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History of the ANC
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INTRODUCTION

South Africa appears to have completed
a full circle in the last three decades.
Thirty years of spiralling violence and
fruitless attempts to destroy resistance
to apartheid have gained the govern-
ment nothing. In 1960, the ANC was
banned, and now in 1990 the ANC is
again a legal organisation.

The history of the National Party is one
which takes up large sections of any text-
book prescribed for South African
school students, and is well-known by
rote. But the ANC is often only deserv-
ing of a small and insignificant para-
graph.

Why is it that the ANC plays such a
major role in South Africa’s future?
Who do they represent and where do
they come from?

ANC HISTORY

The ANC was formed in 1912 as the
symbol of a new African nationalism
which united the resistance of disparate
"tribal" groupings into a single political
force. After more than 30 years of
moderation - petitioning the authorities
and sending dcputations - the organisa-
tion began to take a militant turn.

A new generation of ANC leadership
emerged from the ANC Youth Leaguc -
Mandela, Sisulu, Tambo and others -
and began promoting civil disobedicence
and mass struggle in the face of an in-
transigent regime.

At the same time, they consolidated a
non-racial vision within the ANC by pro-
moting alliances with other sections of

the oppressed as well as with white
democrats. The Congress Alliance
formed in 1954 between the ANC, the
Indian Congress, the Coloured People’s
Congress and the Congress of Demo-
crals gave organisational expression to
the ANC’s non-racial vision.

The Defiance Campaign of 1952 saw the
ANC develop into a mass movement.
Together with its future Congress allies,
the ANC had launched a campaign of
civil disobedience against six apartheid
laws. Volunteers came forward to break

- apartheid laws and present themselves

for arrest. the strategy being to fill-up
apartheid jails and make the system un-
workable.

Although the violent responses of the
state to these peaceful protests finally
broke the campaign, the ANC’s mem-
bership had grown by more than 100
000. Non-violent mass struggle by the
Congress Alliance continued throughout
the 1950s in the form of school boycotts,
bus boycotts, consumer boycotts, mar-
ches and stayaways; but the response of
the authorities became more violent.

THE FREEDOM CHARTER

In the midst of growing violence and re-
pression designed to curb peaceful op-
fxniliun, the Congress Alliance laun-
ched a campaign for a Congress of the
People which would draw up a Freedom
Charter to reflect the democratic de-
mands of all South Africans for a new
socicty. Volunteers were  dispatched
across South Africa to gather the de-
mands of the people and o organise
them to clect delegates who would bring
their demands to the Congress. More

than 1 million demands were gathered.

The Congress of the People was at-
tended by more than 3 000 elected dele-
gates from all over South Africa.

Although the Congress Alliance had in-
itiated the campaign, the COP was far
broader than a Congress conference - it
was a representative gathering of the
people. The Congress of the People
adopted the Freedom Charter on June
26, 1955. The ANC adopted the Charter
as its programme al its conference in
December that year.

The Congress of the People campaign
more than any other popularised the
ANC all over the country. Hundreds of
thousands of South Africans came to
identify with its programme of non-viol-
ent mass action. Unable to win the sup-
port of black South Africans, the gov-
ernment relied increasingly on violence
to suppress the challenge to minority
rule presented by the ANC

After an anti-pass campaign called by
the breakaway PAC led to the Sharpe-
ville killing of 69 unarmed people, the
govenment declared a state of emer-
gencey and banned the ANC and PAC in
April 1960. The Congress of Democrats
was also banned in 1962,

Effectively then, the government’s re-
sponsc (o non-violent black resistance
was 1o outlaw it. This left the ANC with
the choice of giving up the
struggle, or turning to arms. Rank and
file membership and supporters of the
ANC, who had contended with state vi-
olence during peaceful campaigns, ar-
gued that non-violence in the face of re-

cither

pression was no longer viable

continued overleaf...
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THE TURN TO ARMS

The turn to arms did not follow immedi-
ately after the banning. For more than a
year, the ANC campaigned for the right
to exist legally. At the All in African
Convention of 1961, held on the eve of
the declaration of the white republic,
Mandcla called for a national conven-
tion to determine South Africa’s future.
The government remained unresponsive.
In December 1961, former ANC presi-
dent Chiel Albert Luthuli received the
Nobel Peace Prize in Olso. He spoke of
the “legitimacy of armed force provoked
by the adamancy of white rule”. On De-
cember 16 1961 Umkhonto we Sizwe
was formed, with Mandela as comman-
der in chief. Umkhonto consisted of
members of all the Congress Alliance af-
filiates.

MOROGORO

In 1969 the ANC, by now mostly in exile,
held a major consultative conference at
Morogoro in Tanzania. This conference
thoroughly assessed the previous period
and developed new strategies.

The conference proposed that the ANC
prepare itself for a "protracted people’s
war” by rebuilding its political structures
inside South Africa and creating a broad
popular base for the armed struggle. To
this end, a "Revolutionary Council” was
established to supervise the ANC’s mili-
tary and political work.

The conference took a decision for the
first time to allow non-Africans to be
members of the external ANC as well as
of the Revolutionary Council (although
the ANC executive remained purely Af-
rican). The Morogoro Conference es-
tablished the basis for the ANC’s role
throughout the 1970s and 1t played a
major role in unifying the organisation.

The late 1960s and carly-1970s marked a
period of consolidation for the ANC.
The presence of the ANC and the Con-
gress Alliance was fairly low-key. Events
of the mid-70s, however, considerably
enhanced the ANC’s position.

