governments! in particular, are not getting a
fair sha;e, of nservices from taxes paid directly and indire=

ctly by Africans.

Black lecaders requcsted the Government to devise ways and
means of closing the gap im salarics patd to different

racial groups.

" On the medium of instruction, that the language uscd in

schools in the so=callcd 'white areas’!, should be the same,
with that used in the 'Homclands'

the Prime Minister suggested that the liinister of Bantu




On Urban Blacks, and black busincssmen in urban areas, thc
Prime Minister suggested a full day to be set aside to discuss
the problems of Urban Blacks, as the Prime Minister admitted

that the subjcct was important and big enough, to warrant

the setting aside of the wholc doy to discuss it, That 1is

how the Conference we had with the Prime Minisier 6n-the

22nd of Janucry, 1975 came about,

When we approached the Prime Minister initially, we did so

in order to discuss black probéems, rcgardless of whether
they were pural or urban, as black oprrossion im South Africa

ts the same. It is something basced on colour and it is a

system which forces all blacks, whercver they are, to live
under the most untenablc conditions, under which no other
ractal group, cven those who sharc discrimination with

Africans, has to live,

In this context we werc most surpriscd after we had accompl i=
shed an achicvement, in getting the Prime Minister, to stt
down with us around a tablc to discuss Urban blacks, thuat
some blaeks baited in the main by the white press, took Tt
upon themsclves to question our crodentials for speaking for
our people herc, The struggle of the blackman is onc, and
even during the hey=day of the banncd African obﬁaﬂiﬂmtiqns,
such as The African National Congress, and the Pan=Africonist
Congress, no distinction was cver mode between urban and
rural teaderﬁhfp. There were scveral tedders who scrved

even as Presidents=Gencral of the African Nationaol Congress,

who came from rural arcas. | dispute that there is any
blackman who is not acguainicd with the whole impact of black
oppression, in South Africe, | am dealing with this ot such
length because, | think this is the time which calls for
each one of us whcther he is urban or rural to Joitn forces,

coordinakefforts and adopt o comnon strategy. This is no
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time for chewing the cud of mutual recrimination, purcly

on the bastis of who should speaii, for whom amongst Jlacks.

| f we do not guard azainst this great ‘Divide!, on the basts
of the press bait, we will find when it is too late, that we

have fallen, into yct another trap which seceks to weaken

our full impact, and which creates an aertificial barrier
between oppressed pcople, on the basts oi whether they are
Urban or rurcl. This ts ridiculous and farctical. lts price

is too great, we cannct afford to cllow tt,

Having said that | now comec to the main purpose of this meeting,
| came here to report back toc Urban Africans of the Reef,

on the discussion on Urban ZFiacks we had with the Hon,

B.J. Vorster, Prime litnistecr of South Africa, on the 22nd of

January, 1973,

Urban Black problens were dealt with as follows:

(a) Seéurity_of Tenure and Home Owncership and this discussion
was led by thc Honre Paramounit-Chief K.D. Matanzima,
Chief Minister of thce Transker. The Chief Mintster
of the Transkcei supported by the Hon, Professor Ha.ive
Ntsanwisi, Chicf YMNinistcr or Guzahkulu, submitted that
unless Black people in the Urian Arces, particularly
second and third generation tnhchitrints, assoclated and
identified thomselves with a Homeland, thetr pormanconcy tn the
'white! urban arcas should be'r@cogﬁiﬂed. T'he Black leaders
proposed a free --hold form of land tenure for Blacks in

Urban Arcas.

The Prime MHinister did not acccept the gronting of fireec=hold

rights to urban blacks, his araouncnt being that whites cannot

that
have free=hold rights in most "Homzlands', anqﬂhe cannot

therefore ec.. 7/




therefore allow Biacks to have frechold rights in "White!?
arcas. He arguad that whitcs werc not allowed to purchdse
land in frechold in the so=called SBlack areas, to protcct

the Black poputqtion-.graups who weire an economically=weak
poputatidn Group . He promiscd to look into a form of
lease=-hold which he stated would give blacks, a right to

make tmprovements on their houscs, and to get compensatton

for them. iiost black lecacers participated tn the discussion
as did the Minister of Bantu Administration, his two Deptuties

and Secretarics.

(b) Trading richts of the Slacks in the Urban areas:
The discussion on this item was led by me, and | was

supported by the Hon., ~Professor fH.W. Ntsanwisi, thec
- before Conference

Chicf Minister of Gazankulu. | put the memorandum |
pfesented at the tiarch Confcraence on the subjéct. We
went throuah that memoranduin point by point, | requested

that the onc=man one=business rule be relexced; thot Black
businessmen should be chlec to own business cstablishe
ments ofher than that providing only for the daily
essentiatéland domestic of Slaék'residents; thaot the
ban on the establishmcnt of 3lack partnorships, fino-
ncial institutions and wholcsale operations should be
lifted ond that the liccacing procedurcs for businessmen
be the same as thosec of whitc businessmen., | further
submittaod for consideration and discussion a mémordndum
on the same subjocts submitted to the hMinister of canty
Admini#tnation and bLevelopment, on October 31, 1974 by
Mr. S.it, Motsuecnyanc, and the Netional African Federated
Chambe r of Commerce. Other Bleck leaders also parti-

Cipatéd.

