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ANC sets course

News

for new deal

L/

leadership yesterday committed itself
to concluding a negotiated agreement
that would lead to a government of na-
tional unity this year.

Mapping out a conciliatory vision of
political progress for the year ahead,
the ANC said 1993 should usher the
country into a new era — with the first
all-in elections ending white minority
rule. a0

It is clear from the optimistic state-
ment that the ANC has decided this
year is to be a decisive one in the tran-
sition process.

The ANC national executive commit-

tee’s statement to mark the organisa-.

tion’s 81st anniversary was delivered
yesterday in Johannesburg by ANC
president Nelson Mandela.

Mr Mandela said that although the
ANC wanted the negotiation process to
be as inclusive as possible, it would not
allow the transition to be held hostage.

“The elections cannot be delayed be-
yond 1993,” Mr Mandela said.

However in reply to a later question
he amended that to say elections could
be delayed until'early next year if “un-
| foreseen circumstances” developed.

Mr Mandela said the ANC would not
transform from a liberation movement
1 :’gglitical- party before a fully demo-

It was premature-to-talk of the ANC

changing from a liberation movement

| until liberation had taken place, he
said. ‘

~ Observers noted that this statement

STHER WAUGH Saturday News Correspondent
JOHANNESBURG: The ANC’s top

0
cratic government had been installed.

was a clear notice that the ANC intend-
ed to contest the elections as a front
with its allies. It also continued to
allow the ANC, as a liberation move-
ment, to receive foreign funding.

The key steps to be undertaken this
year were:
B The resumption of multiparty nego-
tiations in Codesa. ;
B Ensuring a climate of free political
activity. . :
B The establishment of the Transition-
al Executive Council.

- @ Elections for a constituent assem-

bly. -

B Reincorporation of the homelands.
Speed in the negotiation process was

essential because the transition to de-

mocracy was the key to resolving the

country’s economic and social prob-

lems he said.

But the ANC was under no illusion
that the transition process would be
plain sailing, he said. ;

In a clear reference to the Concerned ;
South Africans Group (Cosag), Mr Man-'
dela said: “There are those political

formations which fear change and are
totally opposed to democratic elec-
tions. They are products of apartheid
thinking. They fear the will of the peo-

ple. They cling to ethnic fiefdoms and |

racism. Unless they are able to place
the national interest above their party
political and personal agendas they
will confine themselves to the role of
spoilers and will be judged accord-
ingly.” :

See Page 6
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The lone agony
of Angola

HERE is a sad inevitability about

most of the basket cases of Africa,
a common destiny compounded by
recent drought and internal strife.
Prime examples are Ethiopia, Liberia,
Somalia, Mozambique and Zambia.

' Angola might be added to that list but
for the fact that most of its woes are
inflicted by one person — Jonas
_ Savimbi, the defeated revolutionary who
5 will not lie down.
~ And Angola possesses an economic ,
- -potential which, if realised, would make
. it one of the few successes of the
- continent. It has oil, it has diamonds and
. strategic minerals, it has water and
_ arable land which in combination could
. make”it a store-house for the region.
Unfortunately, it also has Dr Savimbi,
a man who once had a legitimate cause '
" but who has abused his right to have his
. Unita party involved in his country’s
- administration because he reneged on
- .an undertaking with President Jose
~ Eduardo dos Santos that the two would
‘" ‘form a government of national unity
- whatever the outcome of last
' September’s elections.
. When Dr Savimbi declined to do so —
E after it became clear that his party had
. been well beaten at the polls, though the
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K;eside‘ntial ballot marginally favoured

r Dos Santos — it confirmed what

~ many observers had long believed: that

‘the Unita leader thirsted for total
- power, that he wanted it all.