CHILDREN'S REVOLT

The 1976 uprising saw thousands of stu-
dents around the country cngaged in

peaceful protest actions which police
shootings transformed into street bat-
tles. An de-
veloped in the townships all over South
Africa with battles raging for days on
end, and thousands of workers observing
stayaway calls. In Soweto, the uprising

insurrectional  climate

carricd over into a rent  boycott
throughout 1977.
According to official statistics, 575

people dicd and more than 6 000 were
wounded. The uprising left South Afri-
ca's townships once again highly pol-
iticised, and a ncw generation of youth
whose militancy had been equalled by
their courage in facing the sccurity
orces.

The time comes in the
life of any nation when
there remains only two
choices - submit or
fight. That time has
come to the people of
South Africa

Umkhonto manifesto 1961

More than 7 000 youths fled into exile as
the uprising subsided. Although the
ANC had not been responsible for the
events of 1976, they had clearly estab-
lished a presence to the extent that the
bulk of the recent emigres flocked to
join the movement. This provided a
massive new recruitment for Umkhonto
we Sizwe, which together with the
changed face of Southern Africa,
presented new possibilitics. A hand-gre-
nade attack on a police van at Komati-
poort (later the site of the Nkomati Ac-
cord) late in 1977, heralded the
beginning of a new wave of guerrilla ac-
tions.

AFTER 1976

During the period of 1977 to 1982, the
ANC sct itself as principal tasks the re-
organisation of its internal structures
and the reassertion ol its profile through
action. At the same time, the re-emer-
gence ol legal political organisation saw
the tradition of the Congress Alliance
once again boldly acclaimed

The ANC set up an Internal Develop-
ment and Reconstruction Department in
Lusaka to supervise the building of in-

ternal networks. Trials in the carly-80s
reveal that long-time ANC members
who had been active in the fifties and
sixties, such as Elmon Malele and Joe
Gqabi, played an important role in this
respect.

The trial of Barbara Hogan in 1982 re-
vealed attempts to establish ANC cells

to co-ordiante work in the legal political
sphere. A number of other cases in the
period show the ANC rebuilding its pol-
itical background, as well as support
structures and intelligence networks for
its guerrilla actions. (For example, Ren-
frew Christic and Rob Adam were both
found guilty of assembling and transmit-
ting information on possible targets for
sabotage to the ANC, while national ser-
viceman, Roland Hunter, was found
guilty of transmitting SADF secrets.)

It is impossible (o assess the success of
the rebuilding of underground networks
by the ANC because the only evidence
of this process comes through trials of
those who have been caught. By 1977,
however, Minister of Justice, Jimmy
Kruger, noted with alarm that "the ANC
is everywhere!”

RE-EMERGENCE OF THE
ANC

At the legal political level, the ANC’s
profile also began to increase. In the
late-70s, the traditions of the Freedom
Charter began to reassert themselves in
the organisations which cmerged in the
wake of the October 1977 bannings of
Black Consciousness (BC) organisa-
tions. Even Buthelezi’s Inkatha looked
for co-operation with the ANC, sending
a delegation to meet the organisation in
London in 1979. After Buthelezi’s re-
pressive actions against boycotting stu-
dents in Natal, however, the ANC broke
off all relations with Inkatha in June
1980.

Within the sphere of legal politics, popu-

lar organisations began to assert the le-

gitimacy of the ANC. Repeged calls

were issued for the rclca;‘olwt ;
and other ANC prisoncrs and §ar.shg 0c-
ganisation's cxiled e X e
allowed “ to  return to; :’hc&
Mcmorial services were B Soath
Africa for ANC cxiles killed ‘in $ADF
raids. And during 1983, the Azanian Stu-




(ANC TIME CHARD

1912:

ANC formed

1919:

Anti-Pass Campaign

1943:

ANC Women'’s League formed
1944:

ANC Youth League formed
(Mandela, Tambo, Sisuly, etc)
1952:

Launch of Defiance Campaign
Congress Alliance established
(ANC, Congress of Democrats,
Natal Indian Congress, Coloured

dents Organisation (AZASO) held a
"Save the Six" campaign calling for
clemency for six ANC guerillas due to
be executed. AZASO argued that given
the ANC's signing of the Geneva Con-
vention on guerilla warfare in 1980, and
the character of the armed conflict in
South Africa, captured Umkhonto gue-
rillas should be treated as prisoners of
war.

THE ANC IN THE 1980s

Since this time, support for thc ANC has
grown enormously. The formation of the
United Democratic Front in 1983 and its
adoption of the Freedom Charter is an
indication of the number of people who
support the ANC'’s vision.

This support is graphically illustrated by
the display of the ANC’s colours at ral-
lics, funerals and marches. The recent
adoption of the ANC’s document on
negotiations by both the Orgnaisation of
African Unity and the United Nations
indicates the extremely high esteem in
which the ANC is held in the interna-
tional community.

Since the trip to Dakar in 1987 by a
group of Afrikaans businesspersons and

professionals to see the ANC, the
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| Freedom Charter

ANC’s Department of Publicity and In-
formation has been innundated with re-
quests from South Africans of all walks
of life for meetings. This reflects the rec-
ognition by whites in South Africa that
the ANC is central for any settlement of
South Africa’s conflict.

CONCLUSION

The last five years of the ANC's history
have perhaps been some of the most dif-
ficult. Four successive states of emer-
gency have been part of a last ditch at-
tempt to crush resistance to apartheid.
In spite of this, however, the mass rallies
and marches that followed the unban-
ning of the ANC on February 2nd have
shown that it continucs to gain support.

