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TEP' s Tenth Anni versary

TEP opens
Qpportunity, know edge,
Since 1985 | II11VC shared with TEP its

growm h anxieties and exiting

devel opnents. 1 have watched it grow
froma snmall invisible Cape Town

organi sation to a truly nationa

organi sation in itls structure. operation
and net wor ki ng,

Josette Cole (one of the founders of
TEP) . Fr.Jotio Xerri,aDomiiicanpriest

in Brazil and Lelia Azavedo al so from
Brazil! are but sone ofthe people worth
mentioni ng when | think back on the

hi story of TEP. They are anbng those

who. against |11

odds. made a

strengthened itis structures nationally
and internationally, thus enhancing the
prophetic church. A wider and nore
representative national conmttee was
brought into the life of TEP

Debor ah used her experience and
creativity to crystalise the vision of TEP
by opening a nedia wing in order to
conmuni cate Third World news. The
sinmplicity with which TEP publications
were witten, made them accessible to
some of the Very busy Church activists
who had very little time for thick

vol umes of theol ogi cal books. It was

wi th sadness that we

case for TEPl g An organisation of Chrishfan had to bid farewel!l to
exi stence to activists that/so/ates itse/f from Peopkis Church to
orgnsznmom t he peop/eis struggles is a useless allow for the birth of
Churches and vi ,, forganx/Sat/i , 7 Chall enge.
m el dual sl Hilda came in with a
national ly and

internationallv.

In the 1% th nost South African

activists were inward | ooking (alnost to
a point of selfishly thinking that South
Africa was the only country with
problenms). But right fromthose early
days, TEP played its role - nmlklng ne
and neny others, nore aware of the
simlarities of conditions of life in the
so-called Third Wrld countries beyond
Africa. My TEP exposure to Brazil in

1987 was an experience which I wll

carry with nme al ways.

W heii Joe Lloydjoitied TEP in 1987,

he took TEP a step further. Ilc

clear challenge to TEP. She reninded

us that an organisation of Christian
activists thtit isolates itself fromthe
peopl es struggles, is a useless

organi sation. She and the other staff
menbers insisted on this approach. The
staff’s active involvenent in the
Standi ng for the Truth Canpai gn. was

one of the ways in which they tried to
contribute to the building of the
prophetic novenent in the Church

Then came al ong Charles. the

per suasi ve technician theol ogi an who

put sense into the mess which we

genui nel y thought was a Resource

Centre He even aroused the comittee
nmenbers’ interest in conputers.
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fans of

interaction and reflection

"P Nationa/ Workshop 1990

bko Moum wana

National Committee

[r7, Deborah W/Iianms

3/ and Hi/da Ndude

Charl es brought nore reflection into
TEP which was clearly visible at the
1990 wor kshop. He, together with

Vi ncent in the background, even

brought video cameras to remind us that
we were in the latter part of the 20th
century.

Leslie, the globe trotter pulled

everyt hing toget her by establishing
regi onal contacts and seeki ng out
Christian and church activists to
participate in our workshops and
exposures programes. Leslie brought
TEP to the people.

It is clearly, the TEP staff which has
been the backbone of this organisation
They know what they want, they know
their rights and they will not be dictated
to, nor be intimdated by nationa
commttee. W in the nationa

comm ttee, who are used to a church

whi ch operates fromthe top, down, find
this very refreshing. At TEP we are all a
t eam

It has been interesting to see TEP
constantly reviewing its role. Wen |
thi nk back, | amreni nded of how,
because of the crisis we were facing in
the country, we were at tines burning to
be an "octopus organi sati on" that

wi shed to be everything to everyone.
Then the cool Joe would rem nd us of
our strengths and weaknesses, as well as
our limtations and we would be forced
to go back to the drawi ng board.
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The 1990 wor kshop was one of the

hi ghl i ghts of the decade for TEP. Fifty
Christian activists cane together from
different contexts to share about the
state of the church and our society
especi ally, since February 1990. The
address from Dr Al ej andro Bendana, the
Director of the Centre for Internationa
studi es in Managua, N caragua was the
climax of the event. It was indeed a
nonment ous occasion for the first

Ni caraguan to have set foot on South
African soil to have been brought into
the country by TEP. W were very

proud of the reception he received from
a range of political organisations during
his Visist.

Havi ng been given the task of being

the chairperson of TEP, | could not have
gai ned a better insight into TEP
Through my contact with the

organi sation, | have been given the
opportunity to work wi th dynam c and
wonder ful people. Qur nationa

conmittee is conprised of interesting
personalities such as the sweet-tongued
di pl omat Wesl ey; the argunentative



Pet; the jocular finance man Al an; the
not - so- easy-to-convi nce Abe; the

t horough, yet unassum ng Rogers and

the quite and insightful Leslie. How
strange it is that out of this diverse
group, such wi se decisions are nade.

| could wite endless pages on the life
and peopl e of TEP. When | think back

on this eventful decade, TEP w Il al ways
be a strong nenory.



TEP's Tenth Anniversary
TEP and its history
VWhat is TEP
TEP is a national, ecuneni cal and educational service agency
wor ki ng within South Africa.
Itts commtnent is to provide educational opportunities for
peopl e involved in justice and devel opment issues within the
country, to learn fromother conpatible situations in the Third
Worl d and from each ot her
TEP offers this service to the national ecunenical Church by:
- exposing people from Third World countries to South
Africa;
- exposing South Africans to the Church of the Poor in Asia,
Africa and Latin Anerica;
- translating acquired | earnings into popul ar education for
the enpowernent of the local Church and organizations;
- maki ng sociol ogi cal and theol ogi cal resources resources on
the Third World avail able to individuals and organi zati ons
through our established resource center;
- produci ng and adapting nedia related to ecclesial and
theol ogi cal issues, initiatives or events in the |ocal Church
with issues, events and conpatible contexts in the Third
Worl d;

conveni ng educati onal workshops around a rel evant socia
or theol ogi cal thene.
In these ways, TEP attenpts to contribute towards:

the devel opnent of a socially conmtted | eadership and
base wi thin the Church

the energence of a prophetic novenent and theol ogica
perspective within the national ecunenical Church
- the pronotion ofthe need for international solidarity.
E
The urban poor of the Philippines
VWK -
Dr Bendana with Sister Bernard at TEP Workshop 1990
Sout h- Sout h Di al ogue
Convi nced that sonme of the nbst creative visions and resources
for a just and peaceful gl obal order emanate from people in the
Third World, TEP, through its diverse project activities, attenpts
to: -
- establish national, continental and international solidarity
links as a prerequisite for the creation of a common struggle
agai nst those systens and structures which inpede the
devel opnent of Third World peopl es and societi es;
" provide opportunities for the sharing of insights and
per spectives on concrete and common i ssues which affect
the struugies of Third Wrld nations;

create nechani sns for exchange of information so as to
bring "new' |evels of global awareness to how Third Wirld
nati ons are: -
" breaki ng down dependancy on the First World;
- forging new denocratic consci ousness;
" enpowering the prophetic and popul ar novenents
within the Church and in society respectively.
- encourage the energence of an appropriate and genui ne
Third Worl d theol ogi cal expression and identity;
- devel Op projects for the translation of know edge and
experi ence gai ned through Sout h-South into popul ar
education programmes for the enpowernent of devel oping
conmunities, both in the Church and society;
" enable Christians to reach consensus with regards to
fundanmental issues and responses which are of critica
i mportance for the just, denocratic and peacefu
devel opnent of any society;
- establish and pronote the inportant need for |inking Church
related institutions, novenents, initiatives with other
conpati bl e or popul ar organi zati ons, events and institutions
in other Third Wirld nations.
page 3
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TEP devel ops links with the South

In 1981, an informal group was set up (with M ke Deeb as
coordinator) to pronpte the devel opnent of a project to enable
Christians involved in the struggle in South Africa to |earn from
the experiences ofthe Church in Latin America and the Mddl e
East .

This energed after the realisation that hundreds of Chuch
people in South Africa being sent to study theol ogy in Europe
and the United States of Anerica, were comng back with a

t heol ogy divorced fromthe concrete realities experienced in
South Africa. This theol ogy then often becane irrel evant and
an obstacle to the struggle of the people for liberation. It
therefore seened desirable to devel op contacts and
opportunities for theol ogical studies in situations which were
simlar to the South African context and where there was a
devel oped experience oftheol ogical reflection on the struggles
of the people.

M ddl e East and Latin America

In 1980, of contacts were established with groups and

i ndividuals in a nunmber of countries in Latin Amnerica and the
M ddl e East. A nunmber of donor agencies in Europe expressed

an interest in assisting such an initiative. Support for the
concept was strong and w despread enough, to warrant the
 aunching of the project. This led to the decision to develop a
project to send people from South Africa to work with groups,
and people, within the Church of the poor in Latin Amrerica and
the M ddl e East.

It was decided that candidates for the project should be
Christians with a proven conmitnent and maturity, and who

had an interest in theological reflection. Al these candi dates
were also to nake a commitnent to maintaining co-ordination
with MEAL (M ddl e-East and Latin Anerica) on their return,

in an effort to develop it and to create channels for inserting the
experiences learnt, into the South African context.

Theol ogi cal focus

During 1983, the project changed its nane from MEAL to the
Theol ogy Exchange Progranme. This change in name,

refl ected nore accurately, the projects broad theol ogi cal and
educational objectives. TEP al so established formal |inks with
the Institute of Contextual Theology (ICT), becom ng a project
"facilitated" by ICT. The TEP committee was al so expanded.

In 1984, with Mss. Virginia Zweigenthal as the part-tine
co-ordi nator, much of the work centered around fulfilling the
obj ectives set around the international and Southern African
exposure progranmes, the resource library, working relations
wi th national organizations and consolidating TEP, s
infrastructure - giving it a nmore visible presence in the Western
Cape and nationally. It was during this year that a regiona
conmittee was set up at Diakonia in Durban to handle
recruitment and preparation of candidates in the Natal region
TEP and I CT

The relationship with ICTled to a request fromFr. Al bert Nolan
(OP) and a representative of the Catholic Institute for
International Relations (CIIR) for TEP to take over a "Pastora
Exchange Programme" which they had jointly controlled for

some years. The aimof this particular progranme, was to send
two Catholic priests, each year, to Brazil for an

exposure-i mrersi on programre focusing on the reality of

Base Ecclesial Comunities. TEP agreed to take over the
project, with the provisos that it was broadened to acconodate
denom nation and to lay Church workers as well.