The Prime Minister said thot the points praiscd were all

valid. He promised that thesc matters would be

evaluation e.. 8/




. (c)

evaluated and laws and regulations affecting this situa-

tion would He reconsideored.

Influx Control Recgulations: The diszussion on this item

—— B it S R R

was led by the Horn. Professor H.%W. Nisanwisi, Chief
Mintster of Cazankulu and he vas swgportéd by the Hon.
Chief L.FH. Mungepe, Chicf Minisier of Bophuthatswand.
The Hon. Pargmount-Chicy K.D. ratanzima; Chief Mintster

of the Tranrskeci, took up the question of the Bantu

¥

Administration Soards.,

Professor Nitsanwisi agpcaled for the complete abolition
of influx contrel and he described influx control regu=-
lations as a dental of the ju Jamental human rights,
Chief #Mangope pointed out that fhese rcgulations caused
hardships wiitch needed at l(cost to be cased, Paramounte
Chief Matcnzima pocinted out that the institution of the

Admintstration Boairds had noi clleviated the position

of work-scekers, who werc looking for work tn the Urban

Arcas., He emphasized that there was hardly cnough
employment opportunitics in the "Homelands’, Other

lecaders also participaicd, as did members of the Prime

Minister’s tcom-

The.Primo_Miﬁigteﬁ satd therec was 2 alternative to
influx control e¢ind he satd that tt cculd not be done
away with. He stated that 1% was the Governments view
that the tnlux contrel rcgulations proiccted the
existing black iabour fcrece i the Urban Arcas- Heo
stated that a ccrtatn offictal by the name of Mr, MHoyer,

was at present 1nvestitgeting possibie amendments to tho

L

reoulationse. Fhe Prime Minisicer tnvited the leaders
to submit suggestions and, f it could be found, a

solution, for the entirec systom, The leaders
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(d)

- excepting me, agreed to cppoint three represcntatives,

at the Prime dinister?!s suggestion, from among thome
selves, who would sit down with the official concernced,
and posstibly others as well, to work out a bectter system,
| suggested that 1t might be better 1f we as lecaders
and other Blacks, gave eviéénce and submitted memoranda
on the influx control reaulations, instcad of joining
the officiaols in working out what was considered "a:
better sysitem of influx control’, This was rejccted
by the Frime FHinister and my colleagues said that the
Prime Minister's suggestion was reasonable. In the
Light of the Prime Mintster?!s catergoric statement that,
if we were suggesting thet the pass-=laws be repcaled,

&s we did, 1t cannot bc donc, ! feclt that | could not

stt down and produce as a co=ocutihor with government

officials, and "improved influx control system, /

believe that one cun give czvidence to an official Com=
mttce, entrusted with the job of doing this, but not
risk being the co=author of somcthing that oncl’s people
would still not be satisficd with, | quite appreciate
the difficultics centailed in the influx of pcople without
Jobs into the Citics throuchout the World, but | cannot
accept it in South Africo, so long as it is discrimina=

tory, in so far as it applics only to Africans, and to

‘no other ractal group. | felt thot this was a question

of principlec,

The pdaitfon of profcssional Slacks tn the Townships:

The discussion on this was lod by the Hon. Profcessor
HeWe Ntsanwisti, He declt with the posttion of profose
sibnat chcks, and tn particulor that of doctors. /¢
was fclt that profossional lFlacks, should be frece to
practisc thcecir profecssions in ithe Urban Arecas without -

any difficultics, F'he question of disparity in pay in

the case soc oo 70/




the case cf docters, wae also dealt with. F'he Hon,

M;Cfaotha,fh@_ﬁinfstar of Santu Administration and
Development told Zhe meeting that it was_ﬁovernmgnt

.boticy to. encourage professionclly trainced Blacks to settle
tn the ‘Homelands?.  The 'eaders felt that African
professional_p@opte, such as doctors, should not be

forced to go into ti.e "Homelands'! cnd must make up

their own decisions, the Prime MHinister satid thot this
policy was aitmed at helping the YHomelands?, but if the
‘Homelands’ did not requtre this protection, the policy

would be revised.

As far as salariecs wire concerned, the Hon, #.C. dotha,
pointed out that in a Homelond with setf-government such
as the Traﬁskei, which hos 1ts cwn deparitment of health,
doctors employcd oy tho Trﬁnsk&i recaived th@_sam@-
salaries as white doctors, It was Turther stated in

a bland statement; that it was Covernment policy to ',
nar.r‘.ow the wage gap. in the urhan areas. Other leoders

also fully participated in tlc discussion.