%

While Dr Savimbi has since made
mpromising noises and still speaks of
a possible ceasefire, it is obvious the
MPLA regime is no longer prepared to
~ trust him. The Angolan army is on full-
scale alert, with a state of emergency
. and general mobilisation pending. The
army says it will use “all its might
- against Unita in every corner of the
country”. ’ %
Though Unita has lost the monetary
- and military support it once had from
~ this country and the United States, the
siege could be difficult. Dr Savimbi
might start running out of munitions, he
- could suffer defections as more and
. more of his troops are captured. But
. guerrilla conflicts seldom are quickly
_ settled and it seems likely that, in the
. immediate term at least, there will be a
~ resumption of the 16-year civil war in
| its past intensity. g
. . What of United Nations intervention?
. That certainly should be an option.
'y However, the UN these days appears to
. rotate on the axis of the last remaining
- Super power and the US — apart from
. being otherwise engaged in Somalia —
. is about to inherit a new President who
~ probably ‘will see a priority in solving
~ domestic issues. : v o
. So Angola almost certainly will be
~ left to its own devices. For the sake of
its people; one hopes Dr Savimbi will
~ realise, sooner rather than later, that it
Is perhaps time he quit the political
scene. | e
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A WAR of words has erupt-
ed between the Democratic
Party, determined to press
ahead with an election
meeting in Guguletu tomor-
row, and the ANC which
meets today to decide on
strategy.

Observers say unless the
ANC leadership takes a firm
stand to control its members
and supporters, the DP will
again face a wrecked meeting,
which happened to MP Robin
Carlisle’s Khayelitsha meeting
in mid-December.

An undaunted Mr Carlisle
said yesterday: “We intend ex-
ercising our democratic right
to hold a normal public meet-
ing ‘without having to call the
police or security organisa-
tions.

“We are a peaceful party. We
want a peaceful meeting. We
are ! certainly not seeking con-
* frontation with anybody.”

He said Monday’s meeting
was part of the DP’s pro-
gzamme of public meetings to
B held throughout the Western

ape.

Mr Carlisle, MP for Wyn-
‘berg, said he was inviting in-
ternational peace monitors, in-
cluding Ms Angela: King’s UN

B The Democratic Party faces the threat of
having another political meeting wrecked by ANC
supporters in a black township on Monday —
this time in Guguletu.

FRANS ESTERHUYSE and VUYO BAVUMA

Weekend Argus Reporters

group, and local peace moni-
tors to attend the meeting.

“It is very important, in the
event of our being denied our
democratic rights, that the
matter be given maximum ex-
posure. For too long a steady
erosion of democratic rights
has taken place in the dark.”

Mr Tony Yengeni, the ANC’s
regional secretary, has said the
DP “should not cry like a baby”
when rigorous questioning by
the ANC was unearthing “pro-
apartheid” skeletons in the
cupboard.

He said the ANC wanted the
DP to account for. its past re-
cord and this was not intimida-
tion or intolerance, but in line
with acceptable democratic
principles.

Yesterday Mr Yengeni told

~Weekend Argus the ANC would

meet today to strategise a “uni-
form plan” for the DP meeting
but would not disrupt the pro:
ceedings. K

He said: “We are definitely
going to the meeting. We are
going to take part, but we
y:on’t throw chairs or disrupt
it.

“But we aren’t going to take
responsibility for non-ANC

members who may engage in
other activities such as heck- |

ling or causing havoc by throw-
ing chairs.”

At tomorrow’s meeting the
ANC would ask the DP to ac-
count for its pro-apartheid
statements such as sug rt
SADF raids into neighbouring

- countries in which hundreds of
‘oppressed people were Killed.

“We shall also ask the DP to

explain what it means by

working towards ‘one nation’
when there are so many social
dﬁ;arities among South Afri-
cans.

““We also want them to ac-
count for the hostility they
showed when their members

joined us,” Mr Yengeni said.

ing



Two central players

SHAUN JOHNSON, reports

from Johannesburg that ou

us.