State of Emer enc

By the end of 1985, TEP, |ike many other popul ar

organi sations, found itself fundanentally affected by the

decl aration of the State of Enmergency and the subsequent
detentions and repression

H

1986 was a year of struggle and survival"™ for many

organi sations. (with very little time and space avail able for
creating new directions), TEP tried to keep its head above



water. There was a full-tine co-ordinator and an energency,
and tenporary arangenent, three workers were enpl oyed on a
part-tinme basis. This arrangement |asted until the |last quarter of
the year.
It was only in Novenber of this year that TEP, at its Elgin
Conference in the Wstern Cape, was able to neet and begin
to identify new ways of neeting the chall enges ofthe years that
| ay ahead. The exposure method and the candi dates as a neans
of enpower ment have al ways forned the basis on which TEP
was built. At this neeting, two new i deas were proposed for
TEPs educational work. One was an attenpt to nake TEPi s
resources as sinply an extension, both material and human
nore wi dely available, and in new fornms. The other, was an
attenpt to break new ground in generating different ways of
producei ng i ndi genous material and experiences. It was based
on the need to devel op an educational armfor TEP, through
whi ch | ocal people woul d be enpowered to understand
prophetic theol ogy and would train to create their own
theol ogy. After nuch di scussion around the two positions, it
was resol ved that: -
- our mmjor resource potential within TEP, viz our forner
exposure candi dates, contacts and resource material s,
were underutilised; and

TEP saw its goal as not nerely encouragi ng South-South
di al ogue and |inks but al so channeling acquired insights
for benefit of the South African situation
Sout h- Sout h
The extension and utilisation of existing resources and the
br oadeni ng of Sout h-South Di al ogue were seen as vital. In
order to do this, it becane inperative for people in other areas,
beyond t he geographi cal confines of the Western Cape, be
brought into closer contact and participation with the work of
TEP. Since the 1 January 1987 till now, five full-time workers
and the National Conmttee, have enabled TEP to nove
beyond the survival and maintenance strategi es of 1986.
page 4



1981

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

TEP's Tenfh Ann/versory

decade of exposures

Candi dat e Denomi nation From Exposure

M. P. Ml Anglican Western Cape N caragua

8 Brazil

Rev. M Weder Anglican Western Cape N caragua
Lebanon

Ms. V. Zwei genthal Catholic Western Cape N caragua
Brazil/Peru

M. M Deeb Catholic Western Cape Nicaragua/Chile
_ 7, Braznl/Peru

Rev. J. Buys N.G (Sending) Western Cape Brazi

Fr. J. Xerri Catholic Brazil South Africa

Ms. L. Azevedo Catholic Brazil South Africa

M. M van G aan Evangelical Wstern Cape N caragua
Brazi |

Ms. P. Anthony Anglican Natal Philippines

M. P. Anthony Anglican Natal Philippines

Rev. W Chisol m Anglican Western Cape Brazi
Rev. R Jacobus N.G (Sending) Wstern Cape Brazi
Ms. J. Noe

Rev. P. Mentoor

D. R (Sendi ng)

Cat holic
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Nat a

Western Cape

West ern Cape

Zi mbabwe
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Candi dat e Denomi nati on From Exposure

Ms. T. Mpum wana Church of Ethiopia Eastern Cape Brazi
Rev. M Muum wana Church of Ethiopia Eastern Cape Brazi
Rev. R Petersen Congretational Western Cape Brazi
Rev. Z. Nevuthalu Lutheran N . Transvaal Nami bia

Rev. A. Visagie N.G (Sending) Karoo Philippines

Hong Kong

Bi shop N. Ngada African |Independ. Wtwatersrand Brazi
M. S. Wauchope African |Independ. Wtwatersrand Brazi
Rev. W Mabuza Methodi st Wtwatersrand Nam bi a

M. P. Mshiane Catholic Wtwatersrand Philippines

M. E. Apelgren Catholic Wtwatersrand Philippines
Rev. A. Leshaba Anglican E. Transvaal Brazi

M. N Milatje Catholic Pretoria Costa Ri ca/Cuba

Ni car agua

M. A Barnes Catholic Wstern Cape Costa Rica
Dr. A Bendana Catholic N caragua South Africa
Ms. N. Mranbo Met hodi st Natal Philippines

Fr. R Broderick Catholic E. Transvaal Brazi
Fr. P. Ehle Catholic Brazil South Africa

Ed de la Torre Catholic Philippines South Africa
page 6

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991



TEP's Tenth Anniversary

TEPts tenth

TEPts theol ogy fromthe underside

Rev Charles Villa-Vicencio

The church is divided as much as any
other social institution on GOLIIS green
earth. Over the years the church has
aligned itselfwith the oppressive forces,
and has legitimted apartheid. both
direetly and indirectly. But at the sane
time. throughout the history of the
Church, there has been a "church within
the church". | prefer to see it as the

"l church on the marginsl’. It includes
some people who find their feet inside
the institutional churches. and some
peopl e who find thensel ves outside the
institutional churches. Itincludesthose
who woul d want to identify with the
Christian gospel, with the Christian
religion, and with what they understand
as a theological interpretation or
under st andi ng of the snuggle that is
taking place. It is that "church of the
mar gi ns", that "Church within a church",
that Ilalternative Church", of which

thi nk TEP (Theol ogi cal Exchange
Programme) has al ways been a superb
exanple. It consists of a group of
concerned Christians, with their feet
firmy on the ground, trying to nmake
sense of what is happening in the
struggl e agai nst apartheid, and agai nst
econom ¢ expl oitation.

There is an inter-action that takes place
bet ween church and politics, betWen a
theol ogical interpretation and a politica
anal ysis. A useful question to ask

oursel ves tonight is: what is theology in
this kind of situation? Theology is

sonet hing that all ofus do instinctively
every day of our lives. Human bei ngs

are thinking beings, we are thinking

ani mal s. Wen we think, we think

about something, we donlt think in a
vacuum We t hink about our

experience, and so, theologically we
like to say that experience precedes
interpretation, of the event

Theology is a reflection on an event or
an experience. Those of us who stand

in the Christian tradition, interpret that
event in terms of a certain tradition, in
terms of a certain culture - a biblica
culture if you like. W interpret what
happens in our time in terns of a certain
set ofsynibols. W interpret it froma
Christian theol ogi cal perspective. But,
we fully recognise that other people are
interpreting those same events from

di fferent perspectives - perhaps froma
Musl i m perspective, perhaps froma

H ndu perspective, perhaps froma
secul ar perspective, a Marxist or
capitalist perspective. The interesting
thing is that when we stand back, we
find that some of those perspectives,
some of those different interpretations,
actually find one another, they coincide.
So theology is always in conversation
with other traditions, other ideologies



and interpretations. Politics and

t heol ogy have al ways intersected.

page 7

When t heol ogy coincided with a libera
interpretation, it was okay. Wen it
coincided with a capitalist
interpretation, it was okay. But the
nmonent we begin to see our way of

doi ng "t heol ogy fromthe underside"
fromthe prophetic church side, fromthe
alternative church side - and thus
coinciding with socialist

i nterpretations, then everybody throws
their hands up and says ,hey this is not
t heol ogyl !

In the alternative church, in the
prophetic church, there is a synthesis
and a coming together of leftists,
soci al i sts, prophetic Christians and
prophetic Musliminterpretations of

what is happening in South Africa. That
is good news - it speaks well about the
future. There is an attenpt by sone
peopl e, the oppressed people, and those
who are seeking to be in solidarity with
the oppressed, to find one another, even
though their interpretations may be

di fferent at one point or another

Every political organisation needs a
consci ence, needs to be disturbed, needs
to be chall enged, needs to be | opstoked
alittle bit. There are essentially two
groups of people who will struggle to
keep alive the spirit of a revolutionin a
new soci ety, and those people are

radi cal theol ogi ans, and true and
conmitted communi sts. Tonight at its
tenth anniversary, TEP has brought

toget her representatives fromboth, the
alternative church, and fromthe MDM
(Mass Denocratic Myvenent) to

address us on how they see the last ten
years, and what role, they feel, the
church should play in the future.
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anni versary

TE? a servant of the Church

Rev Mal usi Moun wana

On many occasi ons, we have often

confused the ultimate goal with the

i medi ate chal l enges that we face. In

the past, we thought: "if only we can get
so many people out of prison”, ten

i beration would have cone; "if only we
can get so many exiles back", |iberation
woul d have cone, "if only we can

publish the nanmes of those who have

been killed by the police", we shall have
achi eved sonet hing. W sonetines

get confused and think that these snal
victories are the ultimate victories ofour
time.

[think that TEP, |ike many others, is not
imune fromthis mstake. It is quite
possi bl e that after ten years of existence,
we mght begin to feel, that after so
nmany exposure trips, so many books
publ i shed, and havi ng worked so nany

[ ong hours we have earned our reward.

TEP has identified two very inmportant
tasks for itself: to help other South
Africans to share in struggles and

experi ences of other countries; and to
serve the South African Church, by
offering its resources. | want to pay
tribute to TEP by saying that it is a
beacon of hope and a drinking well for
thirsty Christian activists conmitted to
the risen Christ and H s Ki ngdom val ues

of social justice.

Looki ng back over ten years, | am

rem nded of a serious chall enge that

cane to me, through the thoughts and
witings )fa friend of M ne, Steve Biko.