(e) Civic Richts for Slaciks in the Urban 4Apreac: The
A e — . e e e T, e A —— P — S e — e et

discussion was !ed by the Hon. D, C.N. “hiatudi, Chief

T

Minister of Lebowa. Tho Chief Minister potnied ocut that

# b ] - " -

Urban ﬁtqcks were soghistieca’od and ps'i%zcally conscious,
and needed to have their own local government - The

s

position as exisis at present, Y was pointed out, was

far from satisfactory. He was supported by the Chicf
Minister of the Transkeil srd mo. ! pointed out that

yrban Councils neaded 1o hove a hudget like all, other
Civic Councils. The Prime “inister asked whother
this meant clo*hing Urbhan Ccuncils with more responsie,
bility and we concurrad,
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A suggesticn was made by the Hone. M.C. Botha, on the
merging of Urban Councils with Representatives?! Urban

Boards., LThis-it was statcd, would be looked into,

At this point | read an excerpt from the memoraendum pre=
sented to us by the dayor of Soweto, Mr. Makhayae | put
to the Prime FHinister the sugocstion the Mayor of Sowcto
made, that Sowcto be proclaimed a Black Homeland. /
recalled that at a meeting | attended here in Soweto,

the then Mayor, Mr. Lencene, once requested me to make Proe
presentations to thot offcct, in the middle of a mammoth
gathering at the Jabulani Stadfum. The Prime Ministers!
'Fesponse was_tef&e,,and 1 ¢ wﬁs to the effect that the
proclamation of Soweto as a Homeland, was out of the
question, The Mintstor of Bantu Administration remarked
to the effect that this would be too casy a solution,

The Prime Minister went on to.say that if | asked, him to
concede on this suggestion of making Soweto a Homeland, he

must reply with a ""No"”,  That disposed of that item.

(f) Public F'ransport facilitics: On this item discussions

were led by the Hone PoramounteChicf K.O. Matonzima,
Chief iitnister of the Transketl, The Chief Mintster
pointeq out the tnadequacics of the maximum transport
facitiiius afforded Llacks from and to thetir pluces of
employmcnt ., He potnted out that these had reached a
saturation point, He satd that the contrast of these
facilitics with those provided for whites, can only causc
more and more bitter anti-=whitc feclinas, "He pointed
out how peoplc had to stand in gucues for long stiretches
of time, ond how they had to go‘into_exPenseS of hiring
taxis as o rcsult, F'he Chicf lMinister of the Transket
proposed an tntcr=decpartm:ntal Comaittece reprecscecnting

Transport and the department of Hantu Administration

and development eeee12/




and Deveclopmznt to-go into the matticr,

The «Prime Minister pointced out that conditions were much
worse tn othcer Countrics, He soid that the problem of

- moving huge masses of pcople at pecak hours, was an
intermational problcem. It wes pointed out that an thtere
departmental Committee does review the problem ycarly,
and that millions werc spent to improve transport. focili-

ties., The lMatter, it was decided would be discussed

at the next meeting.

(g) Mass rcmovals of Blacks® from Urban Arcas to Homeland Arecas:
The discussion was lecd by the Hone, Dr. C.N. Phatudi, Chief
Minister of Lebowa. He complained about lack of faci-
lities, in the arcos to which pcople were beitng removed,
He satd¢ that pcople suffered when they were "dumped?,
penniless in arcas without facilities, Then certain

- spectific removals in Lebowa were discussed at great
lenath. The Hone M.C. Botha, Minister of Santu Admini-
stration and Devclopment and of Jantu Education, told
the mecottng that the Government objccted to the usc. of
the word ""dumping'. Hco said that it was a principle
of the rescottlement programmc that no onc was sent to
a place wherc essential facilitics such as water, schools
and housing were non=cexistent, He told the meceting that
peoplec woerc compoensated for whatever they might have
to leave behind, He sard the policy was to rescettle
only "the worklcss',

(h) Ethnic Grouping in Urban Townships: The discussion was

led by the Hone Lr. C.i¥e Phatudiy, Chief /itnister of Lebowa:
The Chic?¥ iMinister pointcd out that-cthnic groupings amongst

blocks, werc taken too far hy the administtation, in spite

of the fact that our pceplc in the Urban townships,

were Living eee13/




were living together itn onc milicues He pleaded for
pcople to be able to live in free assoctation tn the
urban townships, and not by way of rcgulations, He

satd, that this applicd to rcsindential areas, and

schoolse.

The Prime Minister satd that itn the Urbanmn arcas Slacks
were frce to associate, unad that the 3Slack lcadeoirs thome
selves requcsted that tn Urban Arcas Schools should be
orcanised along lincs corrcecsponding with those of the
various 'Homelands'., it was statced that the matter

would nevertheless, be investigated,
LAt Pandd

(i) Education Problecms: The Discussion was led by the Hon,

Professor Ntsanwist, Chief dinister of Gazankulu, and
was supported by the Hone tire L.L. Sebe, Chicef Minister

of the Cisket, The subject was sub=divided into:

(i) Medium of instruction to tally with the medium of
instructidn, used in the arca of a parfinutﬂr}
'Home Land ! Legislature, to which cifizens in ¢

particular 'Hmland' bolondg.

