


AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
DEPARTMENT OF ARTS & CULTURE

L. 80X 81751, LUSARA, ZANMBIA

TEL: 211764
FAZ: 216534
TLX: 45850
18/6/90
NPA,
(SLO,
NORWAY.
Dear

RE: BUDGET ITEM NO: 5 (FILM DESK/VIDEO UNIT) OF
1989 ANC CULTURAL ALLOCATION

Firstlv we would like to make some general observations. At the ANC/NORWEGIAN talks
held in Oslo around the end of October 1989, we submitted a budgetary report, a written
report on DAC cultural activities funded by Norway and and Budget Proposal for 1990,
The only response we had was to say that we had to cut our 1990 budget from NOK Im to
800,000, We promptly did that and handed it in via the Office of the Treasurer-General.
From that date we have never had any response - either to confirm agreement of our
amended proposal or whether our financial report corresponded with yours nor
responses to questions concerning expenditures, It was difficult working out our
final statement as purchases had been made in different regions and we were never
informed of the exact amounts. Other than Lusaka, where we are aware of final costs,
the only region to inform us of expenditures was Harare. Consequently we were eager
for such information prior to the end of the financial vear so we could know what was
still outstanding and disperse it accordingly.

Moreover when we came to the new vear and wanted to disburse funds according to our
proposal we presumed that silence meant acquiesence and went ahead only to find that
none of the NPA regional offices had our budget and knew nothing of this vear's dis-
bursement plan. This has been remedied by our sending the budget to Lusaka, Harare

and Dar Es Salaam and authorisation being obtained through the Projects Dept and our
Chief Rep in Norway.

We give this background because we are concerned that our request to hold over funds

for the Cultural Film of above budget item may not have been heeded. We enclose copy

of excerpts from our reports pertaining to this issue. We are presuming that the funds
are still there for use but would like confirmation of this.




Further to this we are requesting a re-allocation of these funds. Asvou are well aware
the unbanning of the ANC has led to considerable re-thinking and re-organising! Our
Video Unit and Dynamic Images, the partners in South Africa, have both been selected
to accompany Cde Mandela on his frequent tours. In fact dynamic Images was
requested by the MDM to cover the releases of the imprisoned leadership and that of Cde
Mandela himself. With these pressures on them it has been impossible for them to
advance on the film. This week we are sending a cultural delegation inside South
Africa for extensive consultations. We have already approached FAWU (Film and Allied
Warkers Union) about taking on this project as part of their training programme,
which they are keen on doing. We attach a briefing on the Education Committee to
give you an idea of their aims and programme. Given there is funding they will take
over from Dynamic Images and bring in trainees for on-the-job experience. FAWU is
made up of the best of our skilled and trained Film people in the country and we have
no doubt of the final quality of the video, whilst offering development. We, of course,
need further discussions on this matter with FAWU which are planned during our visit,
We will then be in a better position to give vou concrete arrangments and banking
details.

In discussions so far they have intimated that the full $ 28,000 will not be needed.

$ 20,000 will suffice. We therefore further request that the remaining $ 8000 be given
to the newly elected Interim National Cultural Desk for the on-going work for the next
4 months leading to the Launch of A National Cultural Workers Congress. A national
consultation of cultural workers was held at the end of Mav 1990 and this interim
structure was elected with the mandate to work on the ground and make preparations
for the launch. This requires a full time person in each of the 6 regions to consult as
broadly as possible with all democratic cultural groups and funds for the committee {o
meet. Thev are having to raise funds for the Launch due in September, but have a
crises on their hands in that they have no immediate funds to start their work, We
have promised to help as we beleive this work is absolute priority, which if effective
will lead to the formation of a truly representative National Cultural Workers Congress .

We await a response in principle for us to go ahead as requested and would be grateful
if yvou could inform us in time for us to discuss the matter with the concerned bodies
whilst visiting South Africa, so that we can forward a budget proposal. We have also
asked Dvnamic Images to prepare a statement of accounts and report of the work done
to date, which we will submit. Your response can be directed to CDe Tikly, who will be
able to get hold of us. Many thanks.