International esteem of the ANC has
also grown. Mandela’s reception (both
in Africa and Europe) following his re-
lease, was equal to that of the leader of
any nation. The ANC has also estab-
lished international diplomatic relations
with an increasing number of countries.

Many would argue, however, that the
most interesting period of all for the
ANC is the future, and the challenges
that lie ahcad.

People’s Organisation)
19552
Congress of the People draws up

1960:

Sharpeville Massacre (21 March)
ANC banned (30 March)

1961:

Umkhonto we Sizwe launched
1964:

Rivonia Trial - ANC leadership
jailed
1969:
Morogoro Conference - first
ANC Conference in exile
1976:

Soweto Schols Protest (June 16).
Thousands leave SA to join ANC
following heavy police action.
1985:

National Executive Committee
membership opened to all
1987:

Van Zyl Slabbert leads first Afri-
kaner delegation to visit ANC in
Dakar. Followed later by many
others.
1989:
Sisulu, Kathrada and other Rivo-
nia trialists released from prison
1990:

ANC unbanned (2 February).
Some exiles return. Many others
still excluded from fear of arrest.
Mandela released. Other ANC
members remain imprisoned.
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Supporter: Attend house meetings B
Host house meetings O
Receive mail &
Attend general meetings O
lenclosé R 2ot Clacssae: in payment of membership fees.

RUS sl as donation.

Fees are R10 per annum for students and pensioners.
R40 per annum for all other members.

Cheques to be made payable to Cape Democrats,
P.O Box 21, Salt River 7925.
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If ever there was a time to stress (he urgency of préparing
for our future and the Fhrocess that will lead us to it - now Is
at time........

LET'S PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE
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WHO ARE WE?

Cape Democrats was formed as part of the process of
building the broadest possible front of resistance to
apartheid. We aim to provide a home for the many
concerncd  whites who oppose the eurrent unjust and
undemocratic system, who are not calered for by
existing  democratic organisations. The apartheid
system has divided the people of South Africa: Our
aim is to re-forge the bonds that have been broken
during the apartheid years.

We have a structure that allows members to take an
active or a supportive role. For those interested in
faking a more active role, here are details of some of
our  subcommittees:

Media produce our newsletter, as well as

pamphlets, stickers, postcards, topical T-shirts and
calendars.  Information packages, including
documents such as the Harare declaration, the ANC's
Constitutional ~ guidelines, and Mandela’s speeches,
are being produced.

(Contact Anine on 557-697L to find out more.

Creative  Action is a good name for this
subcommittee, which is buzzing with new ideas. To
name but a few : forums to debate the crucial
economic issues facing South Africa; encounters
between business and representatives of the MDM; a
jazz evening; and a public lecture series - starting
with Jack Simons, a long time member of the SACP.
Watch the press for details.

Contact Renee on 47-0219 for further details.




Fducation organise talks and workshops for Cape
Democrats riembers and the public. An educational
programme aimed at deeping our understanding of
local and international events is being planned,
taking the form of a series of workshops. We will be
looking at ke history of the ANC, but focus on the
movement ftoday and the issues facing it.

If you would like to help plan this series contact Sue

on 419-2825.

Membershiplook after our members by keeping
in touch through various events, but draws in new
members as well. We organise housemeetings and
tables in shopping centres, the aim of which is to
reflect the views of the MDM on current events. By
this means we hope fo encourage informed dialog and
debate about our common future.

Get involved by contacting Jill on 24-2573.

Community Contact aims to build
non-racialism in practice through work in three
areas: Labour issues, political Imprisonment and
civic/squatter issues. We explore ways of Dbringing
South Africans of all races together in non-racial
action. Recently we have made contact with the South
African Domestic Workers Union to explore avenues
for joint action.

Contact Sheila at 47-7479.

' River, 792)5.
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FOREWARD

Afterthe ANC was banned on the 8 April 1960, it became illegal to propagate its policies.
Forthirtyyears, it was an offense to possess the documents you now hold in your hands.

Legally, all we were allowed to know about the ANC came from the South African
govemment. Through statements in parliament, press releases by the Minister con-
cemed, SABC broadcasts and the glossy publications of the Department of Information,
the govemment gave us theirinterpretation of ANC policy.

Some of us leamt of the ANC at university or from a lucky encounter with some ANC
oldtimer - veterans from the times when the ANC campaigned openly. But for most, it
was only the all too frequent political trials which showed that the government’s ban did
not bring an end to the movement.

As we all know the ANC did not disappear or whither away. Instead it has become the
most popular political movement in South Africa today. The govemment itself now
accepts that it cannot go to the negotiating table without the ANC being present.

Andso, quite miraculouslyitseems, the government has restored the ANC's public voice.

On the 2 February 1990, the ANC came in from the cold. We can see and hear about
ANC policies from its representatives - even on SABC. The documents collected in this
folder will give you a clear picture of ANC policy as the movement enters the era of
negotiations.

Tounderstandthe ANC’s position on negotiations, we need to know both their proposals
about the process they envisage taking place, and the policies they are likely to bring to
the table. The process has been elaborated with ever increasing clanity and detail in the
Harare Declaration, the Constitutional Guidelines, the ANC’s National Executive
Committee’s replyto De Klerk, and the speeches of released leaders. But these statements
do not stand in isolation from the ANC'’s past policies such as the Freedom Charter,
Mandela’s speech from the Dock in 1964, and the 1969 Strategy and Tactics.