(ii) The now rule concerning the equal use of English

and Africans as media of instruction.

iii) Africanisation of black Universitics,

The Discussion as | have clrecady pointed out, was laod
by the Hone. Professor H.We Ntsanwist. He proposced
that the medium of instruction used im schools in the
Urban arcas should bc the same as that used in the

schools tn the "8lack Homelands?, The Hone Profcecssor
Ntsanwisi, supportcd by the Hone. L.L. Sebe, submittcd

for disaussion and consideration, a memorandum on thc

same subjcet, submiticd Qo the Sccretary for Bantu

Education --..14/




Education on January . 7, 1974 by the Joint School=Zoards
and Committce=Boards of the Southern and Northern
Transvaacl Regions of Santu E£ducction, | poitnted out
that this question of not allowing our people tn the
urban arcas to usc the same medium, as that uscd tn those
arcas, callcd "Homclands! to which their taxes are
channcllced, and in which thcy arce supposed to bHe voters

~cut right across the principlc of self-government, offcred

blacks and in fact made o mockery of it, | was supported

in cxpressin: this view by the Hon, Chief L.M. Mangope,

Chicf Minister of Bophuthatswina, who said thaet this

was not in keecping with sclf=government, since the Urban
bltack population, who were denicd the right to use the
language which the "Homcland! Legislature has decided

should bc used, as a moedium of instruction, were supposed

to be Citizens of thosc !Homelands!,

It was contended by thc lcaders that Lnglish was more
generally used in thc "Homclands? High Schools and at
all the Glack Universtitics, A roquest was also made

for the change itn the rule, cpncerning equal usc of

g L AT

-

English and Afrikaans as medic of instruction, in the
Urban Schools. A case for the administration and

control of Black Universitfcs ¢to boe placed into Black
hands so as to bring chout "Africanisation” of Zluck

Univcrsitics, was very ably, proscnied on behal? of

Lcaders, by the Hon. Frofessor Ntsanwist. It was argucd
that key=dccision=making posts and bodics, should be

placed in the hands of black people. It was pointed

out that black academic stafi should also get cqual pay
with thoir white colleoaucs, cspecially now that this
has been put richt at .the University of the Westoern

Cap{f}.
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On the medium of instruction, the Hon. M.C. Botha soid
that the maticr was extromly complicated, posing enormous
practical problems involvinag more tham 5,000 schools and
required further investigation.  The matter was prcesently
being taken up with various school boards by the Sccretary
for Bantu Zducation, | asked what the time schedule

for putting right this qu-ustion of medium of instruction
~would be, and the Minister of Jantu Administretion Devee
lopment and Lducction, thc Hom, iisC. Botha, said that

"the matter could not be rushed’, | pointed out that

the feclincs of the people on this issue had been cxprose
sed for gquite somcetime now, The Mintster satd that

the matter could not be "spcame=rollered', | dented

that | wanied thc matter “stecammrollered” but that a

time schedule for fixing it up, necds to be set down,

The Minister disputed that the issue had becn going on
for a long time, arguing thot, we had mentioncd it at

our conference itn March 1974, .and that it had also becen

mentioned by the kwalulu Cabinct about two ycars ago.

The question of mother=teague instruction for pupils of
one 'Homeland'! rcsidine in aenother was discussed at great
length, A few misunderstandinags, especially regerding

the posttion in Garcnkuwa and Hahopane East were clecarced,
On this aspect of the matter, a meeting of the respective
Chief linisters to discuss these problems would be
convencd by the Deputy=ftiinister of Bantu Education, the
Hone T Nelie Jansone riost black leaders participated

in thes discussione

(j) Trade Unions for Blacks: This discussion was led by the

Hon. Chicf FMintster of Sophuthatswana,

Before ecee 16/




Before the Chief Ministor of Sophuthatswana could speaks-
the Prime Hintster pointed out that this matter of Trade
Unions had been fully canvassed tn Parliament in 7374,
~and that legislation was posseds - He thought 1t could
-"mot be taken any fturther,

The Chicf Minvsier askced whether the Prime‘ﬁi?iﬁfeﬂ

meant that the matitcr could not even be discussed; pointing
out that our pceople werc not saitsfied with Works
Committces, Chief fiangope then placed before the Con-
-ference a letter and memorandum sent by Mrs Lucy Mvubeclo,
to the Minisiter of Labour on bechalf of the National

Union of Clothing Workers {S.4.) on the subjcet of

Trade Unions. The tiinister of Bantu Administration the
Hon. M.C. Botha pointed out that the Minister of Labour
had dealt with matter, The Frime Minitsier however,
finally offered to arrange ac mecting between the leoaders
and the Hinister of Labour, although it was not tndicated
when such a meeting ts likely to bz held, as the Prime

Minister still haead to approach the Minister of Labour,

The Detentc in Southern Africa: This discussion wos led
by me, and was probably the most controversial part of
our whole conference, with the Frime Minister, i was
supported by the Chicf Mintaster of Bophuthatswana,

Other lecaders who participoated tn this particular discus-
ston were the following: Chief Minitstersy; the Hon,
Paramount=Chicf K.D. Matanzima of the -Transkei, tho

