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BY | UWA OLI PHANT

he short terminsurance

i ndustry is |osing about

R -billion a year to car

theft syndicates _ and

fraudsters - who are ship-

pi ng | uxury vehicles out of the
country.

To stemthe tide, the South

African Police Services have joined
forces with their Southern African
Devel opnment Conmmunity ( SADC)
counterparts to stamp out the thriv-
ing stolen car ttexport" market which
i nvol ves mainly | uxury vehicles.
Operation Mangochi is one of a
nunber of highly successful intelli-
gence-driven cross-border operations
 aunched on the basis of SARPCCO s
(Sout hern African Regi onal Police
Chi ef s! Cooperation Comittee)
constitution and agreenent.

tt The agreenent is a trans-

nati onal or crosswborder communi -
cation and policing forum between
the different police agencies around
the southern African region? said
spokesperson for the SAPS Seni or
Superi ntendent Mary Martins-

Engel brecht.

Marti ns- Engel brecht said even

though the many successful cross-
border operations focus on certain
identified crines, such as drugs and
firearmtrafficking, high priority is
given to the conbating and investi -
gation of cross-border vehicle crinme
in the region, because SADC coun-
tries lose mllions in revenue.
ttOrganised crinme is a phenome-

non which is generally recogni sed as
contributing to gl obal problens that
adversely affect not only security,
but al so harm financi al systens and
af fect econom c prosperity,” said
Marti ns- Engel brecht.

Wthin 10 days of | aunching
Qperation Mangochi in February, 33

[ uxury vehicles were inpounded in

Zi mhabwe, Swazuanu ana bot swana.

And 28 of these vehicles were
reported stolen or hijacked in South
Afri ca.

In their first-ever operation in
Angol a at the beginning of April, 69
South African |luxury vehicles were
recovered, and 21 were found in Zim
babwe.

Superi nt endent Justus van Zyl,
comuander of the International Ve-
hicle Crime Investigation Unit, said
that al nost every day | uxury vehi -
cles | eave South Africa for various
SADC countries through the ports.

Q hers are being taken by their

ri ghtful owners when they cannot af-
ford their nonthly instal nents.
ttThis is what we call a hool a-

hoop, because the owner will drive
the car to another country, sell it and
cone back to South Africa and



report the car stolen so that he or she
can claimfromtheir insurance com
pany," said Van zZyl.

Van Zyl said that the investiga-

tion was costing the South African
government ta | ot of noney, be-

cause the procedure required them

to send conplainants to identify the
cars in the respective countries.

“If we had to send one com

pl ai nant to Angola, we woul d pay

R6 000 for a return flight, a hote
costs $200 (about Rl 470) a day, supply
food and make sure that they are dri-
ven to the right places, soits a
costly business,"” he said.

Caroline da Silva, executive
spokesperson for the South African

I nsurance Associ ation, confirned

that people were taking tttheir own
cars" over the borders.

She said between 15% and 30% of
vehicle claims had a fraudul ent ele-
nment and was costing the notor

i nsurance industry about R -billion
a year.

Da Silva said they were working

toget her with Busi ness Agai nst
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The paraffin has run out, the food is
sure to follow suit, and the seven-
nont h-ol d baby on Sel i ne Nakeng’s
back has no idea his famly is on the
verge of a crisis.
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become a catal yst to register people
who have | ong been wary of existing
formally in government eyes.

But while the government strug-

gles with docunentation and its own
bureaucratic problens, Gautengls
hungry are left to rely on thensel ves.
"tManv M -nO rat’s. O nwsA
brlllle to set snc: control neasures
over the borders.

uComuni cation in SADCis im
proving, the SAPS is doing a good
job, but we have a problemwth the

| egal framework in sone countries
because of the innocent-buyer
clause," said Da Silva

Marti ns- Engel brecht said that
mllions of rands’ worth of vehicles
had been recovered and repatri ated
t0 the respective countries as a
direct result of the close co-opera-
tion between the | aw enforcenent
agenci es.

But to further strengthen the re-

| ati onship, the SAPS has sent its
menbers to Swaziland to present a
SADC Vehicle Crime Training

Cour se.

The course forns part of the
SARPCCO s tttrain the trainers ini-
tiativei, and is ainmed at sharing ex-
pertise with 30 detectives from 12
SADC countri es.

It will equip those attending with
speci al i sed investigation skills, spe-



cially fornulated to apply in their

di fferent countries, when dealing

with vehicle crines.

She added that the investigators

woul d al so receive training on how

to deal effectively with vehicle crine
syndi cates operating across the

bor ders.

The invol venent. and i nfornma-

tion fromthe citizens across the
spect rum proved invaluable to in-
vestigators and | aw enforcers in

their common goal to hanper and

eradi cate cross-border crimes.
ttCrimnals and crine syndi cates

find it nore and nore difficult to ply
their trade across the borders. The
hands-on integrated approach by the

di fferent policing agencies is deter-
m ned to paral yse the market for

stol en vehicles and thereby protect
the inhabitants of the region," said
Marti ns- Engel brecht.

R14-mllion for what Nakeng and

ot hers have conme to call Wnnie
Mandel a Park. Masingi has seen its
transformation fromuntilled farm
land to a place of tarred roads and
even running water in sonme places.
Anong the shacks of nostly tree
kwonnknc and h’lanin __ nr Frw Han
KEEPI NG THE SOUND ALI VE: Bongonil e’ onozo has been accused
| ate | grooner’ Mhlatinl, but Zonozo mpirgoins he Is preserving TV
No I D, no food parcel for shack dwellers
He wat ches as tive of her children
cone hone each day to the harsh
reality of the famlyis single bed and
little nore than bread to fill their
st omachs.

til need a job. Mnday to Friday,

what ever, | need a job," Nakeng said,
nninl-lu nnniwn nf half "1 1n"? AP

th

Mot soat ose said she is often

forced to refer people to |ocal non-
gover nent al organi sati ons, who

t hensel ves sonetines lack the re
sources or nanagenent capabilities

to deal effectively with those in need.
But Lesufi said the nunmber of
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