Read together, we can see how the ANC's commitment to peace and negotiations and
armed struggle, or to a mixed economy and nationalization are not inconsistent. '
Together these statements about process and policy describe a complex but coherent
vision for a future united non-racial and democratic South Africa.

The documents in this folder will enable you to participate more fully in the political
dialogue that is now openingup to define the new South Africa.




The Freedom Charter

Preamble

We. the people of South Africa, declare for all our country and the world to know:—

Thai South Africa belongs to all who live ir it, black and white, and that no government can
justly claim authority unless it is based on the will of the people;

That our people have becn robbed of their birthright to land, liberty and peace by a form of
government founded on injustice and inequality;

That our country will never be prosperous or free until all our people live in brotherhood,
enjoying equal rights and opportunities;

That only a democratic state, based on the will of the people, can secure to all their birthright
without distinction of colour, race. sex or belief;

And therefore, we, the people of South Africa, black and white, together — equals, countrymen
and brothers — adopt this Freedom Charter. And we pledge ourselves to strive together,
sparing nothing of our strength and courage, until the democratic changes here set out have
been won.

The people shall govern

Every man and woman shall have the right to vote for and stand as a candidate for all bodies
whicli make laws.

All the people shall be entitled to take part in the administration of the country.

The rights of the people shall be the same regardless of race, colour or sex.

All bodies of minority rule, advisory boards, councils and authorities shall be replaced by
democratic organs of self-government.

All national groups shall have equal rights ;

There shall be equal status in the bodies of state, in the courts and in the schools for all
national groups and races;

All national groups shall be protected by law against insults to their race and national pride;
All people shall have equal rights to use their own language and to develop their own folk-
culture and customs;

All apartheid laws and practices shall be set aside.

The people shall share in the country’s wealth

The national wealth of our country, the heritage of all South Africans, shall be restored to the
people;

The mineral wealth beneath the soil. the banks and monopoly industry shall be transferred to
the ownership of the people as a whole: '

Al other industries and trade shall be controlled to assist the well-being of the people:

All people shall have equal rights to trade where they choose. to manufacture and to cnter all

trades. crafts and professions.



The land shall be shared amonast these who work it

Restriction of land ownersiip oit o racal basis shall e ended. and ail the Lutd redivided
amongst those who work (t, te banisit faimine and tand fuger,

The state shall fielp the peasants witt timplerents. seed, tractors and dains to save tiw soil aid
assist tie tillers:

Erecdom of movement shall be guaranteed to all who work on the land,

All shall iave the right to occupy land wherever they choose:

Peeple shall not be robbed of their cattle: forced labour and farm prisons shall be abolished

All people shall be equal before the law

No one shall be imprisoned. deported or restricted without a fair trial;

No one shall be condemned by the order of any Government official;

Tie courts shall be representative of all the people;

Imprisonment shall be only for scrious crimes against the people, and shall aim at re-
education, not vengeance;

The police force and army shall oe cpen to all on an equal basis and shall be the nelpers and
protectors of the people:

All laws which discriminate on grounds of race, colour or belief shall be repealed.

The preaching and practice of national, race or colour discrimination and contempt shall te a
punishable crime;

All shall enjoy equal human rights

The law shall guarantee to all their right to speak, to organise, to meet together, to publish, to
preach, to worship and to educate their children; :

The privacy of the fouse from police raids shall he proterted by law;

Al shall be free to travel without restriction from countryside to town, from province to
province, and from South Africa abroad;

Pass laws, permits and all other laws restricting these freedoms shall be abolished.

There shall be work and security

All who work shall be free to form trade unions, to elect their officers and to make wage
agreements with their employers;

The state shall recognise the right and duty of all to work, and to draw full unemployment
benefits; :

Men and women of all races shall receive equal pay for equal work;

There shall be a forty-hour working week, a national minimum wage, paid annual leave, and
sick leave for all workers. and maternity leave on full pay for all working mothers;

Miners, domestic workers, farm workers and civil servants shall have the same rights as all
others who work;

Child labour, compound labour, the tot system and contract labour shall be abolished.

The doors of learning and of culture shall be opened
The government shall discover, develop and encourage national talent for the enhancement of




our cultural life;

Al the cultural treasures of mankind shall be open to all. by free exchange of books, ideas and
contacts with other lands;

The aim of education shall be to teach the youth to love their people and their culture, to
fonour human brotherhood, liberty and peace;

Education shall be free. compulsory, universal and equal for all children;

Higher education and technical training shall be opened to all by means of state allowances
and scholarships awarded on the basis of merit;

Adult illiteracy shall be ended by a mass state education plan;

Teachers shall have all the rights of other citizens;

The colour bar in cultural life, in sport and in education shall be abolished.

There shall be houses, security and comfort

All people shall have the right to live where they choose. to be decently housed, and to bring up
their families in comfort and security; 3

Unused housing space shall be made available to the people;

Rent aind prices shall be lowered, food plentiful and no one shall go hungry;

A preventive health scheme shall be run by the state;

Free medical care and hospitalisation shall be provided for all, with special care for mothers and
young children;

Slums shall be demolished and new suburbs built where all have transport, roads, lighting,
playing fields, creches and social centres; :

The aged, the orphans, the disabled and the sick shall be cared for by the state;

Rest. leisure and recreation shall be the right of all;

Fenced locations and ghettoes shall be abolished, and laws which break up families shall be
repealed. ;

There shall be peace and friendship

South Ajrica shall be a fully independent state, which respects the rights and sovereignty of all
nations;

South Africa shall strive to maintain world peace and the settlement of all international
disputes by negotiation — not war;

Peace and friendship amongst all our people shall be secured by upholding the equal rights,
opportunities and status of all;

The people of the protectorates — Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swaziland — shall be free to
decide for themselves their own future;

The right of all the peoples of Africa to independence and self-government shall be recognised,
and shall be the basis of close co-operation.

