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Zwelithini finds himselfin

tough spot on demarcation

Perception that king has moved closer to ANC undermines

THE Zulu. monarch,
King Goodwill Zwelithi-
ni, finds himself be-
tween the devil and the
deep blue sea. .

In the charged polit-
ical . landscape - of
KwaZulu-Natal, the king
has not been successful
in his bid to remain
above. the party politi-
cal’fray, and instead is
perceived as a support-
er of the African Nation-
al Congress (ANC).

Having been weaned

from ‘the Inkatha Free-
dom . Party by then
tourism and economic
affairs ‘MEC Jacob Zu-
ma,the king launched a
legal- challenge to IFP
leader Mangosuthu Bu-
thelezi's_‘claim to the
prime- ministership of
the Zulu nation.,
. This was, however, conceded
in the subSequent abandonment
of the case, as part of a negoti-
ated peace pact in the province.

Matters “came té° a head for
Zwelithini in his alignment with
other traditional leaders, includ-
ing Buthélezi, in their opposmon
tothe demarcation process.

His allied in the ANC, includ-
ing formef: president Nelson
Mandela -and President Thabo
Mbeki, weht ahead “with the
democratisation of traditional
areas over the opposition of
some traditional leaders.

This process spelt she un-
speakable for tradltlonal leaders

—forsaking their Birthright :to
lead and competing in e]ecuons

Political analyst ‘Dumisani
Hlope said the perceived shift in
allegiance gave the king credibil-
ity problems. .“He was once en-
sconced In the closet of the IFP,
and then shiftéd to the ANC."

‘This  has’ ‘alienated IFP
supporters. He has found it
difficult to woo them back, while
ANC supporters in the province
remain wary of the need for a

L. 5

King Goodwill Zwelithini
monarch. '

Hlope wewa the situation as
part of a broader malaise that
faces traditional leaders else-
where. “The Zulu nation, like any

other African nation, has found .

itself degraded by the ravages of
colonialism. Other forms of
mind control, particularly Chris-
tianity, have also impinged on
the cultural heritage of the black
races,” said H]ope

He doubts the tradlt:onahty
of the opposition to demarca-
tion, being led, as it is, by tra-
dlt:ona[ !eaders oba

“In African ~ ‘culture, the
amakhosi (traditional leaders)

would gather at an imbizo (meet-

ing) and table their opinions on a

-subject. After deliberation, the

king would decree his opinion
and lead the route to be taken,”
said Hlope.

The African idiom of the king
speaking for the nation was
doubtful in this instance. The
king's “running between the IFP
and ANC" had caused damage to
hisimage.

The chairman of the National
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House of Traditional
Leaders, Mpiyezin-
tombi Mzimela, said the
king was not a member
of the body, as he was
“above”it.

“We report to him all
the proceedings in the
demarcation battle as
they unfold. We have
his blessings in all our
actions,” said Mzimela.

The king's spokes-
man, Thembinkosi
Memela, said -that al-
though he had not at-
tended the weekend
meeting between tradi-
tional leaders and
‘Provincial "and . Local

. Government * Minister
. Sydney Mufamadi, the
king had already; voiced
. his “disquiet” to Mbeki
atameetmgln.la.nuary
“Although . was
agreed at that meeting to have
contact and consultation, noth-
ing materialised,” said Memela

" He could not conﬁrm whether

Zwelithini would attend an Oc-
tober 21 meeting in Pretoria.

It appears the monarch is be-
ing taken less seriously by some
in the province. This was evi-
dent during a KwaZulu-Natal
Tourism promotion on Friday.

During his speech, “subjects”
were quite candid in their disre-
spect for the monarch, laughing
at his m:spronunciatmn of En-
glish words. Questioned, a guest
replied: “He is a king. So what?”

At his 50th birthday party in
Nongoma last year, Zwelithini
was forced to depart from his
keynote address several times to
call for silence while he spoke.

The king has also had to con-
tend with sustaining the impres-
sive mantle of his predecessors.