He said:

"Chedi ence to God in the sense that |

have accepted it, in the beliefthat God
reveals Himself in His laws inscribed in
our conscience, is in fact at the heart of
a conviction of nost selfless

| want to start by saying Happy Birthday to TEP. . The
occasi on of the Tenth Anniversary of TEPts exi stence,
should, | believe, be a tine for reflection. It is atimto
refl ect on the demands and the chall enge for the prophetic
noverment within the church in our country
revolutionaries. It is a call to allpeople
of conscience to offer thenselves, and
sonetines their lives for the eradication
ofan evil. To a revolutionary, state evi
is amjor evil, for out of it flows
countl ess other subsidiary evils that
engul f the lives of both the oppressors
and the oppressed. The revol utionary

sees his task all too often as |liberation
not only of the oppressed, but also of the
oppressor. Happiness can never truly

exist in a state of tension, even if the
tension is only of conscience. Hence in

a stratified society like ours, those who
have pl aced thensel ves upon pedestal s,
spend far too nmuch time on the | ookout

for disturbances, and hence can never

have peace Of mi nd. The South African

soci ety abounds in fear, and is
constantly in a state of frenzy. The



revol uti onary seeks to restore faith in
life amongst all citizens of hislher
country to rempve inmaginary fears and
to seek sone consentfor the plight of
people. To the revolutionary, the
church is anti-progress, and therefore
anti-Godl s wi shes, because |long ago it
deci ded not to obey God, but to obey

H

man .

| think that it is a decision on the part
TEP, to be a servant of the church in a
way that hel ps the Church to obey God,
rat her than human governments. It has
done this as part of the prophetic
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nmovenent within the church. The

success and the maturity of TEP as an
organi sati on al ongside others in the
prophetic novement, might lead us into
conpl acency. This could happen in

nmuch the same way as the smling face
of President De Klerk, who presents

hi nsel f as some kind of "Joshua Doore
uncle" in the "political business", causes
so many in the church to rel ax.

| believe that it would be hel pful to
revi ew t he devel opnents, in the period
of TEPi s existence, and to identify key
features, that have marked those ten
years. What have we seen in society?
VWhat have we seen in politics? \Wat
have we seen in the church? | have

di vided nmy analysis into six phases in
South African history, between 1976

and 1991, and II1l sketch out these
phases, fromthe perspective of both
soci ety and church

On paper, the policy of apartheid nmeant
creatures like nyself had no aimto
South African citizenship. In essence,
this neant four things: Firstly, the
African woul d have no access to a vote
of equal value to that of a white person
in the South African political process.
Secondly, that the African would be
guaranteed no equality with whites
before the |l aw. Thus, the |legal and
security apparatus could justifiably be
mai ntai ned for white mnority capitali st



interest. Thirdly, the African woul d
have no access to basic needs, |ike
shelter, food, energy, health, sanitation
education and enpl oynent.

After all, the South African gover nnent
could not be expected to provide these
services for foreigners from Mal aw ,
Transkei and Venda. Lastly, the

African woul d have no pl ace of

ownership in the econony. In the

famous words of Dr. Verwoed: "There

will be no place for themapart from
certain forns of |abour." To be sure,
even that | abour was not recognised, as
African workers were excluded in the
definition of a worker on the Industria
Concilation Act. Also it was not

allowed for Africans to be recognised as
apprentices in industry and in technica
fields. Furthernore, the provisions of
the Job Reservation Act, prevented
production, like land, property, capita
and skills etc. The business of the
peopl e and their organi sati ons has been
to win victories on these issues and the
busi ness of governnent and their
security apparatus has been to prevent
the people the success on these issues.
It is against this background that we run
through the six identifiable historica
phases.

1. Ugrlslng:1976101980

The first one is the uprising of 1976 to
1980. The mmin feature of this first

upri sing, was the energence of the

power ful youth defiance of police
bul l ets, beginning in Soweto on June 16,
and spreadi ng throughout the country
till the end of 1980. During this tine,
there was a mass exodus of youth

| eaving the country for mlitary training
with the liberation novenent. Another
Bur ni ng and barricades: a conmon scene in the 1980’ s
Africans fromcertain types ofjobs, or
fromeven nmenialjobs in certain regions
of the country, like the Wstern Cape.
There are four fundamental questions

at the centre ofstruggle in South Africa:
The question of full political rights,
unqual i fied with any equivocationr The
guestion of denocratic |aw - a defence
and security systemfor the protection of
the poor, the weak and the marginalised.
The question of the constitutional right
to the satisfaction of the basic needs of
life. And lastly, the question of
econom ¢ rights, guaranteeing and
facilitating access to the neans of
feature was the high rate of detentions,
and for the first tine, provisions for
preventive detention under the new
Internal Security Act were used in
August 1976, to hold nmany politica
activists. These nmmss detentions were
mar ked by increased brutality, which
saw t he increased frequency ofdeaths in
detention. It ended in a nunber of
positive as well as negative government
actions. On the negative side, to begin
wi th, was the banning of eighteen

organi sations, including the Christian



Institute and a nunber of its prophetic
functionaries, |like Beyers Naude and
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Gshadi Phakadi. The victory of this
first uprising of 1976, was that the
government was forced to introduce the
first reforns.

2. Reforms: 1980 to 1983

In this phase the governnent nade

sone concessions in education and

[ abour. Labour |aws were revived,

foll owi ng the Wehan and Ri ekhert
Conmi ssi ons, allow ng the

uni oni sation of African workers. This
set the stage for the growth of
progressive and non-racial unions.
Sone of the nobre unacceptable

| anguage provi sions of Bantu education
were rel axed and teacher working
conditions were inproved. At the sane
time, nmore blacks were drawn into

buf fer positions of administration in the
educati on departments. Township

admini stration was revived foll owi ng
the col |l apse of the urban Bantu councils
and in a co-optive nove, constitutiona
reforns were proposed, allow ng for the
i ncl usi on of Indians and Col oureds for
the parlianmentary side show, through
the tricaneral system A positive
devel opnent of this phase, was the
enmergence of a nunber of agencies for
Christian social awareness: |CT
(Institute for Contextual Theol ogy),
TEAM (The Ecurenical Action

Moverent), TEP (Theol ogy Exchange
Programme), Di akonia and many

others. These refornms were so paltry,
and hardly attenpted to address the four
fundanent al questions of the struggle,
thus triggering off a new phase of a
second mass resistance.

3. Reslstance: 1983 to 1985

Thi s phase was donminated by a tota
rejection, on the part of the UDF
(United Denocratic Front), of the
governmenti s constitutional reforns.
Structures were set up in cities and
villages all over the country. At the
same time, the fast growmh of a
progressive trade union novenent, in

m nes, factories and offices, and the
transport sector culnminated in the
formati on of the giant Cosatu
federation. These features gave form
and direction to this second nass

resi stance, which were lacking in the
first uprising

On the church front, the prophetic
noverent was grow ng fast and was
beginning to identify in the docunents
of the |iberation nmovenent, things that
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mat ched the Christian hope ofthe "reign
of God". We recall at this time, the
march on Pol | snoor called by the Rev.

Al'l an Boesak. This unified action, of
Muslims and Christians, was a
significant witness of faith in the
Western Cape and the rest of the
country.

4. Acute Repression: 1985 to 1989

Duri ng the phase of acute repression, we
find the governnment unl eashing

unpr ecedent ed nmeasures of repression
through a "State of Energency", that
gave unnonitored and illegally
unchal | engeabl e Iicence to soldiers to do
as they pleased in the townships. W

are all witnesses to those tinmes -

t housands were detained without trial
hundreds were killed, as heroic battles
wer e fought by untrai ned and
conventional | y unarmed people in our
streets. W renenber the Troj an Horse
attack in Athlone. This was al so the
time of high MK (Urkhonto W Sizwe)
activities, and we saw i ncreased
executions of political prisoners. CQur
townshi ps - Bont eheuwel, Nyanga

bush, Mtchells Plain, Guguletu -

becanme the operational areas, bases of
resistance in the face of repression
Church mnisters had mass funeral s
virtually every week. W began to
qguestion our traditional liturgica
formul as, as we struggled to keep saying
The Lord gave, the Lord has taken, the
Lords nane be praisedi W began to
wonder whet her the God to whomthe

sol diers and the police prayed for
success in their sinister operations, was
the sane as the one their victinms prayed
to for the protection of their lives. Many
white youth of conscience, refused to be
conscripted, and the ,Noi voice grew.
The Kairos document cane out to help
identify the different gods that South
African Christians were committed to:
the God of the oppressive state, the
neutral God of no cause at all, and the
CGod ofjustice for the oppressed. \Wen
the church was called on to pray for the
end of unjust iule, on June 16 1986, we
were shown that nmany in the church

| eadershi p, were continuing to shy away
fromthe God of justice, for the
oppressed. The question remai ned

whet her a church, which could not see
its way clear, to praying for an end to
unjust rule, could ever be committed to
the resolution of the four fundanmenta
questions, of the struggle that |
identified earlier: - full unqualified
political rights,denmocratic |aw and
security systemin defence of the poor
and the oppressed, constitutiona
guarantees for the satisfaction of basic
needs, and econom c justice
guaranteeing, and facilitating effective
reversal of access denial to the neans of
producti on.

def ence of a status quo. In nany cases,



it is not sinply an inability to see and
hear, and |I quote: "It is a refusal to see
and hear. It is not nerely a lack of faith
inthe God of Life, it is the worship of a
false God, the sin of idolatry".

5. Phase of Revolutlon: 1985 to 1989
This takes ne to the phase of revolution
1985 to 1989. Early in this phase in

De K/ erk and Mandel a, uni magi nable in the 19805
The prophetic novenent within the
church, began to be convinced that the
South African experience of Christian
hypocri sy was not uni que. The joint
research and retlection project by South
Africans,with Christians fromNam bi a,
South Korea, the Philippines, E

Sal vador, Nicaragua and CGuatenal a

showed this conviction (It is inportant
to note that TEP was extremnely
instrumental in this process). This joint
reflection was published in 1989, in

The Road to Danmascus and | quote:

"Thr oughout history, we Christians,

have often been deafto CGodts voice, and
blind to God,s presence in people. This
| ack of faith has prevented us from
exerci sing the prophetic m ssion that
Jesus has given us. W have often been
silent, instead of denouncing injustice
and oppression. Instead of working for
justice and liberation, have often

remai ned uni nvol ved". The docunent

expl ains this uninvol venent in unbelief
as caused by either a confortable and
oblivious life, a choice of a convenient
CGod who does not chall enge us, or a
choice of privilege, and a consci ous
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January 1986, the ANC president diver
Tanbo decl ared the revol ution: "CQur

own tasks are very clear, to bring about
the kind of society that is visualised in
the Freedom Charter. W have to break
down and destroy the old order. W

have to make apartheid unworkabl e, and
our country ungovernabl e".

It was the revolutionary spirit of ,No
surrenderl It was the spirit of defiance
in the MDM canpai gns neshed by the

i beration nmovenentis internationa

| obby, that gave space for the Churches
and the prophetic voices within the
churches to share in the triunph of
February 2 1990. | al ways renenber

the words of the former Archbishop of
Cape Town, who was asked to explain
after the Goniwe funeral in Cradock

why bi shops and priests were seen

mar chi ng under the red flag of the
Conmuni st Party. The Archbi shop

sai d: "We have Chosen to wal k the path
of justice, and if others find it a

wort hwhil e path to be on, they are

wel cone". -1 always renenber that the
Archbi shop actually omtted to note that
it was he who was being wel comed in



the path of justice. The Conmuni st

Party wal ked that path |ong before the
Church thought that it was worthwhile.
Nevert hel ess, during this phase, the
space was given for the churches and
their prophetic voices to share in the
triunph of February 2 1990.