Hon. Dre C.N, Phatudt of Lebowa, the Hon, Professor

H.eWle Ntsanwist of CGazankulu, the Hon. Mr., L.lL. Sehe

of the CiSkGi-

» % =

In my prescntation, | congrciulated and applauded the

Prime Minitster of South AVrica the Hon. i.dJe VYorster
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and the President of Zambia, HeZe Dr. Kenneth Kaunda on
their efforts to promote detente tn Southern Africa.

| also read cexcerpts from a letter from a P.A.Co roefugee
abroad, in which he praiscd the Prime Minister and
expressed hopes that the Frime Mintster would rtse to
the occasion; and that his ncw deal would not just be

"a repctition of the samc policics that are already
unacbeptabt& to the International Community at large’,
~and this African patriot cxpressed a hope that ‘the
Prime Ninistér can, certainly deliver a lightening
stroke from the Southern Africa dark horizon und save
ouf peoplc and Country, as a Nation, from being the
international Community'!s "whipping boy", that should
be'pittoried at cevery other following conference’, I
quoted other excerpts, but | will only end up with that
one to show you, to what extent | felt | should cechcourage
the Prime Minister on black expectations, after hec has

taken inittiatives on a détente in Southern Africde

| reminded the Prime Minister of what he had satd to us,
in March 1974 that he does not believe on racial dise
crimination, but in differentiation and | told him

that we can hardly tell the difference between the twoe

| reminded him, that by cooperating with hts government,
in implementing this policy, wc had been slated as

Voo ldaborators with the Oppresscrs', by certain clements,
within South ﬂfrédag and othcirs outside South Africae.

/ remind&d him that therce were those amongst us who do
not beiievé in Apartheid ss a philosophy, but who have
coaperated merely there woere ho other alternatives

al lowed in}tha intecrests of a pcaceful settlement being
found. | pointed out the hopes ratsed that Blccks

were going to have a meanningful chaage in view of htls
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"give=us=six=mothss’, speech,

I- told: the Primc tiinister that this was o us, a natural
corollary of his initiatives in the present détente in-
Southern Africa., We hopod to share power, and decision

- making, in a new and meanningful way. | told the

Prime Minister of the assurances | was given by H.E,
President Kaunda, when | visitcd him in December, 1973
that he also believes itn a peaceful chanae, on the bastis
of the Lusaka lMantfesto, ! reminded the Prime Minister
that we had presentcd the Lusaka tanifesto to himy, in
March 1974, as a reasonablc basis for a peaceful change

in South Africa, | told the Prime Minister thot Presideont
Kaunda had then told me that he believed in o meantingful
dialogue, with South 4frica, hut that a meaninafiul
dialoguc should takc ploce between us within South Africa,
first before, he is intcrested in it, I told the

Prime Minister of a simiiar statement by the President

of Liberia, A.&£. Dr, William i, Toibert Jr. to me this
-year, when he said that tf thce Prine Minister wanted to
meet him as cp c1ral, that he would be interestced only,

1f the Prime Minister rcogarded his black hrothers in

South Africa first, as ecquals-

1 totd the Prime Minister that | had told the President
of Liberia, that although thc Prime Minister docs mect
us as cequals around the table, as today, it was too
early for me to judge whether we are moving towards
real and mcaningful cquality, in South Africao. /| told
the Prime Minister, that President Tolbert had exprcose
sed the view, that they would be guided by us, their
black brothers, as to what stance they should adopt

towards South Africa,
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] :told the Primc Ministecr that we do not regard the
present governmcnt policy on consolidating thesc arceas,

on the basis of the 1936 Natives Land Act, as leading us

to such rceal and meaninaful cqguality. But that after

his Scnate Speech, his iWigcl Speech, and Mr., ReF. Botha's
specch at the United Hations, in which the latter,

condemned raocial discrimination, we were full of cxpoecCe

tations, and that our hopcs had boen ratsed cven on a

more mecaninaful consolidation of the 'Homelaond! arcas,

/| hoped that _ 2
and that hce would seriously consider a federal formulo

A
on the basis of propcrly consolidated 'homeland! arcase

| then statcd that alihough the item on the détente hod

been pluced on the agenda witth the concurrence oFf my

fellow black Llecaders, | wantcd to point out that | did

not want to embarass thcm, by assuming that they also

agree with me, on the part of my memorandum, | was then

about to recad. | told the Prime Mintster that | took

full responstibility for this part of my memorandum, .. 1 .

warned: "We hove been prepared to endure abusce, tn the

hope that the government!s policy may be a road to

recal fulfillment for Slackse ¥ this road, as appears

under the circumstanccs desci ibed above, is leading only

to cul=de=sac, then our only alternative is to scek .
freedoms’, but in

fulfilment not tn unrcal ""scparate

one South Africa and in the only scat of power which ts

Parliament’, | went on:

"] would like to make it crystal=clcar, that | am not

saying thesc things, in any spirit of ill=will or threats,
but | fecl that it is my moral cduty, at this point in time
to point out, the only logicel altcrnatives we have, tf

we do not want our pcople to iresort to Civil disobedience

and disruption of Services in this land. - Not thot |
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intend lcadirng my peoplie in this direction at:tﬁd moment,h*
but- | do feel judging by the mood of my people, that it ?
is timely, that | should point out that tf no meahingé
ful change ts forthcomina for them through the goverh;
ments! policics, this will come as a logical alternative,
| belicve in avoiding sttuations, when we as South
Africans can only hurt cach other, with no recal victors
on etther side. At the same time, | want to scy that

| cannot be expected to successfully ward off the venting
of pent=up frustrations of my people, 1f the vovern=

ment continually fails to offcr them anything maaningful
throuagh their policy.”. | quoted a number ofF excerpts
from Mre. R2.F. Botha's speecch at the United Nations., |
also quoted extensively Ffrom the now famous spcecch Dy

Mr, R.F. Botha, South Africals representative at the
United Nations. On page 6 of his substantive toxt

Mf‘.-. Nele Botha sotde

"| would be naive Sir, to preotend that | do not know

why it is that members of this Organization espectally
the Africcn memb:.rs display ftowards uvus this antagonism,
this lack of goodwill. It 1s bastically because these
members think that the whites of South Africa have some
inbor#h hatred and prejudice acainst the 2lacks, that they
consider themsclves to be supcirtor to or in some ways
better than the Blacks ond that on these grounds they
discriminate against them in order to deny them fundae

mental riachits and freedoms®, and on parne 9 to 10:

"A policy such as our which is designed to avoid disaster,
to eliminaite friction and coniirontation between different
peoples to climinnte dominztéion of onc group by another
and to give every men his cdue ean surely not be

said to run counter to civilized concepts of hunan

dfgnitfes " ee 21/




dignities and Ff~cecdoms

"Our policy is not bascd on eny concepts of superiority
or inferiority, but on the his*orical fact that different
pebples differ in their lovaltics, cultures, outlook

and modes of lifec and thot they wish to retain thcm,

I do not deny that unsavoury and reprehensible incidents
between Black and White do occur in South Africa, incidents
which no civi’*zed man can def ad, incidents which |

cannot condemn ton strongly®,

Owing to the fact that it was gotting late, | was not
able to guotc one of the most important passages in
that whole speech, which appears on page ‘13, I think
tt will be of great intecrest i this meeting tf | guote
this passage from Mr, (i.F. Sothals specch at the United

Nations:

"Despite this | know vary well that many members of
this Organisation will say to wse Well that all sounds
very fine but if you rcally frel as you say you do why
ts 1t thut the policies of yocur Government arc discrie
minatory? Why ts 1t that your logistationor some of
it anyway distinguishcs botwocnpaersons on the grounds

of colour and race?

""We do have discriminctory prostices and we do have
discrininatory laws. And 1t ts preciscly becouse of

this that the agr :-test mis. derstandings occur and our

motives arc most misrcproscntoed. But that discrimination
must not be cquc .- ¥ with racicalism, I f we have that
discriminction 1s not becausc the Whites in South
Africa have cny 'fGPEZ;Qﬁth" Comolex.  We are not
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better than the Black pcople; we arc not cleverer

than they are. What we can cchieve so can they, Those
~ laws and practices are o pert of the hisfaricat evolution
of our Country, they were introduced to avoid friction
and to promote and protecct the intcresis and the dovee
lopment of cvery group not orily those of the Whitcs,

But | want to state here today and categorically: My
Government does not condone discrimination purcly on

the grounds of race or colour. Discrimination based
solely on the colour of a man's skin cannot be defended,
And we shall do everything in our power to move away from

discrimination basad on race opr colour.,

May | refer to just one example, the field of Sport, To
use the words of my Hinistcer of Sport, if by apartheid
in Sport is meant discrimination on grounds of colour

or race cthen agpartheid is disappearing and will disappear

from Sport in South Africa. I would mislead you if |
imply this will happen overnicht. There are schools
of thounht, traditions and practices which cannot bo

changed overnight, wut we arc moving in that dircction.,

We shall continue to do so.

| quoted some of ‘these extrocts to show the Prime Mintster
what has heiohtencd black cxpectations as a result of his
utterances, and the utterances of South Africa'gtper-

manent Represcnitative at the United Nations.

The Hon. Chicf Leits Mongope, referred to the March 1974
Conference and the Prime #inisitoprls statement that he

did not belicve in racial discrimination. He asked
whether we are going to be separate and equal, and wanted
to know what the import of the Frimo Minister's specches

was, and that of Mr..ﬁ.F.‘£3¥h&, at the United Mations,
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The Chicf iiinister wanted to know what had becn donce to
educate the people tn Southdﬁfrica to avotid harmful racial
inctdents, The Hone Profe Helle Ntsanwisi pratscd the
Prime kinistcr for his rolc in promoting déteonte, and
hoped that this would lcad to an tmprovement of condie
tions for black pcople in South Africa., The Hon,
Paramount=Chicef K.D. Matanzima, supported him, and also
plecaded with the Prime Minister to takce the Slack leaders
into his confidence on thce guestion of where South Africa
was gotnge The Hon. Or. .l Phatudi also stressed the
expectancy creatced by the recent speeches. The Hone

Mro L.L. Scbc, expressed hopes of meaningful changce and

the expectancy he had encountered in his travels cven

abroad,_

The Prime Minister repeated thc matn theme of his speech
in the Senctie, dealing wiih peacc and cooperation in
Southern Africae. He outlincd the rcactions in Zambia
and else where and then declt in detail with his speech
in-Niget. Quoting from the typc=written text of the
speech, the Prime Minister scid, that he had not askad
for six-=months for himsclf, or for his party, or for his
policy, but for South Africc, and that even those who
refusgd to give him that time will scece whoere South
LAfrica stands 1tn 6 = 72 months. He was referring here
not to domestic affairs of South Africa, but to the
qbestion of South Agrica'ls peﬁition tn Africe and the
World. He repeated thaet tf pcoce could be achteved

in Southern ﬁfrica, the black lecaders would appfeciate

where South Africa would then stand.