Thus far all Zwelithini has
managed to muster in this
regard is the resuscitation of the
annual reed dance, which he
uses to espouse “traditional
African values”.
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GOVERNMENT and traditional
leaders are evidently moving in
the same direction in their at-
tempts to resolve the impasse
-on the role of chiefs in local gov-
ernment that saw the announce-
ment of the local government
election date being postponed.
Patekile Holomisa,. president
of the Congress of Traditional

. Leaders of SA (Contralesa), said
yesterday that President Thabo....this.is the case (in terms of gov-

Mbeki had mumcnmn traditional .
leaders that-their ‘powers E.a.

i Eunzonm would beincreased..
.~ Holomisa, who is also a SmS.

.ber of a’technical.committee of

Vi, it

Xolan! Xundu JP; “Contralesa says traditional _mmnma assured 3 more uoémﬁ

_lation,

the same direction. The techni-
cal committee met yesterday
. and sought to establish whether

.new municipal structures would

result in the powers and func-
tions of chiefs being diminished
and, if so, in what way.

. “If, in terms of existing legis-
traditional leaders are a
forni of local government, and if

-ernment'’s proposal), the institu-.*

.. tion will continue to be a form of
_Onmh government,” hesaid.. ...

.’A team’ of legal:experts had
cno: .assembled :to review: th

9%@,8

ing overlapping Uoima between

- the'two institutions. In the spirit

of co-operative governance, a
formula will be found to ensure
the two structures complement

.each other rather than' being
" contradictory,

Holomisa said.
Zam Titus, director-general .
in the provincial and local gov-
ernment department, said: “All
people working on this have-to".

.. burn the midnight oil because of
" the urgency of the matter.:Pro-" .miw%ma% potential obstacles to:
‘posals that we will submit to our *

principals will start n.ﬁnnmmsm to--
morrow. For government, there’

“the date was November 29.,

oot is very: :.nnonmun to- Swm

en

_SE.man: s__dc_n_ disclose this "
week whether the election date «
government had in mind was af-:"
fected. He could not say whether .

Independent ‘Electoral Com- -

ficer Mandla Mchunu said the
IEC viewed the meeting between -
government and traditional lead:,
: ers inagositive light, L. 5+ . %

.-free:and fair elections.;We are.
:oEum that they will announce a
date this, week because it would

" country is of give and take.”
~mission (JEC) chief electoral of-.;:

' spokeswoman:. Nomfanelo:.Ma-.
_u.ouu said it:was good that: mo<.

" . announced to prepare for elec--
. tions. African National Congress .

ernment wanted to bring every-"
‘one:on board. .“We hope the:

- whole process will notderail the _
_n_nn:o:u. Our history in :.am

.-+ United ;- Democratic- - Move-
. ment president Bantu Holomisa
. called for .the electlons:;to. be .
.postponed until.late .Fscs S0:

s’ noEP be.addressed: s..;&w
oncerns’’ cannot - be: mo?ma

oﬁnb_mrn. If ”__.53 is going to,be

ad

._

the concerns:of traditional _omn__..,_

‘work for us to have the n_an:c_._m
e mn Em end on zoéawnq. e

“traditional leaders.and. govern- ;. roles and functions of municipal--%"is no reason why we 'should not’
. ment set up at the weekend, said - _-ities and traditional leaders, m..a,: mn_mr attheend oftheweek.” "™ *
.. there were indications that the , .would table its report tomorrow.: .. -. Titus sald'Provincial and ro.

s

...two institutions were Eos.n.m 5

...;nu. :.Emn bua away. 2 wwmo?.
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Poll date delay

DELAYS in local elections could have signifi-
cant implications. Not only are political parties
inconvenienced. So, too, is every organisation
involved, including school and similar institu-
tions which are to be used as polling stations.

Most severely affected will be the
Independent Electoral Commission, which has
to plan in detail, including hiring staff on con-
tract. In addition, delivery to the poor requires
the establishment of efficient local government
structures. :

Bearing all of this in mind there is under-
standably consternation at the weekend state-
ment by Minister Sydney Mufamadi, putting on
hold the announcement of a date because of pres-
sure from traditional leaders.