6. Phase of SecongBef orns:

February 1990

Thi s date opened up the sixth and the | ast
hi stori cal phase in the period of TEPIs
life. The first reforms which foll owed
1976, were nowhere near a solution for
the four fundamental questions of the
struggle. It is not my intention to

anal yses and interpret the present phase
of second reforns, because they are
right before us, and all of us can share in
that analysis. It should be sufficient for
me, to sinply remnd all that the
intention and indeed the prom se of the
national i st governnent, to its

el ectorate, is that the four fundanmenta
guestions of the struggle shall never,
ever be met to our satisfaction, | think
that has al ways got to be remenbered.

It should not surprise anyone that De

Kl erk keeps saying that no constitution
wi Il be passed, before the electorate has
agreed to it. The problemis that nost
Christians, and it is feared that even
many political activists, believe that the
government has a positive mnd on this.

| believe it does not. Behind that
smling face of President De Klerk, is a
grimconmtnent - never to let up

The first thing that the government did,
was to persuade their allies in the
churches to abandon what the Kairos
docunent called "State theology’'l, and
to identify themselves with "Church
theol ogyl’. And so now, we have Johan
Hei ns, Louw Al berts and everybody

el se falling over backwards to nake sure
that they are accommpdated in the
"I'normal " structures of the churches in
the country. As they nove away from
"State" to "Church" theol ogy, they are
effectively weakeni ng the base of
prophetic theol ogy. The questi on now
bei ng asked about the role of prophetic
theol ogy is: "why should it be there,
when the counter-parts are no | onger
there".

We know the story of Rustenberg. After
consul tations, the governnent, with the
white Dutch Reformed Church, agreed

that there will be a new strategy to
co-opt the churches and weaken the

voi ce of the prophetic churches. The
government called together all churches
to cone together in a conference, which
they sponsored. Wen the Council of
Churches and the SACBC (South

African Catholic Bi shops Conference)
were confronted about this, they refused
to participate in a church initiative
called by the state. The gover nment was
very quick to back down, and the offices
were closed at the Union Building. But
the plans for the conference went ahead.



In the end, we found ourselves with a
conference which was, for all intents

and purposes, called by President De
Klerk. The miracle of Rustenberg, is

that in spite of that, the prophetic voice
was able to come away with what |

consi der to be substantial gains.

VWhat are these gai ns? Rustenberg was

able to deny the governnent, what they
had gone to seek at Rustenberg. This

i ncl uded: an endorsenent of De Klerkls
position in the negotiating process; a
charter of Christian wtness, which |
bel i eve had al ready been drafted by

Prof essor Heins; the commtment to the
establi shment of a new ecunenica
nmovenent, which would sideline the

SACC;, and lastly, a commtnent from

the church to back out of the politica
scene, and rather commtting the church
unconditionally to reconciliation

These intentions were defeated. What

di d happen, is that reconciliation was
endorsed, but at all tines, together with
the | anguage of restitution. | think it is
in that | anguage of restitution that
somet hing of the four fundanenta

guestions of the struggle can still be
accomodat ed.
As | conme to the end, | want to suggest

that the challenge for the prophetic
nmoverent during these very confusing
times, is to develop, not only for itself,
but for all Christians, the skills that are
necessary to anal yses and di scern the
whi |l es of the enemy at the present

nmonent. Skills of social analysis,
political analysis, and theol ogica
reflection, skills of |eadership and
conmuni cati on. The governnent and

its supporters have beconme a | ot nore
sophi sti cat ed

The second challenge is for the

prophetic novement within the church

not to be satisfied with the Iimted space
that it occupies in the different parts of
the country, but to increase itis space by
sinply co-ordinating its activities. The
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peopl e who are in the prophetic voices

of the church in the Western Cape

shoul d know what the others are doing.

The sane applies to the different regions
- whatis happening in the Wstern Cape,
must be known to Natal, to the Eastern
Cape, tO the Transvaal, Eastern

Transvaal, Western Transvaal and the

Nort hern Transvaal, and the Free State
and so on. If co-ordination of activities
and the rmutual accountability does not
happen, we are going to lose all the
things that we have gai ned until now.

And lastly, and | nust say this with
humlity, | believe that the npbst trusted
wor kers of the |iberation nmovement

t hose who have cone fromexile and

prison, might well cone to believe that
their very presence on South African

soil is going unhindered. Right in front
of our eyes, we have seen the



government being able to get away with
an agreement with the ANC, on exiles
being able to return on qualified
indetTmity - that they have to make an
admi ssion of guilt to certain actions,
before they can be adnitted into the
country. | know that we have people

who are unable to conme into the country,
because they have refused to say what
sins that have committed. The second

m st ake has been that the AN C has nade
an agreement with the government

whi ch precludes the participation of the
United Nations H gh Comm ssion for

Ref ugees. Each tinme the UNHCR

wants to cone in, the governnment says

oh no, no, no, we donltwant to break our
agreenment with the ANC. Ithink that it
is a shane that the prophetic novenent
within the church, has allowed this to
continue. Just because the ANC is

i nvol ved in the discussions, we feel that
we have no role to play anynore. |think
that what the prophetic voice within the
church ought to set up at this tine, is a
m ni stry of accompani ment to the
negoti ati ng process, that critiques and
anal yses every agreenent that is nade,
and cries "murder" each time sonething
seens ami ss. |repeat that these remarks
| say with great hunmility, because the
church does not really have the right to
do that. Butl think that we owe it to God
and to the Christian gospel, at |east at
this time in our history, to | aunder our
past .
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Church and Comunity

the chauenge

| want to say that | amactually being
very careful to nake the point, that | am
not giving a theol ogical viewpoint

toni ght, because | donit think |I could
ever interpret a document as conpl ex as
the bible. 1 amone of those people, who
probably read nore of the bible, while
was in prison, than in all the time | was
out. As a politician, |have always been

i mpressed, by the powerful nmessage of
the bible, both in the Ad and especially
in the New Testament. There are so

many things which inpress ne: the
nessage of Jesus; the exanple of a man,
who was prepared to sacrifice his life, so
that others can live a decent, full life;
and the vision of human beings, living
in a society based on |ove and equality,
a soci ety where individual human

bei ngs are val ued as people, for their
potential and for their contribution

The point | am making is that between
church and community, or church and
politics, there are many |evels of

i ntersection, and many comon paths

that had been trodden in the past, and
will be walked in the future again.

When thinking back to the period from
1981 to 1991, one of the first things I
recal |l happening in the Western Cape,

was a neeting against the anti- South
African Indian Council. This was the
first tine that in a political neeting
publicly, we saw ANC fl ags bei ng

fl own openly. That was only ten years
ago, and ten years later, we were

mar ching on the day that the ANC and

ot her organi sati ons were unbanned.

These | ast ten years were a profoundly

i ntense and successful period.

| want to just start by tal king about a
few of the good things that happened
during that time. A closer unity was
built up between church people and the
to the Church

G aeme Bl och

wi der constit cy. But th unity had

in fact begun long before this. W can
go back to 1976, | renenber as a

student, the kind of contribution from
peopl e |i ke OCom Bey (Beyers Naude),

of people like Theo at the Christian
Institute in Cape Town. During the days
of BC, it was difficult for whites to walk
around too confidently, and the church,
provided a shelter for the struggles, that
ki nd of burst onto the scene. W can
never forget the symbolic significance
Regi na Mundi, the Catholic church in
Rockville, Soweto. Iremenber the end

of 1981 and early 1982, when we were
setting up the Detainees Parents Support
Conmittees, in Cape Town, wth people
like Zoli Malindi and Jenny Schreiner

and so on. The church of St. Marks used
to play, an inportant role in providing a
pl ace where we coul d cone together

and despite the repressive atnosphere,



di scuss what was happening in our own
country.

VWhen we think back on the sacrifices
that have been made, we al ways
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renmenber the Pollsnoor march. | am
sure there are many people here, who
can remenber kneeling and praying

whi | e bei ng whi pped by the quirts (as
they were then called), or sjanbocks of
the "boers". One thinks of Jan De \aal
who partially lost his sight, after police
brutality at the march. He was just one
of the many individual church people,
who made sacrifices during this period.
One cannot forget the significant role
that the AME in Hazendal, played

during the Defiance Canpaign in 1989.

It was at a historic service at the AVE
church in Hazendal, that restrictees
deci ded that they were no | onger going
to obey those restrictions, inposed upon
them by an unj ust governnent, and

where Archbi shop Tutu called on the
peopl e to enmbark on a Defiance

Canpai gn.

Along with all this went the

devel opnent of a vigorous theol ogy
fromthe church, which explained the
reasons for the involvenment of the
church in this process. The Catholic
church in Myzanbi que, aligned itself
conpletely with the col oni al project
with the "superiority" of the white man
As a result of these m staken policies,
the attitude that Frelinmo adopted is not
surprising. On the other hand, was the
Nam bi an exanpl e, where the church

was SWAPQO, and SWAPO was the

church. | think the South African
church fell somewhere inbetween these
two nodel s. The contradiction of the
church in South Africa, is reflected in a
menbership that is predom nantly bl ack
and oppressed, and with a hierarchy,
that has remained largely white and

mal e.

The church, quite correctly stepped
back, once the political organisations



wer e unbanned, and the ANC coul d

speak foritself. Butlthink that perhaps
therets been too much of a retreat from
soci al involvenent on the part of the
church.

The church needs to continue speaking
out. During those ten years, the church
not only defended ot her peoples
struggl es, but also got directly invol ved
in the struggle. For exanple many

church groups were part ofthe UDF. In

t he whol e canpai gn agai nst the
tricaneral parlianent, the Christians
and Muslinms, directly took up the
struggl e.

One thinks of canpaigns like the
)Standing for the Truthl, which enabled
Christians to participate directly and
whi ch made a direct and i ndependent
contribution to things |ike the Defiance
Canpai gn. One thinks of the building

of an Inter-faith approach anbngst the
church to politics. Church groupings

i ke the Bel ydende Kring, and people

i ke All an Boesak, and a network of
people in the country areas in particul ar
did an incredi ble amunt of work to
show to people, that in fact what the

bi bl e wanted themto do, was to get
involved in politics. That the bible
wanted themto chall enge the oppressive
political system W renember how
terrified people were of politics, during
1983 and 1984 and we did not know

what the response to a call for a boycott
of tricanmeral elections was going to be.
The overwhel nming response fromthe
peopl e coul d not have been achieved

wi t hout the urging, prodding and

pushi ng, of the churches, and

theol ogising to explain to people why it
was legitimte for people to be

i nvol ved. The church hel ped people to
overcome their fear, and the church
becanme a pl ace, where church menbers
coul d speak out politically.