/ THE signs are scattered and

you have to scavenge around for
them. But they are unmistake-
ab’i‘eil nevertheless.

e two central players in
South Africa’s negotiationi game
are readying themselves for the
match to begin. The messy cur-

the watching nation since Febru
ary 2, 1990, is drawing to a close.
g(t)llllihyiafrz 1993, is likely to be
rica’s year o iti
refkoning. y f ot
n terms of real power-politics —
yontrol of the leverspgf Stafe h—tl:s;)th-
i?l% rtll?s shifte(} since President de
s seminal s
ye’all‘rs % peech nearly thrfee
his constitutional stasis has 1
an erosion of optimism and czifﬁ
dence, further contraction of the
economy and an incremental break-
down of law and order. One thing
and one thing only, can break the:
deadlock — and that is a Govern-
ment of many colours that works.

In the short to medium term, it
does not matter whether this i’s a
self-appointed and transitory struc-
ture, or an elected body: If things are
to move forward, the dead grip of
exclusive white rule has to be seen to
be loosened, once and for all.

As things stand at the beginning

of this new year, both the Gover
) n-
ment and the ANC have recognised
tgl:,c alllpd pavc:hcommitted themselves
ieving the prelimi -
bt p nary goal to- |

Mr de Klerk and Mr Mandela ha
[ ve
let it be known that they intend to |
proceed to the next point on the

year of reckoning is now upon
44 1

tain-raiser which has exasperated

transitional path with, or without,
the participation of other poliﬁéal
groups.

Both are making keen efforts to
woo recalcitrants back, but the dif-
ference is that they have removed
. from the myriad other parties the ef

fective consensual veto which they
;gigyed — and exploited — last

This is not to say that the key
players intend to cut the cake in half
between themselves, but rather thaé
the taking of the next step is the
greatest priority — after which all
others can decide whether to include
— or exclude — themselves.

The only absolute constraint on
the protagonists will be that the
structure they agree upon must be
manifestly fair to other parties.

What are the signs that suggest
1993 will be different from 1992, that
' year of grandstanding, filibustering
obfuscation and fruitless tail-chas-
ing? Primarily, of course, the words |
of De Klerk and Mandela. But these
are \!vorth more than mere rhetoric,
the fickleness of which has been our
curse. PN g 0
. They flow from a clear recognition |
of three critical factors: the tailspin |

n which the economy finds itself, the |

deepening despair of the nation writ |
‘large, and the growing frustration of !
the international community.

This shared Government/ANC
world view is the glue which holds
South Africa’s new political centre |
together: there are, and will be, vast/
differences in policy between the Nat
tionalists and the ANC, but there is
now almost total convergence on the-
fundamental rules of the game.

Derek Keys has done an effective
job in scaring the pants off key poli-
ticians in the matter of the economic
vortex. The HSRC and other re-
search bodies have ‘testified “chilli-f
ngly to the depths of the national
slough of despond. The normally|
. mild-mannered Hank Cohen has left |
‘no doubt about the levels of impa-*

tience in foreign capitals.

Thus we see the signs: to a signifi-

r-

cant extent, Government and ANC

leaders have
each other off
ANC has quietly decided it will not
hold its now-traditional mass protest
at the opening of Parliament this |
year, saying — and this is deeply sig- |
nificant — it will “instead .work
harder at building up its election ma- L
chinery and resources”.
The fact that practically

icant parties have now end.uyed
major scandals has had an addition-
al, cathartic effect.

In a curious way, the sullying of
reputations — the Government
through corruption scandals and
SADF dirty tricks, the ANC thrqugh

its camp atrocities has provided
for a negotiating equilibrium. aE

Also, radical activities at the polit-
ical extremes — from Apla to the

‘Wit Wolwe — has forced the centre
together.

Working groups have given way to.
“posberaads” and the transitional
timetables of Government and ANC
have converged to within a matter of
months of each other.