The Prime Minister saild thot those people who now foeted
the 'Homeland! lcaders ot Conforences had had their

opportunity .in the past and asked what they hed done for

the élack esecee 24/




the black pcople, and leaders, of that peritods. The
black. leaders, were now recognised as such, and could
discuss mattcrs with him as cgucals.- He said, that
Government policy was indecd to get away from purely
racital discriminatione. However, he pointed out that .
there are many differcnces, which existed tn South
Africals multi=national composiiion. He said; that

very day'’s meeting with black leaders, on matters of vital

importance to them was proof of how the Government was

trying to eliminate friction and how the black leaders
shared itn the considerations, and decisions on matters

affecting black people

On the qucstion of sharing power tn one Parliament, thc
Prime Ministcr said that this was not the policy of his
Party and his Government.,  lowever, black lecaders would
~ventually have sole power in independent Stotes, Meone
while mcire and more opportunitics would be crecated for
black pecople to excrcise power acnd responsibilitiecs in

the "Homelands®, and to ohtain experience in for example
interncitional affairs. - The Prime Minister mentioned

in this connection the recent what he called "multi-
national?” delegation tc the United Nations and the training

of Slack diplomats and informction Officers abroad,

Referring to my memorandum, in which as you have heard,

| referred to Civil disobedicnce and disruption of
Services, if black asPiﬂdtionﬂ cre not met, the Prime
Minister said that | should consider my position and state
ments. He said no onc would be allowed to taoke ithe law
into his hands, and South Africe would be administierced

on“the bastis of law and ordcre

He said, he envisaged independence for all 'Homelands?

and prOMiSGd ceasce 25/




and promised that South Africao would,_after their indee
pendence provide fznanc1at and tcechnical experttse to “
the new Countr;esa1 He said that we must wait and see

what happens when the Transket qets ttqitndependence.

rl

(L) The‘guesiionoi Amncsty for South African political
exiies and eriSOﬁers: This discussion was led by me,“
and most leaders participatced with great feetihg Tn tit,
When the Prime Minister asked me what | meant by political

,prtsoners, | said | have tn mind peopte itke lire Nelson
Mandelae. | told the Prime iitnhister that even on the

~ basts o7 common law offenders, o remission of sentencé
is qtven after a certain period of ttme, and | appeated
that this matter be dealt with tn the same waye. ! '
potnted out that the Rhodesian political detainees had
been relcaosced as a result of the Prime Minister's
initiatives. | felt this was the osychoiogical moment
to retcase our own political deiatn@es. The Chiéf_' :
Mtntster of the Transket, the Hon. K.D. Hﬁtunzimd,-in
supporttna my presentation, sctd that spectal cons i
derattan ought to be given to those who teft the Country

wzthout a pass part _mro who now wished to returm io

'Homelands’ such as thﬂ Transkcie

The Prime iMinister scid that if people left South Africe,
and did not commit a crime, and were not Comiunists, but
thetr only crlmu WO S t@avznw the Country without c

- passport, hu would constdor therr return sympatheitcally,
if the t@ﬁﬁGP51VOUCh for thome The same apnttﬂd to o
those wno iefi wzth an extt permit, The Priume uzn:;ier'
said that he had warned these people at the time, that
if they had been sentenced by o Court for breaking the
law and later fled the Country, they would reccetve no

Mercy. Keferring to one of the prisoners whose names
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had been mentioned, and otheirs who are in prison with
hib, the Prime Minister said the prisoner 1in guestion
boasted ofF beitng a Communist in Court, and he had not
changed his mind, ‘ He saqid the same apptied to some
of His fettowﬂprifonersg He went on to say, thatlatf
people in South A rico, Blacks and Whites, neeaded prow
tection against thé QSpirations of.Comﬁunigts such as
thelindividuat, who did not, in his opinion, speak for

Black pcople, but on behalf of the Communist Porty.

On the qucstions put to the Prime Minister by Dr, Phatudi
and others Dy mé, on Fire. Robert Sobukwe,.the Prime
Minister said that Mr, Sobukwe did not fall into the
aboveementionad category., In other words, he was m:n%f—E

a Commyniat, even though he hod other problems., He

satd that his case was reviewed frém time to time., On
betng asked by me, on whether he could not initiate a
spectal review of Mr. Sobukwe'ls case; at his speciol
instance, the Prime Minister suid he would do so, although

he cannot bind the Minister of Justice and vice=versas

Other issues discussed were, Forcign Investments in "the Home-
lands?, the powcrs and funcitions of Commissioners=General

and the proposced new autonomous Homeland Development Corpo-

rations, I will not go into thcm,

I have come here because f believe that | have a moral
obligation to report to y-u as our Constituents. /| do not
consider that it is good elough for me to trust that you will
get tit=bits, of what was discussed through mass-media,

That is why | am here to day.