Let all who love their people and their country now say, as we say here:
“These freedoms we will fight for. side by side. throughout our lives, until we have won our
liberty.”
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Constitutional guidelines for a democratic
South Africa

The Freedom Charter, adopted in 1955 by the Congress of the People at Kliptown near
lohannesburg. was the first systematic statement in the history of our country of the political
and constitutional vision of a free. democratic and non-racial South Africa.

The Freedom Charter remains today unique as the only South African document of its kind
that adheres firmly to democratic principles as accepted throughout the world. Among South
Africans it has become by far the most widely accepted programme for a post-apartheid
country. The stage is now approaching where the Freedom Charter must be converted from a
vision for the future into a constitutional reality.

We in the African National Congress submit to the people of South Africa, and to all those
throughout the world who wish to see an end to apartheid, our basic guidelines for the
foundations of government in a post-apartheid South Africa. Extensive and democratic debate
on these guidelines will mobilise the widest sections of the population to achieve agreement on
fow to put an end to the tyranny and oppression under which our people live, thus enabling
them to lead normal and decent lives as free citizens in a free country.

The immediate aim is to create a just and democratic society that will sweep away the
centuries-old legacu of colonial conquest and white domination, and abolish all laws imposing
racial oppression and discrimination. The removal of discriminatory laws and eradication of all
vestiges of the iliegitimate regime are. fowever. not enough; the structures and the institutions
of apartheid must be dismantled and be replaced by democratic ones. Steps must be taken to
ensure that apartheid ideas and practices are not permitted to appear in old forms or new.

It addition. the cffects of centuries of racial domination and inequality must be overcome by
constitutional provisions for corrective action which guarantees a rapid and irreversible
redistribution of wealth and opening up of facilities to all. The Constitution must also be such
as te promote the habits of nen-racial and non-sexist thinking, the practice of anti-racist
behaviour and the acquisition of genuinely shared patriotic consciousness.

The Constitution must give firm protection to the fundamental human rights of all citizens.
There shall be equal rights for all individuals, irrespective of race. colour. sex or creed. In
addition, it requires the entrenching of equal cultural. linguistic and religious rights for all.

Under the conditions of contemporary South Africa 87% of land and 95% of the instruments
of production of the country are in the hands of the ruling class, which is solely drawn from the
white community. It follows. therefore, that constitutional protection for group rights would
perpetuate the status quo and would mean that the mass of the people would continue to be

~ constitutionally trapped in poverty and remain as outsiders in the land of their birth.

Finally, success of the constitution will e, to a larae extent. de termined by the degree to which
it promotes conditions for tie active ivoivement of ail sectors of the population at all levels in
government and in the cconomic and cultwral life: Bearing th hiese fundamental objectives in
mind. we declare that the chimnzation of apartheid and the creation of a truly just and
democratic South Africa regiwres a constitution based o thie Dllowing principles:



The Slale

a South Africa siail e an independent. wnitary, democratic aid non-racial state

b Sovercignty shall belong o the people as a whole aind shall be exercised through one central
legislature, executive, judiciary and administration. Provision shall 2e inade for the delegation
of the powers of the central authority to subordinate administrative wnits for purposes of imere
efficient administration and democratic participatios

¢ The institution of Rereditary rulers and chigfs shall be transformed to serve the interests of
the reople as a whole in conformity with the democratic principles embodied in the constitution
d Al organs of government, including justice. security and armed forces, shall be
representative of the people as a whole, democratic in the structure and functioning, and
dedicated to defending the principles of the constitution.

Franchise

e In the exercise of their sovereignty, the people shall have the right to vote under a system of
universal suffrage based on the principle of one person/one vote.

f Every voter shall have the right to stand for election and be elected to all legislative bodies.

National identity

g It shall be state policy to promote the growth of a single national identity and loyalty
binding on all South Africans. At the same time, the st.te shall recognise the linguistic and
cultural diversity of the people and provide facilities for free linguistic and cultural development.

Bill of Rights and Affirmative Action

fh The constitution shall include a Bill of Rights based on the Freedom Charter. Such a Bill of
Rights shall guarantee the fundamental human rights of all citizens, irrespective of race,
colour. sex or creed, and shall provide appropriate mechanisims for their protection and
enforcement.

i The state and all social institutions shall be under a constitutional duty to eradicate race
discrimination in all its forms.

i The state and all social institutions shall be under a constitutional duty to take active steps
to eradicate, speedily, the economic and social inequalities produced by.racial discrimination.

k The advocacy or practice of racism, fascism, nazism or the incitement of ethnic or regional
exclusiveness shall be outlawed.

| Subject to clauses (i) and (k) above, the democratic state shall guarantee the basic rights
and freedoms, such as freedom of association, thought, worship and the press. Furthermore, the
state shall have the duty to protect the right to work and guarantee the right to education and
social security.

m All parties which conform to the provision of (i) to (k) above shall have the legal right to
exist and to take part in the political life of the country.