Obviously discussions with “African royal-
ty”, as they prefer to be called, must be handled
with circumspection. Modernity or not, many
Scuth Africans are content to owe their fealty to
tribal superiors. .

Their wishes must be acknowledged, along
with those of the chiefs who fear their authority
will be whittled away by new demarcations and
municipal arrangements,

At’'the same time democracy cannot be held
to ransom by unreasonable demands. We would
have hoped that, after lengthy talks, the govern-
ment would have reached a workable agreement
with the chiefs. But official assurances have not
been adequate.

Now a “technical committee” has been set up
to clarify the role of traditional leaders. It must
complete its work promptly and give the people
a chance to make their political choices.

The poll delay must be as brief as possible.

Time to change

FARMERS have the right to do what they want
to with their land. But they must also help edu-
cate children whose parents work on farms.

That is why Northern Province education
MEC Edgar Mushwana has urged them to sign
an agreement to provide land to build schools.

Unfortunately, only two out of 1490 farmers
have signed the agreement and the government
is faced with a deadline of November 30.

Should the government seize farmland for
schools? Not until all avenues have been
exhausted. .

Farmers must be made to understand that
workers and their children are the most intim-
idated, least-considered and poorly funded. Now
the government wants to maintain all farm

1 must be brief

- schools, which would eliminate a big headache |

T

' By THULANI MSIMANG ~{
N cal Government Réport{
KWAZULU-NATAL  Premidr
Lionel Mtshali has warned that
the failure to resolve boundary
disputes may cause traditional
leaders to defend their powers
by “all means at their disposal”.

He also accused government
of trying to reduce the powers
of traditional leaders. Mtshali
was addressing a Heritage Day
ceremony over the weekend
organised by traditional leaders
where he was quoted in an IFP-
owned Weekly newspaper,
Ilanga, warning government
that “people may be forced to
defend what is theirs by all
means at their disposal”. * -

The warning came, while a

.technical committee set ip by
the government and traditional
leaders was meeting ‘behind
closed doors in Pretoria in a bid
to resolve a stand-off between
the two parties over the role of
South African Royalty within
.the new municipal structures.

“Iam concerned about what
may happen to this nation if
people try to take away the pow-
ers and the dignity of tradition-
al leaders,” Mtshali said.

“The ANC said it was irre-
sponsible of the premier to
threaten violence at a time
when the matter was still inder
“discussion. ANC spokesman
Mtholephi Mthimkhulu said
the democratic rights of peopte
.who-live in ftural areas must
-also be safeguarded. . .

4  ® Meanwhile, the Indepen-
dent Electoral Commission has
called on thousands of potential
voters, who missed - the last
phase of registration for local
government elections, to regis-
ter_this week at their nearest
municipal offices. ' An IEC

- spokesman said the voters’ roll
was still open for last-minute
additions. ...~ ° " e

for farmers. It is time to change. ;
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Mew committee to examme role of tribal chlefs

CHARLES PHAHLAHE _
Pmmsmm Buaam ;

A nine-member committee =Y
announced yesterday to examine thie
role of traditional leaders under the
new municipal boundaries will -
commence its work tomorrow
assisted by a team of legal experts.
The Joint Technical Committee, estab-
lished yesterday, includes Provincial and
Local Government Director General Mr
Zam Titus, Head of the House of Tradi-
tional Leaders Inkosi Mpiyezintombi

‘Mzimela, ANC MP Inkosi Patekile-

Holomisa, Home Affairs Minister Mango-

.suthu Buthelezi and the [FP leader’s spe-..

-

cial advisor Dr Mario Ambrosini.

A sub-committee of legal experts will
table a report at the meeting on a review
of the roles and functions of municipali-
ties on the one hand and that of tradition-

.. alleaders on the other.
" The Joint Technical Committee also -

" agreed on its functions, which are to

-~ impact of the demarcation process on the

examine whether the powers of tradition-

- al leaders would be diminished after the

local elections and, if so, in what way. It
will also make recommendations to rem-
cdy the situation.