As you have seen on peripheral issuces, thercec, were a few

concesstions, hcire and therec, | believe that it is time,

we hear ..e.e.e 27/




we hear from you whethar we can adopt a new strategy, tn the
light of the rcactions to cur prescntation of your gitevances

by the Prime Minitstar,

At the same time, 31n¢e | went so far as to issue the warntng
of Qhaf might happen, | felt that | need to come and explain
exactly what |/ said, and exucély what | meant. | have not
deviated from my path of non—violence, in spite of all the
violence arrayed aqatnst uso, aghgowertess and VOtcetess -
people of this land. Since our people can never meet
violence with violence, even 1tf $n® assumed some wénted this,
| do betieve thaot they hove other non=violent methods, which
will come to hand automatically, if nothing meansingful
emerges for tﬁcn, .n terms q: qharing real decision maoking,
pottt}cal power and of sharing thc wecalth of South Africa which
we have also worke& to produce, over decades of years.l

These are no throqts at all, but PGSpOﬂSlble warninags of what
s logical, 1f the dﬂtente leaves us cold, tn thts part of
Southern Afrzun, with nothing meaningful for us, 1in terms

of wealth
of the shartnqaqnd dec1310n-maktng, | have referred_to above.

All thesc thinﬁs cannot be over~simplified. These things
mean an uphttt qtrUﬁqte such as the Afrikaner htmself hade

In many ways our struwnte is, and will be much more arduous
than that orf the Afrlkaher.' The Afrikaner at.teast had the
advantagé of u Whttensktn, fhﬁ vcwitabte measuring =rod of .
Security, and prtv:leae in South Africa, for the lﬂSt three

hundred yearse.

What | hove come to say is, that we need to think seriously,
of the only altcrnatives, that might be forced on us by
ctrcumstanCﬁs, white 1ntran51ﬂ”ﬂcu, and whtite qre;d. /

fear that if, we ore taken by surprisc and we are cauqht

napping, | would nev=r forgive myself for nc* issuing these
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warnings.

These are not things, | say Liohtly, nor are these things
we can be Jubilant about, These Spett_for us the painful
path which all oppressed people have at one time or anothepr

to traversep as there are hardly dny short-cuts to freedom,

Our Afrikancr Countrymen whe ocre today wielding power over
us, should know these thincs, beticr than anyone, since thetr
own rcmories of their own subjugation are still so fresh,

being less than a century agoe.

| realise only too well thot just like the Afrikancr, our
path to freedom is full of dan:crs. The Afrikancr will
bear me out, that this is a path Ffraught with suffering, and
| am afraitd cven with_death, for somec of us. The conso=
lation | have which, | hope is well founded, ts that the
Afrikancr himscly did not ascend to powcr only through
bloodshed. My datly praycr for himy is that God should
give him the grece, He gave the English, to bow to the inevie=

table, while there ts time,

Most of you might expect mtracles from us. Some of y«u

use us even to ventilate their frustrations, as i7f we retard
the pace of your march, to frecdom, That is one of the
reasons why | have decided to come and tell it to you,

like it isq. This | am doing in the hbpe that you will
realise that we have"a great morol duty to make sacrifices
for our postoerity. The Afrikancr who is ruling us today ts
reaping the irutts of many sacrificces, his forebears moce
for him, The way to freedom was for him, sprinklcd wfth the
sweatl wifh blood and with tears,. | ¥ we expeccted any less
than this, it can only mecan one thing, which is that we are

Living in a Fool's paracdise.
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We as your t@&ders cannot dictatc scuecrifices to you, We
must liatse with you, and rcach soic comsemnsus, ¢S to where
we are going, and how we arc metiting there, We have to
learn from past cxperiences aond avotd some of the mistakes
of some of our prcdeccessors, It is no longer good enough
to promote sporadic dramnatic cciions, which will be toptical
tn the World preoss for a fow wecks or even months and
then peter out, We must atm for somethino wnich will make
our rulcers come to terms with us not just on the bhasis of a
make=shift arrangement, but on the basis of finding a formula
for peaceful co=exisience of pcoplc of South Africa, of cvery
race, and of cvery colour. It is no longer good chnougn to
blast us, for not "talking scnse into the Prime Mintster’,
as some of you would say. We want to know alternative
sugagestions gitven dirget to us and not through mass media,
This we must do, if wc are all convinced that black solida=
rity ts the answer to black 05 :1re5510Me We do not pretend
to be some demi=Gods, we care hunan litke each one of you, we
are no more some devils or anccls, than anyone of you can be
etther of thosc thindgse We have power, and we can only

. . do not by . : .
use 1t effectively, only €f we,srop, talking black solidarity,

but 1f we act as if we really belicve in it,