Economy .
n The state shall ensure that the entire economy serves the interests and well-being of the
entire population.



o The state shall have the right to determine the general context in which economic life takes
place and define the limit to the rights and obligations attaching to the ownership and use of
productive capacity.

p The private sector of the cconomy shall be obliged to cooperate with the state in realising the
objectives of the Freedom Charter in promoting social well-being.

q The economy shall be a mixed one, with a public sector. a private sector, a co-operative sector
and a small-scale family sector.

r Co-operative forms of economic enterprise, village industries and small scale family activities
shall be supported by the state.

s The state shall promote the acquisition of management, technical and scientific skills among
all sections of the population, especially the blacks.

t Property for personal use and consumption shall be constitutionally protected.

Land

u The state shall devise and implement a land reform programme that will include and
address the following issues: Abolition of all racial restrictions on ownership and use of land;
Implementation of land reform in conformity with the principle of affirmative action, taking
into account the status of victims of forced removals.

Workers : :
v A charter protecting workers' trade union rights, especially the right to strike and collective
bargaining, shall be incorporated into the constitution.

Women
w Women shall have equal rights in all spheres of public and private life and the state shall
take affirmative action to eliminate inequalities and discrimination between the sexes.

The family
x The family, parenthood and children’s rights shall be protected.

International

y South Africa shall be a non-aligned state committed to the principles of the Charter of the
OAU and the Charter of the UN an. 1o tie achievement of national liberation, liberation,
world peace and disarmament.
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_ of ending the system o

STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS LUSAKA, ZAMBIA
- FEBRUARY 16TH, 1990

The National Executive Committee of the African National Congress met
in Lusaka, Zambia, from February 14-16, 1990 to consider the situation
arising from the decisions announced on February 2nd and 10th, 1990,
by Pretoria’s State President, FW de Klerk, affecting the system of
repression against the democratic movement which the white National
Party rgii:ne had instituted during the 42 years of its illegitimate rule of
South Africa.

As is known, De Klerk also spelt out policy positions of his party and
government, which he xpresented as being intended to address the issue
apartheid.

During its deliberations, the NEC benefited from proposals submitted to
its meeting by the President of the ANC, Oliver Tambo, and other leaders
of the ANC based within South Africa. ;

It reaffirmed the continuing and urgent responsibility of the ANC and all
other democratic and anti-apartheid forces, both South African and
international, to continue the struggle to end the apartheid system as
quickly as possible.

The NEC recognised the unbanning of the ANC and other organisatiof
as an important factor which contributes to the creation of a climate
conducive to negotiations. It also viewed in a positive light other
measures such as the partial liﬂin&nof the press restrictions and the
rescinding of banning orders affecting various persons.

It welcomed the suspension of the death penalty as an important first
step which must, without delay, lead to the unconditional release of all
political activists sentenced to death and an end to the barbaric practice
of capital punishment.

The 'NEC, however, also concluded that the Pretoria regime has not yet.
created a climate conducive to negotiations, as has been called for by the
overwttxgiming majority of the people of South Africa and the international
community.

It ﬂlereforé calls on this regime specifically to release all political
prisoners and detainees, end the State of Emergency, repeal all

repressive legislation, halt all political trials and remove all troops from
the townships.

To help achieve these objectives in the shortest possible time, it resolved
to meet Mr De Klerk as soon as ble to discuss with him the need to
address these issues so that a te conducive to negotiations is
created. Its delegation will be composed of the leaders cf the ANC based
within the country as well as members of the NEC based outside the
country.



The NEC also considers it of vital importance that it should meet the
leaders of the ANC who are inside South Africa, as well as those of the
Mass Democratic Movement and other anti-apartheid forces. It therefore
resolved to send a delegation into South Africa as soon as the necessary
arrangements have been made.

It further resolved that it is important immediately to begin the work of
re-establishing the ANC within the country. It has therefore constituted
the leaders within the country into an organ under the NEC charged with
the task of carrying out this work, working under the chairmanship of
Comrade Walter Sisulu.

The NEC calls on all members of the ANC, as well as those of our
compatriots who had already taken steps to constitute themselves into
ANC units, to work directly with and under this leadership collective.

The NEC resolved to take immediate steps to prepare for the organised
return to South Africa of the leadership and membership of the ANC.

It also recognised that over the years a serious brain drain had occurred

with the emigration from South Africa of many people who were opposed

to the apartheid system. It therefore resolved to take steps to encourage

the return of these exiles as well, so that they can contribute to the

democratic transformation of our country and make an effective

(S:om:l’;bA‘.lﬁt}ion to the reconstruction and development of a post-apartheid
ou ca.

" In the light of the new developments, the NEC resolved that the next
National Conference of the ANC will be held inside South Africa from the
16th of December, 1990. The planned National Consultative Conference
originally scheduled for June this year will therefore no longer take place.
g:mference preparations will however continue, both inside and outside

e country. : :

The NEC welcomed the unbanning of the SACP. It reaffirmed the
importance of the alliance of the ANC, the SACP and the o

workers of our country. It resolved that this historic alliance will
continue to function with the necessary restructuring having taken place
to meet the new situation.

It also reviewed the relations of the ANC with other democratic and anti-
apartheid formations within South Africa. As already indicated, it
resolved to enter into discussions with these to assess the recent :
developments. It reiterated its view that, at this stage, the UDF and its
affiliates should continue to function and mobilise their respective
constituencies.

The NEC is gravely concerned at the continuing violence, especially in
Natal and Uitenhage. It reaffirmed the necessity to take urgent steps to
stop this destructive conflict. It therefore confirmed earlier decisions that
the leadership within the country should intervene immediately to end
this fratricidal carnage. It calls on all those who have previously blocked
attempts to find a solution to ¢co-operate with these leaders in the
interests of life itself.