The church nobilised and directly
rejected apartheid, and directly fought
apartheid, and I want to reenphasise
that | see no reason why the church need
to shy away fromthat role in the future
either. W nust renmenber that freedom
has not conme. Wen it cones to

political freedons, it is still a white
mnority, that is making decisions about
the pace and the direction of changes.
The ANC still calls itself a liberation
novenent, and not a political party.

How can you have a political party,

when people are still not free to conpete
effectively, and as equal s? W are

al l owi ng the organi sati ons that have
fought for our freedom to be pushed
back fromthe frontiers of those
freedons, by the press, by the
governnent, and by our own silence as
well. Political witness fromthe church
is even nore inmportant now than it was
bef ore.

| think the third area, where the church
nmade an incredibly inportant



contribution, was, of attenpting to

mai ntain the dignity of human beings, in
a social systemthatls set out to actually
destroy peoplels humanity. This

i nvol ves trying to keep peopl els hones
together in sonme sort ofway, in the face
of unenpl oynent, al coholism crinme,

the daily violence of life in the
townshi ps, poor educati on and mnass
renoval s. W& have forgotten how
apartheid has systematically destroyed
the social fabric of this country. W
have cone very close to socia
disintegration. Al the time, while
apartheid was destroying, it was the
church that helped to nohilise at very
basic | evels, taking blankets to people in
Crossroads, setting up soup kitchens in
Wi nter, attenpting to hold people
together, and enable themto speak out
and fight the situation in which they
were in. In other words, | think that the
churchls contribution was, and is, and
will continue to be, be a church of the
poor, a church of the oppressed.

We have seen very clearly, that |aws can
be lifted off the statute books, while on
the ground, things remain the same. So
again, this contribution, of building a
social fabric, and life of our
comunities is sonmething that is going
to be very inportant. | think we nust
tal k about the new South Africa, and
begin to prepare for it. W nust not |et
oursel ves adopt ot her peopl es

nmeani ngs of to what that new South
Africa is. Miuch has changed, but much
has stayed the same. But we need to
shift within that understanding, froma
situation of purely opposition, to a
situation where we need to take
responsibility and actually begin to
build the kind of Vision that we have.
W hat are sone of the inportant

i ssues facing the church now?

Freedom

The first thing is the issue offreedom |
donlt think freedomis ever achieved.
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think Iiberty is an ongoing process, but
| certainly think even at the basic |eve
of political rights, this country is not
free. As citizens and as church peopl e,
we need to be tal ki ng about how we are
going to get to the basics of a
denocratic, non-racial, non-sexist

South Africa. What kind of constitution
are we going to have? It al so neans

tal king nore actively about things |ike
a constituent assenbly and an interim
government. These are not matters for
only the ANC and the PAC, but they are
matters which should concern every
citizen. Everyone in South Africa, is
going to have to throw their weight
behi nd t hose demands, ot herw se we

are going to find ourselves with a
constitution that meets FWDe Klerkls
agenda, and not ours.

Cul tural Tol erance.



We need to be fighting for a situation in
whi ch everybody is allowed to speak

out, be they on the far right, or on the far
left. In order to allow for this we need
to build a Wnin our

political novenments. The UDF was

able to foster this kind of tolerance,
anmongst activists on the ground. Jews
were able to talk to Christians,

Comuni sts could talk to Mislins,
Capitalists could talk to Socialists. W
now need to revive these traditions of

t ol erance.

Peace

Anot her concern is the viol ence

occurring now in our country. It is not
just political violence, but also crinna
viol ence on the trains, and in our
townshi ps. W& know there are going to

be no easy solutions to this problem

But it is very clear that institutions |ike
the church, are going to be vitally

i mportant in the building of a new

soci ety, one that can gradually begin to
riditself of the effects of apartheid and
under devel oprent .

Devel ognent

The issue of peace, is very closely
linked to the issue of devel oprent.

South Africa will becone |ike any other
struggling poor third world country,
heavily in debt, finding it very difficult
to sustain itself and its people? Africa
owes nore than its gross nationa

product in a year on its national debt.

We are going to find a country like

South Africa, being subjected to al

sorts of problems related to
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devel opnent. We are going to find
groupings like the I M-, and the Wrld
Bank, who have their own agendas,
coming in and trying to tell us what
"devel opnment" is. Once again, it is
going to be inportant that institutions
like the church, who have their fingers
at the grassroots, are able to say hang
on a second, what youlre tal king about
is poverty or what you,re tal king about
i s underdevel opnent, or dependance on
the inperialist centres. Wat youlre
tal ki ng about, is not the devel opment of
the soci et yf

In other words, the church is going to
need to continue to speak out on behalf
of the poor and the marginalised. It is
going to have to play a key role in
ensuring that, not only the organised
groupi ngs are given access to the
l[imted resources. That it is notjust the
political parties or the trade unions, who
are able to win benefits for their
menbers, while people in the rura
areas, or in squatter canps, remin
unor gani sed or unheard. There has

been an attenpt to depoliticise

devel opnent and neke a neutral issue,
whi ch sinply involves technica

choi ces. But devel opnent in fact,

i nvol ves struggl es over resources, and is
therefore at a key and basic level, a
political issue. W need to try and
chal | enge the devel opnent agenci es,

who no | onger want to give noney to
education projects and organisations.
Econom ¢ System

Li nked to devel oprment, is the whole
guesti on of how we want to devel op

and central to that, is the question of
what ki nd of economi ¢ system we want.
The econoni cs debate has only just
begun. The mgjority of South Africans
do not know what socialismis, and they
have not really begun to | ook at the
failures of capitalism Africa, Latin
America and the Philippines and nmany

of the other countries, that TEP woul d
have had contact with, are prine
exanpl es of how capitalismhas failed
the poor and the marginalised of the
third world.

There are al so many | essons to be | earnt
from Eastern Europe. Mich of what
happened in Eastern Europe, is in no
way defensible. Yet we nust be carefu
not to becone triunphalist in the defeat
of some of those regines, to the point
where we | ose our critical faculties.

Si nce 1950, the Communi st Party has
been banned in South Africa, and al
soci al i st i deas have been forced

under ground. We now actually have a
duty to take those ideas, and to | ook at
them and we need to encourage an
openness in debate. W have a specia
responsibility, to stop the
anti-conmuni st sentinents, that one has
seen comng fromthe capitalist press.
O course, one expects it to cone from



the press, but we need to be concerned
when it comes from progressive church
quarters.

We need to nake it our specia
responsibility to | ook at the kind of
econom ¢ systemthat will bring us

social justice. It is clear that the answers
are not easy, and that the answers are not
going to be cliches, that sinply get
sucked out of ourthunbs. But | remain
convinced, that at the end of the day, if
we want to realise sone of the val ues
that are there in the bible, we are going
to have to tal k about sone form of
socialism | always say that socialists
are probably the nobst open-m nded

people in the world at the nonment,
because nobody knows what socialism

is. There is a kernel of ideas in the bible
on social justice, equality and

redi stribution that needs to be
recovered, and which we need to | ook

at. The challenge is to | ook at how they
can be translated into a workabl e and
free denocratic system

Fighting Privilege and Abuse

There al so needs to be an ongoi ng

attenpt fromthe grassroots to fight the
tenmptations of power. There is no

reason why South Africa should be free

of many of the tendencies of

neocol onial reginmes in Africa. There

are going to be people, who,s only
desire will be to put on a
doubl e- breasted suit. There are goingto
be people in government who will want

to earn high salaries, and live in posh
houses. W saw this happening in

Africa and Eastern Europe, and it wll
undoubt edl y happen here too. So

believe at the level ofprivilege, and al so
at the level of human rights, there is
goi ng to be an ongoing fight, and an
ongoi ng battle, to which the Church

must contri bute.

Grassroot Organisation

The buil ding of strong grassroots

organi sations is a task we are going to
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have to take very seriously. At the end
of the day, it is only grassroots people

who will be able to countervail the
temptations that will inevitably be laid
before the political |eadership. | think

our starting point should be "Nevertrust

a political party, or a liberation
novenent". The real challenge will be

to build a strong civil society, outside of
a political society, that can chall enge, at
all times. Strong i ndependent trade

uni ons, woneni s organi sati ons and
grassroots study circles and so-on need

to be developed to play this role.

It is essential that the church contributes
to strengthening grassroots

organi sations. But we need to build the
new, in such a way that people are

encour aged wherever they are, to fee

that they have the power to change their
situation. The struggle that we have to
engage in, is a struggle to create shared



val ues and shared concerns.

A New Chum

The noral vision ofthe church, is going
to be very inportant in this whole
process. Political organisations have
been accused, and | think quite

correctly, of having a very instrunental
approach to the church, of often using
the church. Leftists have a very poor
record of understandi ng what theol ogy

and spiritual values are about. Politica
activists, at tinmes attenpted to create a
di fferent bible, whereas perhaps we
shoul d have learnt, as | said at the
begi nni ng, that docunments need to be
interpreted, and that there canlt be any
final word on the hunan situation.
Politics canlt try and explain the
nysteri es of human existence. | donit
know i f the church can, but it can
probably do a far better job than
politicians can ever do. Human bei ngs

are whol e, and are notjust ofthe church,
but are al so ofthe here and now, are not
just spiritual, but are also of the flesh.
The noral vision, which the church can
provide, will be incredibly inportant.

So | think, in conclusion, what will be
essential in the new South Africa, is that
we have a church that is deeply rooted

in the mass of people; that it remains a
critical church, an independent church
and that does not feel it has to apol ogi se,
when it speaks out on any issue, W

need a church that is lively, and such a
church will be inmportant to politicians
and to the life of the country as a whole.
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Surveying the new frontiers to bridge
TEP in the next decade

hrough a conbi nati on of our own
struggl es and the changi ng world,

we have reached a point where there is
no sinple map which we can follow to
guide us in the conmplicated terrain
ahead. Those who try and approach the
journey with their heads buried in old
maps and dogmati c conceptions are

going to Stumble andfaii. W now need
to l ook up and carefully exam ne the
terrain, fit our sights on the next major
vi si bl e Obj ectives and manoeuvre as

qui ckly and painlessly as possible. W
need to think creatively, critically and
qui ckly, and not be inprisoned by our
ol d conceptions. (New Era Vol .5

No. 2.).