So long as this ‘fundamental meet-
ing of minds between De Klerk and
Mandela holds firm, there is very lit-
tle that can block the path to a re-
sumption of multiparty talks, a form
of interim government, and beyond.
. That there might be delays is of
.course not oi;ly.‘%osgible, but proba-
ble. The past;three years have been
characterised by fimetable “slip-

age” as aresult of which hardly any
agreed deadlines have been:met. But
even if that slippage persists (and it

can result from factors outside the
control of leaders, like massacres),

0

in recent weeks. The |

all signif-

refrained from slagging

its parameters are drawn in months,
" not years. South Africans are likely
to be surprised by the speed with
which the process moves ‘forward,
once the correct button is pressed.
The Goverpment and ANC should
be in a position to press it by the end
of next month, when the current flur-

‘be ‘stressed, do not have to achieve

full agreement between the various

political intérlocutors in each and
fvery case. As I have argued, it is
he broad consensus about the way
forward between the Government
and the ANC which will provide the
momentum for the rest of the year.

But they are crucial negotiating
building blocks: all significant par-
ties will have been consulted and
will have had the opportunity to
present their views before multipar-
ty talks resume. ;

In that context, if they choose to
stay out they will struggle to con-
,vince the public that they have been
unjustly excluded.

Once those round-table talks re-
sume (probably in the second quarter
of this year and not necessarily
under the rubric “Codesa 3”), their
aim will be clear: the establishment
of a “transitional executive council”,
or nascent interim government by
another name. And once the trica-

are readying themselves

modation. The rollers-have still to -
work hard to “jevel the playing
, but this year they are get -

field” . ¢
ting there. Last year it was simply
unplayable. .
v o
S - ‘ Al
al~ g/? 2 e /‘l/c: s

?'- o/ — Cig

meral Parliament legislates for this
interim government, South Africa
will have reached a golden moment.

begin to be shared for the first time,
and this will in itself be a catalyst
for progress in all spheres, including
economic growth, investment, and

to contain the violence.

Elections will then follow when
«“all” the participants in the interim
structures agree that the time is
ripe. el

Interim government is not a pana-
cea, and none of its putative partici-
pants are so naive as to suggest it
might be.

Most ordinary South Africans long
ago recognised that a smooth transi-
tion in this polyglot, history-scarred
country is an impossible dream.

But interim government will mark
the first truly irrevogable step to-

ry of bilatera meetings ends.
These bilateral meetings, it should

wards a weskable political accom-

the first fully-representative attempt -

Power, and responsibility, will
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CAPE TOWN: The South Afri-
can Government has turned
down Transkei leader Major-
General Bantu Holomisa’s re-
uest that Mr Justice Richard

ldstone be seconded to con-
duct an independent inquiry into
Apla. -

“Since Mr Justice Goldstone
has an ultimate interest and re-
sponsibility in regard to his
South African assignment, he
cannot possibly divorce himself
| from his own commission to
take on another assignment
elsewhere, especially as he and
the commission are already in-

volved in the matter,” Justice
Minister Kobie Coetsee said in a
statement this week.

A Goldstone Commission
committee, headed by Mr Gert
Steyn, is presently conducting a

_ preliminary hearing into the

Azanian People’s Liberation
Army (Apla) which is believed
to have bases in the Transkei.

_ Mr Coetsee said, however, his
Government had proposed to
the Transkei authorities that a

Transkeian judge or any avail-
able South African judge should
be seconded for the Transkei in-
dependent inquiry. )

Mr Justice Goldstone said he
had a possible conflict of inter-
est as chairman of a South Afri-
can commission which had a
committee already probing the
same issue.

He said he had assumed Gen-
eral Holomisa’s approach was
made to him in his capacity as

+Request for Goldstone denied

chairman of the commission.
“On that assumption I in-

~ formed Major-General Holo-

misa that, in principle, I would
biashappy to support his propos-
a 4

“But as I pointed out, the con-
stitutional relationship between
South Africa and Transkei is

~such that an approach would be

required to be made through ap-
prfgriate Governmental chan-
ne ”

2

iy ‘Tﬁe 'Goldstone committee,

which will continue its hearing
in Port Elizabeth on Monday,
was established after Apla, the
armed wing of the Pan African-
ist Congress (PAC), claimed re-
sponsibility for last year’s two
attacks in King William’s Town

_ and Queenstown which left five
' people dead and 34 injured. |
General Holomisa has refused

to participate in the Goldstone
hearing into Apla because the
commission was a structure of

the National Peace Accord to

which Transkei was not a signa-
tory.—Sapa
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Hopes up as IFP,

CP join co

l
ik
PETER DE IONNO Yo, 73 parti

Weekend Argus Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. — The gov-
ernment won a small but vital

victory yesterda
Concerned South Africans
Group (Cosag) agreed to join a
multi-party planning confer-
ence to prerare for a new
round of multi-party negotia-

tions before the end of Febru- :

ary.