The NEC reiterated the fact that the masses of our people continue to
suffer under the apartheid system. It restated that even when a climate
for negotiations is created, this will not mean that this system will have
been abolished. Therefore the struggle for a united, democratic and non-
racial South Africa must and will continue.

In this regard, it considered with all due seriousness, suggestions that it
should unilaterally suspend the armed struggle. While appreciating the
sincerity of purpose underlying these suggestions, it however confirmed
that the only just and correct way to approach this question is to adhere
to the positions contained in the Harare and UN Declarations. It
therefore reiterates that upon the creation of a climate conducive to
negotiations, the ANC will seek to negotiate with the Pretoria regime a
suspension of hostilities by both sides.

‘The NEC views with grave concern and strongly condemns the
continuing campaign of repression carried out by the South African and
bantustan police and armies. The State of Emergency and repressive
legislation, such as the Internal Security Act, which have been
mainlta.ined, legalise and encourage this campaign of terror against the
people. '

The ANC and Umkhonto we Sizwe have a responsibility to defend the
people against this terror. There can therefore be no question of a
unilateral moratorium or a suspension of the armed struggle in a
situation in which the violence of the apartheid system continues
unabated. The Pretoria regime has an urgent responsibili% to take all the
necessary measures to end this violence and thus create the situation
when the present obligation on our part to act in defence of the people,
arms in hand, will fall away.

The NEC reaffirms the need for the continuation of mass political action
to achieve the objectives contained in the resolutions of the Conference
for a Democratic Future and the January 8th statement of the NEC, to
realise the intention of this Year of People’s Action for a Democratic
South Africa.

The international community imposed sanctions against South Africa

with the express px:l?ose of ending the apartheid system. There can

therefore be no justification for lifting these sanctions at this stage. The

Ntl'Esc strongly condemns the position taken by the British government on
issue. - .

These positions not only hinder the process leading to the speedy
liquidation of the apartheid system, but are a betrayal of decisions of the
European Community and the UN General Assembly, to which the
British government is y, that sanctions would not be lifted until
profound and irreversible chan%:s had taken place in keeping with the
objectives contained in the UN Declaration on South Africa, adopted
unanimously last December.

The National Executive Committee therefore calls on the forthcoming
ministerial meeting of the European Community to reject the call of the
Thatcher government to lift sanctions and thus repulse its efforts to



weaken the international struggle to end the apartheid system.

The NEC reaffirmed that our country’s problems can only be solved when
South Africa has been transformed into a non-racial democracy, in which
the fundamental rights of all our people, both black and white, would be

uaranteed. It therefore calls on all forces committed to this perspective
urther to consolidate their unity and continue to act together to advance
towards the common goal.

The Struggle Continues! ;
The People’s Victory over the Apartheid System is Assured!
ISSUED BY ANC, PO BOX 31791, LUSAKA, ZAMBIA
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" The immediate interests of the overwheiming majarity of SA people lie in
the carrying out of fundamental change."

An historic meeting, Tambo maets with President Mikhail Gorbscnev in Moscow, 338%
FOR more than seventy yeass, the e

$A communist panty (SACP) and -5 E

e

-

the ANC have waged mulitant o

battles against racism.

Given the formidablc threat they
poscd to the government, both
these organisauons werc banned -
the Communist Party in 1950 and
the ANC just over a decade later.
But their alliance, forged through
their struggles on the ground, re-
mauned unaffected.

Today, with the unbanning of
the organisatons, that alliance is in
fact stronger than it cver was, de-
spite it being the focus of a sus-
tained campaign to smash and dis-
credit it

The alliance, to a large extent,
has been decisive in the progress
that the struggle waged by the two
organisauons, has made. :

Before the alliance actually 00k
form, the Communist Party of SA,
as it was then known, was very
much a party of white activists and
intellectuals without any mass
base.

Formed on July 30, 1921, it was
the first Communist Party in Afn-
ca and its formation was directly
inspired by the Bolshevik Party of
the Soviet Union.

Its involvement at a mass level
first found expression in the asso-
ciation of Party members with the
Industrial and Commercial Union
(ICU) in the 1920's. This was de-
cisive in laying the foundation of
its association with the ANC.

As far as the SACP was con-

‘cemed, the ICU through its ac-
tions, "awakened revolutionary
national and class consciousness”
of African working people in the
towns and rural areas.

The ICU also mobilised the ca-
dres of the Communist Party and
the ANC for the struggle ahead.

And when the ICU disintegrated,
it was these cadres who set to
work to organise industrial unions
along militant lines and towards
building the national liberation
movement

It was during this period that the
Communist Party's relationship
with the ANC improved signifi-
cantly. In line with its emphasis on
the mobilisation of the African
masses, the Party re-assessed its
policy towards the ANC, which
from the SACP’'s point of view,
had not until then reflected any
clear revolutionary potenual.

I e )

\ ,

‘In fact the shift in the party's em-
phasis brought with it a very sub-
stantial increase in African mem-
bership. From a minority in 1924,
African Communists came to rep-
resent the great majority in the par-
ty, by 1928 - 1 600 of the 1 750
members. In addition, three execu-
tive members were black.

There was also a considerable
degree of cross membership be-
tween the two organisations. By
1945, three leading African Com-
munists, Moses Kotane, JB Marks
and Dan Thioome, who is current
SACP chairperson, had been elect-
ed onto the ANC executive. Their
presence in both the Party and the
ANC leadership added an organic
character o the alliance.

Dr Yusuf Dadco, former general
secretary of the SACP and Moses
Mabhida played equally important.
roles in strengthening the alliance.