I nternationally, progressive novenents
have much reason to despair. Gven the
crisis in the eastern Europe, socialism
has becone a shattered ideal and nany
servi ce organi sati ons have been forced
to give serious thought to mapping a
new way forward. This anbiguity is felt
at a religious level as well. Unclear of
its new social role, there is a rea
temptation for the churches to stress the
sacranmental dinension of its mnistry
once agai n.

VWi | st notng this, we also realise that
the basic reasons which gave birth to
many comrunity and church

organi sations are still very real
Mtigated in one formor another

nati onal issues related to nmass poverty
and expl oi tati on, dehumani sing

condi tions of |abour, distortion and

wat eri ng down of the gospel
victimsation through market forces,

vi ol ence and various other forns of
soci al discrimnation, have not

di sappear ed.

Al'l these devel opnents rai se a nunber

of inportant social issues for TEPi s
consideration as it attenpts to map out
its own direction within the new terrain

of struggle, i.e. both nationally and
internationally.
w

Looki ng back in history, the

soci o-econom ¢ crisis in the Eastern
bl oc countries will stand out as the
single and nost inportant internationa
crisis to have reshaped the world and
political trends in the long term

The interests of the seven nost

devel oped capitalist countries, the
"Group of Seven", are becom ng

dom nant .

The worl d today:

t is confronted by a concentration and
centralisation of political, economc
and technol ogi cal power and control

wi t hout precedent in world history;
tlives under the hegenony of a

neo-1|i beral / Conservative doctrine

whi ch presents itself as a universa
truth which makes no concession for



any alternative. Their nedia never
forget to draw our attention to the

phi | osophi cal and econom c

bankruptcy of socialism

tfaces a position where denocracy is
made synonynmous with capitalism

and where weal thy nations believe

that they al one can resolve the

probl ems of the poor and exploited
nations;

i observes the "new' internationa
policing role which the USA pl ays

with regards to global relations and
order; and

twat ches the Soviet Unionls attenpts

to alignitself with the "G oup of
Seven".

Strategic alliances

In the light of "new' global threats and
chal | enges, concepts of parjnership and
maLnsansi bility have becone a

key tenplate to configurate strategic
alliances, restructure societies, defend
capitalist interests, disguise exploitation
and suppress di ssent.

Oovi ous exanpl es of this strategy can
be wi tnessed in various devel opnents.
One of these is, the unification and
rationalisation of the diverse European
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econoni es into one united market
econony. This will begin in 1992, and
the new regional financing strategies
will be structured in the follow ng way:
| Japan will take particular
responsibility for capitalist

interests in |ndo-China,

| the European Econom c

Conmmunity will be responsible
for ailing econony of eastern
Eur ope

| the United States will be

responsi ble for Latin Anerica

and;

| South African will fulfill the

sanme "center-periphery" role

with regards to sub-Saharian

Africa.

I ncreased power of the North

On the political level, the North is
attenpting to transformthe United
Nations into a nechani smfor
reinforcing their world hegenony.
Denocratic principles and objectives of
the "United Nations Charter" and of the
"Decl aration of Human Ri ghts" are
bei ng excluded fromthe political and
econom c practices of the North,
particularly in their relations with the
Sout h. Any suggestion of exploitation
is denied and international forums |like
the "Organi sation for African Unity",
the "Mwvenment for Non-Aligned

Nations" and the "United Nations
CGeneral Assenbly", have lost their
capacity to exert real influence or
control on the concentration of wealth
taking place in the North.

The power of the North seens
unrestrained and the political, economc
and mlitary counteraction which



traditionally cane fromthe old Eastern
bl oc, no longer exists. In the South,
those who once nodell ed their hopes

and societies around the socialist ethic,
di scover that there is no | onger a quick
route to socialism They are slowy
retracing their steps and seeki ng new
alliances with the capitalist bloc.
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For progressive political novenents,
"governi ng" now i nvolves forging
partnershi ps with past enenies or new
social forces. In the nane of "peace and
stability", mutual agreenents and
negoti ated settl ements have been

achi eved between ol d nationa

pr ot agoni sts. W have witnessed this
conprom sing thrust being put into
effect in countries |ike Nam bia
Angol a, Ni caragua, E

Sal vador, South

Africa, Col unbia,

Nort hern Irel and,

Mozanbi que, Korea

etc.

At the sane time, the

Sout hern bloc is

i ncreasingly being

excl uded from

dictating the gl oba

political agenda and

benefitting fromits narkets of
commerce. Wth little, or no collective
capacity remaining to exert influence or
bargain, nations in the South have been
left to sort out their own econonic
probl ens. W are fast approaching a
time when nations in the South will be
forced to conpete and enter into bitter
struggles with one another for a hunble
share in the dwi ndling world resources
which the North already controls.
Rel | gl ous conservati sm

Around the world, American-controlled
evangel i cal media has had a history of
backi ng "anti-comruni st" policies and
regi mes, no matter how undenpcratic

and repressive they are. These
theol ogi cal ly conservative and

ri ght-w ng groupi ngs have been the

chi ef opponents of "liberation theol ogy"
and have used their pulpits,
publications, radio and television, to
brand Cat holic and Protestant groups
who have a theol ogy which favours the
poor and oppressed, as "conmuni sts".
Internationally, the rise of religious
conservati sm shoul d be a concern not
only for the progressive section of the
church but for the commbnity as well.
Crisis of civilisation

There is no evidence to justify the
optim sm of those who assune that
capitalismw |l "solve our problens”.
To speak of the "triunmph of capitalisnt
and to claimthe "failure of

conmuni sm’ in this regard, is to totally
di sregard the South in other words, to
i gnore the greater part of humanity.
Seen fromthe South, fromthe point of
vi ew of the worlds oppressed peopl es,
the capitalist systemmanifests a crisis
no | ess acute and deadly than that of
comuni sm

What we are faced with is a crisis of
Cvilisation that in different fornmns,
strikes at both capitalismand socialism
and urgently poses the problemof a

To speak of the "truinmph of capitalism"”



and to claimthe "failure of conmunism?",
isto totally disregard the South- in other
words, to ignore the greater

part of humanity

gl obal alternative, at the |level of
civilisation. Gven this global crisis of
civilisation are there any viable
responses or alternatives left open to us?
The Thlrd way

G ven the obvious limtations of

st at e- nonopol oy-soci alismand the

not -yet-so obvious limtations of
capitalist-state-welfarism it is now
becom ng fashionable to speak of a
"third way" option. Illustrations of this
“third way" option can find politica
expression in "socialist-denocratic" or
"denocratic-socialist" projects, both of
whi ch are used to advocate a sort of

m xture between the capitalism and

soci ali st systems. As a new system the
"third way" caters for an M

conbi nati on of "state planning" and

"mar ket systens" and nmakes politica

wi sjon for "individual freedoni and
"social welfare". It must be noted, that
nost of these experinents, if not all
where they have been tried, have
inevitably resulted in the evol ution of
strong capitalist market systens

anyway.

Search for alternatives

Pl ans for econom c sal vati on and

nodel s for political transition as
pronoted by the North in their current
form cannot respond to the denpcratic
interests of societies in the South. It is
the fundamental right of all countries in
the South to demand to be architects of
their own destiny and transfornation.
What seens to be energing is the need

for the devel opment of a common
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| anguage in which the search for an
alternate society can be articul ated

def ended and uphel d agai nst those

forces who try to deprive us of even the
wor ds and synbol s of hope which

signify that change is still possible. W
are convinced that some of the npst

i mportant synbols and creative visions
for ajust, peaceful and new worl d-order
lie with, and could come from the
peopl e who are oppressed in one way or
anot her .

The nations of the

Sout h, and the

progressive el enents

in the East and the

North, are energing

froma traumatic past.

Toget her we are facing

the force of a world

mar ket , nonopol i sed

by the North. This

provides us with a conmon basis for
defining alternatives. The existence of
oppr essi on, debt, technol ogy, high
commercial barriers in the North; the
inflexibility of the international |ending
agenci es; and the threat to environnent,



and militarization all becane the basis
for a conmon platformto be shared by
progressive elenents in the North, East
and South in defense of denocracy.

They all ow for the possibility of the
st rengt heni ng of power in popul ar
comunities, self-determ nation and

sel f-governnent, racial and sexua
equal i ty.

For about forty years, we have all owed
our world to be classified into three
di stinct socio-political, econonic and
cultural spheres, nanely that of the
"First World" (capitalist Western bl oc),
the "Second World" (the sociali st
Eastern bloc) and the "Third Wrl d"
(the remaining "two-thirds world"

whi ch enjoys a relationship of
dependency and a status of

under devel oprment). The crisis in
eastern Europe provides us with an
opportunity to expose that the real threat
to world peace does not lie in the

i Col d-Wari theory of "East versus

West" but is rooted in fundanent al
soci 0- econom ¢ contradictions which
exi st between the devel oped nations of
the "North" and the underdevel oped

nati ons of the "South" on an
international |evel, and between "rich"
and "poor" communities, nationally.

The ideol ogy of the "Red Scare" which



was effectively used as a tactic to
confuse the nasses, will prove much

nore difficult to employ in the future
Both nationally and internationally.
there is now space to speak nore
appropriately of irichl and | poorl
comunities or nations, and to ask nore
direct and pertinent questions as to why
certain soci o-econom c inbal ances

exi st.

The North has al ways fought for, and
uphel d, the principles of "multiparty
denocraci es" and "free enterprise" as

the ideal forns for socio-political and
econom ¢ organi zati on. To safeguard

their interests, the North woul d have to
enpl oyt he fullrange ofitstechnol ogi ca

and financial resources to prove to the
rest of the world that denocratic
capitalismis the solution to the mgjor
devel opnent al probl ens experi enced by
majority ofthe nations in the world.

West ern denocr acy

Taki ng note of the international debt
TEP's Tenth Anniversary

crisis of the South, the present economc
and inflationary crises in countries like
the United States, the United Ki ngdom
and Gernany; and reflecting on just two

i nstances where the United States has
failed to meet maj or budgets which were
prom sed to the new y-el ected

government s of Ni caragua and Nami bi a

one wonders how free enterprise, in the
long term is going to sustain its interests
vis-a-vis increasing world need and
expectation. The facade of narket
capitalism as the only successfu
econom ¢ system for a new worl d-order

may be difficult to maintain in the |ong
run. Many people will come to

understand that the truth about Western
denocracy is basically an idea of the
"survival of the fittest".