Verv much hoping for a positive response,

Yours in struggle,

Angela Brown,

cc: Cde Tikly, Head of Projects Dept., ANC, Lusaka.
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=20 dmt on editing, using footage from Culture in Another Sputh

ATrica (CASA) Conference  This will consequently arm our Yideo Unit
fith new technigques. Jointly these two groups will be in position to
crnduce a powerful cultural d acumentary.
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The film on Culture in South Africa, following developments since
' CASA, including CASA footage, is in the process and the remaining
its
completion. At the moment USD 22,000 has been paid for research
and filming inside South Africa and the film will be jJointly
edited in Lusaka with the ANC video unit, which falls under the

funds will have to be held over to early 1990 to see

control of DAC and DIF.
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e Education Committee

THE Education Commiltee has undergone a process
of restructuring during the first part of the year. There
are now four subcommiltees that make up the tull
Education Committee.

The community video education subcommitee
is responsible for the running of the parttime video
courses in Alex and for sefling up the fullime film
nd video education centre.

The feature film training subcommittee will
ossist in the development of a Iraining project called
. 'South Stories’ which will aim at pror | [ i
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?

iiiii
L] Wi

g \Mrp\ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁmw- .u{wh.n:lh
il L LT LT | " sa VLY L IT P e
" W el 'S ”;\..‘ l!l:gﬂh"“ii“*il“l ; i ' A" ”u-" i

still in the early stages of develop

! ment,
The trainee subcommittee is

iesponsible for the development of the
rainee scheme whereby people are P T A
slaced on productions for ontherjob T
iraining in technical skills. Last year R B
five trainees were involved in the SPOT-THE-FLICK

oraduction of 'Operation VWeissdomn'. ‘ ' N 3 Rl OW 8 574 55 8 ¥ - AR
| No. 3 BRI e
" S e k. '_ : .

L
ol g . -
;:""h-. 1-;-“"*"“ i \ i >
: 4

-
"N, ..
he ]
1
N

The education screenings sub- -
committee is responsible for screening e A M e mgr
Ims around particular themes,
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islories or conlexts. Last year a |2- The subcommitiee is being Info & Research is now comr
week series on independent South helped by a group of Khanya College | posed of three subcomms: Broadcast-
African documentary from the 70s till students who have been seconded to | ing, Film and Newsletter subcomms.
the present was screened. FAWO to do an organisationally- More volunteers are, however, siill

The subrcommittee hopes to linked project as part of their curricu- sought for the Newsletter group,

ccreen a series of documentaries on um. They will be working as educa- whose main function would be to
the Viemam War ihls yeu + depend: tion, /distribution fialdwnrkers orgonis | collect and edit material. Production is
ing on the availability of films, The | N9 video screenings in communities | done by TOPS. '
aim is to see how the Vietnam War following a process of consultation Mickey Dube coordinates the
Was represenled from o number of with community structures, ® - Broadcasting sub-comm, and Mara-

perspeclives. For example, from the

I bane the Film subcomm. There is as
point of view of the US government

yet no coordinater for the newsletter

e Information

il war or from the per- subcomm.
?échﬁveizgoghiidependerﬁ US filf‘l- | & Research Info & Research is to begin an
makers critical of the war or from =~ IVOR Powell, elected chair of Into & information agency, to be run ‘proles-
Cuban, British, French or North Reseorch, has decided to slep down sionally’. If you have QH'IC‘ES, newspar
Vielnamese points of view. from his seat. His schedule has per cutlings, delicate information elc

| that you deem significant to be in our

An additional aim of the screen- | become 1o tight and there are

ings subcommittee is lo place each imminent twins. Me will, however, possession, drop off at the FAWO
saries In a svitcase with educational | conlinue to contribute towards our office.Later in the year, depending on
noles for discussion and to make these | newslefter. Mickey Dube, vice<chair, whether or nof l.he FAWOQ Centre will
idea suilcases’ more widely avail- will now assume lvor's seal. Maro- be fully functioning, we hope o run @
able. bane is to be vice-chair, | resource cenire, ®
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