It was in the post-1945 period,
through the influence of these lead-
ers, that the Party saw itself being
involved in campaigns that went
beyond simply working class 1s-
sues. The Party, for example, in-
volved itself in the anti-pass cam-
paigns and the denial of the right
of Africans (0 vote.

The shift in ANC strategy in
1927 to a more radical approach,
also helped forge a closer relation-
ship with the party. Josiah Gu-
mede's election to presidency of
the ANC was followed by an an-
nouncement by the organisauion of
its intenuon 0 embark on a course
of mass acuon.

!

But the move by the Communist
Party, which laid the foundation
for an alliance with the ANC, was
the adoption of a slogan which de-
fined its goal - namely to work 10-
wards "an independent nauve re-
public as a stage towards a work-
ers' and peasant's republic”.

Herein lay a basic premise which
informed the SACP's "colonialism
of a special type" thesis.

It argued that a specific variant of
"bourgeois domination and capital-
ist relations of production” which
were chiaracteristic of colonialism,
had developed in SA.

The variation, it pointed out, was
that in SA, the colonial ruling class
and the oppressed colonised ma-
jority, were both in the same coun-

try.

In explaining this position, the
SACP said in its programme of ac-
tion adopted at the party's 1989
congress, tiled the Path to Power:
= _the effect of colonialism of a
special type, is that all white class-
es benefit, albeit unequally and in
different ways, from the internal
colonial structure. Conversely all
black classes suffer natonal op-
pression, in varying degrees and 1n
different ways."

It was on the basis of this under-
standing of the nature of exploita-
tion and oppression in SA, that the
recognition by Communists, that
the principal element of the strug-
gle in SA was nauonal libcrauon,
followed.
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The party says in iLs programme:
“The immediate interests of (he

overwhelming majonty of SA pco-
pic Lie 1n the carrying out of funda-
mental change: a nauonal demo-
crauc revolution, which will over-
throw the colonial state and csb-
lish a united, democratc and non-
rcialiSA:

“The man content ol tus revulu-
uon is the nauonal liberauon of the
African people in parucular, and
the black people in general.”

This position opened up a range
of other possibiliuges for the SACP
in respect of stratcgies and tacucs.
This, for example found expres-
sion In the Party's acceptance that
the achicvement of the aims of the
(Frecdom) Charter would answer
the pressing and immediate necds
of the people and lay the indis-
pensable basis for the advance (o
socialism".

It was against this understanding
that the SACP saw no contradic-
tion betwcen its role as the van-
guard of the working class and the
leading role of the ANC.

But the reasons why the alliance
has endured for ncarly seven dec-
ades are not limited to the Party's
recognition of the task of "national
libcratuon" being pnmary.

Perhaps the more important fac-
tor contnbuting to the endurance of
the alliance was the fact that the
SACP never saw itscif as a caucus
group that sought to impose the
Party's position on the ANC and
the alliance. ]

Party gencral secretary, Joe Slo-
vO, says in a rccent paper on so-
cialist pracuccs: "We do not regard
the trade union or the nauonal
movement as mere conduits for
our policies. Nor do we atiempt 10
advance our policy positions
through intrigue and manipulation.
Our relationship with these organi-
sations is based on complete rc-
spect for their integrity and inner-
democracy”. This, the communists
says, has never been a rhetorical
slogan but a reflection of the reali-

ly.
chlson Mandela confirms this
view in his paper on negotiauons
addresscd to the government, in
which he says: "The SACP has
throughout the years accepted the
leading role of the ANC, a posi-
tion which is respected by SACP
members who join the ANC."
The SACP, through its princi-
pled stand against the exploitauon
and oppression, camed iself the
respect of the ANC leadership as
carly as in the latter half of the
1920's. The ANC's president at
the ume, Josiah Gumede, told the
International Congress of the
League Against Imperialism, that
he was happy that there were
Communists in SA. "...it is my
experience that the Communist
Party is the only party that stands
behind us and from which we can
expect something.”

On his return {rom the congress.
he wld the ANC annual conference
that same year: "Of all poliucal
parties, the Communist Party s
the only one that honestly and sin-
cerely fights {or the oppressed
people.”

Despite the alliance finding sub-
stanual support in the ranks ot the
libcrauon movement, it has come
under attack at various points in
the history of the ANC and the
SACP - not only {rom the govem-
ment and 1ts allies intermauonally,
but also from within the ANC it-
sclf.

Gumecde himsclf was oustcd
from the lcadership by conscrva-
uve clements in the organisauon.

But cven these tendencics were
defcated in the course of struggle.
Mandela says of the auacks on the
alliance from within the ANC:
"Even within the ranks of the
ANC, therc have been at one ime
or another, people - and somce of
them were highly respected and in-
fluential individuals - who werc
against this co-operation and who
wanted SACP members expelled
from the organisauon.

"Thosc who persisted in thesc
activities, were themselves cx-
pelled, or they broke away in de-
spair.”

While the alliance has endurcd
and been strengthened over the
ycars, the quesuon that will have
10 be confronted is: what happens
after the national democralc rcvo-
lution?

While this will certainly be a
subject for intense discussion and
dcbate with the ranks of the Party,
the ANC and the MDM, little 1s
expected to change in the immedi-
ate long term.

It will in likelihood be argucd
that the alliance must in fact be
strengthened and the unity of the
liberation movement decpened in a
post apartheid society.

This unity will be crucial in ad-
dressing the historical injusuccs
that have characterised thc
"colonialism of a special type”.