Mr Mufamadi was due to announce the

. date of the election on Saturday but post-

poned the announcement so that the

powers of traditional leaders could be
assessed. :

Traditional leaders have criticised the
new municipal demarcation saying it
would diminish their powers. Their rep-

-resentation in local councils has been
. increased to 20%, but traditional leaders

say this does not give them powers they
would lose under the new dispensation.

The Democratic Alliance yesterday
attacked the Demarcation Board for fail-
ing to properly consult with traditional
leaders resulting in the poatponemml ol
the election date. .

“The DA is of the oplmon that thls

issue could have been prevented if the

Municipal Demarcation Board had taken

pro-active steps well in advance to make
proper use of the consultation process
with traditional leaders," said DA MP

. Francois Beukman said;

He was referring to Provmcial and
Local Government Minister Sydney
Mufamadi’s answer to a question tabled
in the National Assembly. In his- answer,
Mr Mufamadi said that the Demarcation
Board held various workshops to consult
with traditional leaders and their con-
cerns were considered.

In a recent speech in the National

.. Assembly, Mr Mufamadi said the chal-

lenge for traditional leaders and elected

-officials was to master the issue of peace-
. ful co-existence. " L ey

-1
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The Western Cape s flamboyant Peter
Ma::ns w111 be Mayor of Cape Town 11'
- the’ Democranc Alliance wins in the
u.mc1ty me{ropohtan area in the’

‘upcoming-local government elections. -

|- vate sector,” said Mr Marais."
-:Last night he was. unammously chosen by
the New National Party's executive commit-

- crucial DA meeting that followed.
But sources close to the DA confirmed
.that the New NP’s provincial minister of

candldate at this meeting. -

"“Marais that need clarifying, the DA is not
“expected to make a formal announcement
until the end of this week.
Mr Marais, who was axed from New NP
Premier Gerald Morkel's cabinet earlier
this year for five months because of his criti-

:Tkmnca'

“i"+*I will bring back laughter to the streets of
the Cape Flats and I will manage the urban -~
: renewal in the city with gusto'and unagma-;:.
“tion; ancl in close collaborat.lon with the prl-

-Reponer

.tee as its mayoral candidate, but by early
‘today he had not heard the outcome.of the -

"welfare had been selected as. the DA mayoral i

.‘But, because a few Democratic Party;
' __mernbers had some concerns about Mr

voooooo--o--o-co.ouoooioooo.o-lo-taoaoooo

cisms of the Democratic Party. the New N'P'

- coalition partner in the provincial govern-

ment, added: “My record speaks for itself; I
have always delivered.”
Mr Marais said he was sure the DA would

win, and that he viewed his potential posi- -
_tion as a new challenge to unify the local

authorities he established when he was min-
ister of local government iri 1995.
DA sources said that, apart from his local

government background, his charismatic .

style, his talent for publi¢ speaking, his abil-

“ity torelate to people at all levels and the
respect he commanded among members of

the opposing African National Congress in
the province were deciding factors.
" “I see it as another stage in the transition

3 hudget which will be run by a cabmet llke
** executive committee of local councillors.« * ;B
. While seven of the nine provmces have v
AW opted for a'super-mayor. with no executive ' §
Ni . and full decision-making powers, the West g
. ~ern Capeand KwaZulu Natal have opted for;:” ;

* asystem similar to the national Govern-:

‘ment structure of a presidént and cabinet.’

. the national Minister of Local Government,
. Sydney Mufamadi, has postponed the,,

_of unhappiness among traditional leaders,

Neither the Northern Cape, nor the
Northern Province qualify for a unicity

structure, but have been obliged to pass leg- -
-islation allowing one should the need arise.
Meanwhile, as political parties finalise . .

their candidate lists for the local election,

announcement of the.election date because ;

about newly demarcated municipal bound-
aries they say would diminish their powers.: -

In terms of the constitution, the elections
must be held by the end of January. They
are widely expected to be held. in late
November or early December.

Peter Marais: DA candidate fof'Ca;J'e‘ Town mayor.
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