South - South debate

South Africa, over the years, has

nmanaged to develop a highly

sophi sticated infrastructures at all levels
of political and economic interest. These
sectors are controlled by a skilled white
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Ni caragua, one of the countries in the South with which TEP is devel opi ng strong Sout h-So
uth links

nmal e-dom nated elite who, still guided

by their entrenched class interests, have
no real denocratic vision for, and
interest in, the country.

In a climte where our |iberation
novenent s have been unbanned, are

still violently victimsed and are now
maki ng preparations for a genera

el ection in approximtely three years
time; it would appear that our only hope
for salvation lies in our ability to win
over the "minds and hearts" of the

masses through the establishnent of a
united and effective Patriotic Front. The
expl oited masses still find thenmselves in
a di sadvant aged position - |acking the
necessary access to resources and skills,
to be able to effectively take over the key



i deol ogi cal and productive sectors of

this society.

At this point in time, stinmulating debate
and di scussion at a South-South |evel is

of primary inportance, so as to arrive at
strategies for the inplenentation of

col lective alternatives. | believe, we wll
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need to effect wi de rangi ng di scussions
by countries of the South. These

di scussions would have to reflect on
nati onal and regi onal experiences, and
take into account various perspectives
expressed on fundanental sectora

i ssues in the academ c, religious,

ecol ogi cal and cultural communities.

To achieve this, we need to be nore

i ntegrated and organi sed, both
regionally and internationally.

New ways of thl nking

Denocratic forces in the South need to
expl ore a new way ofthinki ng and begin
to forge their own political strategy and
instruments to define a new alternative
Once this objective becones nore
clearly defined, it will be possible to
confront, in a nore coherent manner

the project ofthe North, which is rapidly
bei ng devel oped. The first point of
convergence will consist of the
acceptance of the fact that there is a
common foe: conservative thought

and anti-denocratic positions which

in the framework of "North-South" or
"Center-Periphary" relations, have their
naj or expression in the politica
hegenony of the United States.

New processes of thinking, searching
and integrating regional and
transnati onal cooperation for
alternatives taking place throughout the
South rmust draw cl oser together in

order to reinforce solidarity and put
forth a coherent denocratic alternative
to that presented by the North.
Oiginality and creativity are

i ndi spensable if we are to achieve a
theoretical, political and revol utionary
br eakt hrough into the twenty-first
century. New denocratic proposals

nmust be based on a new type ofthinking.
The conceptual and organi zati ona

effort nust represent and propose new
forns of struggle agai nst oppression
Thi s nmeans breaki ng away from sone

of the conventions, fornulas and

sl ogans that outlined old paraneters of
the progressive and revol utionary
forces. Only in this way, will we be able
to rescue the right of the people to fight
forjustice, denpbcracy and peace.

Net wor ki ng

We need to | ook at how we are going to
networ k new i nformati on, research and
actions so that the ordinary people may
be empowered to nmake i nforned

choi ces about possible ways of
addressing problens or options facing
then? Can we organi ze ourselves in

such a way to ascertain what are the best
nmeans of making a qualitative
contribution to the diverse

her meneutical circle of |earning and
intervention in the country?

VWhat this nmeans for TEP

In the light of this, and the existing
demands pl aced on TEP, we are

convi nced that South-South dial ogue



has an even nore crucial role to play in
the long term programe of nationa
reconstruction. Clearly there is a need
to locate our focus and activity within
the framework of networking and
providing vital information which wll
assi st in shaping the Churchls
programe towards the denmpcratic
struggl e and reconstruction of the
country.

In evaluating our role, it has becone
quite clear that TEPI s work shoul d
center around a threefold function, viz:-
Ito research and provide essentia

i nformati on on popul ar theol ogi cal
soci al and economic issues related to
peoplels struggles in the Third

Wrl d;

t to discern how and where solidarity
rel ations of Third Wrld nations can

be used to strengthen our nutua

gl obal denocratic struggle for

justice, devel opnent and peace; and

i to inform (through diverse
programmes) and bring about new

| evel s of gl obal consciousness

within the country.

Qur goal is to enable |ocal people and
organi zations to assess rel evant issues
and nake appropriate interventions or
responses.

I nformation for engower ment

The scope and nature of our existing
project activities already |ocates us
within the strategic terrain of struggle
whi ch we have already identified. W
are dealing primarily with information.
In the execution of all our educationa
projects we are either acquiring,
devel opi ng or dissem nating

information related to rel evant issues of
South Africa in correlation with other
Third Worl d experiences.

Over the last ten years, TEP has cone
to enjoy a unique and unparalleled
position with regard to the access to
resources. Qur resource strength lies in
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the network of individual and

organi zati onal contacts, we have

devel oped in the Third World, our
mechani sns for communi cation, the
exposure of candidates to Third World
Countries and resource materials. Itls
one thing to have this information, to
have t hese resources. The chal |l enge
beconmes to effectively organize around
themin such a way that we offer a vita
service to the conmunity.

We need to continually ask oursel ves
"What do we want to finally achieve
through our educational project
activities?

The answer is quite sinple. W want to
ensure that our projects around
Sout h- Sout h di al ogue are executed in
such a manner that we can

t heol ogi cal | y empower people to

raise critical consciousness and to
devel op | eadership skills for socia
action to change the condition under



whi ch they have been brought up. In
short, we want to make a significant

i mpact on the conmunity.

Eval uati on of TEPlI s exchange projects
Adopting a Iimted service function
TEP, through its various exchange
programmes over the years has

provi ded the prophetic novenent

wi thin the national ecunenical church
with an opportunity to establish closer
ties with popular Christian and
conmuni ty groupings in other Third
Worl d countries, especially those
sharing conpati bl e situations of
repressi on and resistance.

Gui ded by the struggle priorities of our
national situation, TEP has understood
itls contribution as essential for the
devel opnent of "new' perspectives and
strategi es for overcom ng poverty,

oppr ession and dependency in the Third
Worl d. Anong sone of the inportant

i ssues interface with the Church in
society were: Familiarity with changes
i n superpower relations and structures,
and the effects thereof for the rest of the
wor | d; issues of negotiations and
demilitarization; international debt,
ecol ogi cal and drug crises; repression
and resistance strategies have enriched
our ability to create progranmes to

rai se the critical consciousness of
activists working within the | oca

Chur ch.
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The TEP Nati ona/ Wbrkshop, highlight of the year

1. Introduction

It would seem|ike the other day that we sat down to draw up
project plans for 1991. Once again we have reached the end

of another year, and Once again it is time for project
assessnments, analysis and pl anni ng, budgets and reports.

Al t hough we have a volunme of news to note. we know your

time container may have only one Vol une capacity. W
therefore are only going to nmention only the inmportant issues
relating to our organi zational activities during the course of this
year.

2. The Ex osure-I| merslon Programes

2.1. Debriefing of TEP s Exposure Candi dates of 1990

During the first halfofthis year, a week-long debriefing session
was convened for those candi dates who had benefitted from an
TEP exposure-inmersion programe during 1990,

These candi dates i ncl uded:

A) M. Al an Barnes

Al an, fromthe Justice & Peace Comm ssion in Cape Town

went to Costa Rica, N caragua 21nd Guatenal a

B) M. Nornman )lalatje

Nor man, a yout h organi zer in Shoshanguve in Pretoria who

went to Costa Rica. N caragua and Cuba.

Both Al an and Norman were asked to | ook at the Centra

Ameri can nmodel or methods enpl oyed in organising

Christians at a grassroots level into a popular and prophetic
novenent .

C) Fr. Richard Broderick

Dick. fromPlizilztborwa spent three nmonths in Brazil

Ri chardl s exposure event was mainly pastoral in focus and he
| ooked at popul ar net hods of education and organi zing Wthin
Base Eccl essial Communities.

D) 315. Nonmbel u Mvanbo

Normabel u who works on the economic desk in Di akoni a,

Dur ban spent sonme tine in the Philippines. Nomabel ul s
exposure interest centered around these issues: the role and
organi zati on of women and workers in the Philippines, and the
i ssue of politically notivated viol ence and a pastoral response
toit.

page 19
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Because of other organizational pressures we have only
managed to conpl ete the exposure report of Fr. Richard
Broderick. W hope to conplete and publish the rest of the
candi dat es exposure reports before the end of March 1992.
2.2. Overseas Exposurlsts to South Africa

G ven the nore "rel axed and open" political climate in South
Africa since 2 February 1990, TEP decided to centre its
exposure programmes during 1991 on bringi ng overseas
candidates into South Africa. In Septenber of this year, we
facilitated the exposure programes of two inportant church
personalities, viz. Fr. Paul Ehle (OM), a Catholic priest from

Juazeiro, north-east of Brazil; and M. Ed de |la Torre, a key
figure in the Filipino struggle for denocracy.
7

Paul , sharing with part/cpants how to "do theol ogy" at

the TEP Wor kshop

Fr. Paul Ehle (OM)

aul conpl eted his phil osophy and theol ogy studies in Rone,

was a professor of phil osophy and scripture at St. Charles
Schol asticate in Canada and for the past el even years has been
working in a poverty stricken areas of Bahia. He has had

i ntense involvenent with the formation of conmunity | eaders,
catechists, lay ministers and other "social agents" through the
Pastoral and Catechetical Institute of Salvador, with an accent
on reality analysis, scripture ("giving back the Bible to the
peopl e”), reflection on experience and |iberation

Hi s exposure programme resulted in the visitation of

i ndi viduals, organizations and institutions in the follow ng
main centers within the country, viz. Cape Town,

Johannesbur g, Kinberl ey, Phal aborwa, Germ ston and Natal .

The main purpose of his exposure was to assist TEP in
facilitating its annual workshop.

G ven his own theol ogical concerns in Brazil, the other areas
of interest to his "African" exposure included:

Hooki ng at how Christian nmilitants and community | eaders
relate to the ordinary peopl e;

| under st andi ng processes whi ch have assisted in

strengthening the denmocratic struggle for a new society in
South Africa; and

Ireflecting on pastoral approaches and Chal |l enges facing the
national Church in both an urban and a rural setting.

M. Ed De La Torre

dicio de la Torre, is nore commonly known as "Ed". Before

the declaration of martial law in the Philippines in 1972, Ed
was national chaplain to both the Federation of Free Farners
and the Catholic youth organization. He was a board nenber

of the Philippines Ecunenical Comrittee for Community

Organi zation and the foundi ng chairperson ofthe Christians for
Nati onal Liberation (CNL). He al so taught theol ogy and
soci ol ogy at the Divine Wrd semnary in Tagtaytay City and

in various colleges in Manila. During martial law in the

Phi | i ppi nes, Ed spent a total of nine years in prison. He was
rel eased by President Aquino with 500 other political prisoners
in March 1986. Until recently, he has been in exile fromthe
Phi | i ppi nes.

Ed was first exposed to the socio-political reality in the Eastern
Cape. He then participated in the TEP workshop in Kinberl ey
where he shared with us his experiences and reflections on the
followi ng thene, "Theprophetic m ssion and novenent in the
Third World". Lastly he was exposed to the violence in the
Johannesburg area, and nmet with key political and religious
personalities and institutions. He noted that the simlarities
bet ween what was happening in the Philippines are renarkable.
Edl s lively el aboration on South-South issues

3. The Candi dates’ Post-trlp Forum

The Candi dates, Post-Trip Forum brings together all TEP

candi dates, staff and the National Committee into a workshop
where we can reflect and workshop around a conmon thene
related to the exposures projects.

As service organizations within the ecunenical novenent, our



concern over the |ast few years has been focussed on our
inability to devel op a common educational strategy and nodel s
towards empowering those who we have been called to serve

This is even true within areas where there nay appear to be a
concentration anal ytical, organi zational and theol ogical skills.
Wth this as a serious concern, TEP sought to reflect on how
"education and training" is being done in countries within the
Sout h. The Candi dates, Post-Trip Forum which was convened

on the July 4-5 provided us Wth an opportunity to draw on the
candi dat es) exposure experiences. Functioning as resource
persons, the candi date provided us with greater insight and
under st andi ng of our m ssion towards "educating and training
for the devel opment of the prophetic noverment in the nationa
ecureni cal church”.
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4. The Annual Wbrkshog

TEP' s Tenth Anni versary

EP, s annual workshop was successfully convened in Kinberley fromthe 06-11 Septenber 1991
Approximately fifty persons

i nvol ved in education and training in their respective denom nations or church organi zati

ons in various parts Ofthe country were

carefully selected to participate in the workshop. The thenme of the workshop was: "GOD, S

PROPHETI C PLAN I N HI STORY".

Interfaced with recent international and national socio-political and economc shifts, th

e overall aim Ofthe workshop was to:

| equip and involve the participants in comng to a theol ogi cal understandi ng of 60ch pro

phetic action throughout history;

| provide the participants with a biblical nodel which they could confidently use in the

r respective areas of work towards

enabling Christians to continue the reflection process on salvation history: past, presen

t and future.

he TEP National Ofice is presently working with the material devel oped at the workshop

and will be publishing it in the first

quarter of next year.

The programme was designed and focussed on the foll ow ng areas:

Wor kshog focus Resource Persons From

The Bible as a tool for Fr. P. Ehle Brazi

transfornmation

Met hOds OF Contextua’ Bib'e Institute for the Study of the Bible PMB, Nata

St udi es

From EXOJUS t0 Monamhy Institute for theStudy of the Bible PVB, Nata

Ki ngs and Prophets M. I. Lloyd TEP

EX e and POSt’ EX hc Fr. Emmanuel La Fonte Soweto, Tvl

Jesus, the Prophet

The Early Church to Vatican ||

The Prophetic m ssion and

noverrent in the "Third Wirl du

The Prophetic novement in

South Africa

Fr. A. Nol an

Rev. A. Brews

M. E. de la Torre

M. S. Sadie

I CT, Johannesburg

Dur ban, Nata

The Phili ppi nes

Lunko, Germi st on

5. Fl el dwor k

At a Natlonal Leve

speci al word of appreciation needs to be extended to M.

Leslie Dikeni, TEPis national fieldworker during the past

year. Having no other choice, we realize that he had to

hurmani ze one of the nost difficult job descriptions. Thanks

for the protracted periods oftinme spent away from honme in one

or another region preparing and recruiting for the exposure

projects or the national workshop, consulting organizations,

attendi ng i mportant national neetings, analysing what is

happeni ng on the ground and for making qualitative inputs at

the National Ofice.

Net wor ki ng

An area of Wbrk Wi ch has demanded a significant anpunt of

staffs tine and attention has been the ever increasing need for

TEP to network with other national organizations. Sone 0fthe

nore i nportant networking denmands have included active

participation in fOIONNg neetings/initiatives: Nationally:

TInstitute for Contextual Theol ogy (AGM Steering

Conmittee and ot her neetings);

ti Standing for the Truth Canpai gn and mneeti ngs;

tJointly convened TEP-1CT Service Organi sati ons neeting;

TNati onal church project directorsi forum

TMeetings of the National Youth Leadership Progranre;

etc.

Cape Town:

t Standi ng for the Truth canpai gn and neetings;

TMeet i ngs and networking Wth other |ocal organizational

Bl C.



5.1. The Consortium for Theol ogi cal Exchange In

Sout hern Africa (CONTESA)

After two years of often slow and yet solid organization, we
are pleased to note that CONTESA has finally been
constituted. At a neeting convened in Johannesburg (20-23
Sept enber 1991), organizational representatives fromfive of
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the six countries invited to participate, net to plan a
programe for next year, formally constitute itself and elect an
executive committee

The energi ng new structure, CONTESA is a network of

progressive church organi zati ons working within six countries
within the Southern African regi on. Through CONTESA,

Christians, involved in justice and devel opnent issues wthin
their local situations, will be afforded an educationa
opportunity to benefit from an exposure-inmersion in another

of the six participating countries within the region

Through its programmes, CONTESA hopes to serve, educate

and enpower the ecunenical church, its organizations and

i ndi vidual s for appropriate social and devel opmental action in
the Southern African region; pronote the need for a comon

vi sion; and encourage solidarity links at the level of the
prophetic church within the Southern African region

Interfaced with the energing crisis at an international |evel, we
trust that this initiative will act as a catalyst to create a critica
awar eness that the key to success within the Southern African
region will depend on how well we are able to achi eve pl anned
intergration at all sectoral levels, viz. economc, political
cultural and even on a theol ogical |evel.

5.2. At an International South-South Leve

he concept of South-South has al ways been central to the

t heol ogi cal and educati onal work of TEP at the service of

the ecuneni cal church in South Africa.

In terms of this service function, TEP earmarked 1992 as a
synbolic year that nmarks a new "kairos" for people in the
"Third Wrld" and a tine for renewing our spirituality,

theol ogy and struggle for justice and peace. Next year will
chall enge us to | ook at "new' ways of exploiting the liberating
potential ofour Christian faith and traditions so as to decisively
break out of the historical and ideol ogical captivity of

col oni al i sm and neo-col oni al i sm

Part of TEPts project activities during the course of this year
have been spent maki ng preparations to neet sonme of the
chal | enges as we nove forward into a "new world order". It is
inthe light of this context that one needs to understand TEP, s
work over the past two years: viz. the stress on TEPys overseas
exposure visits to South Africa, the devel opnent of

consortiuns for theol ogi cal exchange in Southern Africa and

at a South-South level, the international fieldtrips to Latin
America (Brazil, Peru, Bolivia and Ni caragua), working to a
Sout h- South directory of popul ar church organizati ons,

organi zational restructuring and other initiatives.

6. TEPI s Tenth Annlversary

6.1. Celebratlon

EP marked its tenth anniversary cel ebrations by convening

a synposiumon the 6th July 1991. Approxi mately 50

persons from around Cape Town responded to our invitation

(to attend this cheese and wi ne evening and) to listen to Rev.
Charles. Villa Vicencio, Rev. Mlusi Mumwana and M.
Graham Bl och share their perspectives on the "Hi story of and
chal | enges facing the prophetic nmovement in South Africa". It
was followed by some neani ngful socialising at the cheese and
wi ne after the progranme.

6.2. Overall Project Evaluation

e realised that it will not be enough just to nark our decade
of existence through celebration. Gven the new
i nternational and national challenges at this historical j uncture,

we emnbarked on an overall project evaluation of TEP

6.3. Flnallsatlon of a New Constltutlon

n the light of this evaluation a new working constitution was
adopted in preparation for TEPts National Consultation

which will be convened in August, 1992.

7. TEP Resource Center

hanks to the resource co-ordinator, we were able to neet

nost of inportant objectives we set for this area of work.

We are able to boast of a viable South-South resource center
whi ch continues to serve the needs ofthe TEP and the broader



comunity. This has been achi eved through the ongoing and
efficient work done in the areas of acquisition, classification
devel opnent and advertising ofresource material (publications
and audi o-visuals), facilitation of a library system and the
linking into an electronic nmail network.

8. TEPls Media Actlvlitles

n the first half of the year we produced the |ast edition of
Peopl el s Church and a small comic book called Towards a
spirituality Of the EDSA uprising: the promsed |and or the

gol den cal fstory in comcs. This booklet |ooks at a nunber of

i mportant theol ogical issues arising frominvolvenent in
struggle and attenpts to correlate February 2nd to the Edsa
event in the Philippines.

As a result of ajoin ICT-TEP Service O ganisations Meting,

TEP decided to participate in a rationalising process with other
Church service organisations. This involved us supporting the
producti on of a Chall enge nagazi ne and cl osi ng down of

Peopl ei s Church. Challenge, which is being run by ICT, wll
cone out nonthly and is being targeted at all prophetic
Christians in the South Africa. TEP has been given the
responsibility of witing for the Third Wrld page. In this way
we will be able to share our reflections on South-South issues
with a far broader readership.

Once our nedia person returns frommaternity |leave in the

m ddl e of next year, TEP will revive our newsletter on
Sout h- South news and issues called TEP Update. We are stil

busy with translations and our third publication of one of Fr
Carl os Mestersi works, The Hope ofthe People who Struggle.

This is ready for publication and will be coming out in the first
hal f of next year.
o2

e trust that we have been good stewards with regards to

the work we have been called to do in South Africa and

the resources we have been entrusted with over the past decade.
It is our hunble prayer that the project, over the next decade,
may grow in strength and stature and, together w th other
progressive organi zati on, continue to assist in furthering the
i deal s of justice, peace and denocracy within this land. My
CGod give us the wi sdom courage and conmtment to continue

to give witness with the poor, oppressed and exploited and to
the liberating potential of our Christian faith and traditions.
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