The backing of the 12-mem-
ber group for- a revival of the
Codesa process helps keep
alive hopes of an interim gov-
ernment by the middle of the
year.

Implicit in the two-sentence
joint statement issued after the
two-day meeting at the Presi-
densie in Pretoria is an under-
taking by the Conservative
Party and the Inkatha Free-
dom Party to join talks with
the ANC and the SA Commu-
nist Party.

The CP delegates, Mr Tom
Langley and deputg CP leader
Dr Ferdi Hartzenberg, would
not sag whether the agreement
~to talk about talks meant the

party would now do a U-turn

on its long-standing refusal to

when the’

nference
% Yo 93 _

gate in talks with the
ANC. The party’s decision
wqgld be announced soon, they
said.

Cosag spokesman Dr Frank
Mdlalose, of the IFP, and Bo-
puthatswana delegate Mr Row-
an Cronje were adamant that
they were “totally and com-
?Ietely opposed” to proposals
or transitional government
and fundamentally committed
to a “federal-type” constitution.

Both said that although Co-
desa was “dead”, agreements
made there would be a “valu-
able input”. :

. Dr Mdlalose and constitu-
tional development minister
Mr Roelf Meyer shook hands
for the cameras to demon-
strate that they had smoothed
over the rift caused by a report
that Mr Meyer had said the
government was prepared to
“go it alone” with the ANC if
other parties refused to join
the negotiation process.

z “we ca

smile again,” Mr
Meyer said. : . 5

Mr Mdlalose said he was
pleased that Mr Meyer had de-

.nied making the remark. :
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Winnie lashes out at ANC leadership

JOHANNESBURG—Nelson
Mandela yesterday brushed
aside comments by his es-
tranged wife who accused

ANC leaders of cutting deals
to share power with the
white minority Government.

“ANC policies are not going to
be judged by the expression of
individuals no matter who they
are,” Mr Mandela told reporters
without mentioning his wife by
name.

“The ANC leadership takes
decisions collectively following
the wishes of its disciplined
members. We are not cutting
deals with the Government,” he
said in reply to a question at a
news conference marking the
81st anniversary of the ANC.

Speaking on Thursday at the
bunal of 87-year-old anti-apart-

heid campaigner Helen Joseph,
Mrs Mandela said current nego-
tiations would not bring democ-
racy to South Africa as they
were being conducted between
the “the elite of the oppressed
and the oppressors”.

“Death may have favoured
Mama (Joseph) by sparing her
from the looming disaster in
this country which will result
from the distortion of a noble
goal in favour of a short cut
route to Parliament by a hand-
ful of individuals,” she said.

Mr Mandela said his move-
ment was not conceding any of
its principles it had stood for
over the years as suggested by
his estranged wife.

The Mandelas formally sepa-
rated last year after Mrs
Mandela was sentenced to six
years in prison for kidnapping

young black activists and being
an accessory to assault.

She was forced to resign all
her ANC positions and is cur-
rently free on bail awaiting an
appeal hearing in March.

Criticising the ANC leader-
ship, Mrs Mandela said some
were in leadership positions be-
cause they suffered under apart-
heid or spent decades in jail.

“A leader is a person who has
leadership qualities. These qual-
ities unfortunately have nothing
to do with how many times you
were detained, how many dec-
ades you spent in prison or how
many years you spent in exile,”
she said.

In spite of her problems, Mrs
Mandela still retains a large fol-
lowing among radical youths in
the black townships. — (Sapa-
Reuter)
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o be brought to trial’

GRAHAMSTOWN: Hopes are'"’

fading that the killers of Matth- * held,” he said.: &+ .+,

ew Goniwe will be brought to” " In reaching his decision; the

trial. "8 0 CeRf bSO Minister would have-to look at-
Acting Eastern Cape Attorney ’* the available evidence and con-

General Mike Hodgen yesterday -/ sult‘with the judgepresident.. ¥ |

cide when the inquest will[be |

said nobody had, come forward °
with substantial evidence that
could lead to the arrest of the
killers of Mr Goniwe and three
other Cradock activists. <
This is despite a police re- ¢

ward'of R200 000, the largest 7 ;
. by.“unknown people”. But State’
~President F.W. de Klerk last
_year ordered the investigation

ever to be offered. The reward

still stands. - 2305 g
. Mr Hodgen has now recom-

mended to Minister of’ Justice -
that the inquest - -

Kobie Coetzee
be reopened. ;
“It is up to the minister to de- -

~ The four activists, Matthew
Goniwe, Fort Calata, Sparrow
Mkhonto and Sicelo: Mhlawuli,
were brutally murdered near

" Port Elizabeth in 1985.:5% 7 <.

_According to an earlier in-
quest, the four were murdered

reopened after the publication
of a signal message which ap-
parently implicated military in-
telligence.— ECNA




influential African specialists in the United States
, generally
' and negotiating skills shown by the major parties in South
| Africa in 1992. . :
il ‘Surprisingly, since he is known for his bland ‘and cautious
statements, probably the most candid remark encapsulating
‘this widely held view came from the Assistant Secretary of
State for Africa, Mr Herman Cohen, when he said at a me-

ITHEY might not say o o the Fecord, but most of the

'dia briefing last month: “]_am_not satisfied with: the perfor-
@%an_ﬂ@,@myp@ﬁlufﬁar

y way of a %ocular aside, he added: “How’s that for even-
(handedness?” ut he went no further, and there was no
"need for him to. In the Senate, in the House of Representa-
tives, in the State Department, the US
knows,in the Pentagon and the Central Intelligence
" Agency, there 2 ars to be a consensus that th uth Af-

the hat the South Al
'W@t and t re_engaged._in_some bi-

€ C tion to see who can outdo in ill-ad-
) gised s{agements and inep ecision-making, wi oth

émerging friumphant. -

“De -Klerk: announced a white referedum to determine
" with negotiations aimed at full democracy.
“oism of the referendum was lost in a deluge of praise from

the US media and US officials. 3 e S
capitalise on his win. The day after the
nounced, some of them say,

7lishment. Tk

against , manifest wrongdoing in
wrongdoing exposed more than two years ago in official in-
quiries into the

CCB and certain

deed, disciplinary.

who investigated various actions by the police as far 'back
as 1990 still have not been taken.: 5, sy o
* Thus it was ot surprising to Americans that Mr Justice
Goldstone should have rebuked the government in

of the Boipatong massacre for having failed to act on his

RS
.ot .

" the perception — actively promoted by the ANC — gained
credence that Mr De Klerk had some interest in allowing
the military and the police an unfettered hand. =
all the judicial recommendations,
and long after the tragedies at Boi-
De Klerk should have or-
into the role of the military in South
as a result of police work undertaken

patong,
dered an investigation
Africa’s violence and.

had a low opinion of the political talents-

Treasury and, who'

The year started well for fl3e governménf when President *

" But to many Africanists in the US, Mr De Klerk failed to " _ ¢
result - was an-- &

; : should have been'the day he
tackled white opponents in the military and security estab- -

Mr De Klerk’s ldng énd unexplainéd failufe't(; take action '
the military and police,

police shootings, have puz--

zled many Americans who are otherwise sympathetic. In-
steps strongly recommended by judges :

recommendations aimed at preventing such atrocities, and

[ partly by t

. generals a

violence, was repo
| might have come

NRA <

. leaders

nd others of high

i earlier was missing.-

't Probably the biggest com
iwas the rashness of many o?
' shooting at Bisho,
'was the role of ra
i'voked the in
|wisdom of the campai
. Washington saw as a bid by
“tions and attempt to force a se
~ ANC radicals also were seen to
_Codesa 2. When the de
‘tutional veto was.reac

he Goldstone Comm

rted on extensively — but the praise that

Mr De Klerk's way if he had acted far

for instan

cident. There was a

adlock over a so-

q-]0- 93

in the US do

ission, should have dismissed

rank for their alleged role in the

laint against the ANC in 1992
its decisions and actions. The
0 ce, was widely covered but so
dicals who were accused of having pro-
Iso much questioning of the
n of mass action, i

which . some" in

ANC radicals to wreck negotiay

ttlement on the other parties.
be behind the collapse of
called white consti-
hed, the ANC’s official position was

that it would consider withdrawing from further negotia-

tions. In Washington the
be the radicals who are
-more so because they are suspec
; about negotiavt‘iou's;‘anyway.~ S e, L :
a pervasive belief in Washington, enunciated as
as by Democrats and Re:

1 ; forces who would
breakdown in negotiations would be,

'* ‘There is

ey e e e

' whether ‘or not whites wanted the government to proceed | m‘ﬁh by the
The ANC's criti- 1.BU>1Ea08. 01
gaug,from a

e

fional extremists on the left

d who appax('ientlyf ot e
4 by violence and con usion.

e Codesa 2 collapse

and the

iled to provide: the evidence W

State. Department
‘Capitol Hill, that the only

nlv e A

“»

and

those irra-

impetus for that threat was seen to
viewed with great scepticism, the
te(l ‘Qf being unenthusiastic

the right who refuse to ne-

believe their interests can be

Bisho tragedy ensued.

convinced, and the resdlt:mg UN
ssacre, at h
hich it ¢

wh

is why Washington

d, the campaign of

nvenient way
e was seized

govern-

le deadlock in negotiations | :
1 towards a truly democratic C :
also some shrewd insights which gave.
hard to get,”,
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Insofar as ANC radica 1 L
abandon Codesa, the Uleng::gngar‘:ﬁl:tp ;ll;redbt he decislon to
for them. Nothing last year more reinfo:‘l((:eede‘tala1 i
for a resumption of negotiations than the talk : '[:_r i
Seenes which took place quitly diring thai debate, So

. ul were the African ies i i :

sumed talks that the PAC ictgg?fh;fasd:endtigcelr St“pPOI't of re-
a lobby off the Security Council chamber trefh gt
Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik Botha, about theo e,lgl,lr_uster of
joining the negotiating 'process,' ‘ possi :}lt)!';)f it '

Earlier, the PAC, as muc s pr BATRENE
gi)go‘:-ousu\:; 1"31“85 by ]Africalrll iiﬁgfrﬁgcégl?;ebgil‘{gg ‘cl?:srg&"'

s, that the world would not accept a s i
South Africa 't_hat was not reached by nggotiat(ie(t)g.e S
As the negotiations deadlock went on, alarm in Washing-
the height of the crisis, the US offered the ser-
State, Mr James Baker, as a medi-
ator to get talks resumed. Mr Baker’s interest in Africa was
known to int, but with klaxons sounding at the Natlon-
al Security Council and the White House, his prestige and
influence were made available to the goverr}ment and the
ANC, separately. Incredibly, both sides rejected the Uus
overture. ; g g .

Washington continued to agonise as it saw bqth the gov-
ernment and the ANC feed the fires of the far right and far
left, and questions flew Wi
out such radical demands as a precondition
gotiations, demands which the government probably could
not meet? Was this a move by radicals to ensure talks
not resume? Why all the gratuitous hate rhetoric?

What political leadership could fail to see that
way to end the violence

the only

society?
But there were i
hope to the stalwart. If the ANC was playing sO

genuine in wanting negotiations to succeed. After all, it
would have been absurdly pointless for the ANC to have
drawn up a long list of preconditions if it felt the govern-
ment wasn’t interested in successful negotiations.

And so the 2
they survive the inevitable tempest of change which comes
when a new administration takes over at the
Few are willing to say, since so little is known about the
foreign policy which President Bill Clinton will apply any-
where, let alone to South Africa. There

about the city. Why did the ANC set- .
to resuming ne- .

would be through rapid progress -
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faint flickers of hope were kept alive. But ‘will

White House? .

are some hints, how- .



H’?\GMS S Sy /O“ CfEs

: ite ates : Most of those who will have the final say on South, Africa
T00. ‘ tchers in the United S:nent quigy_‘a[e\ygtggg}s _of Th\eACirtgr_ administration, though
+ ¢ South Africa-wal of both the govern 0 . they have matured and grown wiser in the interim. They
4 found the-behavlor" ting in 1992. HUGH RO- - ?}fe gontgurable, principled peo (lie wl:jo remain imbueltli with
B ra . ice re- e Carterian-passion for spreading democrac and human
. 'and the ANC f;‘;s Argus Foreign Servic rights around the world. They alsobﬁimgtialyd;s their
L bl BERTON of t Washington. predecessors that economic freedom is an Iindivisible part
e vl L ports fl'Qm. ; : of true democracy. So, while theK might be a little tougher
g N i ™= - ' \ on the government, they are unli
radicals with much enthusiasm. o
In an article under Mr Carter’s name, but written by an
advisor, support is given for a continuation of local sanc-
tions until an interim government is in place in South
Africa. That, more or less, is the status quo and it should
have little impact on anyone. But if the Bush administration
could impose new sanctions, specifically aimed at Armscor,
there should be no surprise if a Clinton administration de. -
cided on some selective sanctions of its own, though few, if -
any, believe there is any prospect of a resumption of gener-
al sanctions. -

An area of major disa

ely to embrace the ANC’s

n greement with the government —
and feasiby with a future government — will be Armscor’s
' programme for the development and_sale of advanced
weapons of mass_destruction, Mr Clinton himself has said
that anend to the proliferation of such weapons will be a
cornerstone of his foreign policy — and he does not mean
only nuclear weapons. As Armscor is aware, the new sanc-
tions imposed last year by the Bush administration related
. to the production of certain “missiles_and_missile systems,
among other things which South African newspapers are
not free to report. S e o R s
In trying to assess Mr Clinton’s style, his friends in Ar-
. ) kansas say onekthinglthat :hl?md rtllever bedforgottgn fis his
B e j capacity to strike deals. And here they sound a word of cau-
g T _tio‘r,l t‘ory South_Africa. The whole of Africa is fading from
s i< offer 1o and_politi ttention in_the US exce t,_perhaps,
T s B .. s offr 0 e e oL St e
3og: % a s =] in rgaining chip as ‘Bill the almaker seeks to lubri-
'US Secretaf'y O:‘,ediate was gojocted. . ‘ca somegr‘ d'f'asef legi
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And waich out, too, they say, for a White House obses.
sively focused on domestic issues, to the extent that_Africa
— already a stepchild o{_ll&\fgng_ign_golicy,:.wﬂLbecom_g

o8 nuRance than ah area of major congern.
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Mandela is wamiing
to election timetable

JOHANNESBURG, South
Africa — Nelson Mandela
started the political New Year
with a conciliatory gesture Fri-
day by virtually accepting the
government’s timetable for
elections in 1994,

The president of the African
National Congress told report-

— €rs his group

*d wanted an

end to white

rule in South

i Africa this

4 year, but it

d was ‘‘not

dogmatic’’

about the

timing of the

country’s

T first demo-

Mandela cratic’' elec-
. tions,

Under a schedule presented
by South African President F.W.
de Klerk in November, elections
would be held in the first half of
1994. The ANC had initially
blasted the timetable, accusing
the government of trying to
forestall the day when white-mi-
nority rule would give way to
free